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OBSERVATIONS ON THE SYCAMORE WARBLER 
By ALBERT F. GANIER 

As its name implies, t h i s  warbler (Dendroica doWniaa albilora) in most 
places within its summer range is very partial ku passing ~ t s  time along the 
sycamore trees which grow alung our streams. In Middle Tennessee this 
is its preferred habitat. The species is quite adaptable, however, fo r  in 
West Tennessee I have found that it is partial to cypress t rees  instead; 
on the Cumberland plateau eastward it is partial to the oak forests; and 
in East Tennessee it shows a preference for pines even though these may 
not be near a stream. They usually build their nests in the type of tree 
fo r  whirh they have shown preference, as mentioned above. 

Most of these birds migrate southward by the end of summer to spend 
the winter in Mexico and Ceritral America. It is one of the earliest of 
our migrant birds lo xeturn in the bpring and we look for it eagerly dur- 
ing the last few days in Marrh in the Nashville area. At Athens, in south- 
east Tennessee, a series of records there for seven years by Richard Get- 
tys (Ganier, 1935) showed i t  arrivrng on March 23, 24, 24, 24, 26, April 2 
and 3. Westward, at ReeIfoot Lake, R. Dernett Smith (1950) has an ex- 
tremely early record of Feb. 26, 1950. 

The males arrive first and set claim to their chosen territory with 
vigorous song. It is my belief, as well as can be determined without band- 
ing, that last year's maIes return to the same territory occupied t h ~  
previous year, for almost aIways such a territory is re-occupied. These 
early arrivals are easily seen among the sycamores for the leaves do not 
come out until later, and their glerlning of the limbs for  insects or Iarvae 
doubtless renders useful service to the tree. 

The song carries we11 and is quite characteristic. It can be heard sev- 
eral hundred feet away and has been likened by many to the song nf thr 
Louisiana Water-thrush. Later in the season, it becomee less vigorous and 
i s  then remindful of that of the Tndigo Runting. 

While searching the branches for food, its actions are rather deliber- 
ate and for that reason it is often hard to find after the Ieaves have comr 
nut, even though it may stop frequently to give its song. It ustlally 
changes to another tree after five or ten minutes and for the most part 
feeds in the upper half of the tree. When at times it romes to the lower 
bmnchec;, it is quite unwary and some will permit a close approach. Such 
a view of this handsome warbler is an exaerience to be remembered. 

Most of my observations on the Sycamore Warbler have been along 



fifteen pairs of these birds located in that distance. Dozens of 0th 
streams drain this country into the Cumberland River and each 

eved to be as well occupied by this speda. 

winter for old nests in the sycamores. At this time they have 

The greatest enemies to their nes& are Blue Jays, for the latter 
the eggs in the nests and pull the linfng out in an effort t o  get 

, they nearly always build theIr second nest near the top of 

t Is usually impossible to cIimb to and examine their contents 
nest record is that of July X I ,  1927, when they were seen ear 

te patches of spider's web dlk. The soft lining is composed of 
fibre from sycamoE balls over which is laid a thin layer of 

han half an inch wid 
The three or four 

under-shell marktngs as well. Few warbler eggs are prettier. The 

e behavior of the birds at  the nests has varied greatly in the ten 
climbed to and examined. One bird sat on the eggs until nearly 
and returned to the nest while T sat on the limb a yard away. 
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At another nest, the incubating bird Ieft the ntxt when I had climbed 
to within eight feet and would not return to it as I waited with m y  
camera. The last mentioned behavior is most often followed. 

All the nests I have found hare been in sycamore b X s  except three. 
One of these was in a cypress which stood in shallow water at the edge 
of Lake Obion in West Tennessee; one in Knoxville w a s  a t  the top of a 
large pine on a hillside; and one at Nashville was built in the top d a 
large willow. Mrs. Goodpasture (1949) found a nest in the top of a pine, 
near Linton, twenty miles south nf Nashville. 

During the present spring, 1953, I have had the good fortune to 
observe three nests near Nashville. The first of these was under Con- 

struction on April 10 and the bird had begun setting on April 19. the ear- 
liest date on record here. This nest was at  the top of a large ~ U O W ,  s 
mentioned above. which grew ia shallow water at the edge of Radnor 
Lake. It was quite inaccessible. The other two  were on Little Marrow- 
bone Creek, near the crossing of the Eaton's Creek Road. The first of 
these was found on April 28, at which time the bird wan incubating. It 
was fifty feet up and near the top of a sycamore, on a vertical limb 
and could not be more closely examind. Small branches and young leaves 
hid the nest fairIy welt. 

