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A NlOVEMBER WEEK W1'M-I REELFOOT LAKE BIRDS 

,Much has been written of the summer birdlife of Tennessee's extensive 
earthqdake lake but few have telected1 to go i n  with the gunners on bhe opening 
week of the hunting season to indulge in the more peaceful pursuit of bird 
study with field glasses and camera. The practicability of such a venture 
rthis pear however was made possible by the establishment of l a ~ g e  waterfowl 
refuge (areas on portions of the lake and the prohibition of hunting in bhese 
areas by Federal wardens assigned to their protection. 

Along with fellow-members I arrive& a t  our hunters clubhouse on fhe 
west shore of the lake, on Nlov. 1, 1942, and spent the next six days enjoying 
my avocation. While my friends were blasting away at the waterfowl with 
guns and a vast battery of ammunition, I spent my time in i-he refuge areas 
with nothing more deadly in my boat khan a battery of cameras. If was 
necessary of course to have permission for this and a permit was secured 
from the Fish and Wildlife Service of th'e Department of the Interior. The 
permit  having been shown to and graciously approved by Mr. Harry A d a m  
of Samburg, officer in charge of refuges, I was then free to roam the lake 
a t  will. 

T~hle refuge areas, most of which are shown on Federal maps of the lake, 
include Brewer's Bar, Burnt Woods, Black-jack  hollow, Clampbell Gap, 
Buzzard Slough, etc.-an area about three miles wide and six to eight miles 
long-between Sam~burg and Blue Basin which is near th~e north end of tAe 
lake. The area  between Blue Basin and Walnat Log is also a refuge. These 
areas are studded with both live and dead cypress trees, situated where the 
water stands from two to six feet deep, and include conlsiderable areas thickly 
grown witih aquatic vegetation, much of which affords food for waterfowl. 

A great number of ,hunters were on hand )to "open the season" a t  7 :21 a. m., 
Nov. 2, and after the shooting had been in progress a bit, most of the ducks 
!began to leave the basins and seek the refugees. They soon learned in what 
areas they were safe. I followed them on in and had a most interesting time 
watching their habits and making photographs. These were both stills and 
motion pictures, the latter mostly in color and taken with a six inoh tele- 
photo lens. One reel wag made in slow-motion anid is qui'te interesting in 
bhat i t  shows the wing-beats of the ducks in dletail. I ~ s p m t  six h'olurs that  
day in the Brewer's Bar area and ducks were everywhere, flying close to  
me frequently, so I had no trouble in getting all the pictures I wanbed. Tlhe 
species of ducks chiiefly seen were Mallard, Gadwall, Pintail, Ring-neck, Lesser 
Scaup, Redhead, Canvasback,  shoveller, Blue-wing and Green-winged Teals, 
Bufflehaad, Ruddy, and a few Wood Ducks. 



My permit allowed me to be accompanied by a guide, so on Tuesday 
I spent the entire day with a "pusher" in  sweral  of thle refuges. We covered 
practically all of the closed areas and ducks were everywhere. These guides 
ordinarily go with hunters in search of ducks to  kill and many of them 
are not sold on the refuge pLan. However, on this day I think I convinced 
the guid'e who went with me that  this protection was fo,r the ultimate good 
of the hun%ns 'as well as hhe ducks 

Geese were d s o  moving (alcross the lake and on Wednesday I kept count 
and noted twenty twenty flocks of them. The great majority were Blue 
Geese but thkre were usually fifteen or twenty Snow 'Getwe Sn each of the 
flocks. The flocks had from one to  three hundred and my estimate of the 
twenty flocks seen that  day woul,d be between three and faur thowand. 
Tlhese Blue and Lesser Snow Geese dlo not remain on or about the Lake any 
p e a t  Ilength of time for nearly la11 of lthem move on down to the  gulf Coast 
in ihuisiana, where ~ h m e  are thouslands of acaes of refuge ma-rsh lands. In 
these refuges they find food and safety until the urge of spring migration 
starts  them back on their long flight t o  Hudson Bay. 

Most years, a feature of the autumn birdlife of the  lake is the immense 
number of blackbirds going to their mostrr i n  the sawgaass flats each evminlg. 
These flocks are of Grackles, Starlings, Cowbirds, Rusty and Redwing Black- 
bird's. 11n years past I have seen them in flocks that  would diarken the sky 
in plaslsing. During the prasent visit however, they -re notably scaroe, 
the flocks being fewer and smaller numbers in each flock. It is probable 
that  they were ooncentnated in greater th,an usual numbers in the rice fields 
west of Memphis, where a very large crop of that  cereal was planted this year. 

The prettiest sight I saw was tha t  of bhousands of Tree  swallows over 
Blue Basin. Thousands would be in the air  ,and then suddenly sail down 
and many alight among the branches of one of the old dead cypress trees 
and literally cover its branches. Their white breasts made i t  look as though 
the tree had been suddenly visited by a snow s tom.  (See illustration). 
In  a r d e ~  to gat pictures, I would paddle the boat to  windlwa~rld and bhen 1st 
the breeze gr,adually drift the h a t  toward the tree, thus keeping myself veay 
still. 'By this technique I was abJe to drift {as close as ten feet to them, then 
suddenly, all the "snow" would instantly disappear. It was interesting to 
watch them Seed. They would hover close to the surface of the thick floating 
moss and pick inisects, worms, ets., from its carpetlike surface, reminding 
me much of Least Terns in the air. At times, they would indulge in play 
in the air. For examplle, one would be seen flying atbout with a feather in 
its  beak, then flying above the flock it would release the feather, upon which 
hundredis would dart to catch it. Tlhe lucky one would fly up again to repeat 
the procedure and this would be continued for a long (time. 

'The six days I stayed a t  the lake were spent entirely in boats, and as 
I did no walking I (saw and' listed very few land birds. ,Slome flew over 
the water, however, or lit on the mags, such as  Bluebirds, Flickers, Crows 
and the "blackbirds" mentioned. Two summer birds tha t  are a feature of 
the lake-the' Least Tern an'd the ~Robhonlotary Wlarbler--lhad a l rwd y left 
to seek a w~armer climate. 

ICLARKSVILLE, TENN., November 15, 1'942. 



The first known record of the European Starling (9turnas vulgaris) i n  
Middle Tennessee was, of 300 birds roosting on Centennial Hill a t  Nashville, 
on Dec. 9, 1921, tbey having been identified' by H. C. Monk who continued 
to &serve them there. The first nesting pair in the Mid-Tennessee Basin 
was seen about 2 miles east of Woodbury, in Congressman ~Houston's yard, 
by Vernon Sharp, Jr., and bhe writer on June 9, 1927. The following year, 
our Nashville group found several pairs nesting in telegraph #poles along the 
Mlurfreesboro road three miles southeast of Nashville. I n  1929 a pair of 
these foreigners (possibly two) was suspected of ntesting on the Vanderbilt 
Campus, as they spent the spring and early summer there. By 1930 several 
immature birds were observed as they chased the parents and squawked 
for food. 

That same year in the early spring, my attention was directed to the 
song of a White-throated Sparrow in bhe top of an elm tree near the Barnard 
Observatory, Such a n  unusual procedure for  tha t  area caused me to look 
for the wandering Whitethroat. To my surprise i t  turned out to be a Stax- 
/ling whistling, chattering and clucking by turns. The sweet wh'istle of this 
northern sparrow seemed to intrigue him for he came back to  this melody 
again and again as  if pleased with his rehea~sal. The Meadowlark and the 
Wood Pewee were next in frequency in his repertory. Then i t  dawned upon 
me that  some stray calls of the Meadowlark in 1929 and in earlier 1930 were 
what they seemed to  me a t  t h  etime-nature faking. And Wen and many 
times since then I have mourned the fact  that  my beloved Vanderbilt Campus 
had ceased to be a dependhble auditorium. fur recognizing the presence of 
any given species. Listeners from now on must become observers if they 
would be sure of We identification. 

Since ,1930 I have added thirty o r  more species to the list of biras heard 
imitarted by bhe Starlings and these imitations are generally acomate ienough 
to deceive the most experienced bird students. Individual Starlings vary 
greatly in the extent and variety of imitations even more than do the mock- 
ingbirds themselves. In March, 1941, a male istarling with a nest in the 
making neanby was heard to imitate fifteen different species in a short space 
of time. From my notes of the past twelve years the following tabulation 
has been made to give the readers of THE MIGRANT some idea of the species 
imitated and comparative frequency. 

1.iSpecies first imitated and todlay most commonly mimicked (5) a re  the 
Meadowlark, Cowbird, Bronzed Grackle, Redwing Blackbird and White-throated 
Sparrow. I t  will be noted that  the first four are in the same general family 
and their voices are noisy, highpitched, and distinctive. 

11.-Species commonly imitated by many Starlings (11) are the Blue- 
bird, Bobwhite (female call), ICiardlinal, Carolina ~Chickfadee, Flicker, Mocking- 
bird (he mocks the Mocker), Wood Pewee, Robin, English Sparrow, Downy 
Woodpecker and Hairy Woodpecker. 

111.-Species whose notes are infrequently imitated or seemingly pm- 
ferred only by certain individual Starlings (18) are the B ~ b - ~ h i t ~  (male), 
Goldfinch, Sparrvw Hawk, Blue Jay, Junco, Kildeer, Prairie Horned Lark 



(flight call), Nighthawk, Solitary Sandpiper, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (or 
the Redghouldered  hawk) , ~Suni%ner Thn~ager, ' W t e d )  Titmouse, ,Brown 
Thrasher, Towhee, Myrtle Warbler (chip), Cedar Waxwing, Carolina Wren 
and Red-bellied Woodpecker. 

