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AN APRIL VISIT TO THHE REELFCOT CRANE-TOWNS

RY FRANKLIN M'UAMEY

At one p.m. on April 27, we set out from Walnut Log Ledge, rowing up
Bavou du Chien. The party consisted of Mr. A, . Ganicr, Mr. H. O, Todd
and John Calhoun of Nashville, Dr. Steagal and Mr. Evans of Illinois, Mr.
W. M. Walker of Knoxville, a guide, and the writer. We rewed some three
miles up the bayeu and after portaging the boa's zeress 200 yards of land,
beran the tedious half-mile poling job threugh the willows and rushes.
Finally we reached Otter Basin and “Little Cranelown,”  And what a sight
it was to the writer, who had never seen the like before.  American Egrets
and Great Blue Herons flew about, voicing their harsh, putivral notes, and
rising from the trees. A flock of 40 Black Vultvres e-mmenced eircling
ahout the nest trees and their presence here was viewed by us with suspicion.
A large nest tree with a small maple growing against iis side was located,
and the ascent begun, first on the maple until we reached the first limbs of
the big old cypress, then upon it. The final stage wos made with the assistance
of a rope thrown over a limb above.

This colony consists of aver 200 nests, and about {50 wdult hivds, The
Egrets with their aigrettes and the Herons with theic pluomed crests sab near,
senlding, or flew excitedly about, while the Vultures ond a lone Water Turkey
(Anhinga) cireled overhead. Pictures were taken of the squawkhking adults,
of the few young, and of the numerous blue eggs in the nests, As the sun
dropped lower, we descended and began the tireseme journey back, after a
memnrable afternoon. Earlier in the dav, ont on the apen lake two Common
Terns, an Osprey, an Ameriean Bittern, Scaup, Teal and Cools hiad been seen;
these brought the total list for the day to 86 species.

Farly the next morning, we motored south to Sambure and wore jeined
therr by Mre. L. D. Hicks and A. €. MeCloskey of Columbus, Ohio, The
Sta‘r motorboat towed our rowboats three miles neross the like, passing a
flack of several hundred Tree Swallows, a “raft™ of Cormiorants and many
Coots enroute.  Our objective was “Big Cranetown,” in the swamp the west
side of the lake. We Jeft the motorboat at the edge of the lily pads and
paddied through them in the three small boats. When the lilies ended, the
two-mile struggle through the thickets, saw-grass, willows and fooded forests
began.  Nobody knew exactly the direction to go; we merely followed the
flights after the Herons and Egrets as they flapped baek and forth between
“Big Cranetown” and the open lake, Soon we could hear the eries and
=quawks of the birds at their nests, and suddenly we passed from the willow
rrowths inta the stand of ancient eypress where the nests were located. As
many as 40 nests were in some of the big trees, many of which were over
100 feet tall, and some were six feet in diameter. They grew in water from
two to three feet deep. The excited bivds flew about in great numbers, much
as the day before, except that there wr about fiv times as many.

Repeating the previous diy's procedure, we elimbed some of the large trees
and viewed our surroundings.  In one trec were 14 nests, 2 of the Cormorant,
5 of the Great Blue Heron, ond 7 of the Kgrot, all with eggs exeept one with
two young. The nestzs were great loos[y-woven platforms of lurge twigs;
some were two feet across and a fool thick; some hollowed, others mere flat
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platforms from which it seemed the eggs would roll off. From our position we
had 2 wonderful view of our surroundings. In the green cypress trees on all
sides of us were perehed the white, graceful Egrets, in every conceivable
position, with their plunies waving in the breeze. We could count nearly 500
in sight at one time. A few Great Blues sat about, appearing uninterested
in the procecdings, while dozens of Cormorants perched near, or sat on eggs
in the next tree, and with necks extended anid orange throa:t-}';ounhu»: vibrating,
showed their disapproval of our intrusion by harsh, rattling, croaking qnunds.
Several hundred nests of the four species, many with eggs and some with old
birds sitting on them, could be seen from our tree. We took pictures and
collected a few eggs, and having had our fill of the beautiful view, we
descended to eat lunch. In the water, under the nest trees, were found many
dead fish of worthless wvarietics dropped from the nests and also o Tew
young that had been killed by the fall from above, This colony nuinbered
over 4 thousand nests, und henee somewhat over two thousand birds,

After lunch we wadwd about, trying unsuccessfully to climb several
trees, while one of our party, with his climbing spurs, ascended u Inrge trec
containing twenty meats, mostly of the Cormorant, and secured wlditional
photographs. Finzlly the writer found a tall tree in the open that was well
branched, After some difficulty he reached the swaying top, nearly ninety
feet above the water, and collected a set of Cormorant eggs. But the sun
was sinking, and not wizhing to be caught in the forest when darkness feli,
we began to start back,  As the writer began a sliding deseent from his
lofty pereh, the surrounding Bgret-studded eypress, the pair of Red-shouldered
Haowks soaring overhewd, the Cormorants crenking farewell, and the hazy
hills far in the background, presented a beautiful picture. Then he was
buelk in the mud and water below, and soon the trip back through the dense
flooded swiny began. On the way cut to the motorboat we espied a hitherts
unknown Bald Eagle's nest in the top of a tall dead eypress, amd an Amer-
ican Bittern was flashed from the “sawgrass" a little further on.

The rest of the trip was cnjovabie, being pulled behind the motorboat., A
great ralt of abeout 300 Cormorant: “took ofl” from the water only a short
distance ahend, and Coots frequently pattered along the surface at our ap-
praach,  Thres Canvasbacks and forty Seaup floated a short distunece away,
as two Wood Duck and some Teal whistled by overhead and Herving Gulls
fixapped lazily along.  This eventful day ended when the boats bumped the
dock at Sumburg at 4 p. m,, and the total list Tor the day was 80 species,

MeEmperLs, TENN., May 1, 1985,
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IN SEARCH OF THE DUCK HAWK
BY BRUCE P. TYLER

When early ornithologists eame to choose a seientifie name for the Duck
Huawk or Peregrine Faleon, they decided upon Falco percgrivus anntum, and
this was devived as follows: Faleo from Falx (Latin), a sickle, Peregrinus
from (Latin) per, throngh, and ager, a field or land. Anatum from (Greek)
ang, up, amd temno, to cut, Hence, the bird with sickle-like talons that
searches throvgh the fields for its prey which is duly torn, or cut up, and
needless to say, devoured. This is the species used during Medieval times in
the anecient sport of faleonty, The strong, the swiftest, the most daring of
birds. It is now rare in American but where found it usually breeds along
the water courses, nesting in high eliffs, and feeds to some extent on water-
loving bivds.

