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MEMORANDA OF A COLLECTION OF EGGS
FROM GEORGIA.

BY H. B. BAILEY.

[T was my fortune this summer to come into possession of a

collection of eggs made in Georgia, between the years 1853 and
18635, by the late Dr. S. W. Wilson. The notes accompanying
the same furnish the following memoranda which are of value,
since few collectors have visited. or at least reported on, this

The collection was made chiefly on St. Simon's Island

I(»\‘:llil).
and in Wayne and McIntosh Counties. The eggs are remarkably
well pl:-wl\ul. each set being packed carefully in a separate

box labeled according to the old Smithsonian Catalogue. They

by dates and sometimes by copious

are always .l(\’“lll]).llli('(l
a few of the species repre-

d nesting sites of

notes. I'he alle

sented. are lu-\uli:u. and in the case of one or two, seemingly

But the collection, as a whole. seen
the notes as I find them leaving

ilnpl‘n\»:ll»lc. 1s to have been

so carefully identified that I give
to accept o1 reject
1 should be a |)|’nti(;nhlc one for

it to the reader such as he chooses. The
some of our pres-

field represented
ent collectors to visit.

(. Mimus polyglottus. MOCKINGBIRD—Nests
eggs four or five. A set taken .\pril 4

;. Harporhynchus rufus. BrOwN THRASHER. Nests in low bushes
eggs three or four. A set taken May 1
Nests in hollow trees and similar places:

in low trees and

shrubs. near settlements:

or in fence corners?:
3. Sialia sialis. Br.us BIRD.
eggs five. A set taken April 1.
. Polioptila ceerulea. BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER. — Nests'either
y of a tree or in a fork: eggs four or five A set taken

saddled on a branct

April 30.
;. Lophophanes bicolor. Tu¥TED TITMOUSE. Nest of the hair of
* of pine leaves: in hollow trees.

the hog and opossum, and the “epidermis

A set of five eggs,

taken May 8, was in @ small oak five feet from the
ground.

6. Parus carolinensis.
or similar place near
aterials. A set of

CAROLINA CHICKADEE. Nest in a hollow

stump, fence rail. the ground: the bottom lined
cotton and other soft m
BROWN-HEADED NUTHATCH
pine about two feet from the

with six eggs taken April 10
7. Sitta pusilla.

times five, Nest in

Eggs four. some-

the stump of a large
¢ the ba vk a large cavity is \'nn\ph-h-l_\ filled with

ground: after penetrat in
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cotton excepting a small place for the eggs.  Four eggs of a set taken
April 10 measure 00X .475 254X 443 .57X.45; .55X.46.* g
8. Thryothorus ludovicianus. CAROLINA WREN.—Nests in hollow
trees, holes in banks, or in outbuildings. A
April 12.
9. Telmatodytes palustris. LoNG-BILLED MarsH WREN, —Nests
in high salt-marsh grass.

set of five eggs taken

A set of five eggs taken May 3.
10. Cistothorus stellaris. SHORT-BILLED MArsH WREN.—Nests in
high grass. A set of these eges taken May 18.

11. Protonotaria citrea

PROTHONOTARY WARBLER.—A nest, tak
May 1o, was three

feet from the ground in a hollow stump of a sweet gu
in Altamaha swamp; eggs four. :

12. Helminthophila bachmani. Bacumax's WARBLER. — Nests
in low trees: eggs four. One of a set of four taken April 30 measures
74X.60. It is unlike any other egg that I am acquainted with. l
ground-color is dull white: around the large end is a wreath of dark

brown covering nearly one-third of the egg: while a few obscure spots

¢

of lilac are scattered over the rest of

its surface. It has no resemblance
to any Warbler's egg,

and especially none to any of this genus.
13. Helminthoplu‘la pinus. Brue-wiNGeD YeLLow WARBLER m
Nests in low bushes in the pine barrens: eggs four. A set taken April
2Q.

14. Parula americana. * Bryg

YELLOW-BACKED WARBLER. — Nests
concealed in festoons of

Moss on trees; eggs four. A set taken April 23
15. Dendrceca dominica. YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER. — Nests
constructed with great care in pensile moss; eggs five. Those of a set
taken April 24 measure respectively .75 X .51 70 X .52; .73 X .53}
ground color is gray, over which are fine
a few spots and blotches of dark brown and pur-

70X .53; .73 X .52. Their
dots of light brown. and
ple near the larger end.

