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Nesting Of The Black-throated, Blu * J 

And ChestnutSided Warblers - % 
By ALBERT F. GAPllER 

, Field work in summer, along the crests or our Appalachian Mauritians that 
-fi~& tne eastern bm~naiary oi Tennessee, aways brings the possibilities of 

r,ndAng nlsls ot some or the warblers rhat here ftnd thetr mast southerly 
breerung rdnge. The average observer, concerned chiefly with listing rmad 
obseyy~ng the birds themselves, rarely gives a great deal of time to the more 
d o u s  job of searching for their nests. To asslst those who would wlsh to .. give more artentlon to that phase of bird study, I have gone through my nous 
and assembled some of the data that I hnve gathered on numerous trips to that 
region, on two species of these warblers. Some of this has been mentioned be- 

< :,: fore in T H ~  MIGRANT and what follows will serve the purpose of comlida- 
' tion of rhe references with new material. 

Black-thmared Blue Warbler (Ds&o'ca caerdercerrs var. c*). The 
>. 

-,: southern Face of this species, known as Cairns's Warbler, ranges from about 
- 3,000 feet e1evat.on to the s~mmits, which are a b u t  6,000 feet, but is un- r-:' common or local at these extremes and prefers to range between 4,000 and 

5,000 feet where in many places it is a common bird Its greatest preference 
' is for the damp gulches where masses of r b o d d d o t r ,  k&# (Iautel) or 
' , Y , ~ ~ o & o I  (dog hobble) give it protection and afford a hiding place for 
I:. their nests, which are built wirhin a few feet of the ground. While the birds 
h appear common at places, the finding of their nests is often like finding tbe 

proverbial "needle in a hay stack". The first nest one finds of any spies 

-- always provides a thrill and such it was when on May 30, 1920, I discovered . I my first one, in the Grear Smoky Mountains years before it h e  a national 
park. The nest was located w e  and one-half feat up in a little hemld ,  at  

a 4,000 feet eIevation, on a steep slope at the edge of an extensive rhododend- 
! ron "jungle1'. It held three n*Iy fresh eggs and on considering the backward- 

, ,, ness of the foliage at rhat altirude, it was an earIy date. The females are dose 
:" sitters and usually dlow approach to within a few feet before leaving & 

"7' nest. They wilI return after a little while, with frequent "chips" of aIarm, 
$+, and the white spot on their wings provides reliable identifiarion of the 

o t h e d s e  plainly clad fernaIe. Unless young are in the nests, more often than 
**'.'' not the male will not appear to protest. 

On June 14, 1924, and on June 2, 1925, I found two more nests in h 
Smokies. The first held three eggs incubated four days and was built two and 
one-half feet up in a laurel shrub at 5,000 feet, on the north slope of S M s  
Bald. The second nest b i d  four eggs, incubated five days and was con- 
structed three feet up id a k+corboe shrub in a considerable thicket of tbe 
same growth. Since N d  males dere singing nearby, I put in some time in 
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4IDED WARBLER ( D d -  pmyk&ri), This is 
of the rnounan rops but it pretets the hght af the s u & k  
glwm or the forests. I r  bas been found durrng nesting 

tams of northem h r g m  and Stevenson (1948) 
In the Smokies however, 

r (1935 ) did not find them below 4,800 feet on the b t e  Creek 
It is Wdy common around the balds, in the clearings and in the 

over areas that have soon become rhickets of thorni- b a k q  
Here its song p d e n t l y  
mds a Wenge to find 
the Srnakies, there ace a 

mountain sides m the 
with the vegetation 
moves a ppulation 

ir nests, stmp down 
of yellow straw and 

together. The iiaing 
some coarse hair 
tee. nnd are white 

be found at hieh altitudes among the mi 
rhododmdmn swamps. 

tbe Unicoi Mountains. T H ~  M ~ G R ~  15, 61-65 and 17, 53-59. 
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~ i n l .  in ~ounrniar of the ~uutherwem ~ r a m .  rm. M&& 
F~J:- H, M. d Stupka, Arrhur 1948. The Alt~tudinaI, .$<y E $ $ i i  ~ir's in tlw ~ o u n m m  of the sou- States. THB M ~ , G ?  

F)* & fh && SrndiyOUnt& nlE MIGRANT, 23, 35-40. 
:LA + - 21 I2 W d w n  Drive. Nashville 12. Tenn. 

~ w w t y  ya rd  is prohb~j too shorr s perma to give any re-ie idi&&td,"T 
*A rn to mauve menm ot nat& -ion and conmmed bredng &.*%* 

crwmg But wtlen ir comes to nmnmnrog a s p p  in the 
i d ,  owemdm over seven dec~des has c o o v i n ~ d  me rhat the *mrud. 
nmhd is greatly super101. 
My p a d m  deveroped on this farm r strain of Southdown sheep 4,': 

a rruarn of jerscg cattle. He turned them over to a wn who, in turn, pa&@; * 

; them on to "me thirty-five p r s  ago. I lost the sheep strain wa yms *,J+ 
i T - ~ ~ d h a ~ e t h e ~ n o f J ~ b u t a i s e a s y t o ~ h o w j u s t o n e l i r r l e ~ , ~ ~ ~  
-i -- dent m l d  a~ me to lox  it wlrh this generation of cows. M a w h i l e  - w& 
L i ,, tk s w e q  y n n  - half a dozen s p i e s  of birds have maintained t b ~ l & q ; $ ;  
a,. , I  id vigaa 4 numbers, at the same spots on this farm. 
1 ,  I lr mi@ be difficult to a i d y  a breed d t i o n  d m  my Turkey 

o£ d a y  a&d- dexemhts of rhe fluff-ball buzmrds with which 1 ' 
*+ 

r+;. , qdtd, when I w*a old. Undoubdly, &ere have *: 
+ > autaassinp Butthenrlmff~ have& at thesame* - i n 8 e c d , e ~  

