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fully illustrated with 106 color plates, many photos and rnw-
ings, one volume. Original 3 vol. edition sold for $16.00, now.....$3.95
BIRDS OF THE WILDERNESS. By George M. Sutton. The
adventures of an ornithologist; 800 interesting pages, with 12
page plates by the artist-author...... ... $3.50
WILD BIRDS AT HOME, By F. H. Herrick. 350 pages, 137 il-
lustrations, Complete treatise on everyday habits of our birds....$4.00

AUDUBON. By Constance Rourke. A new biography of the
famous ornithologist, with 12 Audubon plates reproduced in
olorm - BAS DB, M. i e T L S e e R i $3.00

Handbook of Birds of Eastern North America. By F. M. Chapman,
Well illustrated in colors. 580 pages. The standard handbook....$5.00

The Book of Bird Life. By A. A. Allen, Ph.D,, Cornell Unwersnty.
A wealth of information, profusely illustrated... . 38.76

Traveling With the Birds. By Rudyard Boulton. A book on bn’d
migration. Beautiful color plates by W. A. Weber... e 31,00

QOur Land Birds. By Alice R. Ball. Histories of 156 species, il-
lustrated with 47 color plates by Horsfall. 291 pages..............51,60

Bird Portraits In Color. Splendid plates from “Birds of Minnesota
with descriptive text by Dr. T. 8. Roberts. Two bindings
BOB0 BIT .o i e s i K it 1 BT LR $3.50

Natures Secrets. Edited by C. Clyde Fisher. A popular American
natural history including the birds, 840 pages, fully illustrated....$1.89

Birds of Tennessee. By A. F, Ganier. 64 pa. A distributional list
showing how, when and where all species are to be found...........$0.50

All bird lovers are cordially invited to visit our store, or write to us
for information on books about birds, nature, gardening and out-of-doors.

METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE

810 Broadway Nashville, Tenn. Tel. 6-2641

—




THE MIGRANT

VOL. VIIIL JUNE, 1937 NO. 2

Fublished by tne Teunessee Orntholozieal Socicly, W Recort and  Bocesruge the Stady  of
Birdz bn Tenmesser.  Ts=ued in March, Jone, September il Deccmber

A MAY DAY WITH THE MARSH BIRDS
By Dan R. Gray, Sg.

With few places left in Tennessee suitable for the nesting of marsh birds,
the following notes from Hoover and Mason Lake and its marshy bovders,
cshould be of interest. This sixty-acre permanent lake was built as a
reservoir for the use of the H. and M. Phosphate Co. and lies about 2 miles
north of Mt. Pleasant. Tt is fringed with willows and in places there are
aveas covered thickly with cat-tails growing about the normal margin,

On May 23, the writer was jomed by Mv. A F. Ganier of Nashville and
with the aid of a boat and hip boots we made a careful ecensus of the lake to
find what water birds were present and the nests of as many of them as
possible.  Our particular objective was to find a nest of the Coot since a
parent bird with young had been reported to us last year by an acquaintance
who was outl fishing., Although we flushed a pair of these birds durving the
day there was no nest and we concluded that we were too early or that the
Coots we saw were transionts,

Pushing out from the boat house. we crossed the lake and paddled along
through the cat-tails to where the water got shallow enoueh to wade. Almaost
immediately a nest of the Redwing Blackbird was found in a green weed and
shortly after, several others were found, similarly located, The lake was
about two feet higher than normal and the water had flooded the adjacent
weed and sedge ficld making good cover for the birds, Presently a call from
my companion brought me over to see a nest of the Kine Rail containing nine
nearly fresh eges. Tt was built among the weeds in the overflowed field and
wis Very open in its situation, standing in ten inches of water. The nest
was entively of dead weed stalks and stood eight inches above the water.
One of the eggs was found cracked so wuas removed. Being a good subject
for a photograph. a picture was talen and meanwhile the Rail returned and
clacked at us from a short distance.

Separating again we waded on and shortly after the writer flushed a
(oot and later another, belioved toa be its mate. Then another enthusiastic
call brought me over to see a handsome new bird which I had not seen before
in life- —a Purple Gallinule.  The bivd had flown up frem the water into
a willow so we waded over together to get a eloser view., We approached to
within twenty feet and throueh the willow leaves ecould easily inspeet his
purple and green plumage with snow-white undertail cnverts, carmine bill
and long vellow legs. No nest was found nov during the day so we supposed
no mate had come to join him  While seavching for its nest however, another
nest was found by the writer in a small willow and which contained five
fresh bluish-white eges, It was a platform of willow twigs two fect above
the knee deep water and proved to be that of a Least Bittern. Later in the
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day we flushed several of these birds near the shove. The nese was duly
photographed and we waded on, seon Iashing o Solitary Sandpiper on the
Lank., We then took to the boat and padiled theoush deeper wualer among
the willaws and cat-tails.  Tlere we examined at loast Lweonty nests of the
Redwing Dlackbivd each coptaining three o Towr blue cres marked  with
curious hlack debs, Hnes and scrawls  Most of thent weve built in willows
from one to three feet above the water. W Aushed a Dlac-wing Teal along
the way and thought likely it had a male sicing on some well hidder nest
out in the erassy ficlds adjacen,

Adter adjowmming for lunch we retmmed and again taking to Lhe boat
paddicd threush o lavge expunsce of cut-tails on the side opposite the one
Due to higi water and vetavded growth the cover was

whready searched.
not as vet thick encueh ov nests of Coot and pevhups orher bivds,  About
this Lime we were allvacted by =ome bivds several hondred et above uz in
the air which ab fiest glanee we wole Lo be Nighihawks,  They were chasing
l=eets after Lhe manaer ol et spoeles yet they appeared too ULlack und
they lacked the while wing pawh,  Soon we bheard theie call, fok, kel and
kiew then chey were Blaek Torns. A Lirtle tuter they came down to thye lake
fevel and thorve skimmed over the water 1 their aseal wa, Hyine quite elose
o us and one adt oon a dead snag to vest. We then relurned to the opposite
shove Lo comnlete owr seaveh there, Oune of the Ning Rails ran alone abwad
of us throuzh a bare field For gquite a distanee wud ab o =mall pool we found
one each of the Spotted and Salitary Sandpipees. Greon Herous were noled
in the willows and twa more Least Bitteens weree flushed. & small bird
sneaking alung theaugh the flooded sedgs G000 was follawed up owned found
ta be a Praivie Marsh Wreen; we watehed it leiauvely ol had soud views.
About this time we saw a bivd vunning abead i the shallow water that
resembled a moenth old blaek chicken and on eloser view it proved to Lo w
Sora Hail, We trailed along, setting closer and closor [or il was loath Lo
flve It bhnally allowed s to watch it from a distanee of ten feee, nevvously
twitehing s tadl o vestming its seareh for food bal keeping o wa chiul
eve unous all the tinwe.

Summing up, we Sound we had listed Swelve species of waber bivda, as
fellows: Green Hepon 8, Leust Bittern § (and uest), Blue-wing Teal 1,
hing Rail 2 (and westy, Seva Rail 1, Poeple Gallinule 1L Ceol 2 Spureed
Sandpiper 1, Sclitary Sandpiper 1, Black Torn 7, Kinwii=her 2wl Praicie
Marsh Wren 1.

Mo, Preasant, Temy, June, 1647,

D
Antong oo bivds we find wond dllostrations of variod temperament. (o
trast the docile, plecidl Mowrning Dove with the wary, el Coapar®s Hawk;
the staid and plaintul’ Wood Tewee with the noisy, warrulon: Bine Javy the
“sitedown' tactics o tha Blochied with the “meve-alons’ habils of the Vireos,
ad the ndectiy, energetic Cavoling Wreen with the lstless, lanowd Yellow-

hiflad Cuekon,
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WATER BIRDS ON A TEMPORARY LAKE
By AvLrrep CLesschH. Sr.

On a farm situated in a streteh of volling country in the NE corner of
Montgomery County the excessive rains of January 1937 had formed a con-
stdevable Take where in ovdinarvy times a small stoek pond takes care of the
surface draimage. TReports came early in April that ducks had been seen
there from “Hallum's Lanc", the road thai passes neavby, and on the 8th
of April, a cold and windy day, Dv. Chas. I'. Pickering and the writer went
to investigate.  Although high-water marks on a tobacco harn showed that
the water had fallen five feet from the highest level, it still covered more
than fifty acres of farm land. Reaching into wooded stretehes and fields of
vornstalks and tall prasses the site was an inviting loiteving place for water-
fowl and shore bivds.

