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THE FALL SEASON - 1988 

1 AUGUST - 30 NOVEMBER 

Matt Anderson ana Tom Kemp 

A big question that certainly played on birders· minds during the fali of 1988 was 11What 
effect did the extreme drought in the suimner of 1988 have on bi rd popu lat i ens and nesting 
success?' Numerous contributions coimnented about apparent declines in certain species, but such 
co!llllents, fortunately, did not appear rampant. Whether any perceived declines were due to the 

drought or to a myriad of other possible reasons is hard to know. My guess is that the best 
gauge of how area migrants and breeders faired will be on display when birds start to move back 
north this spring. 

The forceful grip of the drought v1as broken suddenly and quite dramatically in mid-July 
when much needed rains began to move into the state. A wet pattern continued pretty much 
throughout the fall season. Despite the fa! l rains, much of the state remained under drought 
conditions into the new year. 

A good variety of birds was reported during the fall season - 31 species of waterfowl, 35 
of shorebirds, 10 gulls, and 35 species of warblers were tallied. The total number of species 
reported was 271 which is actually down from the fail of 1987 total of 289. The most unusual 
species reported include Trumpeter swan and Little stint (see Records COlllllittee report on these 
two individuals). Conspicuously absent from the list were King and Virginia Rails. The hawk 
migration was ordinary at best, and very few winter finches of any variety had arrived in the 
state cy the end of November. 

The fol lowing su11111arizes a few of the highlights of the fall 1988 season. 

Loons through Ibis 

One Red-throated loon was acceptably documented on November 30 at Headlands Beach State 
Park. Peak Common loon counts included 142 on November 3 along Lake Erie in Lorain and Erie 
Cot.:nt i es and 220 in Er I e County November 9. Red-necked and Eared grebes were represented by 
Just a coupie of reports. A Northern gannet, always rare in Ohio was observed numerous times at 
Huron between November 11 and 19. A maximum of 900 Double-crested cormorants was reported from 
East Harbor October 10. Southern herons were scarce this past fal J. No Tricolored heron 
reports were received. A single p!egadis ibis was observed at Medusa Marsh on November !1. 

Swans through Ducks 

A wei1 documented Trumpeter swan of unknown origin was at Metzger Marsh on September 16. 
Tur.dra swrns apparent:y were a bit scarcer than normal with no :arge concentrations noted. Snow 
geese appeared at numerous 1 oca! i ties but not in Jmpressi 11e numbers. No White-fronted geese 
\.!ere repartee. The Hvron pier seems to oe the best spct in Ohio to find Brant. Flve were there 
from November 9 to 11, Puddle duck and ctiving duck reports were generally not very noteworthy. 
Exceptions were a repor: of a Harlequin duck at Huron November 11 and a couple of Oldsquaws at 
Huron in Novernoer. Ai l three scoters were rep or tee. Al l tol ct, 31 species of waterfowl were 
tall ie::i. 

Vv :tures throtJgh fa 1 cons 

A dozen Turkey vultures were seen on the :,:ite date of Novemoer 29 In Hancock County. Bald 
e2g1es were repcr:ed frcr:. three locales away from Lake Erie. No particulariy impressive 
Br::::ac:-w i ngec �awK. :once:1 tr a ti or:s were �oted. Rough-1 egged hawks were dee i dectl y scarce. The 
immatl.re G::J: den eagle at Oak Openings was the on l r one ;eportec. Fa 1 cor.s vere very we 1) 
represented '.Ji th a �.a: t doz en rep or: s of both Merl ins and Peregrines. The pair of Peregrines 
which ra:sed y::iur:g 1 ast summer l:: ao;,,;,w.m Tc1edc :-ema::ied thoughout :he perloc. 



Pheasants through Cn,nP.s 

Northern tiotiwhltes contintJe to t:e scarce ln most of the state. Surpc!s!ng]y, no Virgin ,:1 
or King rail reports were sutimitted: Soras 1,1ere the only rail specles llstec, Were rails real''!' 
that scarce during the fall of 1988? A very impressive total of 338 SanOhlli cranes delightec. 
observers near Dayton on November 21. 

Shorebirds 

At least thirty-six species of shorebirds graced our state last fall including the 
increasingly scarce Piping plover and possibly Ohio·s first-ever Little stint scrutinized in 
great detail by a few observers at Willow Point Wildlife Area November 1-6. Because no 
photographs or specimen was obtained, this species should be considered hypothetical ln the 
state until further evidence is gathered on its occurrence in Ohio. Several Lesser 
Golden-plovers 1 ingered in the same area unti i at least November !1. The onli• lwocet seen was 
at Metzger Marsh on August 29. Both godwit species were scarce last hll. Baird's sandpip�rs 
were observed at seven scattered localities. Of four Purple sandpiper reports received, t1,10 
were away from Lake Erie. Buff-breasted sandp 1 pers were a I so scarce 1 ast fall ·and were turnea 
up in only three reports. Red-necked phalaropes went unreported during the period while Red 
phalaropes were found at three locations. 

Jaegers through Terns 

There appeared to be an influx of Pomarine jaegers during the period. They were seen 
repeatedly off the pier in Huron from mid to 1 ate November. A Parasitic jaeger at CJ Brown 
reservoir in Clark County was certainly the bird of the day for the birders present on Novemoer 
6 •. Noteworthy gulls included FranKlin's gulls at seven locales, a Llttle gi.ill at Cleveland on 
November 28, Lesser black-backed gull at seven sites, includlng at the.Maumee River rapids for 
possibly Ohio's first record away from Lake Er:e, and one report of Saoine's gull. 

Doves through Swallows 

A Common barn-ow! was reportea from Hancock County on August 24. Only one Lor.g-eared owl, 
two Short-eared owls and one Northern Saw-whet owl were tallied by contrioutors a.s of the ena of 
the period. Moreover, no Snowy owls were reported i ndi cat i ng an off-year for these nor them 
invaders. Cormnon nighthawks moved through the state in large numbers dur !ng late August and 
early September--c lose to 1200 were seen a: Shaker Lakes on August 27. Note the high 
concentrations of Ruby-throated hummingbirds at Oak Openings and Spring Valley. A very late 
Ruby-throated was in Hamilton County on November 2. Approximately 600 Northern Rough-winged 
swallows gathered along the Maumee River Rapids at \t/aterv! 1 le on September 25. 

Jays through Warbiers 

The only Sedge :,1rens reported vere from Litt:e Cea.ar Point National W:ldllfe Refuge on 
September ll and October o. Thlrt1•-tive species ct 1.13.rblers vere ocservea j.;rlng the fa:! of 
1988. No unusual species were noted. but several species stayed 1.;r:usual ly late: e.g. 
Oranae-crowned warbler at C:ncin;;atl tbvei.iber 23. Ye:lc�1 \.larbler at Gordon Park in Clevei.,nct 
November 12. Black-throate� Green ',H'."Dler 3� Sria�er �akes November 4 ar.d Blac1<.burria:1 warnler in 
Hancock County November : . Sevenl observers lndicated that warbler �umce.:-s seemeo tc oe 001-:n. 
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Tanagers through Hovse Sparrow 

A Blue grosbeak was still present ln Adams County through at least August 30. A Henslow's 
sparrow was at East Fork Lake on August 10, and the always very rare .LeConte1 s sparrow was 
reported from Sheldon's Marsh on November 9. Springville Marsh hosted a couple of Yellow-headed 
blackbirds on Octooer 30, and 6 Brewer's blackbird visited the Whitehouse area on November 10. 

A very late Northern orioie was at Sycamore State Park in Dayton on November 24. It was very 
apparent by the end of the fall season that the winter of 1988-89 was not to be a big winter 
finch year. Purple f Inches passed through In very low numbers, only two Even Ing grosbeak 
reports were received, and even Pine siskins were virtually absent. Neither crossblll species 
was reported. 

In the following species accounts, unusual species are underlined and an asterisk following 
a s ighting indicates a documentation accepted by the records CO!llnittee. A 'D' indicates species 
which should be documented. Commonly used abbreviations are ONWR <Otta"1a National Wildlife 
Refuge), CPNWR <Cedar Point National Wildlife Refuge), GLSM <Grand Lake St. Mary1s), and CVNRA 
(Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area). 

Second year Lesser Black-bacKea gull with Herring and R1ng-b1lled gulls, Maumee River Rapids, 
Lucas Co .. 19 November 1988. This bird was apparently present about four months and may be the 
first Ohio recora away from L. Erie. Photograph by Tom Kemp. 
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Ccmnon Loon 
10/15 Buck Creek SP <DO), 11/3 Lorain/Erie Cos. (142) <TL), 11/9 Erie Co. (220) <TL), 11/19 

Caesar Creek Lk. (12) <NK>, 11/19 Findlay Res. (6) CBH), 11/22-26 Huron <52-60) <PE, ETh) 

Pied-bfl Jed Grebe 
8/13 Medusa Marsh (11) <BS), 10/1 CJ Brown <10) <NK), 10/8 ONWR (10) (KMo), 11/!1 Lake Cowan 

<12) <LG), 11/27 E. Fork Lake (3) <PG>, 'drastic decline in sw• <HC>. 

Horned Grebe 
10/17 Bresler Res. <RCu), 10/30 Buck Creek SP C?> <DO), 11/19 Caesar Creek Lk. (11) (NK), 

11/22 Huron C40) (PE>, 11/22 Findlay Res. (4) CBH) 

Red-necked Grebe 
11/22 Huron (PE*) 

Eared Grebe 
10/15-30 Buck Creek SP <2> <DO, LG*>, 10/30 Edgewater Pk. <RH>, 11/20-24 L'Orain <TL*, KM, 

m.ob.), 11/30 Headlands Beach SP <TL*) 

Northern Gannet <D> 
11/11-19 Huron <RH*, m.ob.) 

Double-crested Cormorant 
9/28 East Harbor (40) <ETh>, 10/7 GLSM < 122) <DD>, 10/8 Buck Creek SP <12) CDO>, 10/10 East 

Harbor (900) CKMo), 11/24 Huron <KM> 

American Bittern. 
8/6-26 Spring Valley <m.ob.) 

