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the primitive purity of its \Vestern fellow .... However, they are quite 
abundant and ext remely tame. and being well protected during the greater 
part of the year by a special law, they are allowed to breed in security, 
and their ranks are but slightly thinned during the' off months.'" 

156. Another Captive Woodcock. By II. R. Ibid. , XV, p. 426. -A 
specimen "picked up in the street" in Montreal a live. 

157- Canvas Backs in R/,ode Island. By Fred'k Skinner. Ibid., XV, 
p. 417. -Two killed at Point Judith early in November. 

158. Tlie Wavy of TVinnipeg the Snow Goo.,e. By l-1. Ibid., XV, 
p.465.-Ross's Goose not known to occur in the Province of Winnipeg. 

159. Domestication of the Ostrich. By E. B . Biggar. Ibid., XV, pp. 
So5, 5o6, xvi, pp. 6, 7. An original account of Ostrich-rearing in South 

Africa. 
16o. Report of the C,j)1111nissio11crs of Fisheries and Game, of the State 

of Maine, for 188o. Augusta, 1880, 8vo. pp. 1-54. [E. M. Stillwell and 
Everett Smith, Commissioners. ]-Contain s ten pages (pp . 33-43) devoted 
to the game birds of the State, including s ix pages relating to the introduc­

tion of the European Cl..!,1ail. 

~mcrnl JJotes. 

ABUNDANCE OF THE llERM!T THRUSH IN WINTER NEAR WASHINGTON, 

D. C. -During the winter of 1879-80, the ll e rmit Thrush was commonly 
distributed throughout the woods of the Di s trict of Columbia as well as 
those of Alexandria County, Virg inia. As the occurrence of this species 
in winter is not recorded in the li sts of Di strict birds, I, at that time, 
considered its appearan ce as exceptional and due to the unusual mildness 

of the season. 
The present winter, however, has been one of remarkable severity in 

this part of the country. the rivers having frozen in November, while the 
ground has been covered with snow. from nine to twelve inches deep, since 
December 20. On the 1st of January, while hunting for birds among the 
wooded hills which border the Virginia shore of the Potomac, l again 
met with this species. These hill s are very wild and steep, densely cov­
erred with a growth of young tree s, and intersected by r-rnmerous deep 
rayines, through which stream s of water work their way to the river. In 
theie secludetl places numbers of birds had sought shelter from the cold, 
which, during the night, had been inte n se, the thermometer registe1:ing 
a temperature of fourteen degrees below zero. The first Thrush. noticed 
was shot about ten o'clock in a clump of saplings a few yards from the 
riYer's bank. In the course of the day seven other individuals were ob­
served. They frequ ented the most sheltered and tangled portions of the 
ravines, principally near the summits of the hills. They were silent and 
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solitary, and so tame that they frequently permitted an approach to within 
five or six yards before leaving their perch. 

My brother obtained another specimen in the same locality on the 4th 
and reported them more numerous than on the 1st. I observed three more 
individuals in the woods bordering on Rock Creek on the 9th, a few hours 
after a snow storm.-GEORGE SHOEMAKER, Georgetown, D. C. 

THE l-hJDSONI-AN TITMOUSE IN ' MASSACHUSETTS. -December 31, 1880, 
I shot a Hudsonian Titmouse (Parus hudsonicus) in my garden at Cam­
bridge. It was very tame and, · in company with one Black-capped Tit­
mouse, was hopping about on a low pear-tree when secured. The ther­
mometer had been in the neighborhood of zero for several days and the 
Black-capped ,Titmice unusually numerous. This is, I believe, the third 
appearance of the Hudsonian Titmouse in Mas~chusetts. - HENRY M. 
SPELMAN, Cambridge. Mass. 

ON THE RANGE' •OF Loj>hojhanes atrocristatus IN TEXAS.-In looking 
over Mr. Sennett's "Notes on the Ornithology of the Lower Rio Grande" 
I was surprised to find that this species ranged westward up the Rio 
Grande only to Fort Clark, about three degrees west of Fort Brown. It 
also recalled ,to my tmind that, so far as my own observations have ex­
tended, the long·itudinal range of the Black-crested Tit becomes still more 
contnicted a~. I traced it north, the bird being seen only in a narrow strip 
of cross timber in Young Co., Texas in about lat. 33° N. From Fort 
Griffin. which is forty miles west of Graham, in Young County, I trav­
eled westward one hundred miles and did not see a s ingle specimen. To 
the east of -Graham there was a decided strip of neutral lanµ ori which I 
did not observe either L. ·atrocristatus or L. bicolor. I estimate approx­
imately the width of this space at thirty miles. This trip was made in 
October, 18i8, The eastern boundary of the range of this speci"es runs 
from Graham southwest to Austin, Texas. This bird was not seen on the 
head· of the Red River by Lieut. McCauley, but it ranges nearly if not 
quite to Red River in long. IOo0 W. -G. H. RAGSDALE, Gainesville, 
Te.sas. 

THE CONNECTICUT w ARBLER ( Ojorornis agilz's) - A CORRECTION.­
In a small collection of birds kindly sent to me for examination, by Mr. 
George \Voolsey. is the specimen recorded as Oj>orornis agilis in Vol. V. 
p. 117. of this Bulletin. The specimen proves to be a female Geothlyj>i.< 
j>hiladelj>hia. The bird was taken May 12, 1880, and the correction of 
the error becomes the more important from this fact, since it leaves Oj>o­
ror11is agilis without a spring record for southern New England. - J. A. 
ALLEN, Cambridge, llfass. 

STRANGE NESTING ' HABITS OF ,A PAIR OF CHATs.-I think the follow­
ing extracts from a letter lately received from Mr. C. W. Beckham of 
·washington, D. C., may be of interest to the readers of the Bulletin. The 
locality-is, near Ilchester, , }::Iowa.rd Co., Maryland. 
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· '' About the first ,week in Mny, 1876. a pair of Chats [Icte,•ia virens] 
began building in a Wren box attached to one of the piJJars of the south 
piazza which partly fronts towards a small ravine. They seemed to be 
l'ery little di~turbed by the occasional presence of members of the family, 
but appeared to be considerably annoyed by the beJligerent attentions of 
a'Pair of Wrens ( Troglodytes aoil:lon) who had taken up their quarters in 
another box on an adjacent pillar, and who we ,·e inclined to be very quar­

relsome with their strange ne ighbors. 
"They- the Chats - had been at work nearly a week, when a violent 

wind-storm blew the box down and thus rudely upset their domestic plans. 
The box was replaced in hopes that they would try it again, but their per­
severance was not equal to the occasion, and they never returned. In view 
of the generaJJy shy and secretive nature of the Chat, this incident of 
abnormal nidification seems rat~e r curious. "-CHARLES F. BATCHELDER, 

Cambridge, Mass. 

