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HOW BIRDS SPEND THEIR WINTER NIGHTS
A Symreosium BY T. 0. 8. MEMBERS

In mid-winter, birds spend more than half of their time at roost. During
this time they gather no food but must retain a bodily warmth considerably
greater than that of humans. When we consider our own dry and heated
habitations and provisions for a warm night's sleep, we wonder unendingly
how such small and fragile ereatures as birds can live the long, ecold nights
thru when hard raing, sleet and bitter north winds add to their discomfort
and peril. Little specific data has been published on this subject, so a sym-
posium was called for and what msy be rezarded as a first installment is
siven below., A good deal has been made known of the communal roosts of
eregarious specics, sueh as those of the Grackles, Robins Swifts ete., and to
keep this article Lo its assigned length, reports on these have been deferred
to a future issue.—EDITOR.

By Scorr HurcHison, Memphis, Tenn—The flollowing observations have
been made about my home in the guburbs. A female Flicker sleeps in my
30 room Martin box, using a front room, on the first floor on the east side.
A male Flicker roosts in a one room box about 150 feet away. This box was
designed for Crested Flycatchers and the Flicker enlarged the hole to accom-
modate his greater size. In February, 1942, 1 often heard the lusty ecall
of a Carolina Wren just afler daylight and in the late afternoon about 30
rainutes before dark.  On several afterncons I watched in order to locate the
bird's roosting place but was unsuccessful. One evening as I watched the
somester, he suddenly flew toward the ground and darted thru a latticed fence.
Just beyond, an old grey shirt hung on a clothes line just under the roof of
the carage. It had hung there sometime and a sleeve thrown over the line
formed a pocket of its upper half. T brushed by this as I passed and out flew
my Wren. From a nearby hiding place, T saw the bitd return and dart into
the sleevo, This roost continued to be used for nearly two months and on
oceasions I visited the slecper at night and, observing with a shielded flash-
lieht, found him Tast asleep with his head behind a wing and his tail always
toward the opening. A male and a female Cardinal sleep in the shrubs on
the east side of the house. A Mockingbird drove them away from a privet
hedze on the west side, presumably beeause there were berries there.——
Two Starlingzs were roosting in February in another, smaller, Martin box
but their occupancy was irregular. One was seen carrying leaves into a
pox, the first of Febrvary. 1 suppose this was nesting material, rather than

“bedding.”
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By ALFrep CLEBsCH, Clarksville, Tenn.:—Many of our small winter birds
seek the protection of honeysuckle (lonicera) and other evergreen thickets
when darkness falls. They fly towards them in short dashes and their move-
ments show wariness. Towhees and Cardinals turn in early, White-throats,
Song and Swamp Sparrows follow, while the Chickadees linger awhile. But
it isn't long before the feeding grounds are still and from the vine-covered
slopes come bed-time calls from one bird to another. 1 visited such roosting
place one night after a winter census. My dog, “Pal,”® was proewling through
the honeysuckle and aroused one of the sleepers, but suddenly he came cow-
ering to my side. I looked up and saw a Barred Owl glide toward us noise-
lessly. Then in the moonlight the Owl must have caught sight of us. He
veered off and strong beats of his wings sent him away.——We wonder what
other birds do on winter nights and catch but few glimpses. Late one Novem-
ber afternoon when a raw chill wind struck out of the west I flushed a Blue-
bird from a Robin's nest up in a medium sized maple tree. The wind ruffled
his feathers badly and while I was watching he returned and settled back into
the nest. Sometimes we may read the signs and guess what happened. After
the cold weather in January, 1940, T found droppings in a number of old
nests and concluded they must have given shelter to some winged travellers.
That year I saw places where Horned Larks and Longspurs had roosted on
the ground in the scant protection of frozen clods among the rubbish of disked
cornedalks. Of man-made structures, the iron trusswork of bridges and
water-tanks has come to my notice as the resting place chosen by Flickers.
Walking home in pouring rain from our last winter census I scared out two
of them in the middle of the afternoon from the steel span across MecAdoo
Creek and near my home is a water tank in whose supports I have also found
Flickers roesting in sheltered niches.

By AMBLIA R. Laskey, Nashville, Tenn.—An article “Where Wild Birds
Sleep” by S. F. Aaron (Dearborn Independent 1927), in which the author
deseribed his patient search for the roosting places of many species, his
success in many cases and complete bafflement in others, aroused my inter-
est in this phase of bird life. T began keeping notes on my own observations.
Aside from lhe numerous roosts of Crows and the mixed flocks ofGrackles,
Starlings, Redwings, Rusty Blackbirds, Martins, and Robins at warious
locations, the greater part of my data was obtained about my home.—
Mourning Doves go to rosst about dusk. A magnolia tree was often
used, particularly in February and March. Two birds frequently wished
to use it but one would finally leave for other quarters. Tall privet was
used and later in the season, deciduous growth shrubbery, hackberry and
catalpa trees—Cedar Waxwings in flocks of 10-30 have been found in a
spruce tree, a magnolia, tall lilac bushes, plum thicket and among the
brown dried leaves still elinging to the lower branches of the pin oak in
very early spring. The lilacs and plum trees were used in late spring.
They too often go to roost early; April 18, 1942 at 6:40 P. M. when the
sun was still high in the west, T was startled by the explosive flight of a
flock from a plum thicket that T had not seen as I approached. In April
1942 1 banded an ingenious pair of Carolina Wrens that Francis Lawrence
had discovered one night in his garage when his car lights revealed two
little tails protruding from a fold of an old portiere hanging there.
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Mockingbirds often enter buildings for protection from the ecold. T have
records for a mated pair going into a garage but using seperate perches,
two in porches, and one that went down a chimney at dusk. Kach winter,
evergreen trees and shrubs such as cedar, spruce, and Amoor River privet
were used. A beauty bush near the house was occupied in summer. On one
night a mated pair roosted on the same twig; it was opposite a window. Once
one came in early spring to privet shrubs at the house, tucked her head in
her feathers and took a nap in mid-morning. Bluebirds in Warner Parks
regularly use the nest boxes in winter for sleeping quarters, as evidenced
by the gquantities of regurgitated hackberry seeds and the droppings accumu-
lating there each cold season. At the farm home of Miss Cynthia Tompkins,
two Bluebirds furnished considerable amusement as during the 1942-43 winter
they squabbled for best position on a ledge under the eaves, wisible from in-
doors. Each wanted the inside spot, repeatedly hopping over and pushing
the occupant to the outside——A Chickadee liked to use a gourd suspended
to a tree when the nights were cold. For many years Slate-colored Juncos,
in groups as high as 20, regularly used the dense growth of English ivy on
the broad stone chimney of our house for roosting. As this is the outlet from
our heating plant, the stone absorbed enough heat to give off warmth which
must have made it particularly desirable on cold nights. Juncos began to fly
in at 4 p. m. They also have been found in the foundation plantings of ever-
greens and in a cedar tree. A Towhee sometimes joined the Juncos in the
ivy; another was found in the spruce at the front of the lot. Other members
of the Sparrow family used the shrubs near the house; in May a Whitethroat
used the beauty bush (Kolquitzia) which at that time was cascaded with its
lovely tiny pink bell-like blossoms. Clumps of privet that formerly grew at
the ends of the house were favorites of many small sparrows, including White-
throats and White-crowns as well as Cardinals. There were many arguments
between the latter and the Mockingbirds at deep dusk. A small arborvitae
was used in February, 1939, by two recently arrived Chipping Sparrows. Na-
tive sparrows also liked the pin oak in December when the twigs, densely
covered with cupped brown leaves, gave protective concealment as well as
shelter. In February, Myrtle Warblers were startled more than once from
a tangle of coral honeysuckle vines on the south side of the garage where
at least two had gone to roost——In the March, 1942, MicRANT, p. 14, | gave
some dbservations on the roosting of Bob-whites.

By BeErT Powgly, Jr., Memphis, Tenn.:—Birds can hide and find shelter
in many unusual places and they do not need a place that is warm; only a
wind lbreaker that will give them proteclion from the wind and, if possible,
shelter from rain as well. Hiding in such places birds can weather the coldest
blow with comparative ecomfort. The reason for this is that their feathers,
layer over layer, provide excellent insulation. Another faclor in their favor
is that their heart-beat is more rapid than that of our own and this circu-
lates their blood more rapidly. Given sufficient food, it is improbable that a
bird would die from cold. Last summer we had a morningglory vine twist-
ing up the square brick columns that support the roof of our porch and when
winter came on I persuaded my mother to let it remain so it would offer a
refuge for the birds. A pair of Cardinals have used this mass of dead vines
as a roosting place and every evening we can watch the birds sneak to bed.
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They get on the side that gives protection from the wind and the porch roof
keeps them dry. English Sparrows have long found that houses offer good
roosting places. At the home of a friend, each column eap of the front porch
was found one night to have one of these sparrows crouched upon it. There
they found shelter frem both wind and rain. Flickers and perhaps other
woodpeckers are having stiff competition for their roosling holes from Star-
lings. Behind my house is a small woodlot and in it is a large dead tree
where Flickers have nested for years and roosted there in winter, On March 1
I saw a Flicker vainly trying to hold his lofty bedroom against the persistent
intrusion of a group of Starlings which finally exhausted his energy and
patience and caused him to retire in their favor.