The third of these nests, which is shown in the accompanying ill- 
tration, was found to contain f o l ~ r  fresh eggs on A p I  30. It was twenw- 
five feet up and near the end of a horizontal limb, over the creek. This 
limb had to be roped to higher branches t o  make it strong enough to 
bear m y  weight, since the nest was twelve feet out from the trunk. The 
n e ~ t  was saddled on top of the limb and beautifully situated for photo- 
~ a p h i n g .  It was coUected alcng with the eggs and will be made avail- 
able for the new Hall of 'Birds at the Nashville Children's Museum. 
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nests of the Horned Lark (ThiwphUa alpdgtris) about eight mileg 
t of Corinth. The fields, which we were working for open field am- 
, were on the south side of U. S. Highmy 72 in the Tar Breeches 

and found a third egg had been deposited here. 

Since pertinent 
been overIooked g A. C. Bent in his l i fe history Bulle- 
tin No. 179, it review the status of the species as a 
summer residen 

study began in Memphis in Januargr 1928. 
Limited time 

ing a few spare minutes before a Scouter's training mlssion. The date and 
the pairing could indicate nesting. Two years later (1932:28) Troop One 
Boy Scouts reported ten at the airport and from March 6th to May 15th 
1932, the species was found there. On the second visit observers were 
asked to stay off the field, so all sukequent obervations at thb large 
field (now 1200 acres) were from three sides. This is the reason no 
special search w a s  ever made for the nests at Memphis. A lookout was 
kept for newly fledged larks and shortly afterwards (1932336) on May 
29, 1932. eight such were found and were considered to establish nesting 
records for the field. The species has apparently been present there since. 
In late June 1832 at Park and Ridgeway Roads, Coffey heard one dnghg. 
None were found on return trips the next year. North of town two were 
seen east of Woodstock on May 21, 1933 (1033:38), but none were seen 
on follow-UPS ur, from 1948 thlu 1948, after winter at the satellite Field 
21 later established nearby. The Naval Air Base, established at MIIlIng- 

e second nesting locati elby county is the PenaI Fam, 
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established in 1928 east of town. On June 16, 1942, one was heard singing 
there (1942:44) and the species has since been found there regularly in 
the summer. On about June 5, 1953, Charles McPherson, Jr., and Charles 
Seahorn, Jr., found a nest there containing young. On June 8th a T. O.S. 
group found the bob-ailed young out of the nest but caught and photo- 
graphed them. On July 4, 1952, McPhersm found three other young ones 
on the farm. Near Jackson, Tenn., Killian Roever (1952:4~) reports finding 
five nests in @arb May, L952, and another on June 13, 195~. ather West 
Tennessee records are for Gibson County east of Mi* in 1941 by H. C. 
Monk (1941:37) and for the Halls A m y  Air Field in 1844 by Burt L. 
Monroe (1945:ll). The former noted the larks from April 12th thru July 
12th giving "every evidence of breeding". The latter observed them thru 
the spring of 1944, three young birds in early June, and an adult feeding 
a young one in the open on July 17th. Calhoun (Jotrmal Tenn. Aoad. bi. 
16 (4) 3293-309. 1941) does not list the species for the Hatchie River area 
of Hadernan and McNairy Counties, June 17th to Sept. gth, 1939. 

The first record af the species in Mississippi at what groved sub- 
sequently to be a nesting location (1940:78-79) was a pair on March 
12, 1932, in a ,field near HoUy Springs. On July 4, 1940, an adult and an 
immature were found there. Near Corinth (but in Tennessee) a pair were 
reported March 26th and April 23rd, 1933, (1933:20) and other individ- 
uals in 1942, 1943, and June 8, 1944, (1944:29). A lone bird at Norfolk 
Landing, Miss., (north of Lake Cormorant) on February 26, 1950, led to 
later search by Coffey but no Spring records were logged unM March 
31, 1951, two seen, and May 6, 1951, when one was heard singing (Cof- 
fey, Raever). On the following Spring Field Day, May 4, 1952, groups 
of six, four, and three were found here and five at a point one m e  
west of Walls (Coffey). Elsewhere in the State a singing male was found 
at  the Tupelo Airport June 7, 1952, (RDS, BC) but none were found in 
lab? June, 1952, at the following airports: Meridian, Jackson, Vicksburg, 
and Natchez (Coffey). On March 15, 1853, three were seen along the levee, 
a mile north of Friar's Point, Miss. (Coffey and Orval Wood). 

Although Eastern Arkansas, to date, has been only sparsely worked 
by ornithdogtsts, records at Armorel of one of this species on July 8, 1951 
(RDS), three to four pairs at Crawfordsville on March 14, 1953, (Cof- 
feys, RDS) and other records on airfields a t  West Memphis indicate that 
it is probably a breeding bird there too. 

