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(Bent, U.S. Natl. Mus. Bull. 203, 1965). This species is a well-known
migrant in Mississippi and M.O.S. members should be on the lookout for
breeding individuals in the northeastern part of the state.
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The Mottled Duck (Anas fulvigula maculosa) is a resident species
along the Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas coasts and nests only in
remote marshes within this area. Twelve nesting records have been
reported from 18 April to 20 August in Texas and four records, 23 April
to 1 June from Louisiana. Little nesting data from Mississippi are
available (Bent 1923, Life Histories of North American Wild Fowl, U.S.
Natl. Mus. Bull. 126). Few data are available on the specific marsh
habitat where nests have been found.

On 4 Apri 1 1975 we found the nest and 6 eggs of the Mottled Duck
on a marsh island on the west side of Saint Louis Bay, Hancock Co.,
Mississippi. The marsh in this area was composed primarily of 2 m high
Black Rush (Juncus roemerianus). The nest was located in an area of
living Juncus that had been blown over by the wind and was approximately
100 m from the 2 nearest bodies of water. The nest was well concealed
and could not be seen from above. An adult was flushed from the nest
on that day and the following day. Bent (1923) reports that only the
female incubates the eggs in the closely related Florida Duck (Anas
fulvigula fulvigula). On 25 Apri I 1975 we found only shel I fragments
in the nest.

The marshes of Saint Louis Bay are haphazardly managed by trappers
for muskrat (Ondatra zibethica) and nutria (Myocastor coypus). The
type of habitat mentioned above lasts only a year or 2. The blown-over
Juncus dies and the marsh is burned by trappers during the winter. Two
to 5 years are required before the marsh returns to the high Juncus
state. The high Juncus stage of marsh succession is very dense, while
other stages are more open and might render the nest vulnerable to the
many raccoons (Procyon lotor) found on th i s marsh.

B. E. Gandy provided data from the Mississippi Museum of Natural
Sciences on 2 previous Mississippi nest records of the Mottled Duck.
S. G. Clawson and L. E. Williams collected I Mottled Duck egg found on
the ground in a marsh near Claiborne in Hancock County. They also
collected 6 eggs from a clutch of 7 near Lakeshore in Hancock County.
The dates with these eggs are 22 April and 1 July 1962, respectively.
Adults of the species are frequently reported in Hancock County (W. H.
Turcotte 1960, MOS Newsletter 5(4) :2; 1962 7(1) :1). An adult female
and four young were observed on August 16, 1971 and reported to W. H.
Turcotte (1971, MOS Newsletter 16(3):5).