JAMES A. RoBins (Nashville) has recorded in THE MIGRANT (1936, 7: 21) a
unique winter roost of a Mockingbird on the Peabody College campus. This
bird chose a perch a few inches above an electric bulb on the side of a vine-
clad brick building. In its bright, warm radiation this Mocker slept snugly
thru the coldest nights.

GEORGE R. MAYFIELD (Nashville) slates that he has flushed Bluebirds at
dusk that had sought their winter roosting place among the dry leaves of
pin oaks that hang on till spring. These large leaves are in bunches and curl
up at the tips thus affording obscurity and a degree of shelter. A. F. Ganier
and Mrs. Lasky (above) report Cedar Waxwings using these oak leaves
similarly, for roosting.

By AvBerT F. GaNIER, Nashville:—Mockingbirds often roost upon an old
nest of their own or on that of a Thrasher, especially if located in a thorny
osage-orange tree and close to the ground and therefore partly screened from
the wind. Many have thus been found at dusk and droppings in most such
nests during the winter gives further evidence. Other favored roosting sites
are privet hedges (until the leaves fall off at midwinter), masses of honey-
suckle or greenbrier vines that have climbed, and among the thick branches
of ecatalpa bungei guile often grown in parks and lawns. Twice T have found
them gone to roost in a discarded tangle of farmers wire field fence, there
safe from intruders at least.——Chickadees and Titmice roost in cavities in
winter and that sceh quarters are often eramped is shown by the fact that
many of those that come to my window feeding shelf for breakfast, still have
their tails bent. 1 have captured two that had spent winter nights in low
Blogbird boxes at my home.——A Carolina Wren was Tound roosting on
chilly September nights in the pocket of an old coat that had hung for some
time on a rear porch. Another habitually voosted between two timbers on
the inside of a parage wall. Still another would spend the nighls in an old
wrens nest in a box placed near the ceiling of a back porch. On March 14, 1943,
one took lodging for that (clear) night in a pile of cedar boughs although
buildings were near. Pileated Woodpeckers roosts habitually in a hoilow
limb or trunk of a live tree, both to avoid the dampness of roiten wood and
us security against winler storms which often break off and fell dead
trees. There are always two and often three openings provided, possibly for
ventilation but more likely to permit rapid exit in ecase a marauder should
enter one of the holes. Downy Woodpeckers execavate a hole in autumn
quite often in a fence post, which location is safe from winter storms. Wood-
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peckers of all kKinds use considerable judgment in not exeavating their roosi-
ing holes in linilbs or trees so rotten lhat they are likely to be broken by
storms, Flickers ave more prone to roost about buildings or in natural
cavities. I suw one go into the eavily of a live walnut during January at
roosling time. Tdgar MeNish reported to me that he had seen as many as
half a dozen go into the hollow top of a big syeamore to roost. 1 believe
that Blue Jays regularly roost in natural cavities when cedars are nol avail-
able and Bluebirds habitually do so. Very good evidence of Jays and Flickers
roosting in such ecavities is the fact that their feathers are often found in
them, showing that they had been caplured there by predators. Sereech Owls
are probably chiefly responsible, for feathers are nearly always found in holes
too small to be entered by the larger owls, hesides, Flickers and Jays are too
heavy for a Sercech Owl to transport from elsewhere. Nuthatches and
Brown Creepers probably ropst in natoral ecavities too, alihough one eould
coneeive tha, they would hayve protection {rom rain and greater security from
enemies by roosting under the shingle-like bark of the shag-bark hickory,
swamp white cak or similar speeles. In late winter, White-throaled Spar-
rows, Juncos and Teowhees will roost in a loese flock upon the ground in
woods,  The place selected is where many leaves have collected in low under-
growth sueh g buek-bush, cane, greenbrier and blackberry briar. The first
tiwo =pecies named also frequently roost amid grass and roosts that overhang
ereck banks.  Alony with Cardinals they have a very decided preference also
for a dense briar patch. Meadowlarks, as might ke supposed, roost on the
ground in prassy Delds; net in campact groups but scattered here and there.
T'hey may thus be fluzshed abt dusk along with Savannah Sparrows.——On
Jan. 13, 1049, in compuany with My, Ben B. Coffey and about 15 miles north
of Memphis, we watched Lapland Longspurs go to roost at dusk. There were
wbont 400 in the dack and after flving aboul in a compaet fioek, they suddenly
dropped 1o the greond and quickly hid themseclves in the thick grass which
grew Lhere,

SOMBE AGE RUECORDS FOR BANDED BIRDS
By AmErna R, LASKEY

There has Leog nch conjecture upon the lonwevity of wild birds and
tritil the advent of bird<boading, it was practically impossible to secure definite
vt on this sobjoct. DBy the banding method, howover, it has been possible
to prave that certain individual bids ot least do live T o number of yeanu.
The following daty, aecoumulistod during my banding operations, arve here
presented as denite information on this ioteresting problem,

The records of my bonding stations at Nashville show that 220 bieds
(46 specieg) have been found to have teached the spe of 3% years or more.
Thess recerds cover neally 12 yvears of contipuous trappivg at my home and
periodic trappins ol several substations. GrateTul acliowledwement is made
1o dhose whe hace assistod ab varibos times®  Simee Aupnst, 1031, 21,000
hirds of 123 speeics have been banded and in addition, ever 36,000 Chimney

sSlormen Fompling, Mres, 15 € Wicks, 1. T, Callinen, 31, Lo Rippy, Jro, Asthnr MeMarrny,
Wm. vt T, S0 Lowrenee, €, Jarlon, T, Vo B Comphell, M. S0 Curter, A, F. Ganier,
Nhrs. AL idisamhes, B b Mewsli, t1 L Mlenk, BN Selifmoe, 10 Wolfe, pnd nthers.
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Swifts since 1938. This total of 57,000 birds includes the 13,000 Swifts banded
in Nashville under the leadership and Federal permit of J. B. Calhoun, whose
records are kept in my file,

For brevity, the tabulations are given in condensed form. All banding
numbers have been omitted; a long dash separates the records of individuals.
Sex is shown where detevmined and is indicated by “M’ for male and “F" for
female. The first date shown represents the date of banding. Ages shown
are minimum, since many adults may have been several years old when
first trapped.

0Of the age records ascertained, 1 was found to be at least 11 years of

age, 1 was 10, 1 was 9, 2 were 8, 1 was T%, 3 were 7, 8 were 614, 13 were
6, 6 were 5%, 52 were 5, 13 were 4%, 138 were 4, and 14 were 3% years
of age. Of the four-year records, 84 were of Chimmey Swifts. A fulure
paper will discuss returns and recoveries of this species.

CHIMNEY SWIFTS: 10/16/28, Chattanooga, Tenn.; retaken Nashville
10/22/39; 11 years 10/9/30, Jasper, Tenn.; retaken Nashville 9/18/39;
9 years——38,/17/34, Illinois; retaken Nashville 10/1/39; 5 years.——5/19/35,
Ontario, Canada; retaken Nashville 9/11/40; 6 years. 9/23/34, W. Va.;
retakem Nashville 9/7/41; 7 years.——5/16/35, Wisconsin; retaken Nashiville
9/13/89; b years——10/2/36, Wisconsin; retalen Nashville 9/14/41; 5
years. 79 banded in Nashville and 2 banded in Clarksville in 1938 were
retaken in Nashville in 1942; age 4 years. As less than 200 Swifts were
banded in Nashville previous to 1938, it is obvious age records are restricted.
One 1938 bird has been retaken in 1939, 1940, 1941, and 1942.

HAIRY WOODPECKER: M; 3/5/33; killed about 4/25/36; 4 years.— —
M; 4/2/37; retaken 4/17/40; 4 years.

DOWNY WOODPECKER: M; 3/1/32; repeated 4/20/32 and 1/31/34;
found dead 9/16/36 near station; b year plus, M; 11/23/33; retaken 5
times, last date 4/12/39; 6 years. F. 12/5/35; vetaken 3/8/39; 4 yeans.

BLUE JAY: 9/15/32; retaken 5/23/37; 5 years.——4/25/33; shot
6/3/38; 6 years——7/27/37; retaken 5/24/42; 5 years.

TUFTED TITMOUSE: 2/5/33; repeated 8 times, to 1/2/36; 3% years.
——12/19/85; retaken 4 times, to 1/31/40; 4% years——1/8/38; retaken
5 times, to 4/8/42; 5 years——2/19/38; retaken 6 times, to 11/21/42; 5%
years.

CAROLINA WREN: M; 6/25/34; retaken 20 times, to 1/18/38; 4%
years. F; 11/19/34; retaken 12 times, to 4/19/30; 5 years.