1141 MINNA PLACE, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. 



IN TJIE MID-SOUTH 
. c o m ,  Jr. ' 

rague's Pipit (Anthus ~ ~ r a l u e i ) ,  a species we 
e- in recent years. Horace Jeter has been 

veport, La., with extreme dates of Seg-ber 20 and April 26. A 
na record f o i  Mississippi, of threk collected January 4 and 11, 1953, 
two othem found partly eaten, in Bolivar County was reported by 

n like a Horned Lark. Afkr al@hting it aften moved some &tan- 
bwer W t  wU have to be differentiakd from that of the many 

oigit was hard to locate in the area of the original field at the 

25. This was the only area in Tennessee worked regularly. 

d up one for the second Arkansas record and at the iollowhg 
I flushed another. 

up looks at four of the rare species; the count was at least twelve 
e field. Luther Keeton and Lawrence Kent on Mar. 7 found twelve 
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on another field, four miles WNW of Walls and just south of T. P. Howard's. 
When checking the latter on Mar. 15, Orval Wood and 1 Med a third 
field (half-mile to its south) and found three. All three of these Missk -  
ippi fields (plus non-productive ones) were walked each week-end. The 
numbers at each tapered off by the end of March, then jumped up again 
ApriI 5. On the last day found, April 26, the numbers flushed were four, 
three, and none, respectively. None were found on the next  visit, May 3. 
On Mar, 11 we arrived at Moon Lake, Miss., late in the day and while 
looking for plovers I fIushed a Sprague's Pipit, about a miIe north of 
Friar's Point. It migh.t be noted that at the "T. P. Howard" field we had 
five on April 5; we noted on April 12 that the field had been cut by then, 
but we still found ten of the birds present. 

b7.2 NORTH BELVEDERE BLVD., MF.MPHIS (7) TENN. 

NOTES ON WINTER ROOSTS 
ANOTHER VULTURE ROOST-At a point forty miles southwest of 

the roost described by me in THE MIGRANT for March, 1952 (p. I ) ,  an- 
other roost was discovered and visited during February, 1953. This location 
is a few miles south of Fernvde in Williamson County and is twenty- 
five miles southwest of Nashville. The birds were observed early in Febru- 
ary by Miss Ruth White of Franklin, while she and fr'iends were motor- 
ing along a new road which threaded this rough, heavily timbered coun- 
try. Knowing of my interest in the big birds, she kindly offered to pilot 
me to the locality to make observations. The roost was better than half 
a mile up a narrow valley, cleared haIf way up. Leaving our car in the 
road, at 4 p.m. on Feb. 18. we could see with binocuIars that some of 
the birds were already arriving. Twenty minutes later we had reached 
a vantage point on the side oi the steep wooded hillside, opposite and 
about 1000 feet from the roost. The entire valley here was heavily wooded 
and the hiUtops rose about 200 feet above their bases. The vultures had 
chosen to use large beech trees, some 80 feet high and favored a line 
of these near the top of the slope. Our first count at 4:30 was approxi- 
mately 130 and this number increased as new flocks soared in, until our 
final count was 225. Until quite late (5:30), there was much changing of 
places, making counting inexact but as darkness came on they settled 
down quietly among the upper branches. Not wishing to disturb them, we 
did not go closer. 

Unlike the roost previously described and which had about 450 Black 
VuItures (Coragyps ahtus)  and only half a dozen Turkey Vultures ( C a b r -  
tes aura), this one was nearly equally divided in numbers, there being 
a few more of the Blacks. There seemed to be no tendency toward s e e -  
gation within the roost. Most of the Blacks came in small loose fIocks 
while the Turkeys singled in. There seemed to be a playful inclination 
among the big birds, perhaps among the younger ones only, to disldge 
their neighbors from a perch as they alit b&ide them. At the top of one 
beech, a long slender lW was bent in the shape of an arch by the weight 



shoulder. When stiU 

off together. At other times, overloaded limbs snapped 

e further observations on this roost during the season ahead. 
There is another roost south of Murfreesboro which is about fo 
es from each of the t w o  previously mentioned. It is likely that 
the vultures w i t h  and about this triangle use one of these 

ighthawk. But ours looked almost Wre 
times, and then sailing. The big round n 

a burnt-over piece of 
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A WINTER ROOST IN THE BRUSH CREEK AREA OF WILLIAMSON 
COUNTY, TENN.-Large winter bird-roosts are spectadar and of in- 
triguing interest to students of ornithology. An unusually large most of the 
current winter located in the Brush Creek area of Williamson County about 
twenty-one miles southwest of Nashville has commanded the attention of 
TOS members and others interested in natural histow. 