16. Dendreeca pinus.
horizontal branch of
April 14.

17. Oporornis formosa.
in swampy places.

PINE-CREEPING WARBLER. — Nests

tree. near the top; eggs four. A set taken

a pine

KENTUCKY WARBLER. — Nests on ground,
A set of five taken May 12.
18. Icteria virens. YELLOW-BR} \~.r1-'h CHAT.—Nests in low bushes,
in moist places; eggs four. A set taken May 18,

19. Myiodioctes mitratus, y

HoobeEp WarBLER. — Nests in thick
cane hr:lk("". i“ ‘\\JIII}T\.

A set of three eggs taken May 12.

20.  Vireosylvia olivacea. RED-EYED VirRgo.— Nest pensile in 2

forked branch of gs three. rarely four. A set found May 4

YEI LOW-THROATED VIREO. — Nests pen-
.\l'.l.\ 14.

a low tree: ege
21. Lanivireo flavifrons.
sile in trees: eggs three or four.
2. Vireo noveboracensis.
low bushes.

2 WHITE-EYED ViIREO. — Nests pensile in
A set of four eggs found April 21
23. Lanius ludovicianus, LOoGGERHEAD SHRIKE. — Nests in bushes
or trees. A set of six €ggs taken March 23: they lay even earlier.

* Measurements of e

ERS are given in hundredths of an inch,




1583. BatLey on a Collection of Eggs from Georgia. 39

Progne subis. PURPLE MARTIN. — Nests in hollow trees, ete.,
houses: eggs five. May 18.
2z. Cotile riparia. BANK SWALLOW. Nests excavated in river banks:

34
Car

eggs five. April 20.

26. Stelgidopteryx serripennis. ROUGH-WINGED SwALLOW.~—Nests
in banks: eggs four or five. April 18.
Pyranga sestiva. SUMMER RepsirD.—Nest loosely constructed
horizontal branch of a pine, not very high. A set of

27.
of twigs on the
four eggs taken May 8.

;8. Ammodromus maritimus. Seasipe Fincn.—Nests in low bushes,
or in the high marsh-grass near the sea: eggs four. May 3.
Peuceea @stivalis. Bacum an's Frixcu. — Nests built on the

29.
carefully concealed ander a tuft of grass, small

ground, in pine woods,
palmetto, or low bush. The females are very close sitters: they #iways
lay four eggs and raise two broods. An egg taken from a nest June 11
measures .74 X .62, and is pure white : there were also three young birds
just hatched.

jo. Pipilo erythropthalmus.” TowneE. — Nests in low bushes, sel-
dom on the ground : eggs four. May 1.

31. Cardinalis virginianus. CARDINAL GRrOSBEAK. — Nests loosely
constructed, in low trees or bushes.  If discovered building they always
desert the nest; Ccggs four. May 1.

32. Passerina ciris. PAINTED BUNTING.— Nests in trees or low
bushes, especially among briers: eggs four. May 15.

33. Molothrus ater. Cownirp. — Eggs laid in nests of small birds:
one with a set of Red-ey ed Vireo's eggs.

34. Ageleus phceniceus. RED-AND-BUFF-SHOULDERED BLACKBIRD.
—Nests near fresh-water ponds, in bushes. and among high grass: eggs
three or four. May 18.

35. Icterus spurius.
eggs five. May 10
Quiscalus major. BoAT-TAILED GRAC KLE.—Nests in trees or in
eggs three, seldom four. They breed during

ORCHARD ORIOLE.—Nests pensile, in trees;:

36.
the tall salt-marsh grass;
April and May.

37. Quiscalus purpureus. PurrLE GRACKLE.—Nests in trees,
dom in the salt marshes; eggs three or four. April 15.

38. Corvus ossifragus. Fisu Crow.—Nests in trees near the sea:
eggs four. April 20.

39 Cyanocitta oristata. BLUE JAY. -
May 1.

40. Tyrannus dominicensis.
horizontal branches of oak trees, near the
twigs, g” ; eggs always three. Those of a set taken
June 8 measure rcspccli\-rl}-: 1.03X.753 1.06X.75: 1.08X.75:% they are
es of reddish-brown on the large end.

sel-

Nests in trees; eggs four,

GrAY KINGBIRD. Nests on the
top, and loosely constructed of

wwith little or no linir

salmon-colored with blotch

# [Probably this was really the white-eved form 7. ervthropthalmus allewi —EDS.)




10O BAWLEY on a Collection of Eggs from Georgia

sts in trees: eges |

¢1. Tyrannus carolinensis KiNnGBirD.
\I.A_\ IS
$2. Myiarchus crinitus GREAT-CRESTED FLYCATCHER. —Nests

hollow trees : eggs five. May 13, 1853

13- Contopus virens. Woon Py WEF Nest saddled on th
zontul branch of a pine at a considerable elevation: eges three or fi
May ;‘

4. Empidonax acadicus. Acapiax Fryc ATCHER. — Nests in A
tamaha River oSwamp, in bushes. A set of three eggs taken May 13

{5. Trochilus colubris. R BY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD. — Nests
in trees. No dates given.

