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I DO General Noles

CAPTURE OF THE YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT AT ALBANY, N. Y.—In the

latter part of May, 1882, I observed two birds of the appearance of i

Yellow-breasted Chat Icteria wirens) in a sunny thicket between two
small pieces of woods. But as they were ilent and very shy, I was not
positive of their identity. On the 1g9th of May of the present year, while

collecting in the same thicket, I heard the unmistakable notes of a Chat

Its cries were very frequently uttered, but so shy was the bird,
although searching for him nearly every day afterwards, it was not until
the 26th of the same month that I secured him.

On the 1gth of May I also secured three Northern Phalaropes Lob
hyperborens. Cuv.) at a small lake near Albany. G. A. LINTNER
Albany, N. 7.

NESTING OF CHRYSOMITRIS PINUS AT SING SiNG, N. Y.—The first of

last of October, Pine Finches were first seen by us, in this locality, ir

viduals and small flocks flying over uttering their characteristic and n

unpleasant note. By the middle of the month they became common
frequenting the stubble and potato fields, feeding on the seeds of the
ragweed (Ambrosia arte m“/',/‘-/,,/,], . Immense flocks, containing hun-
dreds, were often seen After the middle of December most of these
flocks disappeared, a few individuals mixing in with the Redpolls and
Goldfinches. About April 20 they began to reappear, and on May 5 i

heard a song new to me; following in the direction, I found it to be that
of the Pine Finch. The following week the birds were often seen, and
their song frequently heard.

May 16 I saw one busily feeding on the buds of the Norway spruce
Now and then he would stop feeding, hop to the end of a twig, shake oul
his feathers, raise his crest, and then burst forth in song. While watch-

r, he flew a short

ing him and thinking of the probability of a nest ne

distance and alighted on the top of a red cedar (Funiperus virginiand

where he was immediately joined by his mate, her bill containing a quan-
tity of soft, down-like material. After a moment’s hesitancy, she settled
t}

16 : . p "
down into a half completed nest. o0

After depositing the materials for
would fly away for more, the male would follow her as
far as the Norway spruce above

nest, the female

mentioned, where he would await her

return; and as s g ' l he
on as she reappeared he would accompany her to the

nest, and alight on the top of the

3 tree, but in no way assisting in gather
material or in the construction of the nest. ”'.‘ May 2z I secured the
nest. It was situated about two feet from the top of t'h(' tree, and about
twenty-four from the ground. It contained four nearly fresh eggs. The

nest proper, or outside

part, is a frail affair, the lining making up the
bulk of the nest.

» ‘ I'he outer part is made of fine twigs from the Norwaj
spruce, loosely placed together

interwoven.

; . , a few rootlets and }‘i(-‘-(-~ of string being
. e > ¥ &

- ot l Ining is very compact, made up of hemp-like materia!
wrse hairs, bits of { .
s n‘ of thread, teathers, rootlets, and like substances [he
nest measures eight centimeters

th awvity fi in breadth by five centimeters in depths
€ cavity five ‘nti ‘ter : 3
. ¢ centimeters by three centimeters in depth. The grouid
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the hardly-to be-mistaken song of this bird. Next morning I was on the
ground early, heard the song again, and finally obtained a sight of the
singer so closely as to render the identification complete; but unfortun-
ately failed to secure him. During the following week 1 looked for him
every morning and evening, but he was no more to be heard or seen.

»w England as well

The record of this bird for Massachusetts (forall N
as given in the latest work (Coues’s Stearns of 1881), embraces three
examples, no one of which was taken in the spring, unless possibly the
first, in 1845, when the month is not given.

