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BIRD NEIGHBORS. By Neltje Blanchan. All about those birds that 
are most worth knowing. Illustrated ...-....-....L..--..-...-..---.. $1 -00 

NATURE'S SECRETS. Edited by G. Clyde Fieher. A ,popular Ameri- 
can natural hiatorp including the birds. 840 pages, fully illus- 
trated $1.89 

BIRDS OF TENNESSEE. By A. F. Ganier. 64 pa. A distributional list 
showing how, when and where all specles are to be found -..-..$0.50 
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NOTES ON BIRDS OF THE GREAT SMOKY 
MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK 

BY FUNK B-E 

T was a far cry from seeing Wood Ibises, Purple Gallinules, and 
-st Terns on August 28, in western Tennessee, to seeing Caro- 
lina Junms, Winter Wrens, and Red-breaated Nuthatches on 
September I, in eastern Tennessee. In 1937, the writer and 
Owrge Fell, after spending two days a t  Reelfoot Lake, traveled 
east across Tennessee to the Great Smoky Mountains National 

C~ Park. Establishing camp at camp ground No. 1, at an elevation 
of 1,500 feet, We visited the surrounding area from August 31 to September 7. 

w8 found this region to be of great interest to the botanist and zoologist. 
Salamanders abounded in the mountain brooks and springs, and blue-tailed 
 kinks were conetantly seen about the camp ground. Mammals, too, were quite 
plentiful; this  was evinced by seeing many fox, gray, and red squirrels and 
black bear signs at higher altitudes. The lower ridges and aloges of these 
mountains were covered witb a variety of hickories, red oak, white oak, scarlet 
oak, basket oak, pin oak, chinquapin, and, in many places, the result of cheatnut 
blight, thou8anda of gaunt, dead chestnuts Rhododendrons grew fn moist 
habitat8 from the lowest io t h e  highest elevations, being replaced by mountain 
Iaurel on drier sites. 

A zone oi red spruce and kaaer  fir extended from about 4,500 feet to 6,500 
feet. In the higher portion of thia zone, the fir formed practically a pure 
stand, while in the lower portion red spruce predominated. In thia coniferous 
belt, ,there waa a scattering of mountain ash, alder-leaved viburnum and other 
deciduous shrubs, while the forest floor was mrpeted with tree mosses. Certain 
northern hardwoods, such as basswood and yellow birch, form a transition be- 
tween the oakchinquapin zone and the coniferous forest. 

Bemuse of the many varied habitats, due to elevational climatic conditions 
in this region, such spedea as Hooded War.blers and Red Crossbills may be met 
with in the same morning. Indeed, in traveling from 1,000 to 6,000 feet one passes 
from the Upper Au~tral life zone to the Canadian life zone. At the season of 
our atay, many migratory species were doubtless on the move a n d  the  1-1 
birds were augmented to some extent by individuals from a distance. 
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GREEN H s o n 4 e  was observed abng Little Pigeon River at  1,600 feet, 
Segt. 7. 

Trrsx~r VuLmm+Qne individual W ~ B  obaerved mring near Kephart 
Mountain at an elevation of 4,800 fwt, e p t .  4. 

BaAw-sHrxxm HAWK-Two immature birda were observed doing aerial 
gymnastics over Mt. Le Conk, 6,582 feet, Eept. 6. 

RED-TAJLED UWK-Five adult individuals were wen at elevation& of 2,600 
feet to 6,500 feet. 

O B P ~ - T h i s  bird ia regarded a- a rare migrant in the park, so it wae 
with mn~iderable surprfse that one a notiwd perched along LIttle River, at 
2,000 feet. ,Z3ept. 6. 

DVCK HAWK--One wm observed Sept. 1, flying near the summit of Mt. h 
Conte. I 

RUFFED G R O U S ~ T ~ O  were heard calling in the coniferous forest on Mt. 
Le Conte at 6,800 feet, Sept. 4. 

B o s - w ~ ~ ~ w S e v e r a l  were h a r d  dally in the many sn+H forest clearings, 
grown up to composites and graases, at elevation8 of 1,200 to 1,600 feet, 'Near 
Greenbrier Cove several were observed feeding on fallen applea. 

WILBOX'S SSIPWI~ 18 a rnyHery what this bird was doing on Mt. 4 Conts 
at an elevation of 4,250 feet, but neverthelw one was positively identified 
there on Sept. 6. 

.SCREECH O \ v ~ a e a r d  nightly about the camp at 1,500 feet. 
NIGHTHAWK--OIL Sept. 7, twenty were seen flying over the field8 near the 

park. 
CHIMXEY SWIFT-OIL Sept. 1, and again on the fourth, several Individual8 

were observed flying over Mt. Le Conte. 
ZUBY~HROATED H U N M I H Q B I ~ ~ V ~ ~ ~ ~  were obaerved feeding on the bIoe- 

soms of touch-me-note, Aug. 31, at an elevation of 1,700 feet. 
BELTED ~ J O F I S H E B ~ I L B  was Been along Little River at  1,900 feet on 

Aug. 31. 
FLICKER---QU~~~ common at Iower altitude@, particularly on slopes covered 

with basket oak, pin oak, and dead chestnut. 
D ~ W K Y  Wmmm~E~-Infrequently seen, a t  1,700 to 6,000 feet. 
HAIBP WOODPECKER-A regular but not abundant species from 2,500 feet to 

6,800 feet. 
Krxonrarr-Four were observed akng the higbway, near camp ground No, 

1, on Sept. 2, at 1,560 feet. 
P ~ ~ o ~ ~ M e v e r a l  were heard and aeen daily about the camp. 
Wmn Pmk--One was observed daily near the camp ground, seveml in 

the basket oak-chinquapin zone, and one in the spruce form at 4,200 feet. 
LEAST FLYCATCIIER-An adult was obaerved feeding several young on Sept. 

2, at an elevation of 2,500 feet. 
Bmx SWALLOW-& large number of these B W ~ ~ ~ O W B  were seen flying over 

the flelds near Gatlinburg, Aug. 30. 
C m r  S W A L M W ~  number of them birda were noticed in amoag ,the Barn 

~ l l o w s .  
!BLUE ~ A Y - V ~ T Y  few noted. Those heard and seen were at altitudes of 

3,400 to 4,500 feet. 
M O B T F ~ E F ~  RAPEN-O~ Sept. 1, Raven waa heard giving its raucous, croak- 

ing call in the red 6pruce forat  covering Xt. h Conte at 4,800 feet. h t e r  



it was observed gliding a c r m  a valIey and paraobutfng down to a ridge. One 
was also seen, Sept. 4, at 6,500 feet on Mt. Kephart. 

BLACK-CAPPED C H I C E A D - T ~ ~ W  birds were fairly numeroua at elevationa 
of 3,800 to 6,500 ,feet. On one occasion a small band congregated h the trees 
a few feet above our heads and scolded us vigorously. 

C A E ~ ~ A A  C H I C K A D M ~ ~ Y  one Chickadee was heard and men which could 
be wigned  to this species; it was observed on Sept. 2, at 2,200 feet. . 

TUFTED T I T ~ L C I U S ~ - F ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  abundant in the white oak, basket oak, chinqu- 
apin zone at elevation# of 1,600 to 2,800 feet. 

R E W S H E A ~ T ~  NUTIIATCH-The peculiar nasal calls of these birds were 
heard frequently throughout the ooniferous forest at eIevations o i  3,600 to 
6,500 feet. 

B m w ~  C B E E P I C B - ~ ~ ~ ~ Y  two were seen-both in the coniferous forest at 
4,500 feet and 5,240 feet. 

WATER W B E P P - ~ ~  regular occurrence in the spruc+flr zone Prom 4,200 to 
6,600 feet. Two were observed in the deciduous foreat at 2,800 feet. 

BEWICK'S WREN-TWO seen near Elkmont, Sept. 3, at 2,250 feet. 
CABOLINA WELT--Several were observed, Aug. 31, at  an elevation of 1,600 

feet. They were found to be particularly abundant about abandoned human 
habitations. 

C A T B I R ~ ~ ~  was notioed, Sept. 2, feeding on elderberria at an elevation 
of 2.050 feet. 

Wmo TH~USH-Several were observed In clumps of rhododendron about 
the b w  of ML Le Conte at 44,000 feet, Sepl 1. 

G o ~ ~ m - c a o w s ~ o  & s a W h i ~  waa one of the mortt abundant birds at the 
higher altitudes. Small flocks were met with daily between 4,000 and 6,600 
feet in the spruce-fir zone. 

Cmas W~xwrxa-Several were oberved at 1,500 feet, Sept. 2, and a -11 
flock at 4,260 feet, Sept. 7. 

WITE-W~ V~am-Qui te  abundant in .the -11 creek valleys at elevations 
of 1,500 to 2,200 feet. On Aug. 31, an adult was observed feeding several near- 
ly fully grown young. 