Great Blue Heron 
8/9 Hancock Co. (36) <BH>, 8/13 Medusa Harsh <40> <BS), 8/14 CPNWRC (32), 8/21 Darby Harsh 

(85) CKMo), 10/30 East Harbor <80) CKMo> 

Great Egret 
8/13 Medusa Marsh <72> CBS), 9/10 Mosquito Lk. (7) <CBa), 9/13 Hancock Co. (8) <BH> 

Snowy Egret 
8/10 Medusa Harsh <2> <ETh), 9/17 Ottawa Co. <PY> 

Little Blue Heron 
8/6-13 Buck Creek SP CDO>, 9/10 ONWR <KM> 

Cattle Egret 
8/14 Erie Co. (11) <KMo), 9/26 Medusa Marsh <3> <ETh>, 10/22 Ottawa Co. <2> <DD) 

Green-backed Heron 
8/9 Hancock Co. <8) CBH>, 8/10-26 Spring Valley <10) <HC,LG> 

Black-crowned Night-Heron 
8/21 Darby Marsh <75) <KMo>, 8/27 Winton Woods <5> <PG> 

p 1 egadi s. sp • 
11/11 Medusa Marsh <TL*, RH> 

Trumpeter Swan 
9/16 Metzger Marsh <JP*, LP, photos) [see Records Cormnittee report) 



Tundra Swan 
1 0/29 Oak Open i ngs < 30 )  < MA > ,  10130 Magee Marsh c 19 >  C KMo > ,  1 1/13 Meander Res. < 38 )  <NB, CBa) , 

1 1/18 Ki l l deer P l ains (4 )  <DO ) ,  1 1/19 F i nd lay Res. ( 1 0 )  < BH) 

Mute Swan 
10/23 Mosqu ito  WR CNB) 

Snow Goose 
10/3 Wi lm ington Res. <LG) , 10/7-15 GLSM Cm .ob. ) ,  10/8 Metzger Marsh C KMo > ,  10/23 Mosqui to WR 

< 12 )  <NB) , 1 1/14 Ba ldWin Lk . CRH) , i l/18 Ki l l deer Pl a ins ( 22) <DO ) ,  1 1/19 Medusa Marsh <2> CKM) 

.Belli CD: i n l and on 1 y l 
1 1/9-11 Huron (5) CRH , TL, m.ob. ) ,  1 1/9 Vermi l i on <TL l 

Canada Goose 
1 1/13 CPNWRC (553 > .  1 1/18 Ki l l deer P l a i ns ( 500} <DO>, 1 1/26 Hancock Co. (207) <BH) , 1 1/27 

Darby Marsh C400 l CKMo l 

Wood Duck 
8/21 Darby Marsh C60l C KMo l ,  8/26 Spring Val ley (35) <HC l ,  9/1 2  L. Isaac ( 123> CRH > ,  10/3 

Shel don ' s  Marsh (60 )  ( BS l  

Green-wi nged Teal 
8/18 Medusa Marsh < ETh l ,  8/21 Darby Marsh < 75) <KMo ) ,  8/27 Cl ark Lk . <DO> , 10/1 She ldon's  

Marsh < 80 )  < KMo l ,  10/3 Medusa Marsh C 56l < BS l ,  1 0/9 CPNWRC < 751 > ,  1 1/13 CPNWRC < 10 13 >  

American B l ack Duck 
9/20 F i n d l ay Res. < 209) C BH l ,  1 1/ 13  CPNWRC ( 1505) , 1 1/ 13  Ki l l deer P l a i ns < 40 l  CDO ) ,  1 1/27 

Darby Marsh C 75 )  C KMo l , 1 1/29 Wilmington P.es. C 50 )  C LG) 

Mal l ard 
1 1/ 1 3  CPNWRC ( 10 , 389) ,  1 1/27 Darby Marsh C700 ) C KMo ) ,  1 1/29 Hancock Co. C 396) C BH >  

Northern P i nta: l 
8/ 10  Medusa Marsh C ETh) , 9118 Darby Marsh C S )  C KMol , 1 1/ 13  CPNWRC (249) 

Blue-wi nged Tea l  
8121 Darby Marsh < 80 l C KMo) ,  9/5 W i  !mi ngton Res . (65> <LG> , 1 01 1 1  Hancock Co . < 37) < BH > ,  1 1/23 

Wi l mi ngton Res . CLG l  

Northern Shove :er 
Q/4 C l ar!< Lk . ( 8 )  C DO ) .  10/25 Find l ay Res. C6l < BH > ,  1 1/27 Darby Marsh < 1 75) < Kl'!o l  

Gadwal l 
! 1/27 Darby Marsh U25l W1o> , 1 1/ 1  F i nd l ay Res. ( 1 1 )  C BH ) ,  1 1/29 Wi l mington Res .  C LG l  

American Wigeon 
9/18 Darby Marsh < 75 )  ( KMo l , 9/27 W i lm i ngton Res . ( 8 )  C LG ) , 1 0/9 CPNWRC < 18) , 10/23 Mosqu i to 

WR C 1 5 >  CNB> 

Canvasback 
1 1:6  Suck Ccee1<. SP, 1 1 / ! 1  Medusa Marsh { RH > ,  l l il 4  C leve l and <TL > .  1 1 / 1 4  Mahon ing Co. n.JB l ,  

l l ilQ  C3esar Creek Lk . 1 !5 l  CNK l ,  : : 129 C leve l and CTLl 

Redheaa 
! 0/25 ? : r:d '. ay Res. t 32l C BH J ,  10130 Buck Creek. SP C l 5 l  c :c .  

( 580 l { NY. ) .  ; '. Z:' Darby Marsh c 200 l c KMo l 

? ! ng-�ecked ��c� 
� J ...- 25- W'. � � l �gto!i ?.es. f -40 )  ( LG ) . : o .-· 30 Buck c�eek. S? C 25 )  ( JO ,  

� i gh :  l l1 1 °  Caesar Creek Lk . 

.. 

,�, 
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Gre,:!t er SG.:l.UP 

1 0125 Bresler Res . CRCu l [ on l y  report ]  

Lesser Scaup 
1 0/6 Wel l i ngton Res . ( 1 0 )  ( ETh ) ,  1 0/ 1 1  Hancock Co . ( 20 1 )  ( BH ) ,  10/29 BucK Creek SP ( !50 ) < DO l ,  

1 1/ 19  Caesar Creek Lk . ( 9Q l <ND 

Har lequi n  Duck 
1 1/ 1 1  Huron ( RH , m . ob . l 

O l asquaw 
1 1/ 1 1  Huron C6 l  < RH , ,  1 1 1 1 0  H�ron ( 2 )  ( KH l  

Bl ack Seater 
10/29 Buck Creek SP < 2 l  < DO > ,  1 1/ 1 9  Huron < KM l  

Surf Scoter 
10/9 CPNWRC, 1 1/19 Avon Lake < EThl 

White-winged Scoter 
10/17 Bres l er Res. CRCu ) ,  1 1/3 Lorain < ETh l ,  1 1/6 Mogadore Res. < LK l , 1 1/ 19  Huron < KM )  

COIIIIlon Gol deneye 
1 1/3 Bresler Res. < RCu l ,  1 1/6 Buck Creek SP < DO >  [ on l y  reports] 

Buff 1 eheact 
i 0/30 CJ Brown ( 8 )  < LG l ,  1 1/3 Bres ler Res . < RCu l , High : 1 1/ 19  Caesar Creek Lk . ( 80 >  < NK ) ,  

1 1/29 Findl ay Res. ( 4 )  (BH)  

Hooded Merganser 
1 1/ 1 3  CPNWRC < 53 ) , 1 1/ 1 4  Ober l i n  Res. < 150 ) ( ETh l ,  1 1/ 19  O l d  Woman · s  Creek < 40 )  < PE > .  1 1/ 1 9  

F i nd l ay Res . < 17 )  ( BH ) ,  1 1/20 Ober l i n Res . 025l CRH) 

Common Merganser 
1 1/ 13  CPNWRC [on l y  report ! ]  

Red-breasted Merganser 
1 1/6 Lorain ( 10 , 000 ) CTL ) , l l/19 Caesar Creek Lk . ( 400 l  ( NK l ,  i l/ 19 Huron ( 4000)  < PE ) . 1 1/ 19  

F i nd l ay Res . < 135) t BH )  

Ruddy Duck 
10/5 Ferguson Res . ( RCu l , 1 0/9 GLSM < DO > , l0/27 Ober 1 i n  Res. < 400 l < E'!'h l , : i/20 Ober l i n  Res. 

< 210 l < RH l 

B l ack Vul ture 
811 2  �dams Co . ( 9 )  ( BL >  

Turkey Vul ture 
10/7 Lucas Co. ( ! 00+ ) < ET ) ,  10/20 Actams Cc . <30l  ( BL ) ,  1 1120 Hancock Co . < 12 )  C1Dl 

Osprey 
8/6-7 O l d  Woman· s Creek c ETh , K!'lo ) ,  9;'23 Maumee R .  Rap i ds ( 3 l  < 'I'K l .  1 1/6 Buel<. Creel<.: S? ( DQ l  

[ about 26  additonal reports st atewide] 

Ba i d  Eagle 
91 !7  ONWR < 3 l  < PY l , i0.'3 Medusa Marsh < 3 )  : BS l .  1 1/!3 Meander Res. (NBJ . 1 1/ 1 3  K i l l deer P l a i ns 

< DO ) , 1 1/26-28 Huestor. Woads (m .ob . ) 

Northern Harr er 
!wenty-f ve l nd iv lcu � l s  reported state\, i de .  

IL 



Sharp-shinned Hawk 
9/16 Tol edo ( 4 )  (ET) , 1 1/29 Hancock Co. ( 5 )  < BH ),  dec line in SW < HC) , [ 1 2  add ltonal 

individuals reported statewide :seems low-Ed. ] 

Cooper's Hawf< 
Decline in SW < HC> , { 28 individuals reported statewide]. 

Red-shou l dered Hawf< 
Thirteen individua ls reported statewide. 

Broad-w inged Hawk 
8/31 Englewood < LG>, 9/14 She ldon's Marsh <ETh >, 9/15 Sugarcreek Res. ( 150 ) <SU>, 9/26 Adams 

Co. tBL>, 9/29 Mil l Creek Pk. CNB> 

Rough-l egged Hawk 
10/25 Find lay Res. < BH > ,  11/ l 3 Kil l deer P l  a ins < DO> , 1 1/23 Ho I mes Co. <PY> , 1 1/24 Wi !ml ngton 

( LG >  

Golden Eagle (D >  
11/13 Oak Openings <HA*> 

Merl in 
9/28-1 1/2 Mosquito Creek < CB* > ,  1 0/ 1 - 13  Gordon Pk. <TL*, DT> ,  10/10 GLSM <CM*, SU> ,  10/12 

Maumee R. Rapids <ET>*, 1 1/19 Peninsula CJM> 

Peregrine Falcon 
9/24 Possum Creek Res. < CM!!, SU, BM> . 10/1 Germantown Res. < LG*,  SU* , m .ob . > ,  10/2 Headlands 

Beach SP CTL*, EE> ,  10/2 Burke Airport (TL*> , 1 0/30 Edgev1ater Pk . <TL*> ,  pair cont i nues in dO'W'lltO\.ln 
Toledo < MA > .  

Ruffed Grouse 
10/7 CVNRA C JM)  [on ly report) 

Northern Bobwhite 
8/1 2  Ki l l buck Marsh <ETh ) .  9/10 Spr i ng Val l ey ( 25 )  < NK > .  1 1/22 Holmes Co . (7 )  < PY ) ,  d own in 

C 1 e rmon t Co • ( PG ) . 