In ouv ciremit we flushed, one by one. from the bovdering fields, eleven
Wilson's Saipe. With a disconcerted erv they went into a short zig-zag
flight and soon resumed their seavch for fond. Coming to a mud-flat left by
the receding waler we saw a flock of twenty lescer Yellowlegs, a picture of
quiet and grace. From near them the diffident Killdeer flew off in alavrm,
but the Yellowlegs and one Pectorsl Sandpiper in their group waited for our
closer approach until they vaised their wings and after a few beat= glided
sminothly towards a brushy slough. We were following them up when sud-
denly the vich musical whistle of the Greater Yellowleds vang out over theiv
smaller voiees, By cavcelul stalking we caught sipht of two of these splendid
shore hirids.

Duecles Tud been noticed from the fir-t but had deifted to the opposite
share where trees staod in the water. On our way avound to it a Sera Rail
played hide and seek with us in a weed-grown sink-hole formation till he
was made to Ay and thus inform us whose call we had heard. Among the
willows we counled eighteen Coots and standing on a branch a Green Herpn
seemed to ponder 1f this was the vighe place for his summer residence.

Swmall flights of ducks becanme frequent.  Either thev were coming 1w from
feeding ov the stiffening wind invited them to exerveise. A Gadwall liv close
by and two Red-breastedMergansers wonu over; Blue-winged Teal and Bald-
pate. six of cach, bored theiv air-way toward the open water, where a fine
grouap of thivty  Greater! Seaup was alveady swimnung, glistening in black
and white,

Malking the turn at the far end of the lake we found three Salitary Sand-
pipers.  Ouy list seemed full and the afternoon well spent when hefore our
eves a Common Loon rose to the surface out of Lthe water's depth.  Amidst
the ducks and Coots he appeared like a battieship survounded by small craft.
He was a fine male, glossy davk sprinkled wilth white.

Bv now the wind was whipping the water and with hands numb and eves
watering, we were feady to leave this vnuosual aveay of water birds, We
counted il a rarve treat however for o {his section where no large permanent
lakes exist, such opportunities are but rvavely afTevded.

CLARKSVILLE, TENN., Mav, 1837,



24 THE MIGRANT June

SUMMER BIRDS OFF PICKETT FOREST

By ALBERT I". GANIER

The birds of an area that has always been a wilderness, present: some
intevesting contrasts when compared with arveas that have been settled up
by man thru the years. It was pavtly this thal caused the 11,500 acre Pickett
Forest® to be chosen for study by the 1037 “expedition” of the T. 0. 5. during
the week of June 14-20. For the nwrpose of making as caveful a census as
possible of the breeding hivds of the area, this group of [oortern™” was afield
practically all of the time cach dayv and explored the variou types of habitats
to be found.

The Forest oceupies all of the ecastern porfion of Pickewr Counity, lies
against the Kentucky hine, and is on the north end of the Cumberland 1'lateau.
Thiz and adjacent aveas, covering some 400 =qnarve miles, have been marked
on maps until recent years as “The Wilderness” because of the lacht that its
rough topography was envered hy an alimost unhyoken forest.  Between Len
and three vers ago, lopging vailwavs were pushed into this scction and the
best timber vemoved, followine which Lhe tracl was given hy the owners to the
State. The trees are chiefly hardwood but there is alse a good deal of pine.
The latter is mosily the scrub or Jevsey pine but there is also a gnod deal of
shove-leal pine and some of the tall stately white pines. Hemlock is te he
found along the streams and under Lthe ehiffs, Mountain lauvel and rhododendron
(white) are well distributed.  Bervies of many sovts ave found in abundanee
and with other natueal foods ean support a lavge guota of wild life. Numer-
ous streams cut deep gorges thru the Forest avca and in places there occur
high eliffs of =sandstane in the Torm of cscarpments.  Most pronounced of
these arc those along Rock Creelk, Big Laurcl and about the headwaters of
Woll River wherve ¢hiffs two hundred feer sheer beeome truly spectacular.
Thesze eliffs have in vears gone by, been the nesting places of Golden Eagples,
Ravens and Duck Hawlks, The latter are still found and the cagles may he
here o0 bul the Raven 1z no longer Lo be found.  Chunney Rock, risinp more
than 100 feet 15 one of the most remarkable formations cast of the Rockies.

The annotaterd hst of (9 species follows. Gutheving of the data for the
compilation nf this list represents the work of all members of our party and
the writer is especinlly indebted to My. Alfved Clebseh Sr. (ar compiling daily
Lhe eomposite listings of the vavions observers.  While the list i= veasonably
complete yvet, with further field work the following species, sought but not
tound, wauld probably have been added; Black Vulture, Sharvp-shinned Hawk,
Golden Eagle, Barved Owl, Black-hilled Cuckon, Acadian Flycatcher, Cowbired,
Redstart, the Golden-winged, Plucewinged, Cevulean, Yellow and Parula
Warbleys, Species seen in as many as twenly localities are tevimed “fairly
common’ or “ecommon.”

Brack-Crownen NigHT HERON. Npeticores wyeticoray hewetli. One oh-
werved on the lake, June 15, by Mengel; an unexpected find.

=Ear Tocciteme et ety Fopvst s (R FE 5 S ST B S R T YT

* Whe manty esmse o] of  A&lme] o L LT e 4 e ) I A LT RETRTN R 1 o Counee.
Hiw o] Cognee Geplen Dast=, A F. Gianier, Rabd, Mes=ot Stroe AMale! Staght aml Miss Emtlhie
Yunler, 1or enthe wenik Fo ! v, oweite Moo= Cagrer, Wme Hay, Mizs Mary Les, GoOR.

Mashickl ol Foo A Palte O
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TURKEY VULTURY. Cathartes aura seplentrionalis. Three or four seen each
day, most often about the cliffs in which they doubtless nest.

Coopers HAwK. Aceipiter cooperi. One only was observed, however it is
probable that they occur regularly and in some numbers,

EASTERN RED-TAILED HAwWK. Butro b, bhorealis. Ten seen at five points
chiefly on the west side of Lhe forest.

BroAD-WINGED Hawk., Buteo p. platypterus. One was scen on July 3, at
Chimney Rock. [t should be found vegularly in this area.

Duck HAWK. Faleo perigrives anatwm. Six of these falcons were seen
in four locations, viz, a palr a mile south of Rock House fire tower where an
eyrie was found in the face of The Rock Island, a 150 foot shecr cliff above
Laurel Fork; two soaring over the lake and probably from the Wolf River
¢liffs: one in the Rock Creek eanvon near Lhe Kentucky line, and one over the
valley cast of Chimney Roek., This general avea is splendidly suited for these
vare birds and doublless other paitz could be located.  (Fifteen miles south of
the Forest and Lwo miles soulh of Jamestown, in the face of a high cliff
above Rockeastle Cove, the wyriter found an occupled eyrie of these falcons
on Mayv 20, 1927, An unsuccesslul attempt Lo reach the nesting ledge was
made with vopes and tackle, as the birds few about protesting vociferously.)

FEaAsTERN SprARROwW Hawk. Faleo s sparvverins.  Sixteen were aohserved,
usually where dead trees stood in elearings. Young of the vear were abvoad.

BEasTern RUFFED GrOUse. Baowasa w. winbellps, Not observed by our party
but aceording to workers in the [Fovest it is often seen crossing or dusting
itself in the roads and trails. M. Holt, Park Engincer desevibed a nest with
five cgas found in 1916 on the videe near the lodge.

WiLp Turgey., Meleagris gallopove sileestris. Practically all gone but
reliably reporvted as being occasionally shot.

AmErican Woopcock. Philohela mmioer. The fresh tracks of onc were
found in mavshy ground by a small mill-pond on Sampsons Hammer road on
the west side of the forest.  Plaster casts were made of these tracks for
refrrence.

EASTERN MouRNING DoVE. Zewaddvre ni omecronra, A total of 13 were
noled tho there is practically no eleaved ground in the Forest Lo attract them.

YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO. accyzus o, rericedns, Seven noted during the
week,

GREAT-HORNED OwL. Bubo o, virgivinnns. One nearvd calling on Sampson’s
Hammer rpad and evidence of others was found undey some of the cliffs.

FASTERN WHIPPOORWILL., Aunlrostemas v, vociferys. Faivlv common, judg-
ing by its calls which weve heard at dusk and dawn in every section.

EasterN NicHTHAWK. Chordeiles . audior. Threr only were recorded.

CHIMNEY SWIFT. Chacture pelagica. Fairly common, in groups of 3 or 4.
Few chimneys being available, some may still neat heve in hollow trees.

Rury-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD., Archilochus colubris. Nine were vecorded.
A nest wasg being built 25 feet up in a pine ncar the Indge.

EasTERN BELTED KINGFISHER, Megacoryle n, aleyon. A palr weve seen on
the lake where they add a picturesque Louch of life to the scenery.

NoRTHERN FLICKER. Colaples aratus lnfens, Fairly ecommon everyvwheve.

SOUTHERN PILEATED WoODPECKER. Ceoplilocns p, pileatus. Four only were
recorded, thervefove found less common than was expected,
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RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER. Centwrus carolinns, Only two of this species
were seen; it was unexpectedly scarce.

RED-HEADED WooDreckKer., Maelanarpes erylhrocophalus. Fourteen were seen.

Easterny Hamy WonpPeEcKER. Dieyobates v, villosus. Nine were recorded.

NoORTHERN  Downy WonppECKER,  Dryobates p. puheseens,  Apparvently
rather scavce. since only five were listed.

RED-cOCKADED WoNDPECKER., Dryohates horealis. This woodpecker of the
pine woods, rare a= far north as Tennessee, was found at three points in pine
groves. There were several birds in each grvoup and they usually made their
presence known by their ehattering “eonveysation.”  One bird was also zeen
in the pine grove al York Institute two miles north of Jamestown. On previous
trips the writer has cavefully scavched for them in the Jamestown area but
without success.

LasTeesy Kinorirn.  Tyranins fyranuns, Two were seen in the Forest
and one just outside. The envivonment i= nol such as they arve partial Lo,

NORTHERN CRESTED FrycaTeuer. Muyiorelus crinitus borecps, Faivly com-
man and genevally distpributed throout the avea,

EAsTERN PHOEBE. Sayornis phoche. Abundant: the roel overhangs over
the streams and ¢lifls elsewhere were the sites of many nests examined.,

EasTern Woon PEWEE. MWyiochanes rirens. Common and much in evidence.

RovgH-wiNaep BwaLLow. Stelgidopterye vuficolis servipennis. A group of
six were nesting in pot-holes of a ¢liff above the lake.

PurrLE MaARTIN. FProgne & suhis. Five obscrved Aving over. It nests in
boxes oulside the Fovest provided by the mountam people.

NorTHERN BLUE Jav., Cyrtocitie oo cristate. Faivly common.

CaroLINA CHICKADEE., Peuthestes 0 cornlinensis, Fairly commaon,

Torren Tiesovse. Reecolophos bhicalor. A [aivly common speeies.

W HITE-BREASTED NUTHATCI. Sitfa o, carolincnsis. Faivly common.

BEwicks WREN. Theyouiaincs b, bewichi. Faivly caommon, nest and 6 fresh
epzs in woodpile on ﬁ/lﬁ al=o one with 5 voung in a new cabin. It was found
i the wonded arveas as often as the Carolina.

Carongxa Waes, Thryothoves 1o ladoriciaies, TPaicly commons: ane mest.

CATBIRD,  Thanetella ceralivensis. Fairly common; several nests found.

BrowN THrRASHER, Towostoure rafuni. Faivly common thrunut these wonod-
lands and in (ull =one which seemed mellower here than eclsewhere.

astery Rosin, Twrdus v nogreotorins. Four had established themselves
on the lodge grounds but appavently nel elsewhere,  One nest. in a pine.

Woon TurUst. HylociehIn mueteline. Common and in ideal surroundings.

FoasTterN BLUEBIRD. Sialin s. sialis, Common and generally distributed.

BLEE-GRAY GNATUATCHER. Polioptile o, ecacralen. Only Lwo were seen.

Cepar WAXWING. Bomhyeilllo codrormm,. Twelve noted, including a flock or
® nn Rock Creek. A pair were building a nest in a hblack gum at the lodgze.

Warte-eyep Vireo. Vieco g grigcos. Fairly common, itz song often heard.

YELLOW-THROATED VIREO. Vireo flavifrons. Common, a bivd of the treetops.

RED-EYED VIREO. Virea oliveceips, Common. Two nests contained young.

Bracw-anp-wHiTe WarBLer. MWuiofilta vorin, Foirly eommon.

nwoints, viz, in havdwoods ol Chimney Rool, in a pine al the head of the lake,
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and one on York Highway south of Pall Mall.

YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER. Dendroiea domivica subsp, One only, in a pine,

NORTHERN PINE WarsLER., Dendroice p. pinas. Common whevrver there
were pines and much in evidence due to its frequent song,

NORTHERN PraAmie WARBLER, Dendroica d. discolor. We voted this the
most abundant bivd recorded, having recorded 1t 83 times on our lists. One
nest with 8 fresh eggs and another with newarly Hedged voung.

OVENBIRD, Seirus aurocapillus, Seon ar heard daily thruout the Fovest.

Lotistana WATER THRUSH, Sctmrns nmetaeilu, Recorded on ten oceasions.

Kentucky WARBLER. Oporosais formosps. Fawly common, m all aveas.

MARYLAND YELLOWTHROAT., Geothlypis . brichas. Faivly common. A nest
with 4 egegs Just hatching was found June 17 near Rock (‘reek.

YLELLOW-BREASTED CHAT. [leteria v, virens, Common, almost abundant,

Hoonen WareLER, Wilsonia cif cine. Common and genevally distributed.

ENLISH SPARROW. Pusser . domestiens. Only 3 noted, Lhese at the lodge.

SCARLET TanaAGER. Plranga erythromelas. Common, especially on the ridges.

SUMMER TavaceEr. Piraiga v. rubra. Common, mostly found in the valleys.

CARDINAL. Richoondena e, cavdiinlis. Seventeen recorded and one nest

INpco Bunrting, FPasseruia cyoeed. Common and much in evidence.

EAasTERN GOLDFINCH, Spiaus !, fristis. Common, usoally 2 or 3 together.

RED-EYED TOWHTE. Pipilo . erythroptholinas. Common. Oue nest with eggs.

BacHMANS Sparrow. Aimophile aesticalis baclimani, Nine were recorded,
in bits of open grassy woodland. Their pleasant song revealed cheir presence.

EASTERN CHIPPING SPARROW. Spizella p. pusserini. A faivly common species,

Eastern FiELD Searrow. Spizello p. pusille. Faivly comnon.

Supplementing the ubove list of birds of Pickett Forest proper, the fol-
lowing notes on birds observed about Jamestown (15 miles south) and in
Rockeastle, Buffalo and Gwinn Coves a few miles south of Jamesiown, and
elsewhere in this region, may be of intevest. These notes were chiefly gathered
on six prvious trips, including a week spent in Lhis avea, From May 27 to
June 1, 1927.

A pair of GOLDEN EaGLEs were observed al elose range i Buffale Cove
on May 31, 1927, by G. R. Maxfield and the writer, and three others were
seen, also at close range, in Gwinn Cove on May 31, 14930, by H, . Monk
and the writer. DBoth of these dates evidenced nesting nearby but on these
and two subsequent Lrips I found only an old nest. In this nest, on Mareh 25,
1928, two small young of the GREAT HornED Owr were found, GRACKLES are
not as yet regulay summer residents on the Cumberland Plateau but several
pair have established themselves in the village of Jamstown; they are probably
the eastern form. A CHUCK-WILLS-WIDOW was tecorded in the Wolf River
valley at Pall Mall, on the evening of June 14, while from the high plateau
about the Whip-poor-wills were calling in numbers. Four miles north of
Byrdstown, a brood of newly fledged Pramrie HurNED LARKS were found on
Jun= 14 and on July 5 an adult bird was seen two miles south of this loeality.
[n the long-settled flat aveas about Jamestown, several species have been
vecorded that were not on our list of birds found in Pickell Forest. These
were Kildeer, Baltimore and Ovchard Ovioles, Grackle, Starling, Grasshopper
Sparrvow, Yellow and Blue-winged Warblers,

NASHVILLE, TENN
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NOTES ON THE WATER BIRDS OF NORRIS 1LAKE
By GrorceE Foster, JR.

