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LllLA COOPER COFFEY 
( 1908- 1999) 

AND 

BEN BERRY COFFEY, JR. 
(1904-1993) 

by 
J IM FERGUSON 

5340 Canewood Cove 
Memphis, T N  

Lula Coffey died peacefully in her sleep on May 13, 1999 in Memphis. So 
passed into history the surviving partner of a lruly remarkable and beautiful 
marriage. Ben and Lula were a perfect match of wonderfully adventurous 
spirits possessed with singular vision and dedication. Yet, they remained to- 
tally unique individuals. Their long life together led them i n  many directions- 
-across jungles and mountains, through barrios and art museums,  and down 
the byways of  the mid-South. Always learning and always teaching, they 
touched and changed the course of many lives that crossed their paihs. 

Ben B. Coffey Jr. was born April 28, 1904 and died August 22, 1993. In  his 
teens, Scouting introduced Ben to bird study, which would grow Into the driv- 
ing force of his life. After studying a t  Vanderbilt and Armour Institute of 
Technology in Chicago for training as a fire-rating inspector, Ben returned to 
Nashville and joined the TOS. Transferred by h i s  company to Memphis in 
1928, he promptly began the exploration of rhe bird life of West Tennessee, 
and formed the Memphis C haprer i n  January 1930. He also met Lula that year 
- -  and two and one-half months later they were married. 
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Lula Cooper, bnrn Septernher 20. 1908, was raised on a farm on the Tippah 
River, six miles north of Hickory Flat, Mississippi. Her childhood was filled 
with the outdoors, and she developed a love and appreciation for the natural 
world. After finishing high school, Lula came to Memphis and began working 
for Westcrn Union. A self-described "flapper and great dancer," she met her 
perfect complement in the reserved and cultured Ben. Their marriage of 63 
years was  a mutual admiration society of two people passionately in  love with 
life and with each other. 

Ben served the TOS as president from 1932 to 1934, and as  cditor of Tl~r  
Migrant from 1938 to 1942. He was also President of the Memphis Chapter 
and its curator for 58 years. Ben's articles were published extensively in Tile 
Migrant ,  Auk, Bird Uarading and  other publications. He wrote a nature col- 
umn for the Memphis Evetaing Appea l .  and published the mimeographed Mid- 
S o ~ r i a  Bird Notes from 1952 tu 1956 at his own expense. 

The American Ornithologist's I lnron elected Ben a Fellow at the 199 1 An-  
nual Meeting, one of only a few amateurs  ever to be so honored. Ben, a Life 
Member of TOS, was  also a l i f e  member of AOU, Wilson Ornithological So- 
ciety, The Nature Conservancy and The Wilderness Society, and held mem- 
berships in other ornithological and conservation soc~eties throughout the mid- 
south. Both Ben and Lula were Field Associates in Ornithology and Bio- 
acoustics at Florida State University, Florida State Museum. 

Lula worked at Western Ilnion until WWII,  then, after briefly following Ben 
dur ing  his service in the Army, she returned to Memphis and spent 20 years at 
the Baker Seed Laboratory. She was a good student of botany, and became an 
expert in ihe field of grasses. The Doughty bird collection at the Memphis Brooks 
Museum of Art piqued her interest. Becoming more involved, i n  1966 she quit  
Baker and enrolled i n  training to become a docent a t  the Brooks. Her enthusi- 
asm was contagious and her ability to communicate with groups from aged 6 to 
96 made her one of the museum's mosr popular docents. She was named Brooks 
Volunteer of the Year in 1982. She and Ben endowed a room at the Brooks. Lula 
presented a sculpture. "Head of Christ," in Ben's memory. 

A Life Member of !he TOS, Lula served as president of the Memphis Chap- 
ter, and became the first woman 10 serve as president of theTOS, from 1949 to 
195 I .  She spoke to hundreds of groups, and was probably better known in the 
Memphis area than Ben. She was a charter life member of the Arkansas 
Auduhon Society, Mississippi Ornithological Society and The Nature Conser- 
vancy. The DAR awarded her the ronservation Medal in 1998. 

Pioneering fieldwork by Ben and Lula brought them national attention. In  
the early 1930s Ben Coffey organized a r h i m n e y  Swift  banding project in Mem- 
phis to help in the search for the wintering grounds of the Chimney Swift. The 
project spanned nearly two decades, during which Chapter members and Scouts 
banded 113,000 Swifts. When at last the first thirteen bands were recovered in 
the Amazon basin of Peru, five had been placed at the Coffey's banding sta- 
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tions. Banding of 16,000 herons and egrets in the mid-South established the 
migration route for several species. Ben and Lula's recording of neo-tropical 
birdcalls brought them international acclaim. They had made annual trips to 
Mexico since the  end of WWIT. Ben began taping birdcalls in 1964 with a 
reel-to-reel recorder. I n  1968, after retirement, he and Lula expanded thcir 
area of  s tudy to include Central and Sourh America. Their efforts produced 
some of thc earliest and most complete recordings of many species. Their 
work helped spur interest in preservation of nat ive  bird life in several Latin 
American countries. Most of the recordings are now found in the Coffey Neo- 
tropical Collection at the Florida State Museum. 

Closer to home, the Coffeys meticulously recorded and chronicled bird 
data for West Tennessee and the Mid-South for more than 60 years. Ben par- 
ticipated in 232 Christmas Counts, Lula i n  198. Their interests were not lim- 
ited by state boundaries. For almost forty years, they documented the distri- 
bution of Whip-poor-wills and Chuck-will-widows from Mississippi to Okla- 
homa. Ben's records contain a wealth of data on  mid-South birds and have 
formed the basis for several studies and  publications. Even after Ben's death, 
Lula remained active in TOS, attending meetings, speaking and guing on hikes 
while also increasing her work with the Brooks. 

For almost seven decades the Coffeys were the heart and soul of Memphis 
TOS. Both were staunch supporters of TOS, a n d  they never wavered or  al- 
lowed petty differences within the Chapter or Society to interfere with their 
commitment. The Coffey's indefatigable fieldwork expanded the knowledge 
of birding as only a select company of other birders has done. Their Icader- 
ship and knowledge expanded,  enriched and sustained nur Society. Recollec- 
tions of Ben's wit and Lula's charm will forever bring a smile to ou r  hearts. 
Their Ilves will remain a n  indelible memory for all those who had the good 
fortune to know them.  Truly, their like will not pass our way again. 

ERRATA AND ADDITIONS 
TO TOS MEMBERSHIP LIST 

As published in The Migrant 69 ( I): 52-64, 1998 
Ted and Gaynell Perry, 3635 Clairice Cove, Bartlett, TN 38 133-0980 
Robbie and David Hassler, 1455 Hassler Road, Byrdstown, TN 38549 
Christopher and Deborah Welsh, 5337 Hickory Hollow Road. Knoxville, 

TN 379 19, 865-766-0368 
Chris A. Sloan, 512 Old Hickory Blvd., Apt. 1203, Nashville, TN 37209, 

61 5-353-08 1 1 
Any other omissions, errors, or recent changes can  be sent to the Editor of 

The Migranl for inclusion in a later issue. 



RESULTS OF A LONG-TERM SURVEY 
OF SHOREBIRD USE IN MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 

JENNIFER A .  DECECCO 
Warnell School of Forest Resources 

Ilniversity of Georgia 
Athens, GA 30602 

MART~TA G .  W A L D R O ~  
I626 Yorkshire Drive 

iMemphis. T N  381 19 

ROBERT J .  COOPER 
Warnell School of  Forest Resources 

University of Georgia 
Athens, GA 30602 

Shorebird habitat management has become a n  important issue i n  avian con- 
servation due  to the loss of critical migratory habitat (HeIrners 1992). Stop- 
over sites play a crucial role in shorebird migratiun as "refueling" points dur- 
ing spring and Fall (Skagen and Knopf 1993). Although the Mississippi River 
Valley is a commonly used route for migrating shorebirds (Reid ct a l .  1983). 
there is little published information on both the habitat use and migration chro- 
nology i n  this area. In particutar, there is little information on shorebird use 
of stopover sites along the lower Mississippi Valley during both spring and 
fall migration. This information is needed to plan the best management strat- 
egies for shorebirds during the length of their migration. 

This paper summarizes 13 years of shorebird surveys from the T.F.. Maxson 
Wastewater Treatment Facility along the Mississippi River in  Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. The surveys were completed by members of the Memphis Chapter of 
the Tennessee OrnithoIogicaI Society beginning in 1982 and continuing through 
1994. I.ong-term surveys at a particular site are uncommon, bul they provide 
useful information regarding the average or typical  movemenis of shorebirds 
on a yearly basis. This paper provides basic information on the timing of 
shorebird use of the lower Mississ~ppi Alluvial Valley. and explores the po- 
tential for treatment plants to serve as stopover habitat for migrating shore- 
birds. 

STUDY AREA AND METHODS 
I n  1990, the Environmental and Resource Technology (EAR'I'H) Complex 

was opened by  he City of Memphis for use as an area for solid and organic 
waste disposal as  we1 l as research (Waldron and Bean 199 1). The entire 1822 
hec~are (ha) area is located adjacent to the Mississippi River  south of Mem- 
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phis, Shelby County, Tennessee. The T.E. Maxson wastewater treatment plant 
is a facility that ulilizes approximately 285 ha of the EARTH Complex for the 
disposal of sludge (Waldron and Bean 1991). The area consists of a variety of 
Iagoons and drying fields used to treat effluent at different stages of the aero- 
bic drying process. The rnudflars created by the drying cells p rov~dc  both the 
adult and larval Dipteran populations that shorebirds use as a food source 
during migration (Kellcr 1972, Neill and Kuban 1986, August in et a l .  in press). 
Although the amount of area availabie to shorebirds varied somewhat through- 
out the study period, as of  1994 there wcre approximately 73 ha available 
cach year. 

Surveys were conducted at irregular intervals starting in March (with the 
exception of 1982 and 1984 when  t h e y  began in l u l y )  and continued into Dc- 
cernber from 1982 through 1394. The average number of surveys completed 
per year was 42 (ranging from 14 i n  1984 to b2 i n  1991; 'Fahle I), and surveys 
were more frequently done during peak periods of both the fall and spring 
migration. Each of the lagoons with suitable shorebird habitat were surveyed 
with spotting scopes and  all species and  numbers were recorded. To deter- 
mine patterns of use throughout [he year, t h e  sampling year was divided into 3 
time periods during each month (which resulted in a 10- or 11-day period 
depending on the length of the  month) .  All surveys completed during a par- 
ticular time period were then grouped together and the grcatest number uf 
birds sighted for cach species during that time period was recorded. Those 
numbers were then averaged over the 13-year period for each t ~ m e  period. 
The results for the three most common species were then used to illustrate use 
of the area throughout the  year. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
A total of 28 species of shorebirds were recorded at the sewage plant dur- 

ing the 13  years o f  surveys, although the numbers of birds u s ~ n g  the site varied 
from year to year. The thrie most common migratory species were the Pecto- 
ral, Semipalmated and Least Sandpipers (Fig. 1 ; a complete list of all t h e  spe- 
cies encountered at the site can be found in Table 1 with their scientific names). 
Although i t  was not uncommun to record in excess of SO0 birds at the site 
during peak migration. twn surveys in 1991 recorded the largest number of  
birds of one species during a single survey. I n  the fall of that year, 4000 
Pectoral Sandpipers were sighted i n  August as well as nearly 3000 Least Sand- 
pipers counted in October. Fourteen different species were recorded at the 
site on at least one occasion during each of the 13 sampling years and an 
additional five species were found during at least half of the years. 

Peak migration occurred over a relatively short time period during the spring, 
with all  three species showing peak migration from within the last week in April 
through the last week in May (Fig. 1). All three species were then absent from 
the site after the first week i n  June and were only rarely spotted after t ha t  time 
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Table 1. Shorebird species encountered at the T.E. Maxson wastewaier treatment 
facility (EARTH Complex) in Memphis, Tennessee from 1982- 1994 

Species 

American Avocet (Recurvrmsrm nmerirnnn) 
Blac k-Neclcd Stilt (Himnnfopus mrxrrrrrrur) * 
Semipalmated Plover (Chnrclnus sen~ipoltnnrus) 
Killdzer (Chnmrlriws mc$errrs) * 
Black-kllicd Plovcr (Piuvhlir squnmrdn) 
Lcsrer Golden-Plover (Pluvtnli~ d m ~ a i c n )  
Willet (Cnroprrophanrs rfn~iynln~nrvs) 
Greaacr Yellowlegs (Trirrgn mdnndeurn) 
Lesser Ye!lowlegs ( T r i i ~ ~ n f l n v r p s )  
Sol i ta~  Sandpiper (Tringn xolirnrin) 
Spaled Sandpiper (Artilir mrulflrin) 
Wilson's malarope (Phnlf~ropus rrirdor) 
Shon-Billed Dowitcher (Lrmndromus griseirs) 
Long-Billed Dowi~chcr(Limmdrmus) 
Stilt S a n d p i p  (Cfllidris himnnrcpus) 
Common S n i p  (Gnllir~ogo gnllirlngu) 
Ruddy Turnstone (Aremrin inlerprts) 
Dunlin (Cntidris rrlpinn) 
Sanderling (Cnlidris albn) 
Semi palmaied Sandpaper ( CnIidris pusilln) 
Western Sandpiper (Cnlidris m u r i )  
Leasi Sandpiper (Cnlidris mrr~urriln) 
Wlutt-Rurnpcd Sandpiper (CnlirlrisJlcrcicdIis) 
Baird's Sandpipu (Cnlrdris bnirdii) 
Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris rntlnnoros) 
Ruli (PhiImclrhus pugncu) 
Upland Sandpiper (Bnrrmmin longirnudn) 
Buff-B reasled Sandpiper (Tryngirrs subrufirdtis) 

* Neaed at facility. 