* - 4 kl b~e.cmtin-rnidco~thrr - hmugha~ thmtimromq-ofmy-. 

A seam of up- limescone, widely f- A fori twenty 
nxighlj prdel with Highway 231 and v t e d  from it from a hu&& 
gatds,to half a mile. Just where it approach my Id from the south, i+= 
gws off toward the highway in a series of ledges, with numerous ov&m& 
and d a v s  It h here d m  the wlnura inwrinbly nn, n a  d y a ~  umW4: 
'the same overhmg, not always even in amice, but always w i d q j  
a ~ y . r d r d ~ u o e s p n . M m ~ n e s r i n g m a r a , w l n u a ~ ,  
J W . * s p o t n ~ m k n o r d y a m ~ a & o f ~ m ,  
On; :whi t eoaktha td i edseVera tyears~m&autnaw-as&fnom~ 
house - stark against the horizon. Rarely do I see it, at any time frarn d a m  
t~ d& w h t  vultures oa ia brm&q from one to a score. 

'TO the homeward, which is to my the north side of the wrture mdq&l: 

a Img,  nmm strip of land that lw3 nemx been k d .  It is nut 
forest. Timber has been cut on it for 150 mrs. But it h*s alwavs r&n&- 
and still does, m e  briPind-mowth trees. Nmlv half a mile t- th- t l o h  



i&m ?'bey sulI are. W h q  neve~ hem a h e  when they wert 
WG. rl b~g  wnrte spar- ?or a Centmy uecPusrt it was swpd, pdd, 
mq oodow, nouseu u ~ c  n r x  rueam ma or which I ever knew. It-P d 
cn&e md srld C~OW a nest, not every year, but m a  
*"$i;vnen we mgan~zea me rennexee Ora&oiogd Smiety in 1915, tfie 
pheated W O O U ~ & K ~ ~  was generahy m e v e d  to W a vaniSbmg Speues. l k  
inuplent 103  expecred to rind very few ot them to. the entue mate. when 
1 spoke of having at home Plleatea Woadpedcers around me, everybody 
was skeptid - Mayfleld and Cran~er part~curarly so. It tmk me ten years to 
convince them. And, d y ,  I. do not tlatter myself that 1 did it, even then. 
'fhey had found out by that time tnx the Pileated was not exactly a vanish- 
ing species. 

r~leatd Wmdpeckers are still all around me, even in the dooryard, in 
just about thq same numeers that they were seventy years ago. There have 
never been notciably more or fewer. I suppose the number is what my prop- 
erly w d d  areas will support. If there has been an increw, the surplus 
population h;rs found homes elsewhere. 

And I Mew there must have been a steady increase over, say, the p t  

rwenty-five years. Wirhin that t h e ,  there has been no shwtiig of P i h t e d  
Woodpeckers. Earlier, it was the common thing for anybody out with a shot- 
gun to take a crack at .n Pileated B'g  crmswicuow, blundering birds, they 
were easy prey. Why they did not vanish is still as much a mystery as how 
the Passenger Pigeons did. 

Another thing about which, in the early days of TOS, Ganier used to twit 
me was the supposed statement t h t  1 had a nesting Nighthawk on every 
r d .  If that were true, no heronry in the world could rival me for density of 
bird population. Rocks come pretty close ro being what 1 have nothing e h  
but. SriI1, I do have and have always had nesting Nighthawks on many of my 
rocks. The Nighthawks nested this year in the same area where they have 
nested, to my knowledge, every summer for seventy years. Queerly - but 
n a d l y ,  none the less -it is the same area in which my numerous Kill- 
deers have always nested and still nest. 

An eastward continuation of :hat narrow strip that I described as a 
Pileated Wdpecker site is open ground, almost clear of trees. Into it flow 
the streams from six springs, join in the mid& of it and go on as a sizeable 
brook to Sinking Creek. It is a natuml fot Killdeer nesting. But numerous 
flinty outcrops make it a nmra l  also for Nighthawk nesting. You walk 
through the area. A killdm flops up almost in yous face and goes skittering 
away. You know the nest is there and y w  look for it. But you find, instead, 
a Nighthawk nest. Or, as you walk, a Nighthawk slithers in front of you and 
flutters away on emingly  broken wings. You waIk to where the nest is 
bound to be - and find a clutch of Killdeer eggs. This has noc a I y  
h a p p e d  ro me for seventy successive summers. I have been away from home 
much of the time. But I beIieve it has happened to me at sometime during 
every summer that I have been home. 