Jloumarx V r e F e v e m l  of t h w  birda were heard and men in the coni- 
ferous forest at 4,900 feet on Mt. Le Cwte, Sept. 3. 

Rmmm Vr~m-Not as abundant as the previous two specie& One was 
observed Aug. 31, at 1,600 feet. 

BLACK AYD WHITE WA-Found brgely in the deciduoua forest mne 
at elevations of 1,700 to 2,600 feet. Several, however, were seen on Segt. 4, 
at 5,250 feet. 

TEXAEBSEE W ~ ~ a - - O b s e r v e d  frequently in deciduous rtemndgrowth be- 
tween 2,090 and 2,900 feet; also 8een at 5,230 feet. 

MAQNOLT~ Wuma--Obaerved in mall ,  evidently migrating, bands of war- 
blers, at 2,600 feet and at 5,250 feet. 

C~raxs's W ~ m ~ ~ g - F o u n d  dngly but regularly from 3,500 to 4,500 feet in 
tbe spruce forest zone. )A number of males were heard singing on Sept. 7, at 
an elevation of 4,250 feet. 

B L A C K . ~ H ~ A T E D  G m w  WABBLEE-This warbler was obelerved Iargely a t  
the higher elevations in the ooniferous forest. Several were noted, Sept, 4, 
at 5,600 lest. 



m B ~ c ~ m ~ ~ r i  U b a m b s e r v e d  from 1,506 to 4,000 feet. Most abundant 
in 8econd-growth basket oak, white oak, and chlnquapln 

Cms~~m-arm W-Found only in cutaver land at 2,000 to 2,600 
feet. 

Uu~sraaa W~m-rnms~--rOne was observed along a mountain brook at 
3,800 feet on Mt. Le Conte, Segt. 1. 

-ED W m n l y  one was abaerved; that on Aug. 31, at 1,600 feet, 
in among young hemkicb and rhododendrone. 

REDs~ABebWrved from 1,200 to 5,400 feet, memingly an abundant 
mlgmnt throughout the reglon. 

SUVMEE TAAAQ-A female was identified in the b e t  oak-chinguapin 
zone at 3,200 feet on SegL 2, 1987, 

C a ~ n m M n  Sept. 1, several goung Were observed befng fed by the adult8 
near the camp ground, 1,600 Seek 

I ~ D I Q O  Bua.nxo--One nearly tnlly grown young waa observed being fed 
by'adultn on Sept. 3, at 1,400 teet. 

GOm~~mc~+uite numerou8 in abandoned flelds at the lower elevations. 
Observed flying ZSept. 1, at 4,600 feet. 

REU C~osa~+Agproximate ly  one hundred indivfduala were observed in 
the red spruce trees along Tennessee State Highway No. 7. nmr New-found 
dap, 5,000 feet. Several were observed drinking at little pools on the aide of 
the rocky cliff. 

~ W H E E - A  few heard and men on Eept. 3 in secondwowth hardwmds be- 
tween 2,000 and 2,160 feet. 

BACHYAN'B SPARROW-TWO at clme range near Oreenbrier Cove at 
2,200 feet on Sept. 5, 1937. 

C m o m n ~  Jum-Very abundant and observed daily at 4,000 to 6,500 f e t .  
There were particularly large numbers in ,and abut rhododendron clumpa. 

F m  SPABEOW-Very common in the weedy foreat opening8 between 1,200 
feet and 2,000 teet. 

BLUEBIRI) 'BETTER HOUSING' PROJECT 

During the past two yeam Mrhl. A. R. Laakey, Dr. Harry B. Vaughn and 
E. D. Schreiber of the Na~hville Chapter, Tennessee Ornithological Sociity, 
have conducted a Bluebird nesting project at Percy Warner Park, a few mHea 
southwest of Naahville. In the winter of 1935-36 a group of government relief 
workem constructed the nest boxes, using plans furnished by Dr. Vaughn. 
Twenty-six of these boxes were erected with the aid of Boy Smuts of the Ten- 
neMee Industrial School in March, 1936. They were placed along Park drive8 
mainly in the mutheastern section of the Park, adjacent to Natchez Trace, 
~anaisting largely of meadow land, a terrain well suited for Bluebird nesting 
sites. Each lmx waa numbered and had a removable roof for inspection pur- 
pose& Throughout the succeeding neatfng seasons weekly inspeotions were 
made and the data recorded by E. D. Scbreiber as part of a problem in gradu- 
ate work in biology with Dr. Jesse Shaver at Peabody College. After each 
nest was used the box was cleaned out. 



Moat of the neat boxas sheltered two or three families of Bluebirds each 
aeamn and in one case in 1937 four eets of young were auecesafully raised in 
a  tingle neM h o w .  The female laying the flrst htet of flve eggn wore a band 
at the time of brooding but was not retrapped. The female brooding the s e ~  
ond pret of eggs mar trapped without a band. To her right tarsus a band was 
nffixed. Similar evidence at other b a r n  show us that each box may be uwd 
by more than one female. 

Whenever possible, brooding femaIser were trapped on the nest mommen. 
tarily for the purpose of applying on the right tarsuar the Biological Survey 
band. This phase of the project was directed by Mrs. A. R. Laakey who is 
most active as a bird bander in the Nashville region. A11 nestlings attain- 
ing an age of about ten days were banded on the left tarsus a d  the sex- of 
each determined when possible. 

ResuIts of the- study to date may be briefly summarized as follows: 

1936 1937 TOTALS 

Number of ' boxes available 
Number of nests built 
Number of neBt containfng eggs 
Number of eggs laid 
Number of eggs hatched 
Number of young banded 
Number of adult femalea banded 
Number of birda re-trapped 

A sixteen-apartment Purple Martin house in the Park was unumd by mar- 
tins but served as the home of a Bluebird family, four young being successfuIly 
raised in the house. These nestlings were banded. A Bluebird n=t conhti~ting 
krgely of rope fibers, in a hole of a post supporting the wagon shed on Park 
headqurartem property, was observed and the four young banded in the 1937 
sewn.  Data from these two nests are includwj in this study. 

A blacksnake waB seen to take two young birda from one new box, and a 
report from the Wilson boys at the Park indiated that a chicken snake had 
devoured at least three other Blueb.irds, taken as nestlings. The blacksnake 
gained aooe~s to the nestlng box, located on s fence po~t,  by baing horizontal 
wires d the fence for aupport in climbing. This conditfon was remedied by 
removing the box from the fence p w t  to a point close by where i t  has a pod 
of it8 own. 

Cooperation was given by several members of the Tenneee OmithologicaI 
Society, Park officials and workmen, Dr. Shaver of Peabody College, and Boy 
Scouts of the Tennesm Industrial School. Boxes were placed In clearings not 
too far removed from trees or thickets. Usually they were placed on black 
locust poarts with entrance hole about flve feet above ground. Workmen and 
children of workmen at the Park were inlormed of the project and their g o d  
wilI w a ~  sought. Explanation of the procedure of bird banding was given to 
those who manifested special interest. 
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The satfafactory grogresa attending our efforts thus far has aroused in 
many individuda and in a few groups the desire to extend the project to other 
sections. At the request of Mrs. Rufus Fort. Dr. Vaughn addreasad a recant 
meeting of the Nuhville Horticultural Society, tellhg of the Warner Park 
Bluebird Project. Members of thfa organisation urged that Bluebird houses 
be erected in Shelby Park a h .  Accordingly, Dr. Vaughn and Scout~ placed 
ten neeting boxes in Shelby Park, Nashville, In the early epring of 1938. 
Theee, with newly placed boxes in Warner Park, bring our total in the two 
city parka to fifty Bluebird housa. A s  en educational venture this one h a  
welt repaid the efforts put forth. Citizens see that Bluebirds really inhabit 
properly built houses in suitable locations. 

Bluebirds, thought to be getting fewer about Nashville, are here in in- 
creasing numbers. ,We commend this wortby project to others of our members 
who may be intereded and shall be glad to o~mmunicate with any who care to 
undertake a ~imilar experiment. 

N~s~vIt lrE,  TEXX., March 7, 1938. 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CENSUS 

Our ninth annual statewide mid-winter or Christmas census of bird life 
Is tabulated below. A list from North Missinalppi is also included. The high- 
eat liat of 69 speciea (from Nashville) is one ~ h o r t  of the record but the corn- 
poaite list for all Tenneesee reports is 93,-3 more than ever compiled before. 
The total for each of the thrw preceding years was 88. (This includes Ruffed 
Grouae retlorded on the 1936 Spence Meld Bald census which wae pubmlishd in 
Bird-Lore (1937, p. 56) but inadvertently omitted from The M&grant.) Thia 
year the third and most thorough Great Smokies Park census was made and 
can be credi,ted for most d the  increase in the total of the composite l iat. 
lncluded in our Tenneesee tabulations for the first time are: -tern Turkey, 
Raven, Black-capped Chickadee, Pine Siskin and Red Crosabill,--all from the 
Park-and Black-crowned Night Heron, OId Squaw, and Bmd-winged Hawk. 
Compared with 1936, ,the 1937 (-1938) censuses dropped 10 apecies and added 16. 
Some interesting mrn~arisons will no doubt be noted not only when checked 
against previous years but one locality with another. To mention only one, 
we cite 25 Red-headed MToodpeckers at Nashvflle where they are often absent, 
and 12 at -Memphis where, though hwmetimes uncommon, as many as 103 were 
listed last year. Thorough coverage of territorim by our larger chapters make 
their l i ~ t s  very representative, although all may have 'A-IV4-L' speciea on the 
day of recording. 