NASHVILLE, TENN. ,. 
C 

SANDHILL CRANES NEAR KNOXVILLE 

The most important record made here in recent years was the observation 
of a flock of Sandhi11 Cranes (Orus canadensis-suhsp.) near ~Seymour, Se- 
vier County, by Theodore Blair, a farmer of that  vicinity. This point is  
fifteen miles east of Knoxville. Mr. Blair estimated that  there were fifty 
of the birds and stated that  they had fed in his wheat field for three days, 
Oct. 22-24, 1942. He shot one of them and very wisely brought i t  to Knoxville 
for identification. I t  proved to be a mature female in beautiful (plumage. I t s  
length was 45% inches and its wingispread was 73 inches. A striking field 
mark-a bright red Seatherless pate extending down to a line through the 

' 

eye-wa.s very conspicuous. The bird was turned over to  IS. A. Ogdm who 
made a splendid mounted specimen of it. Eventually, i t  will be placed in the 
University of Tennessee collection or in the prospective Smoky Mountains 
National Park Museum. 

,Mr. Blair's estimate of fifty birds sounds like a lot to me. I had the id*ea 
that  there were not many more than that  in existence, to the north of us 
a t  least, and had observed only two o r  three individuals (the Florid'a sub- 
species) in the Everglades. A farmer's estimate however is generally con- 
servative and when he says there were fifty of these big, conspicuous birds, 
you can put i t  down that  there were a lot of them. 

Natural History Magazine for November, contains an article about Sand- 
hill fC,ranes, in which it is stated' that  they are staging a come-back. I am 
glad to make a report of Mr. Blair's observation since i t  helps to  confirm 
that  statement. A. C. Bent in his Life History of N. Amer. Birds records 
observers as saying thlait these cranes often feed in &eat fields in the autumn 
and become quite f a t  on the fallen griain they are able to glean. They are 
said to eat considerable green food too as well as  grasshoppers and other 
insects. They therefore differ from Ithe herons in their food habits in that  
small fish and aquatic animals play only a minor part. 

This is the fourth recent Tennessee record for this species. Previous 
records are of one shot near Chattanooga, June 1, 1936, and now mounted 
a t  the University of Chattanooga (MIGRANT, 1936:24); a flock of thirteen 
observed near Crab Orchard, March 13, 1939, (MIGRANT 1939:16); and a 
record by J. M. Edney, of a mounted specimen in the State Normal College 
a t  Murfreesboro (Journal, Tenn. Acad. of Science, 1940, 15:4011), who states 
that  it was shot from a flock of four, in Bedford C.ounty near Shelbyville, 
in August, 1936. Whether these specimens are the northerly Sandhill ~Csane 
o r  the slightly smaller and darker subspecies, the Florida Crane, cannot be 
determined until critical examination has been made of the three mounted 
specim~ens above mentiond. 

KNOXVILLE, TENN., Dec. 1942. 



FURTHER NOTES ON BARN OWLS 
By WILLIAM SIMPSON AND CONRAD JAMISON 

In this journal, for 1'939, p. 76, and 11940, p. 197, the writers described 
nestings of this species on Woodmonrt Boulevard land in BelI~emeade, in the 
outskirts of Nashville. In late December, ,1941, the above nesting trees were 
again visited and climbed but the cavities were not in use. A dwelling had 
been built 25 feet from the W d m o n t  tree. Daring the last week in De- 
cember, 1942, we again visited the above sites with the followin,g reslults. 

Passing the Woodmont site, a t  3 : O  a. rn. on the morning of Dec. 28, tlhe 
owls were heard giving out their rasping notes, and this they kept up almost 
dcrntinuous~y. Later in  the d~ay, we r&unnied with ropes land1 clirmbled the 
big living oak tree to the cavity. An adult bird flew out and in the oavity 
were found two nearly grown young and another that had died. The two 
were banded, after which one d them flew from the nest. 'The people who 
lived in the newly-built house adjacenit to the tree, dbjected to the noise given 
off by the birds saying that i t  kept them awake. They had shot one of the 
adult birds the previous week. Since they threatened those remaining, we 
decided to Temove the small family and rwslta~blish *hem elsewhere. On 
the 29trh, we found two owls in  tihe hollow, one of which escaped land1 the 
other, an adult female, was removed. In the large cavity whtere the young 
were, as well as  on the ground below, there were numerous pellets in which 
the skulls of small rodents could be seen. Oa the 30th, we (again returned 
and found the two young which we had previously banded and these also 
were removed. In thle nest this time was found a freshly killed, half grown 
cotton rat, from which i t  would [appear the young had1 already begun to 
hunk fw thtemselves. The people who had come to live in the new house 
claimed that the owls had been seen to carry small (rabbits to  the nest during 
the summer monkhs. All owls found using this tree in 1'939 and 1940 were 
banded but the 1942 adult wore no band. 

Tlhe Bellemeade site was visited on Dec. 29 and a Barn Owl was flushled 
from the cavity ib'efore the tree w,as climbed. This nest was also in a large liv- 
ing oak tree. Examination showed that no eggs or young were in the nest. 

At Franklin, Tenn., 20 miles lsouth of Nashville, on the night of Dec. 29, 
accompanied by Arthur McMurray, we located another nlest, by hearing the 
young make their chlar~acteristic calls. It so happened bhalt we m e  taking 
our "dates" home when we heard the birds as we walked by. Much to the 
young ladies' ( I  fear) disgust, we hurried them on home and immediately 
game back, and localted the two young, sitting in the entrance cavity and 
beggin,g for food. The two adults w r e  feeding them and all could be seen 
each time a passing auto illumniated the tree. The following morning tbe 
tree was climbed by Simpson who banded the nearly fledged young. This 
nest was in a hugh living white oak tree, 8 feet in diameter, which grew 
on the lawn of an old )home a !block from the business district. The elderly 
lady wiho awned the place was much interested in their welfare and told 
us that  Barn o w l s  had nested in this tree all during the 55 years she had 
lived there. (During the Civil War, soldiers were said to (have used this 
hollow, a t  the very top of the trunk ,and 60 feet above the ground, a s  a 
lookout station. Only pellets were in the cavity wit'h the two yolumg but 



on the ground 'below were found a meadow mouse and a rat, lprobably dropped 
by Dhe young the night before. 

These, and our p d o u s  records, would seem to  estzdblish the fact that  
fall nesting of this lspecies in Tennessee mire of regular owunence. I t  is 
probably caused by the fact  lthat rodents a r e  numerous a t  this sleason and 
more easily men and captured when tbe grass i's d'ead. 

N A S H V ~ ~ ,  TENN. (IC. J.) m MEMPHIS, TENN.. (W. 9.) 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE MOULT OF A G R Y F ~ I C O N  
IN TENNETSSEE 

In  January, 1942, Col. Luff Meredith sent the writer a young 1Gyrfalcon 
from southern ~ G m i a n d .  Although f a r  to bhe south of her normal range, 
the falcon .thrived and went through  her first moult unevenff~u~lly while here 
i'n N~ashville. This is the farthest south of any such record except for a 
Russian Gyr flown f a r  several years by M i n a  (prince in pensia) in the 1850's. 
Probably the Gyr can tstand ~h~ot weathey as long ialsl the climate is diry. Iceland 
Gyrs brought over to England in  trhe middle of the last century ccmttracted 
a form of !asthma and most cd them died in Jess than two yeiarts, but the 
oldw literature attestrs the great isuccess there of the old ialconars not only 
with the Norway (Gray) Gyrfalcon, but ,with ahe Iceland and white Green- 
land falcons as well. 

During fine weather, any falcon "N~arsa" sits on a block peroh on the 
lawn, and a t  night on a "screenr' porah in the hawk house or ''m~ews." Under 
f m r a b l e  circumStances, she is flown free to the lure, but she has not been 
entewd to live "game." D~uiring the hottest days of summer, even !though in 
the shade, she lays on the ground in the deep grass and oan not be seen from 
ten feet away. When hot, she pants much like a dog, (as  also did a "passage" 
caught Peregrine .believed to be artic in origin, while a local Peregrine showed 
no diskess whatever). In  spitte of the heat, she remained in excellent con- 
dition in a climate more than 1500 miles south of nher normal range. I n  
January her plumage (immature) was Ipredominantly light brown above, 
and w'hite, fairly heavily streaked wibh dark brown, below. (There were 
two ar three adult or gray feathers between her shoulders.) From April 
through September she dropped all of her flight fea%hers and most of her 
contonr feathers as well. She was plentifully fed throughout the moult 
period, mostly on fresh beef, beef heart and pigeon. The meat was occasion- 
ally supplemented with dicalcium phosphate and halliver oil. Her weight 
during this pariod was abonut 54 oz., and hser present flying weighlt is 51 oz. 

In order to readily follow the moult described below, reference may be 
made to  the plumage 'and wing diagrams shown on another page. The old 
primaries dropped and were replaoed in regular sequence, beginning with 
number 7 (ithe "moult center") and proceding outward towards number 1 and 
inward toward number 10 from this point. The ,actual sequence was numbers 
7-6-5-84-9-3-2-10-1, whiclh can be hroken down into ~h series, 
an  inner number -9-10 and an outer number 6-543-2-1  both pro- 
ceeding from numlhr  7 rat the same time. Most qariations in the order of 



feather replacement can be explained by relative differences in t'he rates of 
the two series. U(sual1y the outer series drops two, to  one of the inner series, 
and henoe bhe last to fall out, nlumber 10 iand then number 1, may be close 
together, or even reversed. Differences within either series, however, are 
very rare, but Stabler (1,942) has lrecorded a  peregrine ,with a moult center 
a t  nlumber 8 one year and number 16 thhe next, in tihe former case the sequence 
lbeing numbers 8-6-7, a true reversal. 

