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Pocket Nature Guides 
These a re  the  accepted pocket guides for use on field trips. Size 3%15% 

inches, profusely illustrated in colors. Each $1.25. 
Land Birds Eas t  ef the  Rockies. By Chester A. Reed. 
Water and Came Birds. By Chester A. Reed. 
Wild Flowers Eas t  of the Rockies. By Chester A. Reed 
Butterfly Guide. By Dr. W. J. Holland 
Tree Caide. By Julia Ellen Rogers. 

NATURAL HISTORY OF T H E  BIRDS O F  EASTERN AND CENTRAL 
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'Birds of &has.' by J. B. May with the original 93 colored plates 
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AUDUBON. By Conatnnce Rourke. A new biography with 12 Audu; 
bon plates reproduced in colors. 342 page8 ............................... $3.00 

A FIELD GUIDE TO T H E  BIRDS. By Roger Tory Peterson. Re- 
vised edition. The complete Identlflcation handbook for beginner 
and veteran alike. Copiously illustrated in wash and color.--- -$2.75 

BIRDS OF AMERICA, Edited hy T. Gilhert Pearsoli. 834 pages fully 
illuatratrd with 1fi6 rolor plates, many photos and drawinga, 

............ one ro l~~mc. .  Or~pinal  3 vol. edition sold for $16.00. now $3.95 
HANDBOOK O F  Bl17nS 01" EASTERN NORTH AMERICA. Ry F. M. 

Chnpman. Well illustrated in colors. 5R0 pages. The standard 
hand hook ..................................... $5.00 

TIIE BOOK O F  BIRD LIFE. Ry A. A. .Allen. Ph.D.. Cornell Unlver- 
... sity. A wealth information, proiusely illustrated $3.75 

TRAVELING WITH THE BIRDS. By Rudyerd Roulton. A book on 
blrd migratfon. Flearrtlfnl color plates by Dr. A. Weber $1.00 

OUR LAND BIRDS. By Alice R. Roll. Histories of 156 species. illus- 
.................. trated u71th 47 color plates by Horsfall. 291 pages $1.69 

RTRD NEIGHRORS. Ry Neltje Blanchan. All about those birds that 
a re  most worth knowing. llluatrated ..................................... $1.00 

NATlJRE'S SECRETS. Edited by G. Clyde Flsher. A popular Ameri- 
can nntural history fnclr~ding the birds, 840 pages, fully illus- 
trated ............................................................... ........-....... $1.89 

BIRDS OF TESNESSEE. Rp A. F. Ganier. 64 pa. A distributional list 
showing how, when and where all species a re  to be found -._-..$O.SO 
All hird lovers are  cordially invited to visit our store. o r  write to us 

lor information on books about birds, nature, xardening and out-of-doors. 

METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 
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rjir113 in T~nnt.ua+se.  I.*su~vl In 3lar,!1. Ju~ie, S-r,l~.rnl,rr an(l Dec-enil,er. 

The Cliff Swallows of Swallow Bluff 

The Nor.the~.n Cliff S~va l lo~v ,  I'r~lrricltr~lir!o~r crlhi!ro~t.s rrlhifron.p, appeals 
to 11s not. only I IY  being rlnd in qn i t r  :I hc,roniing contras t  of colors, hut 
dm\r*s ou r  a t t rn t ion 1)ecaust~ of i ts  pceulinr ncstinq habits. The  1)recbding 
m n g e  of this bird tins i ts  southwesterly limit. in t !~e  southern  p a r t  of our  
State,  where  t11e Tennesser J l i rer  1.ee11Iers it znil then 111rns for  the Inn? 
northxvnrd sweep to the  Ol~io.  There. in the  sont1le:lst corner nC Derntur 
County. Te r~r~essce ,  on the left 1):inlc o f  t11c river, a sett lement lins ruiated 
for many years  callrcl Sw:lllon. nlr~?f Lu!lcli!l~; good e r i d e ~ i c r  that  Swallows 
have 1)ecn nesting a t  tliesc river-1)111ff:: sinct. r a r l y  tinies. Rrirf mrntion 
h a s  heen nclde of this colony in a n  il1r1str:ltrd art icle by A. F. Gnnier and 
S. 11. \f7enk1ey that a ~ ~ l ~ r a r e t l  in T l ~ r  .llirlrr~rtt for  June. 192G, to wl1ic11 t11p 
reader iu  referred for f11rt.hcr details of the 1)irtls :tnd t l ir ir  nrs ts .  

\Vhen 311.. Ganier invitetl m e  to visit t!~e locality th is  sp~ . ing  for furthe!. 
studies,  I nccented readily. and  1:tte in t11r i~ f t r rnonn  of  3lny 17. 1311. we 
nrrivcd a t  the scene. T h r  old sc t t l e~nen t  of  S\Vnll<~\\~ BIIIR L:indinq is small. 
and the  1)assing of t11r stenm1)nat d:tys lins 1:lken away i t s  ]~rosl)erity.  Xoq.v 
the  Gilhrrtsvillc Dam proicct. which is lo imponnrl \vntrr for n distance of 
a hundred miles nnd t.11us r r ~ c l ~  up into tll:~: s r r t i o i ~ ,  g ivrs  it hopr s  for a ncw 
le,nse on life. There  is a n  olcl cotto71 gin.  a t ip va1~1,  a s to r r  nntl a f rw old 
honies. All overloolc froni n moderately high 1)anlc t11r s ta te ly  r i rer .  whose 
waters  nre  usnally ninclstnincd, hut d ~ ~ r  to a n  nnus r~ :~ l ly  d ry  sg r ins ,  flowed 
pas t  clear and smoothly a t  the  tinw of o u r  risi t .  Tllr Trrrncsscr conies h r r r  
froni due west, hnrinr:  co~np l r t ed  a trlrn : ~ t  Swnllnw nluff Islan(1, a niilr 
and a h a l l  away. 

1:erognizinr: t11c~ h!r~ff ~11own in Thr. 3liqrrrrrt 1r.p ~vnllted a lonc a Irtlee. 
irnp:~tiently ~ ~ f n t c l ~ i n g  for Cliff Swnlloxvs. ljut to o u r  di?niay only a f r ~  
Ilough-~r,ingrcl S~vo11on.s we1.c. coursing over t11r river. h Great  n l n e  I l ~ r o n  
wingctl his n n y  toxvnrds the  s c t t i n ~  rlrn and w r  hoped for n srx-nn~p to ex- 
plore ant1 niayhr n licronry, ::l~oulA thc S w : ~ l l o ~ v s  prove to b r  gonn. H I I ~  
mat ters  lookcbd un a h r i l  \vc Ienrned that t11r I)irds hnd onlv  mnvrd t.1idr 
clomicile r~ps t r cam in rcccnt pears  I)c~rnr~se 1!1ry ~r 'cre  driven nwnp from 
thc plnec whr re  we stood 11y i r r rapnnsi l~le  p ~ o p l e  \vho 21nd ]~r!r~rhctl down 
many r ~ e s t s  with poles in ortlrr  to use the  yoring for fish 1):lit. Form lodcinr: 
mas Pound and nrrnngrments  mntlr to rc :~ch t.he Ilrw nes!i!is si te 1):: hnnt 
the  next niorninr. T\'e a r e  gr:ltrful to 3Tr. and  3lrs. Nr\:.!n!i .I. J:o,"x:xn ~ \ ~ l l . r : ~  
help  and hospitality c o n t r i l ) ~ ~ t e d  much to the  snccess of ou r  trip. 
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After a night when we were serenaded by Chuck-will's-widows and Night- 
liawlts. a clear and bright day greeted us  with the  concert of many songsters. 
We had an excellent l~reakfast  and embarked, equipped with anchor and 
chain, a six-foot stepladder, camera, and other ornithological outfit. Mr. 
Bongan and his brothcr-in-law operated thc outl~oard motorboat and to the 
side of this a flat-l~ottom skiff was tied for onr later return. For  a quarter 
of a mile the thin layers of the yellowish-gray limestone bluff forms a gentle 
arc ilndrr ~vhich the wash of the water tins cut recesses ten or  twelve feet 
in dcpth. The 1)luff rises a t  i ts highest point to ahout eighty feet above the 
water and in i t  was pointed out to  us  a large cave that is said to be inhabited 
IIY .hundrrds of hats. With the approach to S \~a l low Bluff Island the current 
11rcamc swift and we travelled inside the bend in the passage south of the 
island. This contains abont fifty acres of t i l l ~ h l e  land and is augmented 
by the Dickey Towhe.nd, a smaller island a t  thc upper end, where about five 
acres were under cultivation. At low stage of water, only a long and straight 
grarr l  flat s t re tc l~rs  between the two bodies of land ,and ahead of them 
spran.1~. fan-diaprd, a hrond expanse of qravel har ;  thus the river is  forced 
into nnrrowrd channel.; on either side. 

A few Snndpfpers (Semipalmatcd, Spotted, and Solitary)-also a Semi- 
palmated Plover-were in the waterweeds fringing the hnrs while in the 
a i r  were m a w  Cliff Swallows. Crossing over to the bluff side wc shot into 
the swift an11 deep water, and here, under an overhang of better propor- 
tion.; than any we had sren. we found the nest colony of the Swallows. I t s  
"criling" varied in height from ten to fourteen feet above the water. We 
counted roughlv two hundred nests, so we estimated that from 350 to  500 
birds wrrc nesting there. In a wild swirl they rose, giving their harsh. yet 
not unplcnsant little calls. After some pictures had been talren i t  became a 
prohlcm to secure the hoat in the swift running water for nn examination 
of nests. Several attempts to use the anchor failed because the twelve-foot 
rhain monlrl not let i t  reach bottom. Finnllp. our boatsnien succeeded in 
throu-ing the chain over a sharp projection of rock a s  the current carried us  
by and with a jerk the boat came to a stop. Thus secured, it  was braced 
away from the cliff with an oar  and with the water pressing against the 
other side, it could l ~ e  held still and placed under the nests overhead. The 
two boats were now lashed together to increase their steadiness, the step- 
lndtler was set np, and Mr. Ganier. I)y standing on the top rung. could reach 
the nests. They looked like little mud jugs with their sides welded to the 
flat stone ceiling and were built close together in irregular rows, often 
tor~ching and even overlapping so that they shared common pnrtftion walls 
with their next-door neighbors. 

Five nests that  appeared to be completed were examined. Of theae one 
held a full set of four eggs incubated about five days, one held a n  egg that  
was frrsh, nnd another hzd three slightly incubated eggs; the other two 
were still empty. In  the nests with three eggs Mr. Ganier found the two 
halves of a small mussel shell still held together by their hlnxe and they 
mnst have bern thus when they were brought to  the nest: the  eggs lay in 
one of the halves. Teighing together .55 ounce and the weight of the bird 
heing only, say, .75 ounce, it was a mystery how they came to be in the nest. 



lor  such a heavy, I ~ n l k y  load wol~ld  seem dinicult  for even so  good a flyer 
:is is this Swallow. T.he closed :;hell measured 1.Ssl .3  i11c11es. The other 
nests contained the  usu:ll nmourlr of someivirat coarse 1)erltling. Tivent)--fi~c 
(11. more  of tlre nests wi.c,re enti~.ely coml~le te  airtl i t  \vns in tliosc that t;ie 
birds were  a l ready incul):lting eggs. Thes r  a w e  las t  ycsnr's nests. for in 
their  protcctctl location they were not rxnoscd to the  ~ x i n .  and  the r i rcr  
hilt1 not risen to s u d l  :I st:rge since las t  summer a s  to rear11 thcm. I'h? 
river gauge a t  Johnsonvillc a t  the time of ou r  visit wns ;il)norn~ully  lo^ for 
Nay, rrgistering only 2.5 fcvt ahore  lo\\- water.  The g rea t  majority of  the 
~ ~ e s t s  was  still untler construction alitl while n ' ~  wc.i.c hr~s!. \vitlr o u r  i ~ t v o s ~ i -  
nations we nof i red  that ! l r r  birtls \vould a l l  t ) ~  ;~ \vay fur :L while :in11 t!rcn 
come s~varn l ing  in to go to t l ~ c i r  nes ts  and wit11 ntl~c:l~ clamor plncr their 
pellets regartlless of o u r  presence. 