6. Cheetura pelasgica. CHimxey Swis r.—Nests in chimneys; eggs
five. May 18,

17- Antrostomus carolinensis. Cuuvck-wir L's-winow,.—Eggs tw
deposited on the ground in thick woods, during April and Ma; A
iken May 3.

5. Chordediles Popetue. NiGHTHAWK.—Eges two. deposited on

set in collection

the ground in fields oy open places. April and Mayv. A set in collect
taken April 25,

9. Campephilus principalis. Ivory-gir LED WOODPECKER. — Nests
in holes excavated. for the most part, in living trees very higl
ground. \ set of four egas were taken April 10, in Alatamaha Swami
X.95; 1.29X.98: wh

S of a setof Pileated Woodpeckers in my col ge 1.42X.9
50. Picus villosus. }J MRY WoODPECKER.—Eggs five. laid in hollows

excavated in trees. April 8.

'l’ln}\ measure respec tively: .36X .9z : .34 X.98: 1.2
the ¢

ction aver:

51. Picus pubescens Dowxy Woonprcker Breeding habits
same as last A set of five eggs taken April 12

52. Picus querulus. RED-COCKADED Woobnrecker.—Holes exca
ted in high pine trees, mostly living ones : eggs four. May 18

53- Hylotomus pileatus. Pirgarep WoODPECKER Nests exca

ted in pine trees: eges threg or four.

April 14.

i4- Centurus carolinus. Rgp.-pg; LIED WoODPECKER Eggs laid
in holes excavated in trees A set of egas taken June ecighteen days

alterwards the parents had newly hatc hed

young in the same nest. It
breed from March until July.

§¢ Melmlexpeu mythxocephalun, RED-HEADED WOODPECKER

2 : "
Breeding habits similar to last: €Egs five or six.  June $

6. Colaptes auratus. YELLOW-SHAFTED
same as last Set of six

FLICKER.—Nesting habits
cggs taken June 1

57 Ceryle alcyon. KINGFISHER. — Nests in holes excavated in steep
banks of rivers; eges six. \l.‘A\ 7.

58. Cocecygus ame; icanus.

lessly construc ted on the

YELLOW-BILL} D CUCKOO.—Nests care-

horizontal branches of trees; eggs four. May$
59- Coccygus exythropthalmus.
habits similar to last. Two ey

60. Conurus carolinensisg.

BrLack-siLLen Cuc K0O.~—Breeding
rs take n \I.|\ IS,

CAROLINA PARAKEET. \ set of two e
in the \‘n”r'\'::m was not fully :-h'l:!iﬁr(l but

undoubtedly be longs to
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species. The eggs which were taken April 26, 1555, wert deposited in
a hollow tree, on the chips at bottom. One of them was sci t to Mr
Ridgway who has kindly xum;l.ll('a\ it with identified eggs. and who
confirms the identification The ~pni'x.rl:» measure 1.44 X .14 and
1.45 X 1.1¢ I'hey are creamy white, and pointe d at one end

61. Aluco flammeus americanus. Jary Owi A sct of eggs
taken from the tower of St Paul's church, ¢ harleston, S. C., December 15

62. Scops asio. LITTLE SCREECH OwL. Eggs four, deposited in
hollow trees or a eserted \\'un.lpukrr\ hole April 1

63. Bubo virginianus Grear Horxep Owi Eggs laid in de
serted nests of the Bald Eagle, Osprey, or Red-tailed Hawk, or sometimes
in a hollow tree; they are never mort than two in nun ber May 20 (evi-

dently a se cond laving

64. Tinnunculus spmverinu Sparrow HAWK Nests in deserted

Woodpecker's holes A set of four taken April 10, was in a dead pine
tree : the pair afterw ards reared a brood In the same neslt

6z. Pandion haliagtus carolinensis. Iisu HAawk Nests in high
trees, in most instances either dead or decayi ones: eggs three or four

Breeds through April and May
66. Ictinia subceerulea Mississiprr KITE.
tree. at the top on a horizental branch, in Alatamaha River Swamp June

and the nest found to contain two Cggs which were

Nest in a lofty cypress

8 the tree was felled
badly broken

G7. Accipiter cooperi Coorer's HAWK.
i a Crow. May 6, setol three eggs

Nests in high trees

similar to that ¢
68. Buteo borealis Rep-TAILED HAWK. Nests in high pine trees:

s always two. March 14

L2444

6. Buteo lineatus RED-SHOULDERED HAWK Nests in high
trees: eggs two or three April 26.

70. Buteo penunylvanicun BROAD-WINGED HAwWK Nests in high
trees : eggs threc April 28

71. Haliaétus leucocephalus. BaLp EAGLE Nests on very high
trees : breeds from November to April; eggs always two A set in collec-

jon taken _Iunxu} 10
Cathartes aura. TurkeY BUZZARD. Eggs two, deposited on

in thick places. Set taken April 7.

