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WES!l!EBN MF,AIKbWblBE NESTING AT MElWEM 
By R. DEMETT SMITH 

The addition of the WBstem Meadowlark ( B t u m d h  netIda) aa a brted- 
ing bird fn Termam w a ~ ,  accomplished upon the fin& of a nest near 
Memphis on May 20, 1951, by Mrs. Floy Barefield and the writer. 

On March 11, 1950, we had the pleasure of recording two of these birds 
as a second State record (MIGRANT, 1950, 21:50) in the same field at Shelby 
County. Penal Farm, in which the above-mmtioned nest was found. Theg 
again appeared on December 3, 1950 (MIGRANT, 1951, 22:13) and at least 
three birds stayed tbroughwt the winter. With the d u d  stay of a p& 
his spring and into May, Ben 3. CoPfey made weekly checks and co- 
assumed during the May trips that absence of the female indicated in- 
iwbation had begun. Attempts to find the nest in the meadow by rope drag- 
Bing and close searching failed. When the Coffeys left for vacation in Mex- 
ico, we were left alone with the job. 

The afternoon of S a M a y  May 19th showed born birds to be m t  
The male was found first by his "chucBrng" note which is distinctive, and 
the hurrt for the nest was begun again. A small area around where he was 
first s e n  was dragged but prcduced nothing. The female soon appeared 
and both birds sat on a fence giving alarm nates but nu Indication as to the 
location of their nest. There were no other meadowlarks closer than 200 
yards, which left a rather large area to be worked and lhe W e d e m  seemsd 
to use the whole area indiscriminately. The male never sang when be 
see us but frequently burst into song when he thought us gone. At length 
the female was observed with food in her beak and the hunt became one 
of "cherchez la femme" for she lit In the grass end was immediately 1-t to 
wight. The male's sole function dudng this game of hide and s e k  was an ex- 
cellent Iwkout for, and director h, the hidden female. At no h e  did he par- 
ticipate In the feeding (this possibly due to our presence), but was a faithful 
companion to his mate either. afield or standing by during her attempts ta 
feed. He was the perfect decoy wlth bls near mtim ir! fie open and 4% 
his constant alarm note. She was the m a s k  of a f n g  unseen through the 
grass for she often lit 100 or more feet from the nest, to be seen no more 
until flushed. By the end of our three hour stay we had reduced the area 
still to be worked to one having a diameter of about 200 feet. 

The following afternoon, Sunday M a y  20th, we stationed ourselves on 
opposite sides of this small area. Three tfmm the female dropped in between 
us and each time after 15 or 20 minutes she flushed, praumbly due to some 



movement on our'gart. Each time she flew to the nmr dfreding 

male and droppd the h o d  intended for the paung. Her h poadtim of 
entrance and exit had by now cut the a m  to about a W fk muam. Thc 
young were bound to be hungry, but the f o e  t h e  she INU lit a 
distance away and took nearly 20 minute to work her way b a nGar 
the nest. Once again she returned to the fence, her mi* u n a e o o m ,  
but we were now so certain of the position d the ncst that wr wure able 
to walk right b it. 

The 4 was placed about 20 feet tram a little used gravel road., in the 
edge of one of the many scattered mtches of ranker growth, It was sketched 
- b b b t h e s i x w e I 1 f e a t h e r e d y o u n & T h t m m b M t h e  
following modng and two made slight attempts b &p away inb the tall 
gram. The next morning, May m d ,  all had left ~e nwt. h e  was  Pwad 
with little effort about 15 feet from i t  

After careful considemtion and in the hope that this family might form 
tfse nudeus fvr a bneding population in Tamewee, it was decided h W 
until next summer to obtain a breeding s p c h m ~  It might be well to state 
here that the StaQe mmrd for the Wcstcm Meadowlark is authtnthkd by 
a -en taken abwt 5 mila sou% of the Penal Farm (MIGRANT, 194% 
f 437). 

127 a. M o m - Y  ST., RIEMPEIIS, m. 

THE l95l FLELD DAY8 AND '6HE HEASON 
The earliest Spring Field Days WE year were an April 2% htld 

the Greemwib and Bristol Chapters. Four OW cham: M e m e  
Knoxville, mfi and Elhbethton, held the big days on May 5 ar 6. 
The grand finale was the annul meeting and field trip of the T. 0. S. on 
M a y  12 and 13 at Standing Stone Stab Park, near Y- Tan. A 
tow af 170 gBedes of birds was observed throughout the State. SweraZ 
rarieties were seen, and n&s on W are included in the ssetion Be- 
Scribing each m a ,  but the great& value d this report probably Q the 
geneml picture it gives of birds over the State at this tlmr: ot year. 

The number of birds obrved  are mmnmrhd in the Table. For tach 
area there Is a gener- de~cription giving barJxgtwnd infarmalion on #I? 

Ffeld Day hetd there. From some chap- came w m  mmmmic~s, and 
these rue hduded here with the general information. Notes for "The 
Season" also came from Lebanon, and these are includd here even tha 
that chapter held no separate Meld Day. For further information on the 
records marked wlih an asterlsk m included within parenthesis r ~ c  the 
remarks for the field trig on that l d * .  

W c d k . - A p r i I  29, 1951. Same m e  as in th? 1950 U r k h a s  Count 
Iylne mithh a Eirele of 7% miles radius cenkrd m GreenevUk The W 
was partly dm&, temperature about 80 degrees, with a tndmate 
Nine people partidpakd, war- in four part& C. M. Shanks, compfh. 

BrkbGApril I, 1951. Vieinib of BrMol Term.-Va. 8:00 a. m. to k 1  
p m. Low fog In r n o d m ,  deer in afkmoon, tempemtun 51 b 75 -, 
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wind zem to 8 mjlm per hour from wat .  F o u r k e n  participatd T$e 

two hwdcm Egrets were seen near Mute City by Dr. Lee R. Hernduu 
Most of the shore birds were observed at Saltville, Virginia. 