I t  was  not  long until  th is  l ~ e h a r i o n r  was  more  i r~ l ly  u~~c:.?rstootl. 011; 

o l ~ s e r m t i o n s  Ilcre I~e ing  completed our  friends toolc u s  11;tcli. to t h e  ot!trr 
chnnnel and  lcft u s  a t  thc  south  shore  of tlrr to~vl~encl. \Vhcn \vc first ~)nsscc! 
there,  t he  ~ n u d - g n t l ~ r r i n g  of the S\v:rllo\vs Ilatl ~ ) r ~ s c n t r t l  s ~ r r l ~  ;I curiouc 
sprc taclc  tha t  w e  were :~nxious  l o  st-a more  of it. r n t l c r  t.!ti::, thct so l~t l l r rn  
and higher hnnk of  Diclicy To\vheacl, b:tcli~~:lsh and ctltly II:I\.c formed a sa l i -  
ment  or nlutl :tt t he  end of a l i t t le 1agoo11 irl the gr'i~vt:l I ~ t r .  T l ~ r  to\vltc.::rl 
I ~ e r e  is  st i l l  c ro~vncd  by n slnall grove of trees tha t  lritl for us  t.11~ S;.:nllow~' 
(ravel t o  the  nests, 1,111 there  was  much comi r~g  :tlltl going. At intcrv:~ls 
with varying degree of regularity:  \\'hilc ~ v c  xvntch from llie 1ja11k :I f c n  
S ~ r n l l o x s  a r e  circling a n d  cruising high. As orlicrs join t.1to111 thcy tlrop 
lower; the  more that. conlr, the  lower and wi ldrr  the circling. lT:~yt~e fifty. 
nlay1)c a hnndrrtl  a r e  sliiniming closr :~ l )orc  the grollntl. Icvcry momrxnt 
we think they will aligljt 11ut still they circlc.. Thrn ,  for :!n i!;sr:int, illst 
one bird t lro~rs ant1 stancls i n  the  soft ~ r r r r t l .  wiii~!;  he!d l~ ixh .  JIorr tl~.r~li 
down :ind prcscntly lhcrc  i s  :I tnngletl clump of thrm. Only on(. ? ~ ! c ~ l l  spot 
seems to have the  mucl in just  the  right co r id i t i o~~ ,  :~ l t l lor~gh n.e fonrtd s r~~!~c .  
lrr~rkings untler a syr:imorc bush that  \v:rs strl~sglilr l :  to hol(1 oltt :rr::~i~r..t 
the s t r eam a t  the  edge of the hnr enclosing t11e I I I I I ~  bank. All tho 1)irtls. :is 

tlrcy scoop up  t h r  mntl in their  lrills until :I fa t  pcllrt  fills their  t11ro:lt::. 
I~olcl their  wings high, rcse1nl)ling the flock of I ) ~ ~ t t e r f l i r ~  t11:lt is  fretling on 
a spot  of mud not  f a r  away. The S\valloivs' feet a r e  shor t  ant1 tlie sticlcy 
nrud \voultl dor~l)tleso soil their  wings were  they draggtbd tdrrourh i t .  So 
bird is  long on the  ground;  a s  some leave o t h ~ r s  st i l l  corne. But  t l ~ e  cluster 
th ins  o u t  and  then, of a s~rdden,  there  i?n'L a S!vallo\v in sight.  S o  doubt 
this t imes in with their  periodic appearance :it the  nests.  Both sc ses  tnkc 
par t  in the  muti-gatherins,  lrut if  there, is  an:- Drcpontlcmncr of r i ther  scs .  

i t  is in favor nf the  n~n les .  

I t  i s  not yet  cert;iin what  the  Gilhertsri l le ( I Z ~ n t ~ ~ c l i y )  Danr will (lo to 

rhc. si te now used hv the  Cliff S\vallo~vs.  In all  prohalrility it will l)r. se! 
under  water. Tlris blr~ff, s o  fortun;itely si tnatrt l  for the  F~vn l lo~vs ,  rxtrntls 
fo r  less thyn a thonsnntl feet. Tllcrc: a r e  no l?luffs faeinz the  main I)ody o.' 

the  island, b u t  fa ther  ilo\vnstream we noticed, or1 ou r  I e i s ~ ~ r e l y  \\-iiy I);tcli to 
the  Landing, two groups  of  rlrsts placed n111c-h higlrcr olr thc fact of tI1r 
rising cliff than tile old site :it tlrr' 1,nnding ant1 tilt> ])r(5eIIt o n r  across fro111 
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the head of the island, both of which a re  close to low stage of the river. 
These high groups of nests consisted of 25 to 35 each and were sufficiently 
sheltered to have been strnctures of a former year when a n  early summer 
rise may have drirrn the birds from their favorite spots to  seek a higher 
site. There were no Cliff Swallows around them; however, a t  the second 
group, near the middle of the limestone arc, three pairs of Rough-winged 
Swallorvs were playing. One of them for a moment clung to the opening 
of one of the "m~~d-gourds", hut it  moulcl be a risky guess t o  say that the 
Roi~ghwings had hecome squatters in the homes built by the Cliff Swallows. 

Thr  place we visited holds other attractions for the bird student. Spotted 
Sandpipers nlay nest on the island, for we saw them there a s  well a s  up and 
down the river, and two of them in particular seemed to be paired. We saw 
a Red-sho~~ldered Hawk go after a dead fish floating in the river and heard 
his calls later in the day. In a cypress swamp, a little inland from the 
bend above Swallow nluff Island, we found a pair of Yellow-crowned Night 
ITerons ;rncl, further on, a single one. T.hey were withor~t question nesting 
there. Off and on during the day an Osprey delighted our eye and just 
before coming ashore we saw his mate join him and the two went through 
some tamhling in the air, not far above the river's surface. 

Speaking more generally, this section of our State has, in regard to  its 
bird life, been explored but lit t lr  and promises to reward the student who 
c:ln find tfme to search its recesses. The landscape is  charming and suffi- 
cirnt variety occurs in the termin; furthermore. with the completion of the 
Gilhcrtsville Dam, changes affecting bird life will be wrought. The enormorls 
cspnnse of inland water that is to he created. will a t t ract  species now 
stranre to these parts. Unfortunately some of the present habitats, ln- 
clutling some of the old cypress swamps, will be wiped out of esistence, hut 
new ones nvill nrisc along the shores. where island and marsh will be formed. 
C ~ , ~ R I ~ ~ V I ~ . ~ , I ~ ,  >lay, 1941. 

Interesting Days on Reelfoot Lake 
BY C~i.znr.r?s F. PI(.I<ERISO 

Reclfoot Lake is always an interesting place to  go to observe bird life 
anil r~pecial ly  so during earl? srlmmer migration. Knowing this t o  be true. 
Rr~dtly Collier, Lamar Armstrong, and myself spent May 23 through May 27. 
1941. ; ~ t  onr clnh house on Blue Rasin. 

The aftrrnoon of orlr first clay was spent in boats on the hasin to  see 
what one could observe on the water, in the air, and a t  Its edge where there 
is :~lwnys sxw-grass. Chief occrlpants of the air  were Least Terns that re- 
n~indctl me of l a r re  white moths when thry seem to stop motionless in the 
air  nncl t l roppin~  suddenly head down for the small fish they feed on- 
and thry rarcly miqs their target. 3fany Dou1)le-crested Cormorants were 
flying or perched on the dead snags. Very few TVood Ducks were seen. KO 
Sora or  Virginia Rails mere seen, no Blne-winged Teal, no Osprey. Rlack- 
crov~ned Night Ilrron. o r  C1111. RTe did see the nald Eagle perched high on 
a snng in the ilist:~iicc and knowing where he made his home, decided to visit 
him the next day. 



On the 24th we crossed the  basin and leaving. onr  boats a t  the  n luewinr  
Cluh we s tar ted  nor th  on the  old road in the  direction of Walnnt Log. I t  
i s  just oPP th is  roatl. near  Mutl Basin. t\\w miles south or IValnr~t Loq, n7here 
the  Eagle's nes t  has  hcen in a ta l l  cypress for  :I period of forty years, I a m  
told on excellent authority.  

On o u r  s t a r t  up  th is  road we had, we helievcd, nll necessary paraphernalia 
which inclr~ded c:inll)inz irons, rope, both still and  motion cameras,  flash 
bl~lbs.  snalte (lope, footl, ant1 anotlier iten1 \vhicl~ pro\.ed Inter to he quite 
valuable-:L Cocker Spaniel. 3ly dog xvonld flush birds in the  dense cane 
and thic-kcts \vhich we \v\.o~rld not  l ~ l r c  seen othcrlvisc. 

Soon in ou r  t rn rc l  we henrd t l ~ r  c ry  of a Red-sho~~ldc red  1Ia1~1i and in 
a few minutes sl1otted his  n r s t  ~vh ich  contninctl three young. Dudtly Collier 
climbed up. f lushing them out ant1 away. IIo\vevcr, one of the  young sfopprd 
on :L li17ib in :!nother t ree  close hy. Th i s  t ree  was  clim1)ctl. the  hawk ~ n p -  
t111.cc1. rnrrietl in ou r  a r m s  tlic rest  of the clay, hror~=ht  ~ ( I I I I ~ ,  rai::rtl to 
maturity,  and rc~lcascd recently in one of o u r  f:i\.orite swamps near  Clnrksvillc. 

1,c:icina t h r  hnwks ant1 movinr  on \vc s;tw many of the  conlliion birds 
\vr fclt we ::houltl find.-tlic 1:cdst:trt l ~ e i n g  the most corntnon in t h ~ s  thick 
sh :~de  a r m .  )lost o f  o u r  fricntls v r r e  in full sonc ant1 a s  we nr:arr~l the 
hig ncyt we 1len1d t h r  song of  the  Stv;~irison's \'i:irhlt~r and I call :ic..rlrc yo11 
we fclt that iridcrd we 11:ld found s c ~ m e t l l i ~ l ~ .  Stoppiny dead i l l  o ~ i r  tr:~rlcs 
the  bird w a s  ~ u i t c  close I ) r ~ t  not semi r~n:il I rrli.:~srd m y  doc 2nd I10 soon 
had two S\v:~inson's on the  ~novc. n l ~ i c l ~  were easily o1)scrvctl. 1'rt)r:r t h r c r  
to four  were  seen.-ccrt:linly two at  the  r.:ttncx time n l i l t lc In l r r  on  the  
gronntl. The  m:ifinificcnt 1::rgle wns forfinttcn in o u r  sc:irch for 111r nt-t of 
th is  little plain olive-brown wnrhler. 

W e  three  \vould s1)re:tcl out,  more  in a pircn direction thrnr~r-11 t l r ~  w r y  
dense rane .  nlcct in thc  clistnncr, nrltl s t : ~ r t  t h r  snnlc n1:lneuvt.r :ic;ri!i. n ' r  
hunted for s rv r ra l  hours  ;~ncl o u r  resnlts wcr r  one unrornpletctl l~r'. ' ,  torn 
sliirtr.. ant1 a f l c l c ~ ~ ~ n i n n t i n n  to I)e on the  g1.orlntl4 Ih r  next clay n:ltl hun t  
some 111ore. 

\Vr \vcrc t h r r r  the next d:ly ant1 ;iftc>r lllllltillfi for nhollt two 11~111rs. 
S311dtly and 1,a11lar fo1111tl r.hc chompleted nrst .  It:: loc,~:ion W:IS in snt. l~ a 
very dense groxvtli tha t  the. t\\.o hoys \vcre :ifmid to  I r n r r  toar ther  for fear 
they c.oultln't find it :~qnin in thei r  senrch for mr-- I  11:1tl r o n c  off in :~notIirr  
direction. S o  T2:lrnar st:lyrtl on lor;~tion; Rutltly tr:~clcetl me do\vn ant1 soon 
we three were  tngrther :ig:iin. 

