
General Notes. 

careless hands would become instruments of self-destruction. A long 
account of the various paraphernalia for blowing and marking eggs is 
given. To the novice such things may be amusing, but are sure sources 
of disaster. A keen eye, accuracy of hand and a mind to govern, not 
patent scissors and forceps, axe the requisites tor blowing eggs. 

The list of unknow n nests, which does not claim to be free from faults 
of omission, contains faults of admission, though these are not numerous. 
Finally, we would heartily indorse all advice for absolute identification ot 
eggs and the avoidance of gummed labels. —J. A. J. 

6cncrul ITotcs. 

NOTE ON MIMUS POLYGLOTTUS.—In the summer of 1879 I found on 
the Platte River, about a mile west of Fort Fetterman, Wyoming, in Lat. 
420 23' 35" N. and Long. 105° 21' 4" W., a pair of Mocking-birds (Mimus 
•polyglottus) breeding; the nest was placed in a low cottonwood, very near 
the river bank. In the following year these birds, undoubtedly the same 
pair, returned and reared a brood in identically the same place. This time 
1 secured the male bird; and the specimen is now in my private collection. 

In the "Birds of the Colorado Valley" Dr. Coues tells us. when referring 
to the limits of Mimus, that "the northermost records generally quoted fix 
the limit in Massachusetts; but Dr. Brewer speaks of a single individual 
seen near Calais, Me., by Mr. George A. Boardman. Another record from 
an extreme point, given by Dr. P. R. Hoy, is above quoted ; the extension 
of the bird to Wisconsin, as there indicated, has been commonly over
looked. Other States in which the bird is know n to have occurred are 
New York. Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri. Iowa, and Kansas. The 
parallel of 40° N. has been named as its usual or normal limit," 

In view of these facts, and w hat I have learned from other ornithologists, 
it seems to me that this case is entitled to record, as another interesting 
instance, extending the limits of this bird. — R. W. SHUFELDT. Wash
ington, D. C. 

THE NEST OF THE HOUSE WREN.—Some writer speaks of the well 
know n habit of the House Wren of filling up any cavity within which it 
builds its nest w ith sticks and rubbish, as a "survival" of an old habit 
for which there would seem to be-no present use. I think I have seen this 
statement in some of the writings of Dr. Elliott Coues, though I cannot 
refer to the book or page. Possibly it may have been stated by some one 
else. But it is a generally recognized fact that if a box holds half a peck 
the little birds w ill fill it up full! It seems to me, however, that while this 
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may be really a "survival," it is still a most useful habit. When a hole 
or space is so filled the nest proper is generally built on the side of the 
mass of rubbish opposite to the entrance and as far as possible from it. 
Manifestly there is a clear purpose in this—viz : that of protection from 
any enemy seeking an entrance. I have observed many nests, in large 
cigar boxes, and in the majority find this state of things to exist. The 
interior space will be filled with sticks, leaving a little passage way over 
the top, through which the bird can reach the nest on the back side of the 
rubbish. It seems to me that this is clearly a defensive habit, necessary 
at this time. When they build a nest in the skull of a horse or ox, it will 
be found that they follow the same rule, and that it will be very difficult to 
get at the nests. 

Rut their practices are sometimes varied. If a box is not too large, anil 
the hole is only large enough to admit of the passage of the birds, they 
will often carry in only just enough material to build the nest, leaving 
the space all open above. I have often known them to pursue this 
course in building in a cigar box where a small hole had been made at the 
middle of one of the sides. But if the box is a large one with a large 
hole cut through the end near the top, as it is suspended on a tree or the 
s'de ol a building, then they will carry in "fully a peck of rubbish," 
•md build the soft nest down on the side opposite the entrance.—CHARLES 
ALDRICH. Webster City. To iva. 

REMARKABLE PLUMAGE OF THE ORCHARD ORIOLE.—There is in 
'he collection here a very curiously marked specimen of the Orchard 
Oriole {Icterus spurius) from Columbia. Pa. It is evidently a male bird 
ln the transition stage of plumage from young to that of the adult. 
^ oung males of this Species usually exhibit "confused characters ol both 
-exes. but in this case the male plumage is confined to the right side ol 
'he bird, and the female plumage to the left side, the two colorations 
""iting on median lines above and below. So distinctly is this peculiar-

marked, that a bilateral section of the bird would divide the phases 
"bout equally. The left side, however, shows very slight traces of black 
and chestnut, yet not so distinct as to lessen the general'yellowish-olive 
appearance of the female. There is more of the white on the coverts of 
'HE left wing than usual.—CHARLES II. TOWNSEND. Acad. Nat. Science, 
Philadelphia. Pa. 