!&is spring has been e x d v e l y  damp, and this combined with cod 
te-tures made the trees quite late in getting leavm. Compared ufflm 
last year, the severe cold snaps were lacking, which made waves of -b 
entirely absent. Instead must species seemed to kfckle thru about on tht 
but Sn small numbers. 

The weather seemed to have made little difference in the n e s t i  aC- 

tivities of either spring arrivals or residents. Noticeably scarce have been 
Nuthatches of both smes and the Golden-crowned Kinglet, even in 
breeding grounds. As an incidental note, a Broad-winged Hawk w u  ob- 
served at 5500 feet on Mt. Rogers on May 13 carrying nesting makrial. A 
Chuck-m's-widow was heard on the King College campus at Bri~Ud In 
the latter part of April by Dr. B. A. Barrington; thtp is possibly tk m t  
northern record in the areaETEPHEN M. RUSSEfiL 

-May 6, 1951. Lakeview, Miss.-Tenm, and R i v e d  Park. 
Species a b e d  outside d this area are ineluded in parenthwis. 6:M) a. m. 
h 7:00 p. m. Weather changhg Prom cloudy to 1mt rain to fair, temp- 
era* from $0 to 56 to 02 degrew wind Prom 5 to 15 mil# per hour, f l t b  
to west. About ten obsemms participated thm-out the entire day, 
king present part of the time. -BEN B. COFFEY, Jr. mmpiler. 

Four Pied-billed Grebe nests, two with eggs, were found. The Alde~ 
Flycatcher was seen by Ben Coffey at a distance of twenty feet, and its 
call note was heard several times. The Chipping Sparrow was rqmrted 
by Kilian floever. 

The rdgration of Golden Plover bhis spring was as heavy as last spring 
with Demett 9 l t h  e i n g  about 1400 in the Walls-Lake Cormorant, Ms., 
area on Mar. 24, On Mar. 18, the Coffeys found small flocks west to about 
Forrest City, Ark., and on the 25th at the Ft. Pillow farm, then Covington, 
and ,three areas near Ridgely, Tenn. Some 49 were stiU present on April 
15 at the Shelby County Penal Farm. Upland Plovers were regularly seen 
In wall numbers. The usual shorebird species were disappointhg in num- 
bers even at favorable pits near Coldwater, Miss. The Greater Yellowlegs, 

uncommon, could be termed fairly common this m. 
The early transients were slightly l a k  while others appeared on shedule 

but b e r o w  common later than usual. The Blue-gray G n a t c a m  did not 
appear until April 1 (Spring Lake S. P., Miss.) and April 8 in Overton 
Park, being -on at the latter only on April 19-21. The Tennessee War- 
bler, on schedule, did not m e  common until May, being present later 
than usual. The Myrtle Warbler continued uncommon from winter into 
s p r ' l ~  and the White-tbroat also was in reduced numbers in the park. On 
thP other hand, the migration of Indigo Buntings and DickdgseLs was 
heavier, perhaps, than other seasons. A Mourning Warbler on May 15 was 
m y  first record for Owrton Park in 23 years; another was seen ApriI 29 at 
Lakeview, Miss., by Mrs. Floy &refield.-BEN 13. COFFEW 
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F A B W  WWOBD OF SPBlNa FIELD DAYS 

Pied-bflled Grebe .... 

W Blue Heron 
............................... Afieriwn Egrst 

Little Blue Heron 
Green Heron .... 

.......... Blarkavw11ed Night Heron - 
American Bitkern - .............................. 
Least Binem - 

............. Blue-- Teol - 
Bald- - ....... - 

W d  Duck -- ... . 

L w e r  h p  - . 
Red-breasted Merganser . 
Turkey vulture .... 
Black Vulture . 
Mhlsaippi Kite -- 
ShrrrpriNnned Hawk 

............... Cwper's Hawk 
R d - h W  Hawk 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
h d - w i n g e d  Hawk - 
Golden -19 . 
*rey . .- ..... .. .- - 
Spurrow Hawk . 
Rded Grouse 
&white ... 

K h q  h i 1  
Sora R d  - 
coot .. ............. ..... 
Semipahated Plover 
Killdeer 
Wilson's snipe -- 
Sptted Sandpiper ............................. 
Sditary Sandpiper ............................. 
Greater Yellowlegs 
h e r  YeIlowleqs 
Pectoral Sandpi-r 
Leaat Smdpiper 
Black Tern 
Mourning Dove 
Yellow-blued Cuckm 
Black-billed Cuckw 
Earn Owl 
Screech Owl - 
Batid Owl ........................................ 
Ghu&-wfll'~-widow .... .. 
Whip-poor-will 
Nighthuwk 

SPECIES 

. 

BI 

N 



-swift - 
Ruby-hmtd Humming$lrd 
bhed mnqhher 
nicker- --- 
P i lm id  WMdp=ker - .-I 
R e d h I U d  WoodpecLer --- 
R e d - h w  Woodpeeker ---I-- 
H* W m d p z h  --- 
Downy Woodpecker ---..- 
b t e m  KInqbird .---.. 
Crestea Fl*her ---- 
Phoebe -- 
Acadiun fiywatcher -..-..-- 
Alder Fl-a . - - -  
Leaat F1- .--- 
wood Pewee 
Hwned h k  ...I---.-.-.- 
Tree Swallow 
Bonk Swdlow - 1  

Rough-winged Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Clif SWaUow -- 
Purple Marlin ..- - 
Blue Juy -..--..-- 
Raven -....-I -- 
mtem crow -.I.---- 
Fish crow --...-.-.- 
CaroIina Chickadee 
Tufted Tiimwstr 
W W t e . b r d d  Nuthatch -.--- 
Brcrwn cI&pm - . . - - . - - -  
House Wren -.I.---- 
Winter Wren 
Bewick's Wren 
Carolina w m  -.---.-.-- 
Lofig-bikd Mansh Wren 
Short-billed 'Marsh Wrso - . - - -  

