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MOW BIRDS SPEN'D THEIR WINTER NIGHTS 

I n  mid-win,ter, birds spend more than half of their time a t  roost. During 
this time they gather no food but mimt retain a bodily waimth considerably 
greater  than thnt  of humans. When we  consider our own dry  and heated 
habitations and provisions f o r  a warm night's sleep, we wonder unendingly 
how such small and fragile creatures a s  birds can live the long, cold nights 
th ru  when hard rains, sleet and bitter north winds add to their discomfor,t 
ant1 peril. Little specific da ta  has been published on this subject, so a sym- 
posiunl was called for  and what  inry be rexarded a s  a first installment i s  
givcn below. A g ~ o d  deal has  been made known of the  communal roosts of 
gregarious species, suah a s  those of the Grackles, Robins Swifts etc., and to 
keep this articlc to  i ts  assigned length, reports on these have been deferred 
to  a fu ture  issue.-EDITOR. 

By SCOTT I~UTCHISON, Memphis, Tcnn.--The folloviing observations have 
lteen made about my bonze in the subul.bs. A female Flicker sleeps in my 
30 room Martin box, using a front  room, on the first floor on the east side. 
A male Flirker roosts in a one room box ab0u.t 150 feet away. This box was 
designed for  Crest-d Flycatchers and the Flicker enlarged the hole to  accom- 
motlate his greater size.--In February, 1942, I often heard the lusty call 
of a Carolina Wien just afp-er daylight and in the la te  afternoon about 30 
~ninutes   before tl71k. On se-ceral afterncons I wn,tchcd in order to  locate the 
bird's roosting place but was unsuccessful. Ozie evening as  I watched the 
:;on.rstcr, he sudtlcnly flrw towaid the ground and dauted thru a latticeti fence. 
.Tvst bcyond, a n  old grey sh i t t  hung on a clothes line just under the roof of 
the xaragc. I t  had hong .there sa~net ime and a sleeve thrown over the line 
fortllcd a pocket of its Upper half. I brushed by this a s  I passed and out flew 
Iny Wren. From a nearby hidi~ig placc, I saw the biid return and daut into 
the slee~,c. This roost continued to be used f o r  nearly two months and on 
occ ;~~ions  I visited the  slecper a t  night and, obscr~ring with a shielded flas!l- 
light, found him f a s t  asleep with his hcntl b:hind a m ~ n q  and his tail always 
t9wac.d the opcr,ing.--A male ant1 a famale 1C8artlinal sleep in the shrubs on 
the  enst side of the house. A Mockingbird drove them away from a privet 
he ice  on the wcst side, presumably because there were berries there.---- 
Two Starlings n c r e  roosting in February in anothe?-, smaller, )Martin box 
but  their occup:~~:cy was irregular. One was seen carrying leaves into a 
box, the  first of February. I suppose this was nesting material, ra ther  than 
'%e:lding." 
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By ALFRED ICLEBSCH, ~Clarksville, Tenn.:-Many of our small winter birds 
seek the 'protection of honeysuckle (lonicwa) and other evergreen thickelts 
when darkness falls. lYhey fly towards them in short, dashes and itheir move- 
ments show wariness. Tawhees an~d Cardinals turn in early, White-throats, 
Song and Swamp Sparrows follow, while the Chickadees linger awhile. But 
ilt isn't long before the feeding grounds are still and from the vine-covered 
slopes come bed-time calls from one bird to mother. I visiixd such roosting 
place one night after a winter census. My dog, "Pal," was prowling through 
the honeysuckle and aroused one of the sleepers, but suddenly he came c o w  
ering to my side. I looked up and saw a Barred Owl glide toward us noise- 
lessly. Then in the moonlight the Owl must have caught sight of us. He 
veered off and strong beats of his wings senk him away.-We wonder what 
other birds do on winter nights and catch but few glimpses. Late one Novem- 
ber afternoon when a raw chill wind struck out of the west I flushed a Blue- 
bird f,rom a Rabin's nest up in a medium sized maple tree. 'The wind ruffled 
his feathers badly and while I was watching he returned and settled back inko 
the nest. Sometimes we may read the signs and guess what happened. After 
the cold weather in January, 1940, I found drappinsgs in a number of old 
nests and concluded they must have given shelter to some winged travellers. 
That year I saw places where Horned Larks and Longspurs had roosted on 
the ground in the scant protection of frozen clods among the rubbish of disked 
comn~ttralks.-Of man-made structures, the iron trusswork of brid#ges and 
water-tanks has come to my notice as  the resting place chosen by Flickers. 
Walking home in pouring rain from our last winter census I scared out two 
of them in the middle of the afternoon f 8 r w  the steel span across M~oAdoo 
Creek and near my home is a water tank in whose sup~poxtts I have also found 
Flickers roosting in sheltered niches. 

By A M ~ I A  R. LASKEY, Nashville, Tenn.-An article "W~here Wild Birds 
Sleep" by S. F. Aaron (Dearborn Independent 1927), in which the author 
described his patient search for the roositing places of many species, his 
success in many cases and complete 'bafflement in others, aroused my inter- 
est in this (phase of bird life. I began keeping notss on my own observations. 
Aside from the numerous roosts of Crows and the mixed flocks ofGrackles, 
S tar l iq~s ,  Redwihgs, Rusty   black birds, Martins, and Robins a t  various 
locations, the greater part  of my diata was obtained about my home.- 
Mourning Doves go to roost about dusk. A magnolia tree was often 
used, particularly in February and March. Two (birds frequently wished 
to 'use i,t but one ,would finally leave for other quarters. Tall privet was 
used and later in the season, deciduous growth shrukibery, hackberry and 
catalpa 'trees.-Cediar Waxwings in flocks of 10-310 have been found in a 
spruce tree, a magnolia, tall lilac bushes, ,plum thicket and among the 
grown dried leaves still clinging to the lower branches of the pin oak in 
very early spring. The lilacs and plum trees were used in late spring. 
They too often go to roost early; April 18, 1942 a t  6:40 P. M. when the 
sun was still high in the west, I was startled by the explosive flight of a 
flock from a plum thicket that I had not seen as  I approached.-In April 
1942 I banded an ingenious pair of Carolina Wrens that  Francis Lawrence 
had discovered one night in his garage when his ear lights revealed two 
little tails protruding from a fold of an old portiere 'hanging there.--- 



~Mockingibirds often enter  buildings f o r  proitection frvm the  cold. I have 
records f o r  a mated pair going into a garage bu t  using seperate perches, 
two in porches, and one t h a t  went down a chimney a t  dusk. Each winter, 
evergreen trees and shrubs susch a s  cedar, spruce, and Amoor River privet 
were used. A beauty bush near the house was  occupied in summer. On one 
night a mated pair  roosted on the  same Awig; i t  was opposite a window. Once 
one came in early spring t o  privet shrubs a t  the house, tucked her head i n  
her feathers and took a nap  i n  mid-morning.-Bluebirmds in Warner Parks 
regularly use the  nest (boxes in  winter f o r  sleeping quarters,  a s  evidenced 
by the  quantities of regurgitated hackberry seeds and the  droppings aocumu- 
lating there each cold season. A t  the  f a r m  home of Miss Cynthia Tompkins, 
two Bluebibirdls f u ~ n i s h e d  considerable amusement a s  during the 194243 winter 
they squabbled for  best position on a ledge under the eaves, wisible from in- 
doors. Each wanted the  inside spot, repedtedly hopping over and pushing 
the  occupant to  the outside.--A Chickadee liked to use a gourd suspended 
do a t ree when the  nights were cold.-For many years Slate-colored Juncos, 
in  groups a s  high a s  20, regularly used the  dense growth of English ivy on 
the broad stone chimney of our house f o r  roosting. As this is the outlet from 
our heating plant, (the stone absorbed enough heat  to give off warmth which 
must have made i t  particularly desirable on cold nights. Juncos began to fly 
i n  a t  4 p. m. They also have (been found in the foundation plankings of ever- 
greens and in a cedar tree. A Towhee sometimes joined the  Juncos i n  the 
ivy; another was  found in the  spruce a t  the front  of tthe lot. Other members 
of the Sparrow family used the shrubs near the  house; in May a Whitethroat 
used the  beauty bush (Kolquitzia) which at t h a t  time was cascaded with its 
lovely tiny pink bell-like blossoms. Clumps of privet tha t  formerly grew a t  
the ends of the house were favoriites of many small sparrows, including White- 
throats  and White-crcvwns a s  well as  Cardinals. There were many arguments 
between the la t ter  and the Mockingbirds a t  deep dusk. A small arborvitae 
was used in Februlary, 1939, by two recently arrived Chipping Bparrows. Na- 
tive sparrows also liked the  pin oak in December when the  twigs, densely 
covered with cupped brown leaves, gave protective concealment a s  well a s  
shelter.-In FerSruary, Myrtle Warblers were startled more than once from 
a dangle of coral honeysuckle vines on the south side of the garage where 
at least two had gone to roost.-In the  ,March, 1942, MIGRANT, p. 14, I gave 
some dkervat ions on the  roosting of Bab-whites. 

By BERT POWE%, JR., Memphis, Tenn. : -Birds can hide and find shelter 
in many unusual places and they do not need a place tha t  is warm; o~l ly  a 
wind breaker t h a t  will give them proteotion from the wind and, if possible, 
shelter from rain a s  well. Hiding in such places birds can weather the coldest 
blow with comparative comfort. The reason for this is t h a t  their feathers, 
layer over layer, provide excellent insulation. Another factor in their favor 
2s t h a t  their hearhbeat is more rapid than t h a t  of our own and this circu- 
lates their  blood more rapidly. Given sufficient food, i t  is improbable tha t  a 
bird would die f m m  cold.-Last summer we had a morningglory vine twist- 
ing up  the  square brick columns t h a t  s u p ~ o r t  the roof of our vorch and when 
winker came on I persuaded my mother to  let i~ t  remaill so  i t  would offer a 
refuge f o r  the birds. A pair of Oardinals have used this mass of dead vines 
a s  a roosting place and every evening we can watch the birds sneak to bed. 
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They get on the side that gives ~potection from the wind and the porch roof 
keeps them dry.-English Sparrows have long found that houses offer good 
roosting places. At the home of a friend, each column cap of the front porch 
was found one night Ito have one of these sparrows crouched upon it. There 
they found shelter from both wind and rain.-Flickers and perhaps other 
woodpeckers are having stiff competition for their roordting holes from Star- 
lings. Behind my house is a small woodlot and in i t  is a large dead tree 
where Flickers have nested for years and roosted there in winter. On March 1 
I saw a Flicker vainly trying to hold his lofty bedroom against the persidtent 
intrusion of a group of Starlings which finally exhausted his energy and 
patience and caused him to retire in their favor. 

JAMES A. ROBINS (N,mhville) has recorded in THE MIGRANT (1%6,7 : 21) a 
unique winter roost of a Mockingbird on the Peabody College campus. This 
bird chose a .perch a few inches above an electric bulb on the side of a vine- 
clad brick ,building. In its bright, warm radiation this Mocker slept snugly 
thru the coldest nights. 

GDDBCE R. MAYFIELD (Nashville) states lhat  he has flushed Bluebirds a t  
dusk lbhat had sought their winter roosting place among the dry l e m s  of 
pin oaks that hang on kill spring. These large leaves are in bunches and curl 
up a t  the tips thus affording abscmity and a degree of shelter. A. F. Ganier 
and Mrs. Lasky (above) report Cedar Waxwings using these oak leaves 
similarly, for roosting. 