MOCKINGBIRD: M; 8/27/31; disappeared Mareh '35; 4 years.
4/14/33; disappeared Dec. '35; 3% years. 0/15/33; retaken 5/27/38;
5 years——3/10/34; retaken 5/8/41; 8 years. M; 5/8/35; retaken to
8/5/39; b years. 10/3/356; disappeared April '39; 4 years. F. 3/22/36;
shot 11/8/39; 3% years. M; 10/1/36; still occupying his territory at my
home March "43; almost 7 years. M; juv.; 5/14/37; killed by cat 6/15/42;
5 years. G/24/37; reported killed 1/30/41; 3% years. M; 9/16/38;
retaken 1940 and 3/2/43; 5 years.
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CATBIRD: 8/13/31; retuorned 1932, 33, 34; last date 6/21/34; 4 years.
——6,/6,/32; retaken 5/13/35; 4 years. 6/24/33; retaken T/3/36; 4 years,
7/4/85; retaken 1955, 6/19/36; 4 years. 7/6/33; retaken 1935, 4/28/36;
4 years——5/17/34; retaken 1937; killed by auto, 7/26/37; 4 years.——
6/5/34; retaken, last date 9/21/37; 4 years.——7/1/37; returned 1938, 39,
40, 41, last taken 9/10/41; 4 years——Imm. 9/7/37; retaken 1938, 40, last
date 7/10/41; 4 years.— 5/18/38; retaken 1939, 40, 5/19/41; 4 years.

BROWN THRASHER: 8/30/32; retaken 1932, 33, 34, 35, to 8/8/35;
4 years——6/20/33; retaken 1934, 35, 37, 40, to 3/23/40; 8 years. 4/26 /36,
taken 1937, 88, 302, 40, 41, 42 to 3/16/42; 7 years.——8/19/36; retaken in
48, 59, 40 to 5/16/40; 4 years,

ROBIN: 9/30/31; retaken 1933 and 11/3/35; 4% years——M; 9/13/33;
found sick, died 3/20/42; 10 years. I'; 9/30/55; last seen 7/4/39; 4 years.
F; 10/7/35; killed by auto 5/20/39; 4 years. 9/16/36; retaken 1938,
39, 40, to 3/14/40; 4 years. 0/18/36; recovered spring 1940; 4 years.
6/27/87; died 6/2/40; 4 years. M; 3/11/38; wetaken 1939, 1940, to
3/20/41; 4 years.

BLUEBIRD: M; 4/16/32; retaken 1033, 34, to 9/23/34; 3 years.——
F; 4/26/36; retaken 1937, 38, 39, to 11/4/39; 4% years. F. 5/24/39;
retaken 1940, 41, 42, to 4/2/42; 4 years.

STARLING: 1/3/36; found dead Dec. 1940, 5% years.——3/1/36; re-
turned 1/27/39; 5% years.

YELLOW WARBLER: 6/16,/37; retaken 1038, 5/30/41; 5 years.

NORTHERN YELLOWTIVROAT: I"; 8/31/32; last taken 7/26/37; 6
yoears. Imm. M; 9/9/32; retaken 1933, 24, 35, 36, to 9/19/36; 4 years.
M; 9/1/36; retaken 1937, 39, 41, to 9/16,/41; 6 years.——M; 9/13/36; retaken
1947, 38, 39, 40, 41, to 6/28/41; 6 years.

YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT: 5/21/36; retaken 1037, 40, to 9/15/40;
D youus,

BRONZED GRACELE: F; 6/17/32, vetaken 7/24/35; 4 years. M;
1/23/34; retaken 3 /22/38; b years. M; 5/18/36; retaken 5/30/41; 6 years.

Young; 8/31/36; shot 10/11/40; 4 years plus. T, 7/26/37; retaken
T/2/40; 4 years.— —M; 4/1/38; shot 9/13/41; 4 years plus —T; 6/2/28;
died April 1942; 5 years,

CARDINAL: M; 2/2/32; retaken until April 1935; 4 years..
I'; 12/17/82; retaken 2/26/36; 4% yeurs. F; 2/4/43; permanent resident
to 9/4/356 314 years. M; 7/3/34; retaken 4/16/37; 4 years. Young M;
10/27/34; retaken 3/17/40; 6 years. M; 12/17/34: retaken 1/27/40;
hl4 years.— —M; 9/10/35; found dead 1/1/41; 5'%2 years.——F; 1/25/36;
retaken to 6/7/39; 4 years. F; 12/16/36; found dead 6/17/40; 4 years,
s 2/16/37; relaken 3/25/40; 4 years. juv., ¥; 8/4/37; found injured
8/14/41; 4 years, F; 8/20/37; retaken (o 11/18/40; 314 years. Im. M;
0/3/57; retaken to 3/3/43; 6 years.——Imm. M; 8/3/37; retaken to 1/28/43;
ot% years.——M; 8/31/37; retaken 1/4/42; 4% years, F; 3/31,/39; retaken
12/81/41; 314 years. M; 5/30/89; retaken 3/24/42; 4 years.
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INDIGO BUNTING: Imm. M; 8/30/33; returned 1935, 37, 38, found dead
5/10/38; 5 yearsJ—F; 8/21/34; retaken 1936 and 1938; died 5/26/38;
5 years——M; 9/9/34; retaken 1935, 10/1/38; 5 years. M; 5/17/35;
retaken 1086, 37, 38, 39, 40, to 6/4/40; 6 years——M; 5/23/35; retaken
1946, 37, 38, 30, to 5/21/39; 5 years.

GOLDFINCH: F; 8/7/35; retaken 9/3/38; 4 years——F; 9/28/39;
refuken 1040, 41; found dead near station 3/19/42; about 8 years.

RED-EYED TOWHEE: M; 6/26/33; retaken 1/19/36; 3% years.
Imm. F; 7/17/34 rolaken to 9/28/37; 3 years plus——Young F; 11/29/34;
found dead 3/8/30; 5 years. Imm. F; 8/20/35; retaken to 1939; found
dead 9/28/39; 4 years. Young M; 10/26/35 in Belle Meade; retaken there
1/1/86; retaken 2 miles east 8/3/36; found on road mear place of banding
1/31/43 unable to eat or fly, plumage good. There had been 6 days of ice
covered ground. Bird fed by hand by A. R. L., recovered, released 2/7/43;
flew well; 7% years. F; 10/30/36; retaken 1/28/40; 5% years——M;
11/13/36; rdtaken to 4/7/40; B years. Young F; 10/12/36 later nested
near station; retaken to 12/20/42; 6% years. Young F; 10/27/36; retaken
tn 2/7/41; 4% years, M; 3/25/37; retaken to 7/17/41; 5 years——Imm.
M; 6/30/37; retaken to 5/25/42; 5 years. Young M; 9/26/37; retaken
to 5/17/42; b years,

SLATE-COLORED JUNCO: Young M; 2/8/33; retaken 1935, 37, last
12/27/88; 6% years. 2/11/35; retaken 1935, 36, 37, 30, last 3/23/40;
G years——0Of others trapped and taken, 4 had lived 5 years, 1 for 4%. 4
for 4, and 3 for 3% years.

FIELD SPARROW: 10/5/34; retaken each swummer to 5/8/40; 6 years.
—3/27/33; retaken 1934, 35, 36, 37, to 4/1/37; 5 years.——3/28/33; re-
baken 1084, 35, 36, 37, to 4/20/37; 5 years. Imm, 8/3/37; retaken each
spring to 321/42; b years——0Of others trapped and retaken, b had lived to
416 years, and 12 to 4 years. An immature, banded 7/18/33, was retaken
1034, 35, 36 and to 4/3,/37, during which period it was captured more than
300 times at the banding station. It left each year by early November and
returned cach March.

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW: 3/23/32; being in adult plumage, it
must have hatehed 1930 at the latest; last date retaken 5/3/34; 4 years,——
Adalt; 11/6/33; retaken 1934, 35, 37, to 3/16/37; 5 years. Imm. 11/6/33;
retaken 1934, 35, 86, 37, to 12/7/37; 4% years. Imm. 11/14/33; rebaken
1034, 35, 36, to 10/28/37: 4 years,

CAMBEL'S SPARROW: Adult; 2/1/32; being in this plumage, it must
have hatched 1030 at the latest; retaken 1933, 1934, to 3/10/34; 4 years.——
Imum. 12/11/34; retaken 1935, 37, to 11/25/37; 3 years plus.

WIAITE-THROATED SPARROW: F; 11/30/32; retaken 1934 and last

b F; 12/31/54; retaken 1935 and last 2/3/40; 6 years.
——Two others banded and retzken had lived between 3 and 3% years.
SONG BPARROW: 2/2/37; retaken 1938, 1940, 1942 and 2/13/43;
6! years. 12/16/82; retaken 1/20/36; 3% years. Two others trapped
and retaken had lived at least 3 years.
NASHVILLE, TENN., March, 1943.

12/6/37; 5% yeoars.
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THE IVORY-BILLED WOODPECKER
A REVIEW oF THE REPORT BY JAMES T. TANNER

The Ivorydbilled Woodpecker is almost a fabulous bird. Even among
the aboriginal indians this hugh woodpecker, with powerful white bill, flaming
crest and powerful sweeping flight, was the object of mythical folk-lore and
its striking head was sought as an ornament for their chieftans. Calteshy,
Wilson and Audubon, our best known early ornithologists, sensing the public’s
interest, made it the subject of extended and interesting eulogies in their
works. Never a common bird, few ornithologists have ever learned much of its
habits. The haunts of the Ivory-bill were the dense and uninviting swamp
lands of the coastal regions of the South and up the flood plain of the Missis-
sippi River little if any above the mouth of the Ohio. Even Audubon, who
spent some years in the Bayou Sara country of Louisiana, learned but little
of them first hand. B. C. L. Wailes, careful observer and naturalist who lived
at Natchez stated, when compiling in 1854 the first list of the birds of Missis-
sippi, that even by that time it had become a rare bird.