I t  m a s  a typic-;tl S\v:~insor~'s nest in dr11se c:~ne-:iI)orlt three  fcrt off the 
jiror~ntl, bnt contained no e rz s .  The  nhsrr1c.c of c ~ c s  tvns a hi% tlia:~ppoint- 
ment. 1)ut we hqd found the  n r s t .  C:lenrinr ont just eno~ igh  cnnr  ant1 hrinrs. 

I s e t  11p nly camera nnrl n~nt lc  a number of rxposllres in hlnck and white 
and in Kod:tchro~nc by rncsans of  f ln s l~  1t11ll)i. I ' i r t ~ ~ r e s  ccr l :~inly  co111d not. 
have been rnntlc in a n y  o t h r r  1v:ty. I sot  ?not1 p i r tn r r s  in I)l;tclc : ~ n d  white 
nnd an  excellent one in Kodnchronle. As the  day \vns dra\vinq to a close 
and o u r  t ime more o r  less limited. \vc drcidctl t o  move on :~nt l  soon realized 
we didn't qllitc know where we were, for in o u r  eagerlless we hadn't. paid 
mucli attent ion to clirect ion anrl hat1 fo~ .g i~ t l en  con~pletr!y the Enfile. I 
climbed to the  top of a s ~ v e r t  gum to  c.hrc.k u p  nnd within forty feet  myas 

the  hip cypress with two immature  Eagles ~ )c ' r ch~d  out on the  limhs. Foliage 
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was so thick that  the two boys had to climb the tree one a t  a time to get 
the view. After locating this tree and seeing the Eagles we were soon on 
our return to the hoats. We again beard and saw the warblers. 

We spent May 26 in our hoats on Blue Basin in search of the nests of 
the Least Bittern. 1210rida Gallinule, ant1 Coot. along the grass. Several un- 
finished nests of the Gallinule were found and one complete nest contain- 
ing five eggs of the Least Rittern, but no Rails were seen. 

An interesting fact to me was that on Slay 12 to 15 of last year (1940) 
Song Sparrows were everywhere along the grass. Not a single one was 
seen or heard this trip. On these dates of last year Sora Rails were thick. 
a few Virginia Rails present. Sora ant1 Virginia Rails had been so close 
to my boat that I had to remove m y  telescopic lens and use a one inch lens 
to photograph them. Also in 1940 several Ospreys were seen, Least Sand- 
pipers, niany Bliie-winged Teals, a few American Bitterns. many Coots. 
Rank. Barn. Tree. and Rough-winged Swallows. Black-poll and Sycamore 
\Varl)lers, several species of Gulls that  I couldn't check and great flocks 
of Black Terns. Ten days later in  May of this year. all of this was missing. 

The morning of our last day was spent in "Crane Town" with Alr. Lem 
DeRerry a s  our guide. H e  knew the place quite well having visited i t  year 
after year. \Ye checked by sight from two to three hundred nests and 
about five hundred I~irds  consisting of American Egrets. Great Blue Herons. 
and Black-crowned Night Herons. Mr. DeBerry said he was convinced that 
we saw fewer nests and birds than he had ever seen and accounted for the 
fewer numbers by the fact that shooters had been to the area and killed 
out many of its occupants. This being the wse,  he said and we knew, that 
if this is kept up there will be no more "Crane Town" in the very near 
future. Let us  hope that something can he done if this report is true. 

If any reader of this article has never visited Reelfoot Lake-take a 
few days off and go for a visit you will never forget. 
C~.~rttiurrr.r.~~. June. 1941. 

IIERON BANDING:-Memphis banders were able to visit a heronry 
below Greenville. Miss.. on May 25 and June 8 and the heronry a t  Aloon 
Lake on June 1. The latter contained chiefly Little Blue Herons and some 
Snowy Egrets. A few American Egrets were previously seen feeding a t  the 
lake's edge and one or two Anhingas and Black-crowned Night Herons soared 
over while we worked, but no nests were noted. At the other heronry the 
snialler birds were uncommon ant1 the American Egret, the most common. 
about reduced In n ~ ~ m b e r s .  This wns probably due to a fire in  1937 
which damaged the buttonbushes and other large shrubs. Each time we 
practically completed our bantling by 11 ,\.If. The number of nestlings 
bandetl: Am. Egret, 1027; Little Blue Heron. 496; Anhinga, 144 ;  Snowy 
Egret, 10% total, 1769.-A few Swifts were trapped June 6. 1941. a t  Palmer 
Hall. Sonthwestern. Five were new, eight were returns from 1940 (including 8 

1938 bird). Ifre were not able to return later. There were no indications 
of nestinp.-B1.v C~PIZI.Y.  



Symposium on Swainson's Warbler 

TIIE  SOSG OF THE S\\'AISSOS'S \V?\RBl,F;I: 

n~ i \ l .~~1 '1 )  CI.I .I~S(,II  

The bentrtifr~l. yrt simple ~ h r a s e  that is  the song of our  Swaineon's 
\Varhler ( L i ~ ~ t ~ r r ~ t l r l ~ ~ ~ ~ i s  srf.fri~tsonr).  \vortl~l scarcely he :rttribrttctI to this bird 
a s  perlorrucxr. if the listc:ncr had to  name it from the  descriptions given in 
hoolis ron rn to~~ ly  ronsr~ltetl l>g hirtl-stl~tlents. As i t  i s  11eal.d in JIarli's Slough 
n e a r  C ln rksv i l l~ .  at  Iteelfoot Lake. and I m:iv :t?sunlr. in o ther  pTrts of 
Tennessee. the  c1elivrr:lncr is  a t  odds xvitll thc pr.il~trtl statements.  There- 
fore. I feel that  a repor t  of the  song \ve hea r  Itlay :lid in t h r  d i s rowry  nf 
this IVar l~ler  elsewhere in o u r  Sts te .  

The  song is  a nirasrlre of four I)rnt.; .rntl rrsrnrhles in its colnpositinn 
very mrtch the  ~vell-ltno\vn "sweet - s\vert . sn.cetcr. Illan - !:\\'eet" of the  Yrllo\v 
\\'arh!er. 1)11t is  ~~l.c~nouncetl  n.itll frill e r l ~ l ~ ! ~ n s i s  011 ear11 bent ant1 \virhotrr 
haste.  A s  to qrlality, the  S\vainson's voice ~.:inlts, i l l  n1y rslinlation. hishest 
among the  \\'nrl)lers. It has  t h r  Louisi:111a JVntcr-thrush's 1.ic.11 tonr  color 
:IS 1iral.d in t h r  nlidtlle of that 1)ird's n i ld  stnnz:l. I~rlt the S\v: i i~~son 's  k w p s  
th is  rountl ant1 t'rtll clu:~lity throc~ghc~rtt his r en r l i t i o~~ .  111 I o ~ ~ ~ l n r s s  only t111* Ovell- 
bird anlong warblers ntay srrrpnss it (tnnliing :tn e\cSerlticin of t11e Cltat. n 111rlc11 
larger b i rd) .  yet one Inrlst 1i~1.n in mind Illat in the s\vnlllr) h:tl)itat of our 
\\'nrh!el.. snrtntls a r r  tlentlenetl. \vI~er~ras  they r ing ollt in tlle l~ i l l g  hornc, o!' thc 
OVQII-l)ir~l. Srlrely. t11r S\v;~inson's \Va~'hlel"s voice. ricll ant1 stronz. r a t~ l~ ic s  \ve:l. 
ant1 it is  not : ~ t  all 11a1.tl to tell the  clil.cction \\'hence it conirs;  never.tlicle?s, t l l ?  

birr1 mag I)econlc e l r~s ivr  \vIirn :~pproached ant1 so create the  fmprrssion thqt 
his voicr helies his -ivllercnl>outfi. 

1)tlring cor~rtsll ip and near  tlre nest t l ~ c  ronlplete .song is ahis t led .  hut 
whrn this Warbler is  ranging for food. o11I.v snntc i~ru  of i t  may be heard;  
rtgain cvrn these a r c  r : ~ s i l y  recognized oi1c.e the  tottc clrl:~litp is learned. An 
rlevntion of about t \ \ cn ty  feet i s  IligI1 for the  Sn:\inson's;  still \ve may hear 
his pcrformnnce. oft rcpc:ttecl. fronl such a pel.ch on ;I lower limb of the 
swamp t r rcs .  I'srially, ho~vevet., Ilr s t ays  witllin six fret  of the  ground and 
feeds either on tlte g ro r~nd  o r  in sl~allorv \vnter. Thus  rnanged. o r  busy on 
the  joh of  building the nest, the rn:~lt> occasio~l;rlly 1111rsts into song. The 
a l a rm call of this species is :tlso rlr~itr  distinrtivc. I t s  "chip". he t t r r  tr:tns- 
1 : t t ~ t l  a s  "tseel)." is I O I I C ' C ~  tI1an e ~ l ) r e s s i o n s  01' tllis type used 1)y othel. 
\Varl)!crs. :tnd has  the rlclality of a hiss. 

So t11er.r is, a f ter  :ill. nothing tli:lirrtlt 01. ~~r l zz l ina  in tile utterances of 

the S\v:~illso1i's \Varblrr.. IIis voice rnny he the  first to g r r e t  yolr on enter-  
ing :I thicket ne:lr a drrp-slucded s n a m p ;  and if the hird has  heen heard. 
there is a fair  c.hnllce to get :I view. if insteat1 of following ant1 chasing. 
you let him tell you of  his moven~en t s  :rnd give diim time to show l~imself.  
CI. . \I~I<S\ II,I.I:. .Tune. 1941. 
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SNAKE IN A SWAINSOX'S WARBLER NFST 

BY CLABI.SCE E. COLI.II-R, JR. 

A pair of Swainson's Warblers were back a t  3Iark's Slough, near Clarks- 
ville, on April 20 of this year, and on June  1 Dr. Chas. F. Pickering and I 
went there to look for the nest and to make pictures of it. We followed 
our custom of going in near the spring that feeds the swamp. Large trees 
darken the place and there is  also enough undergrowth to fill the dwelling 
needs of these warblers. Our eyes still used to the brightness outside, we 
made out a bulky nest in a clump of stout canes. I t  was fastened to several 
stalks, below their leafy tops, and was a little over five feet from the ground. 
I was about to hold a mirror to let us  see thrj inside, when a snake that  lay 
coiled there, raised his head showing much white in a aide-open mouth. But 
in?teatl of a cotton-mouth, a s  I feared a t  first,--they a re  common in the swamp 
itlltl tlisposed to sho\r their cotton-white gorge.-this mas a milk snake 
( t n n ~ p r o p r l t i ~  trirr?tgal?rrn), only about 14 inches long. The white thing in 
his gaping ja~vs  was a pure white egg of the Swainson's \fTarbler! The 
markings of this snake bear some likeness to that  of the copperhead, so that 
I did not know I mas dealing with a harmless kind when I tried to forestall 
t1:e loss of the egg. As the snake drew his head baclc into the nest a quick 
wave of my arm made him turn loose the egg just before he straightened out 
and s!ithered to the ground. The egg was fresh and undamaged; we wipeti 
the snake's spittle from it and left i t  in the nest. The snake showed no out- 
ward sign of 11avi11r gulped any other egqs, but perhaps he had done so earlier 
and hat1 already tligested them. 

Dr. P ic l ie r i l~~:  got set to photograph the bird a t  the nest, but nlthough 
she came cloqe t ~ v o  times during the nest hour and a half. she seemet1 too 
a l a ~ n ~ e t l  to settle clo~r-n. Finally we had to let i t  go with a n  exposure to show 
the placement of the nest ant1 the cane leaves used to the e~:clusion of all 
other a s  material on the outside. \Ye left with hopes that  matters \!.auld yet 
go \r-ell, but in rain. When we \vent baclc on June 8, the nest had been 
forsaltcn and still licl(1 only the one egg we hail retrieved from the milk snalie. 
The birds may have started all over, but we were unable to learn \rhere the? 
hat1 rebuilt. This nest was located not far  from the one found Map 19, last 
year, and described in the December, 1940 .7figrant. CL.\RKSVILLI:. June, 1911. 