'HE NEST AND F.GGS OF PERISOREUS CANADENSIS.—The nest upon 
"hich the following description is based was found by Mr. P. S. Glasiei 
°n April 7th. 1S81, twenty-three miles from Grand Falls, New Brunswick. 
11 Was built in a small fir tree with few branches, about ten feet from the 
ground. The tree was in "mixed land" beside a brook, on the south side 
ofa hill and near a lumber camp. From the men in the camp it was 
lea>ned that the bird built the nest about the middle of March, and hai 
been sitting for ten days. The parent bird was found on the nest, s lot. 
ar"d forwarded to me, so that there can be no doubt of identity. 
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The nest is rather a large structure, between nine and ten inches in 
diameter and five inches deep. The cavity is slightly oval, measuring 
three and six-tenths by three and two-tenths, and is two inches deep. 

The bottom is formed of large pieces of rotten wood, which must have 
been torn from some neighboring stump, while the sides are supported by a 
scraggy structure of long twigs. The walls are formed of strips of bark and 
the subjacent rotte.i wood, apparently of cedars, cocoons, the remains of 
wasp nests, lichens and the like. All this material is closely packed to
gether, but not woven, so that were it not for the outer coat of twigs the 
whole would quickly fall apart. On one side, snarled up among the twigs, 
is a long piece of white twine, which shows that the neighboring camp 
was called upon to pay its tribute. The lining is quite thick, and offers a 
decided contrast to the walls. Rootlets of various kinds form the greater 
part, though grass and the remains of wasp nests form the floor. A few 
feathers are scattered throughout the structure and about as many more 
are to be found inside. By far the greater part of these are from the Jays 
themselves, and they might be regarded as of accidental occurrence were it 
not for a few from some species of Grouse. As a whole the nest is a sub
stantial structure, admirably adapted to keep the eggs and nestlings warm. 

The eggs were three in number, and are of about the same size and form 
as those of the Blue Jay. Their ground color is a light green of much the 
same color as the Field Sparrow's egg. Two of the eggs are thickly cov
ered with fine spots of lavender and light brown, the spots being most 
abundant at the large end. The third has less lavender and more brown, 
while the spots are of considerable size and evenly distributed.—J. AMORY 
JEFFRIES, Boston. Mass. 

NOTES ON THE PLUMAGE OF NEPHCECETES NTGER BOREALIS.—An 
examination often birds of this species, taken at Ilowardsville, Colorado, 
in 1880 and 1881, leads me to believe that four years are necessary for them 
to acquire their complete plumage. A young male of the year, taken 
Sept. 17. was marked as follows. General color dull black, every feather 
tipped with white, scarcely appreciable on upper back and throat, broader 
011 upper tail coverts and rump. Crissum almost pure white. In birds of 
the second year the general plumage has a brownish cast; feathers of back 
tipped with brown, the head whitish, belly feathers yet broadly tipped 
with white. The third year the color is black, with a very faint edging of 
white on under tail coverts. In the fourth year pure black, forehead hoary, 
neck with a brownish wash. Feathers bordering the black loral crescent 
whitish. 

Tail in young of first year, rounded: in second year, slightly rounded: 
in third year slightly emarginate, feathers becoming more acute. In adult, 
forked, outer feathers three-eighths of an inch longer than inner. 

I do not know when they come — some time late in June — but they re
main until long after the Violet-green Swallows leave. They always 
hunt in flocks, range far above 13.000 feet and breed up to at least 11 .ooofeet. 
Those I have shot have had their crops filled with Efhevwridte. and it 
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is only when a cloud of insects is discovered low down that the birds come 
within gunshot range. Often one will swelp down almost to the earth 
and, swinging on in the same ellipse, soar far up entirely out of sight. 

