1987-88 Christmas Bird Counts

Pete Montion and Tom Eemp

Fifty-nine counts were recelved for Ohio for the 1987-88 Christmas Bird Count season. We are
pleased that all counts conducted in Ohlo were submitted to THE OHIO CARDINAL.

Gypsum led the way with 92 specles, this accomplished with only nine observers! (lose behind were
Cuyahoga Falls with 88 specles and Toledo with 87. No other counts registered more than 80 specles.
Most Individuals were tallied at Cleveland and Buckeye Lake, with 58,180 and 56,430, respectively,
Cuyahoga Falls recrulted an amazing 182 observers, Cincinnat! 106, Wilmot 76, and Dayton 74. HNumbers of
common Species are correspondingly high on those counts.

December was quite mild throughout the state accounting for an increased tally of lingering specles.
Common loons and grebes were well represented. Undocumented Red-necked and Bared grebes were reported
from Lakewood and Cleveland, respectively. Double-crested cormorants were listed on five counts,
including 43 at Oypsum. Waterfow! numbered 28 species. Greater White-fronted geese were at Ottawa NWR
and Trumbull County. Undocumented Blue-winged teal were reported on four counts, with 25 at Trumbull
County! An undocumented Xing elder was at Gypsum and an impressive 492 Hooded mergansers were tallled at
Trumbull County. Ruddy ducks numbered 15t1 at Gypsum.

Good numbers of vultures were counted In the southern tier of counties, including 17 Blacks and 13
Turkeys In Adams County. Thirty-nine Northern harrlers at Kllldeer Plains was a good count and 15
Cooper’s hawks at Cuyahoga Falls 1s a nice total. A Northern goshawk at Welllngton was reported without
detalls. The 119 Red-tailed hawks at Wllmot was impressive, 76 observers notwithstanding. An
undocumented Merlin was reported at Wilmot and a Peregrine from Zanesville. One of Toledo’s Peregrines
was found. A Broad-winged hawk wlth no details at Zanesvllle was demoted to Byteo, sp.

A Virginla rall was at Gypsum and a Sandhll] ¢rane at Trumbull County. Shorebirds made news with 2
Lesser yellowlegs at Toledo, Solltary sandpiper at Mansfield, and Spotted sandplper at Tiffin. Unusual
gulls were scare; 3 Little gulls at Mentor and a Lesser Black-backed at Cleveland were noteworthy. HNo
"white-winged" qulls were found.

Owls were hiohilghted by a Common Barn-owl at Portsmouth and a Northern Saw-whet at Toledo.
Forty-four E. Screech-owis at Mansfleld was impressive. Surprisingly, in a year thought to be invaslon,
only 2 Snowy owls were found. One hundred Red-headed woodpeckers at Wilmot was outstanding as were 515
Downy woodpeckers at Clncinnati Eastern (Oh, how I would love to have 100 observers on a count!).
Bastern phoebes were listed on four southern counts. 10,000 crows roosting at Mansfield was a good
count. 1,400+ Black-caps and 2,000+ Carolinas were high chickadee counts at Cuyahoga Falls and
Cincinnati Eastern, respectively.

Thirty-five Red breasted nuthatches at Dayton was a good total. Totals of Carollina wrens at W.
Hamjlton County (248) and Cincinnati Fastern (674) indicate the species has rebounded well in SW Ohio.
Single House wrens were reported from W. Hamllton County and Washington County/Parkersburg. Marsh wrens
were found on only two counts. Incredibly, two Blue-gray gnatcatchers were reported, cne from Toledo and
one from W. Hamilton County. No details were received cn either bird.

Ohio’s first Northern wheatear appeared during count period in the Ottawa NWR count circle. See
details in this lssue. A Wood thrush at Toledo was an excelient find (although no detalls were recelved)
and 47 Hermit thrushes on the Lake Erie Is. count was very high. Impressive numbers of American robins
were found on the W. Hamiiton County and Cincinnatl Eastern counts. Only 2 Gray catbirds and a handful
of Brown thrashers were found.
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Late Water plplts were 1lsted on four counts (L. Erle Islands, Wellington, Kingston, and Ohlo River
(6)). Four Northern shrikes were found and a Loggerhead shrike graced the Adams County count. 45,000
Starlings were found at Buckeye Lake. Outstanding was a Cape May Warbler photographed at Welllngton.
This was surely the rarity of the counts other than the wheatear. A Plne warbler was a rare find at
Adams County. Chlpping sparrows were listed on six counts. A Vesper sparrow at Athens and single
Lincoln’s sparrows at L.Erie Islands and Grand Lake St.Marys were outstanding, but submitted without
detalls. Savannah sparrows appeared on 4 counts with a hloh of 9 at East Fork Lake. Only 3 counts
reported Lapland Longspurs. A Yellow-headed blackbird at Ottawa NWR was a good bird and 11,000+
Brown-headed cowbirds at Cleveland was high. House finches are now everywhere in the state; all counts
except Van Wert listed them. Common redpolls were scarce, but Pine Siskins and Evening grosbeaks were
fairly widespread. Finally, Van Wert reported no House sparrows and Hancock County no starlings! I
wonder what their secret is?

Following is the complete list of species and numbers for the counts. An asterisk Indicates an
unusual sighting or high number of individuals. We welcome comments from readers on the format for the
counts and invite compilers to check our numbers for possible errors. Complling and entering the flgures
Into the computer is a tedious task.

Northern Saw-whet Owl, Clermont County, Ohio, January 1988. Photograph by Larry Gara.
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