I send this note with hesitation, mindful of the ancient comparision of
values of “‘a bird in hand,” etc. (a low estimate from an Ornithological
point of view!), but as I saw distinctly the white outer tail-feathers so
characteristic of Chondestes, and heard the remarkable Canary-like notes

several times, I consider the identification positive.—F. C. BRowNE, Fra-

mingham, Mass

Tue MeADOW LARK (Sturnella magna) 15 VERMONT IN WINTER.
This species generally leaves for the south by the middle of October and
I have never, till now, noted them later than this. On December g, 1882,
I shot a male in this vicinity, the ground at the time being covered with
three inches of snow. On dissection the crop was found to be filled with
an unrecognizable mass of insects, probably beetles. —F. H. KNOWLTON,
Middlebury, Vi

GEroCcOCCYX AS A VocALIST.—Whilst out on a ramble a few weeks since
in the foot-hills near San Diego, I chanced to make the (to me) interest
ing discovery of the possession of considerable vocal powers by the Road-
runners. I had stopped for a few moments’ rest and shelter from a noon-
day sun, beneath the scant shade of an elder tree, and as I lay enjoying
my ‘‘siesta” I heard from a hill-side in front of me what I at first thought to
be the cooing of a Dove. I probably would have paid no particular atten
tion had it not been that a friend with me. inquiring what it was that
made the cry, I undertook to show him the supposed Dove. Again, and
a third time, the cry was repeated before | could discover the originator,
and when I did I could not at first credit my eyes when my ears had been
so at fault. Not a tree or bush of decent size could be :cvn as a shelter
for my Dove, and I marvelled that it should *‘coo” so contentedly from
such a lonely site, and this it was that stimulated search—ocular w\"lll'l h
for the author of the now mysterious cry.

The hill-side being only scantily covered by a scattering growth of
cactus and low bushes, permitted a thorough looking over, and vet it was
some minutes before I saw its only occupant and the vocalist whose some
what ventriloquial notes had puzzled me, a male Geococevx califor nIanus

Standing near the summit of the hillock, amidst his favorite fm'lxn. and
with outstretched neck and head bent down, he would utter. as if by pro-
digious effort, the lugubrious notes I had wr nyly thought the rnn‘in-_: of

the Dove. At each iteration of the cry he seemed to make a renewed
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effort as if to rid himself of the troublesome ‘‘whooo,” and when
finished would stand motionless, perhaps marvelling at the sweetness

f his own voice, or more likely awaiting a response. Thinking that

»fit of his mate, I

this extraordinary exhibition might be for the be:

tarted up, after listenin to several more ‘“‘encores,” and proc eeded to

investigate the hill-side I found no bird but the one there, and my

‘ ,A;v-uu,.(h ent him scurrving across the valley .
] I'he culiar notes of the Road-runner sound, as near as I can word
t, mu the prolonged syllable whkooo aspirating strongly the

h ar the vowel as a soft gutteral 'his note, not so pro

" d vcoo” of the Dove,—is repeated some five or six times in

en with an effort which I can only

stinctly separate utterances, and is

at exerted by our dung

-hill champion when he calls to early

!
matins Now that I know these facts, I can remember numerous occa
when I heard the same sound, and wonde red at not being able to

¢ author of it While I

1ons

e a Dove. which I naturally assumed to be

: 2 22
»n a careful ear might not detect the difference in

feel confident that eve

the two sounds—not knowing the facts—yet once known there is little

heard near by The softer Dove's ‘‘coo” is

danger of mistaking them i
also not generally repeated as many time

It may be that this observation brings 1 othing new to those well posted

but as it is new to me, and as I learn from re sidents here that it is a new

fact to them, I will make it known trusting that it may be news to many

others. This I would not do whilst so much in the dark as to previous
history, but that I am unable to ‘“search the records” in this remote
locality. and can only go by my own re« ollections
One thing more, lest I mislead. and that is to say that besides this

Road-runner has a harsh, dis

peculiar succession of notes the wgreeable

awk.” which, while not utte red often, is by no means a rare accom-

»d by those who are familiar with the

5q
plishment or one not apt to be notic
G. HoLTERHOFF, |R., National City, Cal

bird in its haunts

A PARTIAL ALBINO SHORT-EARED OwL (Asio accipitrinus I have
a female of this species taken here April 29, 1883, in which the entire
plumage is suffused with white, the ruff, upper part of neck, the median
and lesser coverts, ends of primaries, secondaries, and tail being strongly

