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Information for Authors 

The Mississippi Kite publishes original articles that advance the study of 
birdlife in the state of Mississippi.  Submission of articles describing  
species occurrence and distribution, descriptions of behaviors, notes on the 
identification of Mississippi birds, as well as scientific studies from all fields 
of ornithology are encouraged.  All manuscripts, in both a hard copy and 
digital copy format, should be submitted to the editor. 
COPY – Paper manuscripts should be typed, double-spaced throughout, on 
high quality paper.  Digital copy manuscripts should be prepared using 12 
pt. Times New Roman font.  If possible, please submit computer files in 
Microsoft Word although WordPerfect formats will be accepted.  
Handwritten manuscripts will also be accepted, but please contact the editor 
prior to submission.  Scientific names should be italicized.   
STYLE – For questions of style consult previous issues of The Mississippi 
Kite.  Manuscripts should include a title page (including names and 
addresses of all authors), text (beginning on page 2), literature cited (if 
applicable), tables, figure legends (on a separate page), and figures.  Number 
all pages (in the upper right-hand corner) through the tables.  Avoid 
footnotes. 
LITERATURE CITED – List all references cited in the text alphabetically 
by the author’s last name in the Literature Cited section.  Citations should 
conform to the style of a recent issue of The Mississippi Kite.  
NOMENCLATURE - Common names of bird species should be 
capitalized.  Provide the scientific name (italicized) at the first mention of 
each species.  Nomenclature should follow the American Ornithologists’ 
Union Checklist of North American Birds, 7th edition (1998) and the 42nd 
(2000) through 47th (2006) supplements. 
TABLES – Tables should be formatted with the size of The Mississippi Kite 
in mind and should be interpretable without reference to the text. 
FIGURES – Figures should be appropriate for photoreproduction without 
retouching. 
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COVER PHOTO:  Judy Toups on the beach in Gulfport, 
Mississippi, holding a Least Tern chick in July, 1977.  Photo 
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