;  mygre great- 
' b d o f a    re 

%me. chmge has not comeCMne 
C a b k m f ~  - RFD 6. Leiwtwn. Tenn. 

T h e  S e a s o n  

- dm which ody a few s t q g l u s  were seen. 
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(1)8-18(MM);~daWarbIers(l)intwolocalities(HMandA~); - 
Pectoral Sandpiper ( 1 ) at Radnor Lake 8-12 (JR and RC) ; Magnolia War- + 

blers ( 2 )  9-2 (HM); Blackburnian Warbler ( 1 )  9-5 (C Fen-). A . ,  ' 

3 f  Canada Warblers in this a r a ,  however two others were seen in other 
2 territories the same dare. Rose-brasted Grosbeaks were first recorded 9-22 '' (CEP) , dm 23, 24 and 25 by other observers. 
. Mrs. Laskey had a singing Parula Warbler at her home from JuIy 7 through 

-r 1 c~ugust 31. On. Aug. 5 a second Parula Warbler appeared for the day - not :*- 
3 :: 
,".,.% 



area, fewer b~rds hat* p' brood, fewer b 

DMON m, RFD 6, klmmn, T e n  

CHATTANOOGA. - Summer tanpe~atures were near n o d  q 
. -September which was unusually cool. Rainfall was s u b n o d  though e-1 

The season has ken  chamxerid by yeveral unusud O C L ~  
! reported to the writer rhat 9 Gin& Geese 
e' the end of July. Herons were unusuaIIy abundant at two 
$- 

' spring record of a Little Blpe Heron was ApriI 21. From 
a - .  ember 13upto9wefesecnatmetimq 
: marum w August 19. From Augusr 15 to 21 " . Haom were much in evidence at a marsh and 
& . &e city. The Iarm a& was 4 imma- 
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August nests were found this year. Two coveys of newly hat 

ADELE H. w m ,  1625 S. Clayton Are. S. E., Chartanoaga, f 1. 

KNOXVILLE. - The migrants of late summer and early fall arrived here 
mostly on schedule. Unusual records were three Worm-eating Warblers, one 

The Knoxville Chapter held its Fall Field Day on September 30, and the 
&en parries, consisring of about 25  individuals, succeeded in compiling a 
list of 90 species. Warblers were few in numbers of individuals, pdably be- 
=use of the warm weather on that day and the preceding one, but sweraI un- 
'usud records helped to swell the t d  list. Eleven Shovellers on Loudon bke 
a d  Stock Creek (JTT) made the first tall record for this duck. On Stock 
Creek was a f l ~ k  of 350 Blue-winged Teal, the largest flmk of this species I 
have ever seen; observations of Tea1 in other axeas brought the total count to 
430, and this makes the latest recard we have for this species in Knox County. 
Two other latest records were BoboIinks, a flock of 23, and a pair of Blue 
Grosbeaks. Borh species were w n  by Paul Pardue and Mrs, E. E. Overton. 
Ocher h e r  than usual birds were Gale Green Heron, Spatted Sandpip,  
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Hooded Warbier, and Wilson's Warbler. On the 
other hand, a single Blue-headed Vireo, seen by J. C. Howell, was the earliest 
fall record we have had. Rare fall migrants were one Bald Eagle, one Osprey, 
and four Gray-cheeked Thrushes. The bird observed in largest numbers was 
the Cowbird, with I300 individuals; Magnolias were the most common warb- 
lers. . ' 

The weather has 5ew poor for observ:np hawk flights, but Dick Iaurence 
a w  abut 140 Brcad-wings near mid-September on Clinch Mountain. 

JAMES T. TANNW a g y  3ept., University 0: Tennessee, Knoxi 





wilow in Herndon's backyard on June 3 ( LRH ) . On September 25 near r 
feeding statlon and at close range, a Philedelphia Vireo was fwad (HFL). 
A Long-billed Marsh Wren ( LRH ) on October 7, our third record, Olive- 
sided Flycatchers on May 8 (HPL) and September 29 (Mrs. Rurh D. 
Hu5hes); and an American Bittern ( L M )  on April 22 constitute some 
of our unusual 05servatrons so f3r i h i ~  year. u b  

H. P. LANDRIDGE, Rt. 7, ~limbeihron, Tennessee 

T h e  R o u n d  T a b l e  
KIRTLAND'S WARBLER.-While do ig  my early morning work on 

Septer~ber 28, 1 noticed an unusual amount of bird activity in the w d s  
near by. Looking out the window, I saw many Palm Warblers that I had 
been warching for in migration. The yard and the garden seemed to be 
alive wirh the busy little birds. Taking the binoculars and bird d, I went 
to the w o ~ l s  a short &stance back of our home. The first b~rd to come near 
was one thar I had never seen before. It had a very dark back, alI yellow be- 
low, dark streaks on its sides below wings, faint white wing-bars, and at1 

eye-ring that didn't seem to he continuous; an3 it continually wagged its tail. 
When I fwnd what look like it, I wasn't so sure that I was right about it; so 
I followed it around for about half an hour while it was feeding in low pines 
a d  watching me. Part of the time it was with a MyrtIe Warbler and m- 
pared cIosely to the si-e of the Myrtle. After obseming it for some time and 
studying its description and habits in the three bmks that we have, I am 
postive it was a Kirkland's Warbler (Dmdro:& h t h d i i ) .  