On Mareh 17, 1935, J, 1), Roller, Howard Long, Robert B. Lyle and the
writer cssuyed to discover the nest of the Duek Hawk, a perilous task at
the best. For years we have known that the Duck Hawks nested in the
cliffz along Holston River. In fact, we knew the very cliff where they dwelt.
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Formerly, Mr. Lyle had collected their eggs from this same locality and we
were all hopeful that we would return rewarded with a clutech of their
beautiful eggs and photographs of the nest. We started shortly after noon,
drove as near as possible to our rugged cliff, then afoot, over two ridges
and came to the home of the Duck Hawk, but no falcon was in evidence.
Slowly we continued our climb into the e¢liffs and continuously the going be-
came steeper and harder, Here Mr. Lyle suggested that I remain on a point
that commanded a view of the face of the cliff that was supposed to harbor
the nest, te see if the hirds flew out as the rest of the party advanced to a
point where a rope ladder could bhe dropped over the eliff, hut 1 had no idea
of remaining behind. T might have done so had 1 krown the nature of the
cliff we were bound for; however, 1 continued with the party. When we ap-
proached the supposed nesting site, no hawk could be seen and we proceeded
to roll a few large stones over the eliff, and to our joy, out came the Duck
Hawk, cackling and sercaming, very evidently disturbed from its nest by
the falling stones. Now, the detail of the nesting =ite wns somewhat as
follows: We were on a narrvow ledge, say 350 to 400 feet above the river,
above us a sheer eliff, below us a sheer cliff, the sloping ledge, about ten
feet wide, supported a few small trees, A little further along, the ledge it
widened slightly and a cave opened into the upper ¢liff, the home of the
Vultures.

Mr. Lyle, (Bob), commander-in-chief of the expedition, joyously began to
get the rope ladder and life-line ready for the descent aver the face of the
lower cliff. Mr. Roller, the youngest and fittest, made the descent. It tested
my courage to see that splendid boy go over the cdge of the cliff. In faet,
1 almost had the “jitters,” an absolutely forbidden thing in such surroundings,
but I must admit that 1 had to take myself rigidly in hand and it was with
greatest relief that I saw the climber’s head and shoulders, and very shortly
all of him, come up over the edge of that yawning abyss and hurry up the
life-line to the vest of the party., All the king’s horses and all the king's
men could not have induced me to go over that eliff. 1 kept all my anxiety
to myself, but it hindered my uscfulness, and T sought a sunny noolk in the
upper eliff where I could observe the flight of the fuleons, while twice again
the intrepid climber went over the cliff in vain effort to locate the sought for
nest. [ had learned long since to “bend a bowlin’ on a hight of rope” and
it was my only service to the expendition. T had tied the life-line firmly
and without possibility of slipping ahout the manly chest of the elimber,
and it never failed him.

As the rest of the party searched the cliffs, T lay in my sunny nook in
the vpper cliff, watching the flight of the Duck Hawks, beautiful beyond
description as they flew back and forth ever the river and along the craggy
cliff, scolding, screaming, cackling, because we were very near their nest
Poising high above, they would fold their wings ncarly to their bodies and
dive, once at a Vulture that seemed to annoy them, frequently seemingly at
nothing, possibly just for the joy of flying, the joy of strength and the skill
of ages. Again they would soar back and forth. My field glaszs gave me a
near view of all this. I was wonderfully impressed, for I had never before
observed their flight so closely. Possibly no one but us knew of their presence
here and there was satisfaction in feeling that while nearly anyone else
than a bird lover would have thought they should be shot down hecause they
were hawks, our viewpoint was one of admiration and nothing could have
induced us to kill one of them.

The sun was getting low as we turned our weary feet homeward down
the narrow ledge, down the rock-strewn bluff to the river, over the two
ridges to our waiting car and homeward, tired, hungry and disappoeinted, but
loving it. Meanwhile, father and mother Duck Hawk veturned to find their
nest intact, to cluek to their precious eggs or fledgelings, mindful that their
ability to choose an impregnable stronghold for their nesting had saved
them.

Jounson CiTy, TENN., April 1, 1935,
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NOTES ON SOME EVERYDAY BIRDS
BY JAMIE ROSS TIPPENS

There is drama and exeitement in the everyday happenings in the bird
world, even in so small and prosaic a place as a suburban vard. For those
of us who Jove to peek into the family affairs of our featheved fviends and
follow the fortunes and misfortunes that are theirs as they mate vl h}lﬂli
and rear their young, there is much that reminds us of the daily doings in a
village of peopie, like ourselves., In turn, they have their moments of happi-
ness, of anxiety, of play, of fear, of conquest and of toil. Somctimes [ set
down in my notebeok the chief events of the day that I have noted in the
little “hird village” that ecenters about my home and ut the request of the
liditor, am giving some of the notes below,

“April 3, 19319—Pair of Brown Thrashers building a nest in thick rose
vine on the fenee.  April 4—ihe nest was abandoned when only about half
dene and anothor nest has been begun a fow feet away, April f—nost seems
(o be nearly completed but the Thrashers are on the ground some distance
{ram the neat apparently disturbed because a man is workivg nearby in the
vard,  April 14—The Thrashers ave at the nest; I ean't see into it beeause it
is teo deeply hiddion among vieious thorns,

“May 13—Maryland Yellowthroats have a nest in a low bush; top of nest
about 13 inches above the ground, 1 failed to set down the date on which
the first gy was luid, The first egz, however, remained in the nest two ll-‘!::.'s
before the second was laid; the third and fourth were laid on consceutive
dayvs. Ineubution was not begun until after the fourth egg was laid. When
there were two epis, the nest was nearly destroyed by a man who was
cutting the woeeds.  Although it was left partially exposcd the nest wis not
havmed and the birds (lid not desert it as 1 feared they would.

“May 21—Robins seem to be having a havd time finding enough food for
their young; the ground is =o hard and dry. One young Robin with tiny
pin-feathers, fell oul of its nest in my gide yard and, the night being ehilly,
dizd from exposure.

“Muy 21 Young Thrashers are out of their nest in the thick rose vine.
Three in nuinbor; must have hatehed some time ago as their feathers are
well grown amd they are nearly as large as their parents, One adult of thi-
pair has a leg band, which seems to bother the bird at times, [ did not band
this bird.