Late In November m y  attention was directed toward the general location 
of such a most when each afternoon large flocks of Robins flew north- 
westward out of the South Harpeth Valley after ,having fed all day in the 
woods there. At various times flocks of blackbirds flew in the same direction. 
In mid-January Mrs. Bell, Mrs. Laskey, and T spent several afternoons 
following the birds. We almost circled the roost at a radius of two miles be- 
fore locating a logging road that led to the remotely located roost-site. DUF- 
ing these circuitous ramblings we observed birds flying roostward from all 
directions of the compass with the exception of a northwest section which 
we did not survey. We were deep in the woods near the site when we met 
Mr. Buford Howell on a logging truck who kindly guided us the last half 
miIe into the actual roosting area. 

The roost-site is on a ridge of the Highland Rim drdned by Brush 
Creek northward toward the Harpeth River. The woods is a cutover and 
burned-over oak-hickory stand thick with stump-sprouts and saplings 
twelve to fifteen feet high. In addition to oaks of several species and fewer 
hickories there are sassafras, sourwuod, dogwwd, highbush huckleberry, 
wild pIurn, smilax, and grapevine, all characteristic of the Highland Rim. 
The areas most densely occupied by the birds are low thickets formed by 
low-growing shrubs and saplings with small brushy twigs. This area faces 
slightly towards the northwest tho the whole area is essentially on a pIakau 
and does not seem to dip into a "hollow". From a Imk-out tree twenty feet 
or so above the saplings, Mr. Eugene Ruhr of the Tennessee Game and Fish 
Division watched from 5 o'clock until sundown as the birds settled and he 
thoughtfully estimated the roost as extending over close to fifty acres. 

Upon going into the roost before the birds arrived, one was met by an 
acrid odor arising from accumulated droppings. Twigs and small limbs of 
the thicket were coated with whitewash and the ground underneath wag 

thickly spread with hackberry-llke seeds. Whole grains of yellow corn were 
observed in the droppings. On January 30 sixteen dead R o b i i  were counted 
in a relatively small area. None showed evidence of having been shot. Dead 
Cowbirds and Starlings were found later. On one trip a Screech Owl called 
shortly before the birds came in. 

Birds could be heard calling from so* distance as they approached 
the roost. The constant calls of thousands of birds going to roost has been 
likened to the sound of a flowing stream and the "swish" of twice as many 
thousands of wings compressing air as the birds rise, turn, and settle again 
is inimitable. Redwir~gs and Cowbirds were among the first to fIy in. 
Grackles seemed lo come during the height of the flight and Robins straggled 
in late. The constant calling continued as darkness fell so that eventually 
one could no  longer see but only hear the roosting colony. 

On the evening of February 7, within a week of its probable height, the 



. From about 4:50 to 5:15 there were many separate 
t continuous lines converging on the roost from bo 

oneg. hunters described by J 

nroe Graves hilI, exactly at  the four-mile point on the Tater Peeler. 
E x w o n  of the flight line observations revealed that the bh& flew 

tais roost as far away as the DeKalb and Smith County Unes cast 
d northeast and the Rutherford and Davidson County lines south and 
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southwest, a sweep of well over thirty miles. North-norfhwest observations 
did not extend beyond seven or eight rniIes from the roost, but it seems 
to us safe t o  say that the feeding ground of the birds of this roost E m -  
ered a circle at least thirty miles in diameter. It may in fact, have ex- 
tended beyond that limit. 

Though the roast was watched by trained obsen~ers from the Leb- 
anon club, the Nashvflle dub, and the Mt. Clemens (Michigan) Sanctuan 
Association, no estimate of numbers was obtained that I would be dts- 
posed to regard as better than a guess. As much as T feel safe in saying is 
that it would have to be written in seven figures. 

Efforts to estimate the reIative numbers of the various species occupy- 
ing the most were hardly more ~icceasiuI. I think it was predominantly 
a Robin roost though blackbirds-including Starlings, Redwings, Cowbirds, 
Grackles--seemed to outnumber the ridbreasts. This. I think, was more 
apparent than real because the blackbirds came in great sweeping, swlng- 
 in^. roaring flights, while the Robins filtered jn singly and in groups, grad- 
ually, quletYy and, in large measure, after darkness had bemn to fall. 
A relatively small proportion of Cedar Waxwings also regularly occupied 
the roost. 

The diversity of predatnrs subsistine on the weak and wounded of 
the h a t  flocks was notable. Two Red-hiled Hawks were in and about the 
roostine area throughout the day. At least two Cooper's Hawks were rather 
regularly there. The Sharpainned-I never saw mom than one at a time, 
thotigh X belime there were more-wac in and out. 