' 2.
the ground under an inclining log

»3. Catharista atrata. BLACK VULTURE Eggs two, deposited on

’
the ground, or in a hollow log near the ground. A set taken March 26

74. Botopistes migratoria. WiLp PiGEON. — Nests on trees. No

dates given.
75. Zenaidura carolinensis. MOURNING Dove.—Nests in trees, rarely
on the ground ; eggs two. April and May
76. Chamaepelia passerina. Grounn Dove.
very seldom on trees: ¢ggs two. They breed from April until October.
;'7. Meleagris gallopavo americana. WiLD TURKEY.— Nest in thick
places in the woods, carefully concealed ; eggs twelve to fifteen. April 18.
78. Ortyx virginiana. Bos WHITE.

old fields; eggs ten to fifteen. May S.

Nests on the ground,

Nests in the grass in woods, or

G - athabeoc s iRl Bl Tl
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79- Ardea her odias,

GREAT BLug Hy RON.—Nests near the t
very tall trees,

sometimes

several in the same tree; eges three or §
March $.
So. Herodias alba egretta. AMERICAN EGRET. — Nests on tre
fresh-wate; ponds ;

i eggs three. April 18.
SI. Garzetta candidissima.
water:

82

SNOowyY Herox Nests in trees
eges three, April 14.

Hydranassa tricolor ludoviciana.
in trees near water

i egwes three. April 18.

83. Florida ceerulea. [.jy; E BLUue Hgrox. Nests in trees; egg
three, April 15,

54. Butorides virescens, GREEN HEegrox. Nests in trees
water: ¢ gus

$  April 18,
85. Nyctiardea gr

K&S tour,

isea naevia, NiGur
sometimes five, April 14.

Nyctherodius violaceus, White-
\('\1\ in trees ne

Herox. Nests in tre
NG,

CROWNED Ni1GHT Herox
ar streams of water: egg

ggs five. May 8.

7- Ardetta exilis. LEAST Birys RN
eges five. \l:l.\ I8,
Eudocimus albus. Wy, T
River Swamp ;
59,

. . Nests in the tall
Il('\ln-\\.(h-l ponds:

S8,

ITaAss
gra

IBrs. — Nests in trees in A

Cgus Y}Ill'(‘.
Hzematopus P

near the segq -

April 20.
alliatus,
eggs four, \lu.\ 18.
Oxyechus Vociferus. K, LDEER. Eggs four, deposited in 2
ht depression in the ground,

on elevated places,
9. Ochthodxomus wilsonius,
four, depos

OvysTer CATCHER.—Nests on the sand
Q0.
slig April 1.
PLOVER.—Eggs three or
high sandy beach April 2q.
92 Symphemm Sémipalmatya. WirLLer, Nests in grass near the
Sea: eggs four. May 1.

93. Himantopus mexic
sand, near the

‘\'ll SON's
ited on the

anus,
salt ponds:
5.

JLACK-NECKED STILT.—Nests on the
eggs four, .\';l.\ 15,
RED-BR} ASTED R, Nests

€8gs cight to ten.

SCA or
94- Rallus elegan
marshes,

Island,

in fresh-water
near ponds :

A set t.‘lkc'njnl_\ 18 on Butler's
(;t'ur:;_‘

95- Rallus longiroatt!s cre

Pitans, CLAPPER RaivL.— Nests in salt
marshes: CEES ten to twe]y €. April 18
9. Ionornis martinica. Purpy; GaLLiNULE.~ Nests in rice
and high grass,

near ponds of
collection taken on Butler's Isl

97 Gallinula galeata,
pe I”l]\

fresh
and,

FLorip
margins of

Wwater; eggs five to eight. A seti
(h'nr:in. ‘lul_\ 18,
A GarLr INULE.-

and near the ri\--r\;

-Nests in fresh water

€8gs six to eight. May 18.
95. Aramus pictus, Limpgin. - Nests in by
the sea:

ackish or salt ponds near
CE8S six or sey en.  June 17.

SNAKE Birp..-
4ms or ponds ; g,

100, Rhyucbops nigra,

sand near the

99. Plotus anhinga,

Nests on
fresh-water stre

trees and bushes near

£s four. June 19.

BLAck SKiMMER.

Eggs three: laid on high
Sea.  June 18,

Louisiaxa Herox,—Nests