SONG OF THE WluTJt-B'BLLIED SWALLOW ( Iridoprocnl' bicolor) .-I 
have seen no account of the song of this sp ecies, nor, indeed, was I aware 
of its musical powe rs until the past summer. May 24, at an elevation of 
8ooo leet, I found a little colony just beginning house-keeping in a cotton­
wood grove on an island in the San Antonio River. Colorado. When at 
rest they utte red a peeuliar chirrupy warble. bearing resemblance to a 
Sparrow's song in som e respects, and striking ly like a Robin's in some of 

the half whistles. 
The species breeds as hig h. as 10,ooo feet, and, I believe, a lways in trees, 

- F. M, DREW, I-Iowards71ille, Colorado. 

THE WHITE'BELLIED SWALLOW ( Tachyci11eta bicolor) 0~ THE NEW 
JERSEY CoAST IN NOVEMBER-_ Mr. Gerard R. Hardenbergh of New 
Brunswick, New Je r~ey, tells m e of the great abundance of the ·white-
b II. d S B I N " Jersey on November 16, 1880. 
e 1e wallow at Squam eac 1, e,, : 

The SwaJlows had been abundant for the prev10us two days, though the 
t ,... I t· e of year. Thev were feeding 
emperature was unusuaJly low ,or t 1e 1m ., 

on th b b (M · ·fi ) in such numbe rs that Mr. Hardenbergh 
e ay erry yrzca cer~ era . . d r brou ht to me 

secured fifteen birds at a s ,n o-le shot. The b,r s we e g , 
d 

O • • ture plumao-e. - vV. E. D. ScoTT, 
an at least three quarters are 111 1mma "' 

P1·i11ceton, New 'Jersey, 

' FOR SouTH CAROLINA- - In the 
A NEW BIRD (Ptectropha 11es pictus, 

town of Cl S C while walking, on December 1, 18So, through a 
1ester, · ,, t' was arrested b}' the 

t bbl . h h t g r·1ss my atten ,on 
8 u e fie ld overgrown wit ~ or ' ' JI b. ·d ti· t . · . · notes of a sma 11 , some 11r y 
undulating flig ht and peculiar chll p,ng Wh n within about twenty 
or ~ t ,... · h · fl .· ng towards me. e or y ,eet rn t e a,r, ) 1 1 d ·t d to the ground· and 
va ·d f I h . I tood it sudden Y a, e ' , . • so the p ace w e1 e s ' 1 8 stopping occasionaJJy 
wl · bl off through t 1e gras , 

. ien approached, ran llll11 Y when too closely pressed took wing, 
to watch my movements, and , finaJly, _ ·d After beincr flushed . for a tew vat s . o 
contmuing its flig ht, only, however, h • ·tallowed me to advance 

I w·ng Jess s y, 1 ' 
se,,eral times, and apparent Y gro 1 
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within five or six feet. As I was without a gun, my only resort was a 
stone; and, much to my surprise, the bird stood, with parted bill and droop­
ing wings, inquisitively watching my movements, while I deliberately 
threw the stone and knocked it over. This accidental acquisition thus 
added a new bird - the Painted Lark Bunting - to the fauna of the Car­
olinas. - LEVERETT M. LooMIS, Chester, S. C. 

THE IPSWICH SPARROW (Passerculus pri11ceps) AT SQ..UAM BEACH, 
NEW JERSEY. - Mr. Gerard R. Hardenbergh secured on Nov. 16, 1880. a 
f<>male of this species which he sent to me with other birds. - W. E. D. 
SCOTT. Princeton, New ':Jersey. 

NOTE ON THE FIELD SPARROW (Spizella pusilla). -On the morning 
of the 8th of May, 1880. while gathering wild flowers on the banks of 
a running brook in a meadow I found a nest of the Field Sparrow(Spizel/a 
pusilla) containing four eggs. I had almost trodden upon the nest and 
my first impression of its location was the fluttering at my feet of the 
female bird as she left her charge at my too near approach. On the morn­
ing of the 12th the nest contained six eggs and as one of them was much 
warmer than the others I presumed it had just been laid. I visited the 
nest frequently and on the morning of the 19th five birds were hatched 
and the sixth egg chipped. Supposing the bird to have commenced setting 
immediately after laying the last egg the period of incubation could not 
have exceeded seven <la.vs - one hundred and sixty-eight hours. Con­
tinuing my visits at irregular intervals I noticed the rapidity of growth in 
the nestlings. The nest was not large enough to contain them all; on the 
24th one of the little birds was sitting just outside but close to the nest, 
and on the afternoon of the 25th I found the nest empty. Reclining on 
the grass awhile I soon heard a faint chirp somewhat resembling the noise 
of young crickets. and in a few seconds several of them, and as the parents 
appeared with food for the little ones a hurried fluttering from various 
places within the space of a square rod revealed the presence of the family. 
The next day the young birds could fly two or three rods at a time and 
procure a portion of their food. Sixteen days from the commencement 
of incubation the young seemed to be able to take care of themselves. 
The adult birds appeared to become familiar in some degree with my visits 
and exhibited less uneasiness towards the close than at the beginning. and 
the male occasionally sung his richly musical strain. which resembles a 
combination of some of the notes of the Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) 
and the Grass Finch (Paxetes gramineus). 

The mean temperature of the air during incubation week-from iray 
12 to 19 - was 57.61°; the extremes. 46° on the 14th and 88° on the 17th; 
rainfall, 0.21 inches on the 13th. The mean temperature from the 19th to 
the 25th was 6S. 14°; the extremes, 52° on the 19th and 88° on the 25th ; 
rainfall, 0.23 inches on the 23d.-ELISHA SLADE, Somerset, Jlfass. 