By I L L B ~ T  F. GANW, Nashville:-Mockingbirds often roost upon an old 
nest of their own or on that of a Thrasher, especially if located in a thorny 
osage-orange tree and close to the ground and therefore partly smwned from 
the wind. Many have thus keen found a t  dusk and droppings in most such 
nests during the winter gives further evidence. Other favorled roosting sites 
are privet hedges (until the leaves fall off a t  midwinter), masses of honey- 
suckle or greenbrier vines that have climbed, and among the thick branehes 
of catalpa bungei quiite often grown in  parks and lawns. Vwice d have found 
them gone to most in a dhearded tangle of farmers wire field fence, there 
safe from intruders a t  least.----Chickadees and Titmice roost in cavities in 
winter and that such quarters are often cramped is shown by the fact that  
many of those that come to my window feeding ahelf for breakfast, still have 
their tails bent. I have captured two that had spent winter nights in low 
Bluebird boxes s t  my home.-A Carolina Wren was found roostin,g on 
chilly September nights in the pocket of an old coat khat had hung for some 
time on a rear porch. Another habitually roosted between two timbers on 
the inside of a garage wall. Still another would spend the nights in an old 
wrens nest in a box placed near the ceiling of a back porch. On March 14, 1943, 
one ;took lodging for that (clear) night in a pile of cedar boughs although 
buildings were near.-Pileated Woodpeckers roosts habitually in a hoilow 
limb or trunk of a live tree, both to avoid the dampness of raiten wood and 
as security wim win!ler storms which often break off and fell dead 
trees. There are always two and often three openings provided, possibly for 
ventilation but more likely to ,permit rapid exit in case a marauder should 
enter one of the holes.-Downy Woodpeckers excavate a hole in autumn 
quite often in a fence post, which location is safe from winter storms. Wood- 



peekers of all Iiinds use considera:ble judgment in not excavating their roodt- 
ing holes i n  limlbs or trees so rotten, tahalt they a r e  likely to be brolren by 
stc1rms.--Flickers a r e  more protime to roost about buildmings or in natural 
cavities. I saw one go into the caviLy of a live walnut during January a t  
roosting time. Edgar  JAeNish reported to me t h a t  he had seen as many as 
half a dozen go into the hollow top 01 a big sycamore to  roost.-I believe 
th:it Bluc Jays  regularly roost in natural cavities when cedars a r e  noit avail- 
;:?ale at:d Bluelbird's habitually c!o so. Very good evidence of Jays  and Flickers 
roost in^ in such cavities is the factt t h a t  their feathers a re  often found in 
them, showing t h a t  they had bccn capjtured there by predators. Screech Owls 
::re prc5aibly chiefly responsfil~e, for  feathers a rc  nearly always fouind in holes 
too small to be entered by the larger owls, besides, Flickers and Jays  a re  too 
heavy f o r  a S8c1,cech Owl to transport from elsewhere.-Nuthatches and 
Brown Creepers pro'biably roost in natural cavities too, aliLhough one could 
conccive tha: they wouic! hnvc p ~ o t e c t i o i ~  iron1 rain and greater  security iron1 
enenlies  by 1,oosting under the shingle-like bark of the shag-bark hickory, 
swamp white oak or siwilar species.-In late winter, White-throalted Spar-  
rot-is, Juncos and Towhees will roost in a loose flock upon the  ground in 
\roods. The place scle~ctcd is where many lcaves have collected in  low under- 
::.rev.-t!: such cs  bilc.li-?~~~zh, cane, grcenF5rier and blackberry briar. The first 
ii.,vo s:)csics i~nniei: also frequently roost alllid grass  and roosts tha t  overhang 
r:reek banlrs. Xlnn:; with Cardinals they have a very decided preference also 
for a dense briar 1:niich.--Meadowlarks, a s  might bc supposed, roost on the 
fronnd in gi-n:sy i.c.lds; :ict,t in co~vpact groups but scattered here and there. 
Th-y !nay tl-ius ?J? flush~tl a t  dusk along with Savannah Sparrows.----On 
Jan. 13, 104,9, in eornpaiiy with ?3r. Ben B. Coffey and about 15 lnilcs north 
of 3lei:i!~his, v;c watchcrl Lnpl;~::I L,on,gapurs go to roost a t  dusk. Tlhcre were 
n.%~ut 403 in the ??-;el< and :liter Elyi:lg ahont: in a compact flock, they suddenly 
tl?opl:rrl t o  t!lc :;r~.i~nc! a ~ l d  q~iic!:!y hid the~mselves in the thiclr grass  which 
zrew thcrc. 

'Tilr,.c !!as b! :;I ~:!!:!~ir conj-ctul-e u~pon t,!it? 1on:;":vitg of xvild birtls arid 
L-~r:til the otiveru: c;f i)i~:liiir ~,arlir:g. i t  v a s  practicaJiy i!npossib!e to  secure dlefinite 
:::. ,:.x on tlii:j :;u:,juc. t. Bg t!:c ~bau,iling 1nr.thoc1, ~I.OI-JC?~ c:., i t  h,:i,s been possib!c 
I : ' ?  Irravc that et:rt:lin in:iivid~~;rl i)i:mdix ;kt ler~sf; do live Iu'r a li~~i111)cr of yca~r;;. 
'Thc follry~ving cl!:~t.-:, ~;~caumul~:ti.tl c!,uring rny ,bantli:l?: opcr3tions, a rc  hcrc 
pr~.~c~:,t::cl ns ri~e"n'!c infoi'ini;~tiorl on :1'1is ii~teresling prilblctil. 

TAic rcco~c!r; cf 11iy i~:nc!it:.g skatio~:~:; 3.t N~a:~hv,/lie sho:v thal, 220 bi,i.& 
(26 :.peyics) bavc !:em fot~nd to have ?e .~chcd  the :;j:a of 3% geaw or more. 
,r.~. : 1:p;c recc.rcis ::!,v!.i. ncaily 12 yc~i r s  of cont.inuous trtr,!:pi~:g a t  I I I ~  11~:nlc arid 
ncrio*'ic trap pin,^ ::1 sevc~~.~:i~l s~~~b:;tatio::ms. Ci~atefal acki~owlctigrment is made 
to  di~h,~. ie  vjho !:a:a assist,ctl a t  va;'i:)as ti:~les.'!' Sillce August, 11931, 2,1,000 
hji-;:,:; ~f 123 F,~~II;:::.~ hnvc bccn li:i.nc?cd a n d  in nddition, ovcr 36,000 Chi 'm~~ey 

*-.i ,,ocr~c:.. T ~ ~ ~ . ~ r ~ ' . i t ~ - , ,  fi:.s. E. C .  I!ic?,?,  .!. C .  ~ ; : I I I ~ ~ I : - ,  ' 5T .  I.. R i p p y .  Jr . ,  , \r t !~~rr  3?cP.T~lrrav,  
x,J't,~. ':ir!lt>-cn, F. S. ~ , z ~ v ~ ~ c ~ ~ r c ,  (:. Jz*: ,,P, Tr., F. r:. ('?:~?l.. '.!l, b.!. 5. C::xt ie~,  A .  1 ; .  Ganizr ,  - .  . . v ,  1. i V t : I k ,  7.,rl , > : : , c :5 .  
.,.L!:-, !$I. i>i:,ca>!~L.~.s, .7. 1:. Is ic;<:~l i ,  l:. t ' .  ~ ~ l < n ; l ~ ,  : I ,  2c!iA,-,? 
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Swifts since 1938. This total of 57,000 birds includfes the 13,0100 Swifts banded 
in  Nashville under the leadlersrhip and Fedenal permit of J. B. Calhoun, whose 
recards a re  kept in  my file. 

For  brevity, the tabulaltian~s a r e  given in  condensled form. All bandiwg 
ncwmbew 'have been omitted; a long dash separates the records of intdividiuals. 
Sex is shown where deten~mined and is ind'icated by "M" for  male and "F" for  
female. Tlhe first date s h a m  represents the date of ,banding. Ages s h o r n  
are minimum, since many adulk  may hawe been several years old when 
first trapped. 

Of the age records ascertained, 1 was  found t o  be a t  least 11 yearls 09 
age, 1 was 10, 1 was 9, 2 were 8, t l  was  71%, 3 were 7, 3 werle 6%, 13 were 

6, 6 wlwe 5%, 32 were 5. 13 were 4%, 138 were 4, and 14 were 3% years 
of age. Of the four-year record's, 84 were of Chimney 9wiIts. A Fuburs 
paper will discuss returns and recoveries of this species. 

ICIHLMNEY SWIFTS: ,110/16/28, Chatbanooga, Tenn.; rekaken Nashville 
10/22/39; 11 pears-10/9/30, J~aslper, Tenn.; retaken Nashville 9/18/39; 
9 years.-8/17/34, Illinois; rebaken Nashville 1'0/1/39; 5 yeam.-5/19/35, 
Onbario, Clanada; retaken Nashville 9/1,1/40; 6 yeam.-9/23/34, W. Vla.; 
retakcm Nashville 9/7/41; 7 years.-5/16/315, Wisconsin; relbaken NashWille 
9/13139; 5 years.-10/2/36, Wisconsin;  erak ken Nwhviile 9/14/41; 5 
years.-79 bandied in Nadhville and 2 banded in CJarksville in 1938 were 
retaken in N~ashville in 1942; alge 4 years. As less than 200 Swifts were 
banded in N~shvitllle previous to 1938, i t  is obvim~s age record~s are restric~ted~. 
One 1938 bird has been lretaken in 19319, 1940, 11941, and 1942. 

lH$AIRY W0,ODPECKEIR: M; 3/5/33; killed about 4/25/36; 4 years.-- 
,M; 4/2/37; retaken 4/17/40; 4 years. 

DOWNY TVO'ODPEICKEIR: M; 3/1/32; repeated 4/20/32 and 1/31/34; 
found dead 9/16/36 near station; 5 year plus.-M; 91/23/53; rebaken 5 
times, last date 4/12/39; 6 years.-F. 12/5/35; lrdaken 3/8/39; 4 years. 

BLUE JAY:  9/15/32; rebaken 5/2,3/37; 5 yetars.--4/25/33; shot 
6/3/38 ; 6 years.----7/27/37 ; rdbalcen 5/24/42 ; 5 yeaiw. 

'TUF'TEID TITMOUSE: 2/5/33; repeated 8 times, to  1/2/36; 3% years. 
-12/19/35; lretaken 4 times, to  1/31/40; 4% years.-1/8/38; retaken 
5 times, to 4/8/42; 5 years.-2/fl'9/318; retaken 6 times, to 11/21/42; 5% 
yetars. 

fCAROiLINA WRESN: M; 6/25/34; $retaken 20 b'imes,  to 1/18/38; 4 %  
years.-F; 11/19/34; retaken 12 times, to  4/19/39; 5 y e a m  

MOfCKINGBIlRD : M ; 8/27/31 ; disappeared March '35; 4 years.- 
4/14/33 ; disiappeared fDw. '35; 3 Yz years.-9/15/33 ; retaken 5/27/38; 
5 years.-3/10/34; retaken 5/8/41; 8 ycrars.-M; 5/8/35; retaken to 
8/5/39; 5 ye~ars.-10/3/35; disappea~red April '39; 4 yeam.-F. 3/22/36; 
shot 11/3/39; 3% years.-M; 10/1/36; still oclcu~pying his territory a t  my 
home Marzh '43; almost 7 years.-M; juv.; 5/14/37; killed by cat 6/15/42; 
5 year?.-9/24/37; reported lcillcd 1/30/41; 3% years.-M; 9/16/38; 
retaken 1940 and 3/2/43; 5 years. 
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CATBIRD: 8/13/311; rdorned  1932, 33, 34; last dlaihe 6/21/34; 4 years. 
---6/6/32; retaken 5/1113/35; 4 years. ----6/24/38; retaken 7/3/36; 4 years. 
7/4/33; retaken 1935, 6/19/36; 4 years.-7/5/33; retaken 1935, 4/28/36; 
4 yeaus.-5/17/34; retaken 1937; hilled by auto, 7/26/37; 4 years.- 
6/5/34; ratlaken, Bast date 9/21/37; 4 yeais.-7/1/37; returned 1938, 39, 
40, 41, last tiaken 9/10/41; 4 years.-Imm. 9/7/37; retaken 1938, 40, last 
date 7/19/41; 4 year1s.----5/18/38; retaken 1939, 40, 5/19/41; 4 years. 