The Passenger Pigeon passed out of the picture before the turn of the
century and even at that time the Ivorydbill seemed destined to follow. A few
were known to reside in Florida and so few were the southern investigators at
that time that little was known of their status elsewhere, Interest was con-
siderably revived in 1932 however by the discovery of some of the birds in
the great B0,000 acre Singer tract of low primeval hardwood forest in north-
east Louisiana. Dr. Arthur A. Allen of Cornell University, enterprising and
unexcelled photographer of wild birds, organized an expedition there in 1935
to photograph for posterity the living birds in their forest home and to record
in colored motion pictures, with sound, their intimate home life. At subse-
quent meetings of ornithologists over the country Dr. Allen thrilled his audi-
ences with those fine reproductions. One of the best of these photographs is
reproduced as a frontispiece to this issue.

The interest aroused, to a large extent by showings of Dr. Allen's pictures,
led the National Audubon Society to cast about for some means of saving the
Ivory-bill from final extinetion. It was determined that a eareful study should
be made to determine the present status of the bird and to study its life history,
to determine its requirements and its enemies. One of those who had assisted
Dr. Allen in his work in 1935 wvas James T. Tanner, one of his graduste = u-
dents in ornithology at Cornell and Dr. Tanner being available, qualitied
and keenly interested, was assigned the investigation.

The excellent results of his work are now in hand, in the shape of “Ite-
search Report No. 1, the Ivory-billed Woodpecker,”* representing twenty-ons
months in the field in the South visiting practieally all areas where the birvide
had once lived, searching for new areas, and making detailed olservations
of the homelife of the only birds actually encountered, those in northess
Louisiana. His search for new areas was fruitless and definite late veports
from previously known areas were unsatisfactory. The Iumberman had
marched on before him and the big “Logcoeks” seem only (o survive in prim-

*The Ivory-billed Woodpecker, Oct. 1942, by James T. Tannor: pp 1LNIT, plus 1 10 101:
colored irontispiece plus 20 plates and 22 figures. $2.50.  Mutionul Aodubon Socicis, W0s Filik
Avenue, New York, N. Y.
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eval forest where trees may live on to their natural age and, dying, provide
breeding places under their dead bark for the larvae (grubs) upon which
they chiefly feed. This food, the Ivory-bill was found to procure by sealing
off the dead bark, with its chisel-like bill, and trees were found so extensively
scaled that large quantities of the dislodged bark were found aboul their
bases. Dr. Tanner profited by this discovery in searching other localities for
the birds, for if dead trees showed no recent scaling it was good evidence that
they were not in the area. The Pileated Woodpecker was found to scale off
bark only to a minor degree.

Some earlier ohservers had predicted that the last Ivory-bills would be
found in the great swamps of bald eypress 'but apparently this picturesque tree
is not a factor in their requirements. The big sweet gums and the Nuttall's
oak were the ones from under whose dead bark these woodpecker's secured
by far the major part of their food. Logging rights on the entire Singer tract
have now been sold and logging has been in progress for five years. Within
two or three more years, at the present rate of demand for lumber, its devas-
tation will be complete and with it will probably go this pemnant of these
stately American birds. According to Dr. Tanner, there are probably only a
few other pairs, in Louisiana, in Florida, and possibly still in South Carolina.

Aside from the problem of an adequate food supply, the species seems
to be highly unsuccessful in its nestings. Laying only two or three eggs and
with but one brood per season, Dr. Tanner found that three nests out of six,
followed thru, proved umsuccessful. He records the disappearance of nearly
fledged young from the nest and feels that revelalion of the marauder might
assist in the preservation of the species. The reviewer believes that this, perhaps
consistent, marauder of Ivory-bills nests is the mink, a highly earnivorous and
pugnacious animal that is common in the swamps of Louisiana. The mink,
as the reviewer knows from experience in that region, is a very resource-
ful animal and one of its accomplishmnts is that of climbing trees when
occasion demands. Young woodpeckers in the nest, near the point of leaving,
are particularly veciferous with their gutteral mouthings and readily reveal
their presence. In view of the sbove, one could hardly coneeive any hesi-
taney on the part of a passing, hungry mink, upon such notice that break-
fast was ready to serve, even tho Tar overhead. A sheet iron mink-guard
about the base of nest trees would remove this menace.

The report reveals that preservation of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker
is now dependent upon setting aside, in areas still known to be inhabited by
the birds, large enough tracts of timber to afford a proper range and a supply
of the type of foor that is needed. To insure the latter it would become
necessary to artifically kill enough trees each year if the tract were not suf-
ficiently large. Stands of big timber, even tho remote from transportation,
will eall for a considerable sum for their purchase. However, interested bene-
factors might acquire the lands, retain the title if desired and effect a lease to
The Audubon Societies for their control and continuance as a sanctuary. The
Societies would e glad to have any aid or suggestions that might lead to
securing control or title to sueh sanetuaries. As of 1939, Dr. Tanner believes
that twenty-four Ivory-bills may be left in their former homes. There may
be a few as yet unfound but that is unlikely. Within just a few years we may
hear that the last one has passed on into history to join the Passenger Pigeon
and the Carolina Paroquet.—A. F. GANIER.
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TIME AND SEQUENCE OF EARLY MORNING SONG
By GEORGE R. MAYFIELD

About eighteen years ago, the avriter spent a few June days in the
high Smokies near Clingmans Dome. Each morning he was awakened “at
the crack of dawn" by the singing of Robins. Soon afterwards, they were
joined by ithe Carolina Juncos with their twirling notes. Then came the
drowsy drone of a Red-breasted Nuthatch on some nearby snag. The matin
song of the Veery, the Towhee, the Chickadee, the Mountain Solitary Vireo,
the Cairn’s and other mountain warblers, following generally in that order.
This regular succession each morning was so noticeable that I decided to
make a study of the time and sequence of bird song at Idlewild Wood, our
summer home on Stone’s River, about nine miles southeast of Nashville,

The season of the year chosen was around mid-June, and the years 1931,
1933, 1934, 1937 and 1940, are selected as typical for the species that nest
in ithis area. Sunrise on June 15 occurs at 4:29 a.m. and on the 30th at
4:33 a.m,, C. S. time. A summary of the time periods during those years
shows the following results.

1.—Time periods on clear mornings, 3:20 to 3:32 a.m.—Chuck-wills-
widow, Nighthawk, Purple Martin and Kildeer; generally in that order.

II.—Time group for next group of singers, 3:30 to 3:42 am— Wood
Pewee, I(Chat, Crested Flycatcher, Indigo Bunting Meadow Lark, Carolina
Wren, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Wood Thrush, Cardinal, Summer Tanager, Tow-
hee, Bob-white, Dove, Crow and Titmouse. The songs or calls of this group
follow each other in rapid succession and vary in order from one morn-
ing to another.

III.—The species in this group, from 3:40 to 3:56 a.m., can be arranged
in the following order.—Chipping Sparrow, Catbird, Field Sparrow, Chicka-
dee, Orchard Oriole, Bluebird, Bewick's Wren, Brown Thrasher, Maryland
Yellowthroat, Blue Jay, Kentucky Warbler, Mockingbird, Kingbird, Blue-gray
Gnatcatcher, Goldfinch, Flicker and Hairy Woodpecker. Here again the order
may vary from morning to morning.

1V.—This last group begin singing or calling about 3:50 a.m. and may
even not stant until four. They are the Baltimore Oriole, Chimney Swift,
Downy Woodpecker, White-eyed and Red-eyed Vireos, Pileated Woodpecker,
Red-bellied Woodpecker, Sycamore Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Prothonotary
Warbler, Yellow-throated Vireo and the Black-and-white Warbler, These
last species are the late risers and either “turn over for another nap” or keep
silence until daylight is well advanced. Tt can be seen quite easily that the
vireos and warblers are the Sybarites of the bird world. It might be added
by way of excuse that their insect food is late in stirring and hence they are
not inspired to sing until feeding time comes.

Some of these species are night singers but this fact does not seem to
cause any change in the order mentioned above. Regular night vocalists are
the Mockingbird, Chuck-wills-widow, Nighthawk, Kildeer, Chat and Cuckoo.
Moonlight nights are generally the times when they burst into song during
the hours regularly assigned for sleep. Cloudy mornings throw the period
of song from five to fifteen minutes late and the difference seems to show that
light has much to do with the inspiration to sing. Dr. J. M, Shaver (1931,
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Wilson Bulletin, v. 43, no. 1) and Mrs, B. B. Walker (1928, unpub, thesis),
have reported on this and arrived at the same conclusions. It might be added
here that the order indicated probably holds for various parts of the South
and the writer would be glad to get the observatlons of others as a check
on his own studies.