BELL'S FINCH (Poosj>iza belli ne11adens,:,) in New Mexico. -1 haYe 
found Bell's Finch to be quite common in the vicinity of San Marcial. 
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New Mexico, during fall and wintc,·. , I met with them in small flocks 
on the hill-sides bordering the barren plains, where a few stunted bunches 
of grass, scattered weeds, the tree cactus, and thorny bushes occasionally 
dotted the ground. The birds were very active, running about with tail 
iteadily erected at an angle of +s0 , in an odd, easy, graceful manner 
ll'hich readily attracted attention. When startled they flew to the top of a 
bush. but quickly dropped again to the ground. I thought, as I saw them 
running so swiftly, stopping now and then to pick up food or occasionally 
to scratch the ground, that they were busily engaged in catching a small 
kind of beetle I had noticed, but in dissecting four that I shot December 
i and 3, 1880, I found in their stomachs only small seeds and coarse 
gravel. The measurements of the birds shot are as follows: -

J Length, 6.20; extent, 9.50; wing, 3.00; tail, 2.60; tarsus, .So: bill, .40. 
J Length, 6.50; extent. 9.50; wing, 3.00; tail, 3.00; tarsus, .So; bill. .40. 
J Length. 6.50; extent, 9.75; wing, 3. IO; tail, 3.00; tarsus, .So; bill, .40. 
~ Length, 6.oo; extent, 9.00; wing, 2.75; tail, 2.65; tarsus, .So: ],)ill, .40. 
Iris, dark brown; bill, dusky, the base of the lower mandible pale blue. 

Legs. dark-reddish brown: feet and claws black. - N. S. Goss, 1Veoshq 

Falls, Kansas. 

PECULIAR NIDIFICATION OF TIIE BOBOLINK. - During the haying 
season of 1854, I found in a meadow where 1 was at work a nest of the 
Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivortts) occupying the space between four stalks 
of a growing narrow dock ( Rttmex crispus). This nest was suspended 
from four points 0f its circumference, 90° apart, to the four stalks of the 
plant whi;;h grew from the same root. The bottom of the nest was about 
,ix inches above the ground. It was constructed entirely of vegl':table 
material and consisted of two distinctly separate parts. A hemispherical 
cup, in one piece of coarse but neatly woven cloth. very st1·ong and 
rery light, was fastened to the living. growing supports by strong 
fibres passing around each stalk above and below a joint and firmly woven 
into the rim of the cup with some of the longer st1·ings interlacing the 
sides. Loups passed through the bottom of the cup were attached to 
diagonal supports. The edge or rim of this cup was about half an inch 
thick at the points of bearir,g and about one-fourth of an inch in the 
quadrants. The texture just below the rim was closely woven and strongly 
wrought, varying from one-eighth to one-sixteenth of an inch in thickness, 
growing thinner gradually from tlie edge. and a small space in the lowest 
part was of open work evidently designed to secure good and certain 

drainage. 
In this hanging basket was an e laborate lining of very soft blades of 

grass between which and the cup was an elastic padding. The woven cup 
was about five inches in diameter and five inches deep, the padding about 
half an inch thick, and the lining about the same thickness. The whole 
structure, dock a,nd nest, swayed in every passing breeze but the nest was 
so strongly fastened to the stalks and the plant so securely held by the 
nest that it would have required a hurricane or tornado to have blown it 

away. 
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Twenty-two years afterwards, on the 28th of June, 1876, while mowing in 
the same meadow I found a similar nest of the Bobolink suspended from 
four stalks of the same species of plant growing in very nearly the same 
spot. The two specimens of very unusual and original nidification bore 
a remarkably strong resemblance and only differed to an appreciable ex­
tent in the method of hanging. In the former case-that c,f 1854-the 
stalks grew naturally at the angles of a square; in the latter-that of 
1876-.the stalks naturally grew at the angle of a trapezium and were 
drawn by the ingenious builders to the angles of a square at the points 
of fastening. The stalk which had to be drawn the farthest from its natural 
position was stoutly woven into the side of the cup, the weaving material 
completely covering two joints and the space between them, while in each 
of the others only one joint was covered and attached simply to the rim. 
The bottom of this nest was eight inches above the ground and the leaves 
of the plant overhung the structure forming a very pretty canopy, 

From the fact that these two nests were found in the same field and in 
very nearly if not precisely the same spot and upon the same species of 
plant, it is probable that the avian architects of 1876 were lineal descendants 
of the builders of 1854. In these productions of the skill of Bobolinks 
we have evidences of systematic, consecutive thought; of plans well laid 
and equally well executed. - ELISHA SLADE, Somerset, Mass. 

SOUTHERN RANGE OF THE RAVEN ON THE ATLANTIC COAST OF THE 

UNITED STATES. -In July, r88o, I found the Raven to be an inhabitant of 
Cobb's. Bone, and Mockhorn Islands. off the coast of Eastern Virginia, 
above Cape Charles. Solitary individual" were observed on one or the other 
of these islands almost every day during my stay of two weeks, at one time 
teased by Red-winged Blackbirds, at another by Black-headed Gulls. and 
again by Terns, as the Raven happened to approach their breeding grounds. 
Neither the Common Crow nor the Fish Crow were seen by me on these 
islands, though they were abundant along the shore of the mainland. As 
has been my experience el,ewhere, the inhabitants did not distinguish the 
Raven from its smaller congeners, but bv the islanders it was simply 
known as the "Crow." The species was ;asil_v recognized by its charac­
teristic flight and peculiar notes. both of which are quite distinct from 
those of the Crows.-ROBERT RIDGWAY, Washington, D. C. 

