
.Recent Lilrrll/1trr. 

!{,ccent 1Citcrature. 

STEARNS AND CouEs's "NEW ENGLAND BIRD LtFE."•-After manr 
Years of waiting we at le ng th have a work on New England bi~d• of 

d h. without which no ornithologist need feel ashamed. Jndec , t is goes 
· d L·r " · dited bJ' Dr. saying when it is known that "New England Bir ue is e .. 

Coues . It is a timely little volume and forms so important an additton 
to the literature of the subject of which it treats that we propose to con· 
s ide r it at some length. ., . 

Immediately following the somewhat significant" Editor's Preface is 
an '· Introduction," which includes exceedingly useful chnpte~s on the 
classification and structure of birds; the •• Preparation of Specimen• _for 

· f 'iew Study"; the " Subject of Fauna I Areas" ; and the ·' Literature O • 

England Ornitho logy." This preliminary portion occupies fifty page,, 
not one of which can be considered superfluous. The main bod,v of '.he 
work comprises two hundred and sevent.v pages and treats the succe•,ne 
families in order, from the Thrus hes through the Crows and Jays, thus em· 
bracing the whole order of Osdnes. It is a pity that so man.v of: 
works are simi larly incomplete, but in the present case we are assu 
that Part T is " lo be followed as soon a s practicable, by a second volume, 
completing the treatise"; and perhaps it is not too much to hope that noth· 
ing will occur to prevent the fulfilment of this promise. 

The intended scope of the book is thus trenchantly defined in the 
Preface: "It is the object of the present volume to go carefully o,·er 
the whole ground, and to present, in concise and convenient form, ~n 
epitome of the Bird-life of New England. The claims of each specie• 
to be considered a membe r of the ew England Fauna are critical_l.i· 
examined, and not one is admitted upon insufficient evidence of it> 
occurrence within this a rea; the desig n being to give a thoroughly re.l iable 
list of the Birds, with an account of the leading facts in the life-h1stor_1 
of each species. The plan of the work includes brief descriptions of t~e 
birds themselves, enabling one to idl'ntify any specimen he may hnre 10 

hand ; the local distributio n , migration , and relative abundance of e,·er!' 
species; together with as much general information respecting their 
habits as can conveniently be brought within the compass of a hand-book 
of:. ew England Ornithology." 

This plan is fully and con sistently followed to t he end, never slighted, 
se ldom o,·erstepped. The specific characters are given in the very simp­
lest language but u sually with s ufficient definiteness to meet all the 

• New England Bird 1:-ife, being a Manual of New England Ornithology, revised and 
edited from the manuscnpt of\Vinfrid A. Stearns, Member of the Nuttall Ornithological 
Clu~, etc., by Dr. Elliott Coucs, U.S. A., Member of the Academy, etc. Part I ­
Oscines. Boston, Lee and Shepard, Publishers. New York, Charles T. Dillingham, 
1881, 8vo. pp. 3'4, numerous woodcuts. 
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requirement, of thnt cla~1, of readers for whom the) arc prc..,umnhly 
intended. whih: thc hioi,:rnphkal pas,:q.,:,•,, nlthough containing little th;l 
is new, arc ahrnyti apt amt intcn:,ting. The rl·fcrcnces to previous 
record,. a, mi;,;ht he c,pt•cted. form a marked feature; in the ca,e of the 
more important specie,. e•pcdatty. they arc qo accurately collated. ,o 
di'.pa,,ionatcly \\ci;.:hcd, and ~o conveniently grouped that they cannot 
fail to render the work of the utmost \'alue to c,·en the most advanced 
,tudcnt of the tiubjcct. There arc no new fcatureh of claSbification, but 
~twill be noticed that the nomenclature lHlb in most case1, been arranged 
m accordanct' with ~omc import:111t changes which have been recently 
propo,ed. The illustrations arc fairly numerous, mainly technical in 
character, and all taken from Dr. Coucs's previous workb. 