“May 22—More Robing falling from the nest. They have nothing in their
crops, 1T am trying to feed them on a mixture of ege and maoched Trigh
polators.  They are too weak to open their mouths and I am compelled to
foree-feed them. 1 have two  on my hands.  About birds falling from theiv
nests, John Callhoun says the young Crested Flyeatehers often fall prematurel;
from the nests which the old birds build in his Martin box. May 22 (later
in the day) —The youny Robing seem to be getting stronger and [ am placing
them In the yard where their visibly distressed parents can reach them. Ferl
sure @ fresh worm once In a while will benefit them more than my egz and
potato mixture.

“May 23—Weather warmer; brought the young Robins in the house and

kept them overnight.  I'vt them in the yard early next morning. They are
now strong cnodgh to ccramble to the back of a bench, where the parem
birds aree feeding them meagerly. They can't fly yet.
- May 241 left a cup of the egg mixture in the yard and find the Thrashera
literally cramming it down (he throats of their overgrown youngsiers. The
parents ave nesting again in the top of a large plum tree. The banded one
must be the Temale for it is on the nest most of the time,

“May 26—Vellowthroat sitting on her four eggs; is very shy and darts
off when 1 come near.

“May 20—Tragic discovery; this morning I found thre: Thrashers sitting
on the edge of my bird bath, and cne adult among them was all humped up
with feathers ruffied. A lump of =omething in the water prozed to b the
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other pavent, dead and stiff.  This dead bird had the leg band, number
B-215¢04, 1 found that it had been banded about two years before by Mrs.
Cochran, at her station five blocks south. May 29—TFound an adult Robin
dead, in another watering place. May 30—Anolher dead Robin ut o drinking
place and o sick Thrasher is near the spring in the back yard., It had great
difficulty in trying to fly and finally hid in some weeds. Called Dr. Harwood
of the Vanderbilt biclogy department and he very kindly came over and
decided the birds were wetting poison of some kind. The dead Robin, upon
examination was found to have its gall bladded infested with parasitic worms
but since the hird wus ot and well plumaged, these were evidently not re-
sponsible for its death, A smull amount of arsenic was present in the
intestines. 1 later discovered that a neighbor had been putting out rat poison
on bread, scattered in her yard, to kill these rodeats. 1 then inereased the
variety and amount of food at my feéeding stations in order to keep my
birds at home.

“June 1—The Brown Thrazhers had two eges in their new nest today.

“June 2—Two voung Maryland Yellowthroats have hatched, in the nest
found May 13. June 3—Now there are three young and an egg which is
addled.  June 4—The nest was found tilted and two of the young were on
the ground. This was dizcovered by my children, Sara and J, Ross, and their
friend, Bobby Lockeart. Bobby used to shoot any bird he could hit but he is
now their protector. As evidence of his “eonversion,” it was Bobby who came
running to me for help when the young Yellowthroats were in danger. 1
put the nest back in the fork of the bush and the babies back in the nest,
One naked little thing had three biz bluck ants fastened so tightly to it that
I had trouble in dislodging them.

“June H—The little Yellowthroals secem to be thriving. TFound the addled
egg on the ground; presume the old birds threw it out as it was in the nest
with the young the day before. Parent birds are fesding their young on
green worms. 1 should say the mother instead of parents for I haven't seen
the male bird feed them at all. June 6—only two young in the nest this
morning. [ am suspicious of a Blue Jay thal I have seen hanging around
near the nest. The two remaining yvoung have downy feathers. June 7—
The little fellows have acquired a fairly good coat of feathers.

“June 10—The Yellowthroats’ nest is empty; the young probahly left
yesterday or this morning. The two adult birds are in some nearby bushes,
pluying hide and seck with me as is their custom. Hope the young were not
drowned by a deluge of rain that fell last night.”

And so on through the summer, the autumn, the eold of winter, then
back to spring, when the avian eycle begins all over aguin. There is always
something going on among the birds and right well do they entertain those
of us who wateh them from day to day.

(Mgrs, C. B, TirpeENs), NASHVILLE, TENN,
[

(LELFOOT LAKE IN 18756: In Kellebrew and Safford’s “Resources of
Tennessee,” in the sketch of Lake County, on page 1123, we find this: . . . in
Reelfoot Lake there is the greatest abundance of excellent fish, such as trout,
perch, cat, buffalo and other varieties found in Western waters, In the southern
and northeastern sections of the county, a few bears, deer and turkeys are
found, and on the river and lake there are immense numbers of ducks and
geese, and a good many swan, all of which are hunted by professional hunters,
who annually send many tons of them to market. Trappers, too, are very
successful in trapping beavers, raccoons, otters and wildeats, all of which are
found in considerable numbers, especially in the lake and along its banks"
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GOOSE POND AND ITS MARSH BIRDS
BY ALBERT F. GANIER

Birds of the marshes have always interested me exceedingly, Probably it
is because they ware rare and because even well experienced bird students
know very little aboul them or their habits in this part of the country. 'The
bird books are praectically blank with respect to the nesting of marsh birds
in the Central South., Then too, marshes in Tennessee are now a rarity, for
drainage ditches have bled them of the water which makes them what they
were and now most of them are commonplace fields or sedge patches full of
crayfish holes,

In the minds of many, marshes are abhorrent, They are held to be the
abiding places of malaria and miasma, the hatcheries of snakes and snapping
turtles, and the idea of wading about in them, shoe-top deep in mud and gum-
boot deep in pungent walers, is repellent to the uniniated. But when one
has once overcomoe these little inhibitions and taken the pains to wade a few
marshes with an “open mind™ he finds them the most interesting of all places.
The plant life and the animal life is found to be abundant, varied and totally
different from that which ean be found upon dry land areas.