MRS. M. DARNELL, Rt. 7, Greeneville, Tennessee 

SH ARP-TAILED SPARROW IN CHATTANOOGA A R E A . ,  3ctober 
14, 1956 while visiting Long Savannah Creek, a backwater of Chickamauga 
lake, I flushed! a sparrow that I e x p d  to be a Swamp Sparrow. However, 

, it was irnrned-iarely apparent by use of my 8x40 binoculars thzt this bird 
Ser, or n w l y  so. It was possib!e almost immediateiy to tell that 
y short tail and the first few glimpses showed an a h o s t  oranze 

co!~raticn on face and upper brelst, paling somew!nt along the flank. The 
bird first flushed into the h s e  of a srri3U wi!'o.v wirh many thin trunks. 
As I circled the willow, he alternately mwled a fLv inches or ignored me. 
Apparently I came closer than he could to!erate and he moved a few feet, 
diving into a thick stand of mnrsh grnss nmlv 2 feet high. "Squeaking" 
bro-lo3t him to the top in 3 or 4 mwes and I was then able to observe him 
we!l for several minutes. Much pmy waq in evidence a b u t  the -side neck and 
even on the back. The crown lmkd bJ.atkIsb from all views. No parting Iine 
was apparent. Light cond;t-ons were excellent a d  I was able to approach 
very doseIy a numkr of times. Though my attention was distracted by a 

'ng by, my arm and brig movenents did not 
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T h e  Long Sllvanaah Creek area is actually a flat. At chis time of year the 
water level a being lowered by 'JTA, exposing a sizeable beach frequented 
by killdeer and a few shorebirds. In places. the beach IS bordered with marsh ' 

&&q willows, and b u t t o n b k  ' the latter Imng scatrer~ngIy used 
by Red-wings for nesr sites. 

My only previous experience with this spec.es was near Charleston, S. C. 
abut 4 years ago. However, I believe this ~ndividwt was a Common Sharp- 
rail rather than one of the other forms. 

ADELE H. WEST, 1625 S. a y t o n  Ave., S. E. 

BLUE GROSBEAKS IN ELIZABETHTON. - While Mrs. Herndon was 
.preparing supper on the evening of April 30, she glanced out the kitchen 
window and saw a maIe Blue Grosbeak (Gu,'racu cam&) 'perched on the 
edge of our feeding sbelf-trap. She called for me to come quickly and we 
both observed it briefly before it flew &way. We h e n t e d  the fact that it 
did not Iinger and feed on the cmcked grain on the shelf. While we were 
rdtrng supper, Mrs. Herndon returned to the lutchen to find the bird feeding 
in the center of the shelf-trap. She pulled the strlng to the trigger and cap 
tured the bird. We immediately called several members of the Elizabechton 
chapter d iq.OS., some of whom had never seen a Blue G m W ,  and in- 
vi&d tnem to see it. Severat arrtved wlthin the ensuitlp: few minutes and had 
an a2partunrty to observe it at dose range and see banded and r e l d .  
This was our first opportunity ro band a bird of this sepecies. Two other 
birds of this species had been observed in this area, one 5-4-46 (THE MIG- 
RANT, 1*1, 26, 1946) and the other 5-13-48 (Not  Published). 

On May 4, Mrs. J. C. Browning and Mrs. john R. Sheffey observed one 
and posslaly two males near their homes on W e r  kulevard, only a few 
b!&s from the location of the w e  we banded. They were able to observe 
one at close range, h t h  with and without binoculars for several minutes in 
the shrubbery of the Browning's yard. When the bird under observation 
ficw away, a second bird joined it from a near-by maple tree. In flight the 
birds appeared identical. 

Late in the aftemmn of wr fall census day, 9-30-56, Gary Bullock and 
the writer observed a female of this species near the north end of Holly Lane 
at the Watauga River. We were able to approach within about 40' of the 
bird perched ~II a small elm bush. The brownish color of the un?er parts and 
wing-bars together with the heavy dark bill were unm stakeable. In the 
near-by trees and horse-weeds there were numerous Bosc-'lreasrrd Grosbeaks 
wirh which it compared favorably in size. This is thy only f d l  record w= have 
for this species in this area. 

LZE R. H ~ D O N ,  1533 Bz-~:e  St., Sli-zkt5:on. 



RK SPARROW NESTING NEAR LEBANON. - On May 20 of d& 
year, Frank HolIoway found s Lark Sparrow's (CkotKiestes gram-) IEX 

F ,  . m a pasmure lot on his farm five miles south of Lebanon on Highway 231. r$<:; T h e  neat contained four eggs which were already hing b d e d  when f o d .  
; ' . , I -  Despite repeated visits over a number of days by members of botr Lebaum # --  

and the Nashville Chapters of TO& each visit causing the mother bird to 
V''' leave the nest, all four eggs were hatched and rhe young reared suc&Iv. 

+. They left the nest June 8. 