On April 11, Narsa dropped number 7 a;nd a few hours later, number 6, 
on the right wing, and number 7 on the left. Within ten days she had lost 
four (7-6-5-8) on each side, and by May 12 she )had ,also dropped number 4 
and numlber 9. In early June number 3, and in middle Jtuly, number 2 and 
number 10 dropped. The outermost (number 1) dropped on Augusk 101, was 
the last to w. Bloth right and left feathens dropped out on the same day in 
the caws of number 7 and numbar 1, and there was never m\ore than five day8 
between members of a like pair. Two weeks after each feather was dropped, 
%he new feathlar #sheath was nearly two inches long, land the tip of the devel- 
oping fedher  was unfolding from the sheath. Primary number 7 was com- 
plete in six week, but number 2, a longer rfeiabher, took nearly ten weeks. 
It is diffirrult to be sure just when the feather is full in, became the growth, 
rapid for the main part  of the feather (aver tin inoh a week), falls off during 
tjhe last week or more, Dhe base or quill being formed very slowly. The pirimary 
coverts were replaced along wirth the primaries, and seemed to follow similar 
sequence, but in a careful study, Stabler ('42) has found that the coverts in 
both Peregrine and lGyr drop in a different order (8-7-9-6-5--44J.0- 
3-1-2). The feathers of the false wing (allulae) fall out in the order 
3 - 2 4 1 ,  the moult center heme being a t  num~ber 3. 

Records of the secondary remiges (flight feathers) were not complete, 
(but the first moult center is a t  number 5 and spreads inward and witward 
from there, the initial order >being number 5-26-7-418. The later sequence 
was not kept and the presenoe of anotiher center in the innermost feathers 
(numbers 10+11-12) was not observed. "Narsa" dropped numbers 5- 
6 - 7 4  in the latter half of April, but more slowly after that;  number 11 
dropped in late August, and boOh number 1's on ~Sleptember 18. 

The "train" or tail began with the "deck" feathers (middle, or number l 's), 
on Way 9, and the last pairs to go, 45s and then 5's, in Bhe middle of August. 
The r e p l a m e n t  order was numberis 1-2-6-3--4--5. In  this tail series, 
the number 6 (tjhe outernost pair) is an ,add,itiond mouilt center, and perhaps 
in birds with a large number of tail feathers, number 6 may be the beginning 
of a awond series, ('such as  the three moult centars in  the secondaries of 
accipiters, according to Miller, 1941). Tail featbers numbers 1, 2, 6, and 3 
dropped (each pair) about three weeks apart, but the 4's and 5's fell out in 
four days, only two weeks after the 3's. 

Complete data of the contour feather moult was not kept, but numbers 
of these small faatihers dropped from the head, back, breast, panel and flank 
in April and by August her plumage was more than half renewed. Several 
new gray feathers appeared early in the moult symmetrically placed in the 
donsal mantle (shouldte~) region and in general the moult was symmetrical. 
Small feathers seemed to drop in "showers" lasting for several days, followed 
by very few for tihe next week or ten days. Each shower was 'brought about 
by the falcon working all w a r  her ,plumage with her beak, dressing d m  



and (pulling ak the feathers, which dtropped out by the dozen. The explana- 
tion of the showers lies not in m y  internal rhythm, but probably in the fact 
that  the feathers loosening in thei~r follicles irritate the falcon. Her res8ponse, 
in working over them,  results in not only bhe loose but also all pdtentially 
loose feathers dropping out d thence there is {some time before a new "irri- 
tation" develops. 

Although many small feathers are still unmoulted, the only prominent 
patoh of these a t  the time of writing (Dec. 1, '42) is bhe lesser wing cowne.rts, 
they forming a conspicuous brown patch on (an obherwise ash-gray and white 
bird. At  present the contour feathers of her upper parts  are light gray, 
her flight feathers gray barred with lighter gray o r  white, and her underparts 
w,hlte with numerous drop-shaped black markings. Her much whiter head a t  
once distinguishes )her from the also gray (but more bluish) Soandinavian 
Gp. In general, iher whole iapplearance is much lighter after  her moult 
Although the (Gyr has a bare unfeatihered tarsus and toes, bhere are two or 
tihme minute feabhers on the (medial side of We hind toe, and the same on 
rthe lateral side of the middle toe. Those of the hind toe disappeared in 
August, and have not been replaced. The middle toe group is still present 
and no moldting has occurred there yet. 

Narsa is apparently a fine example of trhe Iceland lGyr (Falso rusticolus 
islandus), but those breeding in south Greenland are probably not a s  geneti- 
oally pure a stock as those breeding in Iceland (where i t  is  the national 
mblem!), as  the following data show. The following records, from eight 
young f dcons (seven f ernales and one male) brought from  greenl land during 
the last six years by Col. Meredith, show the influence of the light colored 
Polar Gyr (F. r. candicms) in northern Greenland and the dark, cobtinental 
or  "Labrador" lGyr (F.r. obsolefus). Thus while trhe young from bwo eyries 
were typical Iceland birds, three young from another nest had bhe pure white 
head and underparts of the po!ar type, but the more heavily marked Iceland 
wing. A fourth nest held one very dark Labrador type, (and one very light 
bird vAth obvious Polar characters. Unfortunately, there i s  apparently 
no record of any of the parent b ids ,  (as the young were all brougiht in by 
Esquimaux. 

I n  conclusion, i t  is a pleasure to  acknowledge the kindness of Mr. R. G. 
Turner of the Tennessee Division of Game and F5sh in granting permission 
to keep a falcon and to the Niational Geognaphic for use of the diagrams. 

NASHVILLE, TENN., Dec. 1, 1942. 

References cited.--MIL=, 1941, Codor ,  v. 43, pp 113-115, and STABLER, 
1942, American Falconer, v. 1. (3) pp ,642. 



ANNUAL CHR~lSTlMAS CENlSUS 

  he ,MIGRANT presents its 14th annual oensus of mid-wintex birds which, 
in spite of handicaps incident to the war effort, is one of tbe best we have 
had. The success of this list comes from the accumulating experience of 
our observers who, regardless of weather conditions, go afield and by their 
cooperative effort build up a surprisingly large total. This year's list shows 
that  107 different species of birds were found within Tennessee, which num- 
aber may 1b-e compared with 94 in 1941, 93 in '1940 and 96 in 1939. A King Rail 
taken near Nashville on Jian. 2, would' raise the total to 108. The list is for 
full species; subspedies, or races, having been )disregarded. [Certain species 
are well known to be represented by two or more subspecies, such as the 
Migrant Shrike and Loggerhead Shrike (Memphis), Slate-colored and Carolina 
Junco (east Tenn. mountains), Bronzed Grackle and Purple Grackle (east 
Tenn.), and a number of others, unrecognizable except wibh specimens in 
hand. ~Groujps who selected Dec. 27 for their census were severely bandi- 
capped by general rains on that date. A careful study of this list will prove 
of interest, presenting as it does a composite picture of our winter bird life. 

- E m  h 
a ij 

N u m b e r o f S p e c i e s  ........... 75 49 67 68 46 45 48 47 54 40 
Number or Individuals.. ..... .21,726 1,064 2,642 3,503 1,271 4,045 1,178 2,211 1,374 942 
Number of Observers ........ 20 2 10 25 5 2 20 13 6 4 
Common Loon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Horned Grebe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 ... 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Pied-billed Grebe ........... 3 1 ... 2 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ........ Double-cr. Cormorant 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Great Blue Heron ........... 2 ... 3 . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 1 1 
Canada Goose ............... 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  *8 ... 1 ... 

......... Lesser Snow Goose 4 ... '8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Blue Goose 15 
Commou Mallard ............ 25 9 43 24 19 . . . . . . . . .  70 ... 
Black Duck ................. 5 7 45 21 . . . . . . . . . . . .  263 ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Gadwall 3 ... Baldpate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 2 . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 
Amer. Piutail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 ... 
Blue-wing Teal .............. 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Shoveller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 ... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ................. Wood Duck 8 ... Rebead . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ring-neck Duck 20 112 52 
Canvasback . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
LesserScaup ................ 35 ... 6 36 . . . . . . . . .  2 20 1 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Amer. Goldeneye 1 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... .................. Bufflehead 6 13 5 ... Ruddy Duck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hooded Merganser 8 ... . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Amer.Merganser 8 1 9 ............. . . . . . . . . .  Turkey Vulture 3 29 6 2 9 1 10 ... ... Black Vulture .................. 44 4 38 20 7 3 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 . . . . . .  ... ...  ............. ... Cooper's Hawk 3 2 1 1 1 . . . . . . . . .  ............ Red-tailedHawk 9 3 8 7 3 1 1 ........ Red-shouldered Hawk 7 2 7 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  ............... Marsh Hawk 5 2 1 2 .............. SparrowHawk 20 2 6 19 1 1 2 3 1 6 
Ruffed Grouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 . . . . . . . . .  

... . . . . . .  .................. Bob-white 40 21 24 40 28 5 8 
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W~ld  Turkey ............... 
Am=. Coot ................. 
Kildeer ..................... 
Wilson'm Snipe .............. 
Herrind G d  ................ 
Ring-billed Gull ............ 
Mourning Dove ............ 
B m  owl ................... 
Scmeb owl ................ 
Grat-Horned owl .......... 
Barred Owl ................. 
Belted Kingfisher ........... 
Flicker ..................... 
Pileated Woodpecker ........ 
Red-bellied Woodpecker ..... 
Red-headed Woodpecker ..... 
Yellow-bellied Sap~ucker ..... 
Hmry Woodpecker .......... 
Downy Woodpeeker .......... 
Phoebe ..................... 
Prairie Homed Lark ......... 
Blne Jag .................... 
Northern Raves ............ 
Crow ...................... .................. Chickadee ............ Tufted Titmouse 
White-breasted Nuthatch ..... 
Red-hmsted Nuthatch ...... 
Brown Creeper ............. 
House Wren ................ ............... Wintu Wren .............. Bewiek'r Wren .............. Carolina Wren 
Mockingbird ................ ............. Brown Thrasher 
Robin ...................... ............. Hermit Thrush .................... Bluebird .......... Golden-er. Kinglet 
Rub-crowned Kinglet ....... 
h e r .  Pipet ................ 
Cedu waxwing ............. 
Shrike ...................... 
Starling .................... 
Myrtle Warbler ............. 
Pine Warbler ............... 
palm Warbler .............. 
English Sparrow ............ 
Meadowlark ................ 
Red-wing Blackbird .......... 
Rusty Blackbird ............. 
Bronzed Grackle ............ 
Unidentified blackbirds ...... 
Cowbird .................... 
Cardinal .................a. 