Measurements from dried skins of eight specimens give an average length 
ot six and seven-sixteenths inches, with extremes of seven and one-half 
inches—an adult male, and live and seven-eighths inches—a young female ; 
and an average wing of six and five-sevenths inches, with extremes of 
six and seven-eighths and six and three-eighths inches. — FRANK M. 
DREW, Bunker Hill. 111. 

PLUMAGE OF THE YOUNG OK ECLECTUS POLYCIILOKUS — Dr. A. B. 
Meyer in the P. Z. S. for 1877, p. SOI, says in an article on Eclectus poly-
cklorus: ''Formerly I discussed the question whether the young bird in 
both sexes is plain green or not; but I now believe that it is red in both 
sexes, i.e. bears the dress which the female keeps during its whole life." 
Ibis conclusion would seem to be incorrect, since among a series of these 
birds in the possession of Prof. H. A. Ward, there is one bird so young as 
not to be fully fledged, but which is nevertheless of the same bright green 
color as the adult males. This substantiates the statement of the Rev. 
George Brown that the young birds have the same colored plumage as 
the adults.—F. A. LUCAS, Rochester, N. T. 

[This is a large Parrot found in the Malacca and Papuan Islands. The 
occurrence of "young red-and-blue birds" has already been recorded (see 
Ibis for 1878).—J. AMORY JEFFRIES.] 

AN OWL'S EGG LAID IN CONFINEMENT.—The history of my Acadian 
Owl, given in a late number of this Bulletin,* has an interesting sequel. 
On February 4. 1882, the bird (then but nine months old) astonished its 
friends—and perhaps itself as well—by laying an egg in the bottom of its 
cage. This, when first brought to me, was of normal size and shape, but 
soft and leathery to the touch, like the egg of a turtle. One side was 
iractured: and soon afterward the shell around the edges ol the hole began 
to curl inward until, in a short time, the whole egg became shrivelled and 
distorted. Finally, in the course of a day or two, the shell crumbled and 
scaled off in small fragments leaving only the half-dried yelk and al
bumen. 

Ot course more eggs were, looked for. and in anticipation, the floor ol 
the cage was lined with saw-dust and a hollow stump even supplied to 
serve as a nesting-place. But despite these attentions the bird obstinately 
refused to gratify our hopes. For several days after the removal of her 
egg she was restless and irritable, continually flying from perch to perch, 
and fiercely attacking any one who ventured to approach her. Indeed, it 
was two or three weeks before she recovered her wonted gentleness. 

* Vol. VII, pp. 23-25. 
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I cannot now recall an instance of the breeding of Owls in confinement, 
but the present occurrence "would apparently indicate that it might be 
accomplished with Saw-whets, which, as captives, seem to be more anima
ted and cheerful than most of the members of their sedate family.—WIL
LIAM BREWSTER, Cambridge. Mass. 

BUTEO BRACHYURUS — A CORRECTION.—An inaccuracy, comparatively 
so unimportant that 1 have hitherto neglected to call attention to it, will 
be found in the paper "On a Tropical American llawk to be added to the 
North American Fauna" (this Bulletin. Vol. VI, p. 207). The Hawk in 
question was shot Feb. 22, 1S81 — not Feb. 1, as stated in the article re
ferred to. I was at Palatka at the time, and saw the bird in the flesh the 
day it was shot. It was secured on the outskirts of the town, early in the 
morning, by a young taxidermist, Mr. Wm. Dickinson, since deceased. 
We could not determine the species, and he would not part w ith the spec
imen, a very fine one, but "set it up" for himself. A short time after
wards he presented it to Mr. Ci. A. Boardman.—J. DVVIGHT, JR.. Nev: 
York City. 

THE TURKEY BUZZARD IN NEW HAMPSHIRE.—A specimen o{ Cathar-
tes aura was shot this spring near Hampton Falls, N. II., by Mr. Frank 
Percell. The bird was killed April 6th or 7th. and received by Mr. C. I. 
Goodale on the 8th. When I examined it on the 10th it was still quite 
fresh. —CHARLES B. CORY. Boston. Mass. 