Ycnrs Seen a1 Treatment PlanU 
Number or Surveys Completed that Year 

X 
X X X X X X X X X X X X X  
X X X X X X X X X X X X X  
X X X X X X X X X X X X X  

X X X X 
X X X X X X X X X X X X X  

X X  X X X  
X X X X X X X X X X X X X  
X X X X X X X X X X X X X  
X X X X X X X X X X X X X  
X X X X X X X X X X X X X  
X X X X X X X X X X X X X  
X X X X X X X X X X X X X  
X X X X X X X X X X X X X  
X X X X X X X X X X X X X  

X X X X X X X X X X X X  
X x x x x x x  

X X X X X X X X X X X X  
X X X X X  

X X X X X X x X X X x X X  
X X X X X X X X X X X X X  
X X X X X X X X X X X X X  

X X X X X X X X X X X X  
X X X X X X X X X X X X  

X X X X X X X X X X X X  
X 

X X 
X X X X X  X X X  

period. Certain other species were typically only found on the sites during ei- 
ther the fall or spring migration, primarily due to  the elliptical pattern of mi- 
gratron that many shorebirds exhibit (Morrison and Myers 1987). For ex- 
ample, the White-rumped Sandpiper was typically only seen during the spring 
because they travel over the Atlantic Ocean during fall migration (Weir and 
Cooke 1976). 

Fall migration occurred over a much longer time period as compared to spring 
migration, and i t  is believed to represent in part the differential migration of 
both juveniles and adults on the flight south (Weir and Cooke 1976, Howe et a l .  
1989). In addition, birds are more likely to be moving quickly l o  reach nesting 
sites in the spring, and therefore fall migration would likely occur at a slower 
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I 

0 Semi palmaled Sandpipwr 
t - Le1315andpipr 1 

Date 

F ig . l  Migration chronology for the three most common species found at the 
T.E. Maxson wastewater treatment plant in Memphis, Tennessee from 1982- 1994. 
Represented is the greatest number of birds seen during each 10- or I 1 -day time 
period for each year that has been averaged over the 13-year period. 

pace i n  comparison (Skagen and Knopf 1993). Both Pectoral and Semipalmated 
Sandpipers showed peak numbers before Septcrnber while the largest n u m -  
bers of Least Sandpipers did not pass through the site until late October. In 
addition, although Pectoral and  Semipalmated Sandpipers were o n l y  rarely 
found on the site after October, the average number of Least Sandpipers on 
the s ~ t e  was still greater than 200 b~rds by the first week i n  December. 

The Killdeer was also a common species a t  the site, and was the only spe- 
cies to consistently use the facility on a year-round basis. There were usually 
only occasional sightings of other species from the time period of mid-June 
through early July as well as from the non-survey interval of December through 
March. An exception during the summer was the Black-necked Stilt. which 
began breeding at the site i n  1984 (Coffey 1985), and by 1994, a total of 149 
breeding individuals were found nesting i n  the tall grass that encircles the 
ponds at the facility. Their use of the area as a breeding site was a primary 
reason for the establishment of part of the EARTH Complex a s  a bird sanctu- 

ary (Waldron and Bean 199 1) .  The complex  also became noted as a site where 
uncommon birds representing both shorebird and non-shorebird species could 
be detected (Waldron and Bean 1991). A Ruff (1988), American Avocets 
( 19931, and Sanderlings (1990- 1994) were sighted using the ponds on a t  least 
one occasion during the 13 years of surveys (Table 1) .  
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Sewage treatment facilities, when managed as the T. E. Maxson faci l i ty has 
successfully done, can provide an area with the necessary food source for 
migrat ing shorebirds (Fuller and Glue 19801, In addition, because there is 
usually water available i n  some o f  the ponds at a l l  limes dur ing the year, the 
area can provide a stopover site for the va r i ab le  times and lengths nF a l l  mi- 
grafory shorebird species. This may be especially important to species such 
as the Semi palmated Sandpiper, whose earlier paitern of migration occurs 
during a time when water may not be readily available in other natural areas. 
Unfortunately, the area is undergoing management changes such that the ponds 
may not  be available to shorebirds i n  the future, D e s p ~ t e  these changes, these 
surveys have o f t r e d  an npportunity to assess the ut i l i ty  of a habitat that pro- 
vides benefits to both shorebirds (and other wi ld l i fe)  as we l l  as the public. 
The in format ion that has been gathered From these surveys w i l l  be beneficial 
to furthering the knowjedge of  shorebird m ig ra~ ion  paiterns of this area. Ulti- 
mately, these dara, i n  combination with other surveys f rom the Mississippi 
Val ley. w i  II help to  formulate a more comprehensive management strategy for 
thc entire region. 
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THE 1999 DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD PRESENTED TO 
ROBERT M. HATCHER 

Modifed from an award address written by 

SUSAN HOLLYDAY 
21 1 Wauford Drive 

Nashville, TN 372 1 1 

POLLY ROOKER 
530 Harding Place, Apt. C41 

Antioch. TN 37013 

SUE MARDEN 
108 Pepper Ridge Circle 
Nashville, TN 372 1 1 

Robert M. Hatcher of Nashville, TN, was the recipient of the 1999 TOS 
Distinguished Service Award. The award was presented by  TOS president 
Susan McWhirter at the annual  State Meeting at Reelfnnt Lake State Park on 
1 May, 1999. This award was established in 1989 to be given annually to 
persons who have made significant and lasting contributions to the Tennessee 
Ornithological Society. 
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Bob Hatcher has devoted his adult life to the management of non-game 
wi Idlife and endangered species After earning a Bachelor of Science degree 
i n  Hiology from Middle Tennessee State University in 1960, he went on to 
Auburn University 10 earn his Master of Science degree i n  Fishery Biology 
and Zoology. He began work with the Tennessee Game and Fish  omm mission 
(now k n o w n  as the Tennessee WiIdliEc Resources Agency) in 1963. In 1978 
Bob became TWKA's "Non-game and Endangered Species Coordinator." I n  
the wake of Rachcl Carson's SiIerlt Spritzg, whlch raised the wildlife conscious- 
ness of the entire nation, a ban on DDT began the long struggle to prevent the 
ext ~nction of many species. I n  the state of Tennessee. Rob Hatcher oversaw a 
program to restnre endangered and threatened birds of prey. This has grown 
into a program of working with entire ecosystems, benefiting all wildlife liv- 
ing within those habitats. Desiring to spread the word about conservation, 
and in the need of funding assistance. Bob forged alliances with such groups 
as the Audubon Society, The Nature Conservancy, and our very own TOS. He 
en1 isted businesses and industry, civ ic  and conservation clubs, using volun- 
teers as helpers in the struggle for resturation. 

Among Bob's effurts at helping endangered species, we are perhaps most 
familiar with the remarkable Bald Eagle program. Between 1980 a n d  1988, 
274 Bald Eagles were hacked in Tennessee. In 1983 there was only one Bald 
Eagle nest known in Tennessee, with a single fledged young. By 1998, 38 
Bald Eagle nests were observed in Tennessee, with the 25 successfut ones 
producing 42 fledged young. Other species that have benefited from the at- 
tention of Bob and his colleagues are the Peregrine Falcon, the River Otter. 
and the Bog 'Turtle. Even the freshwater mussels of Tennessee are currently 
receiving attention, as they have been critically impacted by man's abuse of 
our rivers and their watersheds. 

I n  recent years, Bob served as Secretary of TOS. from 199 1 to 1995. Dur- 
ing this same period. Bobcarefully guidcd the creation of the Bluebird license 
plate project (down to the authentic Bluebird colors on the plate!). In 1995, 
the Rluebird Iicense plale was offered as  a source of funds for the Watchable 
Wildlife Endowment Fund. The earnings of the f u n d  are used to supporl 
Tennessee's rare and non-game wildlife program. This plate has been the 
most popular license plate i n  the state's hislory and to date the endowment has 
grown to $1.4 million. 

We in the TOS have been privileged to work with Bob Ha~cher  as  he has 
participated in our Society as a member and officer. I t  i s  truly an honor to be 
in the company of an individual who has so unselfishly given his  l i fe to t h e  
conservation of non-game, rare, and endangered species. 

"They t h t  wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; rkey shall 
mounr up with wings ns eagles. They shall run and not werrry; they 
shnll walk arad notJaint. " ( i sa~ah  40:31) 
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REPORT OF 
THE TENNESSEE BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 

KEVIN CALHOON 
1185 Mountain Creek R d .  Apt. 7 15 

Chattanooga, TN 37405 

This report describes the actions taken by the Tennessee Bird Records Tom- 
mittee of the Tennessee Ornithological Society from the fa11 of 1997 to the fall 
of 1998. Committee members and alternates who served d u r i n g  this periud 
were Kev in  Calhoon, Paul Hertzel, Dollyann Myers, Linda Northrop, n i c k  
Preston and Chris Sloan. All o f t h e  voting was done through the mail. 

Acceplance crireria remained the same through the year. A species is placed 
on the Confirmed List based upon either (a) extant, verified specimen, photo- 
graph, or sound recording, each accompanied by written details, or (b) satis- 
factory written documentation of three independent sight records, or satisfac- 
tory written documentation of three independent observers of  the s a m e  bird. 
Without these levels of documentation, a species i s  placed on the Provisional 
List based on one or two sight records with satisfactory written documenta- 
tion. Acceptance to either list required a unanimous vote of the committee. 

A change of the commiltee to six regujar members and one alternate, and 
allowing the acceptance of a record either by unanimous or onc dissenting 
vote, came about from the passage nf another amended resolution at thc 1998 
TOS spring meeting. All of  the records acted upon in 1998 were with five 
regular members. The sixth was not chosen until 1999, so only unanimous 
votes allowed acceptance. 

ACCEPTANCE RECORDS 
Calliope Hummingbird (Stellula calliope): Photographs and excellent writ- 

ten documentation of a bird banded at the residence of Ed and Eve lyn  Wrlgh t 
in Nashville, Davidson County, on 2 December 1997 (Field Notes 5212 10,1998) 
was accepted. This becomes the first record for the state, and the photographs 
place the species on the Confirmed List. 

Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archiloclz~rs nlexandri ) :  Photographs and 
written documentation for a single bird banded a t  the Fraley residence in 
Franklin, Williamson County, on 14 December 1997 (Field Notes 52:2 10,1998) 
was accepted. This becomes the second state record, with the species already 
on the Confirmed list. 

Allen's Hummingbird (Selasphorus sasin): Written documentation of a 
single bird banded at the Tellico Village community, Monroe County, on 17 
January 1997 (Field Notes 52: 196,1998) was accepted. This becomes the 
second state record, with the species already on the Confirmed List. 
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Allen's Hummingbird (Selospkortls sosin): Photographs and written docu- 
mentation of  a single bird banded at the residence of Bennette Rowan in  Johnson 
City, Washington County, on 2 December 1997 (Field Notes 52: 196,1998) 
was accepted. This becomes the third state record, with the species already on 
the Confirmed List, 

RECORDS NOT ACCEPTED 
White-tailed Tropicbird (Pllne~kotl  leplums) This was a rcsubrnission of 

written documentation of a single bird seen at Douglas Lake, Jcfferson C o u n ~ y  
on 8 September 1990. The record was not accepled (2-3 vote) due to the lack 
of a weather system which could explain such an unlikely occurrence as well 
as insufricient details on the identification of the bird. 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow (Passer monranirs) Written documenlation of a 
single bird seen in Nashville, Davidson County on 20 June 1998 was not ac- 
cepted (1-4 vote) because of insufficient details to determine specific species. 
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OBSERVATIONS OF A COMMON RAVEN NEST 
AT DEVIL'S LOOKING GLASS, 
UNICOI COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

ALLAN J. TREKTLY 
East Tennessee State University 

Box 19353 
Johnson City, TN 

A Common R a v e n  (Corvus cornx) nest was discovered on Devil's Looking 
Glass on 1 1 April 1996 by Richard L. Knight. Devil's Looking Glass is a 5 10- 
m ( 1700-ft.) elevalion bluff adjacent to the Nolichucky River near Erwin, 
Unicoi County, Tennessee. The nest site, shellered by overhanging rock, was 
on a ledge about I00 m above the river and 50 m below the top of the bluff. 
Ravens also nested at this sitc in 1997 a n d  1998. 1 do not know if the breeding 
adults present each year were the same birds. Because ravens tend to nest in  
the same location year after year (Ratcliffe 1997), i t  is possible they were  the 
same birds. 
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I n  the spring of 1998, I spent about 15 hours over I 1 days between 22 Feb- 
ruary and 20 June observing the ravens at this nest. 1 observed nesting activi- 
ties from the opposite side of  t he  N(11ichucky River, at a distance of 200 to 
300 rn, using 8 X 42 binoculars and a 45X zonm spotting scope. Because of 
the scarcity of published observations of ravens nesting in Tennessee and else- 
where in  the Southern Appalachians (Ilooper 1977, Alsop 1979, Williams 1980, 
Robinson 1990, Nicholson 1997). I present a summary  of my observations in 
this article. 

0BSERVATIONS 
22 February [time not recorded]. I saw a pair of Red-tailed Hawks (314- 

reo jnmaicensis) flying over the bluff; one hawk was carrying a slick. The 
hawka f l ew behind the mountain. A raven then flew around t h e  mountain and 
perched i n  a tree near the bluff.  It began eating food it carried i n  its bill. I t  
then f lew down to the ground and eventually flew up to perch on the ledge 
used for nesting in 1996 and 1997. 1 briefly saw another raven flying down 
the river. I did not notice a n y  sipns of actual nesting, although the nest used in 
1997 was quite visible. 

6 March, 1440 to 1645. Both ravens were observed perched and flying 
around the nest site. On two occasions they carried food to the nest and are it 
there. Neither raven was seen on the nest i n  a n  incubating nr bruoding posi- 
tion. I was unable to determine the nest contents. At one point during my ob- 
servations, six or eight American Crows (Corvus brachyrhynchw) perched in 
trees about 100 m below the nest. I saw no aggressive interactions between 
these crows and the ravens. Crows perched across the river a t  a level below 
the raven nest called regularly: their calls did not appear to be directed at the 
ravens. 