For a good many years the writer hus taken pains to locate and explore
every marsh of consequence which he could locate in Tennessee and in this
way has accumulated consziderable information about the marsh birds which
are known to nest within the State. It was only this spring, however, that
it was his geod fortune to be ahble to explore the most extensive one of all,
Goose Pond, in (he southwest corner of Grundy County—about midway be-
tween Murfrecshoro, and Chattanooga. Messrs H. 0. Todd of Murfreesboro,
John Calhoun, and the writer, of Nashville, urrived on the scene the night
before and carly in the morning of May 26th we were at the shore. Goose
Pond covers about lifty acres and is veally a shallow fut-bottomed lake,
about two feet deep and with the exception of a few open pools, it is entirely
grown over with marsh grass and various water plants. About the edges and
well out from the bunk were patches of blue flags and pickerel weed, both
showy with blossoms.  Water lily pads were all about, in patches here and
there, and a thick submerged growth of plant life slowed down our wading
to some extent. There were no trees in the pond but there was a growth of
wild rose and button bushes along its banks. As we waded in we noticed in-
numerable little duek trails all through the growth and were not surprised
a few moments luter when o Blue-winged Teal arose and winged away to the
other side. Next, & Wood Duck came flying rapidly by and from then on we
flushed one or the other sort every now and then. There must have been
at least half a dozen of each speeies, not counting young unable to fly. Of
these we captured a four weeks old Teal and a ten day old Wood Duck. A
pair of the latter were flushed from the ground in the swampy woods a hun-
dred feet from shore and we were quite certain that a new brood was here
being escorted from their nest tree to the water. The Blue-winged Teals
build on the ground in the grass but we did not find their nests. Red-winged
Blackbirds were nesting here and there in the marsh, having tucked their com-
pact straw nests down in the tufts of coarse green grass about a foot above
the water. Most of them held four blue eggs muarked with black serawls
ubout the larger end, Green Herons, “Shite-pokes,” flew lazily about or eyed
us suspiciously from ua nearby tree.

Presently o large brown bird arose ahead of us and flapped heavily away
to alight in the grass some distance whead. An American Bittern it was,
and here, at this late date and with ideal habitat, it must surely be breeding.
As yet there had been no Tennessee record of its mnesting although the
writer has fushed it in several other marshes about the State in summer
and felt sure it was a breeding bird though a rare one. We set about look-
ing most carefully tor the nest and after considerable search found it a
hundred yards away. The nest held but one buffy, unmarked egg and it was
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found to be addled and deserted, We began to search anew and, 40 feel away,
found an occupied nest, this one with three young about five days old. They
resembled little buffy colored powder puffs with large toes and legs and heavy
beaks.,  As they hissed at us in a most threatening manner, they attempted
to back off the edge of the nest and had to be set back repeatedly while being
photographed.  (On a visit four days later, all the young except one were
found to have wandered away in the grass.) The nests were a pile of marsh
grass about 18 inches across, quite flat on top and built up about 8 inches
above the knee-deep water. We were much elated with this first Tennessee
nest record. Entering a long arm of the poud, which was thickly grown with
long grass, we began to look for nests of the King Rail. Presently a Least
Bittern arose a few steps ahead and later others were scen; however, their
nests were not found. More Red-winged Blackbird nests were observed here
and the ducks flew past us on the way to tend their young. Searching
closely in the long grass for Rail nest: we presently found one containing a
single egg, built as usual about a foot above the water and well hidden from
above. Rail eggs are greenish bufl colov, spotted over with dull brown and
lavender.

Calhoun was some distance back and presently called out that he too had
found a nest of the King Ruil, with six eggs. I told him to tie a white string
above it and I would photograph it on the way back. When 1 returned 1
found that Todd had stopped te look at the eggs as he passed on. A glance
showed me, however, that they were not those of the King Rail at all but
were those of the Purple Gallinule and the six nearly fresh eggs in the nest
made a beautiful picture. The eggs were aboul the size of those of the King
Rail but had a rich pinkish-buff background dotted over with spots of bright
reddish brown. The nest was similar to that of the Rail but was smaller
end was a platform of rushes built in the marsh grass about 15 inches above
knee deep water. The Purple Guallinule is a semi-tropical species, the most
beautifully colored of ull marsh bivds, and is not known to nest elsewhere
in the State except at Reelfoot Lake where the writer found it nesting in 1924,

What a wonderful place for a wild life reluge, we thourht, and what a
splendid place for them to rear their young and to give transient birds a safe
stopping place on migration, if adequately protected.  What a splendi:d
variety of plant life had established itself here through the centuries and
what a ereditable quota of marsh birds clung to the place, yet at thut a
mere remnant of those which formerly existed in the State. 1 had spotted
some fresh exeavation over on one shore so went there to examine. To my
surprise I saw that a drainage diteh had been opened up to the very edge
of the luke and it was but a day's work to complete it and drain the marsh.
From a native who came by, T learned that (he work would be begun again
in a few days and finished up. “The Government is doin’ it to stop malary,
they says, but we aint been bothered by mosquitoes and we hate to see old
Goose Pond go,” he added. Here truly was an opportunity for conservation
so when 1 returned to Nashville the following day [ made a written report
and protest on the matter to Mr. Damon Headden, State Dirvector of Conserva-
tion, and he in turn took it up with authorities in charge of the drainage and
had the work held up. There were no mosauitoes about the place and subse-
quent examination showed none of their larvae in the water. Suflice it to say
for the present that every effort will be made to save Goose Pond and to
acquire it for a wild life refuge.

Completing our wading at noon we had Junch and motored forty miles to
a small but long established marsh near Morrison. On the way we picked
up a little dead Sora Rail from the highway; it proved to be a female and was
not in breeding condition so was evidently a transient. The marsh covered
only about two acres, wus about knee-deep although there were some deeper
holes, and was thickly grown with long grass. It was rich in bird life and
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here we flushed two King Rails, several Least Bitterns, finding two of their
nests, and, best of all, found two more nests of the American Bittern, not
njore than 50 feet aport, enel containing small young. Not knowing of any
other marsh in Lhat part of the country we motored homeward feeling well
repaid with the information gathered during an eventful duy.