Census lists from Covington, Pulaski, and Johnson City will be found in 
The Round Table. The Memphis, Naahville, Knoxville. Greeneville, and Great 
Emokiex lixta were published in Bird-Lore (1938, gp. 52-54). Members of the 
Memphis chapter also made censuses in North Mississippi: at Tupelo-57 
apecies, Hickory Flat--48, and Moon Lake at Lula-76. All may be found fn 
Bir&Lore (1938, pp. 64-55). See also Tbe Round Table. 
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PIed-billed Grebe - .... 
Double-creuted Cormorant .... 
Great Blue Heron .................... 
B1a.-crowned Nlaht Heron .... 
hmerican Btttem ...................... 
Cansda Gooae ...................... 16 
Common Mallard .................... 
Gadwall .................................. 
Green-winged Teal .............. 
Shoveller ............................... 
Wood Duck .......................... 
Rlllg-necked Duck ......... .l.. 
Canvas-back .......................... 
Lesser Gcouv .......................... 
Amerlcan Golden-eye ........ 
Old-squaw ............................ 
Ruddy Duck ........................... 
I-Tooded Merganser ................ 
American Merganrur ........... 
Turkey VuuIture .................... 
Blarlt Vulture ........................ 
Sharp-~hinnsd Hawk ........ 
Cooper's IInwk ................... t 
Red-talled Hawk ................ 
Hed-ehoutdered Hawk ........ 
Broad-winged Hawk ........ 
Bald h g l e  ............................ 
Marsh Hawk .......................... 
Duck Hawk ........................ 

....................... Plseon Hawk 
Sparrow Hawk .................... 
Ruffed Grouse ...................... 
Bob-whlte .............................. 
Eastern Turlrew .................... 
coot ........................................ 
KIlldeer ................................ 
Wilson's ~nipe.'  ....................... 
Herring Gull .......................... 
Rlng-bllled Gull .................... 
Mournins Dove ...................... 
Srrsech Owl ........................ 

................ Great Horned dm1 
............................ Burred Owl 

Belted Kingfisher ................ 
Flicker ................................... 
Pileaf ed Woodpecker .......... 
Aed-bellfed Woodwcker .... 
Red-headed Woodne~kbr .... 
?ellow-bellled Saa~ucker .... 

............. Hairy Woodneckcr 8% 
Downy Wwdgecker .......... 38 
?hoebe .................................... 1 
Horned Larks* ........................ 
Blue Jay .................................. 262 

. . 
rufted Tltmouse ................. 64 
Uhlte-breasted Nuthatch.. 8 
Red-breasted Nuthatch ...... B 
Rrown Creeper ...................... 1 6  
Winter Wren .......................... 16 
Rc~vlrlr'a Wren .................. 3 
Carolina m e n  ....... .............. 85 
Long-billed Marsh Wren -....... 
Mocktagbird .......................... 115 
Rrown Thrasher ................... I 8  

a 
8 

42 
1 
1 

17 
900 
400 

1 
136 

1* 
100 
500 
zoo 

a000 
.-.. 
.... 
DO 

150 

3 
8 
4 

.... 
1 

.... 

.. , 

1 
z 

.... 
9 

18 .... 
9 .-. 

zoo 
108 

f 
.... 
84 

6 
f 
1 
3 
4 
8 

..-. 
2 
I 
I .... 
a .... 

.... 
2 
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Robin ...................................... 388 
.................... Hermit Thruah 30 

Bluablrd ................................ :. 64 
.... QolPnn-crowned Kinglet 67 

........ Ruby-crowned Kinglet I 
Amerlcan Plglt .................... + 30 

.................... Cedar Wuzwisg 338 
................................ ShriRm* 16 

Starling .................................. 370 
Myrtle Warbler .................... PI 4 
EngIIsh Sparrow .................... oom. 
Meadowlark .......................... 4 1 1  
Red-wing ................................ H 

.................... Rusty Blackbird 

................ Bronzed Grackle 562 
Cowbird .................................. 1P 
Cardinal .................................. 628 

.......................... Purple Finch 18 
Pine 81ekla ................................. 
Goldfinch .............................. If0 
Red Crossbill .............................. 
Towhee . 19 
Savannah Scarrow ................ Sf 
Juncos* .................................. 141 
Tree S ~ a r r o w  .............................. - .  
Chipping Sparrow .... 
Fleld Sparrow ...................... 10 
Whlte-crowned Sparrow .... 1 
Whtte-throatad S ~ u r r o w  .... 1534 
Fox Sparrow .......................... 73 
Lincoln'e Bpamnw .... 
Swamp Sparraw .................... 2 t  
Bong gparmw t l 5  

........ 
41. Pi' 
........ 
61 119 
........ 

960 I 7  
6 1 

NOTES ON SPEClE8: Black-crowned Night Heron at C1arkmllle.-Reported by 
Ye. Hatchieon on Uer. 4, 16. end 19 (&to of cessua): slow flapvlng, long pointed drag$ 
Ions head, m d  feet mticking out were points noted.-Broud-winged Hawk at KnoxvIl1m.- 
Reported by Mr. El. A. Ogdsn and group. The cbrractsrSstically banded tail w u  obesrved 
with binoculars.-Pigeon Hawk at Ro.~edale,4ne collected.-Horned Larks-Wem 
grenurned to be mostly the Prairie. tho the preasnce of mrne or the Northern rws was 
srobab1e.-Chtckadee~,-Both the Black-capped and the Carolina Chlckrdees wore daft- 
nltely ohserved on the Gmat 8 m o k ~  census: elsewhere only the Carolina Chichdee.- 
Long billed Marsh Wren at Waahville,-Was aeen by Calhoun among pllea of dtlft In a 
slough near the Cumberland Elver.--Wlrlke-a.-All Migrant S h r i k ~ ~  except W b t y  mt 
Memphis where the Loggerhead and the MIgmnt may each bo present In winter.- 
Bronzed Crac1cle.-Should he Purple Grackle for East Tenn. censuaea---Jun~,-Roth 
the SIate-colored and the Carollna Juncoe were definftely obsewed on the Great Smok~ 
rensus; elsewhere only the former wan recordd..--Chtp~lng Bparrow at Rnorn1ls.- 
Observed by Mr. and Yra Henry Yeyer new Island Hems sanctuary.-Lincoln's Bgermw 
at Fh8edale.-Two collected. 

MCMPHLP: Dec. 24, 7 A.M. to 5 P.M.; overcaat all day, windy, w h i t m g s  
on river; muddy; temp. 48-64. Bverage not as complete as usual; unable t o  
reach b e t  water bird localR1es; Raleigh not well covered. Mr. and ,MI%. A. D. 
Allison, Ben B. Coifey, Jr., Miss Mary Davant, Fred Dickson. Harold Elphfng- 
stone, Bruce Ely, Jack Embury, Bill Fischer, Robt. Hovls, Joe ;Miller, Fordye 
Mitchell, Dr. C. E. Moore, Bob Shaffer, Tom Simpson. Misa Alice Smith, Paul 
Swdgrass, Henry Turner. Eugene Talllaw, Eldon White, Wendell mittemore. 
-WHITE BLUFF: (In Montgomery Bell Park): Jan. 8, 8:30 A.M. to 4:16 P.M. 

clear, little wind, temp. 26-40. &me route as in 1936 and 1937 (aee The Round 
mble for a comparative aummary of resuIts). A. F. Ganier, H. C. Wnk, Jesse 
M. Shaver, H. S. Vaughn, G. B. Wmdrhg, G. M. Yubrough, E. 0. m. and 