It i,, of course, not to be expected that ~uch a book wilt be entirely free 
from error;, espel·iall.v when we consider the fact that its editor (who. it 
-houtd be stated, announces himself "rCbpOn~ible for the accuracy and 
completcne,s of the work'') has had tittle personal experience with New 
Eni:tand bird, a, such. Those "hich do ocC'ur usually affect the breeding 
distribution of the birds to which they relate. In mo~t cases this is made 
out with great judgment and in strict accordance with known facts, but 
where the positive eddcncc is incomplete there arc indications that the 
editorocca,ionallJ g-a\'C free scope to his prophetic fancy. This running 
ahead of the record, is a dangerous business. despite Dr. Coues's masterly 
argument in defence of "logical deductions" and the "logical results of 
ratiocination.'' Bird,, like many other beings, sometimes take it into 
their head, to be erratic, and thus disappoint the prophet~ in various ways. 
It is not ahrnys safe to base a positive general ,tatement on one or two 
exceptional occurrences, while it is even more hazardous to fill absolute 
blanks from the analog-y furni~hed by known parallel cases. This may 
be appropriately dcmon,trated by considering some of the following 

quotations from•· New England Bird Life." 
T11rd11$ p11llC1si.-" The l lcrmit Thrush is another bird whose breeding 

range draws a tine between the two principal Faunre of New England, 
being restricted in the breeding ~eason to the Canadian Fauna. as the 
Wood Thrush is to the Alteghanian." In point of fact, the H ermit Thrush 
breeds regularly in )Iasoachusetts at many p laces in Essex and Mid­
dlesex Counties, and on Cape Cod in abundance. Authenticated nests 
ha\'e been t.'lkcn al Gloucester, Be,·crly, and Concord, while in June and July 
we have heard many males singing near I lyannis. Man,ton's Mitt,, and 
O,tervitte. Its distr ibution in the breeding season, so far from being, 
a, is e lsewhere stated, closely coincident" i th that of Swainson's Thrush, 
i, rather to be compared with that of the Oti"e-sidcd Flycatcher. which 
breed, generally and most abundantly throughout the Canadian Fauna; 
locally and ~paringlv, but still regularly, in the Alleghanian, and perhaps 
occa,ionatty just w iihin the northern boundary of the Carolin ian. 

Regulus culendula.-The Ruby-crowned Kinglet, given as "one of the 
many birds which mark the distinction between the Canadian and Atle­
ghanian Faun~ ... being apparently limited b_v the former in its southward 

.J 
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range during the brcedin(l' f>cn~on," ha-. not 11ct11ally hccn a rcrtninedd 1~ 
;recd in the Canadian Fauna at nil. flonnlman alone ha, catnlog-uc 1 
as a rare "summer visitant," but none of lhl' re<·enl in\'c,tig~tor, haw 

. . . J ti ·a d r:t n"I! in i.ummer detected it excepting in the m1grnt1o n i;. t~ hOU l\\, r • ,., . 

. . 11 1 · tha I the Canadian is much more likely to prove hm1tcd by the uc ~oninn • 
Fauna. · i 

Certhia j'amiliar,:•.-The s tatement that "the Brown Creeper is.re• .; 
dent throuuhout New England and a common bird in all ,uitable locahlle• 

" · th t it breeds is perhaps not sutnciently qualified by lhc resernll1on a 
"chic.fly in the Canadian Fauna." The three 6outhern N'cw England 
Stales have now been comparatively well explored, anti the record h) )lr. 
Allen of II nest seen at Springfield, and another by Dr. Brewer of on~ 
found nca,· Taunton, with Mr. Merriam 's him pie i.talcmcnt that it "brc.cd, 
in Connecticut, are all the reliable data that we have for attributing it to 
the Alleghanian Fauna of New England. Opposed to this i~ the great 
mass of negative testimony on the part of numerous local obsen·~rs _who 
have never found the bird in summer at all. \Vhilc it must be admitted 
that there is something to be said on both s ides of the question, we can'.iot 
at present believe that the breeding of the Creeper oouth of the Canadian 
Fauna is otherwise than a rare and exceptional occurrence. 