NasHvILLE, TeN., June, 1935,

G2

LD BANDING BREVITIEE—NO. 5
LY MM F. C. LASKEY

The record of the past sewcon far White-crowned Sparrows is interesting.
There were 70 individuals banded and 13 birds returned that had been banded
in previous years, The repeat recovds indicate that at least 23 of the new
arvivals and 6 of the returns apent the winter about the station, On March
24, 1935, the third Gumbels Spuevow of record at my station was banded,
towas in adult plorwge, The first spring capture of a Lineols’s Sparrow
this year was on Muareh 27th; 6 individuals were trapped later, the last date
being May 22nd.  Field Sparrews, as reported in the March MIGRANT, con-
tinue to appear in much deereased numbers at the station. March and April,
like January and IMebrunary, 1835, have been far below the sume period of
the (wo years previous in numbers; Maveh and April, 1933 show 196 banded;
1931 there woere 1975 but in 1935, the total for the two months was only 87.
A few individuals have furnished interesting recorvds; F-70913, banded Oe-
tober 13, 1931, wus retaken October 9, 1932, He returned on March 28, 1933,
remaining for aestine until fate summer., He veturned again April 3, 1934,
was here until Avgus!, and returned Marveh 24, 1935 for his fourth year.
H-17838, an adult female, was banded September 9, 1932 and ulso comes each
year for nesting. Her return dates are April 1, 1933; March 15, 1934; March
20, 1835, Hev records show that she, like F-T0013, is at least four years old.
She hug been trgpped 106 times,  1-01609, banded June 18, 1932 as an adult
male is another old bitd, He i2 0 swnmer vesident, veturning March 16, 19334
Mareh 17, 1905, Mavel 14, 1935, F-91632 banded June 23, 1932, immature
female, has apparently closed her interesting record for she disappeared last
Novembor after spending practically all of her life at the station since her
urrival,  In her two and o half years as a permanent resident, she was re-
moved Trom the teape 216 times, The moest persisient repeater, however, is
HL0s838, a b, baended July 18, 19839, returning Mareh 13, 1934 and repeat-
ing 193 times Cetfore migrating November Ist. He eame back March 19,
1935 and by the last of May, had been captured 112 times. Indigo Buntings
have been abondant at the station this spring. In May there were 23 banded
and 10 returned that had been banded other years. There have been 9
Brown Thrasher returns during March, April and May. The most interesting
of these is M-2:0729, o male banded as an adult in 1931, returning each
spring for nosting, This bied s thevefore at least 5 years old. He carried
food from the drop wrap to the nestlings, and when they were nearly full
grown, brought this year's brood of three under the trap in May to feed
them., His mate of last year also re'urned a few days earlier than he, but
wus already mated with another bird, She did net remain for nesting
nearby, A Browzed Gioaekie, banded at the Belle Meade substation Oetober 3,
19234, wans Killed Januwary 25, 1835 by C. A. Gentry 7 miles east of Rienzi,
Miss, v Broneol gonekie made a rather vemarkable homing record recently,
He was togoled May 1<, deported, and veleased sabout 3 miles north, His
veturn vue et anticipated but e was seen and recognized a few days later
on account of his Jdistinetive banding. May 13th he was trapped, deported
4 miles northeast lnle that afterncon. At noon the following day he was re-
trapped at the statwon. At 4:30 p, m, (May 14) he was released 6% miles

{Countinued on Page 33)
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WATERBIRDS OF EAST TENNESSEE
By JAMES TrEMT. JR

The eastern portion of Tennessee, with itz generally hilly or
mountainous terrain, is not «t all well situated for the study of water-
fowl, since the mujority of our streams arve small, more or les: swilt,
and with few of the exposed and open margins so appreciated by
shorebirds; neilher do we have many lakes to attract ducks and geese,
having near Knoxville only one lake worthy ef the name and which,
although it is our largest, contains only about 70 acres. This one lake,
however, Lake Andrew Jackson (formerly known as Dead Horse Lake)
is lavzaly responsible for the variety of our walerhivd records. The
Tenneszee River, [lowing through Knoxville, together with the Freneh
Broad which joins it 5 miles to the East, have also been produoetive
of records. In this hilly country narshes ate few and almest without
exception are small, Turnishinz little desirable cover to marsh-loving
birds. For these reasons, while wo have a number of records of specivs,
the total numbers are small, while species may be numercus, In thiz
way we differ from West Tennessce wheve waterfowl in tre theusands
are not uncommon. For example, on Oclober 28, 1834, a day’s trip
by canoce down the Fiench Broad river as a sort of prellminary survev
of the dueck hunting situation disclosed 105 ducks by astual eovrt,
mogtly in small “eangs” of from 2 to 17 individuals, We were very
plensad, since that was a large nomber of ducks to be scen over that
particular streteh of water, That may seem peculiar to persgons in
middle and west Tennessee who are accustomed to seeine ducks by
the hundreds and thousands, but it illustrates very well tha small
seale on which we are foresd to observe the waterfowl, Too. we ave
forced to wateh most of our dueks in flizht or at long ranwe, since
most of them are fluzhed either by boat or hy observe s on shove.
from the marging of streams or ponds. The exceptions to this situa-
tion are those hirds observed on Lake Andrew Jackson, where shont-
ing or trespaszing iz not allowed and the ducks are not so shyv.

It must be remembered that references to comparative abhundance
are from the observations of the various bird students who have con-
tributed their notes and from the information we are able to enllect
from hunters. If we but hod the records of more of the ducks ki'l)
by hunters certain of these ducks would prebably not geem so vave.
However, we have a very good wav of loeating unusual durks, =inee
it is the habit of many hunters to brine the heads of ducks they can-
rof ddentfy to certain of our local ornithologists. We owe a oveat
deal to the diligence of certain members who Tiave made river tirs
and, more particularly, frips to Take Andrew Jarkeen during the
nirration =easons.

It is hoped that this Ust will serve to compatre the abnadanes of
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waterbitds in East Tenncsece before and after the completion of
Norris Dam and the establishing of the immense lake above it, along
the Clinch River, There is no doubt that the lake will furnish a sanc-
tuary and resting place for transient waterfowl and we hope that
they will gather there in lurger numbers than we are used to seeing
here.

The writer wishes to express his deep appreciation to Mr. A. F.
Ganier of Nashville for the initial stimulus to thiz activity; also for
the use of hig “Distributional List of the Birds of Tennessee” as an
outline for this list, and for the many helpful suggestions and addi-
tions he so kindly provided. Acknowledgement is also herchy made
to Mr. Bruce P. Tyler and Mr. Robert B. Lyle of Johnson City, Ten-
nesses for their kind assistunce; to Mr, H. P. ljams and other mem-
hers of the Knoxville Lranch of the Tennessee Ornithelogicn]l Society
and to Dr, Earl O. Henry and Mr. Arvthur Ogden for notes from spee-
imens in their collections. The frequent visits of W. M. Walker and
George Foster to Lake Andrew Jackson durinz 1934-35 have besn of
tremendous value in adding not only additional data but new oeenr-
rence records,

The loeal branch of the T.0.8. has a small collection of mounted
hirds at Knoxville and these are referred to in the notes which follow.
The figures shown in parentheses, refer to previously published data
tpon the speeies in question, a key to these citations being appended
to this article,

COMMON LOON . ___Gavia immer immer
The loon is rather rare here but ocessionally one is brought in or
reported by duck hunters, The Society's collection includes a2 mounted
specimen taken here and mounted by Mr. Osden. Nov, 23, 1932,

PIED-BILLED GREBE _—  Padilymbus podiceps podiceps
Qur only ¢ommon grebe: a fairly common ransient. The “didapper™
known to everyone. They arrive here in Auzust and may be found oc-
casionally on the cold mountain rivers as well as the larger rivers and
lakes. A pair makes a few days’ stop on the lintle lake ar the Scout Camp
at Elkmont each August to provide entertainment and study for the Boy
Scout Campers.
WHITE PELICAN e . Pelecanus erythrorhynchos
A single rransient bird was observed at Knoxville, en the afternoon
of May B, 1935, by Mr. W, M. Johnson, who gives full details of rthis
unusual occurance in the Round Table secrion of the present jssue. (Ref-

crepnce No. 1) Another is said to have been taken here about thirty years
ano.

DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT

Phalacrocorax auritus auritus
The "nigger goose’” of the duck hunters. Tt is a rare transicnt but
one or two are to be found on Lzke Andrew Jackson here rather repular-
Iy until the mog, extreme winter weather arrives. We first recorded this
bird 2t Lake Andrew Jackson Mar. 29, 1929,

GREAT BLUE HERON - - Ardea herodias herodias

The Great Blue is to be found at 1ake Andrew Jackson ar all times
of the year. [t is likely that they leave if the weather gets tao severe.
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However, there was no time this winter that from 1 to 4 were not to
be found at the lake every trip. They are not such regular visitors along
nvers and in other sections where conditions are not so suitable.

AMERICAN EGRET . Casmerodius albus egretta

A specimen was taken at Hodges Lake. 15 miles easn of Knoxville,
in July. 1929 and mounted by Earl Henry: another was taken at the
same place 1 July, 1932, A single bird was seen at Lake Andrew Jack-

son April 14, 1935 and on April 21 there were two. These are our [irst
spring records, Most transient records of this species are made in the late
summer,

LITTLE BLUE HERON . Florida caerulea caerulea

In the lare summer the almost pure white immature Firtle Blue Her-
ons arnive and immediately reports of Uwhite cranes” begin to pour in,
We have no records of mature birds here so it would seem that only the
voung of the vear are given to this northward migration.

EASTERN GREEN HERON___ _ Butorides virescens uvirescens

The “'shite-poke” frequently seen along the streams -and  abonot
ponds in the summer time. A specimen in Earl Henry's collection was
taken in July, 1929 It is a common summer resident.

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON
Nuycticorax nycticorax hoactli
A rather rare transient and, having been observed in summer on the
Tennessee River, is helieved to nest there. It possibly is more com-
mon than supposel. but is seldom seen  because of it's maore or less

nocturnal habits. A specimen in the collection here was taken Nov. 18,
1933, A spring date is April 14, 1935,

YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT HERON
Nyctinassa violacea violacea
This species is probably a rare though regular transient visitor here.
A recent record 35 of one seen by Walker and Foster at Lake Andrew
Jackson on April 13, 1935, (2) An old record is that of Aprl 24,
1885. observed by Fox in Roane Co. (18).

AMERICAN BITTERN . Botaurus lentiginosus

A rare transient. seldom seen because of its hiding ability. A spea-
men in Earl Henry's collection was taken in July, 1929, which might
possibly indicate a breeding bird or at least a bird that nested not so far
distant. One was reported at Lake Andrew Jacksen Aprl 13 and 21, "35.
{Sve also note under Red-Breasted Merganser) .

EASTERN LEAST BITTERN [ xobrychus exilis exilis
A wery rare summer resident. The writet's only record was one
killed by frog hunters May 26, 1932 and mounted by Mr. Ogden. The
bird was an adult in breeding plumage.

WOOD IBIS — e — Muycteria americana
A specimen mounted by Mr. Ogpden was killed from a flock of 5
at Cuomberland Gap, near the Kentucky line, June 13, 1932, It was an
immature female and so far off its range that 1t must be termed acci-
dental. (3)

WHISTLING SWAN . Cygnus columbianus

Possibly still a wvery rare migrant. At rare intervals we hear re-
ports of “large whire geese”™ which may be these birds. The last record
we have of this species is that of two birds which were shot near Knox-
ville on Dec. 8, 1926, on the Little Tennessee River, south of this city.
The culprits were deservedly prosecated, (17).
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CANADA GOOSE _ Branta canadensis canadensis

These noble birds never fail ta excite even the most stolid farmer
alang the river bottoms. They are to be found at practically all times
during the winter around Half Moon Island below Rockwood, Tennessee
and are fairly common transients throughout the entire Tennessee valley,
This last winter (1934-35) they seemed to be more common than asual,

COMMON MALLARD Anas platyrbynchos platyrhynchos

A fairly common transient and winter resident, but not pearly so
common as 1 few years ago. Formerly the most common of the larger
ducks, this season (1934-35) found them very uncommion, not over
15 percent as commaon as Black Ducks, They are usually rather late 1 ar-
rniving in the winter, A flock of 23 was seen at the bead of Dickinson's
Island, March 17. 1935,

RED-LEGGED BLACK DUCK . Anas rubripes rubripes
COMMON BLACK DUCK ~ Anas rubripes lristis

Apparently both forms of this specics occur here, since birds with
olive-green legs and at least ene with bright red legs have been shot in
hunting by myself and others, Black Ducks have for the past year or twa
replaced the mallard as the more common larger duck. They were the
commoncst of all docks scen 1934-35. coming ¢arly and staving late.
The hunters apparently confuse this bird with the hen mallard and com-
monly term it "black mallard.™

GADWALL o= = T Chaulelasmus streperus

A very rare transient, \\’c h.we only one rmard that being a female
at Lake Andrew Jackson Feb. 17, 1935,

BAI.DPATE Meoreca americanus
A very rare transient, A female was killed on the Tennessee River
above Kingston Nov. 9, 1934, 2 males and 2 females were seen at Lake
Andrew Jackson Mar, 17, 1935, and 2 birds April 14, 1035,

AMERICAN PINTAIL ! Deafila acuta tzitzihoa

A very uncammon duck in East Tennessee. On Fehenary 17, 1935,
the members of the ET.OS. were treated to a rare sight when a flock of
27 pintails passed over several times at Lake Andrew Jackson. A single
drake had been seen there a few weeks before. We also have a record of
30 on April 30, 1932,

GREEN-WINGED TEAL Neottion carolinense
A very rare transient. much less common than 10 years ago. The
only one reported here in recent years was a female collected in 1932 on
the river ncar the Bird Preserve.