In his article on the waterbirds of Bast Tennessee in the Migrant for
June, 1935, Mr. James Trent, Jv. stated: *It is hoped that this list will
serve to compare the abundance ol wuterbivds in East Tennessee before and
after the completion of Novriz Dam and ilhe establishing of the nnmense lake
above iL, along the Clinch River. . . ."

Norris Lake has apparently had a very decided etfect on the relative
abundance of many waterbivds in this -cetion. Extending seventy-two miles
up the Powell River (a tributary of che (linch), and up the valleys of a
number of smaller steeams, Novris Lake has a shoreline of over seven huandred
miles, and when full covers thivty-four Lthousand aecves. Novris Dam iz essen-
tially a storage dam, rveleasing the spring toods in late summer to maintain
a uniform flow of water in the Tennessee River, Thus it s that durving the
course of a year's time the level of the Lake Huoctuates about sixty feet. This,
of eourse, changes feeding conditions almost from dav to day, and virtually
eliminates the nesting of many water birds avound it margins, It is of
interest here to speculate upon the feeding possibilities of the years to come
for a lavge portion of the marginal vegetation innundated last summer failed
to come back in the fall Lo serve as potential bird food. Whether this has
an effect on the winter abundance of walerfow!| remaing to be seen. Twao
much smaller permanent-level lakes adjoining Norris Lake have been formed,
and they, Caryville and Big Ridge Lakes, have both vielded some interesting
veeorids.

[t suffices to sav that almost without exception every duck mentioned in
Mr. Trent's paper has become more common, Notable examples of this are
found in these cases:

Gadwall (one record quoted by Trent). Has been found guite veeularly
but in hmited numbers, from November 1 until April T,

Buldpate (listed as a very rave transient).  Far from that now; 150 were
seell on Marveh 21, 1937,

Blue-winged and Green-winved Teal. Neither arve vave now. The Green-
winged Teal winteved heve in small numbers, and the Blue wing is an abundant
late transient in spring.

Buffiehead, PFirst vecorded for Novris Lake on November 27, 1936, when
uve were seen.  Seen frequendly theveafter.

Ruddy Duck. Fairvly eommon fall transient bebween November 1 and 25,
Two April records, April 10 and 13

American Mevganser. All ol the Mevgansers are commoner now than
formeriv.  This species ix a fairly common winler rvesident  (fifty seen on
Ceeember 12, 1936),

These are bul u few of the striking changes in distribution. The American
Pintail, listed as very vave, has been vecorded by the wyiter on five oceasions
during the past winter. The dates ranged from November 1 to March 21, and
the numbers from one to sixty. Redhead, Ring-necked, Canvas-back, and
Seavp have been seen in numbers which totuled fifteen hundred birds in a day.
The Redhead and Cuanvas-back are still comparatively rarve, however. None
of the above “divers"” wintered here in numbers, the Biack Duck and the
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Mallard being our commeon winter ducks. Mixed flocks of the latter two
species totaling six hundred hivds winteved in the Big Valley area of the
Lake this past season.

The Horned Grebe has presented one of Lhe biggest surprises of the past
season.  On October 19, 1936, three of them were observed in winter plumage.
On almost all of the twenty-odd tvips on the Lake which followed duving the
course of the winter and spring a few of thrm were seen. On March 21,
1937, at least fifteen were seen, fully half of which were taking on breeding
plumage with the lighter-coloved “horns”™ Lhen clearly wvisible. Lack of
experience with a Graflex cameva prevented a photo of a Horned Grebe in
good breeding plumage at a distance of less than twelve feet,

Common Loons, also, have proven to be faivly common in migration, but
did not winter. On May 16, 1937, ten of these big bivds were seen au
scattered intervals around the lake.

At Caryville Lake, particularvly, have shovebivds been found in some num-
bers in late summer (see Migrant For December, 1936, page 102 for note on
Baird’s Sandpiper), The Pectoral Sandpiper and the Bonaparte’s Gull, both
listed by My, Trent on his hypothetical list, have been found in spring and
fall migration. The Bonaparte's Gull was first seen on April 10, 1936, was
recorded again on December o, 1936, and on April 11, 1937, when a total of
eight birds was observed. These birds were still present on May 16, 1937,

It will he noted that few definite dates have been quoted, but rather a
very general picture of a few of the changes has been outlined. It has been
the writer's good fortune to cover some twenty-five hundred miles an Norris
Lake in the past year, and from this experience he has an opportunity to
watch the gradual transition which appeavs to be taking place in waterfowl
abundance in East Tennessee. With Norris Lale, the fivst TVA lake in [ast
Tennessee, having so great an effect on bivd life it will be interesting to watch
the inevitable changes which will take pluce when the Tennessee River
becomes a continuons series of almost permanent level lukes from Knoxville
to Paducah.

The writer wishes lo acknowledge with thanks, the co-vperation and
assistance received trvom Mr. L. B. Kalter, Mr. James Trent Jv., and Mr.
George Foster, Sv., with one or more of whom he has made each of his
trips on the Lake.

Norris, TENN. May, 1937,

0

BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR 1936: Papers and notes on Tennessee birds which
have appeaved in other joumrnals during the past calendar year arve briefly
listed as followe:

In The Auk: July, Vol 53, 337-8, “A Winter Food Supply for the Crow”
by C. Crook; October, 482, “Injury Feigning of Bob White and Kentucky
Warbler” by A. R. Laskey. In The Wilson Bulletin: December, Vol 48
241-255, “Fall and Winter Behavior of Mockingbivrds" (a study of selection
and defense of tervitory by color banded birds near Nashville) by A R
Laskey. In Bird Banding: October, Vol. 7, 171-172, “Indigo Bunting Returns —
1 and Returns—2" and Maryland Yellowthroat Age Records” by A, R. Laskey.
In Bird Banding News: June, Vol. £, p. 9, “Rocoveries of Bronzed Grackles,
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Hobins, and Amervican Egrets” by B. B, Coffey; September 12, “Summary of
Five Years of Bivd Banding” by A. R. Laskey; December, 5-6, “Banding in
the Mid-South" by B, B. Coffey. In Jowrnal, Townessee dcademy of Seienee:
April, Vol. IT, 9597, “A Midwinter Bird Census of the Montgumery Bell
Project” {cenzus made at vequest of Atlanta Office of National Park Sevvice.
On January b, five T. O. 8. members listed 40 species), by D, J. M. Shaver;
October, 241-250, “"Warterfow! of Radnor Lake near Nashville, Tenn” (A
report on bivds obsevved in the years of 1933 to 1836 mmelusive) by G. B.
Woodring, In Mewoirs of The Boston Society of Natwreal History, for April,
1936, Vol 9 Na. 2, pp 169391, “The American Woodeoek," monograph, by
Olin S, Pettingill Jr,, (the section giving status and data on this species for
Tennessec, pp 243-245, contributed by A. F. Guniver).

BUILDING LAKES IN TENNESSEE: In the early stages of the
national administration a feverish program ol selection, elimination, and
experimentation was adopted and, so far as wild life is coneerned, it was
mostly elimination,  The unemployment situation was acute and the problem
was not a matter of money, but to find something for idle hands to do. When
u reclamation bureaucral saw a lake or marsh, his eyes flashed with the fervor
of the zealot. Here was something that made no contribution to the welfare
of man in the way of food or transportation. “Lel us away with this mistake
of nature,” he crvied. Forthwith he set the CCC boyvs Lo work, and, under an
tl-advised program of sanitation, they destroyed many huarbors of aguatie
birds and plants, and did little havm to the mosquitos, Today this policy is
being reversed. Funds have been allolled for the building of the lakes which
were once marked for destruetion. We have just read that the State Con-
servation Department, with (he aid of WPA Ffunds, plang to build 40 to 50
lakes in Tennessee, wilth the ultimate purpose of u lake in every county
where suitable siles can be found. State WPA Administrator, Harry S
Bervy, has announced that his bureau has 31,000,000 available for building
lakes. This sum of money ought to pin many agquatic gems on the bosom of
Tennessee—It. A, WiLson, in Fin Fur and Feathers Dept. of the Nashville
Banner,

It is greatly to be rvegretted that the marsh dvainage program has all
but wiped out our mavsh-bivd population and ot 1= to be hoped that szeveral
extensive marshes can soon be built with federal funds to bring abour their
restoration. — Fu.

