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PREFACE

Many North American ecosystems evolved under
the influence of wildfire. Nevertheless, for much of
the twentieth century, land managers concentrated
their fire management activities on minimizing the
amount of land that burned. The 1980s saw wider
acceptance of fire with both wild and managed fire
commonly incorporated into land management
plans. Interest in this topic grew over the course of
several years during informal discussions between
the editors and organizers of the Third International
Partners in Flight Conference in Asilomar, California
in 2002. Those discussions led to a half-day sympo-
sium organized by one of us (VAS) that was held
during the Partners in Flight Conference.

The focus of the symposium was to evaluate pat-
terns in the way humans have altered fire regimes
and to examine the consequences on populations of
birds and their habitats throughout North America.
The symposium was intended from the onset to serve
as the basis for a volume of Studies in Avian Biology.
Most of the 11 chapters contained in this volume are
based on symposium presentations, although not all
topics discussed in the symposium are represented
here (e.g., Mexico).

We thank the Cooper Ornithological Society
for providing logistical support and an excellent
outlet for the symposium, and our colleagues who

graciously served as peer reviewers for the chap-
ters in this volume: Robert Askins, Bill Block,
Carl Bock, Greg Butcher, Mary Chase, Courtney
Conway, Richard DeGraff, Jane Fitzgerald, Luke
George, Matt Vander Haegen, Chuck Hunter, Dick
Hutto, Frances James, Rudy King, John Lehmkuhl,
Ed Murphy, Ken Rosenberg, Robin Russell, Janet
Ruth, Tom Sisk, and Joel Sauder. We are grateful
to the United States Forest Service for generously
providing funds to support the publication of this
volume, facilitated by Beatrice Van Horne and
Carl Edminster, and for awarding funds through
the National Fire Plan. We also thank the Joint Fire
Sciences Program for their financial support. We ap-
preciate the editing contributions of Studies in Avian
Biology editors John Rotenberry and especially Carl
Marti. The research reported in this volume has not
been subjected to Agency review, and therefore does
not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Forest
Service. We thank Dan Huebner for creating the
maps, Joyce VanDeWater for producing the cover
artwork, and Cecilia Valencia for translating the
abstracts into Spanish.
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