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In the early to mid [970°s the best of the limited shorebirding around Cleveland was at
Cleveland’s Easterly sewage treatment tacility overflow pond and the adiacent White City Fark beach
area located north of Lakeshore Blvd near East 140th Street, This area had records of nrumerous
species of shorebirds in small numbers. In addition, shorebirds could occasionally be found at
Edgewater Park, East 55th Street Marina and Burke Lakefront Airport, The airport sometimes had
targe fallouts of chorebirds in July and August when a line of severe thunderstorms passed over

Clevetand and if enough rain fell to create rainwater ponds, the shorebirds would stay long enough
to be found.

Environmental Protection Agency legistation in the mid seventies torced the regional sewer
authority to modify and eniarge waste treatment facilities in order to reduce the amount of
pollution being discharged into nmearby ctreams and Lake Erie.  The Easterly sewage treatment
tacility and White City Fark were closed to the public in 1%7% so that regquired construction could
beqin,

However, another EPA ruling eventually brought a shorebird bonanza to Cleveland birders. The
U.5. Army Corps of Engineers dredge silt from navigable streams and harbors to maintain water depths
necessary for pavigation purposes. The silt was taken by barge & tew miles out into Lake Erie and
dumped. The EFA ruled that if the dredged silt contained a high level of pollution and/or toxic
wastes it could not be dumped into the lake. The corps of Engineers then built several "Dredged
Material Containment sreas” along the south shore of Lake Erie to hold the dredged silt., Two of
these areas were in Cleveland: UOne north of the Cleveland Mumicipal Elsctric Light and Power Flant
at East 40th Street and North Marginal Drive and the other north of and adjacent to Gordon Park
focated at the north end of Liberty Blvd., i{now Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive) and the Lakeshore
Freeway (1-90.,

Beginning in 1977 the 'munilite® cite had received enough +ill to produce some mud flats and
shorebirds were attracted and at times a few hundred were noted. However, it was not possible to
get close to the edge of the area because the only side connected to shore was against Burke Airport
which was off limits. Birders who set up spotting scopes on higher spots south of the area could
see a portion of the mud +1at and identify larger shorebirds but most of the peeps were not
identifiable. By mid 1980 the water had been mostly forced from the impoundment and weeds grew over
the mud ftats stopping use by shorebirds,

By late summer of 1781 the Gordon Park site had received enough fill to create a few islands
and shorebirds were found 1n small numbers around the muddy edges. It was now worth the trip into
the impoundment to check for the uncommon species. American Avocet, Willet, Hudsonian Godwit, Red
Knot, Stilt Sandpiper and Wilson’s, Red-necked and Red Phalaropes were among the many species of
shorebirds spotted at Gordon during 1981, The Gordon Park saga had begun with no tamfare but
sightings in the following vears made the name Gordon Fark known around the state and berond., The
pumping of dredged material into the impoundment in the summer of 1982 increased the size of the mud
flats and attracted larger numbers of shorebirds for several days. More and more birders trudged
down the hill, through the hole in the fence, ower to the cement encasement of Doan Creek and out to
the mud flats, with good prospects for seeing the birds yesterdays” birders had reported.



The impoundment myd flates did not change much in size between 1983 and 1%85. [uring may thru
July Knotweeds (Folygonums grew profusety over the mud fiats created the previous year changing that
part of the surface from shorebird to sparrow, finch and bBlackbird habitat. Hew mud fiats were
created each summer by the §i1} being pumped into the impoundment. In 1984 the size of the mud flat
increazed greatly as the fill raised closar to the surface of the water in large areas. The water
depth in much of the still covered sections was only one to six inches. The summer weather kept
this shallew water very warm and botulism gained a foothold causing the death of many dozens of
ducks, gease and shorebirds, Gulls were present on the mud flats but they did not feed in the water
o were not atfected by the botulism, & local birder, Mary Oustafson, notified the Corps of
Engineers of the botulism cutbreak.

The Lorps of Engineers had clean water from Lake Erre pumped into the atfected areas but this
did not stop the botulism and death of birds. Then men were hired to scare birds from the
impoundment. They tired blank chells from shotguns and set up several propane gas cannons of a type
used to scare blackbirds from cropland. The resulting noise Kept the ducks and gullis away but the
shorebirde onty flew to the other side of the impoundment for awhile. In a few weeks bime they did
not even flinch when the cannon fired. Shorebird deaths continued until most migration had past and
sutumn freezing temperatures Killed the botulism. The shorebirding was good again in [¥87 but
contirued filling brought the mud lewel above the water lewel of Lake Erie so most sections had no
water once the pumping cstopped. The mud +lat scon became too dry for most of the shorebirdz and by
the middle of September only a few birds could be found, The year of 1785 may have same spring
migrants but weed Srowth will probably end the wonderful shorebirding at Gordon Fark.