THE WHITE-NECKED RAVEN ( Corvus cryptolettrns) IN NEW MEXICO.­

Last fall "·hile collecting birds in New Mexico I first noticed a pair of 
,vhite-oecked Ra Yens at Galisteo; from there on I saw the birds often, 
but nowhere in numbers until I reached San Marcial (on the Rio Grande. 
the then terminus of the railroad so rapidly being completed by the A. T. 
& S. Fe R. R. Co. to Guaymas . and El Paso) where I was surprised to 
find them abundant and, in company with C. corax, flocking about the 
camping grounds of the graders and other workmen to pick up (as soon 
as the men were away) the scattered grains where the horses were fed, and 
from the offal around the tents. I counted one morning at sunrise over 
a hundred, and with them at least thirty Ravens. 
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These birds, in the dry atmosphere of the steri le plains, take the place 
of the Vultures. the great scavengers of the lower, more moist, and fertile 
portlo~s of our country, and are therefore looked upon as friends, and 
not being hunted or di bturbcd are quite bold and easy of approach and I 
had no difficulty in shooting a ll the specimens I wanted. I noticed, how­

em, before I left, they began to keep well out of g un shot. 
The .following are the measurements of a 'pair of mounted birds in my 

collect10n shot at San Marcial, November 28 and 30, 1880. 
_cl' Length, 21.00; extent, 43.00; wing, 14.25; tail, 8.50; tarsus, 2.35; 

btll, 2.10. ~ Length, 19.75; extent, 41.00; wing, 13.6o; tail, 8.00; tarsus , 2.30; 

bill, 2.20. . 
Iris very dark brown; bill, legs. feet and claws, black. 
_The males are nearly as large as the females of C. corax, but readily 

distinguishable from that species by their more slender build; and in flight 
thei r wings appear less ro unded.-N. S. Goss, Neosho Falls, Kansas. 

REMARKABLE P ERSISTENCY IN NESTING OF THE WESTERN YELLOW­
BELLIED FLYCATCHER. - A pair of these birds (Emj>idonax dijficilis) 
have been in the h abit o f nesting every year in the shed covering my 
tanks, which are in the woods some distance back of my house. The 
birds appeared as usual about the middle of last April and commenced· 
building about the 28th of the month. On the 15th of May the nest con­
tained four eggs and I took it. The birds lost no time bewailing their loss 

but immediately commenced another nest, but on a different beam from 
the first one. By the 28th of the month they had this nest finished and 
four eggs in it. I took this one also . Next day the birds commenced 
agai n, on yet another beam. On the 5th of June this third nest was fin­
ished and on the 10th contained jive eggs, this being the only time that I 
ever found five eggs in a nest of these birds. Both for the sake of such an 
unusual set and to see how long the birds would keep on nesting I took 
this also. Not a bit discouraged, the birds began a fourth nest, and on the 

22nd this nest contained four more eggs. I took these thinking the birds 
would go somewhere else this time. But, no; they started a fifth nest 
which, on the 6th of July, had four eggs in it, making five nests and twenty­
one eggs by the same pair of birds in a little over two months. On taking 
this nest the birds left and I do not know whether they built again or not. 

Probably not, as they generally leave the country about that time. 
Thi s same persistency was shown at the same time by a pair of Black 

Pewees ( Sayornis nigricans) which built twice under the eaves of the 
house, once under a bridge close by, and a fourth time under the eaves of 
the house. This last time they hatched out the brood, as I neglected to 
take the nest until too late to save the eggs .-JosEPH MAILLIARD, Nicasio. 

Marin Co., Cal. 

NOTES oN THE BLACK-BACKED THREE-TOED WooDPECKER AND CAN­
ADA JAY.-On' the 9 th of May last while crossing the high open pine 
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plains bordering the Black River. Cheboygan County, my attention was 
attracted by the peculiar cry of a Woodpecker on a tree near the road, 
which at a glance I saw was a new bird to me; being secured it proved to 
be Picoides arcticus. Five s pecimens were taken at this time, two males 
and three females . Again on the r4~h of August, on the pine plains along 
the Sturgeon River, I shot a female of this species which showed conclu­
Eive evidence of having bred in the Yicinity. Others were seen at this 
time but not secured. 

August ro, r 88o, while encamped on the Sturgeon River, a flock of eight 
or ten Canada Jays were seen early one morning about camp; one adult 
male and one young male of the present season were taken. Although 
I have passed five summers collecting through the northern part of 
the state, this is the first time I have met with Perisoreus canadensis. -
CHAS. W. GUNN, Grand Rapids, Mich . 

CAPTURE OF THE RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER ( Ce11tttrus caroli1111s) i:,; 

EASTERN MASSACHUSETTS. - A female of this species was taken b_v l\lr. 
\Villiam Adair in a chestnut grove in Newton, November 25, I8So. The 
male was seen and wounded but was not secured. -GORDON PLUMMER. 
Boston. Mass. 

NOVEL NESTING-SITES OF WOODPECKERS ( Colaj,tes aura/us AND Afe/· 
anerpes erythrocephalus. )-Having often wondered where the abol'e-named 
birds breed when seen on the open prairies forty or fifty miles from an)' 
timber the whole summer, I promised some farmer boys a suitable reward 
if they would find their nests anvwhere outside of hollo"· trees and ,ras 
most agreeably rewarded in being shown two nests of the Golden-winged 
\Voodpecker and one of the Red-headed in rather queer quarters. One 
nest of the former was in an old wao-on hub. about two feet from the ground. 
and hidden by a rank growth of w:eds. Tlie other was in a hollow form ed 
by two large willow-sticks that formed part of a hay roof o,·er a c~ttle-shed. 
The n est of the Red-head was in the aIJgle formed by the shares of an 

upturned plo,Y. In no instance was there any attempt at nest-buildin~­
the ne,Yly-hatched young ones resting on some dirt and rubbish. -G, :;. 
AGERSBORG, Vermillion , Dakota. 

AN UXACCOUNTABLE MIGRATION OF THE RED-HEADED WooDPECKER,­
Ordinarily this species (Melanerj>es erythrocefhalus) is decided!:· the 
most numerous of the vVoodpeckers in Southeastern Illinois, while dunng 
the win ter season it is often so excessively common ir, the sheltere_d 
bottom-lands as to outnumber all other species together. and. in fact." 
voted a decided nuisance by the hunter. sportsman, or collector. on account 
of its well known habit of followino- an v one carryino- a o-un, and annoying 
1· b. 0 " "'" dh " 11m Y its continued chatter; at intervals sweeping before him an t '.'' 
diverting attention. Being at this season always semi-gregarious. while 
thet are of all Woodpeckers the most restless and sportive. the annoyance 
which they thus cause is really no trifling matte r. 
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In the early part of October, L879, I paid my usual yearly visit to my old 
home, and scarcely had arrived al the house ere my father informed me, 
as a bit of news which he was well aware would both interest and surprise 
me, that the Red-headed Woodpeckers had all migrated; that for a number 
of nights preceding he had heard 'overhead their well-known notes as 
they winged their way lo some more or less distant region; in short, that 
the woods which had been their home ·' knew them now no more." The 
following day I began collecting, and though some eight miles of wood­
land were traversed only three specimens of this species were observed, 
these being young individuals and in all probability of one brood, since 
they were sporting together among some large black-gum trees. My stay 
was prolonged to the encl of the month, and though I was in the woods 
almost every day, my excursions radiating in every direction from the 
town. these three lingering individuals seen the first clay were all that were 
met with, even the same clump of gum·s having become entirely deserted. 