Porple F@ch ................ 
Pine Sirkln ................a 

Goldfinch ................... 
Red-eyed Towhee ........... 
S.V.PD& Sparrow ........... 
Grasshopper Sparrow .....a.e 

LeConte'r Sparrow .......... 
Vesper Spurow ............a 

Jma, ...................... 
Tree Spamow ............... 
chipping Sparrow ........... 
Field Sparrow .............. 
Whjte-crown Sparrow ....... 
Wbte.tbroat Spprtow. ........ 
For Soarrow ................ 

corn. 
181 

5 
2 

1,300 
12,700 

189 
1290 
22 

&EO&n Sparrow ........... 
s-,, Sp8Irow ............. 
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*;NjOTE!S (ON 'T,HE CENSUS.-MEMPHIS: Most of the waterfowl were 
seen on the ,Mississippi river; Fine Wanbler was observed a t  15 feet with 
6x binoculars by Mrs. Barefield; Barn Owl was finst Memphis Christmas 
record, %und by  simps son; the Grasshopper  sparo ow, Chipping ~ S p a m w  
and Tree Sparrow were found 12/23 and 12/24 by Blurdick (see Round Table). 

NASHVILLE; see notes in Round Table on Barn Owls and Red-head- 
Woodpeckers, by Jamison and Simpson; Brown Creepers more common than 
usual, note that  i t  was reported on all lists; a flock of Cedar Waxings were 
seen 12/26; Juncos were the most abundant bird as usual; the Snow Geese 
and Herring Gulls, listed 12/20, were on Cumberland River; birds more 
numerous about Nashville than in several years.- WHITE BLUFF; a 
flock of 75 Cowbirdb were seen a few miles east of the census area.- 
-MURF!REESBOR'O; the Palm Warbler was identified by Prof. Davis 
by it's color an,d size,continual jerking of tail, outer tail feathers showing 
white and it's habit of feeding near the ground. - GREAT SMOKY 
MTN,S; the Canada Geese, flying low in Green~brier area and seen by 7 
observers, was a first X m a s  census record there; ~C~hickadees both of Caro- 
lina and Black-capped varieties were seen; the House Wren was observed 
a t  close range with Bx binoculars by Stupka who found i t  again next day 
and observed i t  in full sunlight. The bird's alarm note was distinctly unlike 
Winter and larger Wrens, i t  lacked any form of facial striping, tail appre- 
ciably longer than Winter Wren but, shorter than Bewicli's or Carolina, more 
grayish than other wrens, this is our f irst  winter record of a bird that  i s  
ia rare  transient hare fat !best; the Pine (Siskins were listed by ~r(;-odldard. 

KNOXVILLE; these wintering Red-brested Nuthatahes and Golden- 
crowned' Kinglets are probably those which breed commonly atop the nearby 
Smokies; the Red-winged Blackbird, Pine Warbler and Palm Wanbler were 
identified by Messrs Walker, Goddand and Broome and Miss Williams; the 
Lincoln's Bparrows by H. P. Ijams a t  50-75 feet with 8x binoculars.-NOR- 
RIS; the waterfowl were on Cove Creek  lake and were observed with binoc- 
ulars and 20x telescope. 

LOCALITIES, WEAgHER AND PERSONNEL 
Memphis: Dec. 2'0, 1942, 8 to 5:30; cloudy, f m h  dindl; temp. 3236. 

1Slam.e areas as last year, 'coverage of Wolf River bottoms not so cornplebe, 
By auto, [afoot land Dr. h r o y  on Miss. River in motor ha t  5 hours. Total, 
601 party hours, 20 olbservws in  101 parties. Austin W. Burdick, Jr., Mrs. 
C. A. Barefield, Mrs. Ben B. Coffey, Jr. (compiler), Mary Davant, Newtm 
Hanson, Pauline James, bawrame Kenit, ,Luther Keton, Billy Inaumnzi, 9111. 

Louis Leroy, Joe Mason, Dr. Ollie Matthews, Allen Phillips, Wm. Simpson, 
3 Demett Smith, Mrs. M. L. and Maurice Torti, Robt. Tucker, Brother I. Vincent 

and Dr. Wendell Whitternore,-Clarksville: Jan. 2; 7:45 to 4:30; mostly 
fair ;  t a p .  40-60. Clarksville thru golf links, lalong Cumberland river hot- 
toms 6.5 miles to Marx slough. River, 45 ft.  near flood stage, bottoms partly 
flooded. Alfred and Edward C1ebsch.-Clarksville (earlier list, not tabu- 
lated above) : Dec. 27; 46 speci~es; 8 to 12 (steady rain theraafteir ~stopp& 
field work). A. and E. Clebsch (covering same area as  on 1/2) and Dr. 
C. F. Pickering and Pvt. Vincent McLaughlin covering #Red Rivw bottoms, 
Durubar Cave lake and Warfield pond. Species seen on this date and not on 
January 3rd, were Malllard Duck, &di.bireasted Merganser 2, Kildler 1, 
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Barred Owl 1, Red-headed Woodpeoker 1, Whikbreasted Nuthlatch 2, 'Hermit 
Thrush 1, 'Cedar Waxwing 15, Shrike 1, Purple Finch 6 and Vesper Sparrow 1. 
-Nashville: Dec. 27; 8 to 2 (steady rain thereafter stopped field work) ; 
mostly cloudy in a. m., unseasonably warm, temp. 60-70. Rad'nor Lake, 
(Overton Hills, iHillsboro Road, Hobbs Road, Percy Warner Park, Bellemeade, 
Westmeade, Hillwood, Halls Lane, Cumberland River bottoms a t  8th Ave. 
and above Shelby Park, Knapp Farm and Mill Creek. 27 observers in 8 
parties, 42 party-hours, mostly afoot. B. H. and Mrs. Abernathy, Katherine 
Anderson, Sam Clark, Jr., A. F. Ganier (toompiler), R. 'M. and Mrs. Hawkins, 
Wayland Hayes, Helen M. Howell, Conrad Jamison, Mrs. Amelia R. Laskey, 
Vena McEilween, Arthur McMurray, E. M. McNisih, 'G. R. and Mris. Mayfield, 
Geo Mayfield, Jr., C. E. Pearson, J. A. Robins, J. M. ,Shaver, Ed. Shrieber, 
Wm. Simpson, W. R. Spofford, H. S. Vaughn, G. B. Wood'ring and G. M. 
Yarbrough.-Nashville (earlier reconnaissance list): Dec. 20; 8 to 3; 
cold, cloudy and windy, temp. 30-35. Most of areas covered 12/27, but one 
partly (Albert IMarsh) on river in motor iboat. 10 observers in 8 parties. 
Messrs. 'Ganier, Hawkin~s, jam is on^, Mayfield, Marsh, NcMiurray, Sihaver, 
Spofford, Woodring and Mrs. Jamie Tippens.-White Bluff (Montgomery 
Bell State Park ~exclusively, 35 m. west of Nashville) : Jan3; 9 to 4; mosbly 
cloudy, light wind, temp. 40-50,; same 3 routes as on 5 pluevious listings; 
5 observers, in 3 piarties, {each coverinlg 6 miles a foot. 2 ismall lakes included. 
A. F. Ganier, Conrad Jamison, G. R. Mayfield, Ed Shlneibw and H. S. Vaughn. 
-Murfreesboro: DM. 23, 8 to 4; Suburbs of town and eastward. Fair  and 
warn .  (List includes s~wm~al species listed on Dec. 24 land 25). George Davis 
and Hlmry 0. Todd.-Great Smoky Mountains National Park: Dec. 201; area 
in Tenn., same a s  in past 6 years; circle of 7% miles radius centering on 
Bull Head of Mt. LeConte and including a section of the Tenn.-North Carolina 
divide from Newfound Gap to  the Saw-teeth; also the towns of Gatlingburg 
and Pigeon Forge, Tenn. Altitude range 1200 to 6100 ft. Intermittent rain 
in a. m., becoming heavy a t  times and later changing to sleet, with rain, 
sleet and occasional driving snow a t  high altitudes where maximum snow 
depth reached 12 inches in sheltered areas. Temp. 25 (in mtns.) to 45. 20 
observers in 7 parties. Total party-hours 43, party-miles 147 (42 on foot). 
Mrs. Ben Blackwell, Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Broome, Albert Chambers, E. W. 
Dougherty, Fselan Godd'ard, Elizibeth B. Johnson, W. M. and Robert Johnson, 
Henry Meyer, Elise Morrell, Walter and Mrs. Rohbock, Wm. M. and Mrs. 
Walker, Jr., Dorothy E. Williams, D. W. Yambert, Jr., PaulYambert ( m a -  
bers T. 0. s.). Mary Ruth Chiles and Arthur Stupka (National Park Service). 
-Knoxville: Jan. 3, 9 to 5; foggy till 101 a. m., clear during middle of day, 
cloudy after 2 p. m.; temp. 38-60; wind light. Ground wet, stream swollen. 
Island Home sanctuary and vicinity, Mt. Olive, Cherokee Bluffs, U. T. farm, 
Lake Andrew Jackson, Sanders Ridge and First  Creek. 13 observers in 
7 groups; 25 group-hours. Mrs. Ben Blackwell, Harvey and Mrs. Broome, 
Frelan Godldard, H. P. Ijams, W. M. Johnson, Mrs. Henry Meyer, Elise 
Morrell, Mary Louise Ogden, S. A. Ogden, Mrs. W. M. Walker, W. M. Walker, 
J,r. (compiler) land Dr. Dorothy Williams.7N~orris: Dec. 23. Norris to 
Careyville (Cove Creek Lake State Park) and return. 9:30 to  5; temp. 45-50; 
misty rain in a. m., cloudy in p. m.; 6 observers in 2 groups; 14 group-hours, 
5 group miles afoot, ~balan~ce in car. One group on lake in p. m., 17 miles in car. 
Ducks studied with 20x telescope. Mrs. Ben Blackwell, Henry Meyer, W. M. 
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and Mrs. Walker, Paul land Dale W. Yambert, Jr.--Johnson City: Dec. 27; 
8:30 to 6. Fieldb, woods and small lake 7 miles south and west and 7 miles 
norbh. (Ground bare,partly cloudy in a. m., clearing in p. m., temp. 42-54. 
4 observers in 2 parties. First party, Bill Pearson and Albert Hydes; 2nd 
party, R. B. Lyle and Bruce P. Tyler (compiler).---4xeeneville: D'w. 23; 
34 species, by Ruth Reed Nevins (,printed in Round Table; arrived too late 
for tabulation). 