MucHngWrd .-- 
- .  . .-. - 

Brown Thmsher 
Robfn - .- 
wood Thrush .-I--- 
Olive-backed Thrush 
Gaycheeked 'hush -- - 
veery - . . . . . - .  
East- BIuebM 
Blue-gray Gnatootcher 
GoIdenaownd mlet ...-.... 
Ruby-ned ~-lei 
cadar W d n g  
L-hd Sbrflcs 
Storling ... .. 
mipeeyed vireo 
Yellow-thrded Vireo 
BIu&eaded V h  
Rd-eyed Vireo 
Philadelphia V h  
Wmbnng vkeo -.-..--- 
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Bh& and White Warbler 
Rothonotary War* 
worn!- Warbh --I.- 
Gdd%n-winqed W d l m  
TBM- W d l e r  
Nuahvilla W d l e r  

Warble3 
Yellow Wmblm - 

.................. Mug& Warbler 
Cbps M a y  wad982 --.---- ........ 
M - M  %lug W a h h  
MyrUe W d h  . 

Bkack-thrmtd Green Warbler 
........................... M e a n  Warfrler 

BIuckbumbn W d e r  ..................... 
Yellow- Warbler .-............... 
Chmtnutddd W d l e r  .............. 
B a y - h i e d  Warbler I .................... 

Warbler - ...................... 
Pine W* ........ 
P&& Warbler - 

w 
Ov&d -.... 
N w h m  Waterhush 
LoLtblbm wde* 
Kentucky Warbler - 

Moudng W d e r  
Y ~ - ~  -..-----.- .... 
YellowArcmStd Chat 
Headed W d f f  - 
Wilson's W& 
k a d a  Wurbler 
R e d s M  .. 
&qW S p m w  ----....-.... 
Bobam ...-. ----. ..... 
hdem Meadowlark - 
Red-nrlnpsd Bhkbird 
W6-d Oriole 
Bcrltlmwe mole 
Purpls G?ucile . 

Cow Wrd 
&orlet Tuaager 
summsr Tmager - 
&dml - ,. 

R d t e d  G r c 5 k d  .-- 
I d g o  Bun* _ 
Pubfed Bunting -. 
Purple Finch 
D k k b d  -.-.......-I --. . .. 
h e  S h b  . - - 2 . - , - . - -  
GoIdfhh - 
Redqe T o w b  
savantwh Spmrow 
ww Sgarrow 
vesper Sparrwv 
R U C h a d m  S m  ........-. 

Junco 
Chippinq S p m w  
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F U  Sgarrow 54 57 1 47 79 47 5 
Whit%~owaed Sprrrrow 1 8 5 7  1 . 2 3  4 -  
Whk-thrwtedSparrow 20 55 35 1 51 11 2 
l i n c a l n ' s S p a r r o w ,  - - 16 - - '1 - 
w p  smaw 1 4 5 -1 - - (11 
hq Sparrow . . - . .  67 121 -- 85 93 -114 - 

IOTK3. SF- 96 111 123 113 -- 116 114 106 

ILnoxvUe,-May 6, 1B51. Within a circle of 7 % mile nadim mh-ed on 
s h a d  Gap in e w a t e r n  Knoxvm. Observations began at 
and cuhmmted for mast of the pax%cIpants at noon at a meeting at the home 
of Harry 4ams. Weather was fair and WOL About 18 geopk 

Cold weather persisted into April this year, and it seemed to delay the 
arrival of many migrants. The largest number arrived between April 21 
and 2Q, when 35 different species were reported for the first time this year. 
Herring and Ring-billed Gulls were last seen on April 30. The nest oi a 
King Rail containing five eggs was found by Jnseph C. Howell on April 20. 

+w 5, 1951. Within a circle of 10 m i k  radius centering O n  

the Civic Auditorium in lhgsgort; hcludeg pasture 50%. w d  4 0 5 ,  
and mddential area lo%, as well as rivers and the fish ha- at Gray's 
Statioa 5:00 a. m. tu 10.00 p. m. Showers and overcast with wcasiowtl sun- 
shine, temperature from 55 to 60 degrees, no whd. 24 observers In 8 parties. 
-W. C. McHORRTS, mpiler. 

R l b b t h ~ a d a y  6, 1951. Area amuad EXzabethton, including R a  
Mountain; the species observed only on Roan Mountain are indicated by a 
parenthesis enclosing the number. Weather clear and sunny until mid-morn- 
ing, subsequently cloudy and with a brief shower in the afternoon, sleeting 
on Roan Mt. at t t n ;  cml; light to medium northwest wind. 3:30 a. m. to 
6:15 p. m. Ten participants,-FRED W. BE33REND, wmpiler. 

The Black Tern was observed by Dr. L. R. Herndon and Dickie Hughes 
on Watauga W e .  The Lincoln's Sparrow was observed by Mr. and M ~ B .  
Evans. Of the Kh&ids, a flock of 20 were perched on a wire fence and in 
an adjacent field near Smalling's Bridge, seen by Mr. and Mrs. L. R. 
Herndon and DIckie Hughes, 

In regard to the season, the temperature has been lower with a minimum 
of 30 degrees on April 18, and therefore the spring season later than the 
average. RainfaU for March was approximately average while for April it 
was below normal. Of 83 migrating species, the arrival dates for 54 averaged 
10.5 days later than the earliest during the past seasons. Twenty days or 
mom later than the earliest records were the Green Heron, Purple Ma*, 
Yellow Wwbler, Ownbird, Yellowthroat, and Orchard Oriole. The latest 
d these was the Yellowfiroaf 21 days. Six speies arrived from one to nine 
d m  earlier than the earliest dates previously recorded; these are, with 
thF4 year's arrival dates: Upland Plover, 5 on April 15 (L. R. Herndon); 
Humningbird, April 20; T e n n m  Warbler. April 27, the second 
record (E. Evans); Nashville Warbler, April 26 and 30 (L, R. Herndon), 
these records constituting the second and third spring records for tMs spedes; 
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Cape May Warbler, -26; h e  Warbler, April 27; CIlnaaa Warbber, 
30. A Magmh Warbk seen on A p d 8  & b a b ~  was a wIntentng individ- 
ual (see MIGRANT B:18). 