The damage that these flocks received from the few hawks was, how- 
rver. as nothing to the devasbtion that their predecessors used to suffer 
fmm men. When I was a boy, in the 18905, the birds roosted for several 
winters together in the Nolen cedars, on the Murfreesboro Pike, In what 
is now the southern suburbs of Lebanon. Numbers of men and boys, equip- 
ped with lanterns, torches, clubs, and saecially constructed flail poles, raided 
the roosts every night and toted home gunny sacks full of dead birds. De- 
spite this terrific daughter, the birds aersisted in roosting at approximately 
the same place through a number of winters. 

Later. the roosung area was shifted to points along the CoIes F e w  
Pike, northwest of Lebanon. That area, too, was occupied Par a number of 
winters hand running. Dr. Sam B. McFarIand's noted Guernsey breeding 
farm took Its name of Robin Roost Prom this circumstance. 

During the half of a working lifetime that I was away from Wilson 
County. T heard of hut did not see the "Robh roosts". For the past twenty 
years, I have had fair opportunity for observation. There have been 
roosts (mast of them west of h h a n o n ) .  sometimes no more than a few 
hundred yards from Highway 70-N. Now, for the past two winters, the 
roosting area has shifted back to the redon south of Lebanon. 

I am ready to assert, though I cannot quite prove, that every winter 
for the past three-quarters of a century has seen its concentration of Robins 
and other gregarious birds in msts within a few miles of Lebanon.- 
DTXON MEFtRITT, Lebanon. Tennessee. 



ties; the number of good bird observers in the Stat 
ledge of good habitats 
or late stragglers like 
to swell the list 

following, and these paragraphs also contain addftional information on the 
birds marked with an asterisk (*) in the table. The following abbrevia- 
tions are used: "a"--abundant, "c"--common, "fc'*-fairly common. 

REELFOOT-Reelfoot Lake; May 2, 1053. Seven observers; Howard 

. Smith and Alice Smith; the Wilson's Snlpe, Long-billed Marsh Wren, 
Swainson's Warbler by R. D. Smith; and the Northern Water-thrush 

was seen by Brockway Crouch. A Shrike's nest contained 5 young. 
Orange-crowned Warblers and Swamp Sparrows were reported by 

1953, 5:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. SlightIy overcast, slight wind, temperature 50 
to 80 to 78 degrees. 10 observe=; Ruth Reed Nevius, compiler. A Shrike 
nest with four nestlings was found and photographed by Alfred Trvine and 
C. M. Shanks. The single Pine Siskin accomlpanied a Goldfinch flock. Also 
seen or heard within the area on near dates were: 1 Lesser Scaup a week 
earlier (Alfred Irvine); 3 Dickdssels on May 4, a Little Blue Heron in 
"pied" plumage on May 4 and 5, and a Horned Owl during the week 
(Richard Nevius) . 

KINGSPORT-Area within a ?-mile radius of Kingsport inchding 

Switzer. The Red-s 



at the same place, the iish hatchery, on three other occasions and at 
clase range. 

Tbru Late winter and early spring there have been unusual numbers 
of Bluebirds, Cedar Waxwings, Pine S W ,  H h e ,  White-mowned 
Sparrows, and Brown Thrashers Unusual spring records are; Common 
on April 19 (Finucane and others), 8 Baldpaks on April 23 and a Ring- 
necked Duck on Apnl 22 (Adam and S w i ~ r ) , - 4  are first records for 
the Kingsport n Rare mi-ts were a Cliff Swallow on Agril 23 <Ann 
Switzer), a Blue-wmged Warbler on April 10 (Finwane and others), and 
a Semi-paJamted Plover on April 22 (Ann Switzer). 

ELlUBETHTON-A6ay 3, 1933. 12 observers; Dr. L. Herndon, com- 
piler. The White-rum- &napper was seen at close enough range to see 
clearly the white rump. 'me nusty Brackbirds were unusually late. 

NASHVULE-hbstly at Marrowbone Lake, but observations also made 
in the vicinity of Nashville; May 1% 1853, all day. Warm and dear, slight 
win& About 40 observers. The Black-crowned N-t Herons were in a 
colony. Three nests oi Phoebe3 and at least one of Louisiana Water-thrush 
were found at Marrowbone Lake. 

ROAN MOiJNTAIN-Roan Mountain Town to Roan High Bluff and 
Grassy Bald, also Lake Phillip Nelson; b3ay 10, 1953, 3;25 am. to 7:OO p a  
Clear and sunny to partly cloudy, wind 1 to 18 m.ph, temperature ranse 
4% to 64. Fred W. m e n d ,  Elizabethton, Tenn The birds marked with 

asterisk were all seen above an elevation of 5500 feet, except ior a 
few of the Juncos seen lower. 