A11thus ludot,icia,ms.-" The manner of the Titlnrk'i, presence in New 
England" is decidedly not "similar to that of the Shore Lark " for, ns 
:\Ir. Purdie has insisted (Bull. N. 0. C., Vol. I , p. 73, Sept. 1876 and II, P· 
Ii, Jan. 1877), the former normally occurs only as a spring and fall migra~t, 
while the Shore Lark regularly winters. Dr. Brewer is the sole authority 
for the wintering of the Titlark in Mas~achusetts, and if there was no n;ii•· 
lake about the instances he records they were unques tionably exceptional. 
The ncgnti\'e e"idence in this case is unusually conclus ive. It would not 
be difficult to produce a dozen reliable persons who have had many years' 
experience in winter collecting along the Massachusetts coast who yet 
ha,e never seen a Titlark there after November. Our own experience 
i, that the species arrives from the north about the middle of September, is 
at the height of it~ abundance during the latter part of that month and the 
fir,t half of October, and wholly disappears before the close of Novem­
ber to reappear in April, when it is less frequently ~ecn and apparently 
more irregular in its mo"cments. 

D,·11dr<l"rt1 ctrr11/esce11s.-D espitc the fact that three identified nests of 
the Black-throated Blue \Varblcr have been found in Connecticut, "its 
local distribution in New'England" cannot fairly be considered as "coin· 
cident" with that of De11drwca vira,,s. The latter breeds regularly 
througt?out the wh.olc of ~cw England and is, if anything, rather com­
moner 111 summer 

111 
the pine woods of Eastern :Massachusetts than among 

the ,pruce, and fir, of the more northern States, while the Black-throated 
Blue \\'arbler is, to say. the lea~t, mainly confined to the Canadian Fauna. 
The statement that "it has been observed in summer in Massachusetts " 
l,rc,umably relate, to Allen's record ( Birds of S , fi Id 

6 
) f ·t 

· , . pnng e , p. 2 o I s 
being ·· found 111 the breeding seMon on Mt. Holyoke (C. \V. Bennett) 
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St:1ll' ( B . 

s,,.,.., nf the ·otor:ulo Valley" ( p. 301 ) Dr. 
Cout• a \Vat r 'l'hru• h "breeds in the greater 
rirt If n ,\

111
crican r:ingc," and in the pre~en t 

work thl , w h, •ub tautl II.) reilt'r'llted in the following te rms : '' Being 
a peel f th w d at dlatrihntlnn in !'-o• th America, the \Vater Thrush 
i found In 1111 .ul \ii ,tluntlot1S in :-;cw l~n~land, where it i s a summer 
re !dent, and roor or \cu :iln1tlllnnt according to c ircu rm,tances in no way 
connected ._,,Ith ogr 

1
,hlcnl or f:\llna l area& -" W a iving for the present 

an) diwi •Ion of the quet1tion at l:1q;e, we will co nfi'.,e o urselves to a 
con Id nitlon of the chnm,·t r of the bird',; pre~ence. in New England. 
Upon ciuimmlng the rc,·onl& it appears that no 1dent1fied nest has ever 

I

- Ii d 

1 1 
,· -

1 
of the Cnnadia n Fauna. In the "Catalogue 

-en oun •nut I ol t 1 "'" " of the lhrd of S rin ,ficltl • -:-tr- A.lien _st:,ted_ tha~ apparen~ly a few 

b C d 1 

,. \ 11
1 

lg ~ ••Cf" e d this op1n10n in !us late r "List of the 

r c ,er , ,ut " 1c ,a , , • . h · n· d f . .. the ,rc,,umption 1s that t e re was some mistake 
1r o M11•..nchuwetts. . I '.\lr ~le i·riam surmises th at" possibly 

about the e rllcr oh~C:1"' 11110"'· , ·. Connecticut." All the other autho 
r • ',,d bree( , n rs 

a ,cwocanlonn11J renll1111 •' ebtions o f this kind is inadmissible) 
«we "11not, "111> C h . , , 'fhi·ush as a spring ,md fall migrant in 

( 
· ti1nonY on qu 

agn:c n con"" cn1111; England States. Going by the records alone, 
I 

• I " , the \¥ ntcr . 
the three 11c>11thcrn 'le-" .,r.. It to rn:dntain hi s position, while if the un-

r. o\1C& '"'1 "" b·ect were produced we fancy that it would go J) c ·11 r i it d1111cu 
· · ) on the ,.,u J • C t · I ti written le 11111011 . i s vie"" of th e case. er am y , e re are no present 

very ~uongl_v a~·'"'"l h 
I 

e Northern Water Thrush breeds at all in 

I 
r \ r "in" t hnt t' F l{rount " ,or ,c ,e~ "'f the Canadian auna. 