26 March, 1530 to 1822. A raven, presumably the female, sat on the nest 
for much of my observation period. Her periods on the nest were usually less 
than five minutes. The longest nest visit I observed was about ten minutes. 
The raven's absences from the nest were usually 8 to 10 minutes long. The 
sitting raven did not noticeably react to Turkey Vultures (Calhar~es  aura) that 
flew above the nest site. During one of the raven's absences from t h c  nest. a 
Canada Gonse ( B r a m n  canadensis) landed on a grassy ledge about 7 rn from 
the nest. While the goose was foraging on the ridge. a raven returned to the  
nest. The raven stood on the nest for about a minute before i t  sat on the nest to 
incubate eggs or hrood young. While the raven was  on the nest, the Canada 
goose stood motionless, perhaps stressed by the raven's presence. 

4 April, 1645 to 1728. The raven pair flew towards the nest site and perched 
on the ledge to the side of the nest. The lead raven carried unidentifiable 
food, some of which i t  ate. It then hopped to a rock crevice and drank water 
from i t .  The second raven hopped to the food and ate i t .  

5 April, 1300 to 1400. I broadcast recorded calls of a raven to observe 
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the response of the raven pair. Because of the noise of the river, the ravens  
probably could not hear the broadcast calls and I observed no changes in their 
behavior. 

11 April. Four nestlings were visible in the nest. 
23 April. Three o r  four young were visible in the nest. The nesll~ngs were 

quite nolsy and well covered with black feathers; they still had some tufts of 
down and white feat hers in their wings. Based on their appearance, I assumed 
they were about four weeks old. 

1 May, 1330 l o  15UO. Four nestlings were visible in the nest. All still 
contained white i n  their wings, but they lacked most of the down. While a 
parent raven was perched near the nest, a Red-tailed Hawk f lew towards the 
nest. The raven flew from the ledge croaking loudly and dived at and chased 
the hawk. The raven continued chasing the hawk, while croaking loudly, until 
they disappeared around (he side of the cliff. 

7 May, 1530 to 1553. Because of pouring rain. visibility was poor. I saw 
an adulr raven perched on a ledge below and to the side of  the nest, bur was 
unable to determine whether nestlings were present. 

8 May,  1021 to 1230. No nestlings were visible, and I saw no sign of  
fledglings. Both adults were in the arca and perched i n  trees near the nesl site. 
1 did not see the adults carrying food. 

20 June. I did not s ee  any ravens in the vicinity of the nest. 

DISCUSSION 
According to the late, local egg collector Robert Lyle, "You can always find 

a full clutch of eggs in a raven's nest on St. Patrick's Day [ 17 March]." Wil- 
liams (1980) reported a nest with seven eggs, probably a full clurch, on 9 
March 1974 in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, and Hooper (1977) 
reported that most Virginia nests had eggs by 8 March. Stiehl (1985) f o u n d  
that ravens begin nesting in ear ly  March in Oregon. 

Davis and Davis ( 1  986) reported the incuhation period of Common Ravens 
to he from 17 to 2 1 days. StiehlI1985) reported an average incubation time of  
20.9 days (n=36) in Oregon. No comparable information is available from the 
southern Appalachians. Ravens begin incubating before the last egg is laid 
and the eggs hatch over the period of a few days (Ra~ci i f fe  1997). 

Davis and Davis (1  986) and T h o m a s  (1993) observed that young ravens 
were wel l  fea~hered at four weeks old but continued to develop their fea~hers 
for two more weeks. Nestling ravens tend no[ to f ledge a t  one time due to 
sibling differences in development and asynchronous hatching (Ratcliffe 1997). 
A brood of four may take three to four days ro fledge. The average age at  
which nestlings fledge was given as  41 days by Stiehl (1985), and as 45 days 
both by Davis and D a v i s  (1986)  and by Thomas (1993). Darn (1972) found a 
nestling period of 30 to 45 days in Wyoming. Hooper (1977) noted that nest- 
lings fledged in late April and early May i n  Virginia. After fledging, the 
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family gradua l ly  moves farther and far ther  a w a y  from the neTt (Ratcliffe 
1997). 

I assume the nestlings at Devi 1's Looking Glass Fledged on 4 May, midway 
between my last observations uf the nestling5 and my next nest visit. Us ing  a 
20-day incubation period and a 40-day nestling period, a full clutch would 
have been completed on 5 March. The eggs would have hatched on or about 
25 March.  

I observed interac~ions of  ravens with other species of birds throughout my 
study. Turkey Vultures were seen soaring above the raven nest without ha- 
rassment from the nesting ravens. Ravens h a v e  been observed mobbing Tur- 
key Vullures near a raven nest in Rocky Fork, Unicoi roun ty  (Michael Welsh, 
pers,  comm.) .  On 1 May, one of the adult ravens at the Devil's Looking Glass 
nest attacked a Red-tailed Hawk that flew close to the nest. Williams (1930) 
reported a similar occurrence in the Great Smoky Moun~ains .  Dorn (1972) 
frequent1 y observed conflicts between nesting r o m m o n  Ravens and Red-tailed 
Hawks in Wyoming. He observcd a red-tail "show interest" in a young raven 
only once; the parent ravens immediately attacked and drove the hawk away. I 
frequently saw American Crows near the nest site, but did not observe a n y  
interactions between crows and ravens. This i s  in contrast to previous obser- 
vations in which I saw t w o  crows mob a raven at the American Limestonc 
Quarry in Fairvicw, Sullivan County on 5 April 1998. 1 have also observed 
American Crows mob in response to broadcast raven vocalizations. Haven 
calls were broadcast near an active raven nest in Wa~auga,  Carter County on 
11 April 1988. One raven, which I assume was  the male, flew 10 a nearby 
perch a n d  called aggressively soon after the broadcast began. 
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AN OBSERVATION OF A 
WHITE-THROATED SPARROW 

EXHIBITING PARTIAL ALBINISM 

THOMAS BROOKS 
Department of Biological Sciences and 

University of Arkansas 
Center for Advanced Spatial Technologies 

12 Ozark Hall 
Fayetteville AR 72701 

GREG ANDERSON AND ROLAND KAYS 
University of Tennessee 

Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, 
569 Dabney Hall, 

Knoxville. TN 37996-1610 

A partially albinistic White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis) was 
observed at 1830 on 21st April 1994, near Second Creek on the University of 
Tennessee Campus, Kno~v i l l e ,  TN. The bird appeared to be lacking normal 
melanin pigmentation in its head feathers, but there was no sign of abnormal 
coloration elsewhere in the bird's plumage. The bird was moving aclively 
through shady scrub overhung with large trees along the creek, and was ac- 
companied by a loose flock of about 8 other normally-plumaged 2. albicollis. 
I t  was observed for 10 minutes in total, preening and sitting in low bushes and 
the lower branches of the overhanging tress, between 3 and 8 m above the 
water. It did not call. 

A physical description of the bird was as follows: 
Structure: Fairly large and bulky sparrow. Compact, large-headed, quite 

long-tailed and relatively short-winged. Identical build and posture ro other 
accompanying 2. olbicollis. Bare parts: Legs pink, eye black, bill dark grey. 

Upperparts: Tail dark greyish-brown. Remiges brown with buffy 
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fringes,obvious off-white greater and median covert wing-bars. Distinct buff 
and dark-brown scapular and dorsal lines. Upperparts not distinct from other 
2. nlbicollis. 

Underparts: Fairly un i fo rm pale grey with dark streaking on breast a n d  
flanks, again not distinct from other 2, albicollis. 

HeadlStriking uniform white, including the entire nape and throat. Strong 
yellow loral spot as normal 2. albicollis. Two broken lateral crown-stripes 
formed o f  uneven black spots, running from the central dorsal lines across 
over the lores to the fore-crown,  where the spots were least distinct. Very in- 
distinct black malar stripes, also formed of tiny, uneven black spots. 

There is no recent synthesis of albinism in  North American birds, but Grass 
( 1  965) compiled records of 1,847 individual observations of albinism in birds 
of 304 species. These totals included 296 individuals of 42 species of 
Fringillidae. of which 15 individuals were Z. olbicollis. Gross ( 1965) argues 
that sedentary species and social breeders are particularly prone to albinism, 
due  to the higher incidence of inbreeding in these groups, but Z. albicollis 
falls into neither of these groups. The species does, however .  exhibit peculiar 
polymorphism in  the colour of the crown-stripes ("tan-striped" and "white- 
striped") in  breeding plumage (Atkinson and Ralph 1980), which could con- 
ceivably lead to the occurrance of albinism i n  occasional individuals. The 
bird w a s  not observed on subsequent visits to [he site, and indeed. overall 
numbers of Z. nlbicollis o n  Second Creek declined sharply in late April. 
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LATE RED PHALAROPE 
AT CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE 

KEVIN CALIIOON 
1185 Mountain Creek Rd. 
Chattanooga, TN 37405 

On 16 February 1998, while birding at the Brainerd Levee, Hamillon County, 
I observed a basic plumagcd adult Red Phalarope (Phalaropus/Illicario) in 
the shallow lake behind Boyd Buchanan school. I t  was seen as close as 30 m 
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as i t  s w a m  back and forth across the length of the lake. Elite 10 x 40 binocu- 
lars and a Kowa TSN-2 spotting scope with a 20-60x eyepiece were used to 
observe the bird. Eightccn observers noted all field marks between 1400 
and1600 EST, and several identifying photographs were also taken. A short 
(same length as head) thick bill, an unstreaked gray back and a strong white 
wing stripe seen i n  flight, separated this bird from the other t w o  species of 
phalaropes. 

This species is considered extremely rare i n  Tennessee and i s  usually found 
later in the year than the other phalaropes (Robinson 1990). Of the 20 records, 
I8  have occurred between 14 Augus~ and 17 December. The latest stare record 
published in  The Migra111 is a dead bird found on 17 December 1944, Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park CBC (MIG 15:73), This 16 February 1998 
sighting is one of only two records outside of this time frame. The other is a 
questionable sighting of four on 28 April 1963, Greeneville SBC (MIG 34:3 1). 
The details were unconvincing and inconsistent with the plumage For a Red 
Phalarope (Robinson 1990). The table below lists the 18 known Tennessee 
records between 14 August and 17 December by month and year (both pub- 
lished and unpublished). All records are of one or two birds: 

Table 1. Known Tennessee records of the Red Phalarope between 14 August 
and 17 December. Relevant references are listed under "References." 

AUGUST 
Ensley Bottoms 14/8/1993] 
Radnor Lake 3 1/81 1994 
Rankin Bottoms 23/81 199g2 

OCTOBER 
Radnor L.  6/10/1984 
Old Hickory L. 261 1011986 
Paris Landing SP 25/1011987 

SEPTEMBER 
Rush Lake 24-29/9/1964 
Cove Lake 20-2 11911 970 
Percy Priest L. 26/9/1970 
Island 13, Miss. R.  16/9/1991 
Ensley Bottoms 191911993l 

NOVEMBER 
Maryville 2911 111959 
Bucna Vista Marsh 8/11/1972 
Fall Creek Falls SP 1/11/1985 
Dekal b County 2011 111994 

DECEMBER 
Great Smoky Mts. NP 17/12/1944 
Wood Reservoir 4/12/1965 
Savannah Bay 12-13/12/1967 

I lerf Wilson, 1999, Personal Cornmunica~ion. 
2 Rick Knight. Season Repon, M i ~ r a n f  1998 69(4). in press. 
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MINUTES OF THE 1998 FALL MEETING 
TENNESSEE ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

OCTOBER 3 1, 1998 

The 1:all meeting of the Tennessee OrnirhoIogical Society (TOS) was held 
on October 30-November 01, 1998 at Paris Landing Stale Park near Paris, 
Tennessee. 'l'he Memphis chapter of  TDS served as the host chapter. Several 
field trips were held at various birding sites around the park location. 

The Directors Meeting was called to order at 4:30 pm by President Susan 
McWhirter. 

Secre~ary  Knox Martin reported that a quorum was present. 
A motion to accept the minutes of the Spring, 1998 meeting was made by Linda 

Northrop and  seconded by Martha Waldron. It was passed by a unanimous vote. 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
West Tennessee Vice President - Bob Ford - No report 
Middle Tennessee Vice President - Hazel Cassel - No report 
East Tennessee Vice President - Ron Hoff - No report 

DIRECTORS AT LARGE 
W c s ~  Tennessee - Donna Ward reported that Nancy Moore of Backyard Birds 

Bed & Breakfast at Reelfoot Lake reported that eight pairs of Bald Eagles 
nested a l  Reelfoot Lake in 1998. There was also an increase i n  the number of 
White Pelicans observed i n  August of 1998. Virginia Lamb of  Dyersburg stated 
that she had not observed a Wood Thrush at her farm i n  several years but the 
species was present during September of 1998. 

Middle Tennessee - Morris Williams - No report 
East Tennessee - David Hassler - No report 
Treasurer's Report- David Trently presented the Treasurer's report. TOS 

state membership currently stands at 776 members in 12 chapters. The Jackson 
chapter has been disbanded since the last meeting. 

Curator's Report - r h u c k  Nicholson rcported that Mac McWhirter was 
currently keeping all t h e  back issues of The Migrant .  He is trying to give them 
away to libraries or universities that might want a set. If you know of a place 
looking for a cornple~e rup see Chuck or Mac. 

Nominating Committee - Chuck Nicholson reported that Chris Sloan is 
the new President-elect of TOS. The remainder of the slate of officers will he 
introduced at the M a y  meeting. At that time nominations wil l  also be taken 
from the floor. See Chuck, Carolyn Bulluck or Mary  Zimmerman i f  you  would 
like to volunleer for a post as an officer. 