RAPACIOUS BIRDS IN CONFINEMENT. — In the winter of 1874 1 spent 
several months with a friend who had a number of rapacious birds in 
confinement. There were a couple of Barred Owls, a Great Horned Owl, 
and a Rough-legged Hawk, living together upon excellent terms in one 
apartment; in another, half a dozen Mottled Owls; and in another a 
superb Bald Eagle. Most of these birds became quite tame after a short 
period of captivity, tolerating our presence in their quarters, taking food 
from our hands, and even submitting to caresses. One little Scops devel
oped especial docility. My friend, who was a taxidermist, used to place it 
upon a perch at his side and copy strigine attitudes from nature. The 
accommodating bird would sit content for half an hour at a time, and never 
objected to any sort of gentle handling. One of its brethren, however, 
was vicious and untameable. He nipped our fingers whenever occasion 
offered, snapped and spat if even approached, and finally sealed his own 
doom by decapitating his gentle associate. 

We did not succeed in cultivating a spirit of great tractabilitv in the 
Eagle. Aside from the amusement he occasionally afforded in tackling 
living quarry, generally some superfluous cat, he was a rather uninteresting 
captive. One morning we omitted his breakfast, but in the course of the 
forenoon introduced a kitten into his apartment. He eyed her sharply for 
a few moments, then persistently ignored her, and in the evening she was 
removed unscathed. I'pon this we instituted upon the royal bird a briel 
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course of starvation, and then submitted the unfortunate kitten again. 
This time her reception was very different. At sight of her he manifested 
great excitement, and in a very few minutes left his perch with a jump and 
a flop, and seized the poor beast in his talons. He struck her very nicely, 
pinning fore paws and head together with one foot, the hind paws together 
with the other, thus preventing the slightest resistance. My remorse at 
this stage of the proceedings was somewhat alleviated by the fact that the 
kitten did not even quiver, having apparently been instantly killed by the 
force of the blow. However, the Eagle at once put an end to what little 
life may have been left by breaking her spine with his beak. He thereupon 
tore a hole in her abdomen, and cast the intestines daintily aside. The 
contents of the stomach were examined and, with the exception of a single 
tid-bit which appeared to be a piece of bread, rejected. The rest of the 
body was then rapidly devoured. On the following morning a full-grown 
tom-cat was turned loose in the cage. The Eagle attacked him several 
times but was valiantly repelled, and up to the end of the third day. when 
he made his escape, Thomas remained master of the situation. Dissatis
fied with this experiment, my friend subsequently introduced the cat in a 
half-stunned condition, and after getting well scratched the Eagle succeeded 
in overcoming him. — NATHAN CLIFFORD BROWN. Portland. Maine. 

NOTE ON MARECA AMERICANA.—I shot at Wayland, Mass., October i, 
1881, a young male Widgeon (Mareca americana). It was flying in com
pany with a flock of twelve others, apparently of the same species. A. 
FHQRNDIKE. Brook/inc. Mass. 

DESTRUCTION OF BIRDS BY THE COI.D WAVE OF MAY 2IST AND 2.ND. 
— ft seems worthy of note that, judging from indications in this vicinity, 
the destruction of bird life bv the recent cold wave must have been very 
considerable. 

On the morning of May .'ist, a specimen of Helminthophila peregrina 
was picked up so nearly "chilled to death that it died shortly afterwards. 
The same was also true of a specimen of Dendreeca pennsylvamca. On 
the morning of May 2.2nd. three other specimens of the following species 
were picked up here which had apparently died of cold : Dendraca macu
losa. Myiodioctes pusillus, and Empidonax minimus. 

These facts suggest that the abundance of bird life may, to a considerable 
extent, be influenced by sudden extreme changes of temperature, as well 
as bv heavy gales.—F. H. KING. River Falls. II Vs.. May 24. 1SS2. 

A ' TIDAL WAVE" OF BIRDS IN WASHINGTON. — In the twenty-five 
years during which I have paid more or less attention to birds hereabouts 
I have never seen anything like the "wave" that rolled up m the second 
and third weeks of May of this year. The highest spring "season' is 
usually the month from April 20 to May 20, at which latter date the tide 
has usually ebbed equablv from its greatest height at the middle of May. 
This year the birds seemed to be held back by the cold and wet, and such 
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an accumulation has seldom if ever been seen before. The streets and 
parks were full of the birds, and the daily papers all had their say upon the 
unwonted apparition. In the Smithsonian Grounds, for example, 1 saw 
one day a flock of a hundred or more Orchard Orioles, mixed with Bal" 
timores. There were flocks of Scarlet Tanagers, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, 
etc., and any quantity of Thrushes, Vireos, Flycatchers and Warblers 
—among the latter the rare beauty Dendraeca tigrina. Of the latter Dr. 
Prentiss took several—the only ones we have known to be captured here 
for many years. The cause of this gathering of the clans was doubtless 
the cold wave Mr. King speaks of in the preceding paragraph.—ELLIOTT 

CODES, Washington, D. C. 