1',ew I "nl/'.lund ,outl~ :_,fhC breeding of the Northern Shrike anywhe re 
Co/lurto bvrrttl

1
~· • . i s at present so much a matter of unce rtainty 

,·ountries " h L ' ~oulh of the }'"ur '-' d lope d !act that t c oggcrhead has frequently 
t \ )· eve · tf II owing U> the reCC" fd n o t bc\ong and w1 u Y muddled the records, that 

come in \\ here h ~ ' 1 t p r. coues would have been wiser had he avoided 
I n'I< tha h d" t d we c~1nnol bltl t ,1 " d in this muc is pt1 e question. The comparison 
·tive stan Bl k S b. d · 

ta

kin" any po"' _ thllt of the ac · now 1r , 1s manifes tly inappro-
,., w ith " · ·11 d b I 

f 

.

1

,. prc,.,ence 
11

ecy that it w1 ou t e,s be found to breed in 
O I u,e prOP t " I 

P

rintc while f ])l:cissachuset s can scarce y be warranted by any 

' p3-rlS 0 
thC highe"t nctS· f the \{no"""' f . "II however, "New E~gl:\nd Bird Life" is remarkably 
o •r :,ken for 1111 inf ·ev~ry kind: we doubt ,f there is another outsider who 

I

. '"' e rrors o nS us and done so well, but it must not b . 
rrcc ro1 

0 111
c n•llo . 1 , . . e over­

coll id hn"e c i-1r- purd1C he \pe( . in collattng nnd sifting the scattered 

1001'ed thnt I 
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records," an assistance which was a practical i;uarantee against any 
very gross errors. · 

T o say that the book is exceedingly well-written would be doing it ,cant 
justice. Dr. Coues's brilliant talents in thi~ respect arc aln•ady well known, 
but we have perhaps nev..:r had so std king a proof of them a, i, afforded 
by the present volume. The work has been clone ,o thoroughly that ia 
point of completeness it is al most perfect; ,o consistently that but few points 
arc ope,, to criticism; so concikely that one hundred and thirty-<!ight 
species are treated in two hundred and scvc nt_v octavo page~. A~d ~he 
arrangement of th<! whole is masterly. Gracefully turned de,cripltre 
passages and sparkling bits of commentary everywhere enlil-cn the sub­
structure of fact, as the brig htc,· colors of an old piece of tapestry set off 
its more sombre background. Those who arc familiar with such works 
as the "Birds o f the North-west" and " Bird, of the Colorado Valley·• 
will have no difficulty in judging for themselves to what extent the editor 
acted on the author's permission " in revising, and to some eitent re­
writing" the latter 's notes for publication. 

There is, however , one feature which we cannot approve, and which will 
doubtk~s be regretted by a ll who arc familiar with the history of the we 
o n which it bears. \Ve allude to the numerous comments on the record, 
left by a late well-known o,·n ithologist. The strictures thcm,elre, a.re 
in many, perhaps most, cases just, but they arc characterized by a certain 
bitterness of lone which implies a lack of respect for the memory of an 
opponent who i, no longer able to speak in hi s own defence. 

It remain, to make some reference to the o stensi ble author of the 
work. Simply, then, l\Ir. Stearns may be congratulated on hi, wi-, 
dwice of an edito,·.-\V. B. 