80 Jno. H. SAGE Portland, Conn

{ GreaT GrAY OWL IN Riuope ISLAND.—A very fine specimen of this

was killed at Wickford, R. 1., March 2
heard of it and succeeded in purchasing it
day, and also a Barred Owl.

species (Sy? niwm cinerenm 1883
Mr. Gray, in our ¢ mploy,
We had -;l Horned Ow! to mount the same
The body of the Great Gray Owl was less
Horned Owl's, and but little | that of the Barred Owl, though

is the Great Horned in size The eye is very small,
vely long. Taken all in all, it is the most

ever examined.—Frep. T JexNcks, Provi-

than half the size of the

rger than

the bird itself exceec
and the breast feathers extren

the least substance we

bird for

dence, R. 1







nother hen showed a d sition to in the house and the associations
" ) i | r company to vd aw and roving life In
lue « of time the mate A olicitude weakened, and finally he
! i rw ted place in the hennery Strange \nnw,_h"r"{.m:‘
now in t howed the effect of the t iry association, and, unwilling
to entirely dispe with the motherly care, followed her to the hennery
into which they frequently penetrated and fed They never roosted there
but | at night the branches of the nearest trees

As tl i I some were
killed | following spring, a
portios borhood, and could be
d

It been tried in domesti-
cat chl ¢ been allowed
Le r i1ld seem to indica

thb Jlowing a domestic fowl to hatch the ¢ ind assume sole
charge of the young considerable |'..;l<~~ivu may be n on their
wildn even when, as in the case narrated left entirely
free to follow the dictate of their wn wi s Had the

1 in question been deprived of the pow
and their ability to range about beer thus circumscribed in part or wholly,

.r effect on their wild spirits would have followed.

a very much grea
Whether by the adoption o
er of rmt‘)\‘..i'! and Grouse can be fully

ures the California

f these or any other
Lophortyx or any oth domesti
cated is a matter which pe its of much doubt, but which can
s mor \.\!:‘:‘ll“l‘\

Iv be satisfactorily demonstrated by actual expernime

those hitherto atte :n;v!ml H. W. Hgxs-

. 1
and systematically made

sHAw, Washkington, D. (

'tz Woob IB1s IN MASSACHUSETTS Mr. E. C. Greenwood, of liv~\\i.~'1|.
») was tuken *‘June 19, 1850

it me that a Wood Ibis Tantalus lo 1¢
the late Frank Hale, which was given to me.”
but for

it Georgetown, Mass., by

I'his is the fi ies not only for Massachusetts

record of the spect
N. Y., and Williams-

New Englar It has, however, been taken at Troy,
port, Penn. (see this Bulletin, Vol. 1, p. g6), as w¢ 11 as at equally northern
localities further west ‘ A. ALLEN, ( ambridge, Mass

THE SCARLET IBIS IN FLORIDA. During a recent visit to Charles-
in the Museum of the College

ton, South Carolina [ found a Scarlet Ibis

f Charleston, which 1is irable United States example.

a veritabie

ol .
The label bears the simple 1ns( ription **5¢ arlet Ibis, Ibis r ra, Florida,”
in the handwr <o I was told by Dr. Manigault, the present curator
of Dr. Holmes, the late « urator of the « ollection. Behind this memorar
dum it is impossible to go, there being no catalogue or other record l.rl‘
the collection of birds The specimen itself (an adult, mounted) is

being faded dust-stained, and badly moth-eaten. As
otion well back in the period of Dr

evidently very old,
1 the collec

it must have been placed ir
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Bachman’s activity, it is strange that so important an acquisition was not
announced either by him or his intimate friend Audubon. Still there
would seem to be no present reason for doubting that the bird really came
from Florida, to which it is now positively accredited for the first time.
The only previous records for the United States at large are Audubon’s
well-known one of a flock seen in Louisiana and Dr. Coues’s mention
(Key, p. 264) of some fragments of a specimen from the Rio Grande.—
Wirriam BrewsTEeR, Cambridge, Mass.