MORE DEFINITE STATISTICS NEEDED IN REGARD TO THE ABUNDANCE 
OF BIRDS.—It is deeply to be regretted, it seems to me, that we have so 
little specific information in regard to the abundance ot birds in the 
various portions of the United States from which lists of species have 
been published. 

Such terms as "common, "not common," "abundant." "rare," ••rather 
rare," etc., may have such different values in the minds ot different observ
ers, as to render them of but little value for any but the most general 
considerations. They are absolutely valueless in the discussion ot such 
economic questions as, Can birds ever become abundant in thickly settled 
districts? and, What birds, if left to themselves, are likely to become most 
abundant in thickly settled sections? 

The table given below indicates the character and kind ot information 
which is much needed in the discussion of many important ornithological 
questions. 

The first four columns are compiled from notes made in Jefferson 
County, Wisconsin, between July 31 and August 7. 1877: those in the 
last four columns are from notes taken in the vicinity of Ithaca. N. Y., in 
1878. 

In each column, opposite the name of the species, is given the number 
of individuals which were observed in travelling the distance indicated 
near the foot of each column. The item, "birds seen or heard but not 
named." includes those individuals which were known to exist in the 
territory passed over, but which for various reasons could not he identified 
with certainty. 

The salient features of the two localities, briefly stated, are these:— 
In the vicinity of Ithaca, there is a long. deep, and narrow valley, having 

somewhat rolling, glen-cut sides: in it lies Cayuga Lake, deep and weed-
less, stretching, like a broad river, to the northward. Its east and west 
banks are abrupt and rocky and cut, at intervals, by deep wooded glens. 
A small grass swamp, bearing a few trees, at the south end ot the lake 
and running up into the city, is about the only low land in the vicinity. 
Formerly a mixed deciduous and evergreen forest covered the hills. Now. 
mere remnants stand near together upon small closely packed farms on 
both sides of the valley. The houses are numerous, the orchards large, 
and there are few fields not having some trees standing in them. 
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In .the portion of Jefferson County where the notes were taken, the 
country is nearly level, with gentle undulations, and is traversed by Bark 
and Rock Rivers. The streams make a sharp line between prairies and 
openings on one side and heavy hard and soft-wood timber on the other. 
Marshes trend along the streams, and shallow reedy ponds are common. 
Compared with the vicinity of Ithaca, the farms are larger, the houses less 
numerous, the orchards smaller, the woods and groves larger, and but 
few trees stand in the fields. 

Route 1 led from a point about half a mile north of Bark River out 
across cultivated fields. Routes 2 and 3 each led east from Rock River, 
north of Jefferson, alternately through pieces .of heavy timber and 
across dry cultivated fields. Route 4 led from the Crayfish west upon the 
prairie southwest of Aztelan, traversing dry treeless fields and leading 
through two small groves. Route 5 led from the University buildings 
west across the valley, leading through a pasture, through the north end 
of the city, through the swamp, and up the railroad, bordered on one side 
bv cultivated fields, and by tangled thickets on the other. Route 6 led di
rectly east from the campus to Varna, and then southwest along the rail
road" On this trip only cultivated fields were crossed and one small piece 
of woods traversed. Route 7 led up the valley from Ithaca along the east 
side, and then across to Enfield Falls. On this tramp we passed in turn 
along the railroad, bordered with small scattering thickets on both sices, 
across the inlet through low fields, and then past cultivated fields and 
small pieces of woods. Route 8 lay ten miles east of Ithaca, and led from 
McLean off to the southeast of Dry den, and then through Dry den to Y ree-
ville. A branch of Fall Creek was crossed twice, and. with the exception 
of a small marsh near Freeville. only cultivated fields and small pieces ol 
wood were passed. 

R O I T E S .  