Coin's 13F \UT!Ft:L AXn Cun. ,ous Bmns. - Part HI of ~Ir Cory'­
work• treat, of llfr1111ra s11prrba, the, well known Australian Lyre Bird; 
Dij>hyllodN rl'.<j>ublira, a peculiar Bird of Paradise found on Bat.,rrn nnJ 
the \\'aigiou Island, in the Mala_y Archipelago; and the Ruff (,l/,1cluf<'-' 
f'."lfmn). The latter is of interest to American ornithologi,1' asan occn· 
swnal straggler from Europe, where, as in Asia and Africa. it is widely 
distributed and genera ll y known and 1· · If t thy 'or it-

. . · . . • , s especia y no ewor " pugnacious d1,posit1on and remarkable ll 
, . • I umage. 
fhc plates 111 the present numbe,· fit II t · 

1 
h' I dc"ree of 

• 1 y s us arn t 1e ,g 1 " 
exce lle~ce." h1ch characterized those of the earlier ones. That of the 
L,re Bi rd is notabl Y fine; the co loi·,·ng ·• · h d 

1
. 

1 
-
1 

ti ·onder· 
• • • - l o rlC an SO t, W 11 e JC \I tut deta,h of the hrc-shaped tai l are e. t cl . h 

1 
·s ·ind 

. • , .. • . ' ' xecu e w,t g reat c earnes. • 
delicacv. l he 1ndc,cent hues of t11e n· ·cl f p c1· 

1 
tt 1

1
inn· 

· . 11 o ,\rn 1sc arc a so we · aged. The work 1s well worthy of th h ma1 
. . . e patronage of those w o • de,1re excellent life-size figures of a · f . k ble 

. . . • series o exceptionally remar n form, of bird-life, with the accompan · n t f . J A .\ 
, " en o appropriate text.- . · · · 

· St-e this Bull<'tin Vol v 
6 • · , p. 23 and Vol. \ 'l, p. 1u. 
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\hxor\ "Lv,n ·"" G \\I& l111u>!-. 01· :-;h\\ E:-.1,1.A,n." A ,trkt ure, 

in the July llu!letin (\'ol. VI, p. 11s), on mv "ork cmninccs me the more 
irrnl.rthat ornithologicall) I tllll a h.:n·tic. • B.:ing a ,inccre heretic, nnd 
being thu, impugned, 1 \\ i•h to a, ow my cn:cd, nnd to vindicate my 
mtthod,. .\ 10 the particula1 point a •• aik<I, I huhmit thnt the pre~enla­
lion of t1idc11ce, prohahilitie~. and judgment. i, not a statement of in­
ference n, fact, nml, morc<>H'r, that no statement ou~ht u t terly to be 
condemned before the c, idCJlCC ha, been either demanded or examined . 
. 1 mo<I willin::IJ confc~~ that, after {he ycnr~' more experience and 
Judzment, there is much in Ill) .. Bird~ ot '-iew England" that I would 
·~lad!} alter: but ITI) theories of work 1 have no ,·ea,on lo change. T o 
t_he serrnnt of ~dence the gun i, often indi,pcn,able, not only for satis­
lJing the judgment of others, hut for confirming one'b own observation; 
but. on the· other hand, I believe that ortlinar ilv it far 100 often takes th e 
place of the naluml i,t', focultie, and ,cnsC-:,., and that too ofte n th e 
animal lo,·e of ,port or killing, and the huma n lo,·e of material acquisition, 
are une<m,ciou<ly his motives. 1t is a,tonishing how many person s a re 
dependent for their sight quite a" much upon thei r fingers ab their eyes, 
and to how mnny obtu

6
c and illogical mint1" ( I make no per sonal reference 

whatsoever) circum,tantial c\' itlcnce ib of no value.* l n this common 
demand for tan~ibility . there seem~ to me a want of perceptio n and 
'entiment. of idcalil.) ·and liberali ty. Thi" may sound sentimental a nd 
'<ntrntiou,,; but I know no t h ow better to ex p res,; n strong feel ing upon 
"hich much of my practical work has heen based. If the notes a nd eggs 
that l can produce, though u naccompanied by a dried skin, are not w ha t 

1 claim them to he. l defy a ny o ne on earth to tell me what t hey a re. A s 
for wilful di,hone,ty, th ~ gun sure ly is no protection agains.t that. 