Sora 
8/27 Mahon i ng Co . < 5 >  rnB > ,  9/10 ONWR < KM), 9/26 Spring Va l l ey < HC >  

Common Moorhen 
8/2 Spencer Lake <Medina Co . l < nested) <ETh > ,  8/3-9/21 Spring Va l l ey < HC ,  LG ) ,  8/21 Darby 

Marsh ( KMo l • 8/27 Mahoning Co.  (NB) 

American Coot 
9.126 Medusa Marsh < 500> C ETh l, 10/8 ONWR < 150> < KMo> ,  1 0/ 1 1  Findlay Res. <2 18 )  < BH ) ,  

10127-1 1/29 W i l mington Res. C 1 00+ l < LG l , 10129 Hueston Woods ( 350 ) <ND , 10/29 Buck Creek SP (300 ) 
< DO l ,  1 1/27 E .  Fork Lake C iOO+ > C PG )  

Sandh i 1 1  Crane 
1l/17 Oak Openings < 30 l  < SH ), 11/21 Dayton area < 338 ) [wow ! -Ed. ) (m.ob. J 

B l ack-be l l i ed P l over 
8/18 Hoover Res . ( 3 )  < KM>, 8/28 Buck Creek SP <DO ,  LGl, 9./l7 ONWR C PYl , 11/6-11 Wil l ow Pt. 'v/A 

( 15-20) < MA .  RH>, 1 1/25 GLSM < DD> 

�esser Gol den-Pl over 
8/21 Darby Marsh C KMo>, 9/5 Buck Creek SP CDO > ,  10/9 Brukner NC < 75) CGL), 10/9 Maumee R .  

R3.pids < 45 )_ C TD ,  11/6- 11  Wil ! o"W Pt. WA <MA. RHJ ,  ! 1/ 19 C leveland < KM>  

-
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Semipalmated Plover 
8/6 C l a.r-i.: Lk: , < DO : ,  8.fU Hoovr:f Pr:-e.. c 5 l  C L(i l ,  8121 D,1ftiY Ma.rnrt C SCl l c KMol,  8/28 Gornon Pk. , 

(9 )  ( TU, 9/17 Metzger Marsh ( Vil , 9.·20 Fl:'\C l ay ?e'3. ( ! Q )  ( BH )  

Piping Plover < D )  
8/4 Gordon Park ( fide C i eve l and Bird Cal endar } 

K ill deer 
8/8 Maumee R .  Rap i ds ( 344)  (TK) , 8127 Hoover Res. < 150.i. )  ( KM ) ,  8/31 Whitehouse 025) (MA l , 

1 0/4  Hancock Cc. ( 55 )  ( BH) 

Amer i can Avocet 
8/29 Metzger Marsh C DD )  

Greater Yellowl egs 
8/8 Maumee R .  Rap i ds < 15 )  t TK ) ,  8/21 Darby Marsh < 20 )  < Kfi!o } ,  10/1 1  Hancock CO . ( 5 )  C BH ) , 11/10 

Metzger Marsh < ET) , 1 1/25 GLSM C DD l  

Lesser Yellowlegs 
8/8 Maumee R .  Rapids < 84 )  <TKl, 8/21 Darby Marsh < 130 ) < KMo l ,  8/28 Hoover Res. C 31 l  <KM) , 8/28 

Gordon Pk. ( 125) <TL > ,  1 1/1 Hancock Co. C 4 l  C BH > ,  1 1/10 Metzger Marsh < ET l  

Solitary Sandp iper 
8/2 Hancock co. ( 14) < BH ) ,  8/3 Spr i ng Val l ey C 3 >  < LG),  8/8 Maumee R .  Rapids < ? )  <TK), 9/27 

Findl ay Res. ( 4 )  ( BH l  

Wi llet 
8/22 Engl ewood Res. CMN, PK l ,  9/4 Ferguson Res. < RCu), 9/1 4  Cedar Poi nt C EThl 

Spotted Sandpiper 
8/2 Fi ndlay Res. < 1 8 )  ( BH ) , 8/8 Maumee R .  Rapics ( 30 )  CTK l ,  8/28 Hoover Res. < 6l < KM l , 10115 

Buck Creek SP < DO l  

Upl and Sandpiper 
8/29 Germantown Res. < DN> [on l 11 report ]  

Whimbrel 
8/2 Metzger Marsh C ETh > .  9/27 Sheldon - s  Marsh <PE) 

Hudsonian Godwit  
10/1-9 ONWR ( 5-7) < DD l  

Marbled Godwi t  
9/14 Cedar Po int  < ETh ) ,  10/2 Maumee R .  Rapids en:, MAl ,  1 0/3 Medusa Marsh ( BS)  

Ruddy Turnstone 
8/7 Buck Creek. SP < DO ) ,  8/ ! 6  F i ndl ay Res. ( BH l ,  8/21 Darby Marsh < 3 1  < K!fo > ,  8/28 Hoover Res. 

< KM l ,  9/ 15  Metzger Marsh C ETh l ,  1 1 .' 17-1°  Huron (m .ob. ) 

Red Knot 
8/ ! 0  Medusa Marsh <2)  < ETh l ,  8/2Q-1 0/8 Metzger Marsh <2 l  <m . ob. l ,  8/30 Gorcton Pk . <RH l .  9./4 

Engle1,1ood Res. < CLC ) . 1 0/5- �2 Ferguson Res. C RCu l 

Sander I i  ng 
8/19 Hoover Res. : Y.M l ,  8/30 He1c:!; 1rnds Seach ( 1 0 )  ( NB > .  9/5 Buck Creek SP ( DO l ,  9,15 Medusa 

Marsh < £Tr. > .  10 . .-3 Huron ( 3 l  (T� l .  ! U5<2 Ferguson Res. <PC.: ) .  1 G l38 Metzger Marsh (2 :  < KMc ) 

Sem lpa lmated Sandp l per 
8/8 �aumee R. Rap l ds < :6 )  CI'Y. l ,  8,,:3 �w:e� Res. ( 1 � l  c LG l .  8 2 :  Jar::::y Marsh ( �O C J  ( K�o i .  8/30 

Gordon Pk . c 125) { E ) , 0 ·5  %ck Cree!< SP : ! 5 l  ( :)OJ 

I 

1 

,, 



Western Sandpiper 
8/18 Hoover Res. <KM> ,  8/30 Gordon Pk. <RH >, 9/1 1  Ferguson Res. <RCu) , 9/30 Maumee R .  Rapids 

<TI> ,  10/30 Metzger Marsh C2> <KMo> 

Least Sandpiper 
8/8 Maumee R. Rapids <24> <TK>, 8/21 Darby Marsh ( 150) <KMo), 8/28 Clark Lake ( 12 >  <DO>, 10/18 

Findlay Res. <BH > ,  1 1/9 CJ Brown (3) CLG>, 1 1/10 Willow Pt. WA <TK> 

Yihite-rumped Sandpiper 
9/18  Ferguson Res. <RCu > ,  1 0/4 Findlay Res. C BH >  

Ba!rd 1s Sandpiper 
8/8 Maumee R. Rapids CTK) , 8/24 Englewood Res. (CBB), 8/27 Gordon Pk. (6) CRH), 8/27-9/21 

Spring Valley ( LG>, 8/27 Hoover Res. <4> <KM > ,  10/2 Maumee R .  Rapids <MA), 10/20-31 Beavercreek 
Res. <2> <TB> 

Pectoral Sandpiper 
8/19 Hoover Res, (40) <KM>, 8/21 Darby Harsh <45> <KMo), 8/22 Maumee R. Rapids ( 150) CTK), 

10/26 Spring Valley (40) (LG), 1 1/10 Metzger Marsh (ET) 

Purple Sandpiper <D: Inland only> 
1 1/1 1  Huron <m.ob.), 1 1/12 GLSM CGL*, LW•>, 1 1/13 Mentor Headlands <2> <PE> 

Dun! in 
8/10 Medusa Marsh C ETh>, 8/27 Gordon Pk. <RH>, 9/25 Ferguson Res. <RCu > ,  1 1/11 Metzger Harsh 

< 150+ )  CJSt > ,  1 1/12 ONWR <200-300> <PY>, 1 1/26 Sheldon's Marsh (60) C KMo) 

Stilt Sandpiper 
8/8 Maumee R. Rapids ( 2) <TK > ,  8/28 Hoover Res. <14) <KM>, 9/7-13 Englewood Res. Cm.ob.}, 9/28 

Ferguson Res. CRCu>, 10/2 ONWR ( 35 )  CDD}, 10/9 GLSM <DO> 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
Early : 7/31 Hoover Res. <KM } ,  8/22 Lucas Co. CTK), 8/27 Gordon Pk. CRH, TL> .  9/24 Buck Creek 

SP <DO) 

Short-bi! led Dowitcher 
8/1 Kil !deer Plains <ETh), 8/21 Darby Marsh <225> C KMo), 8/27 Buck Creek SP <DO) 

Long-bi !led Dowitcher 
Early: 8/20 Hoover Res. ( 2) <KM>, 10/8 Buck Creek SP CDO>, 1 0/9 Maumee R. Rapids <TK>, 10/18 

Beavercreek Res. <TB>, 1 1/12 ONWR CPY> 

CCX1111on Snipe 
9/10 Metzger Marsh <23) <KM>, 10/3 Medusa Marsh <43) CBS), 1 1/1 1  Willow Pt. WA ( 20>  CRH) 

American Woodcock 
1 1/1 Cincinnati <AW > ,  1 1/12 DG Gardens <RH> 

W ilson's Phalarope 
8/17 Maumee R. Rapids CTK), 8/17 Spring Valley <LG), 8/20 Gordon Pk. <RH>, 8/24 Hoover Res. 

<KM > ,  8/29 Metzger Marsh (2) <DD), 9/3 Englewood Res . Cm.ob.), 9/22 Sheldon's Marsh <ETh), 1 0/2 
GLSM <DD> 

Red Phalarope 
1 1/4-7 C leveland <2> <m.ob. >, 1 1/6 Pymatuning Lk. <RH > ,  1 1/19 Cleveland <KM> 

Pcmarine Jaeger CD >  
1 1/11 Huron CRH), TL reports 7 s i ghtings between 1 1/1 1  and 1 1/30 along L.  Erie Cm.ob). 

.. 