TABULAR aEOORD OF SPRING FIELD DAYS 

Pied-billd Greb 8 1 . . . . . . . . . . .  2 ............mu 

Uoublwm~ted kmoraa 100 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
GmatBlueHeron .. 12 2 1 . . . .  1 l .............. 
Amerlrxm Egret .. 24 6 . .................... 
Snowy E j ~ d  -...-__-...---- ..... 15 ........................... 
Little Blue Heron 18 1 . . . . - . . .  1 .....-...-..------- 
G r w r ~ H e r m . .  1 6  8 4 6 1 7  ........ 

B h k u o d  Night Heroa-  ............-...... 1 *SU A 

Yellow- Nighi Hemn ....--- - 3 .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 ....... 
AmedcaBIttern - 3 1 I ..... 1 .............. 
M a l h d  . . . . . . .  2 
Blue-winged Teal . 4 1 30 28 3 8 10 ............ 
Bal- --..---.-...A ....................... 2 - 
Shoveller ---.. .- .- .- 3 2 ...................................... 
W d D u c t  1 ................... 2 1 . .  
Lesser Scaup Duck .. 12 22 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 . . 
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Cbtmneg Swift -...-..-.. 16 3 125 104 80 47 c *2 

Ruby-- H l l l n d ~ h i r d  8 1 S B 6 6 8 3 -  

Belted W n g f i b  -- 8 4  8 . 4  2 8 8- 
F l i c k  .-. 3 1 33 16 52 24 12 8 

Pileated Woodpecker -'- 1  2 12 3 1  4- 
Red-bellfed W o a l r e e  . .  8 10 21 6 6 . 7 -- 

............ Bed-headed Woodpecker - . , . .  S 5 10 2 6 -. --.. 
H a b y  Woodpecker -. 2 2 2 1 2 - - 1 3  
Downy Woodpecker -,- 4 2 1 6 1 1  6 8 8  1 

! 
Eastern KhqbIrd ....-,..- 9 16 33 12 12 2 6-.- 

....... Crested Flymlcher -.-- 14 18 50 4 15 6 -  
Phoebe ..-.... 3 *2 35 29, 28 31 *k 6 
Acadian Flycatcher -... . 5 416, . .  7 2 c 3 
Least Flyoaacher 1 - . . -  I-.- 14 
Wood Pewee -.-- 25 17 35 7 27 16 fc 8 
Horned Lcak ... - ---. 4 5 2 3 3 -  '1 
Tree Swallow 1000 1 2.-- 
Bank Swallow -.-. 3 2,- 2 - -  - 
~ o u g h - w i n ~ d  swallow 39 4 30 16 27 a8 10 4 
B m n  Swallow - -  1 7 18 12 19 10 16 '2 
Cliff Swallow ..- - -  ,-- -.-- --. - -.- 2 -- -- 
P u p b  Mcrrtin - ,, 26 4 65 25 .29 3 1-.- 
Blue Jay -...- -. 10 16 63 39 94 43 fc 10 . -  . 
Raven " .--. -.--.-.--- ---. L- '3 
crow ,.. -.- is a 120 loo 3s 104 dc 8 
Fish Crow . 1 -..--.----I-, - 
cadlrta CAtckadee . 24 10 90 28 20 37 4 8 
Tufted Tiimousr, . 15 11 97 Z? 30 40 fc 'I8 
W h i t e - b t e d N u t h a t c h ,  2 1 S 3 --... 2' 3 
Rdbremted Nuthatch . .  ...-. -- ,.- ..., - ,- * 13 
B m n  Creeper . . . ,  --. 2 --.-. -.- - 
House Wren - 1  ....- 2 9 2 6  5 ...-.-.- 
Winter Wren ,-we- ..o--........-.-......-.-.-..r.....- 19 
Bewick's Wren . 1 -.- 10 1 13 1 fc - 
Carolha Wren ....-..........---....- 9 10 150 39 66 34 k 5 
Long-billed Marah Wren - .  5 '1 -...-. ,--. --- -. - 
MoctingbIrd ,--...,..---..-.,___ 2 10 165 105 92 45 e - 
Catbird -....-.,-..---..-.,----- 7 8 51 32 59 58 11 27 
Brown Thrasher -.---.-..,..-...- 8 7 55 88 6  41 Q 4 
Robin -.--.-.....- ,...-----.-.-... 12 11 170 101 129 181 k 57 
WoodThrueh . - . - . - - . - . .  8 12 80 29 74 33 fc 39 
Hermit Thnrsh ....-..----.-..-. ....... ...-- --- 1 2 .-.- -..- - 
Oltve-backed Thrush ....-...-..-...- 5 4 58 1 4 1 k - 
Greycheeked Thrusb -..--...---.--. 2 S -.., -.- 3 --... 
Veery . . . . - . . - - -  2 .-.-..---.--. 2 14 

' Eastern Bluebird 9 5 120 40 39 25 fc L- 
-- Blue-Gnatcatcher 12 I8 35 31 I3 7 'f;." 