A, argument, from analogy are ubua lly mi,kading, I prefer suggestio ns 
by comparison. W hal i~ evidence? If A testifies to secin~ B at a 
Certain time and place, b h i» ev idence to be questioned simply b ecau~c 
he cannot no" produce B i n cour t? I s h i!. evidence of no val ue . tha t a 
certain builder built a certa in h o u se, because he cannot now produce the 
hod)' of that arch itect fo r identification? If A can reproduce exactly B's 
peculiar voice a nd intonation, can it reasonably be questioned w he the r 
he ha, e,·er known h im? lb not th e que~tion p roperly: is this w itness 
of accurate observation , com petent judgment, t ruthft'. l ,n~mo? and honest 
purpo,c? or, on the other h and, if he is a perj u rer, 1s his evidence to be 

trusted, no matter what its natur e? 

• "l hold h 
1 

· 
1 

d d · f 
O

n certain known facts may be a positive and 
. t at og,ca c uct1on r 1 . . , . . 

deci,ilc kind of knowledge. a nd that the mental processes concerned are strictly sc1-
tntific" l .. , t 

1
. 

1 
' ,

0 
a frame of mind that prefers to take 'ten to one· 

. . . . . ,ee 111 e respect ,, r · . r · · · .. ( chanc r bl d . . . 
11 

as against logical results o rauocmallon. Dr. 
es o un enng cmp,nca y • , Coues. pp. 

79 
... ao in Stearns's .. :-,.ew England 13ird Life," f:'rt I.) fhese remarks seem 

f · l ' . · 
1 

t to the fechogs expressed above. I may 
air Y correspondent in spirit, 1f not 111 ct er, . here add that the value of Mr. Stcarns's new work renders that of his predecessors of 

much less accotint.-//. /). ,it. 
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lt is my earnes t hope and desire that my declaration may not pro,ole 
furthe r controversy or corrcs pondence.-IIEXRY D. J\TJNOT. 

[Mr. ;\1inot has ex;-iressed his pecaliar view, with such nail'ete. that hi, 
lette r may, in a general way, be tai..en as its own an,wer. It would be 
gratuitous at this late da.) to essay any elaborate defcncl! of the e,~1bli,hed 
systems of work which he reject,, but there arc certain important ,Ute· 
men ts res ting on his authority, which it is filling to recon,ider in the 
light of their author's avowed methods and principles. ~Inn)· of our 
readers will remember the very complimentary notice of the "Land and 
Game Birds of New England" which appeared in a former ,·olume ofthi, 
Bulletin: the high authority from which it emanated undoubtedly ~,are it 
much weight and possibly silenced the otlwr critics; at lcn,t, the book 
has never been reviewed on its merits, and things which ,hould hare been 
severely censured, have passed nearly unchallenged up to the prt'-ent 
time. The precedent is too dangerous to be allowed to stand. 

A few prominent examples will suOice to point the moral of what I 
ha ,·e to say. 

In the "Land and Game Birds" Mr. ~finot ,peaks of findinr: near 
Boston s uch nests as the Northern \Vater Thrush's, the Cape ~lay War· 
bier·,, the Blacktrnrnian \Varbler's, the Short-cared Owl', and the Pi\:eon 
flawk's. Now it might be reasonably supposed that the importance 01 

any one of th ese discoveries would have called for the ver_v ,tricte,t iden· 
tification. Yet the text furnishes no as~urance of this. On the conu·:iry, 
the author doe, not e,·en tell u s that the birds were sct"n and in no in,tance 
is any evidence whatever, direct or circumstantial. adrnnced in ,upportof 
their assumed ide ntity. The descriptions of the nest- and egg,, too. are so 
brief and general that they g ive little satisfaction. It may well be doubt,'!i 
if any of our older ornithologists would care to ri,k his reputation on ,urh_ 
unsupported but entirely pos itive s tatements. Of course the .,i11ffril)' ot 
;\Ir. :'Iii not", convictions is not called in question; but the ,chool bo.1 whole 

~ollcctio'.1 cmbr~ce~ all~ged eggs of every species of Sparrow that breed, 
tr~n~ l\Ia,n~ to I• londa is equally sincere, though the parentage of mo,t 
0 ! h" ,pccimen, may generally be safely referred to a few of the comi~on 
l.:111d,. '_!'he parallel m~y seem a hars h one, but the basis ofidentificauon 
1~ es-entrally the same in the two cases: viz., z"ndh•irbtal ojJi11io11. 