This wholesale migration of a single species, when all other members 
of the family remained in their normal abundance, is to me wholly inex­
plicable. It has never occurred before, to my· knowledge, in that particu­
lar region; and my father, who has lived there upwards of forty years (he 
can remember when the Parakeets flew in large flocks, and were a nuisance 
to the farmer) cannot call to mind another instance. ·whether or not they 
have since returned, 1 do not know, but in all probability their absence 

was but temporary . 
In connection with this matter, a list of the \.Vooclpeckers found in the 

vicinity of Mount Carmel, arranged according to their re,lative abun-

dance, may not be out of place. 
r. Melanerpes erythrocephalus. "RED-HEAD"; '·BLACK WooD-

PECKER". Usually most numerous in winter, when however, less gener­

ally distributed, being mainly confined to the sheltered bottoms .. 
2. Centurus carolinus. •·CHECKERED WooDPECKER"; "\.VooD-

CHUCK"; "CHUCK. " 
3. Colaptes auratus. "FLICKER"; ., YELLOW llAMMER." [In the 

fall of 1879, I shot upwards of thirty specimens of this species in order to 
find, if possible, an individual inclining to the '.'!tybridtts" style, but suc­
ceeded in securing only one which departed in the least from typical 
aurahts,* this one having merely a very slight reel suffusion at the ends of 
the black cheek-patches. In addition to these thirty-odd specimens, I have 
handled probably a hundred and fifty more shot io the same localities 

* Two adult males obtained the same day (Oct. 20, are remarkable for very small 
size and certain peculiarities of coloration, which, ho,vever, do not tend in the least 
towards me.r:i.canus. These two specimens compared with two from Florida in my 

collection measure as follows : - \Ying. Tail. Tarsus. Bill. 

d' ad. Gilson Co. Ind. Oct. 20, 1879. 5.80 4.35 1.20 I.IO 

6.20 4.50 I.25 I.IO 

d' .. 
d' .. Miami, Florida, Feb. 17. 1871. 5.55 4.45 r.32 I.IO 

'i' .. 5.80 4.70 1.30 I.OS 
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(mostly by myself), and have never seen another aberrant specimen. 
Therefore, I estimate that of every two hundred specimens occurring in 
that part of the country, about one hundred and ninety-nine would be true 
attratus.] 

4· Ficus pubescens. " LITTLE SAPSUCKER" ; " LITTLE GuIXEA 
WOODPECKER," 

.5· Ficus villosus. "BIG SAPSUCKER"; "BIG GUINEA WOODPECKER." 
6. Hylotomus pileatus. "WOODCOCK"; "BLACK WOODCOCK"; "LOG· 

cocK." In some localities ranks as fourth or fifth in abundance. 
7. Sphyropicus varius. "SAPSUCKER." Rarely distinguished by 

the people, but sometimes, from its note, called "Squealing Sapsucker." 
This species is unknown in summer, and is the only one of the family 
that is regularly migratory.- ROBERT RIDGWAY, Washington, D. C. 

BREEDING OF THE WILD PIGEON IN CONFINEMENT,- Seeing Mr. 
Deane's note in the last number of the Bulletin, I forward my expe­
rience, thinking it may prove of interest. During the spring of 1877, 
the Society purchased three pairs of trapped birds, which were placed 
in one of the outer aviaries. Early in March, 1878, I noticed that the_v 
were mating, and procuring some twigs, I wove th1·ee rough platforms and 
fastened them up in convenient places; at the same time throwing a 
further supply of building material on the floor. Within twenty-four 
hours two of the platforms were selected; the male carrying the material 
whilst the female busied herself in placing it. A single egg was soon laid 
in each nest and incubation commenced. On March 16 there was quite a 
heavy fall of snow. and on the next morning I was unable to see the birds 
on their nests on account of the accumulation of the snow piled on the 
platforms around them. \Vithin a couple of days it had all disappeared and 
for the next four or five nights a self-registering thermometer, hanging in_ 
the aviary, marked from 14° to 19°. In spite of these drawbacks both ol 
the eggs were hatched and the young ones reared. They have since con­
tinued breeding regularly and now I have twenty birds; having lost one 
old male and several eggs, from falling throu~h thei r illy-contrived 
nests.- FRANK J. THOMPSON, Zoological Garden, Cincinnati. O. 

LARGE EAGLES.-An immense adult Bald Eagle ( Haliaiittts lucocepka­
l11s) was lately sent from North Carolina to Mr. Newton Dexter of this 
city, the spread of whose wings measured 8 feet. It is well known that 
the young Bald Eagle is larger than the adult, and Mr. Dexter and myself 
were discussing that point only a few days previous! v while examining a 
large Golden Eagle which had been sent in to me to 'mount. 

I bought in November last a young female Bald Eagle, shot in New 
Shoreham. which measured .7 feet 3 inches, the greatest spread of wing of 
any I ever had. Mr. Dexter has killed dozens of Eagles and says this is 
the largest he ever saw.-FREDERIC T. JENCKS, p,-07,idence, R. I. 