BlROWN THRABBEIR: 8/30/32; 'retaken 1932, 33, 34, 35, to 8/8/35; 
4 yeail s.---6/29/33 ; retaken 1934, 35, 37,40, to 3/23/40; 8 years.--4/26/36, 
taken 1937, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42 to 3/16/42; 7 years.-8/19/36; re~taken in 

38, 39, 40 to  5/16/40; 4 years. 

ROlBIN : 9/30/31; retaken 1933 and 11/3/35; 4 % ye1ars.--M ; 9/13/33 ; 
fountd sick, &ied 3/20/42; 10 years.-F; 9/30/35; last seen 7/4/39; 4 years. 
-F; 10/7/35; killed by auto 5/20/39; 4 years.-9/16/36; retaken 11838, 
39, 40, to  3/14/40; 4 years.-9/18/35; n a c w s r d  spring 1940; 4 years.- 
6/27/37; died 6/2/40; 4 yetars.-ill; 3/11/38; ratlaken 1939, 1940, to  
2/29/41; 4 years. 

BLUEBIRD: n l ;  4/16/312; retaken 1933, 34, to  9/23/34; 3 years.---- 
F ;  4/26/36; retaken 1937, 33, 39, t o  11/4/39; 4% years.-F. 5/24/39; 
retalien 1940, 41, 42, to  4/2/42; 4 years. 

STARILING: :/?/3G; found dkad Dec. 19'10, 5% years.-----3/1/36; re- 
turned 1/27/39; 2% yearns. 

YEILLOW WARBLER: 6/lG/37; retaken 1938, 5/30/41; 5 years. 

NORTHERN YE~LLOVIT'IPEOAT : F; 8/31/32; last taken 7/26/37; 6 
years.---Imm. hI; 9/9/32; retaken 1933, 34, 35, 36, to  9/19/36; 4 years.--- 
N; 9/3 /3G; retaken 1937, 39, 41, to 9/b6/41; 6 )cars.-M; 9/13/36; retaken 
3937, 318, 39, 40, 41, to  6/28/41; 6 years. 

PELhOJV-BRjCAISTED CMAT: 5/21/36; retaken 1937, 40, to 9/15/40; 
5 J eatis. 

BRONZEID CRAICI~LE: F ;  6/17/32, retaken 7/24/35; 4 years.----&I; 
3,/2 ?/34 ; yetaken 3/22/38; 5 years.---PIT ; 2/l18/36; ~qtclkm 5/30/41; 6 years. 
-- Younq; 8/31/36; shot 10/11/40; 4 years plus.-F; 7/26/37; retaken 
7/2/40; 4 year:?.--M; 4/1/38; shot 9/13/41; 4 years plus-F; 6/2/28; 
c!icd April 1942; 5 years. 

CARDINAL: 31; 2/2/32; rctakcn until Aprll 19133; 4 years.-- 
F ; 12/17/::2; retaben 2/26/36; 3 % goals.---F ; 2/4/33; pern~anent  resident 
to 9/4/35 3% yeais.-M; 7/3/34; retaken 4/16/37; 4 years.--Young M ;  
! 3/27/34; lctakrn 3/17/40; 6 ~eaus.-M; 12/17/34: retalrcn 1/27/40; 
6;/L years.---PI; D/10/35; found dead 1/1/41; 5?'2 years.---F; 1/25/36; 
retaken to 6/7/39; 4 years.----F; 12/16/36; found doad 6/17/40; 4 years.-- 
F ;  2/16/37; retaken 3/25/40; 4 years.-~UV. F;  8/4/37; found injured 
8/14/41; 4 yells.-F; 8/20/37; retaken to 11/18/40; 3:4 years.----1m. M ;  
9/3/37; retaken to 3/3/43 ; 6 years.----1nlm. M ; 9/3/37 ; retaken to 1/28/43 ; 
555 years.-M; 8/31/37; retaken 1/4/42; 4% years.-F; 3/31/39; retaken 
12/31/41; 3% years.-M; 5/30/39; retaken 3/24/42; 4 years. 
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INDI'GO BUNTGNG: Emrm. 1; 8/30/35; returned 1935, 37,38, found dead 
5/19/38; 5 yearsJ--F; 8/21/34; retaken 1936 and 19.38; died 5/26/38; 
5 years.-M; 9/9/34; retaken 1935, 10/1/38; 5 years.-M; 5/17/35; 
retaken 1936, 37, 38, 39, 40, to 6/4/40; 6 years.--N; 5/23/35; retaken 
1936, 37, 38, 39, to 5/21/39; 5 years. 

G OLDFINIOH : F ; 8/7/35 ; retaken 9/3/38 ; 4 years.-F ; 9/28/39 ; 
retaken 1940, 41; found dead n w r  station 3/19/42; abodt 3 years. 

RED-EYED TOWHEE : M ; 6/26/33; retaken 1/19/36; 3 % years.- 
Imnl. F; 7/17/34 retaken to 9/26/37; 3 years plus.-Ymg F; 11/29/34; 
found dead 3/8/39; 5 years.-Imm. F ;  %/20/35; retaken to 1939; found 
dead 9/28/39; 4 years.-Young M; 10/26/35 in Belle Meadk; retaken bhere 
1/1/36; uebaken 2 miles east 8/3/36; found on road near place of banding 
1/31q43 unable to eat o r  fly, glumage good. There had been 6 days of ice 
covered ground. Bird fed by hand by A. IR. L., recovered, released 2/7/43; 
flew welil; 7% pears.-F; 10/30/35; retarken 1/28/40; 534 y e a r s . - 4 ;  
11/13/35; rdtaken to 4/7/40; 5 yeam.-Ymg F; 10/12/36 later nested 
near station; retaken to 12/20/42; 6% years.-Young F; 10/27/36; retaken 
to 2/7/41; 4% years.-M; 3/25/37; m'caken to  7/17/41; 5 years.-Imtn. 
M ;  6/30/37; retaken to  5/26/42; 5 years.-Young M; 9/36/37; retaken 
to 5/17/42; 5 years. 

SLATE-OOLOIRED JUNOO: Young M; 2/8/33; retaken 1935, 37, last 
12/27/38; 6% years.-2/11/35; retaken 1935, 36, 37, 39, last 3/23/40; 
6 years.-Of others trapped and taken, 4 h~ad lived 5 years, 1 for 4%. 4 
for 4, and 3 for 3% years. 

FIELD SPAIRIROW: 10/5/34; retaken each summer to 5/8/40; 6 years. 
- -3 /27/33;  retaken 1934, 35, 36, 37, to 4/1/37; 5 y e a r s . 4 / 2 8 / 3 3 ;  re- 
talien 1934, 35, 36, 37, t o  4/20/37; 5 years.-I-. 8/3/37; retaken each 
spring to 3/21/42; 5 years.----Of others trapped and retaken, 5 had lhed to 
4% years, and 12 to 4 years. An immature, banded 7/18/33, was retaken 
1934, 35, 36 and to 4/3/37, during which period i t  was captured more than 
350 times a t  rthe banding station. It left each year by early November and 
returned each March. 

WIII'TE-CEOlWNED SPARROW: 3/23/32; being in adult plumage, i t  
inust have fhbatched 11930 at the latest; last date retaken 5/3/34; 4 yeam- 
Adult; 11/6/33; retaken 1934, 35, 37, to 3/16/37; 5  ears.-Imm. 11/6/33; 
retaken 1934, 35, 36, 37, to 12/7/37; 4% years.-Im. 11/14/33; m a k e n  
1934, 35, 36, to 10/28/37; 4 years. 

GANBBL'S SPARIROW: Adult; 2/1/32; being in this plumage, i t  must 
have hatched 1930 a t  the latest; retaken 1933, 1934, to 3/10/34; 4 years.- 
Imm. 12/11/34; retaken 1935, 37, to 11/B5/37; 3 years plus. 

IV~IIITE-THIROATED SPARROW: F ;  11/30/32; retaken 1934 and last 

i2/13/37; 5% years.-F; 12/31/34; retaken 1935 and last 2/3/40; 6 years. 
-Two others banded and retaken had lived between 3 and 3% years. 

SONG SPARROW: 2/2/37; retaken 1968, 1940, 1942 and 2/13/43; 
655 years.-12/16/32 ; retaken 1/20/36; 3 % years.-Two others trapped 
and retaken had lived a t  least 3 years. 

NASHVILLE, TENN., March, 1943. 



THE IVORY-BILLED WOO'DPECKER 
A REVIEW O F  THE REPORT BY JAMES T. TANNER 

The Ivory4billed Woodpecker is almost a fabulous bird. Even among 
the aboriginal indians this hugh woodpecker, with powerful white bill, flaming 
crest and powerful sweeping flight., was the dbject of mythical folk-lore and 
i t s  striking head was sought a s  a n  ornament f o r  their chiteftans. Calteshy, 
Wilson and Audubon, our best known early ornithologists, sensing the pwblic's 
interest, made i t  the su~bject of extended and interesting eulogies i n  their 
works. N e w r  a common bird, few ornithologists have ever learned much of its 
habits. The haunrts of the Ivory-bill were the  dense and uninviting swamp 
lands of trhe coastal regions of the  South and up tthe flood plain of the Missis- 
sippi Xiver little if any  above the mouth of the  Ohio. Even Audubon, who 
spent some years in the Bayou S a r a  country of Louisiana, learned but little 
of them firslt hand. B. C. L. Wailes, c a r e f d  observer and naturalist who lived 
ait Natchez stated, when compiling in 1&54 the first list of the birds of Missis- 
sippi, t h a t  even by tha t  time i t  had become a r a r e  bird. 

The Passenger Pigeon passed out of the  picture before the tu rn  of the 
century and even a t  t h a t  time the I v o r y ~ l l  seemed destined to follow. A few 
were known to reside in Florida and so few were the  southern investigators a t  
tha t  time tha t  litkle was known of their s ta tus  elsewhere. Interest was con- 
siderably revived i n  1932 however 'by the discovery of some of the birds in  
the  great  80,000 acre Singer t rac t  of low primeval hardwood forest in north- 
east Louisiana. Dr. Arthur  A. Allen of Cornell University, enterprising and 
unexcelled photographer of wild birds, organized a n  expedition thcere in 19315 
t o  phdtograph f o r  posterity t h e  living birds in their forest home and to record 
i n  colored motion pictures, with sound, trheir intimate home life. At  subse- 
quent meetings of ornithologists over the country Dr. Allen thrilled his audi- 
ences wi,th ithose fine reproductions. One of the blest of these prhotographs is 
reproduced a s  a fronitispiece t o  this  issue. 

Thte interest aroused, to  a large extent by showings of Dr.  Allen's pictures, 
led the National Aud'u~bon Society to  cast about fo r  some means of saviilq the 
Ivory-bill from final extinction. It was  determined t h a t  a careful study should 
&be made to determine the present s ta tus  of the  bird and to study i t s  life history, 
to  determine i,ts requirements and its enemies. O'ne of those who had assisteJ 
Dr. Allen i n  his work in 1935 eras James T. Tanner, one of his graduate si:u- 
dents in ornithology a t   corne ell and Dr. Tanner being avail;l..ble, qualified 
and keenly interested, was assigned the  investigation. 