Parasltlc Jaeger c D )  
1 1/6 CJ Brown CTB*, m . ob . l ,  1 1/ 10  Huron ( KM l  

Laugh i ng Gu i l 
10/31 Lorain ( ETh l 

Frank I i n '  s Gu l 1 
9/24 Buck Creek SP c DO l .  l 0./20 CJ Brown <LG ,  DO ) ,  l 0/29 GLSM C CLC J ,  l 0/30- 1 1/ l 3 Bayshore < TK l ,  

1 1/ 1  Lorain CTL J . 1 1/ 15  Huro;i ( PE J ,  l l /20 Lorain {R� ,  TU 

Little Gull C D :  l n l ana on l y J  
1 1/28 Cleve l and <TLl  

Bonaparte's Gu l l  
1 1/5 Ottawa Co . ( 1 750)  ( KMo l ,  1 1/13 Bayshore (3000 )  <TKL 1 1/26 Buck Creek SP ( 300 )  < DO )  

Thayer's Gu l l  ( D :  i n l ana on l y )  
1 1/ 19  Lora i n  ( ETh l 

Lesser Bl ack-backed Gull e n :  l n l ana on ! y l  
8/1 7- 1 1/19 Maumee R .  Rapids < TK ) * ,  9/15 Metzger Marsh ( ETh l ,  1 0/8 Mentor Headl ands CTL > ,  1 112 

East l ake CPE J , 1 116 Lora i n  ( 3 )  < TU ,  1 1 / 19  Hun t i ngton Beach < TU ,  1 1/ 1 9  Lora i n  C KM )  

Great B l ack-backed Gul 1 
8/10 She l don' s Marsh CETh) 

Sabine 's Gu l l  C D )  
1 1/4-6 Cleveland CTL , R H ,  LK> 

Caspian Tern 
8/20 Grand Rap i ds < 26 )  CTK> , 9/10 Huron ( 31 l  ( KM l .  9/ 13 F i ndl ay Res. ( 4 l  < BH J ,  9/14 She l don ' s  

Marsh C 45 l  C ETh ) .  9/24 BucK Creek SP ( 3 )  ( DQ ) , l 0/3 Medusa Marsh ( 20 )  CBS l 

Common Tern 
9/7 Mentor Heaa l ands ( 55 )  <TU , 1 0i8 Metzger Marsh : ?O l  C K!'!o l ,  10130 Bayshore ( 300 ) <TK l , 

1 1/24 C leveland < KM )  

Forster ' s  Tern 
8/1 8  Hoover Res .  < KM l .  8/21 Darby Marsh (50 l  C KMo l .  8/20 GNWR ( 300+ ) c �Dl , 0/5 Buck Creek SP 

( 2 0 )  < DO > ,  9/ 1 4  Cedar ?o i n t  ( t 50 ) ( ETh l ,  10/4 Port C : i nton < '. ?5+ J ( BS J . 1 0 ' ! 3  Maumee R .  Rap i ds < ETl 

8 1  ack Tern 
8/21 3uck Creek SP < 5 >  C DO l , 8/31 Hoover Res .  n:n . 0 / 4  Gorder. Pk . t 20 )  ' 1L l ,  01 1 3  F : nd! ay 

Res. < BH l ,  9:14 Cedar Po i n t  < B J  C ETh l 

B 1 ack-nl l led Cuckoo 
8/27 Mahon i ng Co . OlB J .  O ' �O  Magee Marsh ( KM ) .  0, 1 !  CPNWRC , 9/13 T I :11<:.ers C:-ee� SP C ;.'L l ,  9/22 

Waterv i l l e ( £T l  

Yel l ow-bi t !ed CucKoo 
8/6 C l ark Lai<e < DC l ,  9.

1

6 !ast Hamor < ETh l ,  9/7 £ng!ewood Res. c feeair.g your.gl < LG l .  9/10 
Ho !mes Cc. ( ?'{ ) , 0.: 1 :  C?NW?C ( 6 ) ,  9 '22 C i n c : nr:at : ( HC ) , :o, -o �agee Marsh < IMol 

Common Barr.-Owl 
8/24 Hancock. Co . 

�ong-earec Owl 

, "'"' ' \ .;. � :  I 

8/26 JG Gard.ens ( : i ::!e c:e·:e ! arc 3 : �c c:a ; encar J 



Short-eared OWi 
10/3 Huron <TL), 10/16 Sheldon's Harsh (PE) 

Northern Saw-whet OWi 
10/25 Oak Openings (MA) 

Conmon Nighthawk 
8/25 Englewood ( 158) CCBB>, High : 8/27 Shaker Lakes ( 1 190 ) CVF), 8/27 Magee Marsh (288) <JSt), 

8/28 Hamilton Co. (several hundred ) ( BAM), 8/31 Waterville ( 300) (ET) , 8/31 Baldwin Lk. (500) (RH), 
9/1 Cleveland < 195) <TL) , 9/4 Cincinnati (200+) C BS ) ,  10/9 Cincinnati (3) < HC )  { see Records 
Conmittee report for a late nighthawk on 11/13 in Dayton]. 

Whip-poor-wi 1 1  
8/3 Adams Co . < BL > ,  9/17 Adams Co . < BL >  

Chimney Swift 
8/31 Englewood Res. ( 150) (LG) , 9/6 Cincinnati { 250+) <BS>, 10/23 Gordon Pk. CRH) 

Ruby-throated HunminQbird 
8/20 Oak Openings <22> <TK ,  MA) , 8/26 Spring Valley ( 19 )  C HC >, 9/7 Englewood Res. <5 >  < LG>, 

9/10 Spring Valley ( 10 >  <NK > ,  9/16 Adams Co. < BL > ,  Late: 11/2 Hamilton Co . CAW> 

Red-headed Woodpecker 
8/21 Darby Marsh <5> < KMo > ,  9/27 Mill Creek Pk. (5) (NB) 

Yellow-be ! lied Sapsucker 
9/18 Buck Creek SP < DO ) ,  9/21 Lima <RCu), 9/24 Gilmore Ponds <JB>, 9/27 Mill Creek Pk. <NB ) ,  

10/8 Sheldon's Marsh CETh), 10/9 CPNWRC ( 6 ), 11/18 Cincinnati <2> < HC >  

Olive-sided Flycatcher 
8/26 Spring Valley <HC>, 8/26 Adams Co. <BL ) ,  8/29 CJ Brown CCLC ) ,  8/30 Maumee R. Rapids (ET), 

9/11 CPNWRC 

Eastern Wood-PeYee 
8/26 Waterville < 11 >  <ET ) ,  8/26 Spring Valley < 12)  < HC > ,  9/27 Findlay Res. <BH > ,  9/28 Adams 

Co. <BL) , 10/3 Hamilton Co. CNK > ,  Late : 10/23 Su11111it Co. < LK >  

Yell ow-bellied Flycatcher 
8/18 DG Gardens <RH > ,  8/26 Spring Valley < HC > ,  9/3 Parma Hts. CRH> 

Willow Flycatcher 
8/8 Spencer WA <Medina Co.> <ETh) , 8/21 Buck Creek SP CDO>, 9/13 Hancock Co. Cm.ob.) ,  9/14 

Spring Valley <LG> 

Least Flycatcher 
8/27 Cincinnati < HC ) ,  9/21 Hancock Co. Cm.ob. > 

Eastern Phoebe 
10/19 Lima <RCu>, 10123 Adams Co. < BU ,  10/26 N iles <CBa> 

Great Crested Flycatcher 
8/26 Spring Va 1 ley < HC ) ,  9/5 Adams Co. <BU , 9/6 Hancock Co. Cm.ob.> 

Eastern Kingbird 
8/21 Darby Marsh < 15) ( KMo l ,  8/26 Sprlng Val l ey ( 3 )  < HC > .  8/29 Adams Co . <9) C BL), 9/8 Lucas 

Co. ( 8) <Tn 

Purpl e Mar t in 
8/3 Dayton < 300) < CM> , 9/4 Buck Creek SP C DO l, dee !  ine in Cincinnati area < HC>. 

I 
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Tree SWal l ow 
9/28 She 1 dort ' 8  tfarnh ( ! (l(l(l l c ETrt l ,  10/l Spr i ng V,1 l i 1:!Y c 200 l ( N[ l ,  t(L19 GLSM ! 30 J  c [JO J  

Northern Rough-winged Swal l ow 
8/21 Darby Marsh <60 >  < KMo>, 9/5 c : ark Lake ( 1 0 )  ( DO ) , � i gh :  9125 Waterv i l le ( 600 > <TK, ED> 

Bank Swa 1 1  ow 
8/21 Ottawa Co. < 1700 ) C KMo), 8/27 Buck Creek SP ( 300 > ( DO>  

C l i f f Swal l ow 
8/1 3  Hoover Res. ( 40 nests> t LG l ,  8/2! Buck Creek SP C5 l  C DO) , 8/27 Gordon Pk . t RH ) ,  9/13 

Findlay Res. ( BHl, 9/1 7  Lime Lakes < LK> 

Barn Swa 1 low 
8/9 Hancock Co. < 80 >  < BH > , 8/1 1  Mams Co. < 1 02)  ( BL ) ,  8/14 CPNWRC < 54 > ,  8/21 Darby Marsh <50>  

<KMol, 1 0/9 GLSH (5 )  < DO)  

American Crow 
1 1/16  Oak Open i ngs < 3500 > <TK> , 1 1/30 Lorain Co. ( 200 >  (ETh l 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 
8/30 Waterv i l l e < ET > ,  6130 Mams Co. { BL ) ,  9/13 Ni l es < CBal,  10/4 Crane Creek < BS>,  1 0/8 

Englewood Res. (LG> . 1 0/8 She l don 1 s Marsh < ETh l,  10/17 Adams Co. <BL> 

Brown Creeper 
10/2 Holmes Co . < PY>,  1 0/9 Buck Creek SP < DO ).  1 0/ 1 8  Hancock Co. ( 4 l  ( BH l ,  " Exce l l ent numbers' 

<ET>. 

House Wren 
1017 C i nc i nnati < HCl,  1 011 4 Mil : Creek Pk. CNB) , 1 0/25 Find lay Res. C BH )  

\t inter Wren 
1 0/3 C i nc i nnati < 2 >  < HC ) .  1 0/4 Hancock Co. ( 2 )  <m. ob. ) ,  10/8 Englewood Res. < LG) ,  1 0/22 BucK 

Creek SP C D0 ) ,  10/29 DG Gardens ( 3 >  ( LK l  

Sedge Wren 
9/ 1 1  CPNWRC, 10/9 CPN\t/RC 

Marsh Wren 
8/6 Buck Creek SP < DO l ,  8/ 1 4  CPNWRC, 9129 Gordon Pk. ( 3 l  C !U 

Golden-crowned King l et 
1 0/ 1  Germantown Res. < LG ) , :0/2 K i l l deer P l a ins < DO>,  1 0/4 Crane Creek t 7 � > ( BS l ,  lC.125 

Hancock Co. C 12 l  < BH} 

P.uby-crowned King let 
Early : 8/28 Holmes Co. ( PY ) . 8r'3! Engl ewood Res. < LGl , l0/4 Crane Creek U 2 l  < BS l .  1 0 1 8 

Hami l ton Co. C 9 )  < NK > .  10.-9 CPNWRC C l5 l . 1 D • l 5  Buck Creel< SP ( 8 l  C DO l ,  do\.Jn i n  NW Oh i o  < ET : .  

B l ue-gray Gnatcatcher 
9/2 C i nc i nnat i ( HC).  9/5 Bue�, Cree� SP ( D'.J l  

Veery 
9/! 0  Spr i ng Va l ley < NK J ,  0, ' ! 6  Aca.i'!ls C8. ( 3L l .  Q, 16 C t n c l nr. :it i ( HC 1 ,  : o  2 �3.ke Co�J.j.;l ( �G l ,  iC 3 

She l don ' s  Marsh < ETh l 

- - - -�----�--�� 



Gray-cheeked Thrush 
9/18 Buck Creek SP <DO), 10/13 Cincinnati (3) <HC) 

Swainson's Thrush 
8/2 L. Isaac <RH) ,  8/26 Huffman Res. <CM > ,  8/27 Clark Lake <DO>, 9/5 Holmes Co. CPY) ,  9/10 

Cincinnat i ( 30 )  <HC > ,  9/24 M ill Creek Pk. <NB> 

Hermit Thrush 
10/3 Sheldon's Harsh (10)  CETh) ,  10/15 Buck Creek SP ( 4 )  <DO>, 10/20 Cincinnati <HC > ,  10/25 

Ni Jes C CBa > 

Wood Thrush 
9/24 Cincinnati <HC ) ,  9/25 Holmes Co. <PY > ,  10/1 Germantown Res. <LG>, 10/13 Lima (RCu) 

American Robin 
October Cincinnati <2000+ roost ) <BS )  

Gray Catbird 
9/29 Cincinnati ( 4 )  <HC > ,  10/7 CVNRA CJH ) ,  10/30 Buck Creek SP COO), down in NW Ohio <ET>. 