NOTES ON THE Sn'AIXSON'S WARBLER AT 3IESIPHIS 

On 3Iay 9, 1941, 1 found a S~vainson's \Yarbler in  Orerton Park. located 
inside the city of Memphis, and i t  remained there throughout the months of 
?.lay and June. I t  sang continuously and i t  is  not known whether or not i t  
nested, a s  all attempts to find the nest there failed. Good nesting conditions 
are  availal~le for the bird in  the park a s  there is  a n  excellent canebrake and 
also tangles and thicltcts. 

On JIay 17. 1911, \vhile at Wolf River just north of Memphis I heard 
and saw another of these Warblers. I t  \s7as heard on every visit to the same 
place afterwards. On June 9 I decitled to look for the nest  and following i n  



the direction of the song, found a large canebrake, which mas unknown to me. 
De Smith and I searched for about a n  hour and finally found a n  old nest 

in a small patch of cane. The nest n-ns similar to the one found a t  Clarlts- 
ville by Mr. Ganier ( . l l igrant,  1940: 111-112). I t  mas located about 311 feet 
above the grot~ntl in  the top of a clump of small cane. About twenty feet 
away in an itlentical position another nest was found. This nest mas very 
oltl and was all but falling out of the cane. The canebrake ~ v a s  on low 
swampy ground and a t  one point touched on \Volf Rirer. 

On June 25, in a swnmpy area between Xorth 1Inr.n Lake and JIud Lnlie. 
on the Tenn.-Miss. state line, just sou t l~  of 3lempl1is. no less than five Swain- 
son's \\'arblers were heard singing. T l ~ e  diflerent birds were on a n  average of 
about a half-mile apart. I made no atten111t to find any nests. 

I hare a s  yet to find a Stvainson's 1Vnrl)ler \vithout hearing It sing first. 
I ts  song is :I unique feature. I t  begins with three IVater-thrush like notes 
going down the scale sligl~tly, then comes n h i c l ~  note follo\vetl by two lower 
notes. I t  is a loud and beautiful song ant1 carries a lor~g distance. On timing 
the intervals between songs I found the t i ~ r ~ e  to range from I0 to 30 seconds. 
when the hirtl was unaware of my presence. When alarmed it  sang every 
6 seconds. The average time tl~origh u-as 12 srronds. . \ I I . ~ I . I I ~ . ; ,  June. 1941. 

S\VAISSON'S \VI\I~I'?LCR NEAR JOIISSOS CITY 

n u  ALIII n+ I.:. IIuor,rr 

On June R. 1911, a group of members of the Johnson City Chapter of the 
T.O.S. ant1 a group of the Teachers' College Fieltl Zoology class visited Rock 
Creek. Ileautp Spot on the Unaka Mountam, ant1 the Li~nestone Cove section. 
for the purpose of studying the bird life there. This ~ r o r ~ p  was composeil of 
the follo\ving: Dr. Jnrnrs T. Tanner, Nnnry Sheetly. Ann Iiing. Eliznbeth 
Dyer, Effie Gee. Bill Pearson ancl the writer. Tanner tlrove one car and took 
one group while Bill I'earson took the other. Tanner's party arrived a t  Iiock 
Creek allend of PP:II.S<I~'s nncl ~vllile waiting. Tanner posltirely iclentifietl a 
flock of 1:ctl Crossl)ill~. I was wit11 Pearson ant1 by the time ~ v c l  got to Iloclr 
Creek the Crossbills \\'ere gone. 

Sl~ort ly  after my arrival. Tanner antl I were sitting hy the side of the 
road wlien we noticctl a bird singing by a small creek across the road. \Ye com- 
mented on the sonq and agreed that  it  soundecl like a Louisiana Water-thrush. 
I t  sang aenin and I became suspicious and started stalking it. I got a fairly 
good look a t  its bacli ant1 definitely decided from i ts  s o ~ l g  and actions that 
It was not a \Vater-thrush. I t  sang several times antl tllcn I came out of tile 
undergro\vlh ant1 a s k ~ d  Tanner what a Su7ainson's \Varbler looketl like ant1 

sountled lilte. I le  in~mctliately remarked that he believetl this bird to be a 
Swainson's, so we started to try and verify our beliefs. Tllr bird woultl sing 

for a while, then quit, and, after being 1)erfectly silcnt for a time. s ta r t  sing- 
i n r  in another place, usr~ally a t  quite a distance. \Ve stnlked the bird for 

quite a wl~ile. u'itholit ohtaininq another view. and finally tlrritled to go on 
to I3eauty S j ~ o t  and stop again a t  Rock Creek a s  we returr~ed in the nftcrnoon. 

We followed this plan nnd when U-Q returned, we found our bird in the 
same locality. This time we organizcd the grorrp and started a systen~atic 
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search for our bird. We could get close, but our quarry would always man- 
age to keep just a few bushes between us  and him. Finally he flew out in  
the open and perched just a few feet i n  front of Dr. Tanner's eyes and aat 
there for several minutes. I was just back ant1 to the left of Tanner and had 
some bushes between the bird and me, consequently. I only saw him a s  he 
flew. Dr. Tanner was positive that  the bird was a S\vainson's J\'arbler. 

Later on in  the afternoon a s  I returned home with Pearson's group, we 
heard another Swainson's Warbler i n  the Limestone Cove section. A Louisiana 
Water-thrush n-as singing just down the creelc from this one and we had a n  
excellent chance to compare the songs of the two birds.-Jonssos CITY, June. 
1941. 

Due to the r~nrlsual attention with which the Swainson's \Varbler sud- 
clellly finds itself rcgarrlrd, we esercise an editor's prerogative in  having the 
last word on this species. In  reviewing the record for this area we go back 
to the 'first 17-ord'-in Tltr .lli{rrrmitt (June. 1931: 2)  when we described the 
snng a s  a "pretty lirluitl 'wee-er, wee-er chre-wee-er'." An infrequent varia- 
tion o f  the last part a s  written i n  our note book was "chee-cllee-wee-er". At 
that  tinie we felt that  the sonR might be easily confuseil with a variation 
riven by the Hooded Warbler. Cut in  the last two seasons since this species 
has become not uncommon. we believe that an inesperienced ol)server might 
pass it by more rentlily a s  a Louisiana Water-thrush. The latter's snng is  lonmr 
and has that. wild beauty that  sets i t  apart and near the top. 

The first record for this area and for Tennessee was by S. N. Rhonds* 
who visited the ytate on n zoologiral field trir) and snent nart of his time 
near T!aleigli. In  the r~eriod from Rlay 8 to May 11, 1895. IIP saw and heard 
~ e v r r a l  and collecteti two in the \Volf River bottoms eight miles northeast 
nf SIclnphis. Ganirr lists this data and his OIVII recortl o f  Septcn~her 17. 
1911. n half-mile \vest of the Tennessee Iliver near Johnsonrille (Tltr. .llirlrnnt, 
1931: 11-12) : also o t ~ r  early recorrls. This sonlmary was a result of the rr- 
cnrtling ( 1 P B 1 : l )  of n nest with three eggs of this snocies talien Blay 21. 
l!ln2, one mile soutli of ,\thens by Ricliarcl Gettys. 

There is a small cane ~ ~ a t c l l  in  the southwest corner of the Orerton Park 
\vootls ant1 it was there that I Ireard and saw my first Swainson's Warbler 
on April 21. 1!129. Tliere \%-as some question of a seconrl singer on the 2ith 
ant1 25th hut on the 26th a secontl hirti was found 90 yarils from the first. 
In 11t30 I found a n  indivitlual there on ~ I n r i l  20 and 27. .I few evenings 
later I listened to i t  sinc almost cnntinr~ously for over twenty minutes. 
Familiarity with the snng was to stand nip in good stead nine years later but 
a t  tho time it r~rcirlurrtl hut two other records. 3Iany a IIoodetl Warbler was 
rhnsed down on the first part of a trip do\x7n the lower T. & 11. 1'. R.R. right- 
of-way on July 2. 1PB0, hut s~~bsequently a Swainson's was found in the thickets 
near a spring. On April 19 .  1931. we found one in the \i701f River bottoms 
northeast of the IIouston Levee Road (1931:6). 

-- - - - . - - - - - - 
Rlionrln. S. X. 1895 Contrthlitlon8 lo the  7100,11,c\ of Tnnnrcsvr S o .  2 Tllr( l*.  Pro,.. 
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On June 22. l!!O!I. \vlri!e tlriring thru the Tombighee bottoms south of 
Ct~liunl)!~~. 3Iiss.. I I~cartl this spfcies on one of my 'listening' stops. I t  was 
recognizetl a t  once ant1 rerifietl 1))' finding the sinqer a fen- feet fro111 the road. 
I vetnrnetl the next niol.ning :~ntl for~ntl it and three others in a stretch of 
2.5 miles. On June 3 I fftr~~n:l one ton miles west of Columbus. 

I.'nrtl~er 1)rool' t !~:~t  this sl~ecies mas Iwroming more conimon (19.fQ:-l8)  
;lrose the follotviri~ yen! \vliri~ o i ~ e  was reported north of G~.ecnwood. Miss. 011 

JIay 26.  l!IlO. ~ v l ~ i l e  in l l ~ c  ?.It.ml~l~is area on April S three \\-ere f o ~ ~ n d  in the 
Loos:~l~:itcl~ie I)orton~s a t  t!~e I): it!ge near X~lington ant1 one a t  the \\'elf Iliver 
:~nd  Cern~nnto\vi~ 1:oatl. On :i return visit to Arlington with Ganier, May 6, 
the birds were not f'ou~~tf. This year tlie first one of the season was the \\'elf- 
Gcrnmntown I)irtl ~ I I I  .\11ril I9  \vhile Tucker ant1 I took tinie out on June 21) 
to find t~x-o a t  t l ~ e  .\rlirlrtnn site. On .\pril 20 one was fount1 near Five Points. 
\\'elf River ant1 the ?Incon Il~lntl. On Ar)ril 27 on$. was found at 1Iacl:'s 
Cross Iload and Xonconnal~ Crerk. sout l~ of Gern~nnto\rn. and one near 
JIicI~igan Cily. IIiss.. 1Iwy. ; and \\'elf Iliver. One \rns 1.erortlet1 a t  Lalierie\v 
on the Firltl Day (11o1.11 I.:rl<e Creek, Tenn., 31ay 1 1 ) .  D~~rdic l i  reports one 
regr~larly at  Mirl~y 1:oad :tntl Xonconnah Creek while T t lc l i~r  dcscril)es above 
one n o r t l ~  of t0n.11 :~ntl f i \ e  111 the .\Iutl 1,alie Area. Several observers have 
reported one in Oret.tcrn I'n1.1; \vl~icli Trirlier found for the census; the other 
recnrrletl then \V:IS near tile t~.;~nsn~ission to\vrr in Ensley bottoms. On our 
Galla\vay-Stanton crnsrls, :I cane patch in :I nootls just off II\vy. 7 0  >ielded 
two adults antl :III i~n~n:iture out of tlie nest. 1)lus a f o ~ ~ r t l i  1,il.d. 

Among the al~ove 19I1 recortls there :Ire a t  least tell localities ~v i th in  
Sl~elby County wit11 one or 111ore singers at  each. The unusual increase in 
recortls ran he attrihntetl to one of three reasons: the species Is 1)ecoming 
more common: observers becoming more familiar with song and habitnt: 
hence niorc suitable localities visited. We are  inclined to the first belief. 
Eugene \\'allace reports that the sl~ecies was common in migration at naton 
Rnnge :~ntl T:~llulal~. Ida. The writer lias been famiilar with the song since 
l!l29-:0 ant1 reatlily recognized it in 1939. The cane patch a t  Ovc>rton Park 
is risitetf on every trip there, frequently in April antl .?rag. The Five Points. 
I,xlierie\~~, and Germantown localities lrare been visited often In the past a s  
hare niany siniil:~r s i t n a t i o n s . - M ~ : \ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s .  June. 1911. 