. -  .......-.....-,... I - .  
.... 4 -...... ......... 
16 15 4 7 7 
c 85 50 96 143 

52 36 7 8 2 
70 130 49 81 66 
70 170 48 33 19 
24 45 10 21 4 

3 7 1 8 2 1  
2 .. 

125 39 42 30 c 

1 . .  1 
. *21 *1 2 38 4 

8 230 3M) 92 64 fc 8 
2 80 25 87 32 fc 41 

70 18 . .  1 . .  20 

3 2 1  

36 30 9 19 18 
........ -... ... 3 



were counted whiie they were on the water. 



1853 THE MIGRANT 41 

so that ,duplication may be avoided and varied habitats worked. During 
the faU of 1952 the writer took as his responsbility the Sadi s  Dam site, 
3,bout 55 miles south of Memphis. On one of the trips there a new species 
for the area was found. On October 12 two SanderIings in the first year 
fa11 plumage were observed feeding aIong the sandy beach of the then 
much-lowered reservoir. They were approached to within twenty feet 
and flushed repeatedly while I noted all pertinent field marks. We have 
~vatched for this species but this is our first record. Perhaps it will never 
appear on the mud flats and borders which we customarily work for 
shorebirds (other than meadow ~~ec ies ' r .  If the limited expanse of sand, 
pIaced artificially at  one point of a large man-made Iake, is the only type 
of terrain favored by this speciec between the Great Lakes and the Gulf 
Coast, we have to make quite a number of trips b the few places of 
this tym to secure such "long-shot" records. W. H. Deaderick (Wilson Bul- 
letin, Dec. 1938, 50 ( 4 ) :265 )  gives two records for Hot Snrings, Ark.: 
Sept. 16 and Oct. 29, 1936. These were probably at  the power dam lakes 
near there. There are a few inland records for Alabama (See Tmhnf, 
Migrant, Mar. 1950:8) DEMETT SMITH, JR., Memphis. Tenn . 

SPRING RECORD OF BLACK-BEILTED PLOVER AND OTHER OB- 
SERVATIONS OF INTEREST JN ELTZABETHTON AREA-A lone Black- 
beILied mover in change of plumage from winter to summer not fully 
completed, breast and belly nut being solidly black but somewhat speckled, 
was spotted by the writer in a plowed field on the County Farm a few 
miles east of Elizabethton in the morning of May 17, 1953. It was some 
400 to 500 feet away when first seen, moving about on the ground ap- 
parently feeding, and permitted approach to within lem than 150 feet be- 
fore increasing the distance between itself and the observer by running. 
When looked for in the afternoon by Mrs. Behrend and myself, the bird 
was located in a graveUy area adjacent t o  the plowed field. After watch- 
ing it for some time, the bird was deliberately caused to fly so as t o  
observe additional markings as described in literature, as well as to hear 
its voice. The Black-bellied Pluver is termed a very rare transient in 
Ganier's "DistributionaI List of the Birds of Tennessee''. A check of the 
MIGRANT'S indices of recent years reveals one published record in the 
State slnce 1944, that of R. Demett Smith and Ben B. Coffey near Lake- 
view on May 18, 1952 (June 1952 MIGRANT, Vol. 23, page 32), I saw 
a second Plover in the same place on May 20. 

Another observation of interest on May 17, at an earlier hour, was 
of a Common Loon near the Dam of Lake Phillip NeIson in Carter County 
at 3500 feet altitude. On the identica1 date 3. year ago, a Common Loon 
was seen by the writer on Watauga River at Rasar Farm east of Elizabeth- 
ton. These records indicate late migratory movement of the species through 
this area. 

AIso on May 17, in the afternoon, a check was made by the writer 
of the presence of Bachmans Sparrows near the Southside community 
west of EIizabethton where the species had been located in the spring and 



rs, but this year could hardly be called common." 

which passed through in huge numbers." From the South 

a1 Southern Region, which include the Mississippi Valley and Mem 
area, make no special reference to either of these two species. 

Mississippi flyway. Indications this spring are that 
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a pair of these were nesting nearby. The Spotted Towhee is a first record 
for Tennessee and appears to be one of several recently reported east of 
their normal range. The first record for Louisiana, where many west- 
erne= appear long before they are found here, was not until Dec. 22, 
1950, at Hackberry (Aud. Field Notes 5 (3):210). Two appeared in norm- 
west Louisiana last fall (Aud. Field Notes 7 (1):20) and one was re- 
ported later a t  New Brunswick, N. J.--CHARLES SEAHORN, JR., Route 2, 
Germantown, Tenn. 