BLUE-WINGED TEAL . Querquedula discors

A rare transient, Both the teals are rather scare now, with the Blue-
winged the more common. April 23 a [lock of |8 was seen ar lake
Andrew Jackson, Also dates of Nov. 9, 1934, April 21. 1935,

SHOVELLER . — Spatula clypeata

A very rare transient. A p-m' of these strikingly colored ducks was
recorded on Lake Andrew Jackson March 30, 1929, Five were seen on
the Lake on April 13, 1035,

WOOD DUCK ! Arx sponsa
A wvery rare summer resident; l:.ul Tcnmﬂws nnTg, hm_.dmg duck,
breeding very rarely here. They are thriving under state and Federal pro-
tection and are among the commonest ducks early in the season. They
were particularly common ihe fall of 1934, The latesy, record is Nov, 20
(1934). They move on very eatly. A spring date here is March 29,
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REDHEAD o N Nyroca americana

A very rare transient. A mounted specimen in the Society's co!!s‘ciinn
was taken near Looney's Island just below Knoxville a number of years
ago.

RING-NECKED DUCK — . Nuyroca collucts
A common transient. They were among the most common of the
Jucks 1934-15, Those killed carly in the scason, Nov. 8-10, were in
Istand March 17, 1935,
very poor condition. They are halding their own better thin some ather
dueks. 6 were seen on ETOS field trip ro Lake Andrew Jackson. Feb.
17. 1935 and several on April 13, 1935,

CANVASBACK Nuyroca valtsineria
A very rare trapsient, On Dee, 23, 1932 a flock of these ducks
was seen by the writer just below Loudon oa the Tennessee River. A
mouated specimen is in the Socicty’s collection.

1 ESSER SCAUP oo Nyroca affims

A Tairly common transient. hut scarce  this past hunting season
(1934-35). A male was raken Nov. 8. 1934, A male was warched for
some time on Daddy's Creek near Crab Orchard in the Cumberlands,
Feb, 10, 1235, These ducks are nat ot all shy when single or in pairs,
but are very shy in flocks: the pinenceks have similar habits, A flock of
approximately 150 was on Lake Andrew Jackson Apirl 13 1935,

AMERICAN GOI DENEYE  Glauctonetie clangule americana
A wvery rare winter roesident and an wncommeon migeant,. Feb 10,
19%4, 10 of these ducks were seen on the Tennessee river near the mu-
nleipal water plant. This flock was present for several days and rthe ducks
were watched ar rheir feeding by numerons persons, One was recorded an
the Tennessee River near Chattanooga by Mr. Ganier on March 20,
1933, (4).

BRUFFI.LEHEAD Charttenetta «'beola
This beavtiful linle duck ix a very rare transient in Dast Tennes-
e, There are the heads of two males in the Society’s collection which
were talen on the Tennessee river several years ago, This duck was re-
ported from Johpson City Nov, 12, 1932 and Nov, 12, 1933 (5)

r4

OLLD SQUAW : . Clangula huyemalis

This curious sea dick is a very rare winter visitor. Mr, Ogden has
mounted two of them, the male having been taken in February, 1934,
and the female having been one of three shot on the Tennessee River.
Jam.- 15. 1927,

WHITE-WINGED SCOTER . Melanttta deglandi
We have only one record of this Lar northern sea duck, which com-
monly winters far to the north of our state and which seldom comes
(arther south than Long Istand Sound. The bird was Killed by the writer
on the Tennessee river below Loudon, Dee, 23, 1932 and s now in Earl
Henry's colleciion.

RUDDY DUCK Erismatura jamatcensts rubida

A very rare transient. our only records being Ocr. 19, 1930 and
April 13, 1935 on Lake Andrew Jackson.

HOODED MERGANSER Lophodytes cucullatus

A rare transient,  This duck is almost invariably found in pairs or
a single bird, They were fairely common 1934-35 and were practically
the only duchs an the river in late January ar the close of the hunting
season, A pair at Lake Andrew Jackeon, Map, 17, 1935,
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AMERICAN MERGANSER . Mergus merganser americanas

A rare transient, A flock of these large [ish ducks was seen at Lake
Andrew Jackson from Dec., 1934 until the latter part of March, 1935,
The water had been compeltely open all winter and food is plentiful. An-
other record comes from H. P. [jams, of one taken on the Tennessee Riv-
er near Knoxville, Feb, 12, 1927.

RED-BREASTED MERGANEE . Mergus serrator

A very rare transient. The taking by a duck bhunter of several of
these ducks in 1930 has been recorded. Mr. Tyler has a record of late
March. 1932, The back and feet of one of these birds was found by
Brockway Crouch in a Duck Hawk's nest. together with two left leas of
American Bitterns. This nest was located near Alum Cave CUTLL on the
South side of Mr. LeConte, at an altitude of 4500 fect. At this date,
May 17, 1931, it held 3 young nearly ready to fly. The water birds
were doubtless migrating north and probably came over the summit of
the Great Smokies at Newlound Gap, which is at an elevation of 5200
feet above sea level. [dentification was made by the U.S. Biological Survey,

KING RAIL . _ Rallus elegans elequns

This rail is a rare summer rr--ndmt and a rare transicat. SOome Years
ago a downy young bird was brought to Mr. Tjams which was identified
as this species. A specimen taken at Fountain City in Sept.. 1934, is
in Mr. Ogden's collection. Earl Henry has seen several near Lynnhurst
Cemetery in a marsh which has now been almost wholly drained by work-
ers engaged in malarial control.

SORA RAIL . . Porzana carolina

A lairly common transient, but sel dnm seen, because of its secretive
habits. An occurance 18 reported at Johnson City, May 6. 1934, Earl
Henry reports the occurance of this bird about 5 years ago. There 1s a
record of one ar Athens, Tenn, on April 24, 1902, (6).

AMERICAN COOT ... .. Fulica americana americana
The coot or “water chicken' of the duck hunters 1s a [airly com-
mon transient and a rare winter resident,  Although nearly valueless as
food. many of these birds are killed each winter by hunters who are
unable to resist, the easy target they present as they “‘patter” along the
surface of the water taking (light. Were less than half as common as usual
winter of 1934-35, but were common on Lake Andrew i the Spring.