Tjhe excellent results of his work a re  now in hand, in the shape of "Itc- 
search Report No. 1, the Ivory-billed Woodpecker,"* representing twen.ty-one 
months in the field in the  South visiting practically all areas where the bir,ls 
had once lived, searching f o r  new areas, and making detailed o??.;criir:tiai~s 
of the homdife of the only Birds actually encountered, those in norttltt::i.,i 
Louisiana. His search for  new areas was fruitless and definite late report-, 
f rom previously knmvn areas were unsatisfactory. The lun~b~:rnmac~ had 
marched on before him and the big "Logcocks" seem only !.o survive in  liri1~1- 

*The Ivory-billed Woodpecker, Oct. 1942, by James T. Tacncr: pp ! .SIT,  p:lrr 1 :, !IT; 
colored frontispiece plus 20 plates and 22 figures. $2.50. National Aodu:.on Sb~i~::;, i0,;J Fiiili 
Avenue, New York, N .  Y. 



eval forest where trees may live on t o  their natural  age and, dying, provide 
breeding places under hheir dead bark for  the larvae (grubs) upon which 
they chiefly feed. This  food, the Ivoly-bill was found to procure by scaling 
off the dead bark, with i ts  chisel-like bill, and trees were found so extensively 
scaled tha t  large quanttities of thc dislodged b l r k  were found &bout bheir 
bases. Dr. Tanner profited (by this discovery it! searching other localities f o r  
(the birds, fo r  if dead trees showed no recent scaling i t  was good evidence t h a t  
they were not in the area. The Pileated Woodpecker was found to scabe off 
bark only to a ,minor degree. 

Some earlier observers had predicted tha t  the last Ivory-bills would be 
found in the great  swamps of bald cypress 'Eat apparently this picturresque tree 
is not a factor in  their requirements. The big sweet gums and the Nuttall's 
oak were the ones from under whose dead bark these woodpecker's secured 
by f a r  the major par t  of their food. Logging rights on the entire Singer t rac t  
have now been sold and logging has  been in progress f o r  five years. Within 
two or three more years, a t  the present rate  of demand for  lumber, i ts  devas- 
itation will be complete and with i t  will probably go this raemnant of these 
stately American birds. According to Dr. Tanner, there a r e  proba~bly only a 
few other pairs, in Louisiana, in Florida, and possibly still in South Carolina. 

Aside from the problem of an adequate food supply, the species seems 
to 'be highly unsuocessful in i ts  nestings. Laying only two or  three eggs and 
with but one brood per season, Dr. Tanner  found tha t  three nests out of six, 
followed thru, proved unsuccessful. He records trhe disappearance of nearly 
fledged young from the nest and feels t h a t  revela~tion of the marauder might 
assist in the preservation of the species. The reviewer believes thait this, perhaps 
consistent, marauder of Ivory-bills nests is the mink, a highly carnivorous and 
pugnaciou~s animal tha t  is common in the swamps of Louisiana. The  mink, 
a s  the reviewer knows from experience in tha t  region, is a very resource- 
fu l  animal an.d one of its accomplishmnts is thait of climbing trees when 
occasion dem,ands. Young woodpeckers in the nest, near the  point of leaving, 
are  pal1ticul2rly #v~o.ciferous with their gutteral mouthings and readily reveal 
their presence. In view of the sbove, one could hardly conceive any hesi- 
tancy on the part  of a passing, hungry mink, upon such notice t h a t  break- 
f a s t  was rcsdy to serve, even tho I a r  overh~e~ad. A sheet iron mink-guard 
about the base of nest trees would remove this men,ace. 

The report reveals tihat preservation of the Ivory-billed Vcoodpecker 
is now dependent upon setting aside, in areas still known to be inhabited by 
the birds, large enough tracts  of timber to affard a proper range and a supply 
of the type of foor t h a t  is needed. To insure the  la t ter  i t  would become 
necessary to artifically kill enough trees each year if the t rac t  were nat  suf- 
ficiently large. Stands of big timber, even tho r m o t e  from transpoatation, 
will call fo r  a considerable sum f o r  their purchase. However, interested bene- 
factors might acquire (the lands, rsetain the title if desired and effect a lease t o  
The Audubon Societies fo r  their control and continuance a s  a sanctuary. The 
Societies would \be glad to have any aid or suggestions t h a t  might lead to 
securing control or title to such sanduaries. As of 1'939, Dr. Tanner believes 
that  twenty-four Ivory7bills may be left in their former homes. There may 
be a few as  yet unfound but that  is unlikely. Within just a few years we mny 
hear th3t ,the lss t  one has passned on into history to  join the Passenger Pigeon 
2nd the Carolina Paroquet.-A. F. GANIER. 



TIME AND SEQUEINICE O F  ElARLY MORNING BONG 

About eighteen years ago, the  wri ter  spent a few June  days in  the 
high Smokies near  Clingmans Dome. Each morning he was awakened "at 
the crack of dawn" [by the singing of ,Rd&ins. Boon afterwards, they were 
joined by  lthe Carolina Juncos with their twirling notes. Then came the 
drowsy drone of a Red-breasted Nuthatch on some nlearby snag. The  matin 
song of the Veery, the Towhee, the Chickadee, the Mountain Solitary Vireo, 
Dhe .Cairn's and other mcrmtain warblers, following generally in  t h a t  ordlar. 
This regular succession each morning was so noticeable t h a t  I decided to 
make a study of the time and sequenlce of bird song a t  Idlewild Wood, our 
summer home on Stone's River, about nine miles southeasit of Nashville. 

The season of the  year chosen was around mid-June, and the years 1%1, 
1933, 1934, 1937 and 1940, a r e  selected as typical fo r  the species t h a t  nest 
i n  lthis area. Sunrise on June  15 occurs a t  4 ~ 2 9  a.m. and on the  30th a t  
4:33 a.m., C. S. time. A summary of the time periods during those years 
shows t h e  following results. 

1.-Time periods on clear mornings, 3 2 0  t o  3:32 a.m.-Chuck-wills- 
widow, Nighthawk, Purple Martin and Kildleer; generally in  tha t  order. 

L1.-Time group for  next group of singers, 3:310 t o  3:42 a.m.- Wood 
Pewee, Chat,  Crested Flycatcher, Indigo Bunting Meadow Lark, Carolina 
Wren, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Wood Thrush, Cardinal, 9ujmmer Tanager, Tow- 
hee, Bob-white, Dove, Crow and Tiftmouse. The songs or calls af this group 
follow each other in rapid succession and vary in order from one morn- 
ing to anoth,er. 

1'11.-The species in this group, f rom 3:40 to 3:5'5 a.m., can be arranged 
i n  the  following order.-Chipping Sparrow, Catbird, Field Sparrow, Chicka- 
dee, Orchard Oriole, Bluebird, Bewick's Wren, Brown Thrasher, Maryland 
Yellowthroat, Blue Jay,  Kentucky Warbler, Mockingbird, Khgbird,  Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher, Goldfinch, Flicker and Hairy Woodpecker. Here again the order 
may vary from morning to morning. 

1V.-This last  group begin singing or  calling about 3:50 a.m. and may 
even not staflt until four. They a r e  the Baltimore Oriole, Chimney Swift, 
Downy Woodpecker, White-eyed and Red-eyed Vireos, Pileated Woodpecker, 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, Sycamore Wanbler, Prairie Warbler, Prothonotary 
Warbler. Yellow-throated Vireo and the Black-and-white Warbler. These 
last  species a re  the la te  risers and either "turn over fo r  another nap" or keep 
silence until daylight is well advanced. It can be seen qaike easily tha t  the 
vireos and w8a1-blers are  the Sybarites of the bird world. I t  might be added 
by way of excuse t h a t  their insect food is  late in stirring and hence they a re  
not inspired to  sing un4til feeding ti,me comes. 

Some of !these species ar'e night singers but  this fact  does not seem to 
cause any change in the order mentioned above. B~egu!ar night vocalists a r e  
the Mockingbird, ~Cbuck-wills-widow, Nighthawk, Kildeer, Chat and Cuckoo. 
Moonlight nights a r e  gen~erally the times when they burst into song during 
the hours regularly assigned f o r  sleep. Cloudy mornings throw the period 
of song from five to fifteen minultcs la te  and the difference seems to show t h a t  
light has much to do with the inspiration to  sing. Dr. J. M. Shaver (1931, 
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Wilsol~ B2tlletin, V. 43, no. 1) and Mrs. E. B. Walker (1928, unpub. thesis), 
have reported on this and arrived a t  the same conclnsions. I t  might be added 
here that  the order indicated proba~bly holds for  various parts  of the South 
and the writer would be glad to get thz observations of others as  a check 
on his own studies. 

N n s t i v ~ w , ~ ,  TENN. 

T H E  S E A S O N  

CLARKSVILLE, T E N N  :-The winter has passcd without unusud  h ~ p p e n -  
ings here in the shift  of bird populations. Duclts have come to ~7s in s n ~ a l l  nnln- 
bers only. E x l i e r  in the season reports iron1 an observer in a n  airplane indi- 
cated a i a i r  nuinber of lhem on ponds in  the northern sections of the  county, but 
hulltLeis have Eolln(1 littlc sport. Althou&h we halve had some sharp cold spc'l,, 
in the main the weather has k e n   mil^!. Rlyltle Warblcrs have been fairly 
common throughout the season. Brown Creepers, Winter Wrens, and Bewick's 
W ~ e n s  were fonnd nlore easily than usual. Winter Wrens weye heard singing 
(luring J a n u a ~ y .  Puiple Finches occ11r1,cd with soine regularity. Robinr 
c,t:tyrd on :mi mourn in^ Doves have been here in good n u m b c ~ ~ .  We have 
had our usual allotment of Trce S p n r r o i s  and found them not a t  all scarce. 
Starch f ~ r  Lo:~gspurs pioved frnitiess for  the third consecut i~e winter and 
Holned La~l:s were riot plentiful. By the middle of February their flodcs 
had already dispciserl; single birds had become the lule and there were occa- 
~ i o ~ ; a l  lnatiny c!i\p!:~ys. We feel safe in saying tha t  in general the bild life 
of the season bore llie inallrs of a mild winter.-On Feb. 7, a Great IIorned 
0,ll's ncst hcld two freshly laid eggs. This ncst was tov~cring SS feet off 
the gionnd in tlie very clown of a big ypllow poplar and nieasured five n7ld 
n half feet in dianieter. The depression Proiu the liln to the center was slight 
2nd gr:tc?unl. Clarence ICwll;cr, Jr., who clirnbcc? to ~t reported a corn colbl ancl 
a Icw sh~lclis i n  it. T,Vc discovered the ;lest Ins't year nncl i t  was t l ~ e n  occu- 
l~iiltl .by a pair of Red-t~ilccl IInmlis, which had proib::~bljr !built i,t, while -tiise 
n\?is l.:tis('d yc~:~,ilg in nllollier nest, scvei.31 hu:itlrc?tl yards :l:;,.ng. NGW t11:it 
~:c.it 1722 ri)~c~it!y :11so bee11 :1~10;1itd wi'tll cnl, :ltid zhurlis rntl the 11-trnl:r: ii,et,ts 
? ,  ..,., ,., , n n e n r  it.-AL5RED CLEE:CI;. 

'T,iIE SElA,S,ON AIT NIA~SII~V~I.I~L~E:-T'IIC winter since Chrishnas has 
I~c, ,n 'comparztivc:!y n~i!d b11.i t l u ~ i n g  the f i ~ s t  ten d'ays cf hltlrch therc was 
nn c:.rcczc!ingly cold :pel!, wit11 snow, and tcmper.?turcs a s  low a s  7 degrcrs 
::Love zei.0. The  f rs t  syiriny n~igsan ts  Chat onc espslcts to see were ln~tc ill 
ari.im~ing. Thc Brown Thrasher ~ v n s  not notecl unt,il March 15, wh?n Dr. G. R. 
3lajiield ~ecordod o::e sinl:iilg on the Vanclerbilt cmxpus. IIe also reported a 
Black-crowned Niglit Heron in the North Nnsl-iville mars11 on 2Aarch 13, 
nnd n e a ~ b y  iil open water fluslled 3 Elue-winged Teal.--+Other early arrivals 
iicre 2 Phoebes on Sycmllore ~Cireelc, Fci. 25, (by .Clc.bsch, Gallicr and Jamiso:l) 
and 4 Vesper S~p3rrows on March 18 in Warner  Parks, by Mrs. Lasltey who 
al::o 1eport.d 'Chi]-)ping Sparrows on March 3.----Dr. ~Sl~offord p u k  up several 
Bluebird boxes near his !lome in Lealand the la t ter  par t  of January and 
;il~n!,st ii:~mc.iliately Bluabi~ds began to built1 ncsmtc, in t~l:r~m. ,Mrs. Laxkciy 
rpportc.d th:;t she h:id visitc'd the Warner  Parks Blurbircl nestbos project 
on .Ma!.cll 16 2nd out of 55 boxes esatnincd, there were 10 nearly coriqleta 
1:c::ils snd >Lout 20 others partially built.-A~nong the  raptore notes, Dr. 