Editor of The Migrant - Dev Joslin reported good progress on The Mi- 
grant. Both the 1995 and 1995 annual issues are out and the 1996 proofs are 



TOS FALL MINUTES 

ready.  The 1996 issue should be in  the  mail w~thin  the m o n t h .  Special thanks  
go to all those individuals who helped get this project caught up,  includinp 
Susan McWhirter, Martha Waldron, Carolyn Bullock, Richard Lewis, and oth- 
ers. It looks l i k e  all the funds that were set aside For printing are used up.  
Howevel-, Susan McWhirter reported that the interest received from the TOS 
Endowment held by Massachusetts Mutual should cover the cost of printing 
and there will be no need for an increase in dues. There is also the pussibility u f  
changing printers to save money, but David Pitts po~nred out that the current printer 
does excellent work and this should be kept in mind before a change is made. 
Chuck Nicholson also asked ~f any member could do layout work. Money could 
be saved i f  the layout work was done by TOS instead of the printer. 

The count from Spring of 1995 has been lost. Ifany member still has thc infor- 
mation frum this count please give Figures to Martha Waldron or Susan McWhirter. 
Each chapter should review their records for anylhing on this count. 

Finance Committee - No report 
Project Funding - Bob Hatcher reported on the current status of  the Katherine 

Goodpasrure Award given out hy the Nashville TOS chapter. The award is given 
out yearly 10 support work being done in the field of ornithology. Awards are 
currently $500 which is an increase from the $300 awarded in 1997. Guidelines 
are available and award winners will be notified by March 15th so they can begin 
their work as soon as possible. They will also recelve 75% of their grant funds 
immediately with the balance available after a progress report i s  given tu the com- 
mittee. These guidelines will be available on the TOS website as well as in Tlzr. 
Migmnt .  

APPOINTED COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Bird Records Committee - Dick Preston rcported that two records had been 

completed (White-tailed Tropicbird and European Tree Sparrow) and three more 
were almost ready to be mailed o u t  to committee members. The committee is 
working on several projects including revising the state bird list, working on cvdes 
for each state species, publishing a "rare bird form" to be printed in The Mi,qranr. 
and putting out a list of the basic guidelines for submitting a report. The cornrnit- 
tee would also like to publish a clear hreakdown of reasons why submissions are 
rejected. Members nced to send in older records and thcse records need to be 
formatted to get a clear picture of what species of birds are in the state. A valid 
state list is top priority. Also 1st. 2nd, and 3rd records for all state birds. 

Conservation - No report 
Collateral Materials - Carolyn Bullock reported t h a t  the new TOS decals 

are now available for $3 each or  10 for $2.50 each. TOS patches are also 
available for $2.50 each. She gave Treasurer David Trently $7.40 raised from 
the sale of patches and $42 raised from the sale of decals. 

Partners in Flight - Bob Hatcher reported that he had several Partners in  
Flight posters available for sale. Sec him or Bob Ford for details. 
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Technology - No report 
Tennessee Warbler - Editor Theresa Irion reported t h a ~  articles are still needed 

for future issues. There are still a few days  left before the  deadline for the 
December issue. The deadline for the April issue is the last week of February. 

OLD BUSINESS 
Dev Joslin reported on  the stalus of the birding trip 10 the Dominican Re- 

public. Due to severe hurricane damage the status of the trip is unknown.  It 
really depends on the amount of damage done to the island. Dev will pass 
along any new information as it becomes known. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Three TOS members have passed away since [he last state meeting. Ann 

Tarbell, Jim Finney.  and Joe Iiowell, who was a retired Proressor of Zoology 
a t  the University of Tennessee, all will be missed. 

The Winter TOS meet ing will be held at McMinnville on February 5th  through 
February 7th. Headquarters will be at the Shoney's I n n .  Field trips are planned 
to Rock Island Stale Park, Bone Cave Natural Cave, and Bird Ridge. 

The Spring TOS meeting will be held a t  Reel foot Lake State Park with the 
Memphis chapter act ing as host chapter. Registratinn is $20. Forms will be 
ava i l ab le  in the December "Warbler". Headquarters will be at Air Park. A 
number of birding trips are planned. See Memphis TOS Chapter President 
Dick Preston for details. 

TOS member Polly Rooker gave a report on the toad and frog monitoring 
program started three years ago by the Tennessee Heritage Fund. The Fund is 
now out  of funds and t h e  only way for the program to continue is For i t  to be 
taken over by !he Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA). Polly is a 
TWRA agent as is Nashvillechapter member Bob Hatcher. They are planning 
to submit a request to TWRA Chairman Gary Myers ti) have TWRA take over 
the program and also fund a new position so a member of the program can 
give programs around the stateas well as train new volunteers. Yt is hoped that 
will all the data collected by volunteers across the state the program will have 
some answers as to the reasons for the decline in numbers of toads and frogs, 
the value of wetlands in Tennessee, and the current stalus of frog and toad 
populations in the state. A motion was made from the floor by Polly request- 
ing TOS to send a letter of support for this program to Gary Myers. The vole 
by the members to scnd the letter was unanimous. 

Martha Waldron reported that TOS members George Mayfield was orga- 
nizing a foray in  Grundy County near Bersheba Sprrngs on May 28th, 29th, 
and 30th. Contact George if you plan to attend. 

David Trently reminded members of the TOS birding trip to South Carolina. 
Trips are planned to Santee NWR as well as Charleston. See David for details. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Knox Martin, Secretary 



C'ONSTITUTION 
OF THE 

TENNESSEE ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

Organized October 7, 19 15 
A s  An~er~ded  M a y  3, 1998 

ARTICLE I - NAMES AND PURPOSES 
This organization shall be called the Tennessee Ornithological Society. 
The purposes of th is  Society shaIl be to promote the science of ornithology 

in Tennessee, to publish the results of its investigations, to stand for the  pas- 
sage a n d  enforcemen1 of wise a n d  judicious laws for bird protection, and to 
promote bird study and protection by any other means that may from t ime to 
time be deemed advisable. 

ARTICLE I 1  - MEMBERSHIP 
The membership shall consist of  Active, Family, Sustaining, Life, Honor- 

ary, and Student Members, actively engaged in the study of ornithology in 
Tennessee or otherwise interested in  the bird lifc of Tennessee. 

Family Memberships are available for couples, or parents and their chil- 
dren under 18 years of age. 

Any person of eminence in ornithology, or  of outstanding merit In the Ten- 
nessee Ornithological Society may be elected as Honorary Member. Honor- 
ary Members may be elected only by a unanimous vote of the Board of Direc- 
tors present a n d  candidates' names must be presenred to the Society at least 
three months prior to election. Such election shall be for life. 

A Student Member shall be a student enrolled in grades one through twelve. 
The Board of Directors i s  empowered to drop any member for sufficient 

cause by a vote of two-thirds of the voting members present. 

ARTICLE I11 - DUES 
The annual dues for each class of membership shall be as  set forth in the 

Bylaws. 
No initiation fee shall be required. New members shall pay a year's dues in 

advance upon acceptance. All dues thereafter shall be payable i n  advance, as 
o f  January  1 .  

Any member in arrears for dues one year is automarically dropped from the 
rolls. Such person may  be reinstated by paying current dues. 

ARTICLE IV - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
All business and  property of the Society shall be managed by a Board of 

Directors to be elected by the membership of the Society, togethcr with the 
President who shal l  be ex officio Ilirector. 
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There shall be elected from each chapter a Director for each ten members 
or major part thereof. No chapter shall have the right to elect more than five 
members to this board. Each Director shall serve for two years or until a 
successor is elected. Chapters wilh more than one Director shall elect, as 
nearly as possible, one-half of  its Directors cach year. 

In addition to the Dirccrors elected by the chapters, three Directors from 
the State at large shall be nominated by the Board or Directors and submirtcd 
to the annual meeting for election, but any member may exercise the privilege 
o f  nomination to the Board of Directors at this annual meeting. 

The Board of Directors shall have chargc of all funds raised for endow- 
ment. The annual dues of the members shall be used for the current expenses 
of the Society, but only thc income from the endowment runds may be used for 
this purpose. The principal of endowment funds shall remain intact from year 
to year. The Board of Directors shall appoint a Finance Comm~ttee  and may 
appoint other such committees as  they deem necessary for raising endowments 
or  for uther matters relating to finances. The personnel of these cornmiltees 
s h a l l  be selected by the Board of Directors prior to the annual meeting. 

ARTICLE V - OFFICERS 
The Officers of  this Socieiy shall be a President, a Vice-President for 

each Grand Division of the State, a Secretary, a Treasurer, a Curator, an Edi- 
tor, and a Presidenl-Elec~. These ofricers shall serve for a period of two 
years, except the President-Elect who will serve for one year only before 
assuming the office of President. Upon action of the report of the Nominat- 
ing Committee, a slate of officers shall be proposed by the Board of  Direc- 
tors and submitled to the Soc ie~y  a l  its annual meeting, but any member shall 
have the right to put in nomination the name of a n y  other members from the 
floor. The ierm of the offices shall begin at the end of the business meeting 
a t  which they are elected. The retiring Treasurer and Secretary shall prepare 
and turn over their records to their successor within thirty days. Officers 
other than  the President have no vote on the Board of Directors unless also 
an elected Direcror. 

Vacancy in any office shall be filled by the Board of Directors, except in the 
off ice of the President. In that case, the Vice-President from the Division in 
which the President had membership shall succeed. 

The President shall have general supervision of the affairs of the Society 
a n d  shall preside at its meetings. The President shall be Chairman ex officio 
of the Board of Directors. The Chairman is expected to arrange by correspon- 
dence some weeks in advance the agenda for the meetings of the Board. 

The Vice-Presidents shall give any assistance the President may solicit from 
them. The Vice-President from the Division in which the President has mem- 
bership shall act in the President's abscnce. 
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The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the meetings, atlend to official cor- 
respondence, prepare notices of meetings, and work to create interest in [he 
activities of the Society. 

The Treasurer shall collect the dues from all members and receive a n y  other 
funds that may come to the Society; give attention to maintaining a n d  increas- 
ing the membership; pay all  bills upon their approval by the President; present 
to the Society a n  annual statement, as of the last day of the month preceding 
the annual meeting, of all receipts and expenditures. Upon its audit by the 
Finance Committee, this statement shall be filed wrth the Secretary. The Trea- 
surer shall submit semi-annual repnrts to the Board of Directors. 

The Curator shall have charge of all specimens that may come into the pos- 
session of the Society and shall he the keeper of al! literature, field records, 
papers and the like that may come into the possession of the Society. 

The Editor shall secure and prepare, with the aid of the editorial staff, suit- 
able material for publication in the Society's quarterly, THE MIGRANT, and 
arrange for the printing and mailing of same. 

The President-Elect shall not be an officer of the Board of Directors and 
shall have no voting voice in that body, unless serving in some other capacity. 
'The President-Elect should attend the meetings of the Board of Directors, be- 
come acquainted with the business of the Society, and attend all meetings. 

ARTICLE VI. - COMMITTEES 
A Nominating Committee shall be appointed by the President prior to the end 

of the calendar year in which the new President assumes office. Said committee 
shall serve for a period of two years or until the next President takes office. 

It shall be the duty of this committee to propose to the Board o f  Directors at 
the annual meeting in years of even date a President-Elect, to take office as 
President the  following year, and in years of odd date to propose to the Board 
a complete slate of officers. The President-Elect shall be chosen from that 
Division of the State whose turn it will be to receive the presidency for a full 
two-year term. Nominations from the floor for any office may be made at the 
annual meeting. 

The Finance Committee. appointed by the Board of Directors, upon recom- 
mendation of the President, shall consist of five members, of which number 
the Treasurer and the Chairman of the Endowment Committee, if  there be one, 
shall be members ex officio. 

The Committee shall make an annual audit of the books and records of the 
Treasurer, including a physical count of such assets as are disclosed thereby, and 
at such other times as requested by the President. Such special request is to be 
approved by the Board of Directors. Said annual examination and audit shall be 
made at such time as will accurately disclose the condition of the Treasurer's 
books and records as of the end of an operating or frscal year. A report of same is 
to be furnished the President prior to the annual meeting. The Chairman of the 
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Finance Committee shall report at the annual meeting on the audit taken. 
The Cornmiltee shall review and evaluate annually the intended purpose, 

nature and then current use, o f  any and al l  endowment funds. A report of such 
review shall  be made i n  wr i t ing  to the President. 

The Committee shall advise thc Treasurer at such times as it deems appropriate 
on the transfer of cash funds from a check~ng to a savings account in a banking 
corporation or a Federal savings and loan association. The savings balance to be 
carried i n  any single institution is not to exceed the amount of deposit insured. 

The Cc~rnrnittee shall recommend to the President the establishment, main- 
tenance, or termination, o f  any so-called "special funds" as may exist, whether 
active or inactive. 

An Executive Committee composed o f  the President, President-Elect, Trea- 
surer, Secretary and the three Vice presidents shall handle routine or extraor- 
dinary business thal need nor o r  cannot come before the entire Board of Direc-  
tors due to t ime constraints. A l l  actions o f  the committee shall be reported to  
the Board of Directors a t  its next meeting. 

No  member shall serve as Chairman of more than one Standing Committee. 
The  President shall make every effort to name a broad representation f rom the 
membership to a l l  committees. 

The Tennessee B i r d  Records Comrnittec shall be a Standing Committee. 
Members shall be appointed by the President. Procedures of this Committee 
shall be approved by the Board o f  Directors. 

ARTICLE V11- MEETINGS A N D  QUORUM 
The Society shall hold an annual meeting each Spring. A fa l l  meeting may 

also be arranged at such t ime and place as the Board o f  Directors may decide. 
Special meetings may be held upon the call of the President after consulting 

with members o f  the Board of  D i rec~ors .  
Fifteen Vot ing Members shall constitute a quorum for thc transaction of 

business. Vot ing Members are defined as Active, Sustaining, Life, Honorary 
and Family Memberships. which shall have one vote. The aff irmative vote o f  
a m a j o r i ~ y  of the Voting Members present at any regular meeting shall suff ice 
for the passage o f  any matter except tha t  given in Art ic le 1X. 