OUR ILLUSTRATIONS: On the page opposite, at top, are shown nesis
of the King Ruail and Least Bittern, deseribed by My, Dan R. Gray in his
article on the first page. At the bottom 15 a phote of a Black Vulture in
cubating its ege within a hollow lor and photographed by Mr. F. 8. Carpenter
whose notes on the nest will be found in The Round Table. On the next page
will e found Field Day group pictures taken in early May of our T, O, 8.
chapters at Nashville, Knoxville and Memphis,  On the opposite page is a
“snap' of 11 of our 14 members who attended the “field week” in Pickett
Forest in June. (For names, see article on Birds of Pickett Forvest.) In
center of the page s an imformal snap wken on Nashville Field Day as lunch
was being served. Below arve pictured Messvs, Dan R, Gray, H. P. [jams and
Georee Davis, well known to our readers. {(Continued on page 35).
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THE ROUND TABLE

GOLDEN EAGLE IN MISSISSIPPL: In Februavy, 1937, a Golden
Eagle and an immature Bald Eagle were brought to the Memphis Zoo by
My, G, D. Perrvy of Hollywood, Miss.,, 30 miles southwest of Memphis. Mr.
Perry writes that these birds were caught separvately, two or three weeks
apart, before Christmas of last yeav, in steel traps by two different negro
employees, The trapping (for mink and rvaccoon) was done about three
miles west of Hollywood (Tunica County) in what is called “Old River,”
over the levee. This was all the information Mr. Pervy could supply. This
our first record of the Golden Eagle for this avea and, as far as the writer
knows, the only published vecord for Mississippi—BeEx B, Correy, Memphis.

TWO SNOWY OWL RECORDS: In The Migrant for March, 1931, page
7, briet mention wa: made of the taking of two of these owls and to this
I am able to add some further details. The first was killed 5 miles south of
Paris, Tenn,, on Dec. 21, 1330, by a farm youlth who had found it sitting on
the low branches of a lavge tree. It was brought to me and I now have it as
a mounted specimen, It measuved exactly five feet from tip to tip of wings.
The breast feathers were pure white while those on the back are slightly
speckled. The other, taken on Dec, 20, the same year, was received by the
Taxidermy Shop of Tennessee al Memphis, it haviog been killed at Como,
Miss., 40 miles south of Memphis. The Snowy Owl rvavely comes as far south
as the United States and vecords south of the Ohio River must be considered
as accidental —BusTErR THOMPSON, Paris, Tenn.

NOTE: Inspection of the weather records for 1930 shows that no unusually
cold weather had prevailed in early December. Prior to the 20th, the
lowest daily tempevatures at Pavis, beginning the 10th, werve plus 42, 48, 31,
28, 33, 32, 20, 26, 30, 33, and 26. By odd co-incidence, the first (of four)
authentic record of the Snowy Owl for Tennessee was of one taken about 10
miles northwest of Paris. The foot of this bird, vegrettably killed on Feb. 3,
1918, was sent to the writer for vertification. December 1930, may be con-
sidered a Snowy Owl “invasion” of Tennessee for two more were killed in the
State during that month  Oue taken Dee. 3 at Reelfoot Lake was mounted
and is now in the State museum and the other. taken Dec. 31 neay Johnson
City, was mounted by a Knoxville taxidermist. No other records have rome
to my attention.—IEDITOR.

OQUR ILLUSTRATIONS (Continued'. Pictured opposite is the great
Chimney Rock ov “Bluebeard’s Castle,” on the west side of Pickett Forest at
the Kentucky line. This is one of the most spectacular monoliths in the
Eastern United States and we believe this to be the first published photograph
of it. After a long trek theu the wilderness with three companions, the Editor
got this unobstructed view from the top of a tall pine. As to its ornithological
significance, well, let us suppose that in days gone by it was a favored lookout
for Peregrines, Ravens and Golden Eagles.
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NOTES BY MEMEBERS OF THE CLARKSVILLE CHAPTER: A
Lesser Snow Goose spent 3 days (March 28-30) on the farm of Mr. Paoli
Meriwether in company with tame geese. Dr. Pickering took several pictures
of this bird which had to be flushed to show itself in flight. A male Red-
legged Black Duck spent all winter on Dunbar’s Cave lake with tame Mallards,
remained after they had been put up early in April to protect the spawn
of fish and was a little later himself led into captivity.——Chimney Swifts
first arrived on March 22, 8 in number. A spring roost was cbserved April
9 and 10, 300/600 birds going in from 6:00 to 6:15 p.m. and the same again
on May 2, a dark and rainy day. A Prairie Horned Lark was seen on May
16, presumably nesting nearby.——CIliff Swallow: At the crossing of Cum-
berland River at Dover, Tenn., a strong colony (about 250 birds) was found
nesting on May 16, under the separate span in the approach to the bridge.
The nests can be seen from the low field underneath, The bridge itself
held only a much smaller colony (about 30 birds). These two groups are
taken to be off-shoots from the main colony at lock D, a short distance
down-stream,. Purple Martin: First spring arrival March 11, 1:45 p.m.
They seemed to enjoy a snow storm that came in the latter part of March as
much as they do thunderstorms in summer. Tufted Titmouse: Several
pairs of adult birds were noticed feeding one another April 4 and 17; this
is probably a courtship demonstration.———Catbird: An early arrival came
to his old nest on April 8 but surrendered it later to a pair of Cardinals
which remodeled it to fit their needs. Red-eyed and White-eyed Vireos came
April 17 and 18, ten days later than last year.———A Worm-eating Warbler
was found at Neblett’s Slough on April 18. —Wilson's and Canada
Warblers, 7 and 5 respectively, were observed at various sites during week
of May 16 to 23, feeding mostly high in trees, especialiy the “Black Cap”
quite active. As in the fall these two species were found not far apart.
Bronzed Grackles were observed nesting on May 16, in the top chords of the
steel bridge across the Tennessee River west of Dover. The nests were built
on the steel connecting plates and the Grackles flew up through the lattice
to reach them., A rather hot site. Some late or last records for winter
visitants or spring transients are as follows: Winter Wren, April 14;
Solitary Sandpiper, 3 on May 15 and 16; Bobolink, on May 15 a flock of 30
noted in a fresh cut alfalfa field; Purple Finch, one on May 7 was with a
flock of Goldfinches; Savannah Sparrow a few as late as May 17, now in
fine breeding plumage; White-crowned Sparrow, last record 4 on May 8;
White-throated Sparrow, 1 on May 20; Swamp Sparrow until April 25 and
Song Sparrow, abundant around March 18 in creek bottoms.—ALFRED
CLEBSCH, SR., Clarksville, Tenn.