Brown Thrasher 
9/7 Cincinnati <7> C HC > ,  9/18 Darby Marsh <Dlo > ,  9/24 Mill Creek Pk. <NB>, 9/24 Buck Creek SP 

C DO) , 10/29 DG Gardens C LI), down in NW Ohio <ET>. 

Water Pipit 
9/17 Gordon Pk. <4> <TL ) ,  9/24 Buck Creek SP <DO> , 10/2 Whitehouse C 4 >  <MA > ,  10/8 Hoover Res. 

<6 > C KM >, 10/18 Findlay Res. <15) <BH > ,  10/23 Mosquito WR <2> <NB>, 10/26 Spring Valley <2> <LG> 

Cedar Waxwing 
9/4 Buck Creek SP (50 ) <DO> , 1 1/5 E. Fork Lake <200> <NX> ,  1 1/13 Meander Res. <70 > (NB, CBa ) ,  

1 1/21 Whitehouse <290 > <TK> 

shrike, sp , 
1 1/24 Gordon Park C KM >  

White-eyed Vireo 
8/26 Spring Va lley <HC >, 9/8 Adams Co. <BL > ,  9/9 Holmes Co. <PY>, 9/13 Hancock Co. (2 )  Cm.ob. ) 

Solitary Vireo 
10/8 DG Gardens <TL) , 10/8 Aullwood <LG > ,  10/9 CPNWRC, 10/20 Parma Hts. <RH > 

Yellow-throated Vireo 
9/4 Jefferson Co. <NB> , 9/10 Buck Creek SP <DO > ,  9/10 CVNRA <DAC>,  9/14 Spring Valley <LG), 

Late : 10/15 Niles CCBa >  

Warbling Vireo 
8/26 Spring Valley (6 > <HC > ,  9/4 Jefferson Co. <NB> . 9/7 Eng lewood Res. <LG> , 9/10 Magee Marsh 

<KM) 

Philadel phia V ireo 
9/8 Cincinnati C HC > ,  9/18 Buck Creek SP <DO > ,  9/24 Mill Creek Pk. <NB> , 9/25 Headlands SP 

<TL > ,  9/29 Waterv l lle (ET > 

Red-eyed Vireo 
9/10 Cincinnati <HC ) ,  9/ ! 1  Buck Creek SP C 4 > <DO > ,  9125 Hamilton Co. <NK > ,  10/1 Germantown 

Res. <LG> 



Blue-winged Warbler 
9/1 C incinnati C HC l .  9/3 Firestone MP < LK ) ,  0 .4 Buck CreeK SP C DO J .  9/21 Spring Val ley < LG )  

Golden-winged Warbler 
8/29 Englewood Res. < 6) [ ! -Ed. ] CCB} , 9/1 Crane Creek < PE ) ,  <l/8 C i nci nnati < HC ) ,  9/ 10  Toledo 

<ET> 

Tennessee Warbler 
8/19 Lorain <ETh ) ,  8/20 Water v i l le ( ET ) , 8/31 Mams Co. ( BL ) ,  9l3 Buck Creek SP ( DO > , 10/8 

Mi! l Creek Pk . <NB) , 10/ 1 1  C i nci nnat i < HC )  

Orange-crowned Warbler 
10/3 Hami lton Co. (NK J ,  !0/19 Water v i l l e  ( ET ) . 11/4 Shaker Lakes <VF) . Late: 11/23 C i ncinnat i  

< HC )  

Nashv i lle Warbl er 
9/6 Adams Co.  ( BL ) , 9/7 Englew-ood Res. < LG > ,  9/27 Hancock Co .  ( 9 )  <m. ob. l ,  10/3 C i ncinnati 

( decl i ne th i s  fall> < HC > . 10/7 CVNRA < DAC > , 10/8 M il l  Creek Pk. <NB > ,  10/22 Au : l wood ( 2 )  <m .ob. ) 

Northern Paru 1 a 
9/17-18 S ims Park < s i ng i ng! ) < RH ) ,  9/20 Lima <RCu> 

Yellow Warbler 
Late : 11/12 Gordon Pk . <RH> 

Chestnut-s i ded Warbler 
8/26 Huffman Res. ( CM ) ,  8/28 Buck Creek SP ( 00 ) ,  8/29 C i nci nnat i me> . 8/29 Lima ( RCu l ,  9/25 

Hami l ton Co . <NK>  

Magno l i a Warbler 
8/20 Water v i lle < ET) , 8/21 Darby Marsh ( KMo > . 9/2 Cincinnat i ( 8 l  C HC ) , 9/18 Darby Marsh < 1 0 )  

C KHo ) ,  9/25 Hami 1 ton Co. ( 8 )  <NK) , 1Qi9 CVNRA ( JM ) ,  10/11  HancocK Co. ( 3) Cm . ob . )  

Cape May Warbler 
Ear i y :  8/4 Lake Cowan < LG ) ,  8/16 Waterv i lle CETl , 8/29 Ad�ms Co. < BU ,  <l/ 10  C i nc i nnat l C HC ) .  

9/24 Buck Creek SP < DO ) .  9/29 Ni les < CBa) ,  10/0 North f i e l a  ( DACl  

Bl ack-throated Blue Warbler 
9/2 C i nci nnati ( HC ) ,  9/7 Lora i n  Co . < ETh ) ,  9/1 3 Lima <RCu l .  0/1 4  M i ll Creek Pk. CNBl , 9/25 

Hamil ton Co . CND 

YellOl<l-rumped Waroler 
Early : 8/20 Sims Pk . < RH ) . 9/3 Adams Co .  ( BU ,  9 ' 1 0  M i l l  Creek Pk. <NBl , 9/1 4  Spr i ng Val l ey 

< LG } ,  9/24 C i ncinnat i t HC l .  10 -' i l  Hancock Co . ( 68 )  Cm. ob . )  

Black-throated Green Warb l er 
8/28 Holmes Co. ( PY) , 8/31 Adams Co. ( BL J ,  9!25 H,:l.ffil : ton Co.  ( l ! l  <ND , : 0/23 Ho i mes Co.  C PY l ,  

Late:  11/4 Shaker Lakes C VF >  

Bl ackourn i an Warb l er 
Ear ! y :  8:2 Hancock Co. c SH : ,  8:20 Waterv l !  ! e  1 1 2 l  ( E! l .  8/28 N l : es I CBa > .  8/29 Acams Co . I BL l .  

1010 Au l lwood <LG l .  Late :  : :  ' 1  Hancock Cc . C B� l  

Ye\ low-throated Warb '. er 
8/3 M i '. !  Creek Pk. ( very unusu�1 ) ( NB) . 0.18 Adams Co . C BL ) .  q .·z: Sp� � ng Va �  � ey < �8)  

P ine Warbl er 
o/ 6 Hancock Cc. (r:i.oc . ) .  Q.· 1 0  sv tng Va: : ey (NK : .  9 : 1  CPNWRC. O T' S i ms ?k . ( RH ) .  1 0/ l-::  Aaams 

Co. ( 9L l 

r 
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Pra i r i e  Warb l er 
9/3 Hamil ton Co. <ND, 9/8 Adams Co. < BU 

Palm Warbler 
9/10 Adams Co. C BL ) ,  9/1 1  CPNWRC. 9/14 She I don 1 s Marsh < ETh ) ,  9/24 C inc innati <dec l i ne >  < HC > ,  

10/8 Adams Co .  C BL )  

Bay-Dreastea Warb l er 
8i28 Buck. Creek SP ( DO > ,  9/1 6  Clnct nnat l < 6 )  C HC ) , 9/25 Haml 1 ton Co. ( 14) <NK) , 10/9 CVNRA 

(JM ) ,  10/iS Hancock Co. ( BH ) ,  10/19 Waterv il l e  < ET>  

Blackpol ! Warbler 
9.. -f l Aul l wood < DO > ,  9/18 Darby Marsh ( 6 )  ( KMol , 10/8 Holmes Co. <PY> , " Exce l l ent numbers• CRH> 

Cerulean Warbler 
9;7 C inc innati C HCl 

Bl ack-and-wh i t e  Warbler 
8/7 Spr i ng Val l ey < LG>, 8/14  Buck Creek SP < DO>, 8/24 CVNRA < DAC), 9/29 C i nc i nnati < HC>,  10/25 

Wi imington Res. ( LG> 

Amer i can Redstart 
8/24 CVNRA C DACl , 8/28 Buck Creek SP < DO > ,  9/2 C i nc i nnat i < 16>  < HC > ,  9/1 1  CPNWRC < 5 > ,  10/18 

Hancock Co. C BH l ,  " Lowest numbers in my memory" <ET> . 

Prothonotary Warbler 
8/24 CVNRA ( DA.C) 

Worm-eating Warbler 
8/29 C i n c i nnati C HC )  

Ovenb i rd 
9/3 Buck Creek SP < DO> ,  9/1 1  CPNWRC, 9/16 C i nci nnat i ( 5 )  < HC> , 10/1 Germantown Res. < LG ) , 

10/18 N i l es C CBal 

Northern Waterthrush 
9/10 Magee Marsh < 4 l < KM > ,  9/22 She I don s Marsh < ETh ) 

Louis i ana Waterthrush 
8/27 Spr i ng  Valley <LG )  

Kentuck,' Warbler 
813 Hol mes Co.  C PY ) ,  8/31 ( Parma) ( f lde CBC>, 9/1 Sims Park <TU,  9/1 1  CPl\'WRC 

Connecti cut Warb l er 
8/27 Gordon P�. I RH l .  9!9 Strongsvl l l e  C RH J .  9 ' 10 Magee Marsh < KM > .  9/ ! 4  Mentor Heaalands <VF) 

Mourn i ng Warbl er 
8/20 Spr l ngv i 1 1  e M:1rsh <TB) 

Common Yel l owthroat 
9_, z4 Buck Creek SP < DO ) .  9 · 26 Spr ing  'h i l ey ( 9 )  C HC J .  10130 Magee Marsh < KMo) 

Hoodec Warb i er 
8> l 2  Spe:icer WA ( ETh l ,  0,25 Hoir::es Co. < PY J  

Wi'. son s Warb i er 
8.'25 Ci ncinnat l < HCl . 9,7 Hol mes Co . < PYJ .  9/ � �  CPNWRC, 0 /22 Shel don ' s  �arsh < ETh l ,  0,,27 

!:lancock Co. cm .  ob . l .  1 0: 4 Adams Co. l BU 



Canada Warbler 
8/17 Dayton CSU), 8/30 L i ma <RCu), 9/1 Cincinnati C HC ), 9/10 Holmes Co. (PY), 9/1 1  Aullwood 

( DO > ,  9/14 Sheldon's Marsh 

SUJ1111er Tanager 
9/8 Cincinnati < HC >, 9/14 Adams Co. < BL > ,  9/18 Lake Cowan <LG) 

Scarlet Tanager 
9/1 1 Fort Ancient < LG >, 9/19 Akron CLK >, 9/26 Spring Valley CHC) 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
8/7 Buck Creek SP < DO > ,  9/24 Mill Creek Pk. C 3 >  <NB > ,  9/24 Cincinnati < 4> (HC), 10/2 Adams Co. 