EAGLES ATTEMPTING THE RESCUE OF A WOUNDE<D COMPAN!ON,-Ha1•­
ing noticed a number of times mention of the fact that Gulls and other 
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large birds have been known to come to the rescue of a wounded compan­
ion, and believing that this same trait has never been noticed in the Eagle, 
I note the following account as witnessed by Paul Scheuring (Nov. 6, r88o). 
While hunting on the marshes of Green Bay, he discovered four large 
Eagles (Elaliailtus leucocej>halus) circling around not far distant; he im­
mediately paddled towards them· and succeeded in wounding one to such 
an extent that it could not fly, but lay fluttering on the water: Before he 
could reach it the other three Eagles had flown to the assistance of the 
fallen bird. Catching hold of its wings the noble birds did th~ir best to 
carry it off, but not being able to raise it they only managed to drag it 
a considerable distance, which showed their friendly i·ntentions just as well 
as if they had succeeded in flying off with it. 

After seeing that they could not render their wounded comparilon any 
assistance, they flew away with a wild scream, leaving the poor bird 
to the mercy of Mr. Scheuring, who quickly dispatched it by holding it 
under the water until it was quite dead. - SAML, W. WILLARD, West De 
Pe,·e, Wisc. 

RICHARDSON'S OwL IN RHODE IsLAND.-A specimen of Richardson's 
Owl (Nyctale tengmalmi richardsoni) was obtained this winter near this 
city. Its capture was ascertained by Mr. Newton Dexter, who saw the 
bird in the possession of a young lady whose brother shot it.- FREDERIC 
T. JENCKS, Providence, R. I. 

THE AvOCET (Recurvirostra americana) IN MASSACHUSETTS. -A 
bird of this interesting species was shot October 19, 1880, near Lake Co­
chituate in the town of Natick, Middlesex County, by a local gunner. Mr. 
Paul S. Roberts. in whose possession I first saw it, secured and mounted 
the specimen. The plumage is immature, being that of "R. occidentalis," 
of authors (figured in Vigor's Zoo!. Voy. of Blossom, pl. xii; Gray's 
Gen. of Birds, III. pl. civ; Cassin's Ill., pl. xi). My record is the third 
authentic one for New England, and the fii·st for Massachusetts.* 

We .are indebted to Mr. E. J. Smith of Natick for knowledge of this cap­
ture, he writing the fact to Mr. C. J. Maynard, who kindly gave me the 
information. - H. A. PURDIE , Newton, Mass. 

THE WH1STLING SWAN IN MASSACHUSETTS.-On the morning of the 
16th of October, 18So: about 8 A.M., I observed a flock of Swans (Cygnus 
americanus, Sharp. ) on their autumnal migration. The flock contained 
five individuals and probably belonged to one family. They were flying 
in a nearly due south course, in the typical triangle of 60°, at an elevation 
of about one th ire! of a mile and with a velocity of about fifty miles per 
hour. They did not pass directly overhead but a little to the west of my 
place of observation. and for a few seconds their position was such that the 
downward motion of the left wing of each bird cast a shadow upon the 

* See Merriam, Trans. Conn. Acad., Vol. IV, 1877, p. 103; Brown, Bull. N. 0. C., IV, 
I879, p. 108; Boardman, Ibid., V, 1880, P· 241. 
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lower part of the body. The alternate shade and light thus produced upon 
the pure white of the breast and abdomen seen against the October blue 
of the sky presented a remarkably interesting view of a living panorama. 
Occasionally the clear, shrill whistle of the leader was sounded, and in the 
quiet air of the morning was heard at a distance of more than a n:ile. 

- ELISHA SLADE, Somerset, Mass. 

THE HARLEQ.,UIN DUCK AND THE GLOSSY A::-i'D Woon IBISES IN SOUTH· 
ERN ILLINOIS-- In looking over the additions I made last year to my col­
lection of birds, I find there are three that may be of interest to the readers 
of the Bulletin. The first I will mention is the Harlequin Duck (His­
trionicus torquatus), a specimen of which was shot by Mr. Sybold, in a 
small lake in Illinois (Marion County), seven miles from St. Louis. The 
bird was in company with a flock of the Lesser Scaup Duck (Fuligula 
ajfinz's). 

The second species is the Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus), a fine male 
of which was shot by Mr. Sybold, February 27, 1880, at the small lake 
already mentioned. It was shot from a flock of three, flying northward, 
two of which fell but only one was secured. 

The other species is the Wood Ibis (Tantalus lornlator), which was 
very plentiful here last year. I counted about fifty of these birds at one 
place. namely, on an island in the lake already alluded to. They were 
resting on some high sycamores and cou ld be seen at a long distanre. 
About noon they circled about high in the air. They remained here 
throughout the month of August. but all disappeared about the 5th of 
September.- JULIUS HURTER, St. Louis, Mo. 

THE \VHITE-WINGED GULL (Lan,s leucopterus ) IN MASSACHUSETTS,­
_\Jthough this species has been included in various local li sts of our birds 
as a rare winter visitor, there appears to be · no verv explicit record of its 
capture in this State. or at least no recent one. It mav therefore be of 
interest to state that we procured an immature specim;n off the Boston 
:\Iilldam on the 31st of January, 1880. It was in company with another of 
the same species and from twenty to thirty Herring Gulls.-E. A. A~D o. 
BANGS. Boston, JIIass. 

THE CASPIAN TERN IN CALIFORNIA.-The National Museum possesses 
two specimens of this bird from California. One of these was shot at 
Stockton, in December, 1880, by Mr. L. Belding, and is in immature pin· 
mage; the other came from Woodward's Gardens San Francisco. and was 
obtained in exchange from another party. The lab,el was inscribed ·•St_ema 
regia. Shore of California." This is also a winter specimen. but 1s in 
adult livery.- ROBERT RIDGWAY, Washington, D. · C. 

THE SHORT-TAILED TERN (Hydrochelidon nigra) IN NEW ENGLA~D, -
In former numbers of this Bulletin I have repeatedly insisted that the Short· 
tailed Tern is a much commoner New England species than writers have 
been willing to admit. This opinion has been greatly stre ngthened by the ex­
periences of the past season(r88o), for, in addition to a number of specimens 
which were received by the Boston taxidermists from various points along 
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the Massachuse tts seaboard , 1 ha ve the following s pecific reports from 
Nantucket and Rye Beach, . II. At the former place Mr. II. S. Sweet 
saw no less than fifty individual s on August 22. Th ey were flying over 
;\'[iacomet Pond , and as they passed hi s point of observation on their wav 

seaward, were accurately counte d . • 
A fl ock seen at Rye Beach by m y fri e nd Mr. II. M. Spelman, on August 

24, was nea rly as large, the numbe r of birds being estimated at about forty. 
They appeared on a small sh eet of brncki sh water locally known as the 
·' Eel Pond, " where they s taye d seve ral days. They w e re very shy but 

~Ir. Spelma n succeeded in killing four specime n s . 
While it is not unlike ly that their appearance in such large numbers is 

exceptional , there can no longe r be a ny question that the Black Tern is 
of regul~r and not uncom m on occurrence during Augu , t and September 
at most suitable points on the New England coast south of Portland, 

Maine, - WrLLl/\M BREWSTER, Cambridge, Mass. 