Spofford records elsewhere some local Duck Hawk occurences. On Jan. 24, 
he dSserved a pair of Black Vultures in their mating flight. On Jan. 311, he 
observed a pair of Red-tailed Hawks breaking sticks from trees and flying 
high in air  with them. Also, that  on Peb. 7, a male ISparrow Hawk visited a 
gpecially designed nesting box he had erected and that  during the fir& half 
of March a pair of them went in and oue of it frequently. Observations on 
the Red-tailed Hawks in the Radnor Lake hills, by Spofford and Jamison, 
sevealed that  there were a t  least 6 -well marked birds in this area as late 
as Fdb. 13. They can be told apart  by certain missing feathers in swings and 
tail. Also, 3 of these hawks were i~mmtu1.e. On March 13, the above two 
olbservers l\isited a rRed4tail's nest in Warner Park. Although, the nest 
was a ntew one, i t  had all but fallen from the limbs upon which i t  res'ted, 
due to recent strong winds. From an  adjacent hillside, 2 eggs could be 
seen in it, precariously perched on the d m .  The following morning the  
wriitelr ckimbed the tree and by means of a board, some nails and heavy 
cord, the neat was righted and secured findly to the tree. The success of 
this nest will tbe reported on later. On the same day we visited another 
Red-tails nest wlhich had been rebuilt this year after  having been vacant 
for sweral  seasons. On March 14, the female could be seen upon it, from ol. 

nearlby hillside, apparently incubating.-On Fab. 21, &he writer took a trip 
with Tdr. Ganier t h m  Trimble Bottoms up the Cumberland. Huge flocks of 
blackbirds were seen all day long, our estimate M n g  300,000 Bronzed Grackles, 
200,ChCKhStarlings and many Cowbirds. Low flying flocks of Grackles made a 
distinct roar and they were musically vociferous as  well. Two Rusty Black- 
birds were f o n d  feeding in a butitonbush swamp. 4 Wilson's Snipe were 
flushed froni a marshy place and nearby we found a small sparrow, believed 
to have been a LdConte's since it would not flush a second time. A pair of 
Red-shouldered Hawks were soaring over their old nesting grounds and a 
pair of Barred Owls were found watching for crayfish over a branch that  
flowed into tile river.-A nice flock of ducks has been on Radnor Lake 
all thru the winter and consisted of Mallards, Ringnecks, Lesser Scaup, 
Blldpate, Pintail, Bufflehesd and a few Coots.-Mr. Ganier reports that  
a Barred Owl was obsenved on Feb. Znd, in the business districlt of the city 
o~posi tc  the Union Depot. I-Ie reports Starlings and Bronzed Grackles roost- 
ing during late Feb. and on into Narch, in the bare tops of deciduous trees 
in the old city cemetary in South ~Nashville. Allrout 4,000 he states welut to 
roost there on March 18 in the tree-taps and that  night, z t  about eleven, there 
wss a thunderstorm accompanied by a violenit wind and a near cloudburst 
during which i t  rained nearly two inches. The cemetary keeper was initer- 
viewed the next morning and stated that  only 2 or 3 dead birds had been found 
under the trees, thus proving how capably these hardy birds can withstand 
the e l e m e n t s - C ~ N ~ ~ ~  JAMISON. 

,M.EIM.FHLS A J t E A k O u r  "birding" this season has been confined largely 
to our own back yards with only a few field trips, so the lack of records for 
infrequent or  rare visitors does not necessarily mean they were not present 
this winter.-On Feb. 7, Alice .Smith and the writer hiked over a large 
part of the territory covered by the Raleigh Christmas Census party. Due to 
extremely thigh winds, birds were scarce and only 27 species noted. Myrtle 
Warblers were very common, 60 of them were seen and in almosrt every in- 
stance they were feeding on Poison Ivy berries.-Bert Powell reports a 
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Woodcock was flushed in Overton Park on March 13. This is the first Spring 
w o r d  for Woodcock in several years. On the same day Bert found a single 
Vesper Sparrow on the Southwedtern Campus. Purple Martins were first 
reported in Memphis on March 10; they were also seen Mar. 11, 12, and 13, 
at separate localities. The next migrant was .the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, 
seen by Brother I. Vincent on March 17. He also reports 7 Chipping Sparrows 
on March 20.-The housing situation for birds in this area is evidently as 
acute as for Homo sapiens. On March 20 a t  the Christian Brothers College 
sanctuary a Bluebird house was placed and ready to "let for a song"; ten 
minutes later a pair of Bluebirds had taken full possession!-JWs. BEN 
COFFEE, Memphis. 

THE BE&SOrN AT KNOXVt1ULE:-(Zrom H. P. IJAMS, dated March 
13th.). I t  is almost too early for any bird news to have happened here; 
however the Eurple Martins have arrived and this I consider the real ope- 
ning of Spring activities. Of course the Bedwings are here and we have 
had .a great flock of Grackles around for the past three weeks-seems as 
if the recent cold wave had retarded their migration. Rabins are filtering 
in, but there has been no large flock movement as yet. I feel rather sure 
 hat these first !birds are our local summer residents. The Cardinals are 
singing freely and the male is feeding his mate ait our feeding station. m e  
Carolina Wrens have just about finished a nest in a can that I stuck up 
for them in the tool shop. &peaking of Purple Martins, they arrived a t  
6:15 P.M., March 10th. which, by the way, is the exact date of their average 
arrival here. For the past three years they have been early getting here, 
i.e. very late in February. As a boy I spent a good deal of my time on the 
Tennessee River here and one of my earliest recollections is of how destruc- 
tive the spring freshets were to  the bixds. An eight or ten foot tide m u l d  
wash out a n  untold number of nests. We still have Spotted Sandpipers 
hue& i t  is probable their early nests are washed out by the floods. We are 
haping that the numerous power and storage dams the T.V.A. has e w t e d  
in East Tennessee will establish a permanent water level and a greak deal 
more share line. This will make ideal Sandpiper nesting grounds. Water 
birds a re  already on the increase and we are constantly getting reports 
on gullsferns and various ducks that were formerly scarce. Another year, 
I hope to make a report on the benefit that these new lakes have been to 
the bin% of this section. 

  from Prof >HENRY MEYER, dated !Mar& 9th.). Gas rationing and extra 
duties have curtailed field trips but we have gotten much ,pleasure from 
our feeding shelf a t  home. Mrs. Meyer has maintained a record of the birds 
frequenting our yard and from her daily lisbs, I dnd the following have been 
regularly recorded since Jan. lst., Flicker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, D m y  
Woodpecker, Blue Jay, Crow, Bewick's Wren, Chrolina Wren, Mockingbird, 
Robin, Bluebird, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Starling, English Sparrow, Meadow- 
lark, Cardinal, Towhee, Slate-colored Junco, Field Sparrow and Song Sparrow. 
Records were also made in our yard of the Yellow&ellied Sapsucker, Myrtle 
WadMer and Woodcock. The Woodcock, always a diWcult bird to find, was 
in this instance found dead on our drkeway arbout six feet from ~t%e road, 
on ,March 3. One wing had been torn off, there was a hole in lthe neck and 
the crop was ruptured. A fresh earthworm di l l  dangling from its bill, 



showed t h a t  i t  was feeding when killed; perhaps by a cat. I preserved the 
skin, as  well as  was possible, and found i t  to  be a female. Altthough its breed- 
ing season was due to begin within a few weeks, the ova were not very f a r  
along in development, the largest being About Ys of an inch in diameter. The 
natilve sparrow flocli has  been large this winter; White-throats ranking 
first followed by the Field Sparrows. On Feb. 28, about 20 Chipping ,Spar- 
rows were mixed in with the 150 native sparrows in the yard. Mourning 
Doves have been present regularly since Feb. 19. Golden-crowned Kinglets 
have been very common this winter. Bluabirds, contary to the  idmeas of 
the general public, a r e  holding their own nicely, judging from their presence 
in the area near our home. I n  this area, about 1/10 of a mile in  radius, 16 
to 25 of the bird's can be found regularly. I n  chis connection also, I quote 
from Mrs. Meyer's notes of Jan. 3rd last ;  "I saw a flock of about 200 Blue- 
birds flying over, with their characteristic soft flight. Bluebirds seen to be 
plenltiful this winter." 

(From W. M. WAI.KER, dated March 9 th) .  Cedar Waxwings were rela- 
tively abundaut here during the la te  fal l  and until Dee. 15. Cardinals, Tow- 
hees and White-throated Sparrows have been particularly common this winter. 
Field Sparrows, Juncos, Bluebirds, and Golden-crowned Kinglets have been 
locally (slpottily) abundant but in other localities, scarce. Purple Finches 
and the woodpeckers (except i3he Pileated) have lbeen hard t o  find. Two 
'~inusurtl records fo r  the winter were of 'Redibreasted Nuthatch, which were 
found in two localities about Knoxville. The Brown Creeper has been present 
in  unusual numbers from X m a s  rthru February. Returning Redwings were 
reported March 3 and 4. Flocks of 2010 or  more Robins arrived Feb. 18. On 
Feb. 19, Mr. I jams reported a flock of more f i a n  4000 {Grackles. Mr. William 
Johnson thinks the large hawks a re  coming back, o r  a t  least holding their 
own. On a recent t r ip  to  the Smokies he saw 3 large ones, p r ~ b a b l y  Red- 
tails, soaring around in the same up-cuprent of air. On March 7, he reported 
2 more large hawks, soaring in the distance, near House Mountain east of 
ICnoxville. 

- 

THE ROUND TABLE I 
T H E  YRANES PASS OVEIR GE0IILGIA:-In aulr las t  issue, H. P. Ijains 

of TCnoxville, recorded t h a t  a large flock of Sandhill Cranes on their soubh- 
1i:n-d migration had spent f rom Oct. 22 to  Oct. 24 a t  Seymour, 15 miles east 
of Knoxville, and tha t  one af trhem had been shot. I n  the  December issue 
of The Oriole, R. J. Fleetwood reports tha t  on Nov. 1, six days later, he ob- 
served a flock of 15 Sandhill Cranes passing southward over a point i n  Jones 
County, Gtorgia. This location is 20'0 miles south of Knoxville and 75 miles 
southeast of Atlanta. The birds were law enough f o r  Mr. Fleetwood to 
identify them without question. I t  seems likely t h a t  this may \have been parkt 
of bhe flock reported by Mr. Ijams. And i t  was a r a r e  piece of luok khat a n  
ornithologist happened t o  be in their path, and watching, a s  they passed. 
-EDITOR. 
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Hf(40DE8D MERGANSER" NEIST ,ON REELFOOT: (The following is  
reprinted from The Kentucky Warbler, 1942 :54). 