W. P. Mbrriwn and g r a n d s o n . ~ L A R K S Y I L L E :  Dec. 19, all day; cloudy in 
A.M., air-drift from the north; temp. 30-35. Environs of town from the northeast 
to the southwest, inclusive, Dnnbar's Cave Lake, and party of three in canoe on 
and along Cumberland and Red Rivers and West Fork meek. Lamar Armstrong 
Alfred Sr., Alfred Sr., Wm. A., and Edward Clebsch, Clarence Collier, Jr., Mrs. 
Chas. Y. Hutchison, Miss Wanda McBride, Dr. Chas. P'. PiPicring, and Chas. 
Stainbrook.-NASKVIILE: Dec. 26, 6:30 A.M. to 8 P.M.: clear, alight wind, 
temp. 35-55-49. Environs south and west, including Radnor Lake, Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery, Cumberland River bottoms, Hobbs and Utter Creek Rortds, Percy 
Warner Park, Harding and Charlotte Plkear, and ICingston Springa. 3. H. 
Abemathy, Floyd Brailliar, John B. Calhoun, M. S. .Carter, Mrs. Sanford 
Duncan, W. J. Hayee, Sr. and Jr., P'rancia and Stephen lawrenee, Miss Mary L. 
h e ,  Arthur YoMurray H. C. Monk, C. E. Pea-, a. R. Mayfield, Bippy, 
FCdw, Sbrefber, U r a  Jamie Tippens, H. S. Vaughn, G. B. Wbodring, G. M. Yar- 
brough.-MT. PLRASANT: Jan. 2. 10 A.M. to  4 P.M.; fair, temp. 27-51. 
I). R.,Gray farm In a..m., H. and M. L&e in  p.m. A. F. Ganier, Dan Gray, Sr. 
and Jr., and Dr. and MFB. G. R. Mayfield, Dr. 0. J. Porter, Mr. and Mrs. Sam H. 
Rogers, H. 8 Vaughn.-MURFREESBURO: Dec. 26, 7:30 A.M. to 6 P.M.; 

partly cloudy, slight wind, temp. 50. Twelve miles on foot. Dr. J. B. Black, 
Praf. George Davis, Marion Edney, H. 0. Todd, Jr.-KNOXVILLE: Dec. 26. 
8 A.M. to 4:46 ~.~.;cloudg, light wind, temp. 43-45. To Island Home Sanctuary, 
!Fopaide, Sharp's Ridge; Lake Andrew Jackson to Ebenezer to  Bearden. C. 0. 
Baird, Jr., Dr. Earl Henry, H. P. Ijams, Mr. and :Mrs. Henry Meyer. M i s s  Mary 
L. Ogden, S. A. Ogden, W. M. Walker.-NORRIS: Dec. 24, 7:45 A.M. to 12:35 
P.M.; intermittent showers and mist, lighmt wind, temp. 55. To Caryville Lake 
and return; 12 milea in car, 4 miles on foot. George Foster, Sr. and Jr., Jim 
Trent, Jr., W. M. Walker.----GREAT SMOKY MQUNTAFNS NATIONAL PARK: 
Dec. 19, 6 A.M. to  4 P.M. In lowhnda (1200-3000 ft. elevation) Misty rain in 
a.m. followed by fog and overcast sky, muddy ground, temp. 40-46. In mountains 
(3000-6600 it) clear, ground frozen, and temp. 28-40. Light wind. Seven 
grouprr of observers in cars and on foot, 160 milea. Area of 15 miles diameter, 
centered on Bull Head and including Mt. LeConte, Greenbriar Cove, Elkmont, 
and the state divide from Siler's Bald to  Mt. Kephart, including Gatlinburg 
and Pigeon Forge. outside park boundaries. C. 0. Baird, ST., E. R. Buroh, Mary 
R.  chile^, Brockway Crouch, John J. Hay, Dr. Ehrl Henry, Mr. and Mrs. H. 
P. Ijama, Mr. and Mra. Wm. M. Johnson, Mrs. Frank Leonhard, Miss Mary 0. 
M a r i f f ,  Henry Meyer, 8. A. Ogden, Miss Gthryn Rcklesimer, Jam- Trent, 
Jr., and W. ,Y. Walker Jr. (Knoxville Chapter); Carl- C. Campbell, R. I?. Col- 
grove, and ,Miss E. Dorothy Williams (Knoxville) ; Willis King, Wildlife Techni- 
cian, and John B. Quinn (Gatlinburg); and Arthur Stupha, Park Maturaliat. 
4 ILEENEVILLE:  Dec. 21, 8 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.; clear, light wind, temp. 3E-40. 
Reed and Rosa f a r m  along Roaring Fork Creek: Bay'a Mountain; 4 mileer on 
foot, 12 miles in ar. Miss Wll ie  Ruth Reed.-ROSEDALE, MIPS.: Dec. 
19, 7 A.M. to 6:40 P.M.; clear, temp. 36-46-39. Rosedale to w o n  Lake ,to Lake 
h l i v a r  (22 miles S.) m d  return; 4 mil- on foot, 48 milee in car. Gordon 
Vaiden and Scouts Bobby Linnell and Sammy Ray. 
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BIRD BANDING BREVITIES-NO. 12 
BY AMELIA R. LABKEY 

This mt autumn season was quite auccessful for Mwkingbird trapping 
a t  the  home station; 54 were banded in September. A s  is uaual here by a r l y  
October, territories were being defended and transient Mockingbirds were no 
longer permitted to stop in the garden. Again our lot was divided between 
four birds. Only one was a newcomer. PAR and AYB, males that had ar- 
rived in the autumn of 1936 and remafned for nesting, defended thdr reapec- 
live territories of last year. The fourth section was occupied once more by 
the usual winter rerident ABA who nests at a neighham's about 76 yards north- 
west but baa now spent three winters at the station. At the present writing 
he  has already returned to his summer home. Stimulated by tbe  unwudly 
mild weather ot late December, January, and February, all Mockingbirds Bang 
throughout the winter. AYB and YAR won mates by mid-February which 
was about three weeks ahead of the usual date. AYB'B mate had been banded 
last September, returning February 11. 30th femalea doubtless wintered in 
the  NaahvilIe area, as their plumage was darkened from exposure to city smoke. 
No nesting activities have been observed. An interesting account of Mbcking- 
bird No. 34-200174 is worth recording here. This bird appeared in early spring 
of 1934 at the window sill feeding shelf of abrs. K. P. Wright who lives one 
block from Ward Belmont College. Although she enjoyed his songs, his mo. 
nopoly of the shelf memed to frighten the smaller Mrds so Mrs. Wright asked 
tha t  he be removed. He was caught in a banding trap, transported in a covered 
cage and brought by automobile to the banding station about three miles away. 
He was banded with both colored and numbered bands and released on the 
evening of March 10, 1934. On the morning of the 12th Mrs. Wright recognizd 
him by his bands as he again fed on her window shelf. He won acquired a 
mate but did not remain there for nesting. On January 26, 1938, there maa a 
sudden drop in temperature and snow flurries. That morning Miss Ann Ganier 
found No. 34-200174 lying on the driveway of Ward-Belmnt CoIIege. She 
took him home where he recoverd and was released. This bird is now at 
Ieast five y a w  old. He has been fortunate to survive the dangers of cats and 
automobilas In that closely built section of Nashville for which he shows such 
marked preference. Chipping Sparrows appeared in rrtther large flocks at the 
station laat autumn; 64 individuals were banded between S e p t  22 and Nov. 2. 
-On Oct. 1 4  and  28 respectively, White Crowned Sparrowa C186922 and 
C186943 were r e t u r n H .  Gambel's Sparrows 34-107632 was a return--3 on 
Nov. 25. During the drat week of November, three immature Gambel's Spar. 
rows were banded. Two had typical yellowish bills but the other was reddi~h. 
-White-throated Sparrow H51362 banded Nov. 30, 1932 was a return-2 on 
Dec. 6, 1937 (more than flve years old).-This winter all native sparrows were 
conspicuousIy absent from the  station and substations. Only a few Fiela Spar- 
row8 and an occasional Bong Sparrow -me t o  the traps. Even the previously 
rnentfoned White-crowned Sparrow C186922 that had spent tour consecutive 
a-intera here, left on Dec. 7. Probably the miid weather and early growth of 
vegetation is at least partially accountable for the scarcity of birds around the 
banding t r a p s . e o  Field Sparrows that are about five yeara old were re- 
taken thia winter 1L38967 and W7941).-Slate Colored Janco L38984 banded 



Feb. 1, 1934 wae a re turn4  on Nov. 21, 1937 an8 H38742 was a return--4 on 
Wov. 3, 1937. at least 5 1-2 y e r s  old.-A rgair of Carolina Wrens banaed in 
1934 are still tagether. The male H78146 lrnown to be approaching at hast 
his fifth year of age, has been mated with I373200 two years or longer.-Win- 
ter and spring Robins are very aggravating to a zealous bander. There seema 
to be no bait that will lure them into traps at thia season In Nashville, where 
krge flock8 are migrating n m . 4 r .  M. L. Carter, state prwident of the 
T. 0. S., is eshblishing a subrrhtion at his home near Glendale Park. He h M  
nIready trapped six Chickadam and =Ten Titmlce. as wet1 as a few other 
species, at a window feeding shelf. 

NasrrvmE, TENN., February 28, 1938. 

A DAY WITH A LOON 
BT B ~ J .  R. W m m  

I spent the day of December 17, 1937, at lid don'^ Lake. thrw milea from 
Corhth. A wld misty rain fell and r high wind 8wept the lake all day. 
Counting two lakw, sepamted only by a ten foot levee, there ier an area of mme 
forty acrehl of water at Liddon's. The mot, though dose to town, is fairly wild 
in its setting. 