< BL>  

Blue Grosbeak 
8/30 Adams Co. (BL) 

Indigo Bunting 
9/24 Buck Creek SP (5 )  < DO), 9/26 Spring Valley ( 4-a pronounced decline £ran 1987) (HC) , 10/8 

Au I l wood (LG) 

Dickcissel 
8/1 Killdeer Plains C ETh > 

Rufous-sided Towhee 
1 1/26 Hami I ton Co . ( 16) <NK> 

American Tree Sparrow 
10/23 Caesar's Creek < LG), 1 1/12 Buck Creek SP < DO>, 1 1/19 Holmes Co. <PY>, 1 1/23 Cincinnati 

< HC>, 1 1/27 Darby Marsh ( 45) < IMo > 

Chipping Sparrow 
10/9 Adams Co . < 40 >  < BL>, 10127 Cincinnati < HC ), 1 1/20 Waterville < ET> 

Vesper Sparr ow 
9/18 Buck Creek SP < DO >, 10/4 Hancock Co. ( 3 )  Cm.ob. > 

Savannah Sparrow 
9/3 Big Is land WA < 12> < KM > ,  9/27 Findlay Res. <BH>, 10/2 Killdeer P l ains (4 )  (00). 1 1/9 CJ 

Brown <LG) 

Henslow's Sparrow 
8/10 E. Fork Lake <PG > 

LeConte
1

s Sparrow 
1 1/9 Sheldon's Marsh < TL >  

Fox Sparrow 
10/10 Oak Openings <MA), 10/30 Magee Marsh < KMo>, 1 1/1 Germantown Res. (7 )  (fide JS), 1 1/6 

Spr i ng Va l l ey < LG) , 1 1/13 CPNWRC, 1 1/ 15 Hancock Co . C l O )  < BH > ,  1 1/27 E. Fork Lake (several ) <PG l 

Song Sparrow 
1 1/26 Hami 1 ton Co. C95) <NK l  

Lincoln's Sparrow 
9/10 Magee Marsh C KM > ,  10/9 Ho lmes Co. CPY > ,  !0/9 CPNWRC C6 l , 10/15 Buck Creek SP ( DO ) ,  1 0/30 

Magee Marsh C KMo l 

S\lamp Sparro1w 
10/Q CPNWRC C 21 > 

• 



l 

Wh l te-thrr:1atea Sri,:irrnw 

9/24 Buck Creek: SP ( DO ) ,  9/29 N l  l es < CBa l ,  10/9 CPNWRC ( 186 ) ,  1 0/22 C lnc !nnat l (30 )  < HC ) , 1 1/8 
Hancock Co. ( 25) Cm .ob . ) ,  l ower than usual ( ET > .  

Wh i te-crowned Sparrow 
9/26 Sheldon:s Marsh CETh l ,  10/9 CPNWRC ( 34 ) ,  1 1/5 E. Fork Lake ( 10 )  < NK ) ,  1 1/20 Gordon Park 

< 1 00+ ) ( TL ) ,  1 1 /24 W i lm ington ( 25 )  ( LG )  

Dark-eyed Junco 
9/24 DG Gardens < LK ) .  9/28 Ham i l  ton Co . <NK l ,  10/8 Ho l mes Co. <PY) , 1 1/20 Gordon Park ( 350 ) 

CTLl 

Lap l and Longspur 
1 1/12 Gordon Pk.  < 8 l  CRH l [ on l y  report ) 

Snow Bun t i ng 
1 1/3 Lora in  (35) <ETh ) ,  1 116 CJ Brown < 7 )  C TB l ,  1 1/10 Wi l l ow Pt . WA (25) C TI ) ,  1 1/26 F i nd l ay 

Res. < 156) < BH ) ,  1 1/27 Buck Creek SP ( DO ) ,  ' good numbers ear l y  Nov . •  ( TL ) .  

Bobo I i nk 
8/20 ONWR ( dozens) C ET l  

Red-winged Bl ackbird 
9/1 1  CPNWRC < 1 500 ) ,  1 0/23 Buck Creek SP ( 200 )  C OO) 

Western Meadow l ark 
8/29 Maumee Bay SP <s inging> < DD l  

Yei l ow-headed Blackb i rd 
10/30 Spr ingv i l l e  Marsh < 2 >  <TBl 

Rusty Blackbird 
10/16 Caesar - s  Creek/Spr i ng Val l ey  < 30 )  < DO ) ,  10/30 Magee Marsh <40 )  < KMo l .  1 1/1 Hancock Co .  

< 284) C BH l .  1 1/6 Spr i ng Val l ey C 150 ) < LG ).  1 1/7 Waterv i l l e < 50 )  < ET> 

Brewer ' s  Bl ackb i rd 
1 1:'10 Lucas Cc . ( 6 )  < ET H 1  

Corrrnon Grack i e  
81 1 9  Adams Co . < 1 1 0 0 )  ( BU .  1 0/ !8  Hancock Co. ( 665) < BH )  

Brown-headed Co..rb i rd  
8/27 C l ar1< :ak.e < 50 )  CO> .  l0i l8  Hancock Co. < 256) CBH> 

Orch::ro Or l c i e  
8 ' 2  : . : sa.ac < RH l 

8121 Darby �arsh < '. 2 )  < K�c ) .  8:26 Wate, •: ; '. ' e ( 9 l  C ET l .  012 C inc i :rnat i < HC } , !..ate :  1 1/24 ( CBll: , 

Ear : y :  9;5 f:::r:c:oc.:. Co . (3� ) . : �! l5  !n , es ( C:Ba ) .  l 0 - 1 6  Ao:ams Co . : BL l .  lC/23 Suck Creek. SP 

? :  'le S isk i n  

Eren i ::g Gre;sne ;k·, 

o .. : s  P1"u '. : wcoc { ;S ) .  9 , 27 �a;.::�c1<. Cc . ( m . ::c . ;  

.. 
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F.XOTICS 

Ruddy Shelduck 8/31-10/8 Eng lewood Res. 

The following species e licited few, if any, canments from reporters concern ing change of 
status within the state. 

Red-tai I ed Hawk 
American Kestrel 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
Ring-bil led Gu l l  
Herring Gu 1 1  
Rock Dove 
Mourning Dove 

ADDENDA/CORRIGENDA 

E. Screech-Owl 
Great Horned Owl 
Barred Owl 
Belted K ingf isher 
Red-be l l ied Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 

Pileated Woodpecker 
Northern Ft icker 
Horned Lark 
B l ue Jay 
B l ack-capped Chickadee 
Caro l ina Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 

White-breasted Nuthatch 
Carol i na Wren 
Eastern Bluebird 
Field Sparrow 
Eastern Meadow l ark 
American Go ldfinch 
House Finch 
House Sparrow 

Sightings r.eceived too late for inclusion in the Su[!lller Report incl uded a pair of Winter wrens 
feeding young in the CVNRA in June CJM). The correct county for Barberton is SurmJit. Sightings 
attributed to ( KM) in Vol. 11 ( 4) should be attributed to C KMo >. P l ease de l ete the Long-toed stint 
reference fran Vol. 11 (4 ) :18. The bird was reported on l y  as an "odd peepu and never specifica lly 
as a Long-toed stint. 

******************************************* 

A Sabine's gull seen by many observers in January in C l eve land may be the first mid-winter 
record for North America. Deta i ls wi l l  be published in the next issue of THE OHIO CARDINAL. 

******************************************* 

Tom Bartlett of Tiffin has joined the Ohio Cardinal Records Committee. Tom has long been 
active in Ohio ornitho logy and is an ardent and exper ienced fie l d  b irder . Tom was one of the 
mainstays of the recent ly completed Ohio Breeding Bird Atlas. He has compi led an Oh io b ird list of 
over 300 spec i es and a North American l ist of we l l  over 600 species. We wel come him as a member of 
the records conmittee. 
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Report of the Records Committee, Fall 1988 

The Ohio Cardinal Records Committee (OCRC) received 36 documentations of 
34 separate birds during Fall 1988. The OCRC accepted 2-4 of the 36 documentations; 
they are reported elsewhere in the issue. In the 12 other cases we were either 
unable to verify the sightings reported from the descriptions provided, or have other 
comments. Those sightings are as follows: 

Red-throated Loon - Bresler Reservoir 1 1-3. Description incomplete. sketchy, 
size comparison unreliable with no Common Loon present. (Not seen very well? 
Description states "wanted to get a better look. but couldn't wait . . .  " etc . )  

Red-necked Grebe - Bresler Reservoir 1 1-3. Not clear whether size comparison 
with other grebe was actually possible; plumage description includes some 
in consistencies. 

Western Grebe - Bresler Reservoir 1 1-23 .  Sketchy description. Insuffiecien t 
detail and precision for such a rare species; does not .rule out Red-necked Grebe or 
even loons. 

Trumpeter Swan - Metzger Marsh, 9- 16 .  Accept as Trumpeter Swan . Was it a 
wild bird or an escape? 

Goshawk - Findlay. 1 1-22. Description does not rule out Cooper's Ha.wk or even 
an immature Red-tailed. 

Merlin - w. of Lima, 1 1-23. Description incomplete . Shape of bi.rd not given, 
description does not establish that bird was a raptor. 

Purple Sandpiper - Ferguson Reservoir, 9-4'. Very brief, sketchy description 
of a rare bird in an unlikely place on a very unlikely date. Beak size, shape & color 
not mentioned. 

Little Stint - Willow Pt. Wildlife Area. 1 1 - 1 .  2. A very detailed. well-documented 
sighting .  However. since this old-world species has not been recorded in Ohio 
previously, we can only relegate this sighting to llypothetical status. Small Stints 
are notoriously difficult to identify. and acceptance of this record would require the 
submission of a specimen. or photographs of the bird in the hand. 

Sabine's Gull - Ferguson Reservoir, 10-12 .  Location of triangular wing pattern 
not stated, head pattern doesn't fit; does not conclusively rule out Bonaparte's. 

Common Nighthawk - Dayton 1 1-13 .  Accept as Nighthawk sp. Especially on 
such an unusually late date, the Lesser Nighthawk is also possible. 

Northern Raven (8 birds) - Ferguson Reservoir, 10- 12 .  Brief, sketchy 
description that does not mention beak size or throat feathers; crows apparently were 
not present for direct comparison. Ravens not reliably reported in Ohio in this 
century. Extremely unlikely location for a first sighting,  far removed from the 
Raven's existing range. 