SPRING NOTES FROM CORINTH: My 1937 spring season has been
particularly enjoyable. March 30 brought two rare and beautiful male Red-
breasted Mergansers to Liddon’s Lake. Ruby-crowned Kinglets sang on each
of my early spring hikes; on April 16 one of these diminutive vagabonds
poured out his brave little heart from the old pear tree that takes up all
the space in my tiny backyard. Incidentally, this old tree planted 45 years
ago, has harbored many a rare bird. Every now and then one shows up
within its deep foliage that is not supposed to visit a town area so
crowded. Success crowned my ten years of searching for a Blue Grosbeak
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on April 18; it was at Sugarnole Pond in Tuscumbia bottom. Elgin Wright
and Johnny Johnsey witnessed the find. The Blues, two males, acted in
every detail just as the Rose-breasted species does. Again on the 25th we
found some 7 or 8 males and females feeding in tall willows in the same
bottom but 2 miles upstream. Later visits to the area failed to veveal the
birds. My second Worm-eating Warbler was found in the bottom at Whit-
more Levee the same date, April 25——At Liddun’s Lake on May 6, | saw
what looked like 3 siender blacl chickens, walking over the thick vegetation
that covers a small pond that lies west of the main lake. The birds were
uncanny, queer, and startled me. 1 knew they were not Coots. Then I
remembered —of course they could be nothing else than Gallinules. A close-up
view presently proved them to be the beautiful Purple species. 1 eannot
deseribe them. You wmust look them up in your bird book, the one with
colored pictures. And in the same spot with the gallinules I found my frst
Least Bittern, a female——0On May 9, Wright and 1 found our first Lark
Sparrow. We were on our way at 5 AM. toWaukomis Lake, when beside
the road a strange bird sang as he sat atop a tall, slender white oak. Neither
of us knew him. Presently he flew down into a patch ol dead cotton stalks
and began feeding and we were able to mark every detail of him at close
view. Then back to the tree he went for another bit of song. Later our bird
books confirmed our identification. He is a large beautiful sparvow with a
song that ranks with the best. In some parts of the country he seems to be
a common species but heve he is a lovely ravity,.——On May 9 also, in a
thick swamp, we found our first Canada Warbler. Numbevs of White-thvoated
Sparrow were lingering on that late date. I have learned an important lesson
this May: in this month the transients, many of them, arve at their height;
indeed May is a bettey month for them than April——On May 15, at Willow
Slough on the edge of Tuscumbia Bottom, between 5:30 and 6:00 in the
evening, I found the following list in open fields and lush meadows, the entire
area covering some 10 acres: male and female Bobolinks, Dickeissels, Indigo
Buntings, Kingbirds, Swamp Sparrows, Tield Spavvows, Grasshopper
Sparrows, Doves, Cardinals, Redwings, Meadowlavks, Cuclioos, Acadian Fly-
catchers in the willows, Chat, Chimney Swifts and Purple Mavtins, all told
16 kinds. And 1 should also add the Barved Owls that called from the big
bottom near by, and sweet clover and blooming alfalfa and hairy veteh and
pasture thistle and knee-deep meadow grasses studded with yellow wild-
flowers—all with a frangrance that was good to inhale. The sunset hour
in a deep meadow on a May day i¢ an expervience not to be forgot. But,
after all, the break of day is the best time to go out for birds. This May 16,
I was in the bottom at sun-up and found 2 vervilable small Aock of Bay-
breasted Warblers, and Magnolias, and Chestnuot-sided ones, not to mention
half a dozen Cardinals. Gnats filled the woods and the birds weve feasting.
Hundreds of (edar-Waxwings stuffed themselves. When T passed through
the deep underbrush the gnats would fily out and they sounded like vain but
they were not in the biting stage so did not annoy me.- BEnJ. R, WARRINER,
Corinth, Miss.

LATE MIGRATION OF THE BROWN THRASHER: A single Brown
Thrasher foraged in the yard at 1022 Tighteenth Avenue, Scuth, and in the
alley near this place late in the fall of 1936, He could be seen almost any
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day until November 21, After this date, he was seen no more. He appeared
strong and healthy, and when last seen flew away across the adjoining yards.
A second Brown Thrasher was seen on Saturday, November 7, in a thicket
on the Elmhill Road, four and one-half mile¢ from Nashville.—JEsse M.
SHAVER, George Peabody College for Teachers, Washville, Tennessee.

A COWBIRD'S ERROR: If a Cowbird, or any other bird for that
matter, had a sense of humor, I suppose it would think that the laying of its
eggs in the nest of another, usually smaller bird, was a great joke. On the
contrary, the inevitable result of such a trick is usually disastrous to the
rightful owner. However, I know of one instance where the joke was on
the interloper. It is the uvsual habit of the Cowbird to locate new nests of
other species and to deposit its first egg therein on the same day the first
egg of the owner is laid. Sometimes two and even three more eggs are added
by the miscreant on succeeding days, and there follows a corresponding cur-
tailment of the eggs of the rightful owner. TFor example, I recently collected
a set of only two Kentucky Warbler eggs from a nest which contained three
of the Cowbird. None of my friends has ever found, nor can anyone recall
having read of, the Cowbird making so gross a blunder as to deposit its eggs
in an abandoned nest, yet such an instance was found near Nashville on May
9, 1937. Having noticed an old nest of the Red-eyed Vireo, built five feet up
from the ground on the end of a hickory limb in a woodland, one of our
party asked a companion to look into it. To his great surprise, the companion
found two Cowbird eggs in the nest, both fresh. The nest had come through
the winter and from its dilapidated appearance, it must have been a very
bad winter. It was hung to the twig with the frailest of fibers and one
wondered how it could have held the usurper. Here was one place where
Cowbird eggs were in the right nest because their chances of hatching were
as dark as the bird's feathers. The joke was on the Cowhird. The nest was
in an enclosed and posted grounds and there is no probability that the eggs
were placed there by human hand.—BuUrT L. MonROE, Louisville, Ky.

A BLUE-WINGED WARBLER NEST NEAR NASHVILLE: On May
9, 1937, while attending the Annual Spring Field Day of the Tennessee
Ornithological Society, I had the great pleasure of being in the group which
discovered the nest of the Blue-winged Warbler., We were on the Spain
farm, 19 miles north of Nashville, in Robertson Co., and our party had been
listing the birds up Sycamore Creek. At one place along the creek, we left
the stream proper and crossed over to a sedge field about 1/3 of an acre in
size. The field lay at the base of a slope covered with some timber. The
thin sedge was intergrown with blackberry briars and at one end there was
the remains of a log hut. I happened to be walking in advance of the rest
of the party toward this hut and was anticipating the listing of the Blue-
winged Warbler for our list, when I flushed one of the birds about 15 feet
ahead. It feigned injury and I realized that we were near its nest. I did
not move my position for fear T would lose the exact location and awaited
the arrival of the rest of the group. A thorough search, supervised by
Mr. Albert Ganier, revealed the nest which was placed between two briars
and a small sedge clump, resting on the ground and extending five inches
up to the rim. Externally, it was made of oak leaves; then bark strips and
weeds, with a final lining of grasses. Two oak leaves arching over the top,
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as is customary with the habit of this species, obscured the eggs from view,

It contained five fresh eggs which were pure white in color, marked with dots
of light brown chiefly about the larger end. Scveral photographs were
made of the nest, during which time both parent birds came about and
protested. Two other male birds weve heard within 2 half mile of this
nesting site.- —BurTt L. Monrog, Louisville, Ky.

BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER AT NASHVILLE: For ten
years past no local record has been made of this rather rare transient. On
May 7, the writer heard an unusual warbler call during the early morning in
Mt. Olivet Cemetery. He had just noted a large group of Cape May Warhlers,
two Nashville Warblers, two Magnolia Warblers and a Canada Warbler and
was looking for more species on this lucky day. The Blark-throated Blue was
singing a song quite similar to the one heard in the Great Smokies during the
nesting season. At other times, this species has usually given only a Zay,
Zay, Zay call immediately recognizable. The bird was followed for some time
but he gave only the one song with hut little variation. Most of my 22 previous
records have been made in Shelby Park oy on the Vanderbilt Campus and are
as follows: 1916, April 21 (2), 28 (3), May 5 (1), 12 (1); 1917, May 4 (1),
5 (2), 6 (2),7 (1), 9 (1), 14 (1); 1921, April 26 (1), 27 (1), 28 (1), May
1 (1), 12 (1);; 1923, May 5 (2), 6 (6), 12 (1), 16 (1); 1926, May 4 (1),
G (1), and 7 (1). G. R. MAYFIELD, Nashville.

OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER HABITS: On Sept. 6, 7 and B, near
Nashville, 1 had the opportunity to watch three of these birds and observe
their habits. The first, noted at 3:30 p.m. on a warm day, was making long
flights after insects from the dead top of a big oak. Mr. Ganier tells me
that all of his birds have been found in similar locations. However, the in-
dividuals I located on the Tth and 8th were seen very early in the morning—
between 6 and 7- -and they were making their flights near the ground from
the lower branches of large trees or the dead tops of small trees. The in-
ference is, that in the cool of the morning the high-flying insects have not
begun to move about and the Fycatchers must rely on perhaps less desirable
sarts of the low-flying lkinds, One of the bivds, which was collected, was ex-
ceedingly fat-——JoHN B. CALHOUN, University of Virginia.