A quorum of the Board  of Directors shall be at least nine Directors presenr 
i n  person or represented by proxies in writing. A t  least six o f  s a i d  nine mem- 
bers shall  be present and vote i n  person. The President shall request p r i~x ies  
For each meeting. The affirmative vote of a majority o f  the Directors present 
at any regular meeting shall suffice for the passage of any matter exccpt that 
g iven i n  Art icles 11, IX, X and XI  

The rules contained i n  the current edit ion o f  Roberts Rules of Order Newly 
Revised shall govern the Society i n  a l l  cases to wh ich  they are applicable and 
i n  which they are not  inconsisten1 w i l h  this Constitut ion and By laws and any 
special rules of order the Society may adopt. 
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ARTCLE VIII - CHAPTERS 
J.ocal chapters may be established at a n y  point i n  the State where there I S  

sufficien~ interest and proper leadership. I\ Chap~er ,  to be recognized as such, 
must maintain a membel-ship of ten or more in good standing in the Society. 

The meetings of such chapters may be conducted a s  nutlined for tbe society 
as  a whole ,  or they may esrablish their own rules of procedure. They shall 
elect their own local officers. 

Dues for local chapters shall conform to those prescribed i n  Article 111, Sec, I .  
They shall be collected by the local treasurer and sent to the State Treasurer. 

The organization of  local chapters is encouraged by the Sociely. 'Those 
who enroll in local chapters shall be members of the Society and are expected 
to support the statewide work of the Society. 

ARTICLE XX - AMENDMENTS 
Any Voting member may propose an amendment to the Constitution by no- 

t i fy  ing all officers, Directors, local chapter presidents and secretaries of the 
proposed changes in writing by first class mail,  thirty days befnre a meeting of 
the Board of Directors or by publication in the Society's newsletter thirty days 
prior to the Annual Meeting. 

The Presidenl shall present the proposed amendment to the meeting of the 
Board of Directors, w h o  may. by two-thirds vote, accept, reject, or revise. in 
whole or in part, the proposed change. If  accepted as presented or revised, the 
Board uf Directors shall, through the President, present the resulting proposal 
to the following regular meeting of the membersh~p. If rejected, the propo- 
nent may  present the proposal to the membership. provtding the foregoing 
notification requirement has been met, In  either case, the proposal would 
become an amendment to the Constitution if approved by two-thirds of the 
Voting Members present at the regular meeting. 

ARTICLE X - BYLAWS 
The Board of Directors may adopt such Bylaws For the government of the 

Society as may be necessary provided they d o  not contravene any part o f  the 
Constitution. Bylaws or amendments thereto must be supported by a ~ w o -  
thirds vote. The subject matter for such By laws shall be submitted in writing 
thirty d a y s  before a meeting of the Board of Directors to all directors and to 
local chapters' presidents and secretaries or by publication in the Society's 
newsletter thirty days prior to the Annual Meeting. Failing such submission, 
adoption must be by unanimous vote of  !hose present. 

ARTICLE XI - DISSOLUTION 
Nincty days prior to the annual or special meeting at which action to dis- 

solve is to be voted on, the Secretary of  the Society shall notify by first class 
mail the three Vice-Presidents, the Directors from the State-at-large, and 
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the president of each chapter whose responsibility I t  will be to notify all Di- 
rectors represenling that chap~er.  

The Board of Directors, by  a two-thirds voLe of those present, may adopt a 
proposal to dissolve rhe Society. 

A simple majority of \he votes of members present at the meeting i s  re- 
quired to approve the proposal dissolving the Society, 

Asseis of the Society are to be distri buled to an organization which quali- 
fies as a tax exempt organization under Section 501 (c) (3) of the 1954 Inter- 
nal Revenue Code, as amended. 

BYLAWS 
of the 

TENNESSEE ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

DUES 
The annual dues to be paid 10 the Tennessee Ornithological Society by each 

member sha l l  be as follows: 
Active Member, $10.00; Sustaining Member, $20.90; Student Member, $5.00 
A Family Membership shall pay annua l  dues to the Society of $12.00 and 

shall receive one copy of each issue of The Migrant. 
A member may become a Life Member by a single payment of $200.00 to 

the Society's endowment fund or by four consecutive annual payments of $50.00 
each. The member is to pay only the total amount due for Life Membership ar 
the time of the first payment. 

Libraries and similar subscribers shall pay $15.00 per year. 
Honorary Members shal l  not be liable for dues. 
Local chapters may add to the dues of members whatever is  necessary to 

cover the expenses of the local chapter. 
All members and subscribers shall receive The Migrant. No member who has 

failed to pay his dues by April shall receive any issue of The Migrant beyond the 
March issue, until such dues are paid. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep 
the Secretary up-to-date on the membership in good standing. 

The Tentzessee Warblershall be the official newsletter of the Society. Therc 
shall be at least 2 issues published each calendar year. A copy shall be sent lo 
all members in good standing. An issue of The Tennessee Warbler shall be 
mailed at least thirty days before the Annual Meeting and shall contain a sched- 
ule of events, a proposed agenda for the meetings and proposed amendments 
to the Constitution and Bylaws. The editor of Thp Tennessee Warbler shall be 
appointed by the President. 

(The charter of the TENNESSEE ORNJTHOLOCIAL SOCIETY was 
granted by the State ofTennessee, December 14, 1938, and recording on Page 
281 of the Corporalion Record Book, MisccIlaneous U. Nn 10656.) 



The Migrant, 69(3): 143-158, 1998. 

1998 SPRING FIELD DAYS 

Spring counts were conducted in 14 locations across the slate with dates 
ranging from 24 April lo 9 May. Birders identified 223 species and a total of 
72,844 individuals on count days plus an additional 2 species found only dur- 
ing count week (Table 1). Forty species were found on only one count while 
19, 14, and 8 species were found on two, three, or four counts, respectively. 
The NashviIle count recorded the highest species total with 171, partly due to 
an impressive run of warblers and vireos. The Elizabethton, Shelby Co., and 
Nashville counts had the most participants with 35, 32, and 31. Leve l  of ef- 
fort varied considerably among counts with Hamilton Co. accounting for the 
most party hours and party miles (Table 1). Hamillon Co., Knox To., and 
Nashville birders covered the most party miles on foot. 

Species of note included Horned Grebe, Leas1 Bittern, Glossy Ibis, Rough- 
legged Hawk, King and Virginia Rail, Black-necked Stilt, Willet, Upland Sand- 
piper, Baird's Sandpiper, Wilson's Phalarope, Common and Black Tern, Eur- 
asian Collared-dove, Barn Owl, Olive-sided and Least Flycatcher, Brown- 
headed Nuthatch; Bewick's, Winter, and Sedge Wren; Gray-cheeked Thrush, 
Hermit, and possible Bicknell's thrush; American Pipit, Philadelphia Vireo; 
Golden-winged, Orange-crowned, Black-throated Blue, Swainson's. Connecti- 
cut, Mourning, Wilson's, and Canada Warbler; Painled Bunting; and 
Bachman's, American Tree, Vesper, Lark, Henslow's, and Fox Sparrow. 11 
was a good year for wa~erbirds with 11 wader species. 13 ducks, 4 rails, 19 
shorebirds, and 4 terns. Thirty-seven warbler species and 16 sparrow species 
were observed. Purple Finch, Pine Siskin, Evening Grosbeak, and Red-breasted 
Nuthatch were each found on three or more counts. 

Many of  the spring counts were conducted in  conjunction with the North 
American Migratory Bird Day counts on 9 May. Results from these counts are 
reported here as well as in Hoff and Joslin (1998). TOS has been conducting 
annual Spring Counts in  the current format since 1946, resulting in a signifi- 
cant database for some counrs. While i t  is sometimes difficult to mount more 
than one serious field efforl i n  a season, chaprers with a long history of Spring 
Counts at the end of April should consider conrinuing their usual Spring Counts 
in addition lo participaling in  the May NAMBD count. Trends of species and 
numbers o f  individuals could be influenced dramatically by a sh i f~  in  counl 
date. 

CLARKSVILLE. 9 May 1998. Temp. 58-75 F; clear to partly cloudy with 
light rain in  afternoon; wind SE 0- 10 mph. Twelve observers in 6 parties put 
in 656 party miles and 95 party hours in the field. Sixteen observers watched 
for birds at feeders. 135 species; 7457 individuals. Highlights included Bald 
Eagle, King Rail, Wilson's Phalarope, Black-billed Cuckoo, Least Flycatcher, 
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Gray-c heeked Thrush, Hermit Thrush, Loggerhead Shrike, Dickcissel, Ameri- 
can Tree Sparrow, and Bobolink. Participants: Joe Allen, Suva Bastin, An- 
gela and Phil Crouch, Danielle Evans. Mike Filson; Andrew, Joe, and Mat- 
thew Hall; Debbie and Steve Hamilton, Rita Harker, K e n  Haskins, Annie 
Heilman,  Mary Hosler, Nancy Hughes, Thurs~on Lee. Ann Lowe, W.G. Lyle, 
Gloria (compiler: 861 Vaughn Rd ,  Clarksville, T N  37043) and  William 
Mi lliken. Evelyn Nixon. Sallie Noel, Joe and Sally Schiller, Andy Warren, 
Barbara Wilbur, and Stanley York. 

COLUMBIA. 24-25 April 1998. Ten observers participated i n  the Uolum- 
bia count, locating 133 species and 6889 individuals. H~ghlights: American 
Bittern, J.ittle Blue Heron, Gadwall, Canvasback. Northern Harrier, Upland 
Sandpiper, Hermit Thrush, and Swainson's Warbler. Participants: Jan and Rob 
Brown,  Tom Edwards, William Jernigan, Allyn Lay,  Anne and Bedford 
Lochridge, Mary Lyles, Cleo and Georpe R.  May field (cornp~ler: 999 Sunnyside 
Dr., Columbia, T N  38401). and Ingrid S h a p ~ r o .  

ELIZABETHTON. 25 April 1998. Thirty-five birders in 8 parties from 
throughout Northeast Tennessee spent 85 party hours (including ow ling) con- 
ducting the spring bird count i n  Carter County and the adjacent counties of 
Unico, Johnson, Washington and Su l l ivan .  135 species; 6010 individuals. 
Snme of the better finds included Horned Grebe, Great Egret, Northern Shov- 
eler, Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead, Red-breasted Merganser, Bald Eagle. North- 
ern Harrier. Sora, B a r n  Owl. Red-headed Woodpecker, Brown Creeper, Win- 
ter Wren, Marsh Wren, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Vesper Sparrow, Red-breastcd 
Nuthatch, Purple Finch, Pine Siskin and Evenlng Grosbeak. Participants: Fred 
Alsop, Sarah Bates, Rob Biller, Janet Brown; Amber, Emily. and Jennifer 
Burkey;  Wallace Coffey, Tess Curnbie, Gilbert Derouen, Jon Dice, Martha 
Dillenheck. Mary Jane Erwin, Jacki Hinshaw, Reese Jamerson. Kimberly 
Jenkins, Hrian Jones, Howard Langridge, Amanda Martin, Joe McGuiness, 
Charles Moore, Julia Morgan, Judy Musick, Marie Price, Andre Richmnnd, 
Rachel Kiddel, Judy Roach, John and Lorie Shumate, Bryan Stevens, Kristi 
Tipton, Allen Trently, L.ezlie Turner, Frank Ward, and M i k e  Welch. Com- 
piler: Rick Knight ,  804 N. Hills Dr., Johnson City, TN 37604. 

FAYLTTL CO. 9 May 1998. 0645-1400. Temp. 7 1-85 F; overcast sky. 
Theresa Graham logged 7 hours including 70 miles by car and 4 miles by foot 
counting birds in Fayette Co. 64 species; 462 indivtduals. Highl~ghts in- 
cluded Common Tern and Yellow-bellled Sapsucker. 

GREENEVILLE. 25 April 1998. 0600-2030. Temp. 40-70 F; mostly s u n n y  with 
no precipitation; wind SW with gusts up to 10 mph. Fourteen observers in 
eight parties put i n  42 party hours and covered 254 party miles. I n  addition, 
four feeder watchers logged 45 hours. The count area was all of Greene County, 
but with just 18 participants, significant portions of the counly were not sur- 
veyed. 91 species; 3124 individuals, plus 20 additional species seen during 
count week. Highlights included Rough-legged Hawk, Barn Owl, Fox Sparrow, 
and Evening Grosbeak. Participanrs: Orland and Phine Brirton. Bill Foland, 
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King and Margaret Gaut, Juanita a n d  tenard  Heckart, Jim Holt (compiler: 
3 1 1  Colonial Circle. Greeneville. T N  37745), Alice Loftin, Don Miller, Velda 
Moore, Michael and Willie R u t h  Nevius, JoAnne and Larry Routlcdge, Helen 
Spees, Rob and Karen Zimmerman. 

HAMILTON CO.  9 May 1998. 0500-2020. Temp. 57-77; sky clear in 
morning, overcast in afternoon; no wind or precipitation. Twenty-eight ob- 
servers in 14 parties birded 124 parry hours and  covered 794 miles b y  car a n d  
43 miles by foot. Owling effort included 8 hrs and 83 miles. 155 species; 
9987 individuals. Highlights included American and Least Bittern, Little Blue 
Heron, Gadwall, Red-breasted Merganser, Bald Eagle, Merlin and Peregrine 
Falcon, Willet, Semipalmated and Western Sandpiper, Eurasian Collared-dove, 
Black-billed Cuckoo, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, 
Brown-headed Nuthatch (12). Sedge and Marsh Wren, Golden-winged War- 
bler, Wilson's and Canada Warbler, and Lincoln's Sparrow. Participants: 
Nelson Bennett, Kevin Cal hoon (compiler: 1 1  85 Mountain Creek Rd, Apt. 
715, Chattanooga, TN 37405), Carl a n d  Janice Chadwell, Danny Gaddy, Bill 
Haley, Doug and Geraldine Hayes, Claire Gurrion. Dennis and Gwen Harris, 
John Henderson, Bonne Johnson, Ron I-leffner, Jonnie Sue Lyons, Barbara 
and Mike McMahan, J o h n n i e  Parks, Tom Patton, John Selman. Roi and Debbie 
Shannon, Harold Sharp,  David Vogt, J i m m y  Wilkerson, Hsyden Wilson, Meg 
Whooley. and Libby Wolfe. 

