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on high-quality habitats throughout the breeding season (e.g., area Z in Fig. 41b) as a
result of increased tolerance by breeders given unusually abundant acorns into the sum-
mer months.

During the year, floaters search for and fill available breeding vacancies as shown in
Figure 41. Although breeding vacancies arise from breeder death throughout suitable
habitat, floaters have the greatest probability of gaining a breeding vacancy either in poor
quality habitat where breeder turnover may be greater or in high-quality habitat where
breeder density has been reduced by an acorn crop failure. Also as shown in Figure 41,
there is movement of breeders from one territory to another, often from lower to higher
quality habitat. Not illustrated are the relatively rare regional acorn crop failures that may
result in breeder density decline and subsequent low reproductive output over a broad
area, providing increased opportunity for dispersing offspring and older floaters to gain
a territory and breeding status.

These patterns of habitat quality and acorn production, the varied behaviors floaters
employ to acquire breeding space and exploit resources, the behavioral interactions be-
tween territorial jays and floaters, and the ability of breeders to move and improve the
quality of their territories all promote selection for early dispersal and floating in scrub-
jays in central coastal California, and selection against cooperative breeding.
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