Chough the mmher bird always Ieft the nest at the approach of \ 

invbiably flew to a brushy fen% row less than a hundred feet from the 
r an1 usually remained perched m plain slght. 

fi: nest was under a cllunp of prickley p a r  on a rocky [crop m a 
pasture containing numerous trees. The surtounding countq hilly and 
w d e d  w.th both plowed and mown fields interspersed, wl different 
from rhe prarie-like area near GladevilIe on which l a c k  Sparrows have k e n  
ohrved for the past several summers. I r  is, however, similar to the area in 
which I esrzblished rhe first winter Lark Sparrow record lax Christmas. This 
nest is about five miles, straightaway from the Gladev-Ile area, hardly more 
than a mile from the site of my winter f-nd. 

On June 16, when the Lebanon Chapter held its monthly meeting at tne 
Holloway home, a p r  of Lark Sparrows was observed carrying nesting mat- 
erials in. an adjoining pasture. Jemie Riggs of the Nashville Chapter and I 
had observed one and we thought two Lark Sprrows at about this spot 
while che nest above described was being brooded. Whether t b  nest-building 
is preparation by the =me pair for a second br& or is che work of another 
pair remains undetermined. , I  - < 

The first Lark Sparmw that I knew of was spotted here at my place by 
Raymond Evans of Granville, Ohio-nnison University in April 1952 
Though I had worked with Evans in Ohio, MaryIand and the District of 
Columbia and knew him as a careful observer, I hooted when he calIed 
"Lark Sparrow". That bird, however, was abut as accommdating as the 
brooding one at HolIoway's. It waited for me ro get a good view. I regarded 
it as a freak of mignation, until Prof. Jeames W. Shaw of Cumberland Uni- 
versity found Lark Sparrows on the GIs;levil!e flats 

The time is too short, one nest srudied and individual birds observed at 
tnrec widely xparated spots is hot sufficient data to justify a statement that 
Lark Sprrows are becoming established as nesters in this area. Bm 1 believe 
that to be the fact. 

' 

DIXON MERRITT, R. F. D. 6, Lebanon, Tennessee 

NOTR:, Lark Sparrows were found nesting ncar GiadeviUe as early June 
4. 1933. (THE MIGRAWT 4, 22, 1933 1. Ed. 
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A SUMMER RESIDENT HOUSE WREN AT NASHVILLE. - On 
May 14, 1956, a! mde House Wren arrived at my next-door neighbor's home 
where he slng and carried marerid into a nest-box nailed ro a tree trunk. On 
May 29, a singing Bewick's Wren arrived at a --box near the one on the 
tree. The House Wren Ieft immed~zrely although the Bzwick's Wren stayed 
only two days; but Charles Hunt found the Ho-~st* Wren s.nglng ax a new 
box near his home, a b u t  twt~tenths of a miic from the tree-hx, Charles 
ox I heard him daiIy in that v i c ~ i t y  until July 13. In June, another House 
Wren appeared and sang for I month at nest-hxes seven-tenths of a mik  
wesr of the other male. No females appeared. 

Tlus is the first known instanze of a House Wren in Julf at Nashville; 
but in June of, 1952, Eldie Gleaves k r v e d  a wren which sang an l carried 
nest haterial into a box near his home on Murphy Roll for about three 
weeks. At that time, he did not realize the s:gnifiance of the record and 
failed to report it uru4 a Long time afterwards although he b'el-eve3 thgt his 
bird was a House Wren. Since then tie hls heard the songs in Ohio and is 
sure of his identification. 

It geems inevitable that House Wrens will k found nsr:ng in the Nash- 
viUe area as tl-q ace extendng their b r d n g  range to the south. Anne 
Stammhass .d the published records of Hwse Wrens in Kentucky 
and has found only m e  nesting record prior to 1930, but m the last two 
decades, a considefable number of records bas been published of nests in 
norchg central and southern Kentucky ( 1951, K;. Warbler 27 (4) : 
47-56 ). 
In 1950 one d e  and two female House Wrm nested at Athens, Gew- 

gia, raising several young in three nests ( 1951, Auk 68 ( 3  ) : 357-366), 
AMELIA R. USKEY,  1521 Graybar Lane, Nashville, Tennessee 

NOTE: see THE MIGRANT 27, 22-30. 1956 for compIete review of the s m s  
of the House Wren in Tennessee. -Ed, 

REPORT OF YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRDS XN NORTH CHATTA- 
NOOGA. - On Aug. 23, '56, Mrs. Jack W. Thompson, a member of T.O.S., 
telephoned me that her mother, Mrs. Mary-Sims TayIor, hqd seen a flock of 
unfamiliar; birds in their yard about noon that day. Mrs. Thompson was in a 
hurry to leave for an engagement and didn't take time to look at the 
birds. When she returned from the engagement some hours later, her mwher 
described the birds and showed her the p i m e  of the Yellow-headed Black- 
bird. 

The newspaper agreed to publicize the re& and readers were asked to 
telephone me if they had seen the birds. I received five ca1Is and M i w e  
that two of the calIers actually may have seen the birds, judginq by their 
answers ra my questions. AII information received indicared the okrvations 
were made on the same day in the same wneraI area. 

Two days &r the original reporr, I searched that part of th city without 
success. 
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dm. Taylor said there was a tree full of birds. Every one %he Imked at hat! 
a yellow head. However, it is nor certain that aU the flock consisted of one 
specks. 