THE ROUND TABLE I 
NOTES FROM ,MEIMIPHIS: Field trips have been less frequent this 

Fall since Mr. ~Coffey has joined the Army, and several other observers have 
also left our midst, but we are trying to carry on our bird work as  much 
as possible.-Mr. A. F. Ganier, Rabert Tucker and the writer visited Mud 
Lake on Sept. 13. The water level was fine for wading birds and 700 Ameri- 
can Egrets, 300 Little Blue Herons, and 35 Grreat Blue Herons were seen. 
With the exception of Killdeers bhere wepe few Shorebirds. Those seen were: 
Lesser Yellewlegs, 1; Greater Yellowlegs, 1 (collected) ; Least Sandpiper, 50; 
Western and Semipalmated \Sandpipers, 100; and Bemipalmated Plover, 1. 
Four Norbhern Water Thrushes were found a t  their typical haunts. Of the 4 
Empidomax flycatchers seen, one was collected which proved to be the Least 
Flycatcher. A flock of 25 Blue-winged Teal, feeding in the shallow water, 
permitted close approach. Fis'h Crows, 8 or 10 in number were seen thru 
the day as they flew about among the cypress trees along the lake's edge. 
A trip to the same locality on )Sept. 9 showed a decrease in all birds on the 
lake and mud flats, however, 125 Blue-winged Teal and 8 Pintail were seen 
in the shallow pools of water. ,O.n (Oet. 10, our last t r ip there, very few 
herons and sandpipers were noted a t  all. In the nearby woods we found 
our first White-t'hroated Sparrows, Golden-crowned Kinglets and Phoebe of 
the season.-The Annual Field Day of the Memphis Chapter was held 
October 11 a t  Shelby Forest. About 45 members and guests participated. 
The high spots of the day were 3 Bay-Breasted Warblers (MoCamey), 2,0010 
Tree Swallows and 1 Sh~r t~bi l led  Marsh Wren.-Huge flocks of Blackbirds 
flying northwest over the city in the afternoon and back again in the morw 
ing have attracted a number of residents. (Miss Pauline James visited their 
roost on Oct. 23 which is located on Redman and Middle Bars about 6 miles 
up thle river. The birds roost in small willows from 5 4 0  feet high. She 
reported they simply "poured" into the trees a t  dusk. It was impossible 
to estimate theijr numbers but bhe roost certainly must have consisted of 
several hundred thousand birds-Bronzed Grackles, Rustys, Redwin,gs, and 
Cowbirds.-The migration of Geese at night was especially noticed around 
Nov. 1-6. MdCamey reported 5010 'Geese, probably Blue and Snow, over his 
hom'e in the city a t  11 a. m. on NOV. 4. A flock of 55 Snow Geese flew over 
"(Coffee Grounds" on Nov. 7, they were quite lm and their black wing tips 
showed prominently.-Our 'Cihristmhs census was taken on Dec. 20 and 
though a raw, cold day, we listed 75 species or within 3 of our best record. 
This list, with notes covering unusual species, will be found on another page. 
-MRS. BEN B. ICOFFEY, Memphis, Tenn. 



NOTiES ON UNUSUAL WINTER SFABROWf? IN THE Ml9MPEEX.S 
REXION: Two species of sparrows, the Chipping and the &whopper, were 
collected on a brief visit to Germantown, Tenn., during late December, Each 
@roved to be the h t  winter record for tikt area 

The Chipping &w~]:(Jw (spizsk pass*) taken on Dec. 23, 1942, 
from a flock of Field Sparrows and Juncos. It was a male in first year winter 
$=age. 

On December 24, 1942, while p u r d n g  a Leconte  sparrow, a Grasshopper 
Sparrow (Amntodramus savannarum) was flushed from a *heavy patch of 
broomsedge growing by a ravine. The bird was immediately collected and 
proved to be a male in Zresh winter plum=. 

During my brief stay a t  Germantown, near Memfiis, several flocks of 
Tree Sparrows (spkella arborea) were also encountered. This species ia an 
uncommon winter visitor in the Memphis region. Specimens were collected 
for the purpose of making subspecific determinations. 

All of the specimens mentioned above are deposited in the Louisiana 
&ate University Museum of Zoology.-Au~ W. B~~DICK, Box 6785, La. 
State Univ., Baton Rouge, La. 

CHIMNEY SWIFT NOTES: Spring flocks af these birds are g a d y  
few and scattered. On May 14, 6M2, Ben Welch reported that a flock of 
700 to 1,000 W t s  had gone d- a c h i m y  at  c he Idlewild Sreabyterim 
Chmh. The next evening we drove Itowam% bwn, noting a hrger t h n  
usual number of them in the air, from home a mile westward (the Sears 
Area). In .the downtown area there were practically none. On the 16th 
we watahed abut 450 a t  Idlewild. While we haw never c h e W  this species 
this late in the spring, this seems to be an u n d y  late date. Miss Merriman 
at Kilqgstoa, Ontario, Canada, ban& many each Way on about $he 24th. 
These birds were evidently those individuals which nest a t  the mrbhenmost 
limits of ;their range, having left wme area to the south a t  the latest possitbrle 
day and were moving northward at  a fair speed. Sunh a flock would be a 
bander's delight but this chimney was imceessible luEd our old etsad-bye were 
not in use. Miss Merriman several years ago suggested we try to get a 
apning flock but we #have nevw !been able to do so. At Kin- the birda 
flock only when they arrive in the spring. This A- a group of about 60 
at Southwestern University held interesting possibilities of banded. Mrds 
but repeated rains and aur departure on the 28th prevented us from taking 
them. Flocka of eewml hundred were gabhering a t  other points. On Aug. 26 
we were approaching Cblierville when we ndiced a few Swifts around a 
tall chimney on the high school. %hers were coming out ami from 11:M to 
11:45 a. m. we made a quick-count of 700 birds emerging. About 10 stragglers 
-e out in the next few minutes and that waa dl. Bow many emerged 
before I saw them is, of course, u h m .  There was no fire in the boiler. 
It was almost threatening rain at @ a. m. (0. W. T.) but shortly afterwands 
the @Icy inproved considenubly. The sun was out in full force wheq I saw 
the birds. Tempemtures were modezlate. Swifts usually stay within 5 to 6 
feet of the top and then &odd 'harve, under above conditions, emergedl abut 
9 a. m.--BEN B. COFFQY, JII., Uemphia, Tenn. 



HUMMING BIRD TAKES A .SHOWIER BATH: On ~Sund~ay morning, 
Oct. 5., $942, a t  eleven o'clock, I was ascending the back steps to my apart- 
ment when I noticed la very amall object (sitting on a light wire thtat leads 
from the apartment to the garage. As i t  was beginning to ~ a i n ,  I hastened 
to  cover but after reaching shelter I turned and saw that !the oibject was a 
female Ruby-throated iHummir4gbijrd. 'The rain began to increase seeadily 
and the bird remained on the wire apparently having the time of her life, 
fox she vibrated her wings so rapidly, a t  intervals of 2 or 3 minutes, that 
slhe almost fell off the wire. Fascinated by this unusu~al demon~strati~on, I 
remained on the !back porch for more of it. The rain increased until i t  became 
quite a hard shower ibefore the hummingbird flew to a dead bran& of a 
pear tree about fifteen feet away. Here the 1b4rd resumed her antics again 
a t  about the same intervals. I saw that bhe bird wiped her bill on the branch 
just as any other bird would do, but not once did I see her preen her feathers. 
At 11:30, the rained ceased and the hummer flew gaily #away to  a bloomin,g 
~ h r u b  in the rear of the gardlen and ibegan to flit firom blossom to blossom 
as if there had been no s h o w e r . i S c ~  HUTCHISON, 12109 ~Herbert Ave., 
Memplhis, Tenn. 

EDITOR'S NOTE.- #Some years ago, Mr. Gordon (Hicks, of Tullahom~a, Tenn. 
itold me of a Htummer that was in tlhe habit of taking its bakh lbyl flying re- 
p e a t e d ~  thru the spray t h m m  from a revolving lawn sprinkler. At bhe 
St. Louis Zoo, them i s  a small hunnmin~bird Toom occupied by a number of 
live  birds and in this compartment there are  growing plants, feeding devices 
and water-mist sprlays. The bird8 delight in flying Ohru or sitting in the 
mist thrown off by the sprays. A bummer's feet are so close to its belly 
that they are practically without legs \so they cannot bathe in shallow water 
as other bird8 do.-A. F. G. 