While fishing from the bank. 1 discovered a large a r k  gray water bird 
at a point about midway of the lake. The fog and mist were so heavy I could 
not identify the bird even with the aid of m y  g b a  I could MI, however,, 
that I t  was nat a specimen with which I was familiar. Soon I procured a k t  
and moved close enough to verify my how.-it was a Loon, the second one on 
my list of birds. The firat was on a winter$ day at Wankomis Lake neaf 
Corinth eome five years ago. In their winter dreas Inom are not g l w y  bhck 
on the upperparts but are gray. 

The Loon at Liddon's soon became amstomed to my prmnce, and allowd 
me to appromh within one hundred yards of him nr number of times during the 
day. I have never seen mother bird in such high feather: for horn he p1aM 
in the rain and cold. Despite the fact that thersl was only dim light, nothing 
but gray ~ k i e s  and gray water, the Loon's mow-white breaat flashed and 
glistened like a great gem. The bird dived d m  oontinuowly, and remained 
under for insterminable minutes. Always he reappeared short distanoes from 
the points where he went down. 

The Rnaukomis Loon haid regaled me with one ahrill, ghost-like call. I 
remained at Liddon'et until nearly dark, wishing I might hear the weird sound 
again. Then, at last my patience was rewardd. AB I gathered up my fishing 
tackle, ready to depart the scene, the friendly Eaon laughed once, not as loud 
an a Loon i s  sup- to laugh, but yet loud enough to express all the wild 
weird spirit so symbolic of thk viaitor from the Far North. 

Comlra, Mrse., February, 1938, 
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THE ROUND TABLE 
THE SEASON AT .MEMPHIS: The Memphis Xmas Census, made Dec. 

24, listed only a few species of water birds as w e  were unable to  cover Mound 
City Chu,te and Mud Island. The number of Swamp Sparrows, 29, waa 
back to  normal. compared with the record high of 502, made Iast year. Only 30 
Pipita and  12 Towhees were seen. Black Vultures were not recorded (wen 
the next day).-Warriner in h i s  'Notes' reports the absence of Brown- 
headed Nuthatches at their regular haunts near Corinth. Mrs. Coffey did 
not locate the usual reaidenl pai r  near  Hickory Flat, Miss., December 25, 
nor did we find any of this species in t h e  pine8 of Tombigbee State Park near 
Tupelo that same day. Though far from common, one or two pairs have usually 
been observed a t  various localities in  paat years. Only one Pine Warbler 
was recorded,-in Tombigbee Park. Mrs .  Coffey's list of 48 species includefi a 
pair of L. Scaup and Ring-necked Ducks on Springdale Lakes. At Tupelo, 
Miss., we liated 57 species. Not being familiar with the area, our party 
of five were together most of the time. Two artificial  lakes near a coun. 
,try club and in a state park, yielded no records but Gum Pond, lapping 
r ight  at the edge of the  poorer section of town, had attracted a Hooded Mer- 
ganser, a Canvas-hack, a Gadwall, a Ring-neclied Duck, and  2 Coots. We 
returned at dusk and  watched 15 Lesser S~au-p8 come in. U ~ u a l l y ,  more 
ducks are present, according to residents. A heavy fine for shooting on 
the lake, proteots the  ducks.-ittilson's Snipe liked the draiined ponds 
at the fish hatchery and amused me by apparently trying to  hide b 
hind the small piles of moss in the pond. 30 were recorded a t  this piace, com- 
pared with only 1 for t h e  complete Memphis l ist ,  and none elsewhere, including 
Moon Lake. 21 Pipits flew over the  grounds-At Moon Lake, near Lula. 
Miss., the weather  was  threatening but better than last year. A fa i r  land bird 
list was secured in  the bottomlands near  t h e  levee to  give a total  of 7G species. 
No Bob-whites were recorded. Only 2 Savannah Sparrows and 2 American 
Plpits, plus 27 Pipits hurrying over, were recorded on the burnt-over levee 
(ueually frequented by large flocks of Pipits) and  near-by fields. On the 
lake,-bon 1; Horned Grebe, 27; Pied-billed Grebe, 8 ;  Baldpate, 2 ;  Pin. 
tail, 6 ;  Canvas-back, 75; Golden-eye, 2 ;  Bufflehead, 3; Ruddy Duck, 1150: 
Hooded Merganser, 8; American :Merganser, 500; Red-breasted Merganser, 2000; 
6 common species of ducks, 417; unidentified ducks, 600; Herr ing Gull, 350; 
Ring-billed Gull. 2;-Buster Thompson did not make his Paris, Tenn. census 
this year. Located at Greenwood, Miss., now, Buster and ,two Scouts made an 
intereating list in  a canoe trip there, Dec. 25.-Nothing of consequence was 
recorded Jan. 30, on a t r ip  to F'iney Woods and to Mud Lake {Ganier, Wallace, 
Coffey). Recorded s t  the latter-2 Mallards, 1 Pintail, 20 Ring-necked Ducks, 
6 L. -ups, 2 Pipita, and a pair of Marsh Hawks.-At Horseshoe Lake, 
Ark., Fob. 6, Simgson observed 2.000 Ccrmorants, 325 L. Smups, 2 male 
Golden-eyes, 30 Coota and an adult Bald Ehgle,--On Feb. 26, Simpaon and 
Whitternore saw nothing unuaual in 2 hours at Mud lake; the only ducks 
were 20 L. -ups and 60 Ring-neckeds.-A Sharp-shinned Hawk was seen 



Dee. 30, weat of Germantown.-Feb. 20, During a cold ilpell, I v i~i ted  
likely spds for !lYee Sparrows, without BU-; we have no records of 
this speciee.+an. 9 about 6 Herring Gulk were o b m d  walking along 
the shore by J. C. Lamon and the wri,ter. Ring-billed Gulk have been 
unusually common on the river front dl fall and winter; from 20 to 1 6  were 
often noted in one eection. At  their favored locality, off the Iower sewer, from 
10 to 75 L. Scaups were also aeen until about Dec. 31. They could be studied 
at 20 yards from a car on Rivereide drive. A Canvas-back was seen at the 
water's edge in early December and another with Bcaups in midatream, Dec. 
24. A flock of about 80 L. Scaupa have been preilent most of the winter in 
Wolf River a t  the N. 2nd. St. bridge site and on Feb. 20, about 25 Ring- 
necked Ducks were also there.-The first migrants recorded were 2 Purple 
Martins on Mar. 4 (Ffedler) and 1 on :Mar. 7 at Whitehaven (Guth1.- 
BEN B. C o r n ,  JB. Memphia. 

NOTES FROM MEMBERS OF THE CLARKSVIUE CEEAmlWL: A Ve& 
per Sparrow Was seen, Dec. 16 on our local golf course. Recognizing it as an 
unusual bird for our area, I followed and flushed i t  a number of times and are- 
fully c h d e d  my identification.----On Jan. 16 an adult Bald Eagle was seen 
on the Cumberland River. He was recognized instantly as he flew by within 
100 yrrrds of me. Going downstream, he lit for several minutes on a large dead 
branch of a tree. Since that time we haye heard from mveral source& reportn 
of an Eagle's nest farther down the river. W will investigate these reports aa 
soon as possible.-During the laat two weeha in February there have been 
very large flocka of Robins in different p a r b  of the city. On the 25th a 
friend telephoned me about an albino Robin present among an immense flock 
in his back-yard. Aa soon as I could get my bird glams, I went over to in- 
veatigate. Hundreds of Robins were there and many Cedar Waxinge were 
dm greaent. After about 30 minutes I discovered the 'curiosity.' The 
bird was of an' ivory color throughout, with the single exceptian of hfa breast 
which had the typical Robin-lor. <m8. F. Prc~Earno, M. D. 

In the last issue I mentioned a late fall occurence of a Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, the date being Oct. 25. Additional information may be of interest. 
This bird rose out  of a patch of rn near an d d  lwpedeza fleld, but flew only 
with difficulty to nr w'ild cherry tree near-by. I t  could be awn that ~everal 
of his tail teathers were missing. In order td learn more about hirl queer b e  
havour and anything that might possibly cause his late presence, I collected the 
bird and examined him carefully. His stomach stuck out ao much that a sharp 
fold a p p w e d  between i t  and the breast. This made the bird look thin other- 
wise, but his weight was full, (about two ounces) and much hard fat Iined his 
body. This was due, I later found, to the fact he had just packed into his 
stomach, a -shopper that  measured two and a half inches, m y  and wing-8. 
In addition &ere were two other jqasshoppers of l i b  size, crushed for digestion, 
and four small ones. three quarter-inches long, lsesides a quantity of , ~ r t s  of 
atill othera. It was thus easy to me why the stomach was bulging. The sea- 
son was already too late for  caterpillar^, but neverthelesble, the Cuckoo had 
found ample food. even if he had to go to the ground to get it. The absence 
of some of the tail-feathem was due to moulting. 