Turdus migratorius . 
Turdus fuscescens . 
Mimus carolinensis 
S i a l i a  s i a l i s  . . . .  
Parus atricapillus . . 
Sitta carolinensis . 
Troglodytes aedon 
Eremophila alpestris . 
Cistothorus stellaris . 
Dendrceea aistiva . . 
Geothl vpis trichas 
Setophaga ruticilla 
Pyranga rubra . 
Hirundo horreorum . 
Tachycineta bicolor . 
Petrochelidon lunifrons 
Cotyle riparia . 
Progne purpurea . • 
Ampelis cedrorum 
Vireo olivaceus 
V i r e o  g i l v u s  . . . .  
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Vireo flavifrons . . 
Lanius excubitorides 
Chrysomitris tristis . 
Pocecetes gramineus 
Melospiza melodia 
Melospiza palustris 
Spizella socialis . . 
Spizella pusilla (shot) 
Cyanospiza cyanea 
Pipilo erythrophthalmus 
Dolichonyx oryzivorus 
Molothrus pecoris 
Agelasus phoeniceus . 
Sturnella magna . . 
Icterus baltimore . . 
Quiscalus purpureus . 
Corvus americanus 
Cyanurus cristatus 
Tyrannus carolinensis 
Sayornis fuscus 
Contopus virens . . 
Empidonax minimus 
Chajtura pelasgica . . 
Trochilus colubris 
Cervle alcyon . . . 
Coccyzus erythrophthalmu 
Picus villosus . . 
Picus pubescens 
Sphyrapicus varius 
Melanerpes erythrocephal 
Colaptes auratus . . 
Circus hudsonicus 
Falco sparverius . . 
Hawk 
Zenaidura carolinensis 
Bonasa umbellus . 
.Egialites vociferus 
Tringoides macularius 
Actiturus bartramius 
Ardea lierodias . . 
A i dea virescens . . 
Rallus virginianus 
Podilymbus podiceps 
Birds seen or heard, but not 

n a m e d  . . . .  

Total number of birds observed 
Number of miles traveled . 
Average number of birds per 

mile 
Total number of species . . 
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Total average number of birds per mile in Jefferson County i- about 
thirty-three. 

Total average number per mile in the vicinity of Ithaca is about fift.v-
seven. 
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The notes from which these tables are prepared were obtained by walk
ing continuously over the routes named, without retracing steps in any 
case. When a bird was observed a record was made in the form of a 
clot placed against the name of the bird. The dots were placed for con
venience in groups of five each separated by straight lines. 

It seems a little remarkable that the four averages of the two localities 
should so nearly coincide. The fact that they do coincide so closely sug
gests that, unless we have here an unusual recurrence of figures, the 
averages represent a tolerably definite factor of the bird population ot the 
two localities at the time the observations were made. The statistics do 
not indicate the actual bird-population in the two localities; but they do 
show, it seems to me, the relative abundance in the two sections, and, to 
a large extent, the relative abundance of the various species in each 
locality. 

It is to be observed that the notes from the vicinity of Ithaca were taken 
in June before many of the young birds were upon the wing, while those 
from the other locality were made after the breeding season. The two 
localities should not be compared, therefore, without taking this fact into 
account. For instance, all the Bobolinks observed on trip 8 were, with 
two exceptions, males. Hence the figures probably show only about one-
half the number of birds of this species that existed in the territory at 
the time of the visit. 

In July, 1878, about the middle of the month. I went over route 5 and 
6 a second time to see what effect upon the average the addition ot the 
young birds would have. The whole number of birds observed was a 
little more than double that observed in June. 

Perhaps some one will suggest a better method of obtaining the tacts 
recorded in this connection.—F. H. KING, River Fulls, Wis., May 24, 
1882. 

R E M A R K S  O N  F I V E  M A I N E  B I R D S . — It appears that 110 formal announce
ment of the occurrence of the Gray-cheeked Thrush (Hylocichla alictie) 
'n the State of Maine has ever been made, though the course the bird is 
known to pursue in its migrations renders such an announcement of slight 
importance. It mav be stated, however, for the benefit ot compilers, that 
•his Thrush is a regular, not very common, spring and tall migrant in 
southern Maine, reaching Portland in spring about the middle of May, 
and in autumn about September 20. 