RaiLs AND Sxrpe IN OH10 1IN WINTER.<~Page 124 of the April num-
ber of the Bulletin contains a note by Dr. Elliott Coues on the wintering
of the Sora Rail at the North. The following from my field notes may
be of interest in this connection: “Nov. 23, 1880.—Shot two Virginia
Rails. Saw one Wilson's Snipe. Weather has been very cold, mercury
below zero for three nights, everything frozen, ice on canal 4 inches thick.”
These birds were not in holes, were not hibernating, nor were they sick.
I flushed them from a tussock of dried grass in a marsh along the Ohio
canal. They could and did fly well. Itis impossible to tell how long they
would have remained in this locality had I not killed them, but I trust
they would have staid later than December 12.—Howarp Joxes, Circle-
ville, Okio.

BREEDING OF THE MALLARD IN New ENGLAND.—With reference to
the statement in Stearns’s ““New England Bird-Life,” that the authorities
do not appear to be aware of the breeding of the Mallard in New Eng-
land, I receive a note from Mr. Elisha Slade of Smncgsct. Mass., to the
effect that the bird is a regular breeder in his neighborhood.—ELLIOTT
Coves, Waskington, D. C.

Tue Gravcovs GuLL (Larus glaucus) AT PORTLAND, MAINE. — An
instance of this Gull’s occurrence in the vicinity of Portland is at last fur-
nished by the capture of a specimen at Peake’s Island, April 27, 1883. I
examined the bird in the shop of Mr. John Fleming of Portland, to whom
it was sent for preservation.—NATHAN CLIFFORD BROWN, Portland, Me.

Tae ComMON CORMORANT ON THE COAST OF SoUTH CAROLINA.—In
the.collection of the College of Charleston (South Carolina) I have
lately examined two specimens of Graculus carbo which are labelled as
having been captured near that city. The southward wanderings of the
species on the Atlantic coast do not seem to have been previously traced
beyond the Middle States.—WiLLIAM BREWSTER, Cambridge, Mass.

OCCURRENCE OF THE NORTHERN PHALAROPE AND Auvbuson's Wag-
BLER, AND NESTING OF THE MOCKING BirD, IN WeSTERN KANSAS. —
Fort Wallace, where the following observations were made, is situated on
the Kansas Pacific Railway. within twenty-five miles of the west line of
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the State, at an altitude of 3,319 feet. May 25, 1883, near the Fort I saw
on a pond made by damming the south fork of the Smoky-hill River a pair
of little birds swimming near the centre with a small flock of American
Eared Grebes. From their motions and position on the water I knew
they were Phalaropes, but saw they were too small for Wilson's, which is
a common migrant through Eastern Kansas ; also I had never noticed the
latter birds resting upon the water, or swimming, except short distances on
their feeding grounds, or when winged by a shot; but I could not make out
with certainty whether they were the Northern or the Red Phalarope. So 1
laid down in a hollow at the edge of the bank and watched them fora
long time, hoping the wind, which was strong and favorable, would drift
them within shot, but they kept in the centre of the pond, and when they
did rise cireled spirally to a hight of about one hundred feet, then struck
north. Gone, and my disappointment was great! As I lay there estimat-
ing the distance, and blaming myself for not venturing a shot, my hopes
were revived by the sight of a flock of fifteen or sixteen winging their
way down the pond and alighting with the Grebes at the place where the
others were seen. Instead of quietly resting, like the mated pair, they
began chasing each other with tremulous wings and bobbing of heads.
The males (the plainest bird, an exception to the rule) were doing their
best to appear brave and attractive. Their actions during courtship are
peculiar and ludicrous, much like those of Wilson’s Phalarope, which
I have watched on . their love or mating grounds. The birds only re-
mained a short time, arising in a body from the water and circling like
the first. I quickly slipped into my gun a couple of shells loaded with No.
6 shot, and dropped five of the birds, which the wind soon brought to
the shore; on picking them up they proved to be the Northern Phalarope
(Lobipes hyperboreus), two males and three females. These birds are
found along the coast of the Pacific, as well as on the Atlantic coast, but
[ think their occurrence so far inland worthy of note. I measured the
birds but only mounted one, as I have a pair in my collection, shot in the
Bay of Fundy on the tide streaks, known as tripplings,” where the birds
gu;hcr to feed upon the minute snails and other forms of life on the drift.
The shrimps, feeding upon the same, herrings feeding upon the shrimps,
pollock, like hungry hogs, often leaping out of the water in their eager
haste to catch the herrings, and the gulls screaming and swooping down
for their share, make up a wild and exciting scene in the never-ending
struggle for life, the strong preying upon the weak.