In connection with recent articles in The Migrant on the playfulne~s of 
birds, we offer an incident of a playful Mar~h Hawk. On February 27, when 
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steady winds were blowing, we 8 a W  a Red-tailed I h w k  come over, f lying 
low, then started t o  circle over a sun-bathed slope. A lone Crow made a few 
passea at him, but withdrew when a Marsh Hawk came on the scene. The 
la t ter  promptly .took over the tea~ing of the Red-tailed, the  while circling 
and  rising together with him. The game seemed to be taken lightly by the 
clumaier Buteo who continued his circles and  b u d e d  but little, even when t he  
Harrier fell bodily on bim. We watched their maneuvers until the birda 
reached such heights that  our  glaaaw ahowed only two fading dots.-Persons 
living on the river f ront  reported what  wae to them an unusuaily large gather- 
ing of Herring Gulls, Nov. 14. Ju s t  below the L. O N. R. R. bridge, where 
the Cumberland ia about 400 feet wide, about 200 Gulls were assembled. The 
greater part were sitting w t he  water  while others  flew about, going upstream 
as far as the bridge. Blrda In white plumage outnumbered those in  dark 
plumage. Uter,  they movd  downstream In two loosely-composed groups, 
some apreading out  over the cornfield t o  find a shor t  cut to  t h e  river below. 
- 4 n  Dec. ,13, 1937 a single m e r  Snow Goose was seen swiniming on 
the river and was flushed twice by an approaching barge. The plumage 
indicated that it was an immature  b i r d . 4 r e a t  Blue Herons have been 
seen repeatedly th i s  winter along the Cumberland. During a rise of the  
river one was noticed riding a piece of drift  wood in the middle of the stream. 
Crows and Grackles are quite fond of thia mode of transportation and  use 
it to hun t  food in the  form of snaHe. water-inwcts and t h e  like. A t  the time, 
mme of these smaller birds shared the log with t he  Great BIue-Since 
mid-winter records of the Ruby-crowned Kinglet in this section are rare, 
we report poaitlve identification of single individuals at different l oca l i t i a  on 
Jan. 8 and  23.-An early and unexpected messenger of Syrfng was a Tree 
SwalIvw which we saw on Feb. 20, as he was industriously flying over the lake 
at  Duabar'a Cave. He was without companions and was not found again on 
later visits. On the da te  mentioned we also found the first Wood Ducke 
back on Red River . -ALF~ CLEBBCH, CIarksvllle. 

NOTES FRDM NASHVILLE: The month of February was unusually 
vfarm; in tact ,  its average tempemture of 60 degrees  ha^ only been exceeded 
3 times in 70 years. As a rmult,  vegetation by ,March 1st had advanced at 
least three  weeks beyond normal. The male Cardinal at my feeding shelf 
began feeding his mate on Jan. 29, a sure htign of an early spring and weeks 
ahead of schedule. On Feb. 21, a Killdeer was found incubating four fresh 
eggs, this being unusually early though In myera1 other  years It  has been found 
nesting as ear ly  as th i s  date. A day or two before. Dr. H. 9. Vaughn reported 
a Red-tailed Hawk's nest containing two egge and that a Bluebird's nest 
held egg8 on March 5. Additional Bluebird bolue~ a r e  being ereoted IIP 
Warner Park this spring and the numbers of these attractive birds a r e  being 
steadily increased. Chipping Sparrows -were reported on :March 5 by B. H. 
Abernathy, this being 4 day8 ahead of their average firat date. Robins 
have been very abundant dur ing la te  January and  February, an immense roost 
being In daiIg uae west of Nashville. Starlings,  too, have been more abundant 
during t h w  monthe than since February, 1 9 3 U h e  year tha t  they darkened 
the suburban lawns and stripped all the hackberry t rees  of their berriea. 
Red-winm were reported on Feb. 10, by Mias Mary h e ,  as having returned 
to their summer homes on Radnor Lake. Dr. G. R. Mayfield reports that 



Starlings are  ao perfectly mimicking the expected spring migrants that he 
can no longer be sure of what he heam until he haa identified it by sight,. 

A. F. G u m ,  NASUVILLE. 
T H E  SEASON A T  KNOXVILLE: Personal obervationa plm reliable 

information irom other obwrvera show a change in the status of water birda 
on Norria Lake when compared with the 1936-1937 Mason. The species re 
presented were probably about the Bame but the number of individuals that 
remained on the lake wae not as large, and the flocks were 8mller.-Lalre 
Andrew Jackson trme over the middle of December and except for Borne Ma1 
lards the ducks didn't return until about Feb. 13. A flock of MaIlards began 
wintering there in mid-October but the birds dirrappeared one or two at a time 
until on Jan. 23 one wary drake remained. I t  hasn't been recorded aince Feb. 
ti, which leads me to believe that some hunter U l l y  killed i t  too.-The 
Hermit Thrush wahl more common around Knoxville this winter and the Cedar 
Waxwing, altho erratic in its movements, has been s rather conahtent visitor 
thruout the areas visited.-A small group of Savannah Sparrows was located 
in the early fall and has remained in the one restricted area practially J1 
winter. This is the first time in three yeare the writer has been able to find 
deflnfte evidence of a wintering flock. Mile  on the subject of winter residents 
we have three Shrikes located this winter as compared to one last year. Also, 
a Brown Thrasher hm been a consiBtent v i~ i to r  a t  Mr. Crouch's glace since 
January 10.-Early spring arrivals worthy of mention are two Rusty Black- 
birda on Feb. 13. Quoting from my notes,4'Today Charle~ Baird, Mrs. Walker, 
and I found two Rusty Blackbirds feeding In the ahallow water at Lake Andrew 
Jackson. The light eye-ring, the greenish ca~t  of the black feathers, the tinge 
of yellow on the ,throat and the faint yellow line over the eye were all plainly 
aeen with binoculars at 15 to 30 feet. We observed the birda for about 20 
dnutee and twice during this interval we heard their creaky yet musical 
notes which made up a short ~ong."-The Red-wing waa Been at Lake Andrew 
Jackson on Feb. 12 (Yeyer) when 3 were o w r v e d  in a cat-tail bordered pond. 
The next day about 300 were found in a emall elongated marsh near Karns 
High School in Knox county. In thia flock the iemdas outnumbered the males 
by 4 or 5 to 1.-A Pine Warbler, hungry from the long flight north, had 
Sunday morning breakfast (Feb. 2'1) at the Ijam's feeding station. After 15 
or 20 minutes of intermittent eating the warbler flew off into the wood.- 
Often we hear the phrase, "Help the birds." I t  waa Mr. and Mra. William 
Johnson who stepped In and helped a pair of Red-bellied Woodpeckers. About 
Feb. 8 Mrs. Johnflon noticed these birdar excavating a cravity in a dead limb of a 
black gum tree. After working for about 10 days the birda had their home 
large enough to suit their needa, only to 1% i t  a pair of Starlings. Then 
the Woodpeckera moved up the l imb and began another hole on the opposite side 
of the limb from the first cavity. However, before this excavation was half 
completed, other Starlings were sitting around waiting for a chance to take it. 
I t  was here that Mr. Juhnmn came to the rescue and, temporarily, a t  least, the 
Red-bellied Woodpeckers are quietly enjoying their new home.--W. M. WsLHmt, 

Knoxville. 

WINTIDR NOTES FROM CORINTH: Pied-billed Grebes feeding on the 
bottom at Liddon's Lake. Each bird came up with a bill full of mo88. On 
the ~urface. each bird had to run from the others to keep them from robbing 
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him of hia find. Cooper's Hawk chased a Brown Thrasher  into a pile of bruah 
in new ground. T h e  Thrasher gained sanctuary only incbm ahead of hia 
enemy. The bruah pile proved a life-saver. A Hermit  Thrueh fed on berries 
of a dogwood tree; Mockingbird ate holly berries; Purple Finches lunched 
on the blue berries of a privet ,hedge; Robins feasted on ho1Iy berries, s tar t ing 
at the top of the tree and working downward; Flickers and  Downtes ate hack- 
berries, with many Myrtle Warblere in the same tree. A fled-taiIed Hawk 
battled with t h e  high swift wind; he could make no progress a t  a l l  a t  the  level 
where I first w w  him, so he soared up and up until I lost him in  space. A 
fine bird, emblematic of wild, free life, wbose domain is limited only by the 
sweep of untiring rvinga. Sapsuckem, usually wmmon in winter in Tuscumbia 
bottoms, are rare th i s  year. BIuebIrds seem to increme in numbers. Brown- 
headed Nu-thatchea not found t h i s  winter in  their usual haunts here. Likdy 
they mill return early in  March. Looked all  winter for Horned Larks, but with- 
out success. Vesper Eparrowa flew up by roadside on two occwions in late 
January; saw them well enough to know them from Juncos, which, of course, 
are common ecerywhere. On Feb. 20 many Pine WarbIers were found 8 miles 
west of town. An unusual sight, Feb. 27,-a ffock of a t  least 500 ,BIourning 
Dovea, evidently migrating-+BEVJ. R. WAKRINEU, Corinlh, Miss. 