PHOTOGRAPHING A VULTURE: On May 15, a nest of the Black
Vulture was found near Louisville in a large hollow beech log in a woodland.
When 1 peered within, the old bird was found to be sitting on one egg which
was deposited aboul 7 feet from the entrance. Instead of flushing. the bird
continued to sit so I decided to take photographs of her and finally did so from
a point not over 6 feet distant. Proper light was secured by the use of 3
photo-flash bulb. On June 19 I veturned, hoping to find a young bird and to
take a sevies of pictuves of it. However the egg had been deserted meanwhile
and was found to be addled without sign of embryo in it. It is probable that
the ege was overdue to hatch when I found it on May 15 and perhaps the
gentleness of the bird was due Lo its having continued to incubate for some
time beyond the uvsual period which is said to be about 30 days.—Froyp S.
CARPENTER, Louisville, Ky.

Note: The excellent picture is reproduced on page 31.— EDITOR.
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NOTES FROM WHEELER DAM: Herring Gulls, which came and went
in large numbers last winter, with every rise of the Tennessee River over the
freshly flooded lands, have been less common this season but more consistently
present. Ducks also have been less common on Wheeler Lake, perhaps due
to the increased depth of water; I understand however that they have been
common at the shallow “Green Onion” inlet on Wilson Lake, 3 miles below
Wheeler Dam. Hawks seem to be more common this winter than usual
particularly Marsh Hawks and Sparrow Hawks. A Tree Sparrow, the
identity of which I am reasonably sure, was noted during Christmas week
here; an interesting record for this far south. About the same time, a flock
of 20 Rusty Blackbirds, a Pine Warbler and a Fox Sparrow were listed.
Brown Thrashers have been observed on two occasions. Shrikes are frequently
noted along the roadsides. The Florence, Ala., paper told of an Eagle (prob-
ably the Bald) having been killed near Wheeler, the first week in December—
Jonn BamBergG, Guntersville Dam, Alabama.

NOTES FROM MURFREESBORO: An American Bittern was killed
near here on Nov. 6. Two Double-crested Cormorants were on the mill pond
in Stone’s River at Walter Hill on Nov. 22; one of these was shot and found
to contain 14 small fish. Eight Hooded Mergansers were seen on Nov. 28.
Dr, Black gives Oct. 12 as the last date on which he saw Chimney Swifts
roosting here.—H. O. Topb, Murfreesboro.

RED-BACKED SANDPIPER AT KNOXVILLE: On October 4, 1936,
1 took a company of six Boy Scouts to Lake Andrew Jackson, about fourteen
miles from Knoxville, for a bird-study trip. Our activities centered mainly
on following the shore of the lake in a search for possible shore birds. Dur-
ing the course of our activities we came upon a small sandpiper which,
peculiarly enough, was so tame that, by a cautious approach, we were finally
able to get within six feet of it. My first impression was the peculiar slightly
curved, medium-length slender hill. We happened to have with us a copy of
Birds of America, Vol. I, the plates of which we consulted on the spot and
our only possible verdict was Red-backed Sandpiper (Pelidna alpine sak-
haling). It was in fall plamage of course but with ideal color plates, descrip-
tion and estimate of size, I felt no doubt as to the correctness of naming the
bird as this species.—EaARrRL O. HENRY, 401 Med. Arts Bldg., Knoxville.

Note: Dr. F. My Chapman, in his description of this species, says it “may
always be known by its slightly curved bill” and that “it is an unsuspicious,
rather stupid, little Snipe, less active than most members of this family,”
Dr. Henry's record above is the first for Tennessee.-—EDITOR.

AN OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER IN THE SMOKIES: The finding of
one of these rare flycalchers always marks a red-letter day, particularly in
spring when the bird may be suspected of being on its breeding ground. On
May 16 one of them was observed in Cades Cove by the writer and other
members of the Knoxville Chapter who had joined the field trip scheduled
there for that day. The bird was atop a dead tree on Boring Ridge, about
1.5 miles southwest of Oliver’s Lodge and at elevation 2200 feet s.l. Ten
days later, hoping to find it still there and perhaps to establish a breeding
record, W. M. Walker and Charles Baird returned to the site but were unable
to find it. They concluded that most likely our bird was a transient—H. P.
[rams, Knoxville.
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PROTHONOTARY WARBLERS have become common enough around
my place this year to justify comment. During the last of April three pairs
were building in bird boxes near the house. On May 2 (our annual spring
census) 14 Prothonotary Warblers were listed. At the end of the first week
in May two pairs were sitting on five eggs each; the other on four eggs.
The latter nest was destroyed later. The others reaved four young each.
On June 4 one of these original pairs had rebuilt in the same box and had
one egg. The other original pair had finished vebuilding nearby. Both
birds carried nesting matevial which consisted of green moss, dried leaves
and pine needles. First set: of eggs were five each; second sets were four
each. Two infertile eggs were removed by the old birds before the young
left the nest. None of the nests were closer than 500 feet to the Tennessee
River which flows nearhy. T have been surprised to note how high in the
big trees these bivds feed and sing at times, reminding one more of a Red-
start than of a marsh-loving bird. During the past 20 years the Prothonotary
Wairhler has been a vave bird with us, Only one nest had been found and it
was destroyed by high water. Last vear a fisherman put up a erude bird
box near his shack on the river bank., It was well above high water and two
hroods of Prothonotary Warblers were reared successfully, which 1 believe
accounts for my success this year.—H, P. Iyams, “Island Home," Knoxville.

THE SEASON AT KNOXVILLE: Geovge Foster and the writer, at
Norris and Knoxville respectively, have found the Golden-winged Warbler
more frequently this year than in 1935 or 1836, We have three or four
records each [or this vave species. Also on April 26 the writer was at
Andrew Jackson Lake from 6 A.M. until past noon, and while there found a
total of five Blue-winged Warhlers. Both the Golden-winged and Blue-
winged were located by note and identification then confirmed by sight. Both
species were found in cut-over timbeyr near the lake shore where the second
growth and young trees vanged from three to twelve feet in height. The
birds were very active even for warblers, and seldom fed in foliage higher
than twenty feet from the ground.——The usual flock of Awmerican Mer-
gansers did not winter on Lake Andrew Jackson this winter. Except for
a flock of five Mallards there was a very evident lack of duecks until about
Mareh 10, Since then, three Sandpipers, the Osprey, Coot, Pied-billed Grebe,
Double-erested Cormorant, the American Bittern, and several species of ducks
have been recorded. Four Blue-winged and three Green-winged Teal were
present the middle of May but prazing cattle were rvapidly destroying the
high grasses around the shallow parts of the waters edge, thereby lessening
the possibility for nesting sites.——Other interesting occurrences at the
lake: A Duck Hawk was observed the morning of April 10, An American
Bittern was seen on April 26 and another recorded on May 27; there were
no other records between these two dates. A local taxidermist reported to
Mr. Ijams that a Wood Ibis was shot at Cedar Bluff on April 16. The care-
taker at Lake Andrvew Jackson veported a bird of similar deseription as
being at the lake a few days earlier; perhaps the same one——A trip to
Cade's Cove on May 31, vielded 64 species 31 of which were in the Cove.
Six miles on foot along the (7. C. (. fire roads yielded a nice list of warblers.
Of these we recorded the Black-and-white 18, Blackburnian 1, Black-throated
Green 30, Hooded 16, Kentucky B33, Maryland Yellowthroat 2, Palm 1,