NASHVILLE, TENN,

THE SEASON

CLARKSVILLE, TENN :—The winter has passced without unusual happen-
ings here in the shift of bird populations. Ducks have come to us in small num-
bers only. Barlier in the seuson reports from an observer in an airplane indi-
cated a faiv number of them on ponds in the northern sections of the county, but
hunters have found little sport, Although we have had some shavp cold spells,
in the main the weather has been mild., Myrtle Warbilers have Leen fairly
common throughout the season. Brown Creepers, Winter Wrens, and Bewick’s
Wrens were found more easily than usual, Winter Wrens were heard singing
during January. Purple Pinches ocenrred with sgome regularity. Robins
stayed on and Mourning Doeves have been here in good numbers. We have
had our wsual allobment of Tree Sparrows and found them not at all searce.
Search for Longspurs proved fruitless for the third consecutive winter and
Horned Larks were not plentiful. DBy the middle of Febroary their Hocks
had already dispersed; single birds had become the rule and there were occa-
sional mating displuys. We feel safe in saying that in general the bird life
of the scason bore the marks of a mild winter—On Feb, 7, a Great Horned
Owl’s nest held two freshly laid eggs. This nest was towering 85 feet off
the ground in the very crown of a big yellow poplar and measured five and
a half feet in diameter, The depression from the rim to the center was slicht
and gradual,  Clarenee Collier, Jr., who climbed to it reported a corn cdly and
a few shueks in it. We discovered the nest last yvear end it was then oceu-
piedl by a pair of Red-tailed TTawks, which had probably built i, while Lhe
awls rajsed yoong in another nest, severnl hundred yards away. Now that
neal has recently also beon adorned with col and shueks and the hawks were
sorn near ib—ALFRED CLEBCH.

TIHE SEASON AT NASHVILLE:—The winter sinee Christmns has
heon comparatively wmild but during the first ten days of March there was
an excecdingly ecold spell, with snow, and temperatures as low as 7 degreas
ushove zero. The first spring migrants that one expects to see were late in
arviving, The Brown Thrazher was not noted until Mareh 15, when Dr. G. R.
Mayfield recorded one singing on the Vanderbilt camipus. e also reported a
Black-crowned Night Heron in the North Nashville marsh on Mareh 18,
und nearhy in open water flushed 3 Blue-winged Teal——Other early arrivals
were 2 Phoebes on Syeanmore Creek, Feb, 28, (by Clebsch, Ganier and Jamison)
and 4 Vesper Sparrows on Mareh 18 in Warner Parks, by Mrs, Laskey who
also veported ‘Chipping Sparrows on Mareh 3. Dr. Spofford put up several
Bluebird boxes near hizs home in Lealand the latter part of Jannary and
almost fmmediately Bluabivds began to build nests in them,  (Mrs, Laskey
reported that she had visiled the Warner Parks Bluebird nestbox project
on March I8 and out of 58 boxes examined, there were 10 nearly complete
nesie and about 20 others partially built.——Among the raptore notes, Dr.
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Spofford records elsewhere some local Duck Hawk occurences. On Jan. 24,
he observed a pair of Black Vultures in their mating flight. On Jan. 31, he
observed a pair of Red-tailed Hawks breaking sticks from trees and flying
high in air with them.  Also, that on Feb. 7, a male Sparrow Hawk visited a
specinlly designed nesting box he had erected and that during the first half
of March a pair of them went in and out of it frequently. Observations on
Lthe Red-tailed Hawks in the Radnor Lake hills, by Spofford and Jamison,
revealed that there were at least 6 well marked birds in this area as late
as Feb. 13. They ecan be told apart by certain missing feathers in wings and
tail.  Also, 3 of these hawks were immature. On March 13, the above two
observers wisited a Red4iail’s nest in Warner Park. Although, the nest
was n new one, it had all but fallen from the limbs upon which it rested,
due to recent strong winds. From an adjacent hillside, 2 eggs could be
seen in it, precarviously perched on the rim. The following morning the
writelr climbed the tree and by means of a board, some nails and heavy
cord, the nest was righted and secured firmly to the tree. The success of
this nest will be reported on later. On the same day we visited another
ted-tails nest which had been rebuilt this year after having been vacant
for soveral seasons. On Mareh 14, the female could be seen upon it, from a
nearby hillside, apparently incubating. On Feb. 21, the writer took a trip
with Mr. Ganier thre Trimble Bottoms up the Cumberland. Huge flocks of
blackbirds were seen all day long, our estimate being 300,000 Bronzed Grackles,
200,0008tarlings and many Cowbirds. Low flying flocks of Grackles made a
distinct roar and they were musically vociferous as well. Two Rusty Black-
Lirds were found feeding in a butlonbush swamp. 4 Wilson’s Snipe were
flushed from a marshy place and nearby we found a small sparrow, believed
to have been a LdaConte’s sinee it would not flush a second time. A pair of
Red-shouldered Hawks were soaring over their old nesting grounds and a
pair of Barvred Owls were found watching for crayfish over a branch that
flowed into the river. A nice flock of ducks has been on Radnor Lake
all thru the winter and consisted of Mallards, Ringnecks, Lesser Seaup,
Baldpate, Pintail, Bufflehead and a few Coots.——Mr. Ganier reports that
u Barred Owl was obsevved on Feb. 2nd, in the business distriet of the city
opposite the Union Depot.  He reports Starlings and Bronzed Grackles roost-
ing during late Feb. and on into March, in the bare tops of deciduous trees
in the old ecity cemetary in South Nashville. Albout 4,000 he states went to
roost there on Mavch 18 in the tree-tops and that night, ot about eleven, there
was 2 thunderstorm accompanied by a violent wind and a near cloudburst
during which it rained nearly two inches. The cemetary keeper was inter-
viewed the next morning and stated that only 2 or 3 dead birds had been found
under the trees, thus proving how capably these hardy birds can withstand
the elements. CONRAD JAMISON.

MEMPHIS AREA=—Our “birding” this season has been confined largely
to our vwn back yvavds with only a few field trips, so the lack of records for
infrequent or rare visitors does not necessarily mean they were not present
this winter. On Feb. 7, Alice Smith and the writer hiked over a large
part of the territory covered by the Raleigh Christmas Census party. Due to
extremely high winds, birds were searce and only 27 species noted. Myrtle
Warblers were very common, 60 of them were seen and in almost every in-
stance they were feeding on Poison Ivy berries. Bert Powell reports a
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Woodcock was flushed in Overton Park on March 13. This is the first Spring
record for Woodcock in several years. On the same day Bert found a single
Vesper Sparrow on the Southwestern Campus. Purple Martins were first
reported in Memphis on March 10; they were also seen Mar, 11, 12, and 13,
at separate localities. The next migrant was the Blue-gray Gnateatcher,
seen by Brother I. Vincent on March 17. He also reports 7 Chipping Sparrows
on March 20. ‘The housing situation for birds in this area is evidently as
acute as for Homo sapiens. On March 20 at the Christian Brothers College
sanctuary a Bluebird house was placed and ready to “let for a song”; ten
minutes later a pair of Bluebirds had taken full possession!—MRs. BEN
(COFFEE, Memphis.

THE SEASON AT KNOXVILLE:—(From H. P. IJAms, dated March
13th.). It is almost too early for any bird news to have happened here;
however the Purple Martins have arrived and this I consider the real ope-
ning of Spring activities. Of course the Redwings are here and we have
had a great flock of Grackles around for the past three weeks—seems as
if the recent cold wave had retarded their migration. Robins are filtering
in, but there has been no large flock movement as yet. I feel rather sure
that these first birds are our local summer residents. The Cardinals are
singing freely and the male is feeding his mate at our feeding station. The
Carolina Wrens have just about finished a nest in a can that I stuck up
for them in the tool shop. Speaking of Purple Martins, they arrived at
5:15 P.M., March 10th. which, by the way, is the exact date of their average
arrival here. For the past three years they have been early getting here,
i.e. very late in February. As a boy I spent a good deal of my time on the
Tennessee River here and one of my earliest recollections is of how destrue-
tive the spring freshets were to the birds. An eight or ten foot tide would
wash out an untold number of nests. We still have Spotted Sandpipers
but it is probable their early nests are washed out by the floods. We are
hoping that the numerous power and storage dams the T.V.A. has erected
in East Tennessee will establish a permanent water level and a great deal
more shore line. This will make ideal Sandpiper nesting grounds. Water
birds are already on the increase and we are constantly getting reports
on gulls,terns and various ducks that were formerly scarce. Another year,
I hope to make a report on the benefit that these new lakes have been to
the birds of this section,

(iFrom Prof HENRY MEYER, dated March 9th.). Gas rationing and extra
duties have curiailed field trips but we have gotten much pleasure from
our feeding shelf at home. Mrs. Meyer has maintained a record of the birds
frequenting our yard and from her daily lists, I find the following have heen
regularly recorded since Jan. 1st., Flicker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy
Woodpecker, Blue Jay, Crow, Bewick's Wren, Carolina Wren, Mockinghird,
Robin, Bluebird, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Starling, English Sparrow, Meadow-
lark, Cardinal, Towhee, Slate-colored Junco, Field Sparrow and Song Sparrow.
Records were also made in our yard of the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Myrtle
Warbler and Woodcock. The Woodeock, always a diffleult bird to find, was
in this instance found dead on our driveway about six feet from the road,
on March 3. One wing had been torn off, there was a hole in the neck and
the crop was ruptured. A fresh earthworm still dangling from its bill,
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showed that it was feeding when killed; perhaps by a cat. 1 preserved the
skin, as well as was possible, and found it to be a female, Although its breed-
ing season was due to begin within a few weeks, the ova were not very far
along in development, the largest being about % of an inch in diameter. The
native sparrow flock has been large this winter; White-throats ranking
first followed by the Field Sparrows. On Feb. 28, about 20 Chipping Spar-
rows were mixed in with the 150 native sparrows in the yard. Mourning
Doves have been present regularly since Feb. 19. Golden-crowned Kinglets
have been very common this winter. Bluebirds, contary to the ideas of
the general public, are holding their own nicely, judging from their presence
in the area near our home. In this area, about 1/10 of a mile in radius, 16
to 25 of the birds ean be found regularly. In this connection alzo, I quote
from Mrs. Meyer's notes of Jan. 3rd last; “I saw a flock of about 200 Blue-
birds flying over, with their characteristic soft flight, Bluebirds seen to be
plentiful this winter.”

