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_ f i*i T on hish sand ncui IOI. Larus atricilla. LAUGHING GULL—Nests on g 

r^.-se.u on high .and; W three. 

^of'sterna oantiaoa aouflavlda. CWs Tea».-Ne.,. on .and. 

No dates. ~ p„™, three, laid on the ,O4. Sterna antillarum. LEAST TERN.-Lggs 
high sand near sea. June 18. 

NOTFS ON THE BREEDING HABITS OF MAXIMIL-
T AW'C I AY ( G YMNOCITTA CTANOCE / IIALA) 

CLARKE'S CROW ( PICICOR VUS COLUM-
H I  A N  ( I S ) .  

BY »• OOKS. 

in May «87Q, 1 took nine sets of the eggs of Maximilian's Jay 
. *" , * Their nests were all found within from five to nine 
m Colorado. Garland. This region lies along 
miles east and *'ut c^s g de Christo Mountains, is broken 
the western base of the fear g elevation of 

by hUl8 and /T rZneLZl 'alMn 'high, open situations, 

feet up. out some distance J deep,v 

they f ef and ''"h to receive the whole body of the bird, only 
as wide, deep enou,, .hove the ed<*e. The birds are 

— 
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!™:ea o::̂ ferdriwin̂  ̂ ** 
and two three each • I "rt, ^ CggS' S'X contained fou'each. 
Two nests ZT^M,VT f ^ '"M 

11til, 1S70. TJif n,f '• n e o n  t h e  ' O t h ,  a n d  t w o o n  the 
g«>und d ̂ ^zri rr] ;,t the sm;,n e"d-The 
dark brown, thickest at the 'la^e end ThT'11 S'"a11 ^ 
respectively: . ,n Y Qc h 1 ""teen eggs measure 
1 •17 X .87. ,8x8^ f, I x' g 1 X'f' '•» X.92 ; ,,5X,,; 
'•I9X.87. * •2°X-82; 1.17X-So: average. 

My friend, Mr H B It *i 
set of four, taken for K" £ S kindI>' sent '"e notes of a 
sa.vs: "My nest was in Mexlco> >'K 5- '88, He 
' lie inside is comn i*' ^mon t,efo ten feet from the ground, 

si mi la r to gvape^e Y °f gn*ish S,1Ieds of' «>"* vine 
but have a slfohtlv Ucri f K CggS ;"e a'most fac-similes of vours, 
set received from me V ' TI°mU' C°lor* is reference is to a 
measure i.aoX.S6; ,oV o®y WCre I,ard sat on-" Hi. egg. 
i-2oX.SS. M 1 -25X 93 ; 1.15X.S7; average, 

The nest is easily seen •„„? r 
been found. The bird is • ' ^ surP, ised that so few have 
""frequented places. It !Cst'Css wa"derer, choosing the most 
plenty one year where it '• ^C" C^'w&es 'ts haunts, and may be 
the food supply has ?. SCarcel>' fou"d in another. Probably 
gregarious, and partly"^ ""g t0 d° with its movements. It is 
locally, and very apnro °)e" t,le breeding season. It is 
home is i„ the pi,Ion pines f„rf\""ed the "P,T,on ]!ird'" f°r its 

Clarke's Crow is a cr U ' ls rarely seen far from them, 
but has a higher ramm /m011 ,CSI,'e"tof the region described, 
abundant in the mountain !", ,xirniIian'8 Jaj- I found it most 
dry climate the trees on ' -VS'above the foot hills. In that 
dwarfed, scatterino- an,i ' .C SUnn3 exposure of the vallevs are 
bushes, while the op|)osifp mt<)"rspersed with thick bunches of 
with a heavy growth of tii l C' '°okl"ng northward, is covered 
her that I found these birl^1" ft was 1,1 a"d around such tim-
tbeir nests. Many times the 1 there 1 looked diligently for 
me closely, peering down ^ ? Wed great concern and watched 
overhead. I thought their „e»t m!?"* fr°m 'he thick f"lia°e 

where in the neighborhood evl , "ear< and 5e*rched every-
trees; but I have no doubt „ow d ™ g '° the toPs °f hiSh 

1,1 eir nests were across the 



M-\  Goss ON Maximilian's »»D Clarke's CroM . 45 

valley, half a mile away. 

fruitless search, letuinmg fl 1- ^ mountains, in the light 

pointed. Any one wh • ,  h exhausting such 
; l i r  of 9000 feet elevation, will understan ^  ̂  

l t tbor  is ; but 1 particularly w-hed f !nd did not like 
w„ sure they were nesting ,n ton ^^^rd day's work, 

to give It up. One evening, « Valley one of these 
»I sat by my camp-fire, looking l idc. I t s  

birds left the high timber and A _ ^ mWhthe  going  to its 

direct and silent flight sugges ci ^ locality. Accord-

neat, and that 1 ^„ thc  

ingly, with renewed lie p . - cUmbi  over the rocks and 
bill where 1 had seen it go. - ^ to  res t, wben I no-

through the bushes for some " thirty feet away that looked 
ticed something on a tiee a >°i .  - e^ Qn closer inspec­

ts ore like a ^at it wal a bird's nest, and climbing up a 
tion, howevei, I saw ha Clarke's Crow sitting on 
Short distance, was ddigbe. o tooetedSy my 
its nest. She sat very close uily le. J  ̂ ̂  ^  ̂ 

hand. I he nest was >11 . an  open, conspicuous situa-
about ten feet from the groin '  anJ  very  deeply hol-
tion. It was bulky, coaise : \ _ t  j her  bm and 

lowed, the bird when on it show. ^ by 

tail, pointing almost three v u\ ^ nKU)ner  for a 
her mate, when, after hoppi g - were  s i len t  when near 

few minutes, both (lisappcaie^ further search 1 
their nest, but noisy enough elle-cntly abandoned, 

found several old nests ant one situation to the one de-
All were similar in construction mjd —n^ ^ ̂  

scribed, and cvi.lc.itly u.^onge ^ d 

known ^  ̂  ^ 
nests. 