"I found a nest of tbe Hooded Merganser on Reelfoat Lake, Tenn., 
May 18, 1941, about 500 yards below ',Red' Boyette's landing. It was about 
10 feet above the surface of the water and was in a partially .hollow tree. 
The eggs were laid about the middle of April and would have been eaten 
by a snake if I had not happened along. When I put my hand into the cavity 
b count the eggs, I felt the snake which later dropped out of a kale lower 
in the tree. There were 14 eggs in the nest, a little larger than hen's eggs, 
and i t  took them nearly five weeks to  hatch. The ymng were active a few 
hours after hatching although they had no wing feathers. I did not find out 
how Ohey gat from the tree to  the water unless the mother bird carried them. 
As to  whether the drake helps with the incubation o r  rearing of the brood, 
1 do not know. I have never seen him in the wiscinity of the nest or  of the 
mother and ,baby ducklings. The ducklings are sooty black with a few gray- 
ish spots and are able to take care of themselves from fthe start. . . ." 
-WARFUCN ISIGHTA, Paducah, Ky. 

GOlLDESN ENIGIJE NEXR SOUTH PI'!@TtSBURG:-On January 11, 1943, 
one of these eagles was captured by a fawner in the Jump-Off section of the 
mountains in Marion Coun~ty, Tennessee. This is  approximately 12 miles 
northwest of South Pitttsburg. ,It was reported that  a pair of these eagles 
did away with several of the farmerr's yanng goab  (kids) before they were 
successful enough to catch one by one of its toes, without injury, in a steel 
trap. A kid caught and dropped iby one of the eagles was used for bait and 
several &aps were set. It was first reported that  the kid weighed 30 pounds 
and when the fact was revealed that  these birds canndt lift more than 10 
pounds, the estimated weight of the goat was dropped to 20 pounds. It was 
learned !by telephone conversation with sportsmlen in South ~Pittsburg that  
the eagle had feathered tarsus and $was !brown; thus its identity was estaiblishd. 

After exhibiting the eagle in South Pittsburg and all schools in that  vicini- 
Ity, the local Conservation 'Officer released i t  in good condition on January 14, 
1943, on the Orme 1Mt. road three miles northwest of South P i t t h r g .  I t  
had been planned to band the 'bird,  but bands were not available. The eagle 
was not a t  all vicious. South Pittsburg is  on the Tennessee River, about 12 
mles from the escarpment of the Mullins Cove section where these birds were 
formerly found in ibreeding season, a s  recorded in the 1933 March issue of 
THE MIGRANT.-~ERT J. MARSH, Dept. of ConservAion, Nashville, Tmn. 

HAWK MEIN'DS A BROKEIN WIENG:-A fine adult ,male Red-tailed 
Hawk was turned over to the writer tby )George iR. Mafield, Jr., on March 8, 
11943. I t  had been captured alongside the highway, east of Camden, Tenn., 
in illhe lower 'branches of a tree, apparently ill or  stunned. The bird was 
docile in manner and examination revealed rthat i t  was underfed (weight, 
27 oz.) and that he had sustained a \broken wing (ulna) within the last two 
or three weeks. 'The bone had mended but a recognizable callus remained. 
 several flight feathers showed unmistakable evidence that   he bird had been 
shot. In a recent ariticle on skeletal injuries in birds ('Tiemeier, 1M1, Auk 
58:3,51)-58), i t  was found that 8% of the Accipitridae and 4% of the Falconid'ae, 
in the University of Kansas museum's skeleton series, had sustained broken 



bones including those of wing and leg. I t  would be very interesting t o  know 
how such injured !birds, which depend entirely on foot and wing for  suste- 
nance, s u ~ v i v e  the recoxcry peliod. P~ob:tb!y ground feeding buteos can 
capture some of their norillal food items, su#ch a s  mice and insects, while 
confined to the ground by  wing enjury, while falcons obviously would be 
less apt  to survive. In the present case cited albove, i t  is quite possiible 
tha t  the  bird had been feeding on a dead animal killed ibly road traffic, and 
t h a t  f e a r  of fresh damage to the  injuicd win? caused i t  to  penmit cap- 
ture. I t  is more dificult to understand honv a brolien wing reaches functional 
recovery without immobilizing  the injured part.  Ccrrtainly a break of either 
the ulna or radius alone of the two-boned "forearm" should be much less 
serious than a fracture of the "upper a r~ i i "  or the " h a n d " . - \ v ~ ~ T ~ ~  R. 
SPOFFORD, Nashville, Tean. 

RECEINT OICICURC'NCES O F  PERElQRINE FALCOINS:-A falcon 
(Duck Hawli) banded a t  Racine, Wisc., on Oct. 1, 1941 was shot near Leona, 
{Rutherford Co., Tenn. on Nov. 14, 1940, a s  reported elsewhere in  this issue. 
Another falcon, banded as  a nestling ah Rcclfoot Lake, April 20, 1942, 
was ltilled zil Alabain, B4adison Co., Arkansas, May 24, 1942. This is one 
of the young referrcd to by the writer in a p r c v i o ~ ~ s  issue of T T ~ E  MIGRANT 
(19142, 1 3 : 2 9 - 3 1 ) ,  the bird having wandered more than 3C0 miles westward 
since i t  left the nest. 

On Christmas d:ty, 1942, Prof. Eoi:~t. IIawkins reported a Peregrine fly- 
ing over the Belle RTeade sut>urh:; of Nashville. While the wri(ter was flying 
his t ra in~ca Peregriiie (sce M~GRANT,  13:47), on January  24, 1943, a n  im- 
mature male falcon, a wild b i d ,  came rapidly towarci the swinging lure, 
then zoomcd up fully f a v e  hundred fcct, towered directly overhead for  a 
moment, and then fcll off duwn wind a t  a n  astonishing rate, a rapidly di- 

Mr. A1bL.l t J. PTar~h, of tiic State Dey.it. o: Conservation, adds the fol- 
I ~ w i n g  record' "Mr. J. I;. EIages, ardent sportsmxii of Ilumbolrt, Tenn., re- 
p x t s  t h a t  whil:. he was fishing a t  the M a n e x  Swamp? (Lake Obion), i n  
the Oibion River Ihottonis north of Gree~ifirld, on Feb. 14, 1943, he observed 
a Duck IIa~vk in rapid flipht,  passing only a few yards overhead. Along 
the course of it's flight, approximatclg thirty Blue-bills (Scaup) flushed 
from hhe water ;  however the falcon did n o t  attack. 'Mr Hayes is  quite a n  
outdoor man and his idrntification cxn be asceptcd a s  authentic."-WA.L~ 
R. SPO~;FOKD, Nashville, Tenn. 

PEREGRJNF: FATnCON NEAR MTJRFREF~SROR0:-On Nove~nber 14, 
1942, ;1 farnwr n::med H. G. McPcali. who live? ill the country near Murfrees- 
boro, shot and killed ti Duck !!awk nr Perep-rlne Falcon. He claimed t h a t  
the bird wzs a f te r  his cl~iclken~. PJoting Uilnt the falcon had an aluminum band 
on onc. of its lcqs lie b rougl~ t  i t  t o  town a fc\v days la ter  and I sent it  to  
the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Sorvice to be traced. ShorLly afterward, wort1 
canlc from theill t h a t  the band had been placer1 on Oct. 1, 1941, by Mr. Ed. 
Prins, who had captured 2nd banded i t  near Racine, Wisconsin.-I-I. 0. TODD, 
Mul-freesboro. Tenn. 
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SUM'MER REOORDS O F  SPOTTED SANDPIPERS:  Among our birds 
the Spotted Sandpiper holds a unique posiition. The species does not nest 
here, yet we have a number of records t o  show t h a t  individuals may be met 
tbrough the entire slummer. As the  breeding range, begins not f a r  to the 
north and northeast of UP, it is not surprising t h a t  spring migration ends 
late and fal l  migration begins early. We oan assume t h a t  breeding birds 
are  absent from the middle of May to the end of July. Field lists show May 
13 and May 19 a s  departure dates and Ju ly  27 and July 30 for  the return. 
For  the intervening period however, we have the  following dates scattered 
w e r  the past seven years: June  7 (19136), June  2, July 4, 5, 18 (1940),  and 
July 11 (1942).  Specimens collected by me bear t h e  dates of June  2, 1940 
and Ju ly  11, 1942. Both of these m r e  males in  good plumage but not in 
breeding condition.-A~mm C~EJBSCH, Clarksville, Tenn. 

BARN OWLS NEISTING A T  COLUM1BIA:-While a t  my home near  
Columbia, Tenn., during the  recent holidays, I found that  the Barn Owls 
which had nested bhere in a 1arg.e hollow red oak, since the slumnner of 1941, 
were present a t  their nest cavity throughout December. The original pair 
a re  'believed to have moved to their present site f rom Mr. Dan Gray's colony 
just a few miles away. Their first two offspring mlatured about September 
7, 1941, and apparently the entire family moved elsewhere fo r  the winter. 
On March 11, 1942, a pair returned to the oak and on June  18, three almost 
mature offspring were found in Ithe tree. One of these was killed on July 16, 
by a n  auto on the  nearhy highway. d was absent from home until Dec. 15 
last a t  which time I found two recently dead and almost mature offspring 
under the tree. One had attempted t o  get  into a hole under khe t ree and the 
other was lying near  on ploughed ground. Although their stomachs were 
empty, they were not particularly thin and their plumage was in good con- 
dition. Perched on the hollow of ithe t ree was one parent  and' a nearly grown 
youny. The lone (parent had fed only the offspring remaining a t  the nest 
and had permitted the two t h a t  fell t o  the ground to die from lack of food 
and exposure. A t  night the awls were very noisy, often giving their r a s p i ~ i , ~  
crys all night. This  was a n  instance of fall  nesting and elf two broods being 
raised in one nest the  same year. Pellets colleoted under the nests, since 
~Sept., 1941, contained 9 unidentified mice, 3 white-footed mice, 3 ~neaclow micr, 
4 short-tailed shrews, 2 rzts,  2 young cotton-tail rabbits, 5 Bronzed Grackles, 
2 English Sparrows and 1 Meadowlark. In  this list, only the insrctivorou? 
Sihrews and tlhe Meadowlark a r e  recognized a s  'beneficial. The Glackles were 
taken in June  and July a t  which time they a re  injurious to garden corn. Being 
away from home f o r  months art a time, I missed lnslny pellets. Needless to 
say these owls a re  protected a t  my home.-PVT. HARRY YMTMAN, (Cclumbia, 
Tenn.), Co. A, Surg. Sec. Bldg. 261 IS. M. D. T., E l  Paso, Texas. 

BARN OWLS AT MURFREEISBORO :-A pair of these in terestin: 
owls have madc their home f o r  the past three years in  a big hollow trec 
a t  the rea r  of my home. This is  on the  outskirts of town, on the Wood- 
bury pike, wibh open country all about. Thinking there might be a winter 
brood, Mr  Tbdd climbed (to the cavity on Dec. 23 las t  but there were neither 
eggs or young. Another pair nested in  town, near Tenn. Woman's Collcgc 
last  year )but later, this t ree was ignited by a grass  f i re  and ,burned up. 
-GEORGE DAVIS, {Murfreesboro, Tenn. 



TWO IVORY-BPLLED WOODPECKER RF?COIRDS:-During 1935, the 
late Mr. J. F. Frazer, of Independence, Mo., advertised to  dispose of his col- 
lection of bird skins and among them :he listed two Ivoryibilled Woodpeckers. 
Beplying to the writer's request fo r  the data  on the skin tags, Mr. Frazer wrote 
t h a t  thte male had been colleoted May 27, 19103, in Jefferson County, Florida, 
and  that the female had been collected in Madison Parish, Louisiana, by A. L. 
Williams, on Nov. 26, 1906. I do not know what  disposition was made of 
these specimens.-ALBERT F. GANIER, Nashville, T'enn. 