ADDESD.\ 
In atltlition to the i\t l~ens. Johnsonrille. and Jlernphis Area rccortis re- 

ferret1 to, otlier puhlislietl recortls for Tennessee a re  a s  fol lo~~+s:  
\\'I~ittemore, \\'endell I,. 19;;. Summel Birds of Reclfoot Lnlie. Jour. Tenn. 

Arad. Sci. Vol. S I I ,  1). 125. Recnrtled one July 1 I ,  1936, upper enti of I3ayo11 
clu Cl~len. Also a pair on 31ay 2. 1936. near the Bioloaical Station. 
Ganier. A. F. 19.10. Xesting of the S\\-ainson's IVarbler in Jlitltllc Tennessee. 

Tlie Migrant. Vol. XI I)[). 111-112. T\r70 I)irds near Clarlisville by C!el)sr!~. 
April 28 to June 23, l o l 0 .  IYith nesting data ant1 ~r i r tu re  1)y Ganier. 

Calhoun, John I3. 1911. Notes on tlie Summer Eirtls of I-Iardeman and SIC- 
Nairy Connties. Jour. Tenn. Acad. Sci. 1'01. SVT. 1). 206. Six birds rccortletl 
( f i rs t  t l ~ r e r  collected) a t  witlely scatterect localities a lo~lg the Ilatchle 
Itiver and 3lnddy Creek, in Hardenian County. July 29 to August 29. 1939. 

(Benj. R. Warriner mentions tmo near Corinth. Jliss.-T?IC Iliqr(l?tt, 1940: 37.) 
(See also Chas. F. Picliering's article. this issrle-p. 2.5). 
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June Census 
BY OUR ~ICJIIII.:RS 

Patterned after our mid-winter census, this was the first of i ts  kind 
during the summer season. While i t  did not prove a s  popular a s  the other 
event, now of twelve years standing. we believe i t  can be a s  valuable and a s  
necessary. 'Are will not repeat here our reasons a s  given i n  the March issue 
nor say a t  this time whether the project will be advocated nest  year. But 
the list itself should prove interesting i n  many points, even tho admittedly 
not representative of the state a s  a whole or for the localities worked. Such 
omissions a s  hawks, owls, and even vultures on several lists, and low numbers 
on other species, particularly those not roadside species, will be noted by 
experienced students of distribution. Yet the data  presented gives a fair 
relative cross-section of our bird-life in  southern \Vest Tennessee, with two 
lists from PIIiddle Tennessee, and one from East Tennessee. We want to thank 
those cooperating. We believe such a census mill be of value in  your area. 

The total number of species listed for the state was 9s which includes 
4 species not recorded i n  any individr~al area but rather seen enroute or on 
side trips. A list from the Gt. Smokies might have added about 20 other 
species. The largest single list was 7 2  from 3lemphis. the same a s  recordetl 
last Christmas. More properly the list should be 71  summer residents, elimi- 
nating the Cormorant which nests in the fitate only a t  Reelfoot. 

Xun~hcr  of In~llvirlunla .................................... 184? 4 \ 9  8112 5115 8 2 1  3 Z i  2 5 2  413 
X u m l ~ ~ r o f O h s e r v r r ~  ....................................... 3 5 2 5 1 O 2 1 --- 
Double-cresterl Cormorant .............................. I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Q r ~ n t  Blue Tieron ..................................... .... 1 . 
Amprlcnn Enret .......................................... .... *? . . . . . . . . . . . .  
<:r~son lleron ......................................... 2 . 9  1 I ?  .... 3 .... 
Yellow- rowno nod Sight lleron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  01 . . . . . . . . . . .  

.... TVood LNck .............................................. . . . . . . .  '1 . . .  I 
Turkey Vrllture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 35 10 S 4 2 10 
R l n v I t V u l v u r e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 ' 2  13 1 ... 3 . 7 
Xll~.sls51ppI Kite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  
( ' (~(11v.r '~  IIn~vlt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 .... . . ?  . . . . . . .  
I:e(l-tnlled Ilowk ....................................... 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I?e(l-shouldered Ilnwk . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  1 .. . . . . . . . . . . . .  
rlrond-wlnaed H n a k  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  1 . . . . . . .  3 .  

Klnp Rall .............................................................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I<lllule~r ................................................ 7 2 8 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
IVoorl< ork . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ... * I  . . . . . . . .  1 .... 
L c n s t  Tern ............................................ 10 1 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
M o u r n l n p D o v e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  27 18 14 1 S i  3 4 10 
Tnl low-ht l ledCuckoo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 4  R 4 7 2 5 5 3 
narnOw.1 ..................................................... 01 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Chuck-alll's-wldow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 . . . . . . .  3 . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
N l ~ l ~ t h a w k  .......................................... 9 .... I 1 6 . . . . . . . .  2 
C l i l m n r y S w l l t  ........................................... 3 6  6 24  7 36 R 13 9 
R u b s - t h r o n t e r l l ? u m m l n ~ h l r ~ I  ........................ 3 4 .. 1 . . .  3 1 1 
nel ted Klnsflsher ............................................. 1 *I .... 3 . . . . . .  4 .... 
Flicker ............................................................... 20 1 1 2 6 3 2 4 
IJllentedW'oodpecker ...................................... 1 ... 2 . .  2 1 .... 
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l ln l ry  \Yoorll~t.r Icrr .................................... 
I j ~ \ v n ) '  \Yoo<i~,e lcer ........................... 
!iIIlRl~irrl .............................................. 

............................ Crv-Letl F l y r a t r h r r  
I'Il,,l.ll~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
A *  n-ll:tn I,'l?, ntvllrr  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
\'<on.I P~.n-r.r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
l'r:%lrle I l o r 1 1 ~ < 1  l.nrlc ... . . . .  
I : o u ~ l ~ - ~ ~ ' l n ~ - r ~ l  S\%.allo%\- . . . . .  
I n l l  . . . . . . . . . . . .  

........................ I'lrrl~lo 5l:ttlln . . .  
H:lr,~ J : I ~  ............................ 
i r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
: roI t1 :1  ' l 1 1 I : l  . . . . .  

......... Tut'tc,l Ti1 rn<,tl.;<* 
\ V l l l ~ ~ ~ - l ~ r r n a l r ~ . I  S l l t l l n t ~ ~ l i  . . .  
Ire\\ l a  I;'* \V~-r,n ................... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cnrollnn \\'re11 
1 I n i r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
: 1 r 1  ............................. 
1iroa.n Thrnshcr  . . . . . . . .  
I:ol,ill ........................... . . . .  

............. \Vooel Thr11sI1 
l i l l l ~ l ~ l r ~ l  ................ 
lIlu.*-crny Cnnlr.nt,.her . . . . . .  
r i  .................. 
Slnrlins: .................. 
\\lilt,.-,~yr.tl V1rr.o . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Yrllnm-tl irnntr~l \*lrro . . . . . . . . . .  
I?crl-ryell Vlt r o  .......................... 
\V:trhlirl): Ytr#.n ................................ 
I I I h i t  n r r  . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I ' r r ~ r l ~ o n ~ ~ t ~ ~ r y  \\ 'nrhlrr 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  B\\n ln*ol~ ' s  \Vnrl,lvr 

\Yorr:l-rnttr:!: \\ 'nrl,ler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Inn ,  uln \\ nr l)lt'i. 
................ Yi.llt,rv \!':1rl8lt.r 

Sy, ;irrlorr \Vnrl~ler . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I ' l n ~  \V:lrhlrl- .......................... 

. . . . . . . . . .  I'rnlrlo \\ 'nrhlrr 
. . . . . . . . .  La. \Vnter-I II~USII 

I<r~ntrlrl<). \Varl,lrr ..... 
31d. Y c ~ l l o ~ v - ~ l i r o : ~ ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Yrllo\v-l,rcn-trrl Chnt  . . . . . . . . . . .  
I t o o ~ l ~ d  \Varl,lrr . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .... 
1:c.d-tart ...................... . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I:nall%h St>arr~,tv 
3Irr~domlarlc ...................................... 
I : r l - \ l l l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Orc hnrrl O r l o l ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I:nltirnorc O r l r ~ l r  ................ . . .  
Ilronze<l G r ~ r k l t *  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
(:owl>lrd ........................ . . . . . . . . . . .  
Rr.:irlrt T n n n c e r  ..................................... 
S t ~ n i n i e r  T ~ n : t r r r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
t r n  ............................................ 
In<lrl;o n u n t l n p  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Pn1ntf.11 U : r i ~ l l r ~ ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

............................................. UIr I;rlri-el 
l l l 1 1 l 1  ................................................ 
T o ~ v l i r c  ..................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Grnnshopper Spnrro\\' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Rnvtlmnn's S p n r r o s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Chlpplnr: Spnrrow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

................................ 1:lol~l Snnrrow 
............................................................ Sonk Sparrow ---- 

Sot  ~nr l r rded  In to ta l s :  outsirlr Rrrn. + r%rev!mtrs 
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.?IEXPHIS:-May 30, 7 to 6:30; sunny; temp. 75 to 88. Southern out- 
sliirts, from Airport to transmission tower a t  Miss. River in  Ensley bottoms. 
incl. short walk to Nonconnah Creek and in Piney TVoods; Riverside Park; 
wharf; N. 2nd. St.; \Volt' River bottom NE of Payne Ave. (on foot). 40 miles 
by auto, 4 on foot. Also Overton Park lawn and Soutli\vestern campus a t  
G:30 (160 Robins). Compiler alone. Also Robt. Tucker on foot 3:30 to G:00. 
same park and campus (no tluplicate records) and Joe Mason on foot 5:30 
to 6:30 P.M. in  vicinity of Mason's dairy. end of \iralnut Grove Road. Most 
of Robins, Chickndecs, and Titmice were in  Overton Park. 81 Dickcissels in 
Enslep bottoms (as  far  a s  we went).  The Cormorant was undoubtedly a 
s t r~ggle r .  Special localities visited for Prairie Horned Lark-Airport, one 
Iienrd singing, others undoubtetlly present; Barn S\\7allow-unsuccessft~l, the 
annual nesting site since 1936 ( T h e  dl igrnnt.  p. 69) was occupied Map 11 but 
on the census a n  English Sparrowr was perched on the nest when I inresti- 
gated ; Painted Bunting-five regular locations visited but faithful "6-C" 
was only one recort1ed.-Ben Coffey.-CF1IC1US1i\\' BLUFFS NOS. 3 & 1:- 
June 15: sunny; temp. 71 to 81. Two groups a mile each on foot along 
Chicliasaw Bluff No. 2, working from ear11 end; state hwy. 59 from Richard- 
son's Landing to Randolph to Burlison. Time 10 to 2:30. (Then outside 
census area to Cnvington to Nenning ant1 towards Fulton, account only 
bridge.) 5 mi. Tfr of Fulton on road and two miles on foot along Chicltasaw 
Bluff No. 1 with two parties but over same route. 20 miles by auto, not 
incl. retracing and detouring, and 6 on foot. Dickcissels a t  Hwy 51. Barn 
Owl mns seen just before dusk, flying low across highway-street intersection 
in Covington. Chickasaw Bluff No. 2 was the site of a Bank Sm-allow colony 
reported by Audubon in IS20 (see The Jligrnnt, 1910. p. 60.) Since Burt 
Monroe of the K.O.S. advised Mr. Ganier this species i s  now nesting a t  
IIentlerson. Iiy.. me planned this trip to searrh for them. No current signs 
were observed but slim clues from residents make occasional check-ups 
advisable. The Barn Sxvallor\? was flying among a few Rough-wings a t  the 
base of Bluff No. 1.-Ben Coffey, Jr.. John Pond, Demett Smith. Robt. Tucker 
(Memphis) nncl Albert F. Ganier (Nashville).-GALLA\fTAP-STANTON:- 
June 29. 6:20 to 1 and 5 to G; Runny; temp. 79 to 92. Gallan7ay. on foot 
within 1 mi. E. of town, back roads to Hwy. 59. N. to Braden. I-Iwp. 70 to 
Mason, stopping a t  cane brake N. side. just \V. of Tipton Co. line (4 Swain- 
son's incl. 1 juvenal), N f V  to near Covington. SE via Tabernacle and Charles- 
ton to Stanton; evening, Hwy. 70. Stanton to Gallaway. 55 miles by auto. 
.I on foot; obserrers together. A female Wood Duck and a n  immature 
Yello\v-crowned Night Heron seen in burnt-over Hatchie bottoms E. of Sllepp. 
outside census area. if'oodcock fluslied i n  Loosahatchie bottoms. E. of 
Arlington, N. of Hwy. 70.-Ben Coffey, Jr .  and Robt. Tuc1ter.-CHTCIC*\SA\i' 
FOREST:-June 22, 5 to 11 and 4 to 6:30; sunny, temp. 74 to 96. Bethel 
Church, Tir. on Hwy. 100, then S. & W. to Lake La Joie. 3 mi. on foot around 
the lake, E. on Hwy. 100 to Lake Placid, S. along ridge thru oak-hicltorp-pine 
to Hmy. 105; (after trip to Henderson, Reagan. Saltillo, and return) back 
to Lake Placid and cabin area, then \i7. on Nwy. 100 to limits: only recrea- 
tional and dam area visited a t  Lalie Placid. About 30 mi. by auto. 3 on foot. 
Observers together. Absence of the Bachman's Sparrow was noteu.orthy, con- 
sldering there were suitable areas. The Scarlet Tanager was recorded by 