The Old Squaw Duck mumind on Wilbur Lake until April 18. TWO 
Little Blue Herons seen on April 21 (one on tbe 2bd) by F. W. B* 
are the fir& adult bids of W speck8 recwdsd in Carter (3wn*. The 
foUowhg are a h  f h t  records or % spring records for Carter CounW: 

Vireo, &d 18 and 19 (E. Evans); Pectoral M-, April 
15, (Mr. and Mm C. L. B a y ) ;  Yellow-thwted W d k ,  Sept. %, 1850 
( E  Exram), April 24  ID51 {L. R. Hemdon), and May 5 (L Evans). 

Woodpeckers and Nuthatches have been extremely scarce dwhg the 
winter and spring.- R HERNWN. 

S b d b g  Stom State Park.-May 12-13. Several field trips we= held dur- 
ing the annual mee'ting of the T. 0. S. at this state gark near L i v i n w ,  Tenn. 
M a t  of the observathns were made within the heavily woodsd park, which 
contains a lake, s e w r a l  small streams, and a few open areae. %be weather 
was clear and cool wi* little wind There were over W people present, and 
bemuse of the number of people and the fact that much d the area W&B 

worked repeatedly by separate parttes it was not p r a w  ta get a count d 
the number of birds seen that betong to the commoner species; therefom 
the wem designated as "fc" for fairly common and 'ic" for common species. 
The iigures e n c l d  within p a r e n t h e  h d i ~ t e  that W e  sped- were ob- 
served outdde the park, mostly at a small lakenear Livingston. 

For more notes on the Mississippi Ki% and the Golden Ea&, see THE: 
ROUND TABLE of Bis issue. The Tree Swallow was indentified by Jim Tant, 
the Northem Wabrthntsh by Howard Barbig, and the Mourning Warbler, 
whieh was singing,  by J a m  T. Tamer. Six of the Philadelphia V h  were 

found by h e t t  Smtth and the seventh by Ben W e y .  

The 8- st hhmom-The recently omadmi Lebanon -ter has 
commenced keeping a complete record of the repork of itp m e m b ,  with 

Henry Watms maintaining the record Six*-one d e s  of bids have 
been regorkd since March 1, and of these, 23 sp&es haw shown little than# 
In n u b r a  during this period. m e  greatest numbers of these permanem$ 
residents are for the Cardinal, &bin, WEnlZlish Sparmw, and Meadowlark. 
The fewest counts are for the Great Blue Heron, Pileated Woodpecker, 
Killdeer, Screech Owl, and Phoebe. Several mert.llbers have commented on the 
scarcity of Killdeers. 

Since Feb. 10, shortly after the extreme cold, thmz have been no mporb 
of the Bmwn Creeper, Myrtle Warbler, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Hairy 
Woodpecker, and Goldfinch 

First arrival dates are: Orchard Qriole, Chimney Swift, and Catbird, April 
2; Purple Martin, April 20; Crested Flymtcfrer, April 25 ( ? I ;  aeddheaded 
Woodpecker, April 28 (two nesb corrstructed by this pair on the Cumber- 
land Univedb  campus were Wen by s-); several species were no? 
reported for the first tlme untU the fimt week in Maynass 



Two Blaclr Vulture n-ts were fomd with two egm ea& on April 8 under 
lhmstme awh. Two quarter-pound young and one egg wem 
in one nest and two recently hatched young in the other on May 5. On &by 

10 the young of the former nest weighed nearly a pound, but only -&his 

of a foot were f a d  in the latter n & f  AMFs W. SHAW. 

THE ROUND TABLE 
MISSISSIPPI KITE AND GOLDWl EAGLE IN OVWTON CO., m a -  

On the morning of Sunday, May 13, 1951, bath of the above s@= w- 
observed by the writer and ather members of the T. 0. S. who had gathered 
at Standing Stone State Park for the Society's annual meeting. 

The Kite was first ob8emed at 7:30 a. m., w U  c k k g  300 feet above 
the trees &out the headquarters buildings and it grad- seared eastward 
over the adjacent lake. The long, pointed wings, long tail, and manner of 
£light were conclusive evidence. Lndi9tinct barrings acrm the tail &wed 
it to be a year-old bird, (For description of plumage at this age, see Bent, 
vol. 167, p. 67). Tfiree hours later, another individual or perhaps the same 
one w a  seen about 1.5 miles eastward, by Dr. and Mrs. James T. Tanner, 
cirdhg over the F. F. A. group camp, This Kite breeds m l a r l y  in the Mef~l- 
phis area but the only previous record for the State, east of West Tennessee, 
is that of one seen by Austin Burdick over Shelby Park at Nashville on June 
12, 1941 (MIGRANT 12:38). 