PALM WARBLEIRIS, A CO1RRECTIOlN:-In our last issue (p. 75) and 
in our issue of 'March, 1939 (p. 7 and 9 ) ,  Palm Warblers found in winter wtere 
referred to  a s  Yellow Palm Wariblers, the eastern subspecies. A serites of six 
specimens, collected by the writer in the Nashville area, were submitted to  
Dr. Alex Wdtmore of The National Museum and he has referred them all to 
the Western Palm Warbler (Dendroica pulmarum palmarum). The dates on 
which they were taken were Sept. 30, Jan. 7, April 16, 18, 20, and 22. It 
would seem froni the above tha t  the Western Palm is the prevailing form in 
bhis region.-A. F. GANIER, Nashville, Tenn. 

F'ORMER SWIFT RO'OBT I N  A HOLLOW T R E E :  The following 
Tennessee item is rcprinted from The Wzlsoru Bulletin of March, 1926, p. 36. 
At  the time, "just a f te r  the Civil War," there were not nearly so many 
large chimneys available fo r  Swift roosts a s  there a re  today. Records of two 
other instances of Swifti's roosting in hollow trees will be found i n  THE 
MIGPANT, 1941:76).  "One day  in the late summer, just a f te r  the Civil War,  
in the deep woods of Middle Tennessee, I came upon a very large tulip tree, 
nearly six feet  through and a t  least fifty feet u p  to  the first limb. One of 
the large limbs had been broken off,  leaving a hole about two feet  across, 
which evidently was the  s tar t ing point of a deep hollow in the tree. I t  was 
just lbefore sunset and the  Chimney Swifts (chactura pelagica) were passing 
into the hole by the dozens, just a s  they now do into chimneys When going to 
roost. I have never noticed another instance of this k i n d . 4 .  A. MCLAUGHLIN, 
Marshall, Mo. 

H'O'LSTON RIVEiR BOAT TB1P:-On March 9, I had the orpunity and 
pleasure of making a n  investigational boat 'trip down the Holston River wth 
1Mr. J. F. Tomlison, Supt. of the Buffalo Springs Game Farm, puttin~g in 
approxinlately a mile bel3w the Cherokee Dam and taking out about rtwenty- 
five miles down stream. This happened to be one of the few pretty and ideal 
days we have had in (!he past few months for  such a trip, t h e  river beinlg 
high, f a s t  and clear. I t  was susprising to find so many ducks on the river, 
aboult 75 being seen. A ~ o o d  list of birds was made and included Red-shoul- 
dercd Hawk 2, ~Cboper's IIawk 2, Pileated Woodpecker 2, Great  Blue Heron 4, 
and Black-crov~ned Night Heron 2. 'Several attempts were made to photo- 
graph 6hc ducks takinx off,  b u t  in vain. A large cave in  one of the steep 
rocky cliflts was investigated. This particular cave happened the  home of a 
fanlily of fox, for  their tracks and signs were ivcry evident. Also a n  owl was 
using the cave for  a roost. Owl pellets could not he found; possibly they were 
destroyed by the fos. I n  one corner of the cave we found the remains of a 
rabbit, crow, and meadow lark. I t  could not be determined whether o r  not 
these birds and animals fell prey to ithe owl or fox.-ALBERT J. MARSH, Dept. 
of Conservation, Nashville, Tenn. 
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ANOTHER WINTEIRING LdNC'OLN SPARROW AT NA.S!HVILLE :- 
Because there have been no reports of Lincoln Sparrows (Ilfclospiza 
Li~zcnlni )  in winter, the species had been considered a spring-fall ~biansient 
in Tennessee. At  my hcnnle banding station, two winter records have occurred, 
the first on Dm. 22, 1935, and Ja~clc Galhoun cdleatcd one froni a flock d 
Field Sparrows on Nov. 30, 1934. (~Laskey 1936 MIGRANT 7:4). My second 
rlecord occurred dluring the inclenient wcather of late January  when ice and 
snow covered the ground for  a week. January  30, 1943, the individual ca~aght 
was in the sotled plumage acquired by birds wintering in the environs of 
sooty Nashville. Since Au~usl t ,  1081, I have banded 47 Lincoln F~parrolvs; 
31 in  April and May; 2 in  March; 1 on Fcb. 22, 1939, repeating until Marah 
21. For  autumn there are 11 records, all  banded in October. There a re  now 
records fo r  this spelcies fo r  each lnoiith from October tihrougli May, a t  Nash- 
 AMELIA AMELIA R. LASKEY, Nashville, Tenn. 

A RE'COlRD O F  T H E  ISNOW BUN'TING I N  ALABAMA:-The winter 
of 1930-40 will1 long be romembered a s  one of the coldest ever kiiolvn in the 
Smth.  A t  Birminlgham, January  oh thtat winter was the coldest month on 
record, with a nine-inch snowfall on the 22nd and 23rd and a montilily nllcsn 
temperatu-r-e of 30.6" F. The lo~vcst offilcial tcmpera'ure wasl"  I?., But Zhc 
rnrnicipal airport reported -10" F. on the morning of the 27th. Precedinlg ~hho 
heavy snow, a light one had fallen on the niqht of the 18th, and the  oficial 
ternperatnre the next morning was  2' F. Realizicg tha t  somte northern species 
n ~ i g ~ h t  well be presenlt under such condiit.ions, I took a field t r ip  near E a s t  
Lake (Bimningham) on thc afternoon uf January 24. It w s s  not long before 
I mas examining a Plai l ic  Horned Larli (Otocoris alpcstris praficoln) a t  
close range. Anothcr was seen later  i n  ithe aftclnoon, these constituting my 
second record of tihe spccies a t  Birmingham. As I approac!icd the first Iloinl:rl 
Larli, hnwcver, another bird flushed wcll in advancc od me and flew towsrd 
the la te  afternoon sun. Under such canrlitions i t  was not possible to  maBe ollt 
its niarkings, 'but the call nates were heard clearly and rccognizctl a t  once 
as  soniothinig utiterly st1.anl.e to me. I t  was not difficult to  imitate nor t o  
remember them-a sort of rattling "ti-ti-tick," follon~(~d by a rnwc ~n~i . ; i~; l l ,  
down-slurred "whow." The former note was strongly reniini:;ccnt of t!ic 
alailn note of a Cowbird. 'The proccss of clitninatioli lcd inc to suspcct cithnr 
a Snow B~untin~g or a Lap~land Longsp~rr,  two species mith w?iich I could clai~nl 
no field cxperiencc. A thz~ro~clgh study of the d,eacrig~!ions d t!12 call not(-5: 
of these and other sspecies in two of my field guides rlicl not help mc form 
any conelu,ssions a t  the time ,t-egard'ing the identity of this bird? but I knmv 
Ithat i t  would be easily possible to recognize tlicse c7ll notes tlic next timp 
I heard tlhem. My opportl-inity came abcut two years !nter, whcn I bcnrd :ind 
saw Snow Buntings on several occasions around Ithxca, NCW Yorlc, in Februa- 
ry, 1942. When I heard their call notes I rocopnlzcd them lmnledintrly :ts 
being absolutely identical with (those I h l d  heard z t  Bir?ilingham. Ap1xirentl:j 
there has been no previous puMishcd rccol-d of Snow Bunllinys in Alnbnma, 
Mississippi, or Tennessee, but tihey may well be expected again under sucll 
severe wcather condiitions a s  ithose prevailing a t  the titnc of this ~ibscrvation. 
-HENRY STEVENSON, Cornell, Univ., Ithaca, N. Y. 

GUESTS AT A FEEDINlG SHELF:-Thc unprecedented Marc111 cnl:l 
wave, which ushered in the  first ten days of thc month, brought us a rc-1 



treat in the shape of hungry ,feathered visitors to our feeding board. This 
board is just outside of a window, about 15 feet above the ground, and is 
kept well supplied with grain, cru'mbs, suet, etc. m e  C?arolina Wrens look 
things over and stuff themselves by The hour. The Titmice and Chickadees 
come together and work over the assorted menu. Then the Downy Wood- 
pecker goes to work on the suet and wh,at a time he does have. After filling 
.ctp, (he takes plieces over to the white oak neanby, and tries to fill up 'the 
m>arious cracks in the bark. Yesterday and this morning a ,Myrtle Warbler has 
been workintg around and an  occasional Elnglish 'Sparrow comes up for  a 
special bit to eat. These sparrows know that  they are  not wanted and will 
move off a t  the slighltest movemenlt, while the Downy and the Wrens will 
look up and go on eating if we do not come too close. This morning the 
Downy forced the sparrows to leave and would not let them come back. For 
several days we have had a real close view of a Hairy Woodpecker. He 
showed up on the 1st of March and 'as been at the board every d,ay since. 
Several times he has come when the Doiwny was on the board and you could 
get a real comparison of the size of lthe two birds. Last Saturday the Cardi- 
nals gathered and have been around since. I counted a t  least 16 on the back 
walk a t  one time. Num~bers of White-throated Sparrow's were there also. 
Several Juncos were in the leaves and finally one flew up to the board and 
ate some of the crumbs. Several Doves have been feeding with the chickens 
i h t  (have not come up onto the board. The To~whees are moving lots of 
leaves and are in find plumage, the males being especially handsome with 
heads of satiny black and dark red ~~~s.-WILLIAM JOHNSON, Knoxville, Tenn. 

IN THE ARMED SERVECE 
Many more of our members have donned their uniforms. 'Of the Memphis 

group, Cpl. Ben B. tbffey, our former Editor, has compiled the following 
list: Ensign Fred T. Carney, U. S. Coast Guard, U. S. S. PiCi590, Care 
Postmaster, San Francisco;-Lieut. Harold Elphingstone, 6th Ferrying Group, 
Long Beach Army Air Base, Long Beach, Calif.-Lt. John a. Embury, Jr., 
HQ. 3GIkh Engrs., APO 688, Care Postmaster, New York City.-S/Sgt. Chas. 
E. McPherson, 472nd Bomb Sqd., Greenville Army Air Base, Greenville, S. 
8Cnr.-E. Franklin MdClamey, AAFTD,110 Atkinson, M. I. T., Cambridge, 
Mass.-A/C John Pond., 305 Bldg. 1106, Bronson Field, Pensacola, Fla.- 
--Cand. Bob G. Shaffer, 24th Bty. AAS, 0. C. D., Camp Davis, N. Car.- 
-Pvt. James M. Vardaman, HQ Btry. 328th F. A. Bn., APO 85, Camp 
Shelby, Miss.-Pvt. H. E. Wallace, Barracks 2005, 84th Cav. Rcn. Trp., 
lCamp Howze, Texas.-Lt. (j.  g . )  Wendell Whittemore, M. C., Clare Main 
Dispcnsary, Naval Air Sts., Jackson~ville, F1a.-and, Cpl. Coffeys address 
is 0. C. 9. Class 67, Ft. Sills, 0kla.-Lieut. H. C. Monk of Nashville, Con- 
tinues a t  Ft. Belvoir, Va., awaiting transfer,-Harry C. Yeatman of Col- 
umbia, has been transferred to El Paso, Texas.-Dan Grey Jr., is enrolled 
 but we do not have his addkess.&ieut. L. D. Thompson of Paris is a t  
Camp (Roberts, Calif.-James B. Young of Louisville is with the F. B. I. a t  
San Diego, Calif.-Licut. Burt 1C. Monroe, also of Louisville, has been trans- 
ferred to the Army Air Base a t  Dyersburg, Term.-4Pvt. Francis S. Lawnence of 
Nashville, is stationed a t  Sioux Falls, S. Dak.-Cpl. V. P. MeLaughlin, Jr. 
has been itransferned from Clarksville to Grinnell, Iowa. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL MEMBER.SH.IP LIST 

Being those who kawe become members of the T. 0. .S. since publication 
of the la$t list, in June 1941 issue of THE MIGRANT. 