Alice Sniith. Two King Rails were  a t tempt ing to convoy 6 young (about 
10-11 days  of a c e )  across Hwy. 100, 1  mi. E. of Henderson when we happened 
along. One young was  bandetl. Other species not listed but  recortlcd enroute  
to  Saltillo were: Ha i ry  \Voodpecker, 1 ;  Purple  Martin,  7;  Re\\-ick's \Vren, 
-3 rerortls; Starl ing,  R ;  1~ro thono t~ t .y  \Yarl,Ier. 1; Rronzed Grackle. 1 ;  a lso  
T0\\~11ec. 1. nexr Ileagan. In t he  Forest itself we  recortleci ? Parula  Warblers  
i n  t h e  willows a t  Lnlie 1.x Joie the  evening pievious. In t rn s i r e  field n-orli 
f rom 5:30 to 7:30 on J u n e  31 yiel(1t.d nl)ortt t he  s.inle relative results  a s  \\-ere 
obtained on the  census.-311. ant1 1Irs.  13~11 Cof f~y .  Jr.. ,\lire Stnitli. Itoht. 
Trtrker, and  Re11 \I'elrli ( J Iemphis)  RIICI l l r s .  C. '1. Darefield (SorTolti. Ya.). 
-- S.\\'2\NN.lII:-July 4. 1?:51l l o  ;:30, ten miles on foot out  II\vy. 69. re- 

t u r n  1  mile;  6 to 6:?0, town and  fer ry  Iandine. 1 mile on  font. IIeavy rnins 
previous niclir. l i r l ~ t  ra in  in A.M., stopping :it 12:50, occas inn~ l  sprinkle ant1 
overrnst niost crf  af ternoon; temp. 77. S in re  visi t  on JInrch 2 6 .  l!ILlR. f i rst  
.; miles ~ve l l  I~r~il!-111). Inst scrt ion well \voorled hut prnctirnlly all pine cut 
nitt. Some evidenre of past  fires. 1.istit1~ of Iled-eyeds and \Varl~lers below 
nnrn~a l .  S tar l ings  were l ~ u n ! i n ~  n roost in town.-Den Cnffey. Jr..- 
CIt.\C;C:IT: 11OPI':-.J1tly C. 4:" to  4 ;  part  cloudy. Inclutl inr Pine  bluffs, valley 
nf T~1rn1)1111 1:iver :lnd Treanor  fnrm. Cnoper's I I a w l ~  nes t  held 3 younq.-- 
r ' :~ t l~er ine  l l ~ i ~ l e t ~ s o n .  J n l ~ n  D. Cal l inr t~~.  .l. 1'. Gnnier, Artl iur . \IcIlr~rr:~y. 3Ir. 
and 31rs. G. R. Jlnyfirlrl. Geo. 3Iayficltl. Jr.. \Vm. Sirnpson. :111tl \V. R. Spoffortl 
~S:I~~I~~~~P).-~I,~\R~~SYIT.I,I~:-JII~~ 19. 7:211 lo 5:211; r l ~ i i . :  temp. 70 to -- 
8 I :  weqt \vinrl. I?roni cn1111e only. Crtr~iberlxti~l River-1 mt., Itell I t i ~ ~ r - 1  ri~i., 
\\'est i'nt.li Ctrclc-2 tni. .\ ~11cri:il ser71.rI1 c n s  111:irIr fol- rie::ts wit11 tlir 
folloning r r s ~ ~ l t s :  Cr ren  llei.r~n, 2 (& 2  nest l ings) ;  I'cllon.-l)illetl Crlckoo, .I; 
.\rn(Iian I~~lyrntc . l~er ,  2 2  (&: 1 2 ) ;  \Voo(l Tl~rr:slt, I :  \V!~ite-eyer1 Vireo, 1 :  
I'rntlinnnlnry \\'nrhler. 3 (S:  1) ; Cartlinnl. 10 (&  C )  ; Intlizo Buntine. ? 
f &  1 ) .  .\:.:(I :: yntlnp Spa r r r~ \ r  JTn\vli~ nntl 1 yortn:: \Vood Drtclc \\.ere rerortlerl. 
N e s l l i n ! ~ ~  :il!rl yorlnp not ir .cl~tt l~rl  in list.-.lI:'rrtl Clcbsc.11. S r .  2nd Cl:lrenre 
1 i I - - I : T . ' I I T :  - J n  7 ,  6 to 1 :  n ?  2 :  7 to ; clear: 
Icl!111. to 7.7. Reed f:!~.tn :ilnnr Zoni.inr 1'111.1( C~.crlc. 1,irl; CreoIi. Rny's 
S!!.--\\'illi~ Tt11t11 Rerll. 

JIKS! i'lll!; A TIC;\ : -I'icl(l nnr l i  hy Ertrtlicli. Jlnson, l'~~c.!:ei.. \f-c.;c!i. nnd 
ot1ir1.s was  :~?livt>l:: ~ t n c I e t ~ t : ~ l i ~ n  th is  season. 0111. o\vn P:II.;:: n ~ f , r l ! i ~ ~ s  t~ , i ; l s  
1:) Ovcl'toll P;ti'li \VCI.P i~1111nst lnrle tn not'~ii:iI. n1 Iea?t tlitl'ine !l~<.:-.l t , f  t l 1 0  

t i ~ i s r ~ ~ I i ( ~ i i s ,  : i r t r~ .  I I:L]IFP r111!.in~ t!ir 11:i::I two ye:~t.s. , . \St~r tlie 1~.:~111 T ) : I ~  
on J1?y 11 Innst (,I' ortr wnrlc \vns (lone ot:t rrf' I!);. i r i inir~liate JIr!l~lj',i:< ~c:.!'i- 
!nl-?-. .\ i'rw ite;ils of inrr;..st on nuis1 nl' l l ~ c . : ~  tt'ilrs will be fnr~nrl in r ~ ~ ; i i -  
Inrnts  acc~on~l~nr iy ine  rens!ts c1:11:t elsr\vhrt.e in t h i s  iss~~c.-On J:;i~.r!i L ' I  S!rs. 
('nft'r-y nnd I visilcrl olrl T:r.y's airl)ort and 1)esirles t l ~ e  .I Uplnntl I'lovers \vhic.ii 
~vr. l~a t l  11opetl to  see we for~ntl n (:olrlcn Plover. tlie only one of t he  srnson. 
\f'e were  ahle to  apl~rnnc ' l~  very closely in n rat., rtsing th is  nietlioci nlso in 
:~ t tenipt ing  to  pliotograpl~ tlie I-plnncls on la ter  dates.  rlurtlick visited t l ~ r  
fic!~l early t11r I I P Y I  tnorninr  2nd sx\v tile Gnll?en an11 nlsn n Short-rnrerl Owl. 





MILAN AREA: F i r s t  impressions hased chiefly on casual observations 
dur ing other aorlc, very l i t t le actual field stucly; largely on 0l.clnance Plant 
s i te  E of town and on Inotor t r ips  to o ther  par ts  of Gibson county; period 
March 05-July 00. Best 17ind: IIorned I~ar l t s .  8 recortls, April I2  thrrt July 
12, singing birds a s  late a s  J u n e  2!1, over cs tens ivr  open areas  1: of tolvn to  
county line. both sitles h i g l ~ ~ v a y  10-1; grortr) of -5. J u n e  08, ant1 3. July  1 2 ;  
give every evitlence of 1)reeding. General Impression: Rirtls uniformly scarce 
th ru  orlt t h i s  section ovrr  the  prriotl, c o m ~ a r e d  to ~)ersonnl  esperience a t  
Nasltville. Pretlominant birtl voice of t l ~ i s  countrysille is the  song of the  
FtIeatlo~~~larlc. Blue Jay,  l3ewiclc's Wren, Iie~l-\vitlg. Kinghirfl. Orchnrtl Oriole, 
: ~ n d  Flicker a r e  more comlnon t h a : ~  nt home. Very Selv nests fortntl; JIorlter 
b n i l t l i n ~  April 2 6 ;  J a y  b u i i t l i n ~  April 12; Ct.~vicl<'s \\'re11 on 5 eaas  in a 
barn, &lay 30: Robin. 2 young rcnc:y to leave a nest. J u n e  2.5: n o r r  a l ~ o ~ t t  
5 feet  up  i n  old Cartlinal nest  i n  sapling. T!lu two squabs left J r ~ l y  3. untlis- 
turbed by long line of n-oi.klnen 1)nssins to tinlc cloclis twice tlaily. Starlinqs 
o u t  of nests 1)y Nay  1 ;  clcfinitely Se~rel. tllmi in n~itl t l lr  Tennessee; a l ~ o u t  one 
pair  per blocl; i n  tomn, seltloni seen in country. 

hligration r:lost t1isapl)ointing. eve11 in tolrn's f ine s!l:\tle trecs and sllr111). 
1)ery. Arrivals: n lue  Jay. r \ ~ r ' .  10. f1orl:s; I<i~rrltirtl Xpr. 12; Orrh:~rd  Oriole. 
Apr. It;; Cntbirtl, Apr. 18. Only one nnl!inlore Oriolr. 3I;ty 1 ;  no nests nnterl 
i n  th i s  section, a l t l ~ o  loolietl for rrhile t r e r s  were 11:ll.c. Purplc I'inclt, flock 
12, Apr. 11; \-eIlf)\v JVarI~ler, .\l)r. l c ,  17. l y .  (~!ilY; 2olie l)~.erfl  ( ? I .  IT'tlite- 
cro~vncd S I I R ~ ~ O I Y S  in  song, las t  weeli of :\pril; Solitary Snnrlpil)rr frrqttent!y 
notetl Apr. 8 th rn  27. countrysitle generally. \Vhitr-e::rrl Virro. Apr. 11 anrl 15, 
town shrubbery. no mnre until J u n e  05 and still scarre  nntl loral. S\vi!'ts. none 
seen Apr. .5 on tlrive to ?;ashville; r e tu rn  on  7th s h o ~ r ~ r l  a SPW over every 
town. Drlring Nay  Chuck-~vill's-\ri(low sang  ~nrtrl i  a t  l ~ i r l ~ t  Imt srcmetl to 
s t o : ~  ent i r r ly  !)y mid-June. P11nel)e noted :it a few britlzcs -\PI'. 5 nnrl 8. not 
f'ollo\veri 1111; Tomhre common in  suitable cover all al)nllt \Iilxn anrl WPS!- 

ward to Trenton, a s  well a s  N to Eradford. Pra i r ie  \Vnl.l)!er, n ! : ~  ~incinr:, 
bushy hillsitle 2 miles S of nradforrl ant1 same  I miles S of 31cTJen~oresville, 
Carroll county. May 13. A fine nlale Ea rn  S ~ r . a l l o ~ ~ *  Jlny 20 nrnr  3Iil:ln. 
I'ollo\vin~: sper i rs  surprisingly scarce: Crow. Sltril<e. 1 1 n ~ l i ~ .  r i r rns ,  Rrrl- 
hentletl TVoodprclier ant1 Chat.. Sparro\t7 IIawlis noted singly in three  locnlities 
only; t ~ v o  f in r  Rerl-tails :it \Vhitthorne. mitl-J!~ly; no o\vls :it all. I>irlicissc!s 
few, only in hottom lands  choltcd wit11 Johnson grass ;  still in sonq J t l ly  22. 
Doves ant1 n r ~ l ) - ~ r l ~ i t r s  present in  cnnsit le~~nl)lr  numt)ers throurhout.  T3laclihirtl 
and Swift roosts alrenrly well unrlrr\vny.-II.\I:I:Y C .  31.0~1i.  .\vocn St.. 
Nnshville. 