The Golden Eagle was o b m e d  at 10 a. m., maring over and h u t  the 
high hills east of the lake, in company with a pair of WWed Hawks. It 
too was an immature bird, having the large whitish patch 'heneath the ''wrist" 
of the wing, the whitish inner half of the tail and the q w h k h g  ol whik 
and buff on the neck. The she, contour, and manner of flight provided fur- 
ther identification. The bird reappeared several time during the following 
half hour and was viewed by a dozen observers. At times it seated with the 
Red-tails and at others it rose airnost beyond reach of the naked eye. It was 
perhaps a visitor for the day in the 8,700 acre densely forested park, and ib 
headquarters were most likely to be in the almost unsettled, W-clad region 
of the Obey river some 25 miles eastward, where I found: them in breeding 
season a n u m k  of years ago. The numerous hob-like hills rise 700 feet 
above the lake surface, b an elevation of 1400 feet above sea I d ,  and this 
topography produces thermals (upward air currents) in which raptorial bids 
like to soar. At approximately the same place during &e two days, other 
hawks seen were the Broad-wing, Cooper's, and Sharp-shin, as well as the 
Kite above mentioned.-ALBERT F. GANIER, 2112 Woodlawn Dr., Nash- 
ville, Tennwee. -- A 
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af wW& Braad-winged Hawk The h t  gmug, of five, were 
d r c ~ w e p : G a l e ~ e ~ i s o n I h e ~ ~ ) r a b h e m o u ~ o l l ~ u t ; p a n d  
~ l ~ p i d m ~ a s O i ~ ~ b y ~ w i d e ~ ~ a n d l t h e i r b u Q e o  
autline. The wrEteT WBB m p a n i e d  by fellnw Bog h u t s  and we 
were b e ~ a M k e , m e o f 8 h u b j e c t i v e e  of which m to loo l rh  w t -  
U hawks. A& nine o'eloclr, P half hour later, we had arrived in the wloodRd 
W nem Radmr Lake and at this pint one of m y  oompaniaus go- 
out a flock far bward the - a looking them over w i d  - 6x b- 
~ 1 ~ 0 u l d ~ ~ ~ ~ y w e p p ~ k s o f 1 B r e b u t e o ~ . W i ~ ~  
~ o f h ~ , I o o u M t e d ~ - ~ i n t h e ~ a n d ~ o f m y m m ~  
m k d  .the same number Wttr naked eye. As m completed Wj& cwrrt, I 
raked my glawe~ and -4 d e p :  flock, of a p w  a same lcind 
of hawk, above and farther away m n  the Wt f k k .  h t k y  ~ v e d  about 

&mn&~ea, we were unable ta make an accurate oount but 
d t k d  on --five a~ n e .  W W  we watched, r h w k  W we 
could definitely identi@ as a Bmd-wing sailed a w w  &e field We 
w e r e ~ a d w e c t e c i d e d 4 h a t ~ d i s t r e P t ~ ~ f b ~ f a d i n g ~  

dj&me were most likely of this sgedes. Mrs. Y?. C. M e y ,  of Nsrshdk, 
hm m r d  of a shnilar migmUo11 s w w d  y m  a in h aame vioinity.- 
FAIFMAN CUMMING, 824 Subbon Hill Road, N d v i l k  4, Tenn. 

LAUGHING GULL OBSERVED FOR FIRST TIME AT MEA6PHs.- 
The L a w  Gull (Lwmis atridlla) is commonly a bird of the Atlantic 
and Gulf Coasts. It is listed (Ganier, ''Distributkmd LIst of Birds of Ten- 
-I' 1933) as accidental b d  on a record of one d k c t d  from a 
£lock of six near Knoxville on September 18, 1032 (MIGRANT, 1933. V. 4: 
8-9). The only other records are of a single blackheaded bird talren about 
Ul5 near Del Ria h~ Cocke Co, eastern T- (MXG-, 1935. V. 

8:50), and an immatum bird collixkd August 9, 1038, by Tom S i m m  
at Reelfoot Lake (MIGRANT, 1938. v.9:68). 

On May 7, 1950, while on an early mmmhg trip to the 
River, Mrs. Floy Barefield, her son Cooper, and I suddenly saw a small 
black-headed gull which was feeding with the larger R h g - b W  G m  be- 
t m n  the point d Mud Island and the projection of #the bluff at the 
foot of Beale and Riverside. A careful obsewation for apgroximately fli- 
teen minutes, as close as Mty feet, was made of the bird. The solid dark 
wing3 with the black-tipped primaries at once clinched the idenmtion 
as a Laughing GulL Phta Tuliatm later the same morning obsewed the 
gull and on the following day Ben Coiiey was able to get excellent view 
of the b M R .  DEMETT SMITH, P. 0. Box 55, East S t a h  Memphis, Tenn. 

, BLACK-BIILED CUCKOO NESTING NEAEl JACKSON, TENN. - 011 
June 5, 1950, at the West Term- Experiment Stat£m one mile 
at Jadsaon, Tern, I came upon a cuckoo sitting on its nest abut  SWII feet 
from the ground. I supposed that it was the common Yellow-billed CSUdKKI. 
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It left a e  ma& and when I ctlmbed up to look, I i d  there were tlm?e 
bluc-green eggs. On June 11 while with Mr. met Bbrs. Ben 3. Coffey and 
Demett Smith 1 decided to show them .Ult nest altho I did not W d s  it 
wwld be of much inkcst. Thk time the cu&m had £fa head in plain 
sight and Mr. S d t h  obxerved that it had a black lower mandible. We 
thm cheeked it for the red eye, even- wbm, and mrmw tips on 
the tail feathers. The bird flew bdom we o w l c l  phtogmph it. It was with. 
out doubt a Black-biUed Cuekoa (- W h n t t u ) .  

On June 12 them were two young in tbe nesL At thfs t h e  both g a ~  

ents were feeding thwn. On June 15 I went to the n& and found the 
adulh feeding one bird on the ground which had thick black pinfeathers. 
The other young bird was in the nerrt. One egg never hatched and was 
still in the nest at tbb time. 

As far as I have been able to find out, tbb is &? sathemast record 
for Black-biUed Cu-' nesting in Term- with the excg?tion of the 
mantains of east Tennew%?. It bas been fotmd n&tng at Naahdle. - 
KIf3AN ROEVER, Route 2, Jackson, Tenn. 

