HIW TO AKE A BLUK GROEAKAK IN DHIN
Tom Bartlett

Unless you’‘re one of the lucky few northern or central Ohlo birders to have seen this acclidental
spring migrant (in those Chio areas), vou have to go south to the Ohlo River to find this now uncommon to
rare annual nester.

First, however, learn the song, *a serles of rich rlsing and falllng warbles®, which sounds
finch-1tke to me. HNormally, you will locate the bird first by its song.

Now, prepare to travel to Adams County, Chlo. 1 would suggest you do It In June when migrating
birding slows and thls species ls singing on territory. The last half of May could, however, give you
better views of some other species you may want such as Wild turkey, Ruffed grouse, Summer tanager, and
Chuck-will‘s-widow, most of which can still be located, at least by sound, in June.

The Blue grosbeak !s a rare summer nester in the Chio counties bordering the Ohio River east to
Melgs County and now uncommon in Adams County where it has been exceptionally rellable the last three
years. Adams County has apparently been the recipient of the continuing northward expansion of this
species. From 1965 through 1987, 1 observed 4-5 pairs and/or singing males. This summer (19883, I found
one singing male and other males and females have been seen.

To find Blue grosbeaks in Adams County, go to West Union, Ohio. Then travel east on Ohlo Route 125
to Chio Route 348. Turn north on 348 and drive until 34B crosses Ohio Brush Creek. Immediately after
crossing the ¢reek, turn south on Township Road 148, Travel this dead end road or walk it listening and
watching for the bird. It !s on this road that I have had my best luck, finding four singing males in
one mile in 1987, and one (I did not survey the entire rpad) in 1988,

The second best lccation for me is Waggoner-Riffle Road nearby In Adams County. If you are on T148
above, go back to Ohio 125.  Travel east to the next intersection. This is Waggoner-Riffle Road. Head
south on this road for about one and one-half miles untl] you encounter a large pasture on the east side
of the road. This is the first pasture on this side of the road since Route 125. If you are at the
correct pasture, you should be able to look northeast and gee Buzzardroost Rock, across the pasture, up
on the side of the mountain. This pasture should be searched from the road for the birds. Both male and
female have been seen here several times in 1988.

If you are still unsuccessful, travel the length of Waggoner-Riffle Road searching for the bird.
Keep In mind it is fond of pastures with some brush, a stream, and bushy roadsides. Waggoner-Riffle Road
dead ends at the Rieveschi Preserve gate of the Cincinnati Museum of Natural History and the Nature
Congervancy. This road also has Yellow-breasted chat, White-eyed vireo, Northern bobwhite, Carollina wren
and chickadee, Wild turkey, Grasshopper sparrow, Mockingbird, Prairle warbler, Whip-poor-will, and
Chuck-will’s-widow (heard at night). '

A third location to check is County Road 2. Start in West Union and go south on Ohio Route 41 to
Bentonvillie, Ohio. Here, drive County Road 2 south. Less than two miles of driving on this road will
produce the habitat described above. Search this area. If you have driven more than two miles on this
road, you have gone too far. Also look for Lark sparrow along this road. It has been seen here. Adams
County is the second best place in the state (it is easiest to find at Oak Openings Park, Lucas County)
to find this rare sparrow.

While in Adams County, look for Henslow’s sparrow, Loggerhead shrike, Summer tanager, Orchard
oriole, Pine warbler, and Black vuiture, Black vulture nested this year and last at Abner Hollow Nature
Preserve (held by the Nature Conservanc¢y and the Cincinnat! Natural History Museum) in the county.

But now I learn that this year is a bonus one for Blue grosbeaks. You can go to the Oak Openings of
Lucas County, 150 yards south of Chio Route 64 on Manore Road and from Manore Road observe a nesting pair
of Blue grosbeaks in a large field on the west side of the rcad (details on this first northern Chio

nesting to be published later).
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