(From W. M. WALKER, dated March 9th). Cedar Waxwings were rela-
tively abundant here during the late fall and until Dee. 15. Cardinals, Tow-
hees and White-throated Sparrows have been particularly common this winter.
Field Sparrows, Juncos, Bluebirds, and Golden-crowned Kinglets have been
locally (spottily) abundant but in other localities, scarce. Purple Finches
and the woodpeckers (except the Pileated) have been hard to find, Two
tnusual records for the winter were of Red-breasted Nuthateh, which were
found in two localities about Knoxville. The Brown Creeper has been present
in unusual numbers from X-mas thru February. Returning Redwings were
reported March 3 and 4. Flocks of 200 or more Robins arrived Feb. 18. On
Feb, 19, My, Tjams raeported a flock of more than 4000 Grackles. Mr. William
Johnson thinks the large hawks are coming back, or at least holding their
own. On a recent trip to the Smokies he saw 3 large ones, probably Red-
tails, soaring around in the same up-current of air. On March 7, he reported
2 more large hawlks, soaring in the distance, near House Mountain east of
Knoxville,

THE ROUND TABLE

THE (CRANES PASS OVER GEORGIA:—In our last issue, H. P. Ijams
of Knoxville, recorded that a large flock of Sandhill Cranes on their soubh-
ward migration had spent from Oct. 22 to Oct. 24 at Seymour, 15 miles east
of Knoxville, and that one of them had been shot. In the December issue
of The Ovriole, R. J. Fleetwood reports that on Nov. 1, six days later, he ob-
served a flock of 15 Sandhill Cranes passing southward over a point in Jones
County, Georgia, This location is 200 miles south of Knoxville and 75 miles
southeazst of Atlanta. The birds were low enough for Mr. Fleetwood to
identify them without question. It seems likely that this may have been part
of the flock reported by Mr. Tjams. And it was a rare piece of luck that an
ornithologist happened to be in their path, and watching, as they passed.
—EDITOR.
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HOODED MERGANSER'S NEST ON REELFOOT: (The following is
reprinted from The Kentucky Warbler, 1942:54).

“T found a nest of the Hooded Merganser on Reelfoot Lake, Tenn.,
May 18, 1941, about 500 yards below ‘Red’ Boyette’s landing. It was about
10 feet above the surface of the water and was in a partially hollow tree.
The eggs were laid about the middle of April and would have been eaten
by a snake if I had not happened along. When I put my hand into the cavity
to count the eggs, I felt the snake which later dropped out of a hole lower
in the tree. There were 14 eggs in the nest, a little larger than hen's eggs,
and it took them nearly five weeks to hatch. The young were active a few
hours after hatching although they had no wing feathers. I did not find out
how they got from the tree to the water unless the mother bird carried them.
As to whether the drake helps with the incubation or rearing of the brood,
I do not know. I have never seen him in the wiscinity of the nest or of the
mother and baby ducklings. The ducklings are sooty black with a few gray-
ish spots and are able to take care of themselves from the start. . s
—WARREN Si1GHTS, Padueah, Ky.

GOLDEN EAGLE NEAR SOUTH PITTSBURG :—On January 11, 1943,
one of these eagles was captured by a farmer in the Jump-Off section of the
mountains in Marion County, Tennessee. This is approximately 12 miles
northwest of South Pittsburg. It was reported that a pair of these eagles
did away with several of the farmer’s young goats (kids) before they were
successful enough to catch one by one of its toes, without injury, in a steel
trap. A kid caught and dropped by one of the eagles was used for bait and
several traps were set. It was first reported that the kid weighed 30 pounds
and when the fact was revealed that these hirds canndt lift more than 10
pounds, the estimated weight of the goat was dropped to 20 pounds. Tt was
learned by telephone conversation with sporismen in South Pittsburg that
the eagle had feathered tarsus and was brown; thus its identity was established.

After exhibiting the eagle in South Pittsburg and all schools in that vieini-
ity, the loeal Conservation Officer released it in good condition on January 14,
1943, on the Orme Mt. road three miles northwest of South Pittsburg. It
had been planned to band the bird, but bands were not available, The eagle
was not at all vicious. South Pittsburg is on the Tennessee River, about 12
mles from the escavrpment of the Mulling Cove section where these birds were
formerly found in breeding season, as recorded in the 1933 March issue of
THE MIGRANT.—ALBERT J. MARsH, Dept. of Conservation, Nashville, Tenn.

HAWK MENDS A BROKEN WING:—A fine adult male Red-tailed
Hawk was turned over to the writer by George R. Mayfield, Jr., on March 8,
1943. Tt had been captured alongside the highway, east of Camden, Tenn.,
in the lower branches of a tree, apparently ill or stunned. The bird was
docile in manner and examination revealed that it was underfed (weight,
27 oz.) and that he had sustained a hroken wing (ulna) within the last two
or three weeks. The bone had mended but a recognizable callus remained.
Several flight feathers showed unmistakable evidence that the bird had been
shot. In a recent article on skeletal injuries in birds (Tiemeier, 1941, Auk
58:350-59), it was found that 8% of the Accipitridae and 4% of the Faleonidm,
in the University of Kansas museum’s skeleton series, had sustained broken
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bones including those of wing and leg. 1t would be very interesting to know
how such injured birds, which depend entirely on foot and wing for suste-
nanee, smvive the recovery period. Probably ground feeding buteos ecan
capture some of their normal food items, such as mice and insects, while
confined to the pround hy wing enjury, while faleons obviously would be
less apt to survive. In the present case cited above, it is quite possible
that the bird had been feeding on a dead animal killed by road traffic, and
that fear of fresh damage to the injured wing caused it to permit cap-
ture. It is more difficult to understand how a broken wing reaches functional
recovery without immobilizing ithe injured part. Certainly a break of either
the ulna or radius alone of the two-boned “forearm”™ should be much less
serious than a fracture of the “upper arm” or the “hand”.—WALTER R.
SporroRrp, Nashville, Tenn.

RECENT OCCURENCES OF PEREGRINE FALCONS:—A falcon
(Duck Hawk) banded at Racine, Wise,, on Oct. 1, 1941 was shot near Leona,
Rutherford Co., Tenn. on Nov. 14, 1942, as reported elsewhere in this issue.
Another faleon, banded as a nestling at Reelfoot Lake, April 20, 1942,
was killed a1 Alabam, Madisen Co., Arkansas, May 24, 1942, This is one
af the voung referrcd to by the writer in a previous issue of THE MIGRANT
(1542, 13:29—31), the bird having wandered more than 300 miles westward
since it left the nest.

On Christinas day, 1942, Prof. Robl, Hawkins reported a Peregrine fly-
ingr over the Belle Meade submirls of Nashville, While the writer was flying
his trained Peregrine (sce MiGRANT, 13:47), on January 24, 1943, an im-
mature male falcon, a wild bird, eame rapidly toward the swinging lure,
then zoomed wp Tully five hundred feet, towered directly overhead for a
moment, and then fell off down wind at an astonishing rate, a rapidly di-
minishing black speek.

Mr. Albert J. Marsh, of the State Dept. of Conservation, adds the fol-
lowing record: “Mr. J. Il. Hayes, ardent sportsman of Humbolt, Tenn., re-
purls that while he was fishing at the Maness Swamps (Lake Obion), in
the Obion River bottoms north of Greenfield, on Feb, 14, 1943, he nbserved
a Duek Hawk in rapid flight, passing only a few yards overhead. Along
the course of it's flight, approximately thirty Bluebillz (Scaup) flushed
from the water; however the faleon did not attack. Mr Hayes is quite an
cutdoor man and his identification ean be accepted as authentic.”—IWaLTER
R. Sporrorp, Nashville, Tenn.

PEREGRINE FALCON NEAR MURFREESBORO:—On November 14,
1942, o farmer named H. G, McPeake who lives in the country near Murfrees-
boro, =hot and killed 2 Duck Howk or Pereerine Faleon. He claimed that
the bird was after his chickens. Noting that the faleon had an aluminum band
on one of its legs he brought it to town a few days later and 1 sent it to
the U. 8. Fish and Wildlife Sorvice to be traced. Shortly afterward, word
came from them that the band had heen placed on Oet. 1, 1941, by Mr. Ed.
Prins, who had eaptured and banded it near Racine, Wisconsin.—II. Q. Tobpp,
Murfreesboro, Tenn,
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SUMMER RECORDS OF SPOTTED SANDPIPERS: Among our birds
the Spotted Sandpiper holds a unique position. The species does not nest
here, yvet we have a number of records to show that individuals may be met
through the entire summer. As the breeding range, begins not far to the
north and northeast of us, it is not surprising that spring migration ends
late and fall migration begins early. We can assume that breeding birds
are absent from the middle of May to the end of July. Field lists show May
13 and May 19 as departure dates and July 27 and July 30 for the return.
For the intervening period however, we have the following dates scattered
over the pas| seven years: June 7 (1936), June 2, July 4, 5, 18 (1940), and
July 11 (1942). Specimens collected by me bear the dates of June 2, 1940
and July 11, 1942. Both of these were males in good plumage but not in
breeding condition.—ALFRED CLEBSCH, Clarksville, Tenn.