Luring the wears of 178! thru 1967 thirty seven species of shorebirds were seen in the bordan
Fark impoundment including two rare ones. On July 13, 1984 3 breeding piumaged Curlew Sandpiper was
found, This bird remained until the 18th and was the first confirmed Cleveland region record and
the <econd Ohio record. On October &, 1¥84 an even rarer bird was found, a Sharp-tailed Zandpiper.
This sighting brought birders from many pacts of Ghio and also some from surrounding states to see
the Azian stray which stared until October Z3rd enabling large number or birders to ses it,  Far
more details on these sightinge reter o the Llsveland Bird Lalendar, Yoiume 53 numbers 3 and 4.

I want to thank David Corbin, Mary Gustatson, Fay Hannikman, Rob Haslar, Gick and Jean Hoffman,

Eill and Mancy ¥lamm, Larry Rosche and Jerry Talkington for their contributions of sightings,
information and insights of shorebirding during the Gordon Park wears,

Frequency of sighting of other shorebirds L7B1-1787.

Elack-betlied Flover: a few zightings in the last half of May: numerous siohtings from late July
through early Hovember, highest count: 22 on J0-14784,

Gotden Plover: occastonal in August-more often in September-fewer in Dctober, highest count: 25 on
7716784,

Zemipalmated Plover: common from mid May thru early June and +rom med Juty to early October, highest
count: 40 on 5717787,

Fiping Plover: one April record, about a dozen sightings &'l together, most occuring between mid
August and mid September, highest count: Z on 73783,

Killdesr: Common migrant and summer resident,
fwocet: one record in late &pril, eighteen other sightings mostly during July, highest counts iz an
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Greater Yellowiegs: occasional from 1ate March to mid May: more common from mid Auguet thro October,
highest count: 13 on ¥/12/84.

Lesser Tellowlegs: uncommon from late March through late May: common to very common from early July
to mid September, highest count: 1485 on 2/728/87.

Solitary Sandpiper: this uncommon wetlands migrant was rarely found in Gordon Impoundment.

Willet: one early May and one Mar record: recorded on 1% dates between sarly July and early
September, highest count: 24 on 7/47E3.

Spotted Sandpiper: common migrant and summer resident,
Upland Sandpipers: only one or two fly by sightings of this grassliand species,

Whimbrel: one late May sighting: fifteen sighteings bBetwesn mid July and mid September, highest
count: 10 on 8711785,

Hudsonian Godwit: fourteen sightings between mid August and early Movember most in September,
highest count: 24 on #/10/84.

Marbled Godwit: eleven sightings between early #April and mid September, highest count: l& on 774783,

Ruddy Turnstone: two May records: reguiar in small numbers from early August through mid September, #
highest count: {5 on %/5/83.

Red Knot: seven Mar reports Leginntng the 1fith, tfairly regufar from mid August through mid October
usually numbering five or less, highest count: 43 on #7%/84.

Sanderling: two mid April reports: one late May report, regular in small numbers from mid July
through late Dctober, one December record, highest tount: 1o on 72784,

Semipalmated Sandpiper: common in late May and early June: common fo very common from late July to
mid September: common to uncommon from mid September to mid Uctober, highest count: 330 on
B/15/84,

Western Sandpiper: oche mid May records infrequent trom early July theough September; one December 14
record, highest zount: 4 on BoZas34,

Least Sandpiper: common trom early May to early June and from early July through eariy Gotober,
highest count: 40 on 776783,

White-rumped Sandpiper: several scattered records from May 5 to June 1. Host reporis or this
uncommon species from early September o mid October, highest count: 13 on 374783,

Baird’s 3andpiper: uncoamon But regular from late dugust to med October, highest count: & an
[=3r2 ok
8725787,

Fectoral Sandpiper: rare in spring which 13 suprising considering 1ts abundance in Wayne and Ottawa
counties in spring, common from early July through Gotober, highest count: 120 on 2731787,

Purple Sandpiper: 3 records: 1712783 - 12710782 - 171783,



Dunlin: a few late April and eariy May reports, fairly common from mid May to early June, Common
from mid September through mid Movember; s January 2 report, highest count: 200 on (0728784,

Stiit Dandpiper: one May 17 record, usualiy uncommon from mid July to late September, highest count:
&5 on B/7785.

Butf-breasted Sandpiper: occcasional from mid August to mid September; one October §4 record, highest
count: 3 on 872083,

Short-billed Dowitcher: uncommon 1n late Hay, common to very common teom early July to late
September, highest count: 130 on 8725784,

Long-billed Cowitcher: two August reports, zeveral reports from mid September through October; z feuw
of these birds remained for two or more weeks, highest count: 8 on L0/11/85,

Common Snipe: scattered reports of this marchland bird from spring to f&llt, nhighest counts L2 on
37307587,

American Woodcock: only a few reports,

Wilson“s Fhalarope: four May reporte and three July reporte, more numercus betwsen mid dugust and
mid September, hichest count: 3 on several dates.

Fed-necked Phalarope: several sightings between late August and early October, highest count: 10 on
?/1/81,

Red Phalarope: rare- less than ten sightings, some birds stayed several days, nighest count: 2 on
10/31/83.