ANNUAL MID-WlZNTEFt BIRD CENSUSBP OF THE MONTGOIMF3RY BELL 
PROJECT: T h e  third census of th i s  a rea  near White Bluff, Te~~nessee ,  was 
made on Sunday, 3auuary 8, 1938, by the same groups that made the Rrst and  
second cens~~ses,-namely, l e s s r s .  Ganier, Monk, Shaver, Vaughn, and  Woodring 
--accompanied by W. W. P. Morrison and grandson of Dlckson, Mr. G. M. 
Yarbraugh. and  Mr. E. 0. Rage. ,As neariy as possible, the same route was 
taken by each group as in 1936 and 1937 (Jour, Tcnm. Aead. Bci. 1956, pp. 
95-57). Since the  beginning of this study in 1936. the greatest  change haa 
been in the old fields. Young trees and shrubs have invaded these from 
the forest and from streams and gullies so that  most of t he  fields are well 
dotted wIth blackberry briars, tall weeds, shrubs of many kinds, and young 
trees. The housea that  were occupied a yeas ago are now empty but the  C.C.C. 
Camp i s  sti l l  occupied and work has gone forward on the dirt dam. Just above 
the dam where the lake will be, much shrubbery has been cleared away. A 
brief hlummary of t h e  birds for the paat three censuses might be of interest 
and is given below. (The complete 1938 list is included i n  the tabulated listhl 
in th is  issue.) Birds seen on all three  of the  t r ips  were: Black Vulture, Mourn- 
ing Dove, Flicker, Pileated Woodpsoker. Red-bellied Woodpecker, Hairy Wood- 
pecker, Downy Woodpecker, Blue Jay. Crow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Tlt- 
mouse, Bewick's Wren, Carolina Wren, Mockingbird, Hermit Thrush, Bluebird, 
Myrtle Warbler, English Sparrow, Cardinal. Purple Finch, Goldfinch, Towhee, 
Slatecolored Junco, Field Sparrow. White-throated Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, 
Song Sparrow; total ,  27. Birds seen on two of three  trips: Turkey Vu1,ture 
Red-trailed Hawk, Wamh Hawk, Bobwhite, Killdeer, Belted KIne~her,  Yellow- 
bellied Sapsucker, Praire Horned Lark, White-breasted Nuthatch, Winter Wren, 
Robin, Golden-c~owned Kinglet, Meadowlark, FOX Sparrow; total 14,. Species 
recorded only one year were:. Cooper's Hawk, Smrrow Hawk, Screech Owl, 
Red-headed Woodpecker, Brown Creeper, Cedar Waxwing, Starling, R u ~ t y  
Blackbird, Tree Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow; total  10. The total  number of 
species seen in the area during the ftudiea was 61.-JERBE M. S ~ A ~ R ,  NASRTIL~E. 
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BIRD CENSUS AT C0VENGTON:-Dec. 25, 1937; 9:30 A.M. to 6 P.M. 

cxcept 2 to 3 P. M. Cloudy, with fog to noon, part sunny in P. M., temp. 4864. 
In car on Highway 51 to Ave milea north of town; Pve miles on foot near Liber- 
ty, southwest of town. M - t a i l e d  Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk,l; Killdeer, 28; 
Mourning Dove, 2; Flicker, 2; Red-bellied Woodpecker, 8: Downy Woodpecker, 
1: Blue Jay, 30; Crow, 80; Carolina Chickadee, 3; Carolina Wrenl2: Mocking. 
bird, 10; Brown Thrasher, 1; Robin, 3; Hermit Thrush, 3; Blueblrd, 15; Golden- 
crowned Kinglet, 1; Cedar Waxwing, 6: Migrant Shrike, 1; Myrtle Warbler, 4 ;  
English Sparrow, 10; Meadowlark, 9; Cardinal, 25; Goldfinch, 7; Slate-colored 
Junco, 400; Field Sgarrow, 35; Whitethroated Eparrow, 176; Swamp Sparrow. 
1; Wng S~arrow, 30, Total, 29 species, 904 individual&-ALICE S M ~ ~ H ,  Memphis. 

BIRD CENSUS AT: PULASK1:-Jan. 6, 1938; 9:30 A.M. to 4 P.M. Steady 
rain all day,  temp 4&50. About 300 a c m  covered. ;Wmh Hawk. 1; Sparrow 
Hawk, 1; Killdeer, 10; Mourning Dove, 4; Flicker, 6; Pileated Woodpecker, 2: 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, 3; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 2; Hairy Woodpecker, 1; 
Downy Woodpecker, 2; Praired Horned h r k ,  100; Blue Jay, 15; Crow, 100; 
Carolha Chickadee, 35; Tufted Titmouse, 12; Cnrrolina Wren, 6; Mockingbird, 
14 ;  Robin, 15; Bluebird, 9; Starling, 500; Wyrtle Wlarbler, 35; Meadowlark, 
30; Bronzed Grackle, 406; Cowbird, 20; Cardinal, 60; Goldfinch, 1; Towhee, 
3; Slate-colored Junco, 100 glus; Field Sparrow, 100; mite-crowned Elgarrow, 
5; W%itedhroated Sparrow, 60; Fox Sparrow, 7; Song Sparrow, 9. Total. 33 
species; 1672 individuals..-Msts. F. C. h a ~ w  AND MRS. SAM H. -EM. 

BIRD CESNSU@ AT JOHNSON CITY:-Dec. 28, 1937. Temp. 40. Boone's 
Creek. Turkey Vulture, 2; Red-tailed Hawk, 1; Sparrow Hawk, 4; Mourning 
Dove, 9 ;  Screech Owl, 1; Belted Kingfisher, 1; Flicker, 1; Downy Woodpecker, 
3; Prairie Horned Lark, 100; Blue Jay, 4; Crow, 19; h ro l ina  Chickadee, 3; 
Tufted Titmule. 16; Carolina Wren, 6; Mockingbird, 5;  Bluebird, 8; Starling, 
50 plus; English Sparrow, 50 plus: Meadowlark. 2 ;  Cardinal, 17; Qoldlhch, 2; 
Slat~olored Junco. 10; Field Sparrow, 4 ;  Whitecrowned Sparrow, 1; Song 
@parrow, 15. Total, 26 speciea; 333 individuaIB.-*~~. B. LYU AYD B B U ~  P. 
TYLER. 

A FEIWALE CARDINAL FIGHTS H m  REFLEjCT1ON:-An unmmmonly 
pugnacious W i n a l  has been fighting her reflection in a window. This ag- 
gear8 the more unusual because it occured in January rather than during the 
nesting areamn. On Jan. 20, 1938, when my neighbor told me of it, the duel had 
been in progrew for ten days. During this time Mr. Reed has observed the 
Cardinal's actions carefully. H e  lays she was at  the window almost every 
hour of every day during this time; one morning he found her at the window 
before sunrise. She attacked her reflection by leaping forward and upward at 
the window, hitting it smartly with her beak and out-stretched wings. The 
sound thus made ~rudible at the farther end of the room.-The Cardinal ap- 
peared puzzled one afternoon when the window was raised and left own. She 
came several times and looked about-never, however, entering the bullding. 
-Two or three times the female was accompanied by a male Cardinal 
which behaved aa a bystander and never bemme sufficiently interwted to 
join the attack on the persistent intruder.-The effort of the ten days com- 
bat waa beginning to teiI on the Cardinal when I first saw her, Mr. Reed 
said that the time between attacks was noticeably increasing. She remained 
3 the window but perched quietly for longer periods between  burst^ of fight- 
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ing.----On the following day a shade wrts hung close to the window. By shut- 
ting off the light between the windows and a cabinet the shade ~eemed to 
eliminate the reflection. For two days the bird returned half a dozen times to 
her pwt, leaving aoon when she found the situation changed. During the 
days following she did not return. Is it usual for a female Cardinal to defend 
thus persietently a territory, even if merely against her own retLeotion?- 
WILLIE RUTH REED, GBEENEVILLE 

BLUE GOOSE IN HAWKINS COUNTY:--On Nov. 8, 1937, a local hunter 
oberved two strange birds on the Hol~ton River below Church Hi11 and shot 
at them because they were of a kind unknown to him. He killed one but b+ 
ing unable ,to recognize it, he brought the specimen to Johnson City where Mr. 
R. B. Lyle identified it as a Blue Goose (Clsen raerzllescem). This is the first 
rewrd I have of this species in this 1oalky.-BRUCE P. TYL~U, Johnson City. 

E ~ ~ R ' B  N O ~ E : 4 h i a  i8 apparently our third published record 02 the 
Blue G o o ~  in East Tennessee. In paat imues, W. M. Walker reports the first 
record from a,specimen taken in Cocke County in the fall, about 1927 or 1929 
(1936, p. 49) and later mentions one killed, Nov. 21. 1936 on the Tennessee 
River near Knoxville 11936, p. 103). 