Dr. Katherine Anderson .............................. Vandeddt ,Hospital, Nashville, Tenn. 
George H. Boyles 719 17th Am., So., 9, ........................................... 
Mrs. 0. E. Brown 0 1 Newstead Gpts., 99 ....................................... 
&un Clark, Jr ................................................... Glen Lwen Drive, 
D. J. Ownmingg ........................................ 3 Long Boulevard, 
Miss Harriett Gates 250 &West Linden St., , ................................ 
Miss Florine .Long V a n  Hospital, 99 ...................................... 
Prof. R. 4M. 'Hlawkins .South Bellevue Dlrh,  9 ,  ............................. 
Mrs. R. Y. Hawkins S t  Bellwue Drive, 9 .................................. 
Miss Helen .M. .Howel.l 4 .Lone Oak Road, ,# ................................ 
Hies Vera McElveen 308 I C h h r  of lCammerce Bldg, 99 ............ 
Mrs. Albert J. Marsh, 9 Bark Circle Apds. 3240 West End A. , 
Bra. R. E. Marshall 2 8Srd Ave., H., 9 ,  ........................................ 
Misa Jessie Clay Orr .......... 308 Chamber of Commerce Bldg., 97 

Joe Reads 2 1 4  Beach Ave., 99 ............................................................ 
Miss Patricia Attneave ............................................ 1 7 0  Peaibody, Memphis, Tenn. 
Charlie Batho1omew.- 1 Vance, ,s ............................................... 
M n  B l a l d  W N. Belvedere, ,, .................................................... 
Niss Katherine Burchett ......................................... 8 ,Hughes, 
Billy Fisher. ..................................................................... 1 Pine, 
Newton ~Hanson ......................................................... 1 7  Linden, 
Miss Joann Howell .......................................... 1 Xinna Place, 
Billy James ..................................................... 1 3  Eastmoreland, 
Barry Leivine 1 Harbert, 9 ........................................................... 
Pat Lowry 1 Woodward, 9 ,  ............................................................ 
Miss Ruby McDonald 2 1  Madison, 9, .............................................. 
IM& Va. Moreno ........................................ Morningside Park. 8 

Sam Nickey, Jr ................................... 3999 Walnut Grove Road, 9) 

Rusrell Peete J 7  4SouCh ,Parkway, ,, ................................ 
Mrs. Louis Philippi. 12 No. Idlewilcl, 9 ............................................. 
Allan IR. Phillips, Pvt. F. C Kennedy General Hospital, ,, ............. 
Mrs. Louise &useher ....................................... 3 aawthorne, 99 

Demett .Smith ............................................................... 1 3  Faxon, 9 

,Miss Darlene Stiller. 1367 Vance, ,, .................................................. 
Maurice Torti 3 1  @potltmood 9 ,  ..................................................... 
Mrs. W. G. Williamson ................................ 1 Mississippi, 99 

Miss Imogene Mmning ................................... 6 Temple Ave., Knoxville, Term. 
Mrs. Walter R o k k  .................................. 2 ,Doughty St., Fountain City, Term. 
Ngt m i t h  .................................................... t .  Banders Hospital, Knoxville, Term. 
Roy Wedekind ................... ...............MU) Garden Avenue, Fountain Giity, Tenn. 
Donald Caplenor .................................................................... R o  1, Lebanon, Term. 
James E. Y3hes~or ............................................................ b 1, .Oenterville, Term. 
,Miss M e  Gke ................................................... -Parker -St., Cleveland, Term, 
Hies Edith Pape .................................................................. T h o  station, Term. 
Miss Hilda Thmg .................................... Atlantic Ave., N., Tull&oma, Term. 



Babert isparks Walker .................... ..808 ,Greenwood Ave., Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Miss Betty Watson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  State  Teachers College, Johnson 'City, Tenn. 
L. J. Willi~anis ....................................... 3315 Windsor C'ourit, .Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Mrs. IC. A. Barefield ............................... 2300 Eas t  ,Shore Drive, iNor.krfolk, Va. 
Rex A. .Conyers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  !Clhrisman Hiigh :School, Indlepend'ence, .Mo. 
Geoffrey Gill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .2,4 Overlook D,rive, Huntindton, L. I., New York 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dr. Alfred 0. :Gross 11 Boody St., Brunuwick, Maine. 
............................................................................. James Eutcihins Windom, N. C. 

.Miss Ann King. . . . . . . . .  Dept. of Botany, Ohio .State Univ., C o l u m ~ h ,  Ohio. 
Vincent P. McLaughlin, Jr. .. Room 6.51, A. A. S. No. 2 0 . C .  S., Grinnell, Iowa. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Miss Esther  Mason ..2523 Montgomery, Louisville, Ky. 
Mrs. C. K. ,Morrell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  119 E. Maxwell St., Lexington, Ky. 
~Humplhrey A. Olsen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Brevard College, Brevard,, (N. C. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Earl  J. ,Peffers 119 Cossett Blt., Watenbury, Lbnn. 
Hollis T. Rms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29 South Second St., L&sibur,g, Pa. 
Thomas P. Smith. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Osage Road, Anchopage, Ky. 
 henry Steven.son . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fernow ,Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y. 
Dr .  L'awrenee 5H. Walkinshaw ......, 1416 W. .Michigan Ave., Battle Creek, ~Mich. 
Ray C. Werner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7588 Wiildwood Road, N. E., Atlanta, Ga. 

THE MIGRANT is also received by the  following libnaries, museums,colleges, 
and scientific institutions, many of which have equipped themselves with 
complete files f o r  future reference. 

hluser~rn o f  Natural  H i s t o r y . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Memphis ,  T ~ ~ ~ .  
State  Teachers College. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Memphis ,  Term. 
Goodwyn I n s t i t i ~ t e  Library.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Memphis, T ~ ~ ~ .  
Cossi t t  Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Memphis, Term, 
Tennessee Statc  L ib ra ry . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ h . i . . . .  T ~ ~ ~ .  
Joint Universi i ty  L ib ra r i e s . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Nashville, Ten,,. 
T h e  Nashvil le  ruh l i c  1.ihrary.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Nashville, T ~ ~ .  
George Peabody College L ib ra ry . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . h e  T ~ ~ ~ .  
East  Nas l~v i l l e  Hid11 Schqnl T i h r a r y . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Nashvil le .  Ten,,. 
T h e  Librnry,  Uniiversi ty  of Tennessee.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Knoxvillr, Term. 
I,lwson hIcGhee L ih r s ry .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Knnmville, T ~ ~ ~ .  
Great  Smoky Mountains National Par!:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  G a t l i n h ~ i ~ ,  Term. 
C'lattannoca Publ;c L ih ra ry .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Chat tanoqln,  Term, 
Mayne Williams L ih ra ry . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . Johnrnn City,  Tmn.  
Tofieuluni College Lihrary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . r e v  T ~ ~ ~ .  
Pleasant Hil l  Academy..  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Pleasant  I j i l l ,  T ~ ~ ~ .  
IJ .  S .  National  Museum. Smiithsonion Ins t i tu t iqn . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Wash in~ ton ,  D. C. 
U.  S. Fish R: Wildl ife  Se rv ice . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Washington, D. C .  
American hluseum of Natural  I i is tory.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Newyork, N. Y. 
National A i ~ d ~ l h o n  Society. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  New Ynrk,  N. Y. 
Cornell I lniversi ty .  1,ahoratoi.y of Ornithnln!!~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Ithnrn. N. Y. 
Pield h4nseum of Natural  I j i s tq ry . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Ch i rn~ ,n ,  Ill.  
Carnegin Milst-rim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  P i t s b i ~ ,  Pa. 
IJnivrrsitv of Calif.ornin I>ihl-nry. .:. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Rerkeley, Cnl. 
Emnry Universi ty  1,ihrary.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Elrory. (;T. 

Virginia Polytechnic 1ns : i tn t~ .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rlncksbur)(.. Vn. 
T h e  Cliarlcston Muse.lm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .Charleston. S. C .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Redpath Lihrary,  McC;i!l Univr-sit.,. .hfontrcnl. Cnnadm. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Universi ty  of Illinnis. Drpt .  nf Rin?n<y . .  .Clinrnpaign. I l l .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IJniversity o f  Michinan, Nntnral Historg Muscnm, Ann Harhor. .  .Miclr. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Alnbnma Polytechnic Jns t i t i~ te ,  ncp t .  o f  D i o l o ~ y . .  A n ,  Ala. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mississippi  State  Cnlleee fo r  VJnmen.. .Co l~ lmhar ,  Miss .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  >fississippi Stnte  A. and hl .  C ~ l l e a e . .  .Stnrksville. Miss .  
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The simple truth about birds is interesting enough, 
i t  is not necessaq to go beyond it." 

EDITOR'S CHAT 
Winter as usual has long overstayed its welcome and, tarrying late, has 

caused March to go down as  one of the ooldest on record. This recent in- 
clement weather has made the symposium upon winter roosting, printed in 
this issue, most timely indeed. Tlhose who have wondered how birds spend 
the cold blustery nights will find some of their answers in this issue.-One 
of the most interesting objectivm of bird-banding is to find aut how long birds 
live. We are fortunate to have an article bearing upon this question from 
Mrs. Laskey who, by the volume and consistency of her bird-banding work 
and by bhe logical interpretations of her findings, has proved herself a real 
ornibhologist. In  ithis issue she has skimmed the cream from her records and 
given us the best of her findings on longevity.-Dr. Mayfield literally sleeps 
in the wood?s at his camp in summer so has taken advantage of the opportunity 
to ascertain for his fellow observers just when the birds really begin the day. 
-The report upon the Ivory-billed Woodpecker is the work of our fellow 
member James T. Tanner who, until his recent entry into naval service, was 
president of our Johnson (Cilty chapter. We !vale Dr. Tanner the honor of k i n g  
the ornithologist who has learned more albaut this rare bird than anyone who 
has gone before him.-For the many worth while notes in The Season and 
in The Round Table, your editor expresses appreciation and a wish for 20 
good pages of copy to fill the June issue. 

MEETINIG AND ACTIVIT1E~S:-The Knoxville Chapter, T. 0. S., has 
issued a mimeographed program for the entire year. Spring activities include 
evenings meetings on March 3, April 7, May 5 and June 2. Field trips are  
scheduled for March 21, April 11, 18 and 25, May 2, 9, 16 and June 2. The 
May 2 date is that  of the annual Spring Bird Count a t  the Island Home Sanc- 
tuary.-The Nashville Chapter meets the 2nd and 4th Monday evenings of 
each monlth in the S-R Bldg. of Peabody College. Groups go afield each week- 
end and a Spring Field Day will be held May 16 or 23.-The Memphis 
'C'hapter holds evening meetiings on the 3rd Monday of each month and expect 
to hold their Spring Field Day in May.---Chapter secretaries, given in last 
issue, msy be contacted for details 



ERRATA:-In the  nlidwinter census tabulation in our  las t  issue, paffe 62, 
the Great Smokies list  was credited with 135 Tree  Sparrows but th is  number 
should have been fo r  Field Sparrows. The Memphis l ist  should have included 
103 Flickers. Readers will please correct th3eir copies. In  the heading on 
thc  editorial page, your editor's name was incolSrectly given a s  Alfred. 
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BACK NUMBERS O F  
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Complete your files while our 
small stock lasts 

Vol. 2 (1931) at $2.00 
" 3 to 8, each " 1.25 
" 9 (lacking March) " .75 
" 10 to 13, each " 1.00 

Most back issues at 2% each 

-0- 

BIRD LISTING CARDS 

3x5" at 40 cents per hundred 

All prepaid 
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412-414 Commerce St. 

Nashville, Tennessee 



D U R Y S  
Are Headquarters for f 
FlELD GLASSES 

STEREO PRISM BINOCULARS 

GRAFLEX CAMERAS 

KOlDAKS 

CINE KODAKS 

Bell & Howell 8 
MOTION PICTURE EQUIPMENT 

8 ARTISTS' SUPPLIES 8 
0 
8 

DRAWING MATERIALS 

6" 

I 
t 

LANTERN SLIDES MADE TO ORDER $ 
t 8 
ii 
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