All members of the Thompson family are very bird umscious. They have 
E well v i s i d  feeding station md are very familiar with all the r e d e m  
girds and many of the migrants. Unfortunately, here is no dentific pm'f 
of the visit of YeIlow-headed Blackbirds, but even a "doubting Thoma" 
would wonhr with what species it could p~ssibly be confused. 

> - A D E ~ E  H. WEST, 1625 S. Clayton Ave., S. E. 
.% ? ,  
C , '  

m E n C U T  WARBLER NEAR ELIZABETHTON. - Shortly after 
dawn on M a y  8, 1956, an unusud song and c ~ U  note amacted my attention 
& song and the harsh "rich call note came from dense low bushes near 
my home. Brief glances at the partly hidden quick-moving bird ody served 
to whet my curiwlty,and confirm my susp'c'ons that this bird was new to me. 
Fim!.ly the bird hopped into the open within eight feet. It was a Conneticut 
Warbler Op wornis agilis 1. 

Durirq subsequent okrvarions of the blrd on May 10, 1 1, and 12. it was 
cont;iually found within four feet of the ground in or near dense under- 
brush. The song did not resemble "beecher, k h e r "  as stated by Petem,  
bur more like the "fmchapple, free chapple, free chapple, whoit" mentioned 
by Chapman in Hnndbook of Birds of Eastern Norrh America. 
had a horned-lark quality. 

In this same area on May 12. seved members of the Eli= 
of T.O.S. found the warbler and head iw For ody other spring record 
see (THE MIGRANT 21, 66, 1%9)). 

H. P. LANGRIDGH, Rt. 7, Elizabethmn, Tennessee 

SURF SCOTEP. - On the occasion of o u r  East T e n n m  F d  Get-to-gm- 
her, on Octobr 7, a bird was observed w Wilbur Me which caused con* 
siderable discussion and speculation as to its identity. In addition to a 
variety of binoculars. the bird was observed through a 35X spming q 
bv all who cated to look. m i l e  under okrvation the bird spread its tail, 
rw:ce. somewhat in the manner characterist'c of the Ruddy Duck. It had 
two white spots on the sides of the hw4, one in frofit of and the other be+ 
hind the eye. The tops of both spars were a h ~ t  on a level with the eye. A h  
the extremely heavy bill was noted. Since we were running late for Iunch, it 
was tentatively identifkd as a Ruddy Duck, a!thuuph Canvasback and Stater 
were sucpested as p i b c t i e s .  On our rr;urn trip; Iater in the afternoon, 
the t~kcone was brou.&t inro uw; mi the bird was studied in more detail. 
The identifviiog features of the bird were rh- very thick bill at the h, 
the practically straight hne from the tip of the bill to the top of the head, the 
rmto Separate and distinct white s m t s  on the side of the face, and the ahm 
h~~ crown wnich ran f c m  h e  eye Ievel up and from the h e  of the upper 
mmdibIe over the rop t% hpld and in a narrow scrip down the nape. 
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d o  white was visible in the wings aitholrgh a ~ I v e r  lining was distinctly 
visible when it flapped its wings. ihe fore part of the w-ng appexed less 
silvery than the hind part. The wlngs, blck, and tall appareJ  LJxKer brown 
than from rhe w.mgs down to the water 1.ne. Because of the uncertainty of 
the identification and anze only o:re S3i1 >-C~.er (Mecanrtia Per~ptuLintn J 

had been reported for Tennesse (THY M ~ G ~ A N T ,  2'd, 33, 1.351), H. A'. 
hngridge aid the writer returned to make rurther observations on the 
morning of Oct. 9. The bird was at the slrne locat-on and was o~served for 
a h t  45 minutes through teles-opes w.th 3jX anJ 6 j 1  anJ. compared in 
size with a Pied-b.i:ed G r c k  w.l.cn was in rhe tzlescoplc tield simultaneousiy. 
The bird in question was appre:,ably larger than thc G r e ~ s .  We were able 
ro observe it In good sunlight and c d ~  discern the t e ~ t h m  thlt extended 
b u t  one-half inch along the top of the upper mandlbrc. When the b ~ r u  
turned up on its side to scratch its head with its foot, the tpot anJ leg ay- 
peared dark and the belly a dulI white. Atter the first rcw InlnJres of omer- 
vanon, the tail-spreading acr was never repeated dur-ng the three pei.03~ of 
observation totaling more than an hour. After careful study an1  :o~sulting 
all available literature, we concluded that the bird was an immature Sa-k 
Scoter. The bird remained in approximately the same location for about a 
week and was last seen on 0ct6ber 13. 

In a personal Ietter from Mr. Preston W. Isne, Refuge Msnager of the 
Reelfoot Nat-onal Wildlife Refuge, Samburg, Tennessee to H. P. Langridge 
dated October 29, 1956 he states: 

"Two surfscoters were inspected bx Mr. C. K. Rawls, Jr., of the Tennesse:! 
State Game and Fish Commission, Tiptonville, Tenn., during the waterfowl 
hunting season in 1954. These birds were taken by a hunter on the Missi- 
ssippi River, approximately six miles west of Reelf oot Lake." 

In "Birds of Reelfoot and Lake lsom National Wildlife Refuges" the 
Surf Scoter is listed as  having been recorded onIy one or two times. 