A BLACK VUGTURE'S NEST AT REEILFOOT LAKE: Most observers 
zt 'YCranetown" on the west sidle of Reelfoot Lake have seen Black Vultures 
flying ovenhead, but nests have not been reported from this region. On 
May 15, '42, Dr. Mayfield, Roger 'T. Peterson, and myself found a ntest with 
two eggs, apparently newly laid, only a few inches above water level, in a 
hollow log lying in the marshy swamp not f a r  from Cranetown. This very 
labe nesting is apparently correlated: with bhe high water earlier in the spring, 
as on a trip a month earlier that same log was almost submerged. Other nests 
of interest found on the two trips into the swamps included bhose of Yellolw- 
crowned Night Heron, Great-horned Owl, Peregrine Falcon and Red-shouldered 
'Hawk. Although several Barred Owls and one Red-tailed Hawk were seen, 
no nests were found. The high water a t  6he time of the first trip (April 25) 
had greatly restricted the area of the few low islands in the swamp. Rabbits 
were frequently seen and there was much evidence that deer used these 
restricted land areas extensively. On one occasion a t  least twelrve deer were 
surprised into headlong fligh't, their surging leaps through the knee-high 
water making an astonishing r o a r . - W ~ W  R. ,SPOFFORD, Nashville, Tenn~ 

ROOjSTINlG (OF PURPLE MARTINS ANlD BROlNZED GRACmEB: 
Late one afternoon in late August of this year I noticed from my backyard, 
in a crowded residential area here in Corinth, numbers of Purple Martins 
flying from the southwest toward the northeast. 'There were enough of them 
to attract attention, so soon I realized that every one of the many that were 



in the air  was flying in exrtctly the same way; tha t  is to say, each came 
from and went the same directions followed by all the others. It was evi- 
dent that  the Martins had some method in their flight. They were cavorting 
along leisurely, just before the hour of dust, brut headed for #a fixed goal. 
To check up a bit more on the birds, a t  the same hour the next afternoon 
I went to the west side of town to  la large vladant lot where my v i ~ i m  
would be unobstructed. The performance of the day before was repeated 
to the last detail. My curiosity being aroused, I decided to follow We Mar- 
tins to find where they were going. I went as  straight to the big American 
Elm where t t ey  were roosting as I would have gone had I known where i t  
was in the beginning. The Martins were there in such large numbers I 
could hardly estimate them. A thousand would be an understatement. I 
watched the tree for several  afternoon,^, then the Martins disappeared and 
came back to the tree no more. The point of interest in all this, a s  I saw 
it, was htat the birds (eviden'tly spent the daylight b a r s  some distance 
from Weir roost, all [being generally in the same part of the country. So 
fa r  as I could tell none came into the roost from any direction except from 
the southwest. And whi&e on the subject of the ,purple \Martin, there is  a 
bit of real music in one or two of his notes-a soft, mellow kind of whistle. 
I do not recall a similar note in any other bird. 

While driving from Memphis to ,Selmer, Tenin., late in bhe afbernoon of 
Nor. 27, just before reaching Selmer I saiw a veritable dark cloud of birds 
fly across the road a few hundred yards ahead. Of course I knew they were 
Bronzed Grackles. I t  was almost dark, and I thought that  every bird! in 
the country had gone to roost, but not so with the 'Grackles. As I came to  
ia small swamp, th~ough  which the paved highway nan, the  birds inlcmasled 
in numbers-so muah so that if I were to make a guess no one wsuld believe 
me. Of course every observer of birds in this general section of the country 
has seen the common blaclibirds literally in droves of thousands. But I do 
believe in the present case that  i t  was not simply a big drove of blackbirds, 
but rather a drove in which all the other droves from f a r  and near had 
come to join forces with all the ohhers. They dropped down into the tall 
reeds, grassles, and willow shrubls like-well, like blackbirds. There were 
other thousands in tall trees nearby; vast patches of solid black. l!hen farther 
down the small bottom I could see others in numbers impossible to calculate. 
The particular swamp where they were going to roost was not a large one. 
Only a few acres along the side of the highway. They were nestling down 
into Dhe thick cover hhat grew there. I have Iinown of course f i a t  such a 
spot is the home of t112 Red-wing, and that  the 'Grackles range in such places 
to considerable degree, but I had not known before tihat the latter would 
roost cloise to the ground. The temperature was near freezing; so appa- 
rently the birds were finding protection against the weather as well a s  against 
enemies that could get a t  them better in places less easy of access.-BENJ. R. 
T & V t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  Corinth, Miss. 

A ZECONTE'S SPAREOW AT CZARKISVLLLE: For some years we 
have been on the lookout for a LeConte's Sparrow, but i t  was nwt until Nov. 26, 
11942, that  we finally succeeded in adding i t  to o w  Montgomery county list. 
On that  day, while looking far  Savannah Sparmws with my son Edward, 
we kicked up a small bird n'ear a little puddle in short green meadm g r a .  



It flew to  the edge of a corn,field and (would not flush again but kept running 
ahead trying to keep hidden behind thin, dry grass. Perceiving tha t  its 
tactics were unusual, we collected the specimlen and found i t  to  be a LeConte's, 
in the rich buffy plumage of f a l l . - A ~ F ~ w  ICLEBSCH, 8Clarksville, Tenn. 

NOTES FROM THE NASlHtVILLE AREA: The season up to  the present 
writing has been one of comparatively mild weather throug?lout the fall. 
Birds in general appear to  be much more common than usual, especially Juncos 
and Song Sparrows. Other species that seem to be here in greater numbers 
are  the Brown Creeper, Golden-crowned Kinglet, and the Carolina Wren 
which has come back remarkably well after the disastrous winter of 1940. 
Kildeers have also movered from the extreme cold of that  winter, and are 
nearly back up to their normal numbers. ,Song Sparrows outnumber the 
White-throats, while Pield Sparrows seem somewhat scarcer than usual. Two 
unusual records for the King Rail have come to light during the period, one a 
bird that  apparently had flown into a build5ng was picked up in front of the 
V~ande~bilt University library on Nbv. 3, and the other specimen was shot 
by a hunter on Jan. 2, 7 miles east of town. 'These two birdis, which consti- 
tute .a late migration record and a first winter record for Tennessee, are now 
in IMr. Ganier's collection.-A Lesser Yellowlegs faund Nov. 8 on Radnor 
Lake by Dr. Spofford was a very late transient.-A number of visits to 
Radnor Lake by Messrs. Ganier, Jamison, Spofford, Mayfield and Mrs. Laskey 
and the following waterfowl were listed there: Common Loon, 1 each on Nov. 2 
and 8;  Horned Grebe, 12 on Oct. 18; Pied~billed ~Grabe, 1 on Nov. 2 and1 2 on 
Nov. 29; Geese, local papers reported many flocks passing over on Nov. 8, 
a flock of 8 Canadas spent several days on thle Lake after Nov. 28. (Note 
also the Snow Geese listed on Dec. 20 census on ,Cumberland' River) ;   common 
Mallard, 45 on Nm. 8, 30 on Nov. 21, and '11 on Nov. 29; Baldpate, 6 on 
Nov. 29; Ringneck, 40 on Nov. 8, 20 on Nov. 29; Canvasback, 1 on Nov. 21; 
'Lesser Scaup, 3 on Nov. 21, 210 on Nov. 29; Hooded Merganser, 5 on Nov. 21, 
6 on Nav. 29; and Redibreasted Merganser, 1 on Nov. 29. Additional wil8- 
fowl listed there, on Dec. 20. and Dee. 27 by George Woodring, will be found 
in the Christmas census.-An immature Bald Eagle was captured near 
Lebanon on Nov. 16 and further details are given in the item which follows. 
-A Sharp-shinned Hawk was seen by Dr. Spofford on Dec. 26 and another 
on our Fall Field Day of Oct. 18.-There has been one Chimney Swift band- 
ing rthis fall. On Oct. 11, near 16th and Broad, approximately 3,000 birds 
were banded of which about 300 were returns and recoveries.-A flock of 
about 5,000 Grackles, that  &lad been about for several days, flew over Mrs. 
L a s k e ~ s  home on Nov. 23, enroute to  their roost. This is a rather late date 
for such a flock.-Robins, by Dec. 26, seemed to be returning as  the writer 
saw numerous flocks on that  date in Westmeade.-CONRAD JAMISON, JR., 

Nashville, Tenn. 

WHERE EAGLES ElO~O!ST: The capture of a fully grown Bald Eagle, 
in immatruire plumage, near Lebanon, Tenn., on the night of Nov. 17 last, 
shed isome interesting light on this subject. Two youths accompanied by 
their dogs were possum hunhing and while traversing a woods, startled a hugh 
bird that  had been roosting on the limb of a large tree about 20 feet overc 
head. In attempting flight, the bird struck branohes in t21e darkness and 
came to the ground. After some little time, during which the dogs were 
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k d b  by bye bird's talom the eagle, as it proved to be, was caught 
land Weal home. Dr. W. R. rSpofforcE made en investigation om Nov. 28, 
gatihered f d e r  information, identified' the bird and adwised %he holders 
of the illegality of keeping it a aptive. He found' that it had abstained fmm 
eating dead cbicken that had Wen gut: in the cage but readily ate rabbits, 
showing that ;bhase were its m a 1  p y .  An attache of the B ~ t e  Division 
of Fish and Game codscated tlhe eagle on Dec. 6 and released it, still in 
excellent condition, on Short Mountain.--A F. GANIEB, N-hVille, Te= 

C(EO9ER'S ZIAfWX MAKBS AIR ATTACK ON THE BLACK VUL- 
TURE: This dbservation was made October 18 on the edge weet of Edwin 
Warner Park from the road leading t o e  and about a mile from rthe cov- 
ered Mdge. A lone Cooper's Hawk was seen circling atout as if locating 
pmy a t  h u t  ~hree  times trhe heigrht of the nemby tallest oaks. Within a 
few minuteg a Black Vulture approached and lingered in the vicinity. The 
hawk ;witih apparent indignation soared higher ,and made a nose dive a t  the 
new comer. It waa evident tihat the d t u r e  was on the defensive and dodge&. 
Several such attach were made wibh a seemingly hesitancy on part of 
the hawk to make d i e  attack ;with his victim. Then two other Back Vnl- 
tunas and another Cooper's Hawk amroadhed. The second vulture ito lwme 

on the scene of action showed a c o n t r d n g  eagerness to entar in this battle 
of the air. The hawk first mentioned seemed to sene  this and made a dive 
from above at the new intruder. Here he snet retaliation by a niiunble dodge 
and comeback. The hawks 8taqTed decidedly on the offensive, but &he vullmea 
soon drifted off with more of dignity *an af cowards.-Vm MaELwzm~, 
Nashville, Tenn. % 

/ 

Emiw's N m :  &me the above obeervation was in autumn rather tbrur 
in mating season, so question of territory defence w d d  have been involved, 
and beoause of different feeding habits, neither would i t  have been cawed 
by competition of food. 'The #writer feels safe to conclude that it w m  a 
demonstration of "play" rathex than a real attack. ~Silnilar demonstratiom 
have been recorded, between a Sparmw Hawk and pigeong by Wamner, and 
ibetween a Marsh Bawk and Crow8 by the writer, both notes having 
published in TEE XIGUNT for W.,lSB7, p. 38. Interflock de~m~mtrations 
of play am- Crows is a 5 r e q d y  witnessed oaxmme-k F. G. 