NOTES ON LEACH'S PETREL ( Cymoclwrea leucorrhoa.) - Under date of 
July 29, 1880. Mr. Manly Hardy of Brewer, Maine, gives me the following 
notes on L each' s P e tre l. The facts regarding incubation, are I think, new. 
and go to show that , as with th e Phalaropes , the female Petrels have 

strongly imbibed the spirit of the nineteenth century. 
" I have lately had quite a number of Leach's P e trels taken on the nests 

and find some things which are not mentioned in such books as I have 
access to. In the first place, the males do most, if not all, of the incubating. 
In a number rece ived the rst of June , five out of six were males. Think­
ing that, like Pigeons. the males might perhaps all sit at the same time, 
I had another lot ,ent me about June 15, and again, of twelve specimens 
seven proved to be males . A careful examination showed that while the 
under plumage of the females was in every case perfect, each male had 
on the lower part of th e breast a bare spot large enough to cover the egg. 

"Some writers mention th e ir ejecting oil when irritated. I find that 
either sex can eject at le ast one-eighth their bulk of very pure reddish oil, 
and that it is given forth equally freely when the bird is killed by chloro­
form. I think that it is probably intended to serve as food for the young." 

- WILLIAM BREWSTER, Cambridge, Mass. 

BIRDS AND WINDOWS,_ The library building of the Rochester Uni­
versity- across the s treet from u s - has very clear windows opposite one 
another, and during the year, especially in the s~ring and autumn, many 
birds are killed by flying against them. The greater part are '.ound on the 
north side. Most of the birds are small; but lately two Robrns and one 
Golden-winged \Voodpecke r were found among tl~em . Curiously eno~gh 
there are no English Sparrows among the slain. they probably bemg 
sufficien tly acquainted with windows to avoid them. - FREDERIC A. LUCAS . 

Rochester, N. r. 
NOTES ON BIRDS RARE OR Acc1DENTAL oN Lc>NG ISLAND, N. Y.-
1. Mimus polyglottus. MocKINGBIRD, Two specimens taken: a 

young bird, 011 October 1 , r88o: an adult on October 2, 18So; both cap-

ured at Fort Hamilton. 
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2. Polioptila crerulea. BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER. -I shot a young 
bird, October II , 1879, at Fort Hamilton. It was skipping about in a row 

of honey-locusts, and was exceedingly active. 
3. Melospiza lincolni. LINCOLN'S SPARROW. - An adult female was 

taken October 8, 1880, by my friend Mr. J. Dwight, Jr., while we were 
collecting at Fort Hamilton. 

4· Zonotrichia leucophrys. vVHITE-CROWNED SPARROW.-Two spec­
imens captured. The first, an adult female, was taken May 19, 188o; the 
second, a young bird, sex not ascertained. was shot October 19. 1880. 
Both were captured at Fort Hamilton. 

S· Stelgidopteryx serripenis. RouGH-WINGED SwALLOW, -I shot 
one at New Utrecht, April 19, 1878. 

6. Hylotomus pileatus. PILEATED ·wooDPECKER.-Mr. J . . Akhur,t, 
of Brooklyn, informs me that at least three individuals of this species 
have been met with on Long Island. In 1842 or 1843 he saw one at what 
is now East New York, Kings Countv. Anothe r was sent to him about 
thirty years ago from the eastern p;rt of the Island; the third which he 
obtained two years ago, was captured near Jamaica, ~teens County. 

7· Falco gyrfalco obsoletus. L ABRADOR GYRFALCQN.-Mr. J. Wal­
lace, of New York, inform s me that a fine specimen of this bird, killed in 
the fall two or three years ago, on the north shore of Long Island in 
~1ee n·s County, passed through his hands. It is now in thP collection of 
l\fr. Geo. A. Boardman . 

8. Nauclerus forficatus. SWALLOW-TAILED KITE, - Mr. J. Akhurst 
tells me that about the year 1845, while collecting on the south shore of 
Long Island, he saw a bird of this species. He spent an entire day in 
endeavoring to secure it, but was unsuccessful. This I bel ieve is its second 
and latest Long Island R ecord, the first being the capture of a specimen 
at Raynor South, in 1837, as recorded by Giraud in his ' · Birds of Long 
Island." 

9. Cathartes atratus. BLACK VULTURE. - An individual of this spe­
I ha\'C not cies was found dead on Coney I sland Beach a few years ago. 

the exact date, but Mr. Akh urst is my authority. 
IO. Tringa maritima. PURPLE SANDPIPER.-! shot this bird on 

Swinburn Hospital Island, Lower New York Bay, Nov. 27, 1879. I had 
been sailing for Ducks, and the wind fail ing. had landed on the I,land .. 
whe n one of the men told me a Snipe was walking about on the stones _ot 
the '· crib.''. It was Yery tame and evidently e ngrossed with its ,earch tor 
food, so it was easily secured. 

I I. Tryngites rufescens. BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER. -During a 
collecting visit I made to Montauk Point last summer. a specimen of thi, 
bird was shot there by a gentlemen 0 1! August 26, and kindly presented to 
me.-De L. BERIER, Fort Hamilton, Long I sland, 1V. r. 