NETT' CHAPTER OFFICERS 
3Iurfreesl)oro:-TI. 0. Todd, Jr . ,  pres.; Claude ShacltlQtt. vice-pres.; Robert 

Ducl~worth ,  sec'y.; George Davis, memher T. 0 .  S. board of directors. 
NasI~villc:-Dr. IValter 31. Spofford. Ires. ;  Ecl~rartl Schreil)~!.. vicr- pres.; 

Mrs. E. 11. Xhernnthy. set.-treas. 
Clal~l;sville:--Dr. Cllas. I?. Picliering. Ilres.: Alfred C!cl)scll, ser.-trens. 
Meeting dates  of our  local c l~ap te r s  remain a s  published i n  previous issue?. 
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MISSISSIPPI KITE AT NASI3VILLE:-While in a golf tournament a t  
Shelby Park. Nashville. I had the opportunity of watching a Mississippi Kite 
soaring overhead for about three minutes. The bird was a t  a height of about 
200 feet and over the woods near the 17th tee. This was about 11:30 A.M. 
on June 12. 1941. the second day of a three clay tournament. I was unable 
to keep a S I I P C ~ R I  lonkout for it and did not see i t  again. I have seen this 
species often a t  hfemphis.-AI~TIY I31.1tnrc.~. JR., R. F. D.. Germantown. 

BALD EAGLE NOTES:-On Jan. 13. 1941. I took a boat trip on Reelfoot 
Lake from Samburg to \lralnut Log and return. While going through Grassy 
Bend a few scattered Bald Eagles were noticed on the cypress trees. Upon 
returning through this area 10 Bald Eagles were counted-3 adults and 7 
immatures. There was no mistake in  this number for they Clew from Grassy 
Bend to ZIorse Island in front of the boat. I was very much surprised and 
Pleased to find such a relatively large number on Reelfoot Lake.-While 
making a n  evaluation survey of Open Lake on Jan. 28, 5 Bald Eagles were 
observed perched in the tops of the large cypress trees around the north 
and west side of the lake. During the survey we traveled by boat, which 
afforded a n  excellent opportunity to make a fairly close observation of the 
birds. There is  no way of determining whether or not these a re  a part of 
the same birds that I observed on Reelfoot Lalce several weeks before. It 
may also be interesting to note that literally hundretls of ducks were utilizinq 
Open Lake. The greatest per cent of these were Lesser Scaups. Large 
numbers of Black Ducks. Canvas-backs. Ring-neckeds. and Teals were also oh- 
served.-On Dec. 11. 1940, I had the pleasure and privilege of banding a n  
immature Bald Eagle. This eagle was captured near Covington by a group 
of coon hunters in the Blississippi River bottom. I t  was understood that  these 
sportsmen surprised the bird while i t  was feeding on a young pig. I t  was 
captured and kept in  captivity for several days by a n  individual who lives 
approximately 10 miles southeast of Covington. When the bird was banded. 
it appeared to be in  perfectly goocl condition.-AI.RERT J. MARSH, Dept. of 
Conservation. Nashville. 

E~i~,ro~c's No.rr::-These reports of Mr. Marsh a rc  most encouraging. 
while  it woultl he difficult to say what proportions of these were wintering 
birds and local residents, we can hope that our American Eagle i s  making a 
come-back here in the Mississippi Valley. Members of the T.O.S. would do 
well to spread the information that complete protection for the Bald Eagle 
was provided by an Act of Congress. signed by the President. June 16, 1940. 
This act provides that "persons taking. possessing, or dealing in nald Eagles" 
will be subject to a fine of $500, or up to six months' imprisonment, or both. 



PIGEON HAWK AT MEMPHIS:-Our dairy 1s located about two milea 
east of tlie city limits. On Sov. 13. 1940. I saw a male of this species (Falco c. 
c.olrct~thnricr\) perchetl on n fence post a t  our place. As I watched he caught a n  
English Sparrow and flew thru a n  old barn nearby. The nest time I saw 
him mas on Nov. 2 1  when I was standing on a creek bank a s  he flew down 
tlle creek. passing within about 20 feet of me. I particularly noticed the 
broad tail bands and the blue-gray color of the upperparts. IIe flew fast 
and did not sail a t  all. On Nov. 3 Burdick was on one of his  isi its bere and 
saw what was evidently the same individual. On Dec. 1 I saw the hawk coming 
thru the woods. The birds scattered immediately and a moment later he 
stopped in a n  elm near me. The distinctire markings were plainly visib!e. 
I crept up closer and studied him well before he took flight. Evidently he 
did not see me a s  he flew past me and again down the middle of the small 
creek or ditch nearby. Earlier that morning Mr. and Mrs. Coffey and Robt. 
Tucker joined Burdick and myself in a n  unsuccessful search for it.-JOE 
MASOX, Ju., Memphis. 

SC-IRCITY OF RUBY-THROATED ITClI31ISGI?IIlDS I N  JOITSSON CITY: 
-For three successive summers, my niotl~er an11 I I~nva fell I i r ln~n~inrbirds  
by lnenns of ~netlicine vials holding s\veetened \vatel.. On the open entl of 
tllese vials we coristrtlcted imitation flou7er petals hy using small \\-ire and 
flo~.ist's foil in clifferent colors. \Ve have nineteen of these imitation flowers 
across the end of our front porcl~ and every (lay, in past sunlnlers. we \voultl 
have to refill these bottles a t  least once and on many (lays we llatl to fill 
tllenl tliree times. \Ye hare seen a s  many a s  seven of these little mites a t  
these feeders a t  one time. 'Fhis season on 'Ipril 20, one bird \\'as seen feed- 
ing from our flower garden and there has not been another one seen there 
since. ant1 this is being written on the twenty-second of July. \Ye thought 
that perhaps the sweetened water liad become sour and we cleaned the bottles 
out and filled them with a fresh misturr.  a11 to no avail. There has been 
exactly one bird a t  those feeders since we put tllem up in the s l~ring.  I have 
seen very few IIummingl~irtls on my field trips this spring and summer, and 
this scarcity must have been caused 1)y late cold snaps. I hare noticetl also 
that Red-eyed Vireos and Yello\r \\'arblers and other small birds have not 
been a s  plentiful this year a s  in former years. I aoultl be interested in 
he:tring from otller observers on this situation.-.41.11~1t~ E. HYIIPR, Johnson City. 

CERULEAN \VXRBLERS SU&IJIEIIIXG NEAR VEMP1IIS:-Gn June 25. 
1911. \crhile looking for birds with Norman P. IIill and Ricliarci Cower dn\vn 
from IIarvarcl University. I itlentifietl the first Cerulean JVarblers (Dt~ttdrolc~fr 
t I r1r11,tr) seen ncar l l ~ n ~ l ) h i s  during the summer months. They were in n 
1ie:kvily \vootlecl area in the hottoms betlveen Sorth Horn I.nl;e and Jfutl Lalre. 
This 1s on the Tcnn.-Miss. State line al)out 9 miles south of Jlemphis. The 
\varblel.s \vcre stLen near :i creek \vhich runs thl.ourti the \vooilland between 
t l ~ c  two lalies. Tlle bil.tls st;xyed about half way u p  in the larger trees. 
'rllrce males ant1 two females \rere seen anrl tlie nlalcs were Ileartl singing 

often. Al)nr~t tliree of the birds \\'ere on the Tenn. sidr of the line. No 
doubt t h ~  I\-orblers f l y  back and forth across the state line in their daily 
wanderings. There are  many larpe trees suc l~  a s  Sycamore, Oali, and Gun1 
whicll afforded ample nesting places for the birds. No nests were found 
althongh the u.arblers probnl~lg nest Ilere.-Ro~r~-~tr Tcc.h'r.n. ?rlcmphis 



4 0 THE MIGRAYT 
- -  - -- June 

NESTING OF THE WORM-EATING WARBLER NEAR NASHVILLE:- 
On June 1, 1941. I found a nest of this warbler containing 5 eggs with incu- 
bation 5 days advanced. Although this species occurs a s  a regular summer 
resident in the ravines of the Highland Rim ahout Nashville. i ts nest is  
difficult to find,-so much so in  fact that  tlie present record was my first. 
I t s  location was 12 miles N.Itr. of Nasl~ville in a ~voodetl ravine which opened 
into the valley of Marro\trbone Creek. The nest was on the ground. about a 
third of the way up the steep hillside and I n n  feet fro111 the nearly dry rreek- 
bed in the ravine below. The hillsicle was wooded with I~ardwoods nnder 
which was a scattered underp;rowth and tlierc was a thin growth of aootlland 
plants on the ground. 

The nest was tnclced under a small tlrift of leaves that hntl lorlced above 
the roots of growing plants and was reatlily seen at  sortie distance a s  a 
round dark pocket under the leaves. There was no arching ahnve of the 
nesting materials, a s  in  the case of the Oven-birtl, hut the tlrift of leaves 
above i t  served the same purpose. The nest \\-as a fairly compnct affair. 
colnposeti esternally of tree leaves, some slcelelonized and nlnny with the 
stems on, ant1 a few rootlets. I t  was thinly lincd nit11 the red flower stallts 
of the green moss that gren- on the rocky outcrop in the gully helon7. The 
eggs were white, marltecl with small and medium specks of redclish brown 
sparsely distributed over the eggs elcept a t  tlie larger end they were 
thickly clustered so a s  to form an ill-tlcfinetl wreath. They most resemble 
those of the Icentnrky Warbler but are  sn~aller.  

The nest was fount1 by my flushing the hirtl at n d i s t a n r ~  of 7 feet a s  I 
slowly climbed the slnpe. She mas abnormallv rgitatccl and nervous. the cause of 
which will be e~pla ined  further on. The hirtl roasted down tlie slope 10 feet. 
fluttered on a yard further and came to a stop undcr some green leaves a t  
the foot of a sapling. I stood ~ra tch ing  her for several minutes and she did 
not move, the whole performance being abnormal for R warbler being flus!lQrl 
from i ts  nest hy a human being. Finally, I turned my head and located the 
nest opening on the slope a h o ~ e  me ant1 a foot helow it. the cause for the 
bird's nervousness. There, with head extended and with i ts  course laid 
directly toward the nest, was a box turtle. The narbler  hat1 heard the 
s t ~ ~ . l t l i y  approach of the reptile and w-11en flnshed had berome highly nervolls 
from the strain. 

Carrying the turtle away, I returned in an hour and fomd the parent 
sitting serenely. She permitted photographing a t  a distance of 3 fcet and did 
not leave the nest until I had caressed her with a leaf-tipped switch. She 
then arose, glided 30 feet down the slope and on away into the ~rootls below. 
As she sat upon the nest. her hack anti tail showed uniform green in rolor 
but her head was conspicuous with i t s  s i s  buffy yellow stripes separnted hv 
dark lines. The only previous nest record for Tennessee was of one foulld 
by E. BlcNish. 15 miles N.E. of the present location. and which on l l a y  7 .  
1922. held 5 fresh eggs (see Tl'ilsnir R I I ~ . .  1933. 3 5 :  ~ > - ~ ~ ) . - A I . I ! ~ R T  F. G.\\-rr I!. 

