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of space. The long, thin wings, firmly set, cleave the air like 
knife-blades and the forked tail, spread to its fullest, is inclined 
to one side or the other as the bird changes its swift course. 
When it turns, the snowy head and breast are contrasted against 
the green background and its steel blue back glances in the sun
light. Finally rising to a level with the tree-tops it is gone as it 
came, like a beautiful vision. 

But my space is exhausted, although many interesting birds 
remain to be mentioned. Perhaps at some future time I may 
take up the threads where this sketch leaves them. 

NOTES ON SOME OF THE RARER BIRDS OF 
SOUTHERN NEW BRUNSWICK. 

BY MONTAGUE CHAMBERLAIN. 

1. Sialia sialis. BLUEBIRD.—About the middle of March, 1877-
Harold Gilbert saw one at Mount Pleasant, a suburb of St. John. Some 
time early in June, 1879, Mr- J- W. Banks saw one at Milledgeville, with 
food in its mouth, apparently for its young. On April 26, 1881, Mr. Hcnn 
Gilbert shot one at Rothesay, nine miles north of St. John. 

2. Dendroeca pennsylvanica. CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER. 
3- Dendrceca castanea. BAY-BREASTED WARBLER. 
4. Dendrceca blackburnae. BLACKBURN'S WARBLER.—These three 

species are but rarely found here. In my note-book is a record of oneot 
each taken during the summer of 1881, and I can learn of none other 
having been seen or heard. 

5- Vireo noveboracensis. WHITE-EYED VIREO.—Mr. Harold Gilher 
shot one specimen of this bird at South Bay, a few miles northwest from 
St. John, on May 24, 1877, and this is the only known instance ot ir 

occurrence in this vicinity. 
6. Pyranga rubra. SCARLET TANAGER.—I saw an adult male ot thi> 

speci e s  s i t t i n g  o n  a  f e n c e  i n  t h e  s u b u r b s  o f  S t .  J o h n  0 1 1  J u n e  2 0 ,  1 8 7 9 - .  
have examined two specimens taken near Hampton during the summei 
1880. 

7. Ammodromus caudacutus. SHARP-TAILED FINCH.—On June-
1881, five individuals of this species were taken by Mr. H. A- f*111 ^ 
Mr. bred. W. Daniel and myself, on a marsh near Hampton. I his nu 
is watered by the Kenebecasis, a tributary of the St. John, and lies SJ 
twenty-five miles up the1 former river. The junction ot the two n 
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takes place about five miles from the mouth of the St. John. The marsh 
is some twenty miles, air line, from the nearest point on the Bay of Fundy 
shore, and at the time we visited it, the water running past it did not taste 
in the least brackish.* 

8. Pipilo erythrophthalmus. TOWHEE.—A specimen, now in the 
collection of the Natural History Society of St. John, was shot at Irish-
town on May 8, 1881, by Mr. J. Belyea. 

9. Zamelodia ludoviciana. ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK.—I have ex
amined the skin of one of this species taken near Hampton in June, 1879. 

10. Passerina cyanea. INDIGO BTJNTING. — There is a skin in the 
collection of James McGivern, Esq., said to have been taken about six miles 
north of St. John in June, 1880. I can learn of no other occurrence of this 
bird near here, though 1 have frequently seen specimens taken on the 
western, or Bay of Fundy shore of Nova Scotia. 

11. Zenaidura carolinensis. MOURNING DOVE.—This bird has been 
but rarely met with here; one taken at Hampton in June, 1880, one at 
Rothesay on September 30, 1881, and one at Milkish on October 17, 
1881, are the only specimens I have heard of. 

12. Ardetta exilis. LEAST BITTERN.—Between the spring of 1877 
and the fall of 1880 there were five individuals of this species taken on 
the Bay of Fundy shore, about ten miles to the eastward of St. John. 

13. Micropalama himantopus.—STILT SANDPIPER.—The only known 
occurrence of this bird in this vicinity is of three seen by Mr. F. W. Daniel 
on the sand flats back of St. John on September 8, 1881. He secured one 
of them, which is now in the museum of the Natural History Society. 

14. Recurvirostra americana. AVOCET.—Mr. William Ellis of St. 
Martins, a village on the shore of the Bay of Fundy, says he has shot 
one or more of these birds each year for the last five years, usually meet
ing two together. A specimen taken by him in 1880 is in the museum of 
the Natural History Society. 

15. Himantopus mexicanus. BLACK-NECKED STILT.—I procured one 
of this species in September, 1880, from Mr. John Ellis of Mace's Bay, an 
arm of the Bay of Fundy, lying some thirty miles to the westward of St. 
John, and was told by Mr. Ellis that several had been taken there during 
former years. 

16. Ionornis martinica. PURPLE GALLINULE. — Since obtaining the 
male, announced by Mr. Wm. Brewster in this Bulletin for July, 18S1, I 
have had the good fortune to get possession of a female which was shot 
near Gagetown, a village on the St. John River, about forty miles from its 
mouth. The bird was taken in the early part of September, 1880. 

17. Chen hyperboreus. SNOW GOOSE.—One of these birds was taken 
at Gagetown in December, 1880, and sent by me to Mr. E. O. Damon of 
Northampton, Mass. 

18. Anas boscas. MALLARD.—A pair in the museum of the Natural 
History Society were shot near Hampton by the late Col. Otty some fifteen 
years ago. The only late occurrences of this species are of one mounted 

* [See p. 122 of this issue.—EDD.] 
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by J. H. Carnell, taxidermist, and a flock of some six or eight seen by Mr. 
Henry Gilbert on the Kenebecasis River in August, 1880, from which he 
obtained a male and female. 

19. iEthyia vallisneria.—CANVAS-BACK.—Carnell has mounted one 
of this species taken within the Province, and E. C. Sutton, Esq., of Sut
ton, who is familiar with their appearance, saw a flock on the St. John 
River, about four miles from the city, several times during the fall of 1879-

20. Pelecanus erythrorhynchus. AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN.—One 
of these birds in the collection of the Natural History Society was shot on 
the shore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence near Pt. du Chene by Mr. Robert 
Bustin, and I have very good authority for announcing the occurrence of 
another at Cape Spencer, some five miles east of St. John, during the 
first week in April, 18S1. 

1 

NOTES ON THE SUMMER BIRDS OF THE UPPER 
ST. JOHN. 

BY CHARLES F. BATCHELDER. 

DURING the spring of 1879 Messrs. W. A. Jeffries and J 
Amory Jeffries spent some time at Grand Falls, New Brunswick, 
collecting and studying the birds of that neighborhood; and at 
about the same time Mr. J. Dwight, Jr., and myself were similarly 
engaged at Fort Fairfield, Aroostook Co., Maine. 

Owing to the limited time of our stay the number of species 
observed was not large, but as it included almost all the com
moner summer residents,—the species really characteristic of the 
fauna of the region — it has been thought worth while to lay 
the results of our observations before the public, especially as the 
fauna is in some respects peculiar. One might be led to expect, 

from the latitude of the region, that the fauna would be thor
oughly Canadian in its character. Our experience shows, how
ever, that it has a strong tinge of the Alleghanian. 

Grand Falls is situated on the right bank of the St. John Rhel 

at about N. Lat. 470 03', and W. Long. 67° 50'. The river below 
the falls runs through a narrow valley, almost all of which 
under cultivation. On the higher land above the falls and about 
the town are farms devoted chiefly to hay, potatoes and buck

wheat. The country is hilly, and is scantily watered, the feu 