BLUE JAXS BURYING FWD: At mrious times during the mon& 
of December, 1942, I have w a a e d  an interesting procedm when two Blue 
Jays took advantage of an abundant supply of food to store a madly por- 
tion of the surplus before other birds could eat it. One morning &ter a 
quantity of cornbread bad been thrown on the ground at  the xear of the home, 
I happened to see a Jay fly from the food to the front lawn with a piece of 
corm mutk in his beak. First he attempted to push it into the CB-~ of 
Norway  spruce leaves under that tree. This place did not seem satisfatory 
for he bopped a few feet to the pin oak, again pushed the head  &to &he 
ground, next he grasped an oak led in his beak, placing it c a r d d y  over 
the bread and adding one or two more. It was so complekly concealed that to 
find it, I had to hunt under a number of small leaf mounds. Another morning 
a liberal feeding of s d o w e r  seeds had been put out far t b  flmk of m i n a l s  
that oame daily. . Soon afterward I was astonished to see a Blue Jay arrive, 
apparently gobble 7 to 10 nnshelled seeds, fly to a rear p e d  lwith one seed 



in the beak. 'The two banded Jays alternated coming and going to various 
spots in  the rear and side border of trees and shrubs. Finally one chose a 
conspicuous perch giving me a good view of his actions. He flew to bhe 
grcmnd, pressed his beak downward, placed a leaf, hopped a foot or so and 
repeated the #procedure several times before re tu~ning to the house to pick 
up mare seeds. I t  is not known if the Jays returned to these caches when 
hungry but I do know that a Crow may remember the spot and later return 
to hid~den food and eat it. I have seen a hand-raised Crow hide bread in 
crevices, poking i t  as  deep as  possible, cover with dead leaves and some hours 
later return to the place, pull out the wad of leaves with his beak and eat 
the food. It is quite possible that  Blue Jays, like squirrels, inadvertently 
assist nature to some extent by planting large seeds a t  some distance from 
the parent stock.-AMELIA R. l L ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  Nashville, Tenn. 

IC~ON~NE~C'TICIUT WARBLE'R SEEIN AT NASIHVLLLE: Due rto the 
misunderstanding of someone reporting data to Mr. Conrad Jamison for THE 
SEASOIN, MIGRANT, V. 13, p. 46, a Mourning Warbler was reported seen by 
me. The record should have reads Connecticut Wapbler seen May 19, 1942. 
The bird, a singing male, was closely observed as i t  faced mle from a sapling 
a t  the edge of a thicket adjacent to our place. I believe i t  stayed nearby 
for three days a s  the songs were heard occasion~ally from various shrub- 
bery clumps but I was never able to get a view of i t  again. The song 
sounded more like a Kentucky Warbler's than any with which I am familiar. 
AMELIA R. LASKEY, Nashville, Tenn. 

WINT1ER&N1G OF RE~D~HEAD'ED WIO~DIP'E~C~IGEIRS N'EA'R NASIH- 
V1bLE: In  winter, the Red,'headed Woodpecker is generally a bird that is 
hard to find in the Nashville area, so bhe finding of a number of these birds 
winbering the presenlt season is of interest. The birds were first discovered 
on Nov. 1, in the Westmeade open woodland, about 7 miles west of Nashville, 
The writer heard hhem calling land upon imvastigaticm counted 111 of &em in 
the area. About two-thirds of those &served were in immature plumage. 
They were busily engaged in [storing away an abundant acorn crop, chiefly 
if not altogether those of the chestnut oak, the acorns of which are small 
and not bitter. There were no beech trees in this area. On Nov. 15, 1 2  birds 
were found in the locality. One immature !bird was watohed as he energetically 
constructed his first roosting cavity and working away, wibhout previous 
dxperienae or "inctrudion," he was producing a very neat job. 'He paid 
lirttle attention to the group of bird students watching from 30 feet below, 
diving into the cavity and then bmking out with a beak flu11 of "saw-dust." 
On Dee. 20, I visited the locality and counted 16 of the woodpeckers. Dec. 26, 
I again visited the place, and spent most of the day observing them. Although 
I did not cover the entire area, as on previous occasions, I counbed nine birds. 
Inldividual birds seemed to have staked out a rather definite territory as I 
saw no bird wander wery far,  nor did I see two birds close together a t  any 
t!me. Most of the immature birds were now in adult plumage or in( the 
 process of changing from immabuxe to adult colors. The moult of the head 
feathers seamed to iprogress from the back of the neck toward the top of the 
head ,and lblack ones were replacing bhe gray ones in bhe back. I heard one 
bird repeatedly give a rathcer high pitched squeal as i t  fussed a t  a Fox Squirrel. 



The woodpecker would astoo$ a t  the squirrel on a Ihnb, in the same 
manner tbat a f a h ~  &oops at its p y .  Perhaps squirrel had been 
caught stealing the acorns ehe woodpecker had so p rov iddy  stored for its 
winter me, I a h  w w  one olf k b  binds mbhing flying imwcts in an lappmved 
tlycateher manner, as it often does in, summer. From its pench on the tip 
of r dead stub, it would auddenly dart out and upward mane 16 or 20 feet 
to catch the insect, then return quickly to the perah from w&ieh it started. As 
an interesting sequel to these observations, one of our members included 
Ghe area in his Christmas Census route, arriving duoring a steady, gusty rain, 
but not one of the birds would poke their beads out of the roosting cavities 
they had found or con~tructed for just such inclement weathar. So, after 
being dead sure of getting a lot of Red-headed Woodpeckers on his census, 
it fell the lot of another party to record a lone indi7lidual from another 
l o c a J i t y . ~ C ; o ~ ~ ~ ~  JUISON, J%, Nashville, Tern. 

WREN EV6CT.S A TURIILE: Last spring, a pair of Carolina Wrens 
decided to build a ne t  for thmelves in a flower box on the front porch of a 
friend of mine. My friend was &st attracted b the nest by nolticing that 
some dirt had scratched out uipon the door jrust under the wire rack 
on whioh tihe flower box rested. Upon close examination i t  was found 
that the bide had dug a hale in the dint in the box and w w  then lining i t  
with green moss, leavea and other materials. Xn due t h e ,  tbe nest was 
c o m p l e ~  and contained 4 eggs. About this time the family left home for a 
week or more, leaving in8tructions for the servant Ito feed the small turtlas 
in the glass howl on the top shelf of the flower rack, just above the wrenpa 
n&. Whe servant, forgetting how much food to give them, proceded to give 
what *would have been a year's rations. As a result, the water turned nearly 
Mack and the aman turtles were hidden from view. When the family re- 
turned ad learned what had been done, they poured out the entire contents 

of the jar and put in clear water. Up to this time, the wrens bad not been 
aware of the presence of the little reptiles, buit as soon m the mother bird 
espied them, she flew to the bowl, grasped one of them by the nect, threw 
i t  to the floor an& proceeded to .beat i t  with her wings and peck it. AS the 
W e  drew in its head and closed its shell the w e n  seemed satisfid that 
she bad dispatched i t  and flew back to her nest.-H. S. VAUGHN, ,Nashville. 

SOME INOTES OlN HAWKIS: Late in October, as I dmve though my 
pasture to the highway, a small hawk stooped a t  a squirrel which was play- 
ing a t  the foot of a tree. It passed within 10 feet of the car and 1 noted 
that i t  was darker and had broader wings than the SparmwdIaTRks which 
are always present about my house. This hawk lit in a dead tree-top so I 
 topped bhe car to inspect it more closely and found i t  to be a Pigeon Hawk. 
In November, while standing in front of the house, I heard the cry of a Red- 
Shouldered Bawk close by and looking up, saw it alight in an oak tree a few 
rods away. I t  flew immediately and had not gone 60 yards before it's place 
was taken by a Pigeon Hawk. These little falcons are seldom seen here and 
these are the first I have seen in several years. 

I have a female Shw-shinned Hawk, which I keep on a bow-perch in 
my yard. The perah. is surrounded by a wire fense to keep out dogs and cats. 
Receatly, stepping out the front door, I saw another hawk hopping h u t  on 
the autside of the fence e v i d d y  trying to get in. It was a male *perB# 



Hawk and of course flew away 9s I approached. It had evidently come in 
t lw and was stopped by the fence. I t  may have been attracted by the feathers 
of a sparrow that my hawk had eated a short time before. My little hawk 
is usually very much frightened by a larger hawk sailing close overhead but 
she did not seem to mind this Goopers, not even leaning the perch. A short 
time ago however, when I left the house one evening, I saw a Red-shoul- 
dered Hawk fly out of my Sharp-shinrs pen. The latter was flying about a t  
the end of her leash, but was unirqiured and d5d not seem frightened when 
I went to her. Perhaps she is getting used to larger hawks from seeing me 
carrying a Peregrine Falcon that has recently come into my possession. The 
intrusion of the larger hawks in the Sharp-shin's pen suggests that in the 
wild, the larger species habitually rob the smaller ones of their prey when- 
ever the opportunity is offered.-DAN R. GRAY, Rlt. Pleasant, Tenn. 