Varied Thrush -CR 205 at Blanchard R. 1 1 - 1 .  Puzzling description, fitting 
Varied Thrush in some particulars. (eyestripe, wingbars) but not others (white tail 
band, "like a Kingbird" ) .  Committee is not convinced the bird was a Varied Thrush . 
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BACHMAN' S SPARRO'w IN OHIO 

Robert Harlan 

The history of the Bachman 1s Sparrow ln Ohio presents an Intriguing study In avian 
distribution. However, to comprehend the nature of this distribution in our area , one must 
first examine the accounts of the Bachman 's  Sparrow from its ancestral range, the southeastern 
United States. 

The Bachman's  Sparrow was first discovered by John Bachman along the Edisto River near 
Charleston, South Carolina in April, 1832. Bachman's  friend, John James Audubon, collected 
several specimens and named this newly described species after Its discoverer ( Hardin, 1 983). 
It seems likely that for a nesting species to remain completely undiscovered near a major city 
such as Charleston, the species in question must have been either difficult to Identify or 
present in very small numbers. Most likely, both conditions held true at the time. 

The Bachman 's  Sparrow is notoriously shy, seldom prov iding good views. While the song is 
quite notable, one must remember that the species was unkn0v1n at the time, and the song could 
have been passed off as that of another species emitting a variation on a more typical song. In 
fact, Bachman be ! ieved that in the past he may have mistaken what he now recognized as the 
Bachman's Sparr0v1 song for a vocalization of the Rufous-sided Towhee (Weston, 1968). 

Also, the prevailing vegetat ional condit ions limited the number of Bachman's  Sparr0v1s. At 
the time, virgin pine forests covered much of the southeastern United States. Accord ing to 
Weston ( 1968), •so close and dense was this gr0v1th that there was 1 l ttle or no underbrush and 
the ground was bare except for a clean mat of p ine needles. The only cover or food available 
for ground-ranging birds was along the infrequent edges. � Sl0v1ly, however, the substantial 
logging industry opened up these areas, creating considerable second gr0v1th and edge habitats . 
As this s ituation widened, the door was opened for the Bachman's  Sparrow populaton explosion of 
the late 1800's  and early 1900's. 

With these newly created habitat corridors , the Bachman's Sparrow was able to expand into 
previously unsuitable areas. Weston ( 1968) states ''There can be no doubt of the a l most 
explosive increase in numbers because, before the close of the nineteenth century, Bachman 's  
Sparrow had become so corrmon throughout the southeast that i t  had to expand into areas that had 
never known it before--Tennessee, Kentucky, West Virginia, and even southern Ohio and 
southwestern Pennsy l vania. " Indiana ' s  first Bachman's Sparr0v1 was found ln 1871 ( Butler, 1898 ) ,  
followed by Ohio's, taken near South Webster, Scioto County in 1897 ( Brooks, 1938>, then by West 
Virginia's in 1903 < Hall, 1983), and by Pennsylvania 1s in 1910 (Todd, 1940). Based on this 
Information, Brooks <1938) hypothesized that the Bachman's  Sparrow invaded our area " . . •  from 
the south and southwest, following roughly the valley of the Ohio River. " 

In Ohlo and elsewhere, the Bachman's  Sparrow strengthened Its foothold in the decades that 
fol lowed. By 1937, Lawrence Hicks, in Brooks <1938) presented data from 40 Ohio counties, 
predominantly ln the unglaciated southeastern portion of the state. These counties are as 
follows : Adams, Ashland, Athens, Belmont, Brown, Butler, Clermont, Clinton, Coshocton, 
Fairfield, Fayette, Franklin, Gallia, Greene, Guernsey, Hamilton, Highland, Hocking, Holmes, 
Jackson, Knox, Lawrence, Lick ing, Meigs, Monroe, Montgomery, Horgan, Muskingum, Noble, Perry, 
Pickaway ,  Pike, Ross, Scioto, Tuscarawas, V inton, Warren , Wash ington, and Wayne. In his study 
of the breeding birds of unglaciated Ohio, Hicks (1937) determined the Bachman's  Sparrow to be 
fairly c0111non in Hocking County, uncOlllllon in V inton County, and present in various degrees of 
rarity in 17 other counties prev iously listed. Additional records , primarily overshoot birds, 
have come from Erie, Lucas, Ottawa, Cuyahoga, Lake, Portage, and Carroll Counties ( Cooke, 1914 :  
Campbell, 1968; Williams, 1950 : Buchanon, 1980 ). Undoubtedly, other county records exist. 
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Di .. r l ng th ls  per i oa, the Bachmaw s Sparrow \.He of i ocai rlietc l titit l on ,  but an observer w i th 
an awareness of ! ts h,3bltat requirements cou l d  deper:aanl y  f l no th i s  spec i es l n  many parts of the 
state. However, a gradual popul at ion reduct i on set in over the fo l  l ow ing  years. By the 1960 ' s ,  
the Bachman 1 s Sparrow oecame increasingly diff icu lt  to locate ,  and near l y  i mpossibl e  to find by 
the late J 970 ' s .  This decline has al so been mirrored in neighboring states. Boh l en < 1978} 
states that in I 1 i inois the Bachman' s Sparrow was present as far as the central and northern 
port i ons of the state between the 1920 1 s and 1 950 1s, but that it is now seldom found even in the 
south. In } ndi ana,  Ke! l er, et al . C l  979) remarks of a decli ne in abundance. t�e story in West 
V i rgin i a  i s  s l mi l iar, as Hal l  ( 1983) states 1 1  • • • at the present time, there is no p l ace known 
i n  the state at wh i ch one can confident l y  expect to f ind the species. " The paucity of reports 
in American Birds i n  recent years supports these concl usions. Except for a few isol ated 
stragglers, the Bachman ' s  SparrOw" is now essential l y  absent from our part of the country. 

Why did th is drastic turnaround take p l ace? The def i n i t ive causes may not be entirel y  
c l ear, but the fo l  l ow i ng f actors probabl y  p l ayed a part l n  t h i s  dee! l ne. As second growth 
habit a ts matured, su i table areas ava i I able to the Bachman' s Sparrow diminished. I n  addition , 
the increased attention to soi! conservat ion may have a l so been a factor. Accordi ng to Barbour 
( 1 Q73) ,  "Curios l y, the recl amation of worn-out f i e l ds and eroded gul l ies has frequentl y 
decreased the numbers of a few species that prefer o l d  fiel ds and erosion cuts. The habitat 
preferences of Lark Sparrow and Prairi e  Warbl er, for examp l e, make them vulnerabl e  to l and 
improvement. The species most affected is Bachman' s Sparrow . . .  " Another pertinent factor 
may have been the pattern i n  which a new species in an ecosystem " runs wil d� unti l natural 
controls develop to check its growth. Regardless of the causes, the effects of the dec l ine  have 
been dramatic. 

One 's  chances of f i nding the Ba.chman 1 s Sparrow in Oh i o  today are of course extremel y  s l im. 
However, with a l i tt l e knowledge of their l ife history, the odds are perhaps somewhat better. 
Hicks, in Brooks < 1938 ) ,  found the median spr i ng arri val date near Col umbus to be April 22 , and 
the median fa l l departure date to be August 17. Considering  the species' sku l k i ng  nature, these 
Cates must serve on l y  as rough guidel ines, especi a l l y  in the fa l l after s i nging had ceased. 
H i c1<s \./'rote  extens i ve ly  concern i ng the s i t uations preferred by the Bachman's Sparrow in its 
rieyaay, anct I quote his notes l iberal l y  here to  provide a detai l ed apprisal of their habitat 
requirements: 

''A person acquainted with the eco l ogy of the spec ies can readi l y f i nd twenty-five 
birds for every one l ocated by the 'hit and miss' method. The. cutting of the 
forest, soi 1 erosion, and the abandoning of f arms have favored the spec i es. I t  
l s  pract ically never found l n  a fie l d  until at l east four years after cul tivation 
has ceased. Also. i t  i s  practi cal l y  confined to hill country . . .  Usual ly it is 
found on those r idge tops \.lhich drop away sharply in a d i v i de to either side. 
The choi cest l ocat i ons are about f ift r' to one hundred yaros down from the ridge 
tops in old deserted f ie l os. A typ i cal territor1• i s  a ci rcle 1 50 feet away from 
an eroded gu l ! 1· which has hea l ed and i s  now wel l covered w i th mi sceilaneous 
trees, shrubs , a:-:d particulary b l ackberry bramb l es. , . A good water supply, with 
humid and fer: i l e  soil , soon provides a vegetat ion set-up too dense for this 
spec i es . . .  There '. s  nc l na l cat lon that p i nes add anything to the attract i veness 
of the habitat" 
{ Brooks, 1 Q38) . 

Base::i or. th ! s  informat '. o'.'l , Bachmar r s Sparro\.l habitat i :i  Ohio· d l f fers from ttie habitats used in 
the southeasterr. Ur. : ted St ates. �ver. so . the need for ope:i condi t l ons is mai n t l l ned. Whereas 
the species ; s  typical i y  diff icult tc ocserve, i t  shou : ct  often be detectabl e i f  prese:it by 
v '. rt�e  c! : ts : c:.;c. ffiJS '. ca l : y  p \ eas l r:g song. Brook.s { 1 038 ) sts.tes. " Appa.rent l y  the b i ros are 
we: 1  with i n  thei r song-c·tc : e whe:1 �hey arr ive ! :-:  our t er r i tory. Singing oegins irr.med l ate l y ,  and 
l s  cont � nuec frequent : r  t.nt i  1 h'e : : :i.: o�g : �  �� ! y. '� 
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Backed w i th  a fam ! l i ar l t·t of l ts song and hab i tat preferences, a b l rd lng t r i p  through 
southern or southeastern Oh i o  in the spr i ng or ear l y  summer months cou l d  conceivab l y  st i  l 1 
produce, w i th a great deal of 1 uck, a Bachman' s Sparrow that hasn · t heard the nev1s about the 
dec l i ne of l ts  spec i es .  
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SANDHILL CRANES NEST IN WAYNE COUNTY 

<Repr i nted from the Nongame Quarterly , Vol. 4 [ 1 1 )  

A graduate school professor once observed that b iologi sts perhaps concentrate too much on 
the :rnusual. While he may have been r i ght , i t  i s  also true that the unusual has a way of 
getting your at ten t i on. This was the s i t uat i on for Ohio's  f i rst nest ing  Sandh i l  I cranes in more 
than 60 years. Al though the bi rds apparent I y have been nest i ng i n  Wayne County for the last 
three or four years, i t  wasn ' t  un t :  I th is  year that a nest was located and ver i f i ed. I t  had a 
norma1 clutch of two eggs when i t  was l ocated by hel i copter i n  mi d-May. 

Ohi o  i s  fortunate i n  that the D iv is ion 's  p ilot , John C l em, has several years of exper i ence 
i n  conduct ing  aer i al searches for sandh i ll nests. Thi s  experience was gained by ass ist i ng the 
l!.S. F i sh and W ildl i fe Servi ce i n  the i r  studies of the Sandh i ll crane popul ation on the Seney 
Nat i onal Wi l d l i fe Refuge i n  M i ch igan's  Upper Peninsula. The purpose of that study i s  to 
determ ine the feasibi I i  ty of i ntroducing Whoopi ng cranes into the area, to establish another 
popu I at i on and make the speci es more secure. John remarked that, from the a i r ,  the area 
contai n i ng the Ohi o  sandhi l i nest l ooked i dent i cal to a typi cal  sandh i 1 1  breedi ng terr i tory i n  
M i ch i gan. 