SEMI-PALMATED PLOVER = Charadrius semipalmatus

A very rare tramsient. A specimen was collected Sept. 18, 1932 on
the bank of the Tennessce River cpposite the municipal water plant at
Knoxville, and is now the Society’s collection.

[ILLDEER - . Oxyechus vociferus vociferus

This handsome bird of river, pond and pasture well merits the
“vociferous” part of its name. [t may commonly be seen or heard in al-
most all localities. A permanent resident.

BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER ___ Squatarola Squatarolu

A very rare cransient. An immature bird was killed on the munici-
pal airport at Knoxville October 6, 1933 and in now in the Society's
collection. (7).

AMERICAN WOODCOCK . Philohela minor

A rare rransient and a rare breeder. Mr. John Bamberz has made
some excellent pictures of nesting woodeock within the city limits of
Knoxville. finding a nest with 4 egos on April 27, 1931, (8), (9), (10).

WILSONSE SNIPE: e e . Capella delicta

This marsh lover, better known as “'Jack snipe’’ ig a fairly com-
mon transient, We have recorded it in late January, but it is most com-
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men in March and April, Mr. Tyler recorded them as late as May 21 at
Johnson City, (11).

UPLAND PLOVER . . . Bartramia longicauda
A wvery rare East Tennessee migrant, We have no record of this
bird near Knoxville. bur Mr. Tyler. of Johnson City, has a date of
March 26, 1933, as well as an occurance a few years before on which
he does not have the exact date,

SPOTTED SANDPIPER . R Actitis macularia

Fairly common along our streams from spring until fall, most com-
mon in the spring. A nest with eggs was found at Johnson City. (9).

EASTERN SOLITARY SANDPIPER Tringa solitaria solitaria

A fairly comon transient: casily found along strcams in spring and
fall. This and the preceding are our enly fairly common sandpipers.

GREATER YELLOWLEGS . - Totanus melanoleucus
A wvery rare transient. We have recorded it at rare intervals—on
the banks of the Tennessee River, Sept. 18. 1933 and in a flooded pas-
ture, April 22, 1928.

LESSER YELLOWLEGS . Totanus flavipes

Not so rare as the Greater Yellowlegs. lt was rrcurdu.d on October
21, 1934 on a rock bar in the French Broad rver near Paint Rock, Other
dates are Aug. 2. 1928 and Sepr. 18. 1933, On Apal 21, 1935 a flock
of oghr.

LEAST SANDPIPER __ ... .. . ... ... Pisobia minutilla

A very rare transient, H, P. ljams and Dr. E. B, Powers recorded
this diminutive shore bird in a flooded pasture in Blount County, April
22, 1928, A report of May 14, 1933 from Johnson City is noted by
Mr. Tyler.

SEMI-PALMATED SANDPIPER FEreunetes pusillus

A very rare transient, One was recorded here Sepr. 18, 1933, while
a specimen an Earl Henrv's collection was taken on the shore of a small
pond in Sevier County, October 25, 1929,

HERRING GULL . _ Larus argentatus smithsonanus

Oceasionally, particnlarly during a time of high water, these large
gulls visit us. A flock of 9 was seen on the Little Tennessee River, Novw.
B, 1934, One or two visited Knoxville several times during the winter,
One, Teb, 16, 1935 was during very cold weather. (17).

RING-BILLED GULL _ . _ Larus delawarensts

A very rare transient, our only delinite record being a flock of 3
near Looney's Island below Knoxville, April 13, 1935, We possibly con-
fuse these with the preceding species at times as we seldom see the gulls
¢lose at hand.

LAUGHING GULL . — . Larus atricilla

This gull is an accidental wvisitor. Tln I:rs‘t authentic record for
Tennessee was Sept. 18, 1933, when a specimen was taken from a small
flock at the Istind Home Park entrance on the Tennessee River, (12).

FORSTERS TERN o N __ Sterna forstert

A wvery rare transient, However, this tern is wsually recorded ar
some time every year, [he last record was a flack of 11 on the Ten-
nessee River from which a specimen was taken May 10, 1934, (13).

COMMON TERN B Sterna hirando hirundo
This tern is much less common than the preceding. A specimen was
taken wn the French Broad River about 20 miles above Knoxville, Nov.
1930, which proved to be this species. The bird is now in Earl Henry's
collection.
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EASTERN SOOTY TERN __ Sterna fuscata fuscala
While an accidental visitor in Tennessee, this tern has been record-
ed here twice, July 30, 1926 (17) and June 20, 1934 (14). In both
cases the birds were picked up exhausted following severe coastal storms.
The latter specimen is in the EJT.Q.5. collection.
BLACK TERN _____ Chlidonias nigra surinamensis

A wvery rare transient, this bird has been recorded on the FFrench Broad
river in 1926 and at Lake Andrew Jackson, August 2, 1928,

There are certain birds on the Tennessee state list which
undoubtedly occur here in East Tennessee and which should be
included in a list of this nature although we have no definite date
record of their occurance. This list may be said to contain, as a
minimum, the following species:

Horned Grebe, Virginia Rail, Purple Gallinule, Florida
Gallinule, Pectoral Sandpiper, Long-Billed Dowitcher, Don-
aparte’'s Gull and Franklin's Gull.

LITERATURE CITED

Mumbers (1) to (16} are from The Migrarnt. as follows: (1) vol. 6
po 34 (2) Vol B op. 332 03 V.4 p 50 (4 V.4 p. 3: (5) V.4 p
26; (6) V. 6. p. 3: (7)Y V.3, p 48: (8) V. 4. p. 22: (M V. 5. p 31
(10) Voo, pe 14 (11 Vo4, p. 51y (12) Vo4, p. 8: (13) V. 5 p 31
(14) V, 5, p.46: (15) V.5, p. 22; (16) V. 4, p47; (17) Wilson Bul-
fetin Vo 41, p. 970 (18) The Auk V., 3, pp. 315-320, Numbers (15) and
(16) are not ated in the text but contain pertinent information.

ENOXVILLE. TENNESSEE., May, 1935
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south, but at 8 a. m. May 16th was azuain henting food at the traps. Each
time he was recaptured, he was held several hours in a darkened cage
befor: transporting the covercd eage in an automobile, The trips were muade
in a roundabout way. One wonders what powerful urge it was that sur-
mounted such difficulties and that prompted him to head directly “home”
when released from the cage. It is with regret the disappearance of the old
Mockingbird “B"” is announced. Ho wao the first of his species banded at
the station and in the known 4 years of his residence, he always remained
nearby so his disappearance doubtless indieates his