BALM WARBlLER,S WINTElRINlG: On Dec. 19, 1942, I identified a t  
my home near 1Columbia, Tenn., a very unusual visitant in the shape of a 
Yellow Palm-W~anbber (Dendroica palmanm hypchrysea) .  A few days 
later, on Dec. 28, while li~sting birds labout. the neamby Hoover and Mason 
lake, I fauhd five more. All of these birds wene observed a t  close quarters 
and I am sure of their identification. I understand that they were also re- 
corded on !Christmas census lists from Murfreesboro and Knoxville.-PvT. 
HARRY YEATMAN, Camp Davis, N. Car. 

CHRISTMAS ICIENSUS AT GREENEVILLE: (Reed farm along Roar- 
ing Fork Creek, 'Lick Creek).+Dec. 23; 10 a. m. to 4:30 p. m. cloudy all day, 
with showers; wind very light, east; temp. 44' a t  start, 47' a t  return. One 
&server, 3 miles on foot and 8 miles by car: Turkey Vulture, 1 ;  Sparrow 
)Hawk, 5; Mourning Dove, 178; Flicker, 3; Pileated Woodpecker, 2; Red- 
bellied Woodpecker, 4; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 2; Downy Woodpecker, 2; 
Prairie Horned Lark, 52; Blue Jay, 10; ~C.row, 600; Chickadee, 6; Tufted 
Titmouse, 5 ;  WBite-breasted Nuthatch, 2; Bewick's Wren, 2; Carolina Wren, 
13; Mockingbird, 7; Robin, 1;  Bluebird, 4; Golden-crowned Kinglet, 2; Cedar 
Waxwing, 43; Migrant Shrike, 1 ;  Starling, 327; Myrtle Warbler, 4;  English 
,Sparrow, 27; ,Meadowlark, 6; Cardinal, 17; Goldfinch, 3'5; Towhee, 2; Junco, 
5; Field Sparrow, 12; White-crowned Sparrow, 3; White-throated Sparrow, 5; 
Song Sparrow, 7; Total, 34 species; 1,395 individuals.-RW REED NEVIWS, 
Greeneville, Tenn. 

NOTES FROM THE KNOXVILLE ICIHA~PTER.-OU~ activities hlave (been varied 
and interesting during the past fall. In ~Sephmber, we trapped 2112 C'himn~ey 
Swifts (at the U. T. 'Law College. All w m  banded except a b u t  10 per- 
cent which had previously been )banded here and 15 birds which w n e  "foreinn" - 
banldls placed by blandem i~n other stakes or cities.-At our October meeting, 
Dr. Henry Meyer gave a paper ion "The rinterpzretation of bisd behavior." 
iA feabure of the Novembar mleeting wias a talk by Mrs. {Roibert A. Monvoe 
in which she gave us a glimpse of the  Sielrllais land hold us of the life of 
John Muir and of the habits of the Water 0uzel.-The 'Oc%ober Field Day 
was h~eld on the Ogden farm nlear the a i l rpr t .  In  N b w b e r ,  we combined 
forces with ihe Smoky Mountnins Hiking Club1 and madie! la trip to the G r m -  
lbrier iregion of the Pamk. IOlar December field trip comprised thle 6th annual 
X-mtas bird census of the 'Great Smokiles afia our 2101 members, after the days 



search "from top to bottom," glath'ered a t  the home of the Stupkas, our host, 
for  supper, and founld we hiad  reached bhe excellent total of 48 species and 
I1178 individuals. The list, personnel land lot!her data, sm given on another 
page. Our officers for  19143, lare: Pfes., Ed. W. Doughedy, Vice-pms. Dir. 
Henry Meyer, Curator Wm. M. Wralker, Jr., and 1Sleety.-Treas., thle miter-  
ELISE MORRELL, 148 W. Peachtnee St., &loxville, T b n .  

FRUL FIELD DAY AT NASIHVIILLE: The Nashville  chapter, T. 0. S., 
enjoyed a perfect day for its Fall Field Day, 'Oct. 18, ,1942. The wabher  was 
bright with sunshine and crisp enough to be invigorating. \Several members 
from a distance joined 45 of our local members for  the days tramp afield. 
Dividing into several groups, these padilated from the picnic grounds on Little 
fiarpeth River in Edwin Warner park, 10 miles west of Nashville. Thle terrain 
covered included valley, meadows, wooded pastures and the picturesque hi& 
hills. At one o'clock we reassembled to  compare our finds, and to  eat our 
luncines, topped off with a cup of Dr. Vaughn's ~enswned campfire coffee. 
After lunch we again indulged in shorter hikes. Many members of long 
standing declared this to have been one of the club's most enjoyable outings. 
So, come what may, we know we can find a bit of peace and relaxation from 
the distractions of a warring world, among our Harpeth Hills and valleys. 
Our composite list showed 60 species of birds, as  follows: Horned  grebe, Mal- 
lard, Blue-wing Teal (these three a t  Radnor Lake), Turkey and Black Vul- 
tures, Osprey, ISlharpJshinned, Cooper's, Red-tailed, Wa~sihl rand ,S,parrvw 
Hawks, Bob-white, Kildeer, Dove, Great Horned Owl, Kingflshm, Flicker, 
Pileated, Red-bellied, Red-headed, !Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers, Yellow- 
bellied Sapsucker, Phoebe, Blue Jay, Crow, Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White- 
bmasted Nuthatch, Brown  creeper, Winter, Carolina )and Bewick's Wrens, 
Mockingbird, Robin, Hermit Thrush, 'Bluebird, Golden-crowned and Ruby- 
crowned Kinglets, Cedar Waxing, (Starling, White-eyed Vireo, Blue-headed 
Vireo ( I ) ,  Black-and-white Warbler, ~Myrrtle Warblev, Eeglis~h~ Spiarrow, 
Meadowlark, Bronzed Grackle (huge flocks), Cowbird, Indigo Bunting, Gold- 
finch, Cardinal, Red-eyed Towhee, Slate-colored Junco, Savannah, Chipping, 
Field, White-throated, (Swamp and Song S~~~~OW.-KATHERINE ANDERSON, 
(Sect'y) , Nashville, Tenn. 

IN THE ARMED SElRVICE: Ben B. Cloffey and Carlyle D. 'Ohamber- 
(of K. 0. S. a t  Louisville) were, until Chri~stmas, members of the same Field 
Artillery Regimenit unit a t  F t .  Bragg, IN. Car; Ben i s  w w  in training a t  
Ft.  sill, Okla. Austin W. Burdick, now at L. IS. U., is expecting to  be in 
southern ~Mlexico during January, after which he  is sclheduld to enter the 
army. Pvt. Harry 1C. Yateman, of Columbia, i s  stationed in N. Oar, his address 
 being Med. Det. 4719 ICA, B n  (&A), Camp Davis, N. Car. Robert Norris 
editor of (Georgia's The Oriole, enters the Navy in  Jianuary. Albert F. 
~Ganier, Jr., has recently been promoted to  the rank of  major, division of 
Field Artillery. ,Charles Vaughn, veteran airways pilot, i s  now flying trans- 
 port planes across the ocean. Burt Monroe of ~Louisville is  stationed +th 
army lair forcels in Wyoming. If we have missed' any, let us know. 

MEIMPHIS lCIHAPTER, T. 0. IS., meets on ithird Mmldays. T h d ~  off icw 
are Mrs. M. IL. Torti, Pres., Mary Davant, Viae-p., Lamence Kiernt, Treas., 
and Pauline James, Secty. Contact officers for plaae of meeting. 
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The simple truth about birds is interestimp enough, 
it is not necessarry to go beyond it." 

Your editor wishes to  expTess his ~appneciation to those of our membws 
who have so geniemusly  sent in the 30 articles and items which go to make 
up thig issue. Tihe excellenst moperrative Ohristmas census, phartieipated in 
by 84 members, rolledbp rthe remarkable statewide tobal of 108 species despite 
bhe faot that  some of our best observers were away in the armed services. 
In Dr. PSckering's ia~rticle on Reelfoot bake birds, be literally itakes us on 
a~n autumn vacation to bh%s unique haven where water bird~s-strangmrs to 
most of us-are to be found in gmat variety. Dr. \Mayfidd, in explaining 
the extent bo whioh the Starling mim4cs other birds, incidently puts us cm 
our guard against liisting the return of spring migrants by their clalls alone. 
Harry P. Ijams, pioneer obswvar and airhist for our covelr, has lslerved us 
a ma1 "scoop" in rounding up the reoord of that  big flock of Sandhills. Dr. 
~Spofford, conibining the technique of the anlatomist wibh a love of falconry, 
has made trhe most of t!he opportunity to observe1 land describe the orderly 
process of the Gynfalcon~ moult, fmm a brownish immature .to i ts  splendid 
white and black plumage of maturity. Mtessrs. J~amison land Simpson, de- 
pmdlable and energetic younjg men who "have what it takes" to cliimb big 
frees, have sound out !and told us, in this and past 'a~ticles, a lot that  wasn't 
known about "(round-the-clooln" nleslbing of B~arn Owls. The Round Table is 
full rto ovdour ing with items of inbevest about our Tennestsee bird~s blut space 
forbids more detailed amment. Far au'r nlext issue, appearing in early spring, 
we ~hiave saved out some internsting nlmting notes and! more of trhese are so- 
licited. (Meanwhile, our members should be taking land ~slending )in notes Jbhat 
may develop frrom t~heiri trips afield during the wimter. Your d t h r  would 
like to have a symposium upon how anld whew birds roost, especially from 
mid-wilqter until @he leaves come again to  offer probechion, so, be making 
obamations. 'To our members in the armed services, this issue camtitutes 
"a ledtier from hjorne9' land dzuring 1943 there will be four more to reach you. 
-A. F. G. 
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