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PREFACE 

JOHN B. DUNNING, JR., AND JOHN C. KILGO 

The Savannah River Site (SRS) is a 78,000- 
ha tract in western South Carolina operated by 
the U. S. Department of Energy (DOE). It is 
designated as a DOE National Environmental 
Research Park. Although the primary mission of 
Savannah River Site was the production of nu- 
clear weapons materials, the site has a long his- 
tory of environmental stewardship, restoration, 
and ecological research. Natural resources have 
been managed since the inception of the federal 
facility by the U.S. Forest Service (Savannah 
River Institute, SRI) according to Department of 
Energy policies. The natural resource programs 
have evolved from an initial goal of reforesta- 
tion of abandoned farmland to sustainable man- 
agement, restoration, and stewardship. Ecologi- 
cal research at SRS has been conducted by sev- 
eral organizations, including the Savannah River 
Ecology Laboratory (SREL), the U.S. Forest 
Service Southern Research Station, Westing- 
house Savannah River Company, the Philadel- 
phia Academy of Sciences, and many cooper- 
ating universities. This research has focused on 
everything from radiological impacts of facili- 
ties to the effects of forest management. 

Researchers on the Savannah River Site have 
always been conscious of the competing man- 
dates present in the operation of the facility. On 
the one hand, fundamental ecological research 
has been conducted on the plant and animal 
communities, both terrestrial and aquatic, from 
the first years of federal management. On the 
other hand, the primary functions of the nuclear 
program required that research be directed to- 
wards answering pressing questions posed by 
the management planners. Also, research activ- 
ities could be and were often constrained by 
competing activities and land-use needs involv- 
ing other workers and programs on the site. 
Thus, SRS researchers have worked within an 
atmosphere where research and management 
must be cooperative in logistical planning, stra- 
tegic planning, and on-site implementation. Be- 
cause improved integration of research and man- 
agement is increasingly seen as a worthwhile 
goal for both the scientific community and land 
management agencies, experiences on the Sa- 
vannah River Site may be instructive in helping 
others to attain this integration. 

As described by Meyers and Odum (this vol- 
ume), some of the earliest ecological research at 
SRS was conducted on birds. Dr. Eugene I? 
Odum, founder of SREL, initiated studies of the 

birds found in abandoned farmland even before 
the Savannah River Site was officially designat- 
ed. SREL researchers have continued their or- 
nithological research to the present, covering 
many issues but focusing largely on radiological 
and endangered species impacts of the SRS pro- 
gram, especially in wetland ecosystems. In the 
late 198Os, the Department of Energy initiated a 
Biodiversity Program to fund ecological re- 
search designed to meet specific information 
needs of SRS land managers. J. G. Irwin, SRI 
Forest Manager at the time, was responsible for 
identifying the need for the research-manage- 
ment collaboration underlying the Biodiversity 
Program. Ornithological work conducted under 
the SRI Biodiversity Program has been done pri- 
marily by scientists associated with the Southern 
Research Station and various universities, in- 
cluding the University of Georgia, Clemson 
University, the University of Florida, Purdue 
University, and Virginia Polytechnic Institute. 

The papers presented herein arose from a 
workshop held at the Savannah River Site in 
1996 sponsored by the Savannah River Institute. 
As the volume of ornithological work conducted 
at SRS increased, programmatic review indicat- 
ed that a synthesizing workshop was warranted. 
John I. Blake, Research Manager of the Savan- 
nah River Institute, initiated discussion with J. 
B. Dunning and the idea of the workshop was 
born. In addition to introducing the participants 
to the range of avian research being conducted 
on the SRS, a goal of the workshop was to ex- 
plore the interaction of researchers and manag- 
ers within the multidisciplinary program of the 
Savannah River Site, identifying successful as- 
pects of the collaboration as well as lessons for 
improvement. The workshop was one of a series 
of similar workshops held during the early to 
mid 1990s intended to summarize available in- 
formation on topics of interest to SRS land man- 
agers, such as spatially explicit population mod- 
els, the importance of coarse woody debris to 
the biodiversity of Southern forests, ecological 
restoration, and the ecological legacy of histor- 
ical land use. 

In organizing the workshop, an attempt was 
made to represent as much of the ornithological 
research conducted at SRS as possible. Partici- 
pants included biologists from SRI and research- 
ers from the Southern Research Station, SREL, 
Westinghouse Savannah River Company, and 
several of the universities mentioned above. Bi- 
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ologists with the South Carolina Department of 
Natural Resources, non-governmental organiza- 
tions such as the National Audubon Society, and 
regional ornithologists who did not work specif- 
ically at the SRS also were invited to provide a 
wider range of opinions on the material pre- 
sented in workshop talks. The resulting discus- 
sions improved our collective understanding of 
the research/management interaction, and even- 
tually resulted in the papers published in this 
volume of Studies in Avian Biology. 

The U. S. Department of Energy, the Savan- 
nah River Institute, the workshop participants, 
and the authors are to be commended for making 
this volume possible. In addition to the authors, 
we thank the other invited workshop participants 
who contributed to planning and discussions. 
These include Amanda Beheler, Keith Bildstein, 

John Cely, Jeff Christie, Daniel Connelly, Karen 
Gaines, Carol Eldridge, Larry Eldridge, Michael 
Guzy, William Jarvis, Dermis Forsythe, Gary 
Hepp, Brad Seaman, Jonathan Stober, and Craig 
Watson. Reviewers of manuscripts and work- 
shop proposals include participants in the work- 
shop and Frank Golley, Scott Pearson, Jeff Price, 
Kimberly Smith, Joel Snodgrass, and Jeffrey 
Walters. We thank personnel of SRI (particularly 
Ed Olson), SREL, and the Southern Research 
Station of the U.S. Forest Service for assistance 
in the workshop itself and the development of 
this volume. The workshop was funded by a 
grant from the SRI Biodiversity Program, which 
also subsidized the publication of this Studies in 
Avian Biology volume. Laura Janecek and David 
Scott of SREL aided in the production of the 
cover. 