BARN OWLS NESTING AT COLUMBIA:—While at my home near
Columbia, Tenn., during the recent holidays, I found that the Barn Owls
which had nested there in a large hollow red oak, since the summer of 1041,
were present at their nest eavity throughout December. The original pair
are believed to have moved to their present site from Mr. Dan Gray's colony
just a few miles away. Their first two offspring matured about September
7, 1941, and apparently the entire family moved elsewhere for the winter.
On March 11, 1942, a pair returned to the oak and on June 18, three almost
mature of fspring were found in the tree, One of these was killed on July 18,
by an auto on the nearby highway. I was absent from home until Dee. 15
last at which time T found two recently dead and almost mature offspring
under the tree. One had attempted to get into a hole under the tree and the
other was lying mear on ploughed ground. Although their stomachs were
empty, they were not particularly thin and their plumage was in good con-
dition. Perched on the hollow of the tree was one parent and a nearvly grown
voung. The lone parent had fed only the offspring remaining at the nest
and had permitted the two that fell to the ground to die from lack of food
and exposure. At night the owls were very noisy, often giving their rasping
crys all night. This was an instance of fall nesting and of two broods being
raised in one nest the same year. Pellets colleated under the nests, since
Sept., 1941, contained 9 unidentified mice, 3 white-footed mice, 3 meadow mice,
4 short-tailed shrews, 2 rats, 2 young cotton-tail rabbits, 5 Bronzed Grackles,
2 English Sparrows and 1 Meadowlark. In this list, only the insectivorous
Shrews and the Meadowlark are recognized as beneficial. The Grackles were
taken in June and July at which time they are injurious to garden corn. Being
away from home for months at a time, I missed many pellets. Needless to
say these owls are protected at my home—Pvr. HARRY YEATMAN, (Celumbia,
Tenn.), Co. A, Surg. See. Bldg. 261 S. M. D. T., El Paso, Texas.

BARN OWLS AT MURFREESBORO:—A pair of these interestins
owls have made their home for the past three years in a big hollow tree
at the rear of my home. This is on the outskirts of town, on the Wood-
bury pike, with open country all about. Thinking there might be a winter
brood, Mr Todd climbed to the cawvity on Dee. 23 last but there were neither
eggs or young. Another pair nested in town, near Tenn. Woman's College
last vear but later, this tree was ignited by a grass fire and burned up.
—Georce Davis, Murfreesboro, Tenn.
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TWO IVORY-BILLED WOODPECKER RECORDS:—During 1935, the
late Mr. J. F. Frazer, of Independence, Mo., advertised to dispose of his col-
lection of bird skins and among them he listed two Ivory-billed Woodpeckers.
Replying to the writer's request for the data on the skin tags, Mr. Frazer wrote
that the male had been collected May 27, 1903, in Jefferson County, Florida,
and ithat the female had been collected in Madison Parish, Louisiana, by A. L.
Williams, on Nov. 26, 1908. 1 do not know what dispesition was made of
these specimens.—ALBERT F. GANIER, Nashville, Tenn.

PALM WARBLERS, A CORRECTION :—In our last issue (p. 756) and
in our issue of March, 1939 (p. 7 and 9), Palm Warblers found in winter were
referred to as Yellow Palm Warblers, the eastern subspecies. A series of six
specimens, collected by the writer in the Nashville area, were submitted to
Dr. Alex Welmore of The National Museum and he has referred them all to
the Western Palm Warbler (Dendroica palmarum palmarum). The dates on
which they were taken were Sept. 30, Jan. 7, April 16, 18, 20, and 22. It
would seem from the above that the Western Palm is the prevailing form in
this region.—A. F. GANIER, Nashville, Tenn,

FORMER SWIFT ROOST IN A HOLLOW TREE: The following
Tennessee item is reprinted from The Wilson Bulletin of March, 1926, p. 36.
At the time, “just after the Civil War,” there were not nearly so many
large chimneys available for Swift roosts as there are today. Records of two
other instances of Swift’s roosting in hollow trees will be found in THE
MiGgraNT, 1941:76). “One day in the late summer, just after the Civil War,
in the deep woods of Middle Tennessee, I came upon a very large tulip tree,
nearly six feet through and at least fifty feet up to the first limb. One of
the large limbs had been broken off, leaving a hole about two feet across,
which evidently was the starting point of a deep hollow in the tree. It was
just before sunset and the Chimney Swifts (chactura pelagica) were passing
into the hole by the dozens, just as they now do into chimneys when going to

roost. I have never noticed another instance of this kind.—J, A. McLAUGHLIN,
Marshall, Mo.

HOLSTON RIVER BOAT TRIP:—On March 9, I had the orpunity and
pleasure of making an investigational boat trip down the Holston River wth
Mr. J. . Tomlison, Supt. of the Buffalo Springs Game Farm, putting in
approximately a mile below the Cherokee Dam and taking out about twenty-
five miles down stream. This bappened to be one of the few pretty and ideal
days we have had in the past few months for such a trip, the river being
high, fast and clear. It was susprising to find so many ducks on the river,
about 76 being seen. A zood list of birds was made and ineluded Red-shoul-
dered Hawk 2, Clooper's ITawk 2, Pileated Woodpecker 2, Great Blue Heron 4,
and Black-crowned Night Heron 2. Several attempts were made to photo-
graph the ducks taking off, but in vain. A large cave in one of the steep
rocky clifts was investigated. This particular cave happened the home of a
family of fox, for their tracks and signs were very evident. Also an owl was
using the cave for a roost. Owl pellets could not be found ; possibly they were
destroyed by the fox. In one corner of the cave we found the remains of a
rabbit, erow, and meadow lark. It could not be determined whether or not

these birds and animals fell prey to ithe owl or fox—ALRERT J. MARSH, Dept.
of Conservetion, Nashville, Tenn.
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ANOTHER WINTERING LINICOLN SPARROW AT NASHVILLE:—
Becanse there have  been no reports of Lincoln Sparrows (Melospiza
Linealni) in winter, the species had been considered a spring-fall transient
in Tenmessee. At my home banding station, two winter records have oecurred,
the first on Dec. 22, 1935, and Jack Calhoun collected one from a flock of
Field Sparrows on Nov. 30, 1934. (Laskey 1956 MIGRANT T:4). My second
record oceurred doring the inclement weather of late January when ice and
snow covered the ground for a week. January 30, 1943, the individual cauzht
was in the soiled plumage acquired by birds wintering in the environs of
souty Nashville. Since August, 1931, I have banded 47 Lincoln Sparrows;
31 in April and May; 2 in March; 1 on Feb. 22, 1039, vepeating until Marsh
21. For autumn there are 11 records, all banded in October. There are now
records for this species for each month from Qctober through May, at Nash-
ville—AwmuELIA R. Laskey, Nashwville, Tenn.

A RECORD OF THE SNOW BUNTING IN ALABAMA:—The winter
of 1930-40 will long be remembered as one of the coldest ever known in the
South. At Birmingham, January of that winter was the coldest month on
record, with a nine-inch snowfall on the 22nd and 23rd and a monthly mean
temperature of 30.6" F. The lowest official temperature wasl" IF, but the
mrmicipal airport reported -10" F. on the morning of the 27th. Preceding the
heavy snow, a light one had fallen on the night of the 18th, and the official
temperature the next morning was 2' F, Realizing that some northern species
might well be present under such conditions, I took a field trip near East
Lake (Birmingham) on the afterncon of January 24. It was not long before
I was examining a Prairic Horned Lark (Ofocoris alpestris praticole) at
close range. Another was seen later in the afternoon, these constituting my
second record of the spreies at Birmingham, As 1 approached the first Horned
Lark, hewever, another bird flushed well in advance of me and flew toward
the late afternoon sun. Under such conditions it was not pessible to make out
its markings, but the call notes were heard clearly and recognized at once
as something utberly strange to me. Tt was not difficult to imitate nor to
remember them—a sort of rattling “ti-ti-tick,” followed by a more musicul,
down-slurred “whew.” The former note was strongly reminiseent of the
alarm note of a Cowbird, The process of elimination lod me to suspect either
a Snow Bunting or a Laplund Longspur, two species with which I could claim
no field experience. A thorovgh stndy of the descriptions of the call nates
of these and other species in two of my field guides did not help me form
any conclussions at the time regarding the identity of this bivd, but T know
that it would be easily possible to recognize these call notes the next timae
I heard them. My opportunity came abeut two years later, when I heard and
saw Snow Buontings on several oceasions arvound Ithaca, New York, in Februn-
ry, 1042. When T heard their call notes T recognized them immedintely as
being absolulely identical with those T had heard at Birmingham, Apparently
there has been no previcus published recovrd of Snow Buntings in Alabama,
Mississippi, or Tennessee, but they may well be expected again under such
severe weather conditions as those prevailing at the time of this observation.
—HENRY STEVENSON, Cornell, Univ., Ithaca, N. Y.