RED-HFWDED WOODPECKER CATCHJNG WASPS: On January 15, 1938, 
I was sitting in a chair on the south ~ i d e  of our large three story building. 
The day was warm and wasps were attracted to tlie warm bricks above me. I 
was busily writing when 1 hard such a "swish" a t  my head that I instinctively 
ducked, The cause of my alarm was a Red-headed Woodpecker. H e  perched 
In s nearby white oak and then swooped at me again. I then saw he was 
catching wasps on the fly, alongaide the wall, and apparently eating them. 
I can only conjecture wh& he did about the s t i ngs . - -Chrws  McR. P L U M M ~ ,  
St. Catherine's, Bolivar. . 

THE: PTARLENG A& A %IMIC: For the past several yeara I have bee11 
obwrving the sonm of certain Starlings on the Vanderbilt campus, particularly 
during the fall and winter. My attention has been directed, eapecfally during 
three remnt months, to one Starling which frequently sits in a sugar maple 
near a nesting hole. He has perhapa the beet repertory of any Starling to 
which I have ever listened and his Imitations are quite deceiving: in fact, 
b imitates Borne campus birda ao well that I now have ta check with my eyes 
to be sure what bird it really is. There may be. two or three other Starlings 
among the dozan on the campus, which also imitate other birds, bu t  I am in- 
clined to the opinion that this bird leads the field in hiar power of varied aong. 
HL best imitations are those of the Meadowlark, the Bronzd Grackle, female 
Bob-white, and Wood Pewee. He also imitates the songs of the Bluebird, the 
Cardinal, the Flicker, the Blue Jay, the Robin, the White-thrmted Sparrow, 
the English Sparrow, the Redeyed Vireo, the Summer Tanager, the Red- 
headed and the Hairy Woodpeckere.-+. R. NAY FIELD, Nashville. 

BIRDS UNAFFECTED BY NOISE: What small attention that some of 
our land birds at times pay to man-made noiees was noticed by Dr. Pickering 
one day last duly when he visited the skeet-fieid near Clarksville. Fram the 
hours of 1 to 6:30 P.M. between 600 and PO0 shots were fired, and during that 
time he counted 15 species of birds within 100 yards of the ahootfng stand. 
Only a few steps away he found a Bewick's Wren sitting quietly on the nmt. 



Other species listed were: Bob-white, Mourning Dove, Nighthawk, Phoebe, 
Wood Pewee, Purple Martin, Tufted Titmouse, Mockingbird, Robin, Prairie 
m7urbler, Maryland Yellow-throat, Yellow-breasted Chat, Meadowlark and Field 
Sparrow. 

An instance of similar nature  is reported by Mrs. Pickering. On the 
rocks t ha t  fo rm the background to the  dance floor at Dunbar's Cave a pair or 
Phoebepl was found nesting during June. In the weeks following the  old birds 
were regeatedly Been late at night gathering insects around the s t rong 
electric lights and feeding their young, unmindful of the large and noisy 
erowd a short distance below them.-ALF- CLEBBCH, Clarksville, Tenn. 

NATIONAL WJLDLIFE RESTORATION WEEK-MARCH 20-26 

"BOP sniting the efforts of aZE friends of Outdoor Ame&u to  the end that 
future generatW aha12 have their rightful hehtugt of Wildlife." 

T. 0. S. Presi- 
den t  :M. 9. Carter 
urges the fullest 
cooperation wi th  
the T e n u e s s e e  
Wildlife F e d e r a- 
tion. I t  is hoped to 
~ O C U B  attention on 
conserving o u r 
w i l d l i f e a n d  to 
stimulate organiza- 
tion of conaerva- 

a 

Place One of Y O Y ~  

Wildlife Stamps Here 

tioniets. An appro- 
piate and beautiful 
series of stamps 
can be bought in 
y o u r county or 
from t b e Federa- 
tion. Proceeds will 
be used nationally 
a n d  lomlIy. In ad- 
dition many active 
projects can be de- 
veloped. 

MEETING DATES 
Notidcations of the following meeting dates have been received. C L A M S  

VILLE: Meetings are held every two weeka at the homes of members and are 
scheduled for ,the following Tuesdays: April 5, 19;  May 2, 16, 30; June 13, 27. 
Dr. C. F. Pickering is prea. and Alfred Clebsch is aecy. KNOXVILLE: April 
6, ,day 4, and June 1 at 'Flowercraft'. 415 W. Church Ave. Field t r f ~ ~  planned for 
t h e  third Sunday in each month. Mr. S. A. Ogden is pres. and  Miss Mary Ruth 
Chiles, 1817 Highland Ave., i s  secy. MEWPHIS: At the 'Pink Palace' Museum 
the following Monday nighte: April 4,  IS; May 2, 16, 30. Tom Simpson is 
pres. and Mrs. T. I. KIym, Raleigh, Tenn., i s  secy. MASHVXLLX: Monday 
eveninge, March 28; April 11, 25; May 8; June 13. The BLU'EdGRASS CHAP- 
TER plans a swing outing in April. Dan R. Gray, Mt. PleasaRt, is QTM- and 
'Mrs. Sam H. Rogers, Fnlaaki. la aecy. 

The spring Aeld days held by our  various chagtera, usually the first part 
of May, are among our  most enjoyable activities. There fa a' standing Invita- 
tion from each chapter for other  fellow bird s tudents  to join them on t h m e  
outings. For full information write the respective secretary. The annual  
election and fleld day will be held, May 15, with the  Nashville chapter as 
hosts. Pre~ident Carter hopea t o  see as many aa ppossible present. Thia will 
be an important meeting and, as usual, most enjoyable from a atmdgoint  of 
outing and fellowship. 
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A QUARTERLY JOURIFAL, X)EI'OTED TO THE STUDY OF TEXXESBEE BICOS. 

PUBLISHED BY THE TENNEBBEE O R A I T H O ~ I C A L  SOCIETY. 
Editor. Ben B. Cofley, Jr., 672 N. Belvedere, .Memphis. 

Secretary-Treasurer, Alfred Clebsch, 838 Gracey Ave.. Clarksville. 
Regional IGditors: Albert F. Ganier, Nashville; H a r r y  P. Ijams. Knoxville; 

Bruce P. Tyler. Johnson City; Alfred CIebsch, Clarksville. 
Business Nanager, Vernon Sharp, Jr., 226 Capitol Blvd., Nashville. 

Dues for ,Active and Corresponding Members, $1 per year, should be sent to 
the  See.-Treas. Subscription price, 75 cents per year. free to mem- 
bers. Sustaining membera, a t  $5 per year, receive four extra copies 

mailed to  addresses designated. 
Items for publication should be sent to  the Editor. 

"The simple tra~th about birds Is interesting emugh, 
i t  i s  A O ~  neces8aw 10 go beyond it." 

A glance through the eight volumes of The Migrant issued to date by our 
Society, forcibly illustrates, aa we pass from one volume to the next, ,the growth 
of the Tennessee Ornithological Society in numbers and in intereet. Moat o? 
this splendid progresa can be credited to The Migrant under the able hands of 
Mesare. Albert F. Ganier and  George Woodring, and with the cooperation of 
all members. An example of the part played by The Migrant in the growth of 
our accomplishments is seen in ,the annually published Christmas census=. 
For 1937, eleven lists crowdel the  tabulation to the limit and other lists htrd to 
be published ~eparately. The 193748 composite ,total for the state fa 93 species 
or 3 more thm ever before. 

In the June isaue we plan to publiah a l is t  of T. 0. S. members, with ad- 
dresses and dates of admission. It will be the Arst sin@ 1931. and will not be 
repeated for at Ieaat three years. Each June a list of officers and of new mem- 
bers will be given. Pleaae check your name a n d  address as i t  has been appear- 
ing on mail from the Society. Chapters should contact prospective members 
and delinquent members who desire to continue their memberehipe. The Iiat 
will be closed for publication May 16. 

The unaccustomed task of ,preparing our journal for publicatton waa con- 
siderably lightened by the fact that it  had already been developed to its present 
s tandard by Mr. Ganier and: a 'work-routine' evolved. Hie trip to Memphis to 
explain the complete steps and additional suggestions are gratefully acknowl- 
edged. The ready response of our members to  my letter of February 17 was 
appreciated. While we are holding aeveral good articles for future  publication, 
we need more of them, as well as shorter items. For the June issue, seasonal 
and current notes ahould reach us by June 20 or before. If possible ~ v e  would 
like t o  receive other 'copy' by early Jay. Thin is because of our heron banding 
expeditions. set tentatively for May 22 and June 6. The heronries are 200 miles 
south of Memlphis and we hope to exceed last year's 3800 in  number banded. 
This, ot course,  necessitate^ much preparation before and much work on 
records afterwards. 
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