BIRDS AND SEVENTEEN-YEAR LOCUSTS-In late spring of 1953 
a tremendous brood of seventeen-year locusts or cicadas emerged in the 
Knoxville area. These insefts were eaten by a variety of birds. I warned 
thru binoculars quite a flock of Cedar Waxwings flying here and there 
thru the trees and capturing the cicadas amid hissing and squawks above 
the high-pitched squeaks of the Waxwings. 

Normally I fill my quart sunfIower seed holder once a day and the 
2eanut butter feeder at least twice. The seeds are eaten by Cardinals, 
Towhees, Titmice, Chickadees, White-breasted Nuthatches, and Blue Jays. 
At this season peanut butter is taken by Tanagers, Thrashers, Catbirds, 
Wood Thrushes, Robins, Mockingbirds, Wren, and Woodpeckers as well as 
by the seed eaters. When I went to Nashville on May 8, I filled both 
feeders. Five days later the peanut butter had not been touched and the 
sunflower seeds were only half gone. Only the Nuthatches were observed 
on the feeder. I was puzzled to find my feeders almost as I had left them, 
but now know that the cicadas were the explanation. Since the cicadas 
have decreased by the end of May, birds have been returning to the feeder. 
-MRS. ROBERT A. MONROE, 1424 Tugaloo Drive, S.W., Knoxville (16) 
Tenn. 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE T. 0. S., 1953 
The Annual meeting of the Tennessee Ornithological Society was held 

at Nashville on May 9-10, 1953. Besides the regular business meetings, a 
program of field trips and other activities w a s  prepared by the host, the 
Nashville Chapter. 

On Saturday morning there were field trips in the Nashville vicinity 
and visits to the homes of Nashville members, followed by luncheon at 
the Peabdy College Cafeteria. During the early part of Saturday after- 
noon the business meeting of the directors was held a t  the Nashville Chil- 
dren's museum while other members inspected the exhibits of the Mu- 
seum or ahnded a moving picture there. A fine exhibition of bird paint- 
ings by Earl Henry inspired much favorable comment. 

At the Business Meeting, reports from the Society's officers were 
heard and approved. The Society, including its Finances, appears to be 
in fine condition. An invitation was read from thc Kentucky Orni4hological 
Society to join them in their annual meeting at Cumberland State Park, 
Kentucky, in October 1953. More details on this will be printed in a later 
issue of THE MIGRANT. There was a brief and spirited discussion of 
the best place for the 1954 annual meeting of the T 0. S., and it was voted 
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that we should go to Standing Stone State Park. May 8 and 9, 1954. 
A brief program of papers was presented &I the auditorium of the 

Museum, composed of the following: "Birding Around Chattanooga", by 
Mrs. E. M. We&; "Some Interesting Birds of Florida", by Don Hurley; 
"Building a Big List", by Dan Schreiber; "Notes on the Nesting of the 
Sycamore Warbler", by Albert F. Ganier; "Invasion of Western Birds 
Into the Memphis Area", by Ben B. Coffey, Jr. 

Dinner was held that evening at the B. and W. Cafeteria with 62 
people present. President Ganier presided over the introduction of tbe 
people present and introduced the speaker, Mrs. R. A Monroe of -OX- 

vine, who described some of her experiences fn "Birdii in South Fforida." 
Sunday was a day primariIy for field trips. Some groups started ear4 

in the Nashville area and everyone later assembled and then scattered 
around the head of  Marrowbone Lake for field work. The observations 
made are summarized in the reports of Spring Field Days appearing in 
this issue. Seventy-two people met for lunch at the Rawlings Resort and 
for the business meeting that followed. Members were present from every 
corner of the State, the largest out-oi-town delegation being from Mem- 
phb. 

The following officers were elected for 1953-1954: President, Mrs. 
Robert A. Monroe of Knoxville; Vice-President for West Tennessee, Miss 
NelIe Moore of Mewhis; Vice-President for Middle Tennessee, Miss Jennie 
Riggs of Nashville; Vice-President for East Tennesse, MI$ E. M. West of 
Chattanooga; Secretary, Mrs. Robert Dunbar of Oak Ridge; Irreasurer, Law- 
rence C. Kent of Memphis (re-eIected); Editor, James T. Tanner of Knox- 
viUe (re-elected); Curator, Albert F. Ganier of Nashville; Director-at- 
Large for West Tennessee, Eugene Cypert of Paris; for Middle Tennessee, 
Mrs. Henry Waters of Lebanon; for East Tennessee, Ed Gift of Kings- 
port. 

Adjournment of the business meeting ended the formal part d the 
meeting, and most people rapidly departed for  their homes. It was an 
enjoyable session for all who came. 
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