GUESTS AT A FEEDING SHELF:—The unprecedented March cold
wave, which ushered in the first ten days of the month, brought us a real
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treat in the shape of hungry feathered visitors to our feeding board. This
board is just outside of a window, about 15 feet above the ground, and is
kept well supplied with grain, erumbs, suet, ete. The Carolina Wrens look
things over and stuff themselves by ‘the hour. The Titmice and Chickadees
come together and work over the assorted menu. Then the Downy Wood-
pecker goes to work on the suet and what a time he does have, After filling
ap, he takes pieces over to the white oak mearby, and tries to fill up ‘the
warious eracks in the bark. Yesterday and this morning a Myrtle Warbler has
been working around and an occasional English Sparrow comes up for a
special bit to eat. These sparrows know that they are not wanted and will
move off at the slightest movement, while the Downy and the Wrens will
look up and go on eating if we do not come too eclose. This morning the
Downy forced the sparrows to leave and would not let them come back. For
several days we have had a real close view of a Hairy Woodpecker. He
showed up on the 1st of March and has been at the board every day since.
Several times he has come when the Downy was on the board and you could
get a real comparison of the size of the two birds. Last Saturday the Cardi-
nals pathered and have been around since. I counted at least 16 on the back
walk at one time. Numbers of White-throated Sparrows were there also.
Several Juncos were in the leaves and finally one flew up to the board and
ate some of the erumbs. Several Doves have been feeding with the chickens
but have not come up onto the board. The Towhees are moving lots of
leaves and are in find plumage, the males being especially handsome with
heads of satiny black and dark red eyes.—WiLLiam Jounson, Knoxville, Tenn.

O

IN THE ARMED SERVICE

Many more of our members have donned their uniforms. ‘Of the Memphis
eroup, Cpl. Ben B. (Coffey, our former Editor, has compiled the following
list: Emnsign Fred T. Carney, U. 8. Coast Guard, U, 8, 8. PCH00, Care
Postmaster, San Francisco;—Lieut. Harold Elphingstone, 6th Ferryving Group,
Long Beach Army Air Base, Long Beach, Calif —Lt. John H. Embury, Jv.,
HQ. 36th Engrs., APO 668, Care Postmaster, New York City.—S/Sgt. Chas.
I5. MePherson, 472nd Bomb Sqd., Greenville Army Air Base, Greenville, S.
Car.—B. Franklin Mg¢Camey, AAFTD,110 Atkinson, M. I. T., Cambridge,
Mass.—A/C John Pond., 305 Bldg. 1106, Bronson Field, Pensacola, Fla.—
—Cand. Bob G. Shaffer, 24th Bty. AAS, 0. C. D, Camp Davis, N. Car.—
—Pvt. James M. Vardaman, HQ Btry. 328th F. A. Bn., APO 85, Camp
Shelby, Miss—Pvt. . E. Wallace, Barracks 2005, 84th Cav. Ren. Trp.,
Camp Howze, Texas.—Lt. (j. g.) Wendell Whittemore, M. C., Care Main
Digpensary, Naval Air Sta,, Jacksonville, Fla.—and, Cpl. Coffeys address
is 0. C. 8. Class 57, Ft. Sills, Okla.—Lieut. H, C. Monk of Nashville, Con-
tinues at Ft. Belvoir, Va., awaiting transfer,—Harry C. Yeatman of Col-
umbia, has been transferred to El Paso, Texas.—Dan Grey Jr., is enrolled
but we do not have his address.—Lieut. L. D. Thompson of Paris is at
Camp Roberts, Calif.—James B. Young of Louisville is with the F. B. I, at
San Diego, Calif.—Licut. Burt (C. Monroe, also of Louisville, has been trans-
ferred to the Army Air Base at Dyersburg, Tenn.—Pvt. Francis S. Lawrence of
Nashville, is stationed at Sioux Falls, S. Dak.—Cpl. V. P. McLaughlin, Jr.
has been firansferred from Clarksville to Grinnell, Iowa.




THE MIGRANT

March

SUPPLEMENTAL MEMBERSHIP LIST

Being those who have become members of the T. O. 8. since publication
of the last list, in June 1941 issue of THE MIGRANT.
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185 Pine,
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1146 Minna Place,
1523 Eastmoreland,
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615-C Woodward,
2187 Madison,
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.._.3999 Walnut Grove Road,

1827 South Parkway,
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Kennedy General Hospital,

336 Hawthorne,
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1357 Vance,
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1298 Mississippi,
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Memphis, Tenn.
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925 Temple Ave., Knoxville, Tenn.

"11 Doughty Sit.,

Fountain City, Tenn,

Ft. Sanders Hospital, Knoxville, Tenn.

Roy Wedekind ... .. ... 800 Garden Avenue, Fountain (City, Tenn.
Donald CRDlENOT v snis b e s . Route 1, Lebanon, Tenn.
James E. ‘Chessor . - Route 1, Centerville, Tenn.
Miss Effie Gee 2005 Parker St., Cleveland, Tenn.
Miss Edith Pope. Thompson Station, Tenn.
Miss Hilda Thoma 500 Atlantic Ave,, N., Tullahoma, Tenn,
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Robert Sparks Walker......... ... .

Miss Betty Watson
L. J. Williams .
Mrs. C. A, Barefield..
Rex A. Conyers
Geoffrey Gill .

Dr. Alfred O, Gross
James Hutchins.
Miss Ann King

Miss Esther Mason
Mrs. C. K. Morrell
Humphrey A. Olsen
Earl J. Peffers
Hollis T. Ross
Thomas P. Smith
Henry Stevenson

808 Greenwood Ave., Chattanooga, Tenn.
State Teachers College, Johnsgon City, Tenn.
3315 Windsor Count, Chattanooga, Tenn.

2300 East Shore Drive, Norkfolk, Va.
iChrisman High School, Independence, Mo.

24 Overlook Drive, Huntington, L. I, New York
.11 Boody St., Brunswick, Maine.
‘Windom, N. C.

Dept. nf Bntany. Dhm Stdte Unl\r Columbus, Ohio.
Vincent P. MeLaughlin, Jr.

Room 651, A. A, 8. No. 2 0. C. S., Grinnell, Iowa.
2523 Montgomery, Louisville, Ky.

119 E. Maxwell St., Lexington, Ky.

Brevard College, Brevard, N. C.

.19 Cossett St,, Waterbury, Conn.

20 South Second 8t., Lewisbhurg, Pa.

Osage Road, Anchorage, Ky.

. Fernow Hall -Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y.

Dr. Lawrence H. Walkinshaw
Ray C. Werner

1416 W. Michigan Ave., Battle Creek, Mich.
758 Wiildwood Road, N, E., Atlanta, Ga.
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE SECRETARY OF A CHANGE IN ADDRESS

EDITOR'S CHAT

Winter as usual has long overstayed its welcome and, tarrying late, has
caused March to go down as one of the coldest on record. This recent in-
clement weather has made the symposium upon winter roosting, printed in
this issue, most timely indeed. Those who have wondered how birds spend
the cold blustery nights will find some of their answers in this issue.——One
of the most interesting objectives of bird-banding is to find out how long birds
live. We are fortunate to have an article bearing upon this question from
Mrs. Laskey who, by the volume and consistency of her bird-banding work
and by the logical interpretations of her findings, has proved herself a real
ornithelogist., In this issue she has skimmed the cream from her records and
eiven us the best of her findings on longevity. Dr. Mayfield literally sleeps
in the woods at his camp in summer so has taken advantage of the opportunity
to ascertain for his fellow observers just when the birds really begin the day.
The report upon the Ivory-hilled Woodpecker is the work of our fellow
member James T. Tanner who, until his recent eniry into naval service, was
president of our Johnson City chapter. We vote Dr. Tanner the honor of heing
the ornithologist who has learned more about this rare bird than anyone who
has gone before him. For the many worth while notes in The Season and
in The Round Table, your editor expresses appreciation and a wish for 20
good pages of copy to fill the June issue.

MEETING AND ACTIVITIES:—The Knoxville Chapter, T. Q. 8., has
issued a mimeographed program for the entire year. Spring activities include
evenings meetings on March 3, April 7, May 5 and June 2, TField trips are
scheduled for March 21, April 11, 18 and 25, May 2, 9, 16 and June 2. The
May 2 date is that of the annual Spring Bird Count at the Island Home Sanc-
tuary.——The Nashville Chapter meets the 2nd and 4th Monday evenings of
each monlth in the S-R Bldg. of Peabody College. Groups go afield each week-
end and a Spring Field Day will be held May 16 or 23. The Memphis
‘Chapter holds evening meetiings on the 3rd Monday of each month and expect
to hold their Spring Field Day in May.—Chapter secretaries, given in last
issue, may be contacted for details




ERRATA:—In the midwinter census tabulation in our last issue, page 62,
the Great Smokies list was eredited with 135 Tree Sparrows but this number
should have been for Field Sparrows. The Memphis list should have included
103 Flickers, Readers will please correct their copies. In the heading on
the editorial page, vour editor’s name was incorrectly given as Alfred.
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