The history of sandh i l l s  i n  Ohi o  i s  a l i t t l e  fuzzy. They were f i rst ment i oned by Jared P. 
K i rt l and i n  1 838 , but he referred to the Whooping  crane and the Sandhi ll crane i n terchangeably. 
I n  1 882, J.M. Wheaton glJesseo that K i rtland was actually referr ing  to sandh i lls, but he 
equi vocated on the b i rd's status. He ment i oned on l y  that sandh i l  l s  were " probably [anl 
occas i onal summer resident. ' In  1903, Lynds Jones of Ober l i n  Col 1 ege stated conclus i ve l y  that 
sandh i l l s  bred i n  Ohi o ,  and gave a couple of spec i f i c  l ocat i ons. 

The l ast known nest i n  the state was i n  1926, about a m i le east of the present W i llard 
Marsh Wildli fe Area i n  Huron County. The ex i st i ng 1,676 acres are all that remain of the former 
20-square-mi l e  Huron Bog, which must have been a trad i t i onal nest i ng area for sandhi l ls. The 
fate of the l ast nest sounds l ike a soap opera. �ccording to an account by Lawrence H i cks, one 
of the pair was shot. l eaving  the unmated bi rd to return to the area al one for several weeks 
each year. from 192? to 1931 . The longevity  record ln the w i ld for sandh i lls i s  18 years and 3 
months. 

It is net known what the future holds for sandh i l ls i n  Ohio. They reglJ J arly occur as 
m igrants, somet imes i n  large flocks. Reintroduct i on of the speci es as a nester always seemed an 
attract i ve project , but hab i tat availab i l i t y  was a major problem. on·e th ing i n  the crane's 
favor i s  that they appear to oe re l ax i ng some str i ngent hab i tat requ i rements regarding wetland 
size and degree of i solat i on from people . In recent years, they have extended the i r  range i n  
southern M 1 ch i gan , ana have nested i n  relat i vely small wetland s i tes near the Ohi o  border. 
Whatever the future holds ,  i t· s  nice to kno1, that at l east one pai r  has added to the present 
d: versi ty  of Ohio· s breeding b l r-ds. Somet :mes : t s n l ce to focus on the unusua l .  
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Ed Pierce 

A Fi eld Guide to  Hawks: North Ameri:a. W .  S. C l ark. Houghton Miffl i n  Co. , Boston , 1987. 
Hawks i n  Flight. P. Dunne , D .  Sib ley . and C .  Sutton. Houghton Miffl i n  Co . ,  Boston,  1988. 

Contrary to your fi rst impress i on ,  these books comp l ement each other. Both should be in your 
source l ibrar y .  They are , however, of ) imited use i n  the fi e l d .  

Fie l d  Guide t o  Hawks i s  the newest i n  the Peterson F i e ! d  Guide seri es. I t  i s, accord ing to  
one reviewer ( Roberts,  1987, Bird Observer of  E .  Mass . ,  Vo l .  ! 5  [5 ] : 234 ) ,  " the most thorough 
discussion of the i den t i fi cat i on of North �.meri can hawks ava i l able today . "  Unfortunately, i t  i s  of 
limi ted use i n  the fi e l d  as you might not expect from its name. So much informa t i on i s  packed i nto  
each spec i es that you must know the sa i i ent di agnostic  features of  the  speci es whi l e i t  is  under 
your fleet i ng observa t i on rather than l ook i t  up after the bird has passea. However, from thi s 
book you can learn a l l  of those refi ned di agnostic  features that " the big ooys• know and then app l y  
them i n  the fie l d. On l y  flight character ist ics c typical or comparat i ve  behavior or overall 
appearance ),  wh i ch are not coverea we l l .  will  require add i t i ona l  field experience. 

HQ\,lever, fl i gh t  character i st i cs are the �hesi s of Hawks in Fligh t .  Thi s  book stresses 
ident i fi cat i on based on overt shape . si z e ,  p l umage, acti ons--the overall impression.  

Buteos, accip i ters, fa'. cons, < : tes .  the  Northern harr ier , eagles and vultures, and the 8spre�· 
are the seven chapters of the 167 ;,age text . Each chapter begins with  a bas i c  descr ipt ion of that 
group and the tra i ts  that unite t!'-em and those that set them apart from the others. Then a 
deta iled descript i on of the iden t i fy i ng f : e l d  marks ( shape , plumage, and manner of fl i gh t )  of each 
species "'7i t h i n  the group is g i ven . �ach chapter ends w: th a section en t e l  i lng them apar t ,  whi ch 
compares and contrasts speci es of s :mi l ar appearance, e . g. Te l ling Buteos Apart , Te l li ng Acclpi ters 
Apart , Te l li ng Fa l cons Apart, Tel ! l ng K i tes Apart , Te l li ng Harr i ers from the Rest, Te l l i ng Osprey 
from the Rest. Each chapter has mul t iple black and whi te drawl ngs of each spec l es i n  £ 1 i ght 
( dorsal and ventral v i ews) .  The rema l noer of the book i s  145 black and whi t e  photos of each 
species i n  f l i ght.  Twenty-three spec i es are covered. 

The F i e l d  Guide to Hawks has : i 2  pages of :ex t .  24 color and 2 bl ack and whi te plates, and 241 
bl ack and whi t e  photos. ! t  cove�s 3Q spec :es  < : nc ludes Cali forn i a  condor . Hook-bi l l ed k i te, Sna i l  
k i te, Common B \ ack �awk, Harr l s  haw� . •  G�ay haw1<. , Roads ide hawk , Short-tai l ed hawk, Whi te-tailed 
hawk , Zone-tai l ed hawk , Whi te-tai ! ed eagl e ,  Steller's Sea eagl e ,  Crested caracara ,  Eurasian 
kestre i ,  Apl omaao fal con , and Northern hoboy i n  aadl t : on to those species  i n  Hawks i n  Flight ) .  The 
various morphs of Red-t a l : ed. Swainson s. and Rough- l egged hawks as we l l  as the age sequence 
p l umages of Ba id  and Goi cten eagles are a l l J r.e l uded ln text , p '. ates,  ano photos. 

in sho�t, the Fjela Guide to Haw�s deal s w i th the t l ne po i nts of each part of the bird �hile 
Hawks i n  F ; i ght dea l s  ..,1 t h  what 1·ou see : :: :he sky wher. :hose parts are expressed as the tota �  
ni  rel. 

! f  cou l d  nuy on i y  one cf these 0001<.s . I would choose �aw1<s i n  F:lght for i ts i nst;uct i onal 
teaching techn ique of compa::- ing each spec i es t o  simi lar speci es :n f ! l ght .  Bt: t I have both as the 
F i e ! d  Guide to Ha1.1ks i s  a har:dy . l nexpens: ve encyci oped l 3.  source ooo�. for those f i ne po ints  that 
ar l se. 

Pr lce :  � F l e ! d  Gulde to P.awks, s :9 .95 c \ othoound, S 13 . 95 paperback. 

Havks i n  F: i ght. $ � 7. 05 hardbound. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

To: Ohio B i rders 

!;ear Co ! leagues, 

In 1978 , the publicat ion of The Cardinal permitted a heightened awareness of current 
happenings w ith Oh i o · s  av ifauna through timely presentat i on of detailed information . Today we have 
a stronger Qhl.Q__Cardina) st i l l  progressing toward our collect ive goal of a respected and 
informat ive journal. However , I perce ive a threat to th is  enlightened age of ornithological 
corrmun ication, the not ion of competit ion between publicat ions, and the possible schizm between Ohio 
b i rders that may follow. Already I have been exposed to the antipathy that exists between certa in 
groups in Ohio. 

As Mr. P i erce recently pointed out, The Ohio Cardinal does not replace American Birds but 
supp I ements it. The Oh io Cardinal provides the opportunity to reveal , w ith its greater depth of 
coverage, the details of a winter invasion , the seasonal passage of a m i grant, or the ups and downs 
of the breeding season . Certainly we wou ld  be remiss to ignore the regional overv iew as described 
professionally in each issue of Americao Birds. However , fine tuning our cover age, especia l l y  
attacking the spatial and temporal gaps in our knowledge, wlll , over time, create a highly readable 
record of the changes we are forever putt ing our environment through. 

I state the obvious but I believe a few have forgotten th i s. I ask that all birders i n  Ohio 
from amateur to expert cCXllllit to the support of the ir  state journal. Amateurs, I say to you, take 
care , be cautious , and practice thoroughness when providing records. Try to f i 1 1  in the gaps the 
experts can 1t reach or s imply overlook. To the experts, I suggest providing your expertise as 
gu idance and d i scuss amongst ourse lves how we may cooperate to further Oh io orn ithology. 

V ic Fazio 
Shaker He ights ,  Ohio 

OBSERVERS 

Matt Anderson MA Vic Fazio VF Charlotte Mathena CM 

Ron Aust i ng RA Norma F lannery NF Jeff Maugans JM 

Carole Babyak CBa A lex Fuhr AF Lyla Messick LM 
Dorothea Barker DB Larry Gara LG Velda M iller VM 
Tom Bartl et t TB Harriet Gaspon HG Kent Mi t ler KM 

Sue Baxter SB Peg Gatch PG Beth Mitchell BM 
Betty Berry BB Jul ie Godsey JG Kathy Mock KMo 
Charlie Berry CB Betty Hardesty BH Bi! I Mor ing BMo 
Skip Boehme SB Robert Harlan RH Maynard Neal HN 

Nancy Brundage NB J im  Hickman JH Joanne Olman JO 
C l iff Cathers cc J im Hi 1 1  JHi Doug Overacker DO 
Laur ie  Cathers LC Scott Hites SH Anna Scarborough AS 
Dwight/Ann Chasar DAC Gary llll',,la J le G I  John Shrader JS 
Harry Connor HC Ned Kel I er NI Bruce Stehl ing BS 
Ray Corder RC Tom Kemp TK Jay Stenger JSt 
Robert Cutter RCu Kathy Knoblet KK John Stoph let JSo 
Mat>le Da i l y MD Joe Komorowski JK Erdine Thcxnpson ETh 
David D ister DD Len Kopka LI Dorothy Tobkin DT 
Er ic Durbin ED Ga len Lenhert GL El I lot Tramer ET 
Elinor Elder EE Tom LePage TL Sue Utterback SU 

Paul Ellsworth PE Barbara Lund BL Art Wiseman AW 
Duncan Evered DE Yvonne Margaret YM Virginia Wiseman w 

Bonnie Fancher BF Barb Markham BM Lamar W itmer LW 
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Trumpeter swan at Metzger Harsh , Lucas Co . ,  16 September 1988. Note the relat ively long 
straight bill and extensive b l ack skin as it approaches the eye. Photograph by John Pogacn1k. 

Rea-throated l oon c e,.jff)e i n1J i v (ai.1al ae. ,::overr, :j(I November 1988, He,idl ,iM5 Bea,::h Sta.te Pack . 

Photograph by Tan LePage . 
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Th . irty-eight counties received coverage f 
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