42 THE. MIGRANT June

Pine 17, Redstart 4, Yellow 3 and Prairie 8. We found young of
the Black-and-white and judging from the actions and notes of a B.T.G., it
was feeding young. The Palm Warbler was evidently a late migrant. A
rainy ten days at the beginning of warbler migration hindered the activities
of our club members. A few of our “first dates” for migrants are late since
the birds were common when first noted. The following are the Knoxville
T. O. 8. first dates for spring migrants: Purple Martin 2/27, Brown
Thrasher 2,28, Chipping Sparrow 3/7, Pine Warbler 3/13, Tree Swallow
3/14; Blue-gray Gnateatcher 3/21, Rough-winged Swallow 3/21, Cowbird 3/21,
La. Waterthrush 3/22, Vesper Sparrow 3/28, Barn Swallow 3/30, Black-
and-white Warbler 3/31, Yellow Warbler 4,6, Chimney Swift and White-
eyed Vireo 4/9, Wood Thrush 4{10. Ovenbird, Hooded Warbler, and Hum-
mingbird 4/15, Redstart 4/17, Black-thr. Green Warbler, Green Heron,
Whip-poor-will, Chuck-wills-widow, Prairie Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler,
Yellow-throated Vireo, Philadelphia Vireo, Chat, Crested Flyeatcher, Night-
hawk, Kingbird, Orchard Oriole, and Spotted Sandpiper 4/18, Catbird 4/20,
Warbling Vireo 4/21. Red-eyed Vireo and Maryland Yellowthroat 4/24,
Summer Tanager 4/24, Grasshopper Sparrow 4,26, Palm Warbler, Golden-
winged Warbler, Worm-eating Warbler, Blue-winged Warbler, Yellow-
throated (Sycamore) Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Yellow-billed Cuckoo,
Wood Pewee, Scarlet Tanager and Solitary Sandpiper 4/26, Magnolia
Warbler, American Bittern and Cliff Swallow 4/28, and on May 2 we
recorded Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Blue-headed Vireo, Black-billed Cuckoo,
Veery, Baltimore Oriole, Lincoln Sparvow, Bobolink, Gray-cheeked Thrush,
Prothonotary, Canada, Blackpell and Tennessee Warblers. The Wilson
Warbler, our latest, was seen on May 15.—W. M. WaLkER, Knoxville.

A WOODCOCK AT HIGH ALTITUDE IN GREAT SMOKY MOUN-
TAINS NATIONAL PARK: On June 12, 1935, I flushed a Woodcock (Philo-
hela minor) from a clump of trees on Heintoopa Bald at an altitude of 5,150
feet, in the southeast corner of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
Further observation revealed numerous holes made by this bird in the moist
soil under the spruce. This “Bald” is entirely covered with grass, small
shrubs, fallen deciduous trees and this colony of spruce. The entire region
with the exception of the summit described above is surrounded by deciduous
trees., This is my only record of the species in the Park, although I looked
carefully on many field trips for the bird—Raymonp J. FLEETWOOD, (Former
Naturalist Assistant, Great Smoky Mountains National Park) Padueah, Ky.

THE REELFOOT CRANETOWN attracts more and more ornithologists
each season and justly so, for it exhibits the most interesting aggregation of
nesting birds in the Central South, if not in the entirve Interior. A letter
from Dr. Chas. Kendeigh states that he and Dr. Vietor Shelford took classes
from the University of Illinois to Reelfoot on March 26-29. Eighty-eight
species of birds were listed including 2 Yellow-crowned Night Herons on a
large pond within the wet forest near the Hickman Gun Club. Dr. C. F.
Pickering of Clarksville and Dr. H. S. Vaughn of Nashville both visited the
site with friends during April for the purpose of making movies. Mr. Karl
Maslowski and two fellow bird students from Cinecinnati will visit Cranetown
in June as will Prof. Rudolf Bennitt and others from the Unijversity of
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Missouri in July. Still olher wvisitors were veported.

Some Cormorants were shot {rom the nests in 1936 by fishermen who
thoveht they weve thus conservine game fish in the Lake. Upon a protest
being made by officevs of the T. O. 8. to the Tenn. Dept. of Tich and Game,
orders were issued by Divector Buntin that ne gunfive was to be allowad
in these nesting colontes in future., Duvine June, 1936, Mr. Floyd Caorpenter
of Louisville found a pile of heron bones under the “Lattle Cranetown” which
is situated at the upper end of the lake just within the Kentueky line, Being
outside of our state, the Editor presented the situation Lo the U. S. Biological
Survey and their Me. W, E, Crouch has seat him the veport of Mr. Kobt. C.
Souper, Game Manasement Aoent of Fenderson, Ky, dated May 21, The
following quotations [vom My, Soaper's report ave f interest

“On May 26, I went to Reelfoot Lake to investigate conditions in the
hevonies there. T first visited what is known as “Cranetown.” on the wesi
side of the lake and here T vatimated there weve at least 2000 nests. Of these
about 50 per cent were 0i American Egvets, 20 por cent Cormorunts. 15 per
cent Blue Hevons, 10 per cent Anhingas and 5 per cent Biack-crowned Night
Hervons.  In the smaller hevonrvy known ps “Little Cranctown,” loeated in
Otter Basin a novth arm of WReelfoot Lake that extonds inte Keatoeky, 1
Toond 46 nests, 29 of the=e were of Ameriean Ecvels, 16 weve of Blue Hevons
and 1 of the Anhinga. My. Wni Fraley and My, Dee Shaw both Tennessee
Wardens, accompanizd me on this investigation.  We did not find a dead bivd
in either or the two vookervies. We made a cheel up on the fish that had
been dropped by the Livds while feeding their voungz,  We identified one
blue giil, one small cat Ash and about thivty other fishes that were carp,
skip jack and one or two drum. I spent one whole day talking to different
cuides and eamp operators on different parts of the lake in vegavd to pro-
tection of these bivds. I did not find any one that had ever known any herons
or egrets to be =hot on the lake or in these rookevies but I did find that in the
summer of 1936, many Cormovants had been shot in ‘Big Cranetown,” and
supposedly been used for trot line hait. DMany of the Cormerants I think
were shot by parvties wha considered them very destroctive to fish, . . .
Throvuh ol the eonversations wilh the gnides and wardens on the lake T did
nou find anvene that scemed to held the heron or egret accountable for any
dostruction of fish and T feel that these bivds arve gotting good prolection
theve but 1 did find one euide thal said ke had seen lurge droves of Cor-
morants in the fall that weve very destruetive to many varieties of fish.
He said he had scen them come up with cvapple in theiv bills and just cut
them in two and would only eat half of it. . . . T explained to him that these
fish cating birds always caught the weakest Nish and the ones that weve
easiest to ecateh were probably aficted with scme disease and that the
presence of these bivids no doubl has kepl off a pestilence among the fish
on this lake. I also discussed these birds from this angle with everyone
that I contacted.”

Late records of Mouwrning Dove nests arve heing compiled for the use of

the U. 8. Bioleajral Survey. Members who can furnish such data ave
vequested to send it to Mres. Amelia Loskey, Graybar Lause, Nashville,
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“The simple truth about birds is interesting enough,
it is not necessary to go beyond it.”

EDITORIAL CHAT

The Regional Wildlife Conference, scheduled for Nashville on July 14, 15
and 16, is a significant event. It will be addressed by conservation leaders
of national reputation and be attended by hundreds from Tennessee and
adjacent states. Rirds will receive a generous share of attention on this
program and it is encouraging to know that their worth from an aesthetic
standpoint is growing steadily in the minds of the general publie.

The steady development of wildwood parks thruout the country, brings
from visitors to these areas a desire to become acquainted with the wildlife
present and about the birds there centers the greatest of such interest. The
article on the summer birds of Pickett Forest Park in this issue, will be
reprinted for wider distribution. Reprints of the list of birds of Roan Moun-
tain, published last year, are also available.

John James Audubon, more than any other naturalist, has captured the
fancy of the reading public as witnessed by the fact thal the fourth recent
biography of him has just appeared. The author is Mr. Stanley C. Arthur
of Louisiana, the publisher is Harmonson's of New Orleans and the price
(edition limited) is five dollars. The Bayou Sara country of southern
Louisiana was “home” to the eolorful Audubon thru his happiest and most
ornithologically productive years and Mr. Arthur has brought out these and
many other details in a very thoro and entertaining manner. A big book,
amply embellished with illustrations and well worth possessing.

The Editor again invites members to send in notes and articles for pub-
lication. If articles on the birds of your locality are not appearing in “The
Migrant,” it is probably because you have failed to contribute to its columns.

STATE OFFICERS: On the Annual Spring Field Day at Nacshville, the
following officers were elected for the year beginning July 1st. President,
Merrill S. Carter, Nashville; Vice-pres. for East Tenn.,, Wm. M. Walker,
Knoxville; Vice-pres. for Middle Tenn., Amelia R. Laskey, Nashville; Vice-
pres, for West Tenn.; Ben B. Coffey, Memphis; Editor-Treasurer, Albert F.
Ganier, Nashville, and Secretary, Harry C. Monk, No. 3108 Long Blvd,,
Nashville. Your officers will appreciate suggestions from members. Nomina-
tions for new members should be sent to the Secretary.
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