A propos of Dr. Cones' recent prediction* that the 1 itlark {Anthus 
ludovicianus) will yet be ascertained to breed occasionally along the Maine 
coast, is there anything but inferential evidence to indicate that it occuis 
•here at all in spring or summer? Being known to pass through Massa
chusetts in spring and to occur on the island of Grand Mananf at that 

*N. E. Bird Life, p. 104, foot note, 
f See Herrick, Birds of Grand Manan, p. 6. 
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season, it is fair to suppose that the Titlark also touches at favorable 
points in Maine while en route to its breeding grounds. Nevertheless 
neither ray own observations nor the records of other observers substan
tiate this hypothesis. 

The once prized Ipswich Sparrow (Passerculusprinceps) must now take 
its place among the common autumnal migrants of southern Maine, though 
restricted, so far as I am aware, to the sea-coast. In spring, however, it is 
uncommon if not rare. Since the capture of the first Maine specimen,* 
March 20, 1875, I have seen but two other spring specimens. These I 
found upon Old Orchard Beach, March 28, 1882, and one of them is now 
in my collection. In their autumnal migration the birds reach Cumberland 
County about Oct. 13, remaining at least until Nov. 6, later than which 1 
have never looked for them. Upon almost any day between these dates 
the collector may find a dozen or more individuals along the sandy shore 
between Scarborough Beach and the Saco River. 

In the Proceedings of the Portland Society of Natural History for April, 
1882, I spoke of the Ring-necked Duck (Fulix collaris) as having but once 
been taken in the vicinity of the city within my experience. On the very 
morning upon which my paper left the press, I found in one of the city-
markets two adult males which were killed in the Presumpscot River. 
March 31, 1882. On April 12 I found another male in the market; the 
next day I purchased a pair from a sportsman in Deering; and on April 
17 detected another male in the market. That the bird's occurrence in 
such numbers is very unusual there can be no doubt. In fact, so far as I 
have been able to learn, our most experienced hunters of wild fowl either 
knew the species only by tradition, before this year, or else were wholly 
unacquainted with it. 

Mr. Brewster has more than once advanced good evidence to the effect 
that the Short-tailed Tern (Hydrochelidon lariformis) should be considered 
a regular and not uncommon visitor to suitable localities 011 the New 
England coast, t Specific records for Maine are, notwithstanding, few as 
yet.J Two recent specimens should go on the list. One of these was 
killed in Scarborough, the other at Wells Beach. York County, in 
the autumn of 1881.—NATHAN CLIFFORD BROWN. Portland. Maine. 

MAINE NOTES. — Opororuis agilis (Wilal) /laird. CONNECTICUT 
WARBLER. — Mr. Nathan Clifford Brown, in a paper read before the 
Portland Society of Natural History April 3, 1882, gives this bird for the 
first time a place in the Maine fauna. He met with it Aug. 30. 1878, on 
Cape Elizabeth. I would record a specimen which I took in August. 
1879, at Ebeme Lake. This makes the second record for this State. 

Hylocichla uualascae pallasi (Cuban.) Ridgw. HERMIT TIIRVSH.— 
These birds breed commonly with us every year (Bangor). Their eggs 

* See Rod and Gun, Vol. VI, p. 65. 
fSee especially this Bulletin, Vol. VI, pp. 124-25. 
• See this Bulletin, Vol. IV, p. 108, and Vol. V, p. 63. 
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arc usually taken early in June, but I find among my notes the record of 
a set taken August 5, 1873, at Dedham, Maine, the eggs being but slightly 
incubated. This would seem to be presumptive evidence for the belief 
that these birds raise two broods in a season. 

Lomvia arr^ briiiinichi (Set.) Ridgw. B KUNNICH'S G UILLEMOT; and 
Lomvia troile {Linn.) Brandt. COMMON GUII.LBMOT.—These birds 
are found on our coast in the winter season, Briinnich's Guillemot being 
quite numerous, while the Common Guillemot is more rare. Some idea 
of their comparative numbers may perhaps be obtained from the tact that 
during the past two years I have procured some thirty specimens from 
different points 011 our coast (from Grand Manan to South Bristol) and 
out of this number only one was a representative of the Common Guille
mot (L. troile.) The experience of Mr. N. A. Eddy of this city is exactly 
similar, and out of about an ecpial number of specimens he has obtained 
but a single example of troile. Other collectors in this vicinity who have 
received numbers of Guillemots have not obtained a specimen of Lomvia 
troile. 