We know of no other records for this species-in Tennessee. 
LEE R. HERNDON, 1533 Burgie Street, EL!xakthton, Tennessee 

SNAKE GRABS A DOWNY WOODPECKER. - About 10:30 a m  
July 28, 1956, as I stood at rh edge of a blackberry thicket, overgrown with 
vines, in Percy Warner Park, I heard a thud as something nex  me struck the 
ground. Beneath the end of a dead tree which had fallen to a nearly hori- 
zontal position, bur still remained about five feet above the ground, over- 
grown with vines, a large dark-colored snake had dropped from the log. Ir, 
its iaws was a fluttering, strugqling Downy Woodpecker2 held by its rump. 
As 1 stepped a bit nearer, the bird gained its .freedom and flew across the 
road to distant trees, apparently unharmed. 

ProbaMv the snake had been resting on the tree trunk when the wood- 
pecker arrived without discovering it and became engrossel in the search for 
insects, thus giving the snake an opportun:~ to grab it from the rear. 

AMELIA R. LASKEY, 1521 G ~ y h r  Lme, NashvIlk, Tcnnzssee 
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BIRDS EATING BAG WORMS. - A tall arbor-vim m e  planted near 
a window of our home a b u t  25 years ago became heavily infested for the 
first time with bag worms (Tbydopteryx)  in June, 1956. Soon it was 
evident that numerous birds were feeding in that tree several times each 
day during the infestation ~eriod and for thst reason, I did not use a spray 
recommended to kill the bag worms for fear of poisoning the birds. The 
chatcy calls of Carolina Chickadees were frequently heard as three of them 
arrived together. Each would bite off a cocoon, transfer it to a twig under 
their coes to peck out the larvae. Titmice, Carolina Wrens and at least one 
B!ue lay fed sir?ultaneously in a s'rnilar manner. Twice in July, I watched 
n male Parula WarbIer that joincj the group. He was seekin5 a meal also, 
Fut his feerling hab'ts hzd not adapd him t3 extracting concded 1- 
from a hanoinq cocoon so he t r k l  to rob a species smaller than himself, a 
Chickadee Ezch rim- the Chickade fIew in haste with the worm in his biU 
and the warbler in pursuit. In one chw,  the Parub got so close that he 
d e d  the other bird on the hck ,  but the outcome of the chases is not 
knowfi b u s :  the birds wwdd fly M i n d  a building. Daily, I found the 
empty cocmns caught among the arbor-vim lmves. 

AMILIA R. LASKEY. 1521 G r a y h  Lane, Nashville. 

BALTIMORE ORIOLE NEAR GREENEV1LLE.- The last week in May 
a male Bdtimore OrioIe was heard singing several imes in the Mt. PIeasant 
Community. Smn a fernaIe appeared busily carrying nesting materials. A 
long piece of wh'te wrappm2 wine :he evidently neekd quite badIy was 
fastened berween two trees. She returned and rr*ed to pulI it loose several 
times. She quickly t d  it as soon as it was made avaiIable for her. A few 
days later the nest was located abut! 18 feet from the ground on the end of 
a hickory limb. On June 10 the fern& appeared to have the nest corn- 
'pleted and the business of producing the eggs begun. 

Vacation interrupted the observation. The Orioles were not seen after 
July 4. On Aug. 1 the limb was cut. The-nest is a typ id  Oriole nest made 
of fine grasses, rootlets, white chicken feathers and the lone twine was woven 
mostly around the top of the nest and around twigs and leaf stems in truly 
remarkable ways. 

ELVA DARNELL, Rt. 7, Greeneville, Tennessee 

YELLOW-BREASTED M A T  VISITS BIRD BA"H. - Early this fall I 
had the hapvy thrill of seeiny a Yellow-breatsed Chlt take his morning dip 
in the bird bath onIy n few feet from rnv bedroom window. It waq 7:00 am. 
and near the first of Septemhr. Twice Move. I had seen him in the cedars 
a r l l  shrubbery hack of the house hut never e x m e 4  that he would make use 
of the bath on the less protected side of the house. I had never heard him make 
pnv of Ms mils, so evidently h:s nestinn-site was nowhere near. I live on x 

and have heard a rhat d w n  the creek (about one-fourth mile away) 
where there is plenty of un-lergmwth. 

MRS. HENRY WATERS, BOX 326. Greenwood Farms, Lebanon. Tenn. 
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MAGNOWAS UNDAMAGED BY ROOSI'WG STARU.AJGS. - The 
use of the bmdleaved tree, &&ia grdifIwa, by Starlings 4 Hmtse 
Sparrows as a f a d  k n g  place in winter is well known. As use of 
these Uees corn-nue into the w k e r  the Starlinss, if in larg: numbers, 
gradually break off moa of the leaves, whiten the branches and leave the 
trees, in such condition that we often woqder if thzy are not permanwtIy 
damaged. Such a condition has prevailed during the past several winters 
on the narrow Iawn in front of the Nashville post office, which fronts on 
busy and well lit Broad Streer. Most of the szverai rhouslnd Starlrngs 
using this rwst concentrated in two of the young magno!ias which are 
ilbout 25 feet tall and efforts ro drive them out were unsuccessful. Bv 
February 1956, the trees were nearly ~trippect of their leaves, but I am now 
glad to report that during the following summer th*, have yawn new !eaves 
and are again in fine foliage. 