DISTRIBUTION OF BIRDS AS INFLUENCED BY INCREASE OF \\'ATER 
AREA. - Many of the readers of th e Bulletin' are doubtless cognizant 
of the fact that the city of Boston has been engaged for several years past 
in the construction of extensive works on Sudbury River in Framinghani, 
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forre,erroirs lo contain an" additional water supply" for the city. These 
worknvere completed in 1879, and the three basins were speedily filled, 
embracing an aggregate area of some 600 acres, with a water line con­
stantly varying with the varying quantities drawn for consumption, as 
well a, from natural causes. This increase of water sut·face ha~ had a 
noticeable effect in enlarg ing the Avi-fauna of the locality. Being favor­
ably situated (rather too favorably, in one r espect , one-half of my farm 
being now under water!) [ have watched this accession to our visiting list 
with considerable interest and diligence, and make the following mem­

oranda as a result. 
A. Species that, so far as I can ascertain h y enquiry and observation 

(residence of 27 years), are new to this vicinity. 
1. An thus ludovicianus. One obtained by self, Nov., 1879; several by 

others. 
One obtained by se lf, Sept., 188o. Two 

2• C!wradritts v irginicus. 
only seen. 

3· Aigialite:; semipalmata. 
4· Ereunetes pusillus. One 

Two obtained by a friend, Oct., 1880. 
obtained by self, Oct. , 1880; several by 

5· Tringa minutilla. 
6. Tringa fuscicollis. 

others. 
Several obtainecfby friend, Aug., 1880. 
Three obtained by self. Oct., 1880. Three only 

seen. 
i· Ca/idris arenaria. One obtained by self. Oct., 1880. One only 

seen. 
8. Totanus jlavipes. Several by a friend, Sept .. 1880. 
9· Tota nus melanoleucus. Two obtained by self, June and Oct., 1880. 

IO. Nyctiardea grisea ,uevia. One obtained by self, Aug., 1880. 

II. Fulica ame1·icana. One obtained by a friend, Sept. , 1880. 
11· Fuligulaferina americana. One obtained by a friend, Oct., 1879. 
13- Fuligula marila aJ!inis. One obtained by self. Oct., 1880; several 

by others. 
1+· Erismatura rubida. One obtained by a friend, Oct .. 1874. 

B. Species t~at have appeared in notably increased numbe1·s. 

1. Siurus ncevius. Ratio of increase, say 3· 
Ceryle alcyon. Ratio of increase, say 3· 

3· Tota,ws solitarius. Ratio of increase, say 5· 
+· Tringoides mac1tlarius. Ratio of increase. say 10 . 

. ,. Ardea virescens. Ratio of increase, say 3· 
6. , Ardea lterodias. Ratio of increase, say 2. 

7· .f!!_ue1·quedttla discors. Ratio of increase, say 2. 

8. · .!f!_uerquedula carolinensis. Ratio of increase, say 3, 

9· Podi(vmbus podiceps. Ratio of increase, say 2.· 

CIOTE. Several individuals of a species of Lant.< (argentatus without 
doubt) have been reported at sundry times to be about the ba~ins; none 
were shot, and I have never seen them, but the authority is good. As 
Lams never appeared here "before the Flood," it has a fair clai~1 f?r a 
place in List A. The omission is on the "strict construction" principle, 
because the examples were seen only.-F. C . BROWNE, Framingliam, llfass. 



, 

128 General Notes . 

SUPPLEMENTARY LIST OF BIRDS OF THE ISLAND OF SANTA L UCIA, 

,v. I.-A few months since I gave in this Bulletin (Vol. V , pp. 163-16g) a 
list of the birds of Santa Lucia, numbering 56 species. Recently the 
Museum of Comparative Zoology has received another considerable lot, 
collected, as were the previous sendings, by Mr. John Semper. This 
last collection adds 12 species to the number previously recorded from the 
island, besides embracing quite large suites of the rarer species, including, 
among others, IO examples of Chrysotis bouqueti a nd 8 of Mr. Lawrence·~ 
recently described Cluetura dominicana. The additions to the predously 

published list are the following: 
r. Siurus mevius (Bodd.). 
2 . Chretura dominicana, Lawr. 

3. Pandio1:l haliaetus (Linn.) 
4. Porzana carolina (Linn. ). 
5. Symphemia semipalmata (Gm.) . 
6. Numenius hudsonicus, Latlt. 
7. Querquedula discors (Linn.). 
8. Fulix affinis (Eyt. ) . 
9. Chroicocephalus atricilla (Linn.). 

IO. Sterna anglica. Mont. • 
1 r. Sterna fuliginosa. Gm. 
12. Anous stolidus (Linn. ) . 
The collection a lso embraces Tringa fuscicollis, one of the two species 

previously g iven on Dr. Sclater's authority. - J. A. ALLEN. Cambridg,. 

Mass. 
, VINTER. BIRDS OF FORT w ALLA WALLA, w. T. - Recent letters from 

Captain Charles Bendire, U. S. A., now at Fort Walla Walla. contain 
notes of interest on various species of birds observed during the P3

'
1 

winter at that post, which I have his permission to make public. . 
While Fort Walla \Valla corresponds in latitude (about 46° K ) with 

Northern Maine . its winter bird fauna seems to be comparable with 
that of Southern New J ersey. Captain Bendire e numerates as among the 
regular winter residents such species as the l\Ieadow•Lark (St11nit'lla 
magna neglect a) . the Red-shafted Flicker ( Colaptes auratns 111e.1·ica11us). 
B rewer·s Blackbird (Scolecophagus cyanocephalns), the Western Red­
wing (Agelams j,hamiceus gubenJator), the \,Vestern White-crowned Spar· 
row ( Zonotrichia leucoj>hrys intermedia), the Oregon Snowbird CJ1111c" 
oregonus) . the Cinereous Song Sparrow (Melosj>iza fasc ia/a gutta/a). etc .. 

besides other species less distinctivelv southern in cha racter. 
Captain Bendire also refers to the capture of a S nowy Owl (,\)'Cl<'0• 

nivea) about December 1 ( 188o) which he says is the onlv ·• instance 01 
' ' .. , " 1~0 

its capture OB this coast south of Alaska" known to him. He has a' 
taken several examples of Scops asio kennicotti, and finds ·· ./fisalo71 ,,,cl:­
l eyi and richardsoni" of not uncommon occurrence. In alluding to the 

d · t· l r · of the>~ 
pre om111ance o t 1e ,emales. he says that out of ten spec11nens 
t ~ · t k · . . l He also wo 0 1 ms a en only one proved on d1ssect10n to be a ma e. 
notes a similar p revalence of females among the Sharp-tailed Grouse. -

J. A. ALLEN, Cambridge, Mass. 