HIGHLAND RIM.  24-25 April 1998. 0350- 1800. Temp. 42-75 F; clear 
and calm. Ten observers i n  5 parties put in 46 hours and covered 356 miles. 
125 species; 3290 individuals. Highlights included American Bittern, Hooded 
and Red-breasted Merganser, Northern Harrier, Eurasian Collared-dove. Sedge 
and Marsh Wren, and Bachman's and Henslow's Sparrow. Participants: Don 
Davidson, G. Estep, John Lamb, Ruth Luckado, Douglas and Crystal Malone, 
Mickey Medley, Erma Rogers (compiler: 16 1 Roscoe 1,ynn Rd., Hillsboro, 
TN 37342), P. Rooker, and S. Wakeman. 

JOHN SELLARS. 9 May 1998. 061 5- 13 15, 1500-2030. Temperature range 
60's -85 F; sunny, slight breeze. Fifteen observers In 5 parties put in 17 hours 
birding Wilson County. Seven feeder parties tallied 10 hours of watching, and 
approximately 2 hrs were spent owling. 90 species; 1869 individuals. Highlights 
included an Empidotlax flycatcher, Bank Swallow, Veery, Warbling Vireo, Purple 
Finch, and Pine Siskin. Participants: Earline and Charles Berry, Frank Crawford, 
Jane Farris, Mildred Gaston, Kay Norris, Peg & Frank Ribble, Grace Speck. 
Ramona See, Sarah Thompson, Melissa (compiler: 339 Rippy Ridge Rd 
Normandy TN 37360) and Roy  Turrentine, and Dean and Jerl Walker, 

KNOX CO. 26 April 1998. 0630-2 100. Temp. 53-75 F :  sunny with variable 
wind. Twenty-six observers in 12 parties logged 350 party miles (312 by car, 38 
on foot). 134 species (pIus 6 count week); 6421 individuals. A Yellow-crowned 
Night-heron on a nest was  possibly the first confirmed Knox Co, breeding record. 
One Palm Warbler found at UT Plant Sciences Farm was reported to be 
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"yellow" race (Dendroica palmnrurn hypochrysea). Count week birds in- 
ciuded Great Egret, Glossy Ibis, Barred Ow I ,  Common Nighthawk. Orange- 
rowned Warbler, and Black-throated Blue Warbler. Other highlights included 
American Black Duck, Ruffed Grouse, Caspian Tern, Yellow-bellied Sap- 
sucker, American Pipit, Dark-eyed Junco, and Evening Grosbeak. Part ici- 
pants: Frank Bills, Sharon Bostick, Betty Reid and Jim Campbell, Howard 
Chitwood, Dean Edwards (compiler: 52 1 E Old A . J .  Hwy, Jefferson City, TN 
37760), Tony Headrick, Ron Hoff, Susan Hoyle, Kristine Johnson, Andy 

Jones, Dev Joslin, Joel Keehler, Tony Koclla, Audrey Mayer, Dollya~in Myers, 
Charles Nicholson, Holly Overton, Truett Patterson, Laurie Pearl, Martha 
Rudolph, Boyd Sharp. Bill Sullivan, David Trently, Craig Walker. and Chris 
Welsh. 

MURFRBESBORO. 9- 10 May 1998. Temp. 65-70 F; partly cloudy and 
windy. Seventeen members of the Murfreesboro Chapter of TOS participated 
in the spring count locating 4403 individuals of 124 species. Highlights in- 
cluded Great Egret, Little Blue Heron, Northern Shoveler, Sora, Semipalmated 
Plover, White-rumped and Pectoral Sandpiper, Dunlin, Forster's Tern, Bewick's 
Wren, Loggerhead Shrike, and Lark Sparrow. Participants: Bertha Chrietzberg, 
Wilma (compiler: 3659 Wilson Overall Rd., Murfreesboro, TN 37 127) and 
Richard Hunter, Dan and Mary Ann Jackson ,  Eric Lichlworatt, David 
McCarroll, Larry and Maryediih McFarlin, John Neal, Gene and Ruth Odom, 
Robert and Pat Sanders, Wanda Stegall, Ferrell Wilson, and Terry Witt. 

NASHVILLE. 9 May 1998. 0430- 1900. Temp. 60-75 F; overcast sky with 
slight wind. Thirty-one observers i n  9 parties birded 200 miles and 22 hours by 
car and  38 miles and 48 hours on foot. In addition, 15 miles and 1.5 hours were 
spent owling, and 9 observers covered 5 feeders. 171 species: 7040 individu- 
als. Species count was the highest since 1991 and 18 more than last year. 
Count area includes Davidson and Cheatham Co., Old Hickory Lake and the 
Gallatin Steam Plant in Sumner Co., Percy Priest Lake in Rutherford Co., and 
Owl's I i i l l  Nature Center in Williamson Co. Highlights included horned grebe, 
American Bittern; Great, Snowy, and Cattle Egret; Little Blue Heron, Yellow- 
rowned Night-heron, Northern Shoveler, American Wigeon, Bald Eagle, Mer- 
lin. Virginia Rail, Semi pal mated Plover; Semipalmated, W hite-rumped, and Pec- 
toral Sandpiper: Dunlin; Caspian. Forster's, and Black Tern; Least Flycatcher, 
Sedge and Marsh Wren, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Philadelphia Vireo, Connecti- 
cu t  and Mourning Warbler, Wilson's and Canada Warbler, and Lincoln's Spar- 
row. Parricipants: Sue Ansley, David and Jan Alexander, David and Jean 
Buchanan. Hazel Cassel, Phillip Casteel, Candy Christman, Richard Connors, 
David Dortch, Jerry Drewry, Pandy English, Bonnie and Francis Fekel, Joe 
Francis, Ed and Janey Cleaves, Bob Iiatcher, Pat and Susan Hollyday, George 
and Margie Koehler, Gail and Red Lavely, Steve Lawrence. Brenda and Doug 
Leach, Diana McLusky. Sharon Monroe, Dick Newton, Polly Rooker, Jan Shaw 



1998 1998 SPRING FIELD DAYS 147 

(compiler: 5019 Timberhill Dr., Nashville, TN 3721 1 j, Chris Sloan, Joe Stone, 
Sabin Thompson, Rita Venable, and Mary Zimmerman. 

PUTNAM CO. 9 May 1998. Temp. 55-78 F; wind W 0-10 mph; parlly 
cloudy skies. Nineteen observers in 7 parties spent 78 party hours (5 1 by car, 
27 on fool) covering 524  miles (508 by car, 16 on foot) tallying Putnam Co. 
birds. In addition, 2 hours and 27 miles were devoted to owling. 130 species; 
10230 individuals. Highlights: Red-breasted Merganser was a first, bringing 
the all-time species count for the Putnam Co. Spring Count to 185. Several 
ra tharus  thrushes originally believed to be Bicknell's but ultimately recorded 
as l3icknell'slGray-cheeked could have pushed the total to 186. TWO Swainson's 
Warblers were found. Other highlights included American Woodcock and 
Lincoln's Sparrow. Fifty-one species were observed in record high numbers 
for the spring count, and 39 of these were also record highs for the county. 
Participants: Heather Bolte, Terry Campbell, Daniel Combs, Ginger Ensor, 
Dale Grandstaff, Graham Kash,  A m y  Mercer, Kenneth Morgan, Tom Roberts, 
Jeanne Schmitzer, Richard Simmers Jr., Stephen (compiler: 2675 Lakeland 
Dr., Cookeville, TN 38506) and Barbara Stedman, Alan Strong, David Sugeno, 
Robbie and Tyler Sykes, and Catherine and Winston Walden. 

SHELBY CO. 9 May 1998. 0610- 1900. Temp. 65-78 F; wind S W  5- 10 
mph. Thirty-lhree observers in  8 parties birded 25 hours and 21 miles by foot 
and 2 1.5 hours and 81 miles by car. 14 1 species: 4914 individuals. Details 
were submitted for Bewick's wren. Highlights included Great Egret, Yellow- 
crowned Night-heron, Gadwall, Ring-necked Duck. Mississippi Kite, 12 spe- 
cies of shorebirds, Caspian Tern, Black-billed Cuckoo, Olive-sided and Least 
Flycatcher, Brown Creeper, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Swainson's Warbler, Painted 
Bunting, and Lincoln's Sparrow. Participants: Charles Askew, David Blaylock, 
Cookie Blythe, Robert Browne, Carolyn Bullock, Lula Coffey; Clarice, Gor- 
don, and Philomena Cox; Judy Dorscy, Lillian Durand, Jim and Sue  Ferguson. 
Kate Gooch, Van Harris, Martha Weinemann, Margaret Jefferson, Prudence 
Katze, Knox Martin, Charles McCrary, Gerald Papachristou, George and Jeanne 
Payne, Rob Peeples, Gaynell Perry, Dick Preston, Barbara and Forrest Priddy, 
Virginia Reynolds, Martha Waldron (compiler: 1626 Yorkshire Dr., Memphis, 
TN 38 1 19), Barbara Wilson, John and Linda Zempcl. 

STEWART CO. 9 May 1998. 0550- 1330, 1540- 1640. Temp. in the 70's; 
overcast. calm, some rain. Mclinda Welton (524 1 Old Harding Rd,  Franklin, 
TN 37064) covered 65 miles (64 by car, 1 on foot) in 9.5 hours (3.5 by car, 6 
on foot), mostly in the Land Between the Lakes area of Stewart Co., turning 
up 95 species and 748 individuals. Highlights included Loggerhead Shrike, 3 
Henslow's Sparrows, and 25 warbler species. 
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THE SEASON 

Richard L. Knight, editor 

Spring: 1 March - 3 1 May 1998 

Early spring continued mild following a n  El Nino-influenced winter. How- 
ever, late March into May was generally cooler than expected, delaying some 
migrants. As a1 ways, conditions varied across the 500-mile length o f  Tennes- 
see. Highlights of this migrational season were plentiful and included some 
significant breeding reports, as  well. 

A White-winged Dove and Iceland Gull in the western coastal plain would 
represent first and second state records, respectively, pending acceptance by 
the Tennessee Bird Records Committee (TBRC). The dove was probably part 
of a large dispersal event in the southeastern U. S. Nashville still hosted the 
state's first Calliope Hummingbird, present since late autumn. Swainson's 
Hawks were reported from two regions. Numerous other rarities can be sifted 
from the regional reports, as can interesting tidbits concerning regular mi- 
grants. 

The breeding season commenced with good news. A Northern Shoveler 
brood represented the fjrst breeding evidence in the slate. A juvenile Virginia 
Rail was the first for the western region. In the east, Peregrine Falcons re- 
turned to two nest sites and a possible third nest was discovered. Searches for 
Cerulean Warbler and Henslow's Sparrow in middle Tennessee yielded e n -  
couraging counts for these two beleaguered songbirds. Thc Henslow's Spar- 
row is a recent colonizer in the state. 

Standard Abbreviations 

ad - adult 
Co - County 
ers - earliest reported sighting 
et al. - and others 

m - male 
max - maximum I day count 
Mtn - Mountain 
NWR - National Wildlife Refuge 
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f - female 
im - immature 
L -  Lake 
Irs - latest reported sighting 

R - River 
SP - State Park 
WMA - Wlldlife Management Area 
Yg- young 

WESTERN COASTAL PLAJN: Above average rainfall and below normal 
temperatures did not keep 57 observers from spending a total o f  86 days in the 
f ie ld as they birded their favorite sites in ten counties. The sighting of a 
White-winged Dove  would be a first s t a t e  recnrd. pending TBRC approval. 
The First state breeding record was established for Northcrn Shoveler. An 

Iceland G u l l  was the f i rst for west Tennessee, whi le Fu tvous Whist l ing-Duck 
and Swainson's Hawk became the second regional occurrences. Other unex- 

pected v i s~ to rs  included Pacific Loon, Glossy Ibts,  Cinnamon Teal, Eurasian 
Wigeon, Marbled Godwil, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, and a Streptopelin dove. 
Selected waterfowl and shorebird data are included in this report; for informa- 
tion regarding waterfowl  and shorebirds not  listed contact the regional com- 
piler. 

l.oon - Duck: PACIFIC LOON: 7 Mar (2) Pace Pornt, Henry Co (KAC,  
MAG, CAS), 3rd west Tenn. & 4th (?) state record. Horned Grebe: 14 Mar - 6 
Apr (19 max) Champy's Pocket, Lake Co; 15/23 Mar (1) Everett L. ,  Dyer Co; 18 
Mar ( 18) Mud L; 19 Mar (4) Samburg, Obion Co; 24 Apr ( 1 )  Black Bayou WMA 
(WGC); 4 Mar (13) Shelby Farms (VBR). American White Pelican & Double- 
crested Cormorant: Mar - May, reported in Dyer, Lake, & Obion Cos. An- 
hinga: 22124 May ( 1  m, 1 f )  Gr. River Rd., Dyer Co (WGC / MAG, MJW, JRW); 
24 May  ( I )  Crutcher L, Lauderdale Co (MAG), near a nest site of the late 1980s. 
American Rillern: 1-2 Apr (2) Long Point; 1 I Apr - 8 May (3 max) Black Bayou 
WMA (WGC). Least Bittern: 15 M a y  (1) Hooper Marsh, Dyer Co (MAG); 7 
May (1) sw Shelby Co (DDP); 16/29 May ( 1 )  Black Bayou W M A  (Carla Daily, 
MAG, David Pitts). Tricolored Heron: 16 May (1) Black Bayou WMA (MAG). 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: 10130 Apr ( 1  ad) Whites I> (WGC); I I Apr (1  ad) 
EARTH Complex (JAZ, LVZ); 4 May (1) Black Bayou WMA (WGC); 5/24 May 
(2-3) Tennemo Idevee, Dyer Co (WGC, MAG et al.). Glossy Ibis: 4 128 May ( 1  
14 ad, breeding plumage) Hwy 79, Lake Co (WGC). Fulvous Whistling-Duck: 
14 May (4) Black Bayou WMA (WGC, Nancy Moore), 2nd west Tenn. record. 
Snow Goose: 15 May ( I  I ) Memphis (GeP), ties previous late date in west Tenn. 
Ross's Goose: 13 Mar ( 6 )  Phi l l ipy;  18 Mar ( I )  Black Bayou WMA (WGC). 
American Black Duck: 28 May ( 1  m) Gr. River Rd. & Hwy 103, Dyer Co (WGC), 
late west Tenn. Cinnamon Teal: 18 Mar / 2 Apr (1 m) Black Bayou WMA 
(WGC). Gadwall: 28 May (2 m) Black Bayou WMA (WGC), late west Tenn. 
Eurasian Wigeon: 6 Apr ( 1 )  Black Bayou WMA (WGC, Nancy Moore).  Arneri- 
can Wigeon: 28 May (pair) Black Bayou WMA (WGC), late west Tenn. North- 
ern Shoveler:17 May ( 1  ad, 8 yg) EARTH CompIcx (MTOS), first confirmed 
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breeding in Tenn., ad. shovelers have been observed at this site during the 
summer  months since 1994. Greater Scaup: 2 Apr (2) Samburg, Obion ('0; 
21 Apr (7)  Kirby Pocket, Obion Co (WCIC). 