Two days later, in the same vicinity, I saw, on the ground and in the
willows a;td stunted cottonwoods skirting the stream, several  Audubon’s
Warblers (Dendraca anduboni). 'To remove any doubts of their identity
I shot one of the birds. I found them in 1882 an abundant winter so-
journer at San Diego, California, and noticed U'lcir arrival at Wh.atcom,
Washington Territory. the last of March following; and !.occaslonallv
saw and heard them singing along the coast of the Stm'xts of F.ucn to
Neale Bay, a few remaining to breed, but the most wending their way
farther north. Dr. Coues, in his «Birds of the Northwest,” says of their

At



I 88 Creneral Notes. [ July

range, ‘‘east to Fort Laramie,” and without doubt we may add, Western
Kansas, their extreme eastern limit.

At the same time and place I saw in the cottonwoods two pairs of
Mocking Birds (Mimus polyglottus). From song and action they seemed
to be nesting, and I was informed by a gentleman who had resided in the
vicinity several years, that a pair nested and reared their young last
season; but they were the first “Mockers” he ever noticed there. The
birds are common summer residents in Eastern Kansas, but their nesting,
or even occurrence, at so great a height in latitude 39°, must be rare and
exceptional.—N. S. Goss, Zopeka, Kan.

A CALIFORNIA BIRD-WAVE.—In the spring of 1877 I was collecting birds
in the neighborhood of Campo, San Diego Co., California. This place
is about forty-five miles east of San Diego, and near the summit of the
range, which is there low—about 2500 feet altitude. On April 27 I had
a very good chance to observe a migration in one particular I¢ cality. The
place seemed to be a birds’ highway. The narrow, brush-covered valley
had a strip of evergreen oaks running down the middle. It sloped south,
and a couple of miles below fell into a deep cafion crossing it at right angles.
On each side were low mountains, contracting the valley to less thana
quarter of a mile in width. A strong west wind was blowing across the
valley. An almost constant stream of birds was passing northward along
the windward side of the strip of oaks, keeping close to the tops of the
brush.

The weather for several days previous had been cold and stormy. but
was now clear and warm, and the migrants seemed disposed to rn:;kc up
for lost time. They flew steadily along at a business gait, seldom stop-
ping to feed, then only hurriedly, making short stops usually of but a
few seconds and working north all the time. Dewdraca occrdentalis
was perhaps the most numerous, coming by twos and threes, and
even half a dozen together. The high wind made their flight very erratic,
and I found it impossible to shoot them on the wing. One lit on the
ground among some Chipping Sparrows. D. fownsends also was present
in small numbers. Hummers of several species were especially abund-
ant, but none stopped. Among them were some very small Hummers,
possibly Calypte costa, but they appeared too small for even this species.
I fired several times but got none. The balance of the migrants were
various common birds.

From memory I should say that a dozen to twenty birds passed each
minute, and at one point practically all passed over a space of less than
fifty yards in width. The travelling flight of the Hummers was wavy,
similar to that of a Woodpecker, and the flight of all the others seemed
to partake of the same undulatory character, although that might have
been caused by the high wind.—F. SterHENs, San Bernardino, Califor-
nia.




