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Manakins (family Pipridae) are small under-
story frugivores well known for their lek-mat-
ing systems. Because of their unique
reproductive biology (lekking), males contrib-
ute only gametes leaving females entirely
responsible for nest building and parental
care of the eggs and young. The genus Lepido-
thrix C. L. Bonaparte, 1854, is generally con-
sidered to comprise eight species of small
manakins, and is widely distributed through-
out the Neotropics. Of the eight, descriptions
of the nest and/or eggs are available for the
Blue-crowned Manakin (L. coronata; compara-
tively well known, especially from studies in
Costa Rica and Ecuador: e.g., Skutch 1969,
Hidalgo et al. 2008, Kirwan & Green 2011),
Snow-capped Manakin (L. nattereri; nest and
eggs recently described from eastern Amazo-
nian Brazil: Whittaker et al. 2010), Golden-
crowned Manakin (L. vilasboasi; nest and

eggs described: Sick 1959), Opal-crowned
Manakin (L. iris; egg alone described: Pinto
1953), and White-fronted Manakin (L. serena;
several nests with eggs reported in the litera-
ture: Tostain 1988). In contrast, other than
broad indications of seasonality (based on
gonadal data from specimens), virtually noth-
ing is known concerning the breeding biology
(e.g., nest and egg descriptions, parental
care, etc.) of the other three species: Blue-
rumped Manakin (L. isidorei), Cerulean-
capped Manakin (L. coeruleocapilla), and
Orange-bellied Manakin (L. suavissima) (cf.
Snow 2004, Kirwan & Green 2011). Here we
report the first nest of the Cerulean-capped
Manakin, based on brief observations in
southeast Peru.

The Cerulean-capped Manakin is endemic
to the east slope of the Andes in Peru, where
it occurs from depto. Huánuco south as far as
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depto. Puno; it is largely confined to eleva-
tions of 700 to 1600 m a.s.l. (Ridgely & Tudor
2009). Virtually nothing is known about its
life history, and the species is arguably even
more poorly known than either of the only
two Pipridae considered to be globally threat-
ened, Golden-crowned Manakin and Araripe
Manakin Antilophia bokermanni (Kirwan &
Green 2011). Lekking behavior is unknown
(Walker & Fjeldså 2002), and nothing has
been published concerning any other aspects
of the species’ breeding behavior or biology
(Snow 2004). Based on the long series of
specimens held at the Field Museum of Natu-
ral History (Chicago), it seems that the breed-
ing season commences in October in deptos.
Cuzco and Madre de Dios (southeast Peru) as
females with a yolking ovum have been col-
lected in the second week of November, and
with a brood patch at the end of the same
month.

STUDY AREA

During 3 to 10 November 2010, DB, HS, AD,
and María San Román were conducting orni-
thological fieldwork along the Manu road, in
depto. Cuzco, southeast Peru. The Cerulean-
capped Manakin nest reported here was
found below Cock-of-the-Rock Lodge
(13o06’16”S, 71o32’42”W; 1300 m a.s.l.) within
a matrix of primary (with canopy height of up
to 30 m) and secondary forests, as well as
small plots of cultivation, at a forest edge
close to the Pilcopata road.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In the mid morning of 10 November 2010,
the same four observers discovered an active
nest of the Cerulean-capped Manakin, at
which the female was obviously incubating
eggs, based on its behavior. The female was
originally observed feeding on small, un-
identified fruits and was very approachable,

before it was seen returning to the nest. The
nest was sited on a steep, 70o slope, very
close above a road cut, and in an area of
relatively open understory within an appar-
ently natural light gap in the forest. Nearby
was a small, fast-flowing stream. It was a
small, cup-like structure (typical of the
Pipridae) constructed of brown rootlets and
sited in the two-way fork among the lowest
branches of a small, understory, flowering
Urticaceae tree (perhaps belonging to either
the genus Pilea or Urrera) which was c. 4 m in
height. The nest was < 1 m from the tree’s
main stem, and was situated c. 1.7 m above
the ground (Fig. 1). It conformed to the
low cup/fork category of Simon & Pacheco
(2005), and was attached to the branches
of the tree using live material from the
nest support tree and spider webs as  fasten-
ing materials. Live vegetation and some
dead leaves hanging from the support
branches provided a natural ‘cloak’ that
largely or partially obscured the nest from
view from several angles (Fig. 1). Additionally,
many filaments of live material, also from
the nest support tree hung below the nest,
forming a ‘tail’ disguising its outline. While
no detailed measurements were taken of
the nest, from the photographs (Fig. 1) it
can be seen that the live material hanging
below it is up to 4.5 times longer than the nest
is deep. Given that the Cerulean-capped
Manakin typically measures 8.5–9.0 cm in
length (Kirwan & Green 2011), it would seem
that the nest’s external dimensions were prob-
ably similar to, or slightly larger than, those of
the Blue-crowned Manakin in Amazonian
Ecuador (Hidalgo et al. 2008).

Compared to the best-known species of
Lepidothrix, the Blue-crowned Manakin, the
sole nest of the Cerulean-capped Manakin is
fundamentally quite similar in position,
though slightly higher than average above the
ground (usually < 2 m off the ground in L.
coronata; Skutch 1969, Stiles & Skutch 1989,



625

SHORT COMMUNICATIONS

Snow 2004, Greeney 2006, Hidalgo et al.
2008), and in having green moss or similar
material covering the outer rim and hanging
below it. The nest of the White-fronted
Manakin too has the exterior partially camou-
flaged using long filaments of moss, some of
which trail up to 27 cm below the nest, to dis-
guise its shape, and this species’ nests are usu-
ally placed 1–2 m above the ground (Tostain
1988). In contrast, Whittaker et al. (2010)

mentioned that the only nest of the Snow-
capped Manakin found to date had the outer
walls and base of the nest constructed using
several large dead leaves attached using spider
webs, and below the cup there was a ‘tail’
formed by a dead leaf, which disguised the
nest’s shape. For the Golden-crowned
Manakin, Sick (1959) did not mention any
‘tail’ below the nest, or the presence of live
mosses, but this nest too was placed close to

FIG. 1. Female Cerulean-capped Manakin Lepidothrix coeruleocapilla, Manu road, depto. Cuzco, southeast
Peru, November 2010 (Hadoram Shirihai/The Photographic Handbook to the Birds of the World; Jorn-
vall & Shirihai in prep.).
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the ground, at about 1 m. As reported by
Hidalgo et al. (2008), it appears that there is
quite some degree of spatial segregation
within Pipridae in their selection of nest sites,
at least in localities where multiple species
occur, with Lepidothrix (often amongst the
smallest species) usually selecting sites closest
to ground level. In other areas, however,
where Lepidothrix species are absent, e.g. along
the Río Caura, Bolívar, southern Venezuela, it
is possible that Machaeropterus (in this case
the Fiery-capped Manakin M. pyrocephalus
pallidiceps) fill the same niche, nesting closest
above ground level (Bradshaw & Kirwan
1995). The nest of the Cerulean-capped
Manakin reported here conforms to this and
to the pattern, noted for the Blue-crowned
Manakin and the White-fronted Manakin, of
including live material in the nest’s structure,
and the ‘tail’ hanging below it, although the
latter character is not a feature of all nests of
L. coronata (Hidalgo et al. 2008).
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