'sow we fancy that there a· · . · h-' 
• • • • '

1 c many per~ons beside, )Ir. ;\!,not " v~ 
feeling-, often rc,·olt at the thou"'ht o f k"II" a 1 1 

. . d . fidin"lit· 
tit- bird. But if the im :' i in.,, a rnrm css an con " 

. portance of the case renders this neces,arr no one 
o ug-ht to hc,1tate. A bird's 1·r. h • ·n· 

. ' 1 c s o uld count as nothing a"ain,t the reri n1uon of a rare nc,t o r the t bl· . " 
cs a 1shment of a new fact. A ,ombre-plum· 

a .~cd Sparro" cannot alway,- be rcco •niz d . . . . . 
1 11 

h th~ 
undcr«ro\\ th. or the fi 1, . g e as IL skulh t iro g . 

-~ en1a cs of man of \" d ,nth n•rt·tinl\· while ,itii·n 1 1 . b . ' Y our 'varblers separate 
· · · g 1a f- uned · 1 • the 

foli-t~c. The colll!ctoi· . 111 t ,e,r nes ts or llitting among • -~ n,a~, ;,a tisfy J · If · f n 
i, allowed to ,upph ,ome - f 1 

11 m se , especially if his ima!(ina _10 . 
• 

0 t 1c blanks b t I . t1,11 othl•r, "ho know b,· C\.J)er· • u 1e must not expect to ,a . 
. · ie ncc the difficult", f h ,,tin quc,tion i, ,·ommon and well kn _ ie~ o such cases. Ift c n• 

O \\ n , cspec1ally if the cgi;:-s nrc in them· 
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!t:1c,dia~no&tic of the ~pecie . it is w.:11 enouqh to be content" ith :t good 
,izhtat the bird, and :t ,·::m:ful record of the po,ition :incl 1,urrounding,;. 
Eren ifanocca,ional mi,t:ike be m:idc in this waJ there i, little h:irm done. 
Bath: who we)\1\d chr,mide th : m·curn:nce of :i rnre ne~t in :i region wlwrc 
the bird i, not knm,n to breed, mu,t hCC to it that his ch:iin of evidence is 
ab,olutel) complete. ,\nd no ,uch c,•idencc can be complete without the 
rapture and proper idcntific:ition of al \ca,t one of the parent bird,. Cir­
cum,tance,. it i, true. will ,omctime, render bUCh :in identific:ition impos­
,ible, de,pitc the utmo,t effort- on the part of the collector. A bird may be 
,hot at ~nd mis,cd, or lm,t among the vegetation after it has fallen. In 
ca-e, of thi, kind the ob,er"er's impressions a1·e always entitled to atten· 
lion. provided the fact, on which they are ba,;ed are frankly and fully g iven. 
The.record then ,tnnds open to the ~crutiny of all and can be judged on its 
merit,. while its acceptance or rejection will depend largely on the repu­
tation which the writer hear, for accuracy and experience in such matter,. 
The author who di,reganls thc,e cardinal principles must of necessity defy 
'.he opinion, of tho,c who accept them, and he should e,pccl his work to be 

JUd~ed accordingly. 
But the most conspicuous acl of daring remains to be mentioned. On 

pa~e 290 of the " Land and Game Uirds" the autho•· describes a species 
ot: E111pid~111'-1 n~w genu~ even w.\S suggested, "to be called ]1/uscac­
cipiter," basing his diagnosi" on a bird which /1r saw .flying about ill tl,r 

<kr11bbrrJ of his Ji1f krr'.< place 11ra r Boston. 
Thi, la,t example needs no comment. \Ve trust it is one of the things 

that ~Ir. :-.linot would now "gladly alter": but it stands prominent 
among the fruit, of that "system of work" which he sees "no reason to 
change" and is perhaps no more than an extreme example of the opera­
~la,, method of identification. If such work is to be recognized-and 
tol:ration i, in some sense recognition - the gun may indeed be dis­
pen,ed with and rare nests and new birds described ad libilltlll without 
the shedding of more blood. But if ornithology is lo continue to hold a 
place among th~ ,cicnce, the leaderh must see to it that such dangerous 
her~,J is promptly discountenanced. The quotation from Dr. Coues in 
the foot-note to )[r. )1inof., communication ha<; absolutely no bearing, 
~ither direct or indirect, on the points h ere at issue. It originally appear, 