Actodromas fuscicollis ( Vieill.) llidgw. B ONAPARTE S S ANDPIPER. 
This bird is not given as a resident of our State in Hamlin s, Verrill s or 
Maynard's lists, but is still a not uncommon autumnal migrant along our 
coast. They are seldom met with in the interior, and the only records 
of their capture away from the coast, so far as 1 can learn, are here given. 
Nathan C. Brown furnishes me the first record from his notes as follows : 
"Oct. 16, 1876. During the past two weeks our party has taken only 
three specimens of this bird at Lake Umbagog. One was shot about Oct. 
2, the two others upon Oct. 14." On October 23. 18S1, I came upon a 
flock of four at a small pool near this city (Bangor), and obtained three 
of them. Mr. N. A. Eddy afterwards took one at the same place.—HARRY 
MERRILL. Bangor. Maine. 

S TRAY N OTES FROM L OOKOUT M OUNTAIN. T ENN.— I he following 
notes were taken 011 Lookout Mountain. Tenn.. from March 17 to April 4, 
1882. The "Mountain," so-called, is a ridge, some twenty miles or more 
in length, extending nearly due north and south. Its altitude ranges Irom 
2200 to 2450 feet above the sea, and from 1500 to 1750 feet above the len-
nessee River, which touches the base at its most northern point: its width, 
at the top. is from half a mile to two miles. About two miles of its north
ern end is in Tennessee, the rest being in Georgia. Mv collecting was 
done mostly on the Tennessee portion, hut occasionally I went into Geor
gia, my longest trip into that State being five miles. The country is, for 
the most part, heavily wooded, although towards the northern end a great 
deal of the timber was destroyed during the late war and the new growth 
is still quite small. There are numerous streams in the ravines, along 
the banks of which laurels, blackberries, etc., grow luxuriantly. On the 
east side of the ridge there are, for half a mile, huge boulders, and the 
trees, principally pines, on and around them, were, I found, a favorite re-
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sort for the smaller birds. The whole number of species noted during my 
stay was fifty, but I give only such notes as may, perhaps, be of general 
interest. 

1. Sitta canadensis Linn. RED-BELLIED NUTHATCH.—Met with but 
once, on March 29. in a partial clearing. 

2. Dendrceca vixens (Gmel.) /laird. BLACK-TIIROATED GREEN WAR
BLER.—First seen March 19. Taken March 20. After this date it was not 
at all uncommon, and could be heard singing at almost any hour of the 
day. 

3. Peuceea aestivalis illinoensis. Ridgzv. OAK-WOOD SPARROW.— 

First noted April 3. Two males procured April 4, both in song. These 
were both well-marked examples of illinoensis. one, indeed, carrying the 
differentiation to an extreme degree. In this specimen the back was of a 
reddish-brown color, entirely without streaks, and exactly resembled ex
treme specimens from Illinois. The other had the back distinctly streaked 
with black, and closely resembled a specimen from Alabama, taken bv Mr. 
N. C. Brown. I found these birds both in groves of small pines and in 
open fields where there were plenty of brush-piles. They seemed to be 
quite common, as I heard several singing, at the same time, in different 
parts of the field. I was enabled to compare my specimens with those of 
the Smithsonian Institution through the kindness of Mr. R. Ridgway, and 
for this and many other favors I wish to tender him my grateful thanks. 

4. Corvus corax carnivorus. (Bartr.) Ridg-w. AMERICAN RAVEN.— 
Quite common. Said to breed 011 the cliffs. I have seen as many as 
eight or ten chasing each other through the air at one time. 

5. Catharista atrata ( Wils.) Less. CARRION CROW.—Quite common. 
Breeds. They seem to keep in flocks more than Cathartis aura. 

6. Bonasa umbella {Linn.) Sleph. RUFFED GROUSE. — Once seen 
and once heard "drumming." The local sportsmen report them as being 
quite scarce.—W. H. Fox. Washington. D. C. 

ERRATA. 

Vol. VII. page 119. line S. for "struggling" read "straggling"; page 
122. line 9 from bottom, for "Rellon" read "Redlon": page 123. line 28 
for ••Before" read "Upon." 