Nashville. 

"\ITHISPER SONG" OF A PINE WARBLER: While collecting birds i n  the 
pinepalmetto barrens on June 12. 1911, about a mile northeast of \t7ayrross. 
Ga.. the n-riter heard a delicately varied but m11c1l suppressed song. Before long 
i t s  owner was Pound to be a Pine Warbler (Dcrrr lro irn p. p i l ? ~ ~ . ? ) .  working along 



the boughs and among the neeclle clusters of a fair-sized long-leaf. Although 
the species was common in the vicinity. this bird's identity was made certain 
through 8x30 binocr~lars. The song recallcd that of the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
and indeed was equal to the gnatratcl~er's in  quality and esecution. I t  was 
repeated several times. IIence this "whisper song", barely ar~dible, was 
superior in  effect to the ordinary trill of this warh1er.-A re\-few of the 
literature on hand yieltls no instance of whisper-singing in this species. 
Chres~s7ell Hunt, in his paper "The Pine Warbler's Sonq" (Attdrtbon A?~?tltnl 
Bft l lat in.  No. 19: 5-7. 1928). writes consitlerahly on the voice of this warbler 
but mentions nothing other than i ts  "monotonorls little trill."-Bird species 
linomn to sing in a n  untlertone, from the personal observation of Jfrs. F. C. 
Lasltey, a re  listed in her article "Whisper 9ongs and Night Singing ( . l l i { ~ m i t t .  
6: I-?, l9X5). \Vatchfulness for new records of this type of singinrr war: 
thus encouraged.-ROI~I.I~T Nonrrrs, Tifton. Georgia. 

HARRIS'S SPARROW I N  SHELBY COUNTY:-On Dec. 2% 1939. svhen 
snow and ice covered the ground. I caught a peculiar looking sparrow amonR 
a group of 6 White-crowns and TVhite-throats. While being removed from 
the trap lie got away. On Jan. 2, 1940. I caught what was evidently this 
same individual again. IIe was banded a t  once and taken to the house for 
checking against clescriptions and illustrations of sparrows. The bird was 
the size of a Fox Sparrow with a peculiar scaly head effect. His breast was 
spotted with blaclc and his upperparts mere light grayish brown. From these 
characteristics I identified him a s  a n  immature male Harris's Sparrow 
(Zonotrichia q?ter~tln).  The bird was later shown to Burdiclr and to Coffey 
for confirmation. When released the next morning he pumped his tall in 
the fashion of a Song Sparrow and flew to the top of a bush 50 feet distant. 
from where he  gave a note resembling that  of the White-throated Sparrow. 
Three days later nurdick and I possibly saw him again. On Jan. 13 Coffey 
and party, Including Albert F. Ganier of Nashville, made a n  unsuccessful 
search for him. A loolcout has  been kept for this species but no other records 
have materialized to date. Our dairy is located 2 miles east of the 31ernphis 
d t y  limits.-JOT: Mhsor, JR., 3Iemphis. 

NOTE:-This is  the second Tennessee record for thls species. On Dee. 
10. 1933. Mrs. Amelia R. Laskep trapped and banded a n  Immature male Harris's 
S p ~ r r o w  a s  described In The Aitk (April. 1931. 51, pp. 245-246) and mentloned 
In these paRes (1934, p. I~).-ED~TOB. 

AN 1NVTTATIOK:-Mud I,alte, near >Temphis, promises to 1)e at t rar t i re  to 
shore birds and herons this season, about 1,abor Day anrl the meeli-ends fol- 
lowing in Septemher. Come down and let's looli for Earets, IVootl Ibises. etr. 
See past Septemher issues for  pos~ihilities. We 11-ill lieel) 'tab' on \ ~ a t e r  l e v ~ l  
and birds present; therefore can atlvise you of rnntlitions if yo11 write us 
There was no 'field wrelz' of the T.O.S. this summer.--I3.C. 



List of New Members 
NASHVILLE CHAPTER 

Misa Mildred Berry, 41 Polk Apts. 
Miss Ruth Bower, 2802 Brightwood. 
Miss Ruby Hoke, 106 Kenner Ave. 
Mra Fergus Somerville, 'Duncanas, Route 1. Madison, Tenn. 
Miss Elizabeth Stickney. 306 22nd Ave. N. 
Mrs. Frank Winkler. Woodlawn Drive. 

MEMPHIS CHAPTER 
Dr. Walter L. Baker, 767 West Drive. 
Mrs. H. L. Frantz, 638 Hollywood. 
Mrs. John E. Hooper, 3151 Douglasrt. 
Ralph B. Humphreya, 858 Trigg. 
Miss Pauline James, 588 Houston. 
Mrs. T. I. Klyce, Box 25, Raleigh, Tenn. 
A. R. Maser. 3051 Chima. 
Misa Alice M. Seay. 2175 Poplar. Apt. 27. 
Mr. and Mrs. 0. B. Seffeiena, 2400 Autumn. 
Miss Marion Van Dyke, 2023 Union. 
Brother I. Vincent, Christian Brothers College. 
Neil Wyatt. 840 Greer. 

KNOXVILLE CHAPTER 
Misrt Mary Beard, 406 E. 6th Ave. 
Miss Gennie Kent, Lancaater Drive. 
Mrs. C. Eggert Sanders, 'Greenacres' Holaton Hills, Route 6. 
Dale W. Yambert, 203 Templeton Ave.. Fountain City, Tenn. 

DICKSON CHAPTER 
Mrs. Hugh T. Wynns. Wynwood, W. College S t  

MURFREESBORO CHAPTER 
Henry 0. Todd. Jr.. 106 E. Main St. (Inadvertently omitted from last 

regular list.) 
Bose Buchanon. State Teachers Coll. 
Carswell Hind, Greystone, Route 3. 
Claude Shacklett. 
Bob Thompson, 1107 Eaton St. 
Jimmy White, 441 Phillips St., Dyersburg. Tenn. 

JOHNSON CITY CHAPTER 
H. B. Miller. 417 Mr. Maple. 
Mrs. H. B. Miller. 417 W. Maple. 
W. F. Pearson, c/o Tennessee Eastman. Kingapart, Tenn. 
Mrs. J. L. Skelton, 211 E. Watauga Ave. 
Dr. Jamea T. Tanner, State Teachers College. 

TENNESSEE AT LARGE 
Mimr R. Richmond, 207 N. Jackson St., Athens, Tenn. 
Mrs. G. V. Whitener. 44 Williamson St.. Milan. 
Dr. M. C. Woods, Paris. Tenn. 



CUKKESYUNDING MEMBERS 
Dr. Arthur A. Allen. Laboratory of Ornithology, Cornell Un~v.. lrnac 
John Bamberg, 202 Michigan Ave., Mobile, Alabama (1929) 
Miss Margaret C. Edwards, 99 Lothrop Road. Grosse Pointe Farms 
George Seth Guion. 1701 American Bank Bldg., New Orleans, La. 
Harry Hampton, c/o The State, Columbia, S. C. 
Dr. Harold C. Jones, Berry College, Mount Berry, G a  
Miss Margaret R. Knox, 4030 Park Ave.. Indianapolis, Ind. 
John B. Loefer. 28 Chestnuq St, Berea, Ky. 
Miss Blanche Nelson, Robbinsville, N. C. 
Robert Norria, 302 W. Cypress St.. Mtzgerrrld. Ga. 

With Our Members 
Within a June week Franklin McCamey, Jr. ( late  of Memphis) received 

his M.S. from the Yale School of Forestry, was married to Miss Virginia 
Taber of Lakeville, Conn.. and joined the staR of the New England Museum 
of Natural History. Last summer Franklin was nature study counselor for 
a group of camps near Boston, serving under the supervision of the Museum. 
With two aeaistants he is handling a similar assignment this mason and han 
become Permanently connected with the Museum a s  an educational assistant 

Eugene Wallace--we are afraid, alm late of Memphis-received his B.S. 
in forestry from L.S.U. and went to work a t  once for the Louisiana Dept. 
of Conservation as field biologist. Gene is now a t  Ruston. La and is engaged 
in a quail study project. L.S.U. will, however, have to put up with another 
Memphis T.O.S. member for four more years as Austin Burdick. Jr. i s  plan- 
ning to enter there this fall. Joe Mason plans to matriculate a t  the Texas 
School of Mines 

FLASH!-A new member arrived July 8, 1941, a t  Knoxville-Willtarn 
Massie Walker. 111. Congratulations to recent past-president Bill and the M a  

Review 
A FIELD GUIDE TO WESTERN BIRDS, by Roger Tory Peterson (Hough- 

ton Mifflin Company, 1941; pp. 1-240, 46 plates; price $2.75). 
This is not a western state but T.O.S. members will welcome this hand- 

book patterned after the author's famous "Field Guide" widely used by all 
bird students interested in the birdlife from the Rockies east. Together the 
two cover the entire country. The new guide will be useful in the case of 
accidental stragglers from the West. More particularly i t  is the aid that 
many of our members have wished for on trips thru the West. I t  will add 
to the enjoyment and interest of such a journey. Now that we have our copy all 
we need is a western trip. Robt. Tucker saw the book and bemoaned the 
fact he didn't have i t  last year on a journey to the coast. A few weeks later the 
Tuckers were headed for Yellowstone. The American Ornithologists Union 
meets in Denver, September 1 - 4 . 4  good chance for such a trip and to get 
together with others of similar interest. 

May we suggest that those of our members who do 'not yet have the 
eastern "Field Guide to the Birds" secure a copy. We know you will get a 
lot more out of your intereut in birds in yard, park, woods, and field, if you 
use this easy aid to knowing your bird neighbors personally by name. Both 
the guides can be secured from the Methodist Publishing House, 810 Broadway, 
Nashville (see inside front cover).-B. C. 
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"The simple truth about Mrds is interesting enough, 
it  i s  ro t  necessary to go beyond it." 

PLEASE NOTIFY THE SECRETARY OF A CHANGE IN ADDRESS 

TO YOU 

Your editor has been unable to compose, reproduce. and mail letters to 
you on one or two matters deserving such attention. In  using this page as 
a Personal letter to you, he asks your indulgence and attention. 

Thru the generosity and good will of Dr. S. T. Rucker, of Memphis, who 
contributed $20 to The Migrant, subscriptions for 1941 were entered for a 
number of libraries, Junior colleges, and schools in our state. This is notifica- 
tion to any such institution that receives a marked copy. We hope that 
there will be soma that thru these pages will share with Dr. Rucker and all 
our members, a love and appreciation of the birds about us. For many years 
Dr. Rucker's own beautiful grounds near Memphis formed an ideal and pur- 
poseful wildlife sanctuary. 

A start on this issue was not undertaken until after July 6. Frankly. 
we planned to go afield on our week-ends this May and June and we stuck 
to our schedule even when we found our evenings unavailable for these 
pages. On July 6 we had copy for about six pages. We appreciate the r e  
sponse to our S.O.S. and feel that our contributors have again given you a fine 
issue. But we are asking that more of you send in  articles and notes. We 
particularly want short notes from all over the state. Frankly, we are diaap 
pofnted in not being able to have a~ seasonal resume from key areas in every 
issue. Supply the regional editor with your field notes. He won't use them 
in their entirety but he will be able to give a better picture or a t  least the 
highlights of the field work in your area. Some of you might be able to take 
over the assignment in order to share the responsibility. 

Perusal of past issues will give an  idea of the style and the kind of 
material. Doubtful records should never appear in print. unusual ones should 
have details. If the notes can be typed. please double space. Do not hold 
back if all you have a chance to do la to scribble a few rough notes. Just give 
us some time on them. NOW-please send all material on hand as  soon aa 
possible, and all seasonable material before September 5. 
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