1~ connection with some general re111arks affecting the philosophic compo­
Htionof faun,c and the methods followed in the preparation of certain lists 
of :-iew England birds. Dr. Coues's pub\il;hcd sentiments regarding th.:: 
proper identification of important specimens arc too well known to need 
repetition, bltt any one who wishes to satisfy himself on this point will 
find some pertinent remarks on page 101 of '' Field Ornithology" and on 

page 33 of "~cw England Bird Life." 
In conclu~ion [ be" to as,-ure Mr. ;v[inot that the abOVL' remarks are 

prompted by no ill-7eelin"' and-excepting in ~o fa1· as an author is to 
be held responsible for hi: printed utterances-arc intended to have no 
p~r,onal application. Nor would I he under~tood as wholly condemning 
the ·• Land and Game Birds of )<cw England" On the contrary, lcaYin~ 
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out the faulty portions, which in nearly al l cases rel:lte to ab,tract point, 
similar to those just cited, the pages bear the impress of accurate ob-erra· 
tion and original thought, while no one who loves the out-door ~ide oi 
Nature can fail to &ympathize with the author's sentiment or to be im· 
pressed by the truth and beauty of many of h is passages. It is a pit)' that 
one who writes so delightfully will mar his work by a persistent adhc,ion 
to fal se principlcs.-"\VILLJAM BREWSTER. ] 

(i3cncra( 4Jotrs. 

T tm Go1.nEX-CRF.STED \VRE'" DREEDD,G IN T II F. Co1.0R.IDO V1r.f.E\.­

July 1, at an elevation of n ,500 feet, I shot an adult Golden-cre,t<J 
\Vren (Regulus satraj>a). Its presence made its ne,ting here almo,t a 
certainty, but all doubt, were set at res t by the capture of a youn!( hirJ 
just from the nest, in another part of the cou n ty. at t 1,000 feet on July i;. 
Several others were heard and seen. J judge it i, not uncommon. but 
from the fact of its ordinary call-notes being so decepti,·ely similar to th( 
Creeper's notes, it is easily passed by. So far as I know it seem, to ran!!t 
a little above the bulk of the Rubv-crowns. - FRA'"K )1. DREII , //v,.· 
ard.<1•illr. Sa11 ':fuaJ1 Co1111ty, Co/. • 

TOTES ON Tl!F. \VJNTER \VREN (Anorlhura troglodytes hyr111ali•):­
l\ry chance acquaintance with a chapter in the life-hi,tory of thi, ,perie•, 
during a recent \'isit to Grand l\fanan, N.B. , may not be unintere,tini:_1<1 

the readers of the Bulletin. J was informed b\' Mr. s. F. Chene) thnt 11' 

occurrence in that locality, where it i~ called the Spruce Wren, i, not 
common. lle has seen an occasional pai r in pre,•ious years. princip3II)· 
in the winter 8eason, and noted its prolonged sweet ,ong, but he hnd 
never met with their nest, suppo$ing a lways that it was placed on th( 
ground in hollow logs. During the breeding season the dcn,e ,p~re 
~wamps arc its home and in $llch a ~ituation, upon one of the outl)·,n~ 
island~ near Grand ?11anan, I found its snu<rly hidden nest. At th3t 
C "' - · but i_n~e. no owner ap~earecl ~nd I wa~ ignorant of the \'alue of tn_Y pme,. id 
''.hitrn~ the_ locality agarn on June ~. and carefully approaching to n,o 
dt,tl'.rbrng its occupant, if any, to a distance of scarce five feet, I ,a~­
cautiousl~· thrust out from the mafis of g reen moss, a brown little ~en · 
followed 111 a moment by the unmistakable form of the Winter \\ ren­
~t. ~_ispl~yed ~Carce any fear, alighting only th ree or four feet from 01\ 

Jet krng its tail forward over its back and scolding vehemently, ,ome"~3 

in the manner of our common H ouse \Vren. After watching it tor 
several minutes, in my anxiety to procure it. I proceeded to bncl 