Osprey - Sora: Osprey: 1 Mar (1) Reel foot L. (WGT),  ers;pairs were seen a t  
9 nests at Reelfoot L. SF (David Hagar, OKM). Mississippi Kite: 1 Mar ( I )  
Memphis (OKM), ers; 100+ noted on Presidenl's Island in mid May (MAG, 
JRW). The re-introduction program that began 10 years ago has heen very  
successful; kites have been released in Shelby, Fayette, Tipton, Lauderdale, 
Lake, Haywood,  & Henry Cas, Bald Eagle: nest with B yg  a t  Lake Isom, Lake 
Co (WGr) ;  7 nests with a total nf 13 yg at Rcelfoot L. SF (David Hagar, OKM); 
a firs1 nesting record was established for Dyer Co ( W C r ) .  SWAINSON'S 
HAWK: 25 Apr (1) w of Air Park, Reelfoot L. (MAG),  pending TBRC. Golden 
Eagle: 4 Mar ( 1  ad) Black Bayou W M A  (WGC). Peregrine Falcon: 1 Mar ( 1 )  
Wolf R. W M A  (JAZ); I2 Apr ( I )  Dyer r o  ; 21 Apr ( I )  Black Bayou WMA; 5 
May (1) Lake  Co (WGC); 8 May ( I )  EARTH Somplex (Lillian Durrand). Vir- 
ginia Rail: 1 Apr (2, 1 dead) Long Point (WGC); 11-31 May ( I  ad, I yg)  w 
Fayetre Co (Peggy Gaboury), first west Tenn, breeding record; 17 May ( I )  
EARTH Complex (CHR, MTOS). Sora: 1-2 Apr (1) Long Point (WGC); 1 Apr- 
24 May (8 max) EARTHComplex (CHB, VRR. ,MGW, MTOS); 7125 Apr (5) Black 
Bayou WMA (WGC, MAG); 3 May ( I )  1.1chterman Nature Center, Memphis 
(Robert Ilardi): 9 May (1) Memphis {MTOS); 14 May ( 1 )  Phillipy (WGC). 

Plover - Tern: American Golden-Plover: 24 Apr (325) Island 13 road, Lake 
Co (WGC). Black-necked Stilt: 1 Apr - 17 May (26 max) EARTH Complex 
(VBR,  MTOS); 5 Apr - 20 May (25 max) n Memphis (LCC*, MaH); 20-26 Apr (3) 
Mud L ; 4-5 May (pair) Black Bayou W M A  ; 7-19 May (pair) Levee Rd., Lake 
Co: 14 May (2) Dyer Co (WGC). Greater Yellowlegs: 2 1 Mar / 19 Apr (28 rnax) 
Eagle L (VBR,  JAZ, LVZ); 25 Mar (37) Shelby Forest SP (CHB, SCF, SSL, VBR, 
BHW); 7 Apr (84) Lake Co; 10 Apr (50) Whites L.; I1 Apr (74) Black Bayou 
WMA (WGC); 18 Apr (23) Lower Hatchie NWR, Lauderdalc Co (MTOS). Lesser 
YelIowlegs: 7/19 Apr (42) Eagle L (WRP, JAZ, LVZ); I 1 Apr (27 1) EARTH 
Complex (JAZ, LVZ); 11/21 Ape (200)  Long Point (WGC); 10116 May  (30) Ed 
Davis Fish Farm, Gibson Co (MAG). Marbled Ccdwit: 26 May ( 1 )  Shelby Farms 
(David Young). Ruddy Turnstone: 18 May (28) Hwy 79 & Gr River Rd., LakeCo 
(WGC), state high count. Western Sandpiper: 10 May (12) Ed Davis Fish Farm, 
Gibson Co (MAG). White-rumped Sandpiper: 2-3 1 May (29  max) Shelby Farms 
(CHB, BTP, FCP, WRP, VBR, David Young, MGW); 10-1 1 May (36 max) Ed 
Davis Fish Farm, Gibson Co (MAG); 13 May (18) Gr River Rd., Lake Co; 24 May 
(2)  Black Bayou WMA; 25 May (4) Gr River Rd., Dyer r o  (WGC). Baird's 
Sandpiper: 6 Apr (1) She1 by Farms (MLG, VBR); 10- 1 1  May (3) Ed Davis Fish 
Farm, Gibson Co (MAG); 24 M a y  (1) Black Bayou WMA (WGC). Pectoral 
Sandpiper: 13/24 Mar ( 150 max) Black Bayou WMA (WGC); I Apr (269 rnax) 
EARTH Complex ( V R R ,  JAZ, LVZ, MTOS); 10 Apr (90+) Whites L; 1 1 Apr 
(loo+) J>ong Point (WGC). Short-billed Dowitcher: 26 Apr (5) Shelby Farms 
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(VBR, WRP); 10 May (2) Ed D a v i s  Fish Farm, Gibson Co (MAG). Long- 
billed Dowitcher: 10 May ( 1 7 )  Ed D a v i s  Fish Farm, Gibson Co (MAG). 
Dowitcher sp.: 1 Apr (1)  EARTH Complex (VBR); 12 Apr (3) Whites L; 16 
Apr - 8 May (10) Black Bayou WMA ; 7 May ( 3 )  Lake Co (WGC); 2-1 3 May 
(15 max) Shelby Farms (WRP). Common Snipe: 27 Mar I 6 Apr (169 rnax) 
Black Bayou W M A  (WGC). Wilson's Phalarope: 6 Apr 130 May (1) Shelby 
Farms (MLG, VBR, WRP); 11/19 Apr (2) EARTH Complex (VBR, LVZ, JAZ). 
Laughing Gull: 18 May (1)  Shelby Farms (CHB, VBR). Franklin's Gull: 
7 M a y  (I ad) Island 13 road, Lake Co (WGC). ICELAND GULL: 7 Mar  (I, 
first winier plumage) Lick Creek WMA, Tenn. R., Benton Co (KAC, MAG,  
LPH, CAS,  DDP), 2nd state record pending TBRC. Forster's Tern: 7 Mar 
( 5 )  Lick Creek WMA, Benton Co (KAC, MAG, CAS), early state. 

Dove - Swallow: WHITE-WINGED DOVE: 25 Apr ( 1 )  Overton Park, Mem- 
phis (GeP), first state record pending TBRC. Sireptopelia sp.: 28 May ( 1) Jack- 
son (Carla Daily). Barn Owl: 1 Mar ( I )  Wolf R .  WMA (BTP, FCP); 7 Mar ( I )  
se of Covington, Tipton Co (DDP); 17 Apr (2 ad) removed from fireplace, Oak- 
land, Fayette Co: 22 Apr (nest, 2 yg) s Memphis; 4 May (nest, yg) e Memphis 
(OKM). Short-earcd Owl: I Mar - 1 Apr (7- 1) Wolf R. WMA (MTOS, SNM, 
VBR. MGW); 7 Mar (1) Hwy 14 n of Hwy 179, Trpton Co (DDP). Red-headed 
Woodpecker: 15 May ( I )  mid-town Memphis (LCC, MaH). Olive-sided Fly- 
catcher: 9 May (3) Shelby Forest SF (MTOS); 24 May (1) Chickasaw NWR & 
( 1 )  Key Corner, both Lauderdale Co (MAG, MJW, JRW). Yellow-bellied Fly- 
catcher: 8 May (1) 'I'ennemo Levee, Dyer Co (MAG). Willow Flycatcher: 5 
May (1)  Tennemo Levee, Dyer Co (MAG). Least Flycatcher: 6 May (1)  Shelby 
Forest SF (DDP, MTOS); 9 May ( 1 )  Memphis (MTOS). Western Kingbird: 23 
May ( 1 )  Burlison, Tipton Co (MAG, LPH et al.). Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: 
11/15 May (1) e Memphis (Fredabeth Avant, GeP); 24 May (pair) Crutcher L., 
Lauderdale Co (MAG. MJW, JRW). Tree Swallow: 13 Mar (1) Shelby Farms 
(VBR). ers. Bank Swallow: 12 Apr (7) Memphis Harbor (LCC, MaH); 26 Apr 
(loo+) Presidents Island (Lillian Durrand); 23 May (300+) colony at Fulton, 
Lauderdale Co (MAG et  al.); 25 May (small colony) Heloise, Dyer Co (WGC). 
Cliff Swallow: 21  Mar ( 1 )  Memphis (CHR, Gaynel l  Perry, VBR),  ers; 7 Apr 
(12) EagIeL (JAZ, LVZ); 7 May (nests, not counted) Hwy 155 & Hwy 182, Dyer 
Co (WGC). 

Crow - Siskin: Fish Crow: 24 Mar (52) Memphis (SNM); individual sightings 
also reported from Shelby, Lauderdale & Lake Cos. Brown Creeper: 9 May ( I )  
e Shelby Co (BTP, FCP), lrs. Bewick's Wren: 17 May (2) Shelby Forest SP 
(Charles McCrary). House Wren: 19126 Apr  (1)  Shelby Farms (VBR,  RWP, 
WRP); 25 Apr ( I )  Walnut Log, Obion Co (MAG); 1-31 May (2) Humboldt, 
Gibson Co (MAG). Sedge Wren: 2 May (1) Shelby Farms (WRP). Marsh 
Wren: 7 May (1) Black Bayou W M A  (WGC).  American Pipit: 25 Apr (50+) 
Dyer Co (MAG). Cape May Warbler: 3 May (1 m) Memphis (CHB et al . ) .  
Cerulean Warbler: 17 May (25) Shelby Forest SP (MTOS). Swainson's War- 
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bler: 6 Apr (1) Shelby Forest SP (MLG, VBR),  early west Tenn.; 26 Apr - 17 
May (9 max) Shelby Forest SP (WRP, RWP, VBR,  MTOS); 24 May ( I )  Chickasaw 
NWR & (1) Porter's Gap, both Lauderdale Co (MAG, MJW). American Red- 
start: 6 Apr ( 1 )  Shelby Foresl SP (DDP), early west Tenn. Painted Bunting: 28 
Apr - 31 May (4) Presidents Island (MTOS); 17 May (2) EARTH Cnmplex 
(MTOS); 23 May ( 1 )  Randolph, Tipton Co (MAG). Grasshopper Sparrow: 10 
May ( I) Shelby Farms (SNM, N .  P. McWhirter). Henslow's Sparrow: 16-26 
May ( 1 )  Weakley Co (LPH). LeConte's Sparrow: 21 Apr - 5 May ( I )  Black 
Bayou WMA (WGC et al.).  Rusty Blackbird: 16 May (1) Memphis (Gel', PCP, 
BTP), late west Tenn. Pine Siskin: 16120 Apr (1) Humboldt, Gibson Co (MAG).  

Locations: Black Bayou W M A  - in Lake Co; Eagle E. - in Shelby Co; 
EARTlI Complex - in Shelby Co; Long Point - part of Reel foot NWR,  Lake 
Co; Mud L. - near Ridgely, Lake Co; Phillipy - in  Lake Co; Presidents Island 
- in Shelby Co; Shelby Farms - in Shelby Co; Shelby Forest SP - in Shelby Co; 
White's L.- in Dyer Co; Wolf R.  W M A  - in Fayette Co. 

MARTHA G. WALDRON, 1626 Yorkshire Drive, Memphis, TN 38 1 19. 

HIGHLAND RIM AND BASIN REI;ION - -  Weather for the spring quarter 
in Nashville was variable. Temperatures for the  first two months were near  
normal, while May was  4 degrees warmer than average. Rainfall fluctuated 
monthly, but far the season as  a whole was near normal. 

For much of the South, including this region, spring 1998 was the com- 
ing out party for the 13-year cicadas. From the  birds' point of view the cica- 
das' t i m ~ n g  was near perfect, and the insects provided a huge banquet for a 
wide variety of birds. One observer (SJS) found "an especially strong bhow- 
ing" of the cicadas  i n  Macon and Smith Counties by late May. A sample of 
birds seen feasting on the cicadas includes Northern Cardinal, Carolina Chicka- 
dee, Red-eyed Vireo, Lou;siana Waterthrush, and Connecticur Warbler. 

The immature Calliope Hummingbird (first state record), banded by the 
Sargents in December in an easl Nashville yard, continued to be seen sporadi- 
cally i n  the spring. Numbers peaked for neotropical migrants dur ing  the 
first two weeks of May. A survey lor Cerulean Warblers at Center Hill Lake 
turned up good numbers, Henslow's Sparrows appeared to be on the up- 
swing, at least locally; additional birds were discovered at Fort Campbell. 
Interest~ngly, most of the sites on the base were surveyed last year without 

finding any of the sparrows. I t  appears that Army management practices both 
at Fort Campbell and AEDC have created the appropriate habitat for the spar- 
rows. 

Grebe - Tern: Horned Grebe: 27 Mar (265) Center Hill  L., DeKal b Co 
(SJS), 2 birds in alternate plumage seen displaying (i.e., giving "penguin 
dance"). Double-crested Cormorant: 16 Apr ( 18) Putnam Co (SJS); 26 
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(Michael O'Mallory). Winter Wren: 7 Apr ( I )  Nash (Jan Alexander), Irs. 
Bewick's Wren: 3 1 May (1) Rutherford Co (CAS, HKC). Sedge Wren: 2 May 
(5) Shelby Bottoms (CAS). Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: 24 Mar (1) Radnor L (MLM), 
ers. Veery: 6 May (6) Radnor L (PIX), rnax .  Cedar Waxwing: 16 May 
(1 SO) Warren Co (SNM). 

Warbler - Siskin: Golden-winged Warbler: 1 May ( I )  Radnor 1, (PDC, 
FCF). Orange-crowned Warbler: 4 May (1) Radnor  L (FCF), Irs. Cape 
May Warbler: 30 Apr - 3 May ( 1-2) FIillsboro (ER); 7 May ( 2 )  Stewart Co 
(JCR); 11 May (1) Penn Bend (MLM).  Black-throated Blue Warbler: 7 
May (1) Radnor L (CAS, HKC). Yellow-rumped Warbler: 4 Apr (500) 
Radnor L (HKC), max; 13 May (1) Radnor L (CAS), Irs. Yellow-throated 
Warbler: 25 Mar ( 1 )  Radnor  L (John Froeschauer). ers. Prairie Warbler: 
8 Apr (1) Putnam Co (SJS), ers. Palm Warbler: 27 Apr ( 16+) Shelby Bot- 
toms (PDC), max. Blackpoll Warbler: 29 May (1) Nash (CAS), I rs.  Cer- 
ulean Warbler: 16-17 May (49 m) Center Hill L, DeKalb C o  (MJW), result 
of a 13.5 hr search by boat & car to census this declining species. Black- 
and-white Warbler: 23 Mar (1) Nash  ( Jan  Maynard), ers. Prothonotary 
Warbler: 20 Apr (2) Putnam Co (SJS, GKE). Louisiana Waterthrush: 18 
Mar (1) South Harpeth Valley, Williamson Co (MJW), ers. Connecticut 
Warbler: 16/19/23 May (21111) Radnor L (PDC, MAZ, FCF); 16 May (1) 
AEDC, Coffee Co (CAS, FCF, NTOS). Mourning Warbler: 18 May (2) 
Radnor L (PDC, FCF). Common Yellowthroat: 5 Apr ( I )  Putnam Co (Amy 
Mercer), ers. Scarlet Tanager: 6 Apr ( 1 )  Radnor L (Sharon Monroe), ers. 
Dickcissel: 23 Mar (2) Nash (Linda V. Kelley). Bachman's Sparrow: 16 

May ( 1 )  AEDC, Coffee Co (CAS, FCF, NTOS). Vesper Sparrow: 26 Mar 
(6) Shelby Bottoms (PDC, Susan HolIyday). Grasshopper Sparrow: 15 May 
(4) Warren Co (SNM). Henslow's Sparrow: 14 May (2) Old H w y  18, Stewarl 
Co (CAS); 16 May (3)  AEDC, Coffee Co (CAS, FCF, NTOS); May (found at 
2 sites) Fort Campbell, Stewart Co (Michael Roedel). Nelson's Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow: 15 May ( 1 )  Warren Co (SNM). Lincoln's Sparrow: 23 Apr ( 1 )  
Shelby Bottoms (PDC). Yellow-headed Blackbird: ( 1 m) Dickson C o  
(CAS). Rusty Blackbird: 3 May ( I )  Radnor L (FCF, NTOS), Irs. Purple 
Finch: a few scattered reports in Mar & early Apr; 10 May (2) Radnor L 
(CAS, NTOS), lrs. Pine Siskin: 3 Mar (8) Winchester, Franklin Co (Joyce 
Adams). 

Locarions: Bellevuc - in Davidson Co; Hillsboro - in Coffee Co; Nash - 
Nashville; Old Hickory L - in Sumner & Davidson Cos; Penn. Bend - 

Pennington Bend, Davidson Co; Radnor L - in  Davidson Co; Shelby Bottoms 
- in Davidson Co; Tullahorna - in Coffee Co. 

FRANCIC C. FEKEL. 8612 Sawyer Brown Road, Nashville, TN 3722 1. 

CUMBERLAND PLATEAU I RIDGE AND VALLEY REGION: Following 
a rather mild winter, early spring continued mild. A few very early migrants in 
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February were reported in the winter SEASON. April and May were slightly 
cooler than normal. Rainfall Fur March through mid-May was significantly 
above average. This combination of coo l  and we1 during the expected peak of 
migration seemed to delay activity a bit. 

Overall, a good selection of migrants were reported. A Swainson's Hawk 
was most unexpected. Also notable were several Glossy Ibises, a Purple Gall- 
inule, and a returning Scissor-tailed Flycatchzr .  

L.oon - Merganser: Common Loon: 19 Apr (41 flying n) Soddy Mtn (WGH). 
Double-crested Cormorant: 3 Apr (30) Fort Loudoun Dam, Loudon Co (Wesley 
K. James). American Bittern: 27 Apr - 9 May (1-3) Bra Lev (KAC, LAW); 4 
May ( I) Aus Spr (Dan Huffinel, Least Bittern: 21 Apr - 17 May ( 1  -4)  Bra Lev 
(KAC, I .AW). Great Blue Heron: 1 Mar ( 11 nests) Cherokee Dam, Grainger 
Co side (KDE); 25 Apr ( 1  carrying stick) N. White Oak Creek, near Rugby, Scott 
or Morgan Uo (BHS). Great Egret: 25 Apr (2) Aus Spr (FJA et al.). Snowy 
Egret: 8 May ( 1 )  New Mkt (KDE). Little Blue Heron: 9 M a y  ( 2  im) Hmlt Co 
(Danny Gaddy). Black-crowned Night-Heron: 5 Apr (30) Cherokee Dam, 
Grainger / Jefferson Cos (KDE): 1 May ( 1) Kinser Park, Greene Co (ACL, DI-IM); 
9 May (1 im) Bra Lev (KAC). Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: 26 Apr (pair nest- 
ing) Knoxville (Tony Headrick, Boyd Sharp. Joel Keebler). Glossy Ibis: 24 Apr 
(1) UT Plant Science Farm, Knox Co (DJT); 4 May ( 1 )  Bra Lev (KAC et al.); 27 
May ( 1 )  New Mkt (KDE). Plegadis sp.: 13 May (7 f l y ing  over) c Hmlt Co 
(KAC) .  Greater White-fronted Goose: 28 Mar (1)  K n o x  Co (KDE, DJT, RDT). 
Blue-winged Teal: 24 M a y  (2) Wash C o  (RLK), Irs. Gadwall: 9 May ( I )  Hmlt 
r o  (David Vogt), Irs. Black Scoter: 2 f present since Dec were last seen 12 Mar 
at Chickamauga Dam. Hmlt Co  (Terry Witt). Red-breasted Merganser: 9 May 
(4) Chickamauga L, Hrnlt Co (Dennis Harris), 11s. 

Osprey - Gallinule: Osprey: 1 Mar ( 1  at nest) K~ngs ton ,  Roane Co (Michael 
Welch), ers. Bald Eagle: nest below Nickajack Dam, Marion Co, produced 1 y g  
(fide KAC). Sharp-shinned Hawk: 24 Apr (2) Big South Fork (SJS); 26 Apr 
(1) Morgan Co (BHS, SJS). Cooper's Hawk: 9+ records in Greene Co (ACL, 
DHM). Red-shouldered Hawk: 6 May / 1 J u n  (2 nestlings 1 1 fledgling) Norris, 
Anderson Co (JDJ, RDT). SWAINSON'S HAWK: 11 Apr (1 light morph) Soddy 
Mtn (WGH), pending TBRC. Merlin: 9 May (1) Hmlt Co (Roi & Debbie Shan- 
non) .  Peregrine Falcon: pair present at Chattanooga nest site (Harold Sharp et 
al.). Virginia Rail: 27 Apr (3) Bra Lev (KAC, I.AW Janice Chadwell, Clyde 
Blum). Sora: 2 Apr (1) Bowmantown, Wash Co (FJA); 4 Apr - 9 May (max 25 
on 2 1 Apr) Bra Lev (KAC et a].); 25 Apr (1) Aus Spr (FJA et al); 25 Apr (2 )  Ktn 
Stm PI (DJT, Susan Swindell); 26 Apr ( 1 )  Knox Co (KTOS). Common Moorhen: 
I6 May (1) Bra Lev  (LAW). Purple Gallinule: 18 Apr ( I )  Bra Lev (LAW). 

TABLE I: Spring 1998 Hawkwatch Totals from Soddy Mtn. (WGH et al.) 
2 7 F e b - 2 7  Apr, 14days  





168 THE MIGRANT SEPTEMBER 

Henderson); 22 M a y  ( 1 )  Eastern State WMA, Knox Co (CJW, JRD). Marsh 
Wren: 4 May ( 1 )  Bra Lev (KAC).  Ruby-crowned Kinglet: 12 May (1) 
Greene Co (ACL, DHM), Irs. Swainson's Thrush: 28 May ( 1 )  Knoxville 
(FLB), Irs. Wood Thrush: 28 May ( 3 5 )  Big South Fork (SJS), max. Ameri- 
can Robin: 7 Apr (1 fledgling) Knoxville (Andy Jones). early. American 
Pipit: 22 Mar (600) Tri-Cities Airport, Sullivan Co (JWC), massive con- 
centration. Loggerhead Shrike: 16 Mar (pair) New Mkt (KDE); 14 Apr - 
17 May (pair) Grcene Co (ACL, DHM). 

Vireo - Grosbeak: Red-eyed Vireo: 28 May ( I  71) Big South Fork (SJS), max. 
Blue-winged Warbler: 12 Apr - 24 May (2 singing) Roane Co (JDJ, Harriet 
Joslin). Golden-winged Warbler: 16 May (2) Cross Mtn (KTOS). Orange- 
crowned Warbler: 4 May (1) Hmlt Co (KAC), l r s .  Magnolia Warbler: 26 May 
(1) Knoxville (FLB), Irs. Black-throated Blue Warbler: 13 Apr 1 4  May ( 1  1 3 )  
Hmlt Co (KAC). Black-throated Green Warbler: 28 May (67) Big South Fork 
(SJS), max. Cerulean Warbler: 16 May (30) Cross Mtn (KTOS). Black-and- 
white Warbler: 2 May (34) Big Soulh Fork (SJS), max. American Redstart: 16 
May (50) Cross Mtn (KTOS). max. Prothonotary Warbler: 12 Apr - 16 May 
(pair) Roane Co (JDJ, Harriet Joslin); 16 May (2) below Dale Hollow Dam,Clay 
Co. (SJS, Terry Campbell). Swainson's Warbler: 26 Apr (3) Clear Creek, Mor- 
gan Co (BHS, SJS); 4 May (1) Booker T. Washington SF, Hmlt Co (KAC); 14 
May ( I )  Reflection Riding, Hmlt Co (LAW); 23 May (3) Windrock Mtn, Ander- 
son C o  (DJT); 28 May (1) Angel Falls, Big South Fork (SJS). Kentucky War- 
bler: 16 May (30) Cross Mtn (KTOS), max. Connecticut Warbler: I 7  May ( I )  
Hmlt Co (KAC). Mourning Warbler: 22 May (2) Eastern State WMA, Knox Co 
(CJW, JRD). Wilson's Warbler: 9 1 I1 May (1)  Hmlt Co (Hayden Wilson, 
Bonnie Johnson, Janice Chadwell I KAC); 16 May ( I )  Anderson Co (RDT). 
Canada Warbler: 17 May (1) Greene Co (ACL, DH.V). Scarlet Tanager: 9 Apr 
(1)  Knoxville (CJW), ers. Indigo Bunting: 1 Apr ( I )  Knoxville (CJW, Tom 
Purucker), ers. Dickcissel: 2 May ( l )  Greene Co (ACE, DHM); 12 May ( I )  New 
Mkt (KDE); 13 May (3+) Limestone, Wash Co (RLK). Lincoln's Sparrow: 9 
May ( 1 )  Hmlt Co (David Vogt). Purple Finch: 6 Apr ( 36 )  Hmlt Co (LAW), max. 
Pine Siskin: 1-3 Apr 1 15 May (5) Norris, Anderson (JD1, RDT); 14 Apr (2) 
I4ml1 Co (LAW); 26 Apr (5) Greene Co (ACL, DHM). Evening Grosbeak: 25-27 
Apr (2) Knox Co (CIW); I 1  May  (1 )  Bledsoe Co (Roi & Debbie Shannon), Irs. 

Locations: Aus Spr - Austin Springs, Washington Co; Big South Fork - in 
Scott Co; Bra Lev - Brainerd Levee. Hamilton Co; Cmss Mtn - in Campbcll Co; 
Hmlt ('0- Hamilton Co; Ktn Stm PI- Kingston Steam Plant, Roane Co; New Mkt- 
N e w  Market, Jefferson Co; Soddy Mtn - i n  Hamilton Co; Wash Cu- Washingron 
Co. 

RICHARD L. KNIGHT, 804 North Hills Drive, Johnson City, TN 37604. 

EASTERN MOUNTAIN REGION: Peregrine Falcons nested earlier than last 
year at the Alum Cave nest site i n  the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 
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Pine Siskin: thru period (5-20) Shady Valley (JLS); 3 May (250) Roan Mtn 
(GOW). Evening Grosbeak: 28 Mar 1 18 Apr (25) Shady Valley (JLS). 

Locations: Elizabethton - in Carter Co; CrSMNP - Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park; Holston Valley - i n  Sullivan Co; Shady Valley - in Johnson Co; 
S Hol L - South Holston Lake, Sullivan Co. 

RICHARD P. LEWIS, 407 V. I. Ranch Road, Bristol, TN 37620. 
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