ALBERT F. GANIER, NashviIIe 12, Tenn. 

LAWRENCE'S WARBLER REPORTED NEAR CHATTANDOGA. - 
AIthough 1 have never seen a Lawrence's Warbler, I have two birdwztchin~ 
friends who recently reported the species independently of each other. They 
live Iess than a mile apart on a peninsuIa of Chickmauga Lakc. The f i r t  
report mme to me just before May 26 when I was leaving for a 6 - week 
absence. 1 neglected to record the exact date because I did not feel it was 
deskabIe to report the incident for publication. how eve^, soon after my 
return to Chattanooga (Juiy 8 )  I received fult detaiIs of the second obser- 
vation by two friends (one of whom accompanid me on field trips before 
the chapter was organized). The two saw the bird together, watched it for 
some minutes, and claim to have seen it very well. They then went to the 
house and each took a different bird book and simultaneously lwated on the 
color plates what they had seen. As one voice, they said, "lv'e found it. It's 
a Lawrence's Warbler." 
A1 the k e r s  referred to have and use binocuIars regular1v and arc 

conscientious bird students. In addition, the bird was close enouqh for easy 
observation. I personally beIieve they aIl saw a Lawrence's Warbler. The 
coupIe making the second report couId not furnish an exact date, but couliI 
say for certain that it occurred on either June 3 or 10. 

ADELE H. WEST, 1625 Clayton Ave., S. E. 
The five references to Lawrence's Wahler occu*r;ng in -H" M I G ~ A ~ S I '  

are as foIlows: 20, 31, 1949; 21, 65, 1950;23, 8, I952 and 27, 31, and 34, 
1956. -a. 

Book Review 
THE FL AMIWGOS: THEIR LIFE HISTORY AND SJRVTVAL. - Bv 

Robert Porter Allen. National Al14ubn Society, 1130 Fifth A-~e. ,  Y e w  York 
28, Research Report No. 5. 285 p. $3.95. 

8,  .' 
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If some present-day naturalist were able to desuibe a flamingo to US for 
the first tme, we would not believe hm. For here is a bud with the p m  
portions of a heron, a mom unhkely bill, and the voice of a gmse; one h t  
irves m large flocks in saline lakes where few other birds survive, and eats, 
oi all things, mud; and so to accentuate its oAditi6 in plumage is m d y  rad 
It is no wonder thar many myths have arisen a b u t  flamingos; tbis iepocc 
disproves many of these, but the facts described make flarnlngos no less 

=re. b ' 
This reprr describes research that was undertaken prirnariIy to find ways 

of conserving the West Indian Flamingo. Its author extended his work to 
deal wltn the SIX flamingo s p a  or the world, and by dorng so he was able 
ro provde a background aga-plst which okrvations of the West Indian 
speclz were made moie meanqful. Topics d,mssed include dixribut~o~l 

- and mo , e-nenq numbers, food habits, breed~ng cycle and behavior, causes of 
' mordty, and conservation. 'Ihe book rs iliustrated by a aolor plate of the 

flamingo spejes, painted by Roger Tory Peterson, color and bhchnd-white 
;', photographs, and many drawings. Numerous early descriptions of f h i w  
- and the~r habits, some quite fanciful, are quoted or surnmar.zed. Thus the 

report hss breadth in space and time, resulting in a bulky volume and oc- 
: casionally in a diffuse treatment of the sublect that makes it bftmdt to 

foliow the man course; though it has lost in this way, it has gained in 
' throughly covering the history and b..310gy of flamingos. This is one a s p c ~  

of the work, and the report is  a valuable repository of knowledge about 
flamingos. T h e  other aspect conrerns conservation; besides the information 

for the preservation of flamingos, the report expressa ideas and 
concepts that should be read by anyone interested in the philosophy of 
conservation. 

Most of the field observations by Allen were made in the Bahamas where 
tw~th irds  of the estimated 2 1,000 West Indian Flamingos survive (in 1955). 
This is only about a fifth to a fourth of the n u m b  that once lived in the 
West Indian and Catribean-area. The history of flamingos in the Bahamas 
in the last few years helps to explain the disappmnce of the birds from 
orher areas. Allen has shown dearly that the acticities of men have been 
d i m l y  responsible for much of the deuease in flamingo numbers, but rhat 
many of the people responsible should not be blamed for their depredations 
because their poverty forced them ro acquire food however they codd. The 

-' flamingo conservation problem is also a human conservation problem. 
$,<> JAMES T. TANNER 

Reichert Lectures O n  Binoculars 
2.. 
$ , >' Tbek will be a ralk on "Binmulars for Birding" by Mr. R. J. Reichert, 

cmering: How to use your gbss ta best advantage, how to chorwe the model 
best suitd to your purpose, and how to deck a glass - bwh for condition 
and for the claims made for it, He will a h  briefly review the binoculars 



(rhe .new Bino-Fotography). 
d like to ask Mr. Reichert 

- Monday, Decemk 17, 1956 , 
-Turnday, M b e r  18, 1956 

T H E  M I G R A N T  
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