CHA!LTANOOOA RlWWITED.--In a Round Table note of the June-Se~L, 
lD42, issue (pages 47-48), I mentlon h d h g  Cliff Swallow n& at a t -  
hmogq July 21, 1942, under the Market street Bridge. The note follow- 
ing that ane gave m e  other d t s  of a few hours afoot,-free time hm 
the Army Inducth Center, and included ref- ta #a pmsence of Saw 
&mow% nut mwiout4 m o r d d  in summer that far south in our State. 
In June of tMs year MIS. and It spent tbe night of June 17 at 
C h a t t a n ~ , m o a r w a g n ~ a n d b f r d n d s o m s m I n o ~ M a ~ f l ~  
late in the evenlnganduntiInoaa oftha 18th th8ere and an Signal Mom- 
t a i n ~ ~ ~ b b e t W e e a a t ~ b ~ a n d . t h e ~ ~ m S o w S p a r ;  
row areas where t~ere still fairly common (I2 singing). BeIra ear- 
in the matm - Wore we wem able to get a - dimz& oi the 
number of Clitf Swallows them tud m u d 4  appmxbakly 110 rids. 

were under the ovefhauging sidewalk at tap, Oa d 
~ ~ ~ . L C . M m , T . O S . S . m e m b e r I I u g a , Z W s s . , h 9 s  
IGMIY v d e d  the cmtbued presence oi the maUowa there. 

The common speck on Looltout (Temasee portlcm) were the Towhee, 
Red-eyed Vlreo, Wood Tbwh, and C b i m  Spamew, followed by the 
Howled Warbler, Camha Wren, arid Yellow-- Vireo. Additional 
warblers were: -4- Black and White, Kenh?&w, Pine, Reds- 
and Sycamore. On Signal Mountain the -0 Bunting was next & 
oommon to the R e d 4  VkPa, while the Towhss was onIy fairly e o m  
The only Field Sgarrows were therr, and a -throated Green, aed 
taro PFairSt W- and fwr Owm-bids wae The Yaw-thmat 
was found with * Song Sparrows, and dong the north shore of tbe 
Tennessee River, at the bridge, we found four male Yellow Warblera W e  
e t  add that the mi@ vf two Sang S m  were h m d  srr we 
thm Cleveland on our wag n-BEN 8. COFFEY, Jr., Idem&& T-. 



CERULEAN W m ' S  NEST M NASHVILLE AREA.--This 
i r r t o ~ ~ ~ o n a ~ W ~ ( ~ ~ ) n e s t t r t  
%in S p h g ,  twlenty miles &WE& of Naphville and in t&e South Hmph 
River Valky. 

~ M h b g n u B d i $ r & o n a n o t . a b a n g l n g b r a n & d ~ - A m ~  
EIm. The height of the nest from the ground, the mndl size of the bid  and 
ib qui& movemenh as w& as the goor light of late a f k n a m  militated 
a i m t  iAmwmbn. 

M w  14- was w adiivlqy at the &which appeared @amgkhd. 
MW 20 the m b g  bird smt well down in the nest. in cub^ cantin- 

ued May 21,25,27. The h b a t i n g  bird wm mt m d  to leave the 
n&morarmktoappmm&Dwinglhis thmew&sof a~lonymityamale 
Cemk~u m8uhly w W h  the immediate ama. l2sm4lxths  of h e  
BeaYab Cemhm and a2me dmmki&c k d b n  of ib nest eupported Ihe 
~uspkim that the Cerulean belonged bo b nest high in the elm. 

On May 28 the female flew to and from the net at frequent in- 
a p p a e  - - bma%hg gwmg* aareiul -Qn w m e  she 

aswrwed wins -h ,  mle eye-Mpe, * p a l e  bufc' on& 
,benewh Uw doulder and me f i b t  law whakhg on ih bred. 

Each detail codhmed my mspidoq but It was not until her mate came 
b-lthemdkw bbtfdedili&ian o i l h e n &  as -tofthe Cerulean 
Wmbk h a m e  IXTWII. 

Birds may be suspeokd of breeding in an a- long before p r m f - W v e  
is e s h b W .  G. R. adayfMd i dmWM a s u n g  male C d e a n  Warbler 
at foadnor h k e  m M e  m, 1016, and ~~ ik nesting mm?. A. F. 
Ganiex colleekd t&e b i d  the =me season to confirm iia identity. However 
'm--&in'' of a nu&ug pair mwt W v e  from either &buildkg 
(- dmmw -1, a nest *th an incubating bird, or 

m d l h g s  or 'flw goung. H. C. Mmk wa- a mnle 
3 4  young a- fmm the mt on June 16, 1948, in Pereg. Warner 

F b r k ~ ~ h a v e ~ C a n e D o m y ~ a n d i t ~ h a p ~  
l h t  m y  obsema01g~g of an active Cerulean's fnom building through 
~ b a ~  and hdimz of n- may be the only such mord b datte for 
&e MnWZe area. Rword of a n& ak Athens in East T- was 
d e  by R i b r d  Gews whose n- rear& "Fwrrd nest of Cedeam Warbler 
m June 5, 1904." (Uigmnt, 1934, 5 (1); p. 3). 

Xu ,two addfama1 marhy krriwks X watd~ed adult C e d e a m  ieed 
f h & d m m  July land on July9.f  w o v E d m t p m m m e . g o e l a i m ~  * m thmc separate pairs for JurreJuly, 1950, wfthotrt Ee rhh  
--, but I m skte that m m y  judgemeat brood seen July 1st 
Was 1- hdepmdent tMn young fmm the observed nwt would h v e  been 
adter &bast a month a-t, and that the b d  sen July 9th was legg well 
- - d ~ # e t r r o o d ~ o n J * I .  
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S ~ & M  lnalrs wem recorded jn at kmd hm *rial but well mmovd 
n a a  during the same seamn so &at our BBaerSn Spring w o d a d  would 
~ r n D o o f f ~ o i l n e o p p ~ ~ f m m ~ ~ 0 5 ~ o n Q h e a & ~  
of * CeFulean W&leh.-KATZERINE A. GOODPASTWRE, 408 Paidax 
Ave., Na&vWe, 5, T e n n m .  

SOME EAST -SEE BIRD OBSERVATIONS. - Suri Sco* 
(Melanitts perspidhta). A single f-, m immature, indivkdual was 
&served on November 5, 1050, five mi le  mrh of Andmmnville, Andewon 
Courrty, Tenn., on N o h  k m i r .  The Scoter was m e  of a mixed aock 
of about thirty ducks Wah were about 300 yards m e .  me bird was 
observed under favorable light conditicm fw about B k n  mtnuh as it 
resDed on the water and b k  as it kmk off and circled overhead. As it flew 
past it was possible b determine &at fi did not bave whik  wing pat&&. 

House W ~ ( ~ 1 o d y t e c r  aedon). Henry Mwer (1946, M k m 4  P. 14) 
reported a number of occumenceg of this species in lthe Knoxville region 
during fie m&ng seamn but obsemed no s u d u l  neabgs. M y  f h t  obser- 
vation was of a singing male sen near Corrlptcm in n0r-t Krvox Co., on 
J u l y  16, 1949. No nest was found. On July 4, 1050, m Ihe bn&ale s t t i o n  
of Knoxville I was g h m  a House Wren mt in a swpended gourd in the 
backyard sf a private home. The homeowner, Mr. B C. Ailor, and his wife, 
took an l n t e d  In the acthitias oi birds and they Dold me that the nest 
contained e m .  A male Huse Wrm sang in h apple b-ee above &e 
s u s m e d  neat and a m d  individual wws - bo leave the nest. In Ihis 
~ m e y a m l i n a O o o l h o u s e 7 5 f e e t f m m ~ ~ ~ t ~ a ~ d ~ o f ~  
species. l%e male of this pair sang fregwtly as I Clkd with 4he Ailm. 
A third male hard in a yam3 thm? b e  away from the Ailor 

Ib indicate that Mis sped= is becoming establkhed as a breeding b M .  

Blue G- IG- h a ) .  Thh #ems defidbels to be 
occurring In the Knoxville region with incmashg frequency. A male waa 
dxerved by Jan= T. m e r  m a r  Knoxville on May 2, 1948. On July 4, 
1948, &he writer observed a singing male near Vrtlley in w w k n  
Knox County. No n& or mate muld be bcabed. On July 5, 1M8, a male 
carrying a Iarge U c t  in its bill was observed miu MubrIfn Heiehb in 
soutiheaetem Krrox Co. Again w nest aould be h t d  A singing male was 
*ed on June 7, 1949, near HeMmIl ir? the e- section of Knox 
County. Neidher a mate nor a mt wtas dsemed. On September 5. 1949, 
kur Blue Gmbeaks were seen near Concord in southwestern Xnox C o w .  
T h e  b ids  were hge* and perhaps comtitutd a h i l y  -up. A singing 
male was e d  in & rmrt%lern part af Knox (30- an May 7, 1950. 
T h e  o-Uons indicate that mis species L li@~tly distributed over me 

county throughmat b rd ing  season. m e  m mt has as yet been 
dound in Kmx County ,the a h v e  a b s e  Mcsk that it p-ly 
does n & J .  C. HOWELL, Dept. of Zwlcrgy? Knoxville, Term. 
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aEPO]ICT OF TEE ANNUAL -43 
The 1951 Annual M e d n g  d the Tennessee OdthoWcal hckb Warr 

held at Standing Stam State Park, near Li- Tam, on May 19 anrl 
13. About nine*-five people attended; there were rewesatatives fmm 
w e r p ~ ~ e x c e p t ~ a s d a ~ t i o n d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ P P d  
another frWD Ahahma. I d g b g  waa provided by the cabins and JII~S 

by the tea mom ob the Stab Wk, and 4th d k d  in a convivial at- 
-re and in many oppdmdtk to meet and tdk with people. Thr 
Park cantah fine woods, a lake, *veral streams, and a few iield$ and 
a large share of the time was spmt in the field looking for birdg Thb 
was perhaw We outstamding way in wbich this meeting dittered irmn 
p*evlaus meetings, beawe the d~ pmximia of living quarters and the 
places where birds were abundant encoumged spending as much t h e  
-ble outdmm. The weather was ideal. A summary of the birdB ob- 
semd during Ihe two days is p e n t 4  in h is  i- in the lpBort 
t h e ~ F a d ~ .  

F l e l d ~ ~ o n s a t u r d a y m o r n i n g a n d ~ ~ ~ h u e d t h r u t h e d a g .  
The dkectms' meetinp ww held at 4:OO pm. on that day. Afkr su- 
a geaeral meeting was Wd in the lodge, bef- a welcome am ilfa 
During this meeting fhffe talks were given: on winter birds of the moun- 
bin tops in -tern -, by Fred Behrend; on waMml Ken- 
tucky by U m m e  Cygert; and on Black Vulture nests, by Samenr 
W. Smw. An 41Wt of ghotogmphs of birds, scenes, and nature obM 
almd covered three walls of the large lode@ rooa A voh  was bald Q 
determiae the bet photogmphs, and Dr. Charles Pickerha of C k b v U  
wan Che tap bOfKllg. 

M o r e ~ ~ w e r e ~ o n ~ m o r n i r r k ~ ~ a i k r  
&mer the final rnecthtg was held. The actions of the d h c b m  
in the meting oi hhe previous afAemoaq were approved These iW in- 
~ & e r e p o t t s o f t h B ~ , e d i ~ r * ~ o f t h e p l a a p i n o c o m -  
mittee, and &ahman of the membemhip wmmittee; all these qmts in- 
dicated that ihe teddy is healthy. Fred Behr@nd was appointed to - 
ordinate studies of hawk migration. Dr. George Mayiield was apphted a 
mprwentatlve of the T. 0. S. to be at a hearing held by ernny en- 
on a ,project concerning Reelfoot Iake. The meeting place for I962 was 
termtatlvely chosen, Montgomery Bell State Park. It was mmmced that 
the I952 me@- of &I? W&m Ornithaloeid Club, a na- 
tion-wide memkmhip, was to be held at GaWnburg, Tens, and that the 
T. 0. S. wwld act in sponsoring this meeting to h held in late A m .  

! he  fallowing oStiesrs were elected: Pmsident-AWrt F. Ganh of 
N a m ,  Vice-- i& Wcst -Kirby StrLryer of 'MrmW, 
V-t icp Middle -Mm. E. W.  good^ d Neb, 
V l a - w t  for East !Jk- W. Bduwd of -tun, &e- 
retaw-Edwin D. S m r  of Nashville, T m m m - L a m  G. Kent d 



Memphis, EditorJames T. Tanner of Knowilk, CuratoE-Bar B. tXfey 
of Memphis, Dhihr-at-hge from WfRest T-- Cyaert d 
Park, Director-at-- fmn Middle Term-A&ed Clebmzh of C l a r b  
vflle, Director-at-large from East Ten-Mm, R. A. M- of Hnox- 
ville, Chairman of Finance Committee--Al H. Mayfield of Nashville, Chair- 
man d manning [=ommitk-Jaseph C. Howell of Kmxdk. 

The businegs was dispatched promptly, and immediaw after ad- 
hurnment the exodus began to the different cornas of the Stab. 

HAWK MIGBATION 1PBOJECTdonsiderable interest having been 
aroused during recent yeam in an effort to hatm the direction and course 
of the southward migration oi the --winged Hawk the ma* lends 
itself nicely to our work afield. V w  mble obeewathna have h made 
in the mountains of Pennsylvania, Maryland, etc., and to a legser extent 
southeastwardly thru the Allegknies, where trace d the flights is aU but 
lost on their journey to South and Central America. Mom &mations are 
n d e d  amass Tennessee as well as m u t h e  and our members are urged 
to b afield thru September to watch for and report such flighk Ob- 
are cautioned to examine distant flocks with are tu h eatain b y  are 
not Nighthawks or vultures and to mention any m t y  that may exist 
in identification. I have appointed Mr. Fred W. Bshrend of Elh'bethtOn 
as Chainnan of a committee to further this project and a m  asking our 
members to rooperate with him. Mr. Mrend has already made considerable 
observations on hawks in northeast Tetmessee and he w3U be glad to hear 
from prospective cooperators-MRS. BEN B. COFFEY, Reddent 

An incident that happened on a New Jersey beach i l b h t e a  a frequent 
oceurence in bird identification. A beginning bird student met an old and 
mspzdml ornithobgkt, Dr. Witmer Stone, on thc beach and reported to 
him that he had seen dozens of Nddy Terns, wid birds, that m o m .  
His statement met diddid, o u w t  and -ably very in i taw dis- 
belief. H e  was ready to swear that they wen? N d d y  Terns: "They muat 
be, they are dark terns with Ught  fortheadf. Thm it was poinkd out 
to him that immatunt Black Terns a W  have dark bodies and light tors- 
heads, He imedlawS re- tbat was what ha had been sdng, for 
there were aIso many adult Black Terns along the ha&. All oi a sudden 
the Noddy Terns were no more. 

In the manner of -6 Fabks, tha maral of W Wt ia "Don't iden* 
a bird as one of a rare spedcs d e w  rn haw all of the femak, 
immature, fall and wfnter plumam oi ihe cmmmmr speeia." This is net 
always e w ,  esmthlly when yau comMer that some birds Hke the Orchard 
Oriole have as many as five dftterent plumage. 

What should a perscm do when he sees a bfrd he does not -? 
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I t f a n o t ~ t o m ~ f L  

The wmng thing to do is to immdiately look at the book, for that Is llkelg 
to lead to tramfedng what is seen in the pi- b what was thought 

to be seen on the bird, and while this is h a m  fie bird will pmbabb 
fly away. The best thing to do is to care- look at the bird, and then to 
draw a sketch of it. You do not have to be an artist Anyone can draw a 
sirnple outline of a bird, as seen fmm & side or from below, and mr 
wtIine mark the positions of wing-barn, s*, tail bands, other rndcims, 
and colors. The shape of the bill, and Eafl should also be included. 
If thfs is done well, the observer wlll not concentrate on some features 
and overlook others, but will $et a compleZe record ot bird's pI- 
and appearance. Then he can examine the book careiullJr and klsumly. 
And be will have a record of hts observations that he can show to Doubtbg 
Thomases. 

Despite careful observations, Wting and distance can play mean 
tricks on a bird student. White-breasted birds among leaves lighted by the 
sun may appear b have yellow underparts k m t w  of &ledion h m  the 
leaves. Birds in the sky or on the water with no near object for comparison 
may appear to be of almost any size. Purple Martins have been callid 
hawks and Pied4illed Grebes have been identifled as m. 

When in doubt or when seeing a rare WES, gtt someone P i ,  fl it b 
at  a11 possible, to lmk at it. Two persons agredng on an idedfimtlon i~ 
far better than one. Remember kt an identifiation with a question 
mark i 4  not an Identiilcatton. It is not necessary, in fa& it la hym~ible, 
tn fdemtifv every bird seen. Everg expert in the field frequentty lowers 
his binomIan and says, 'Well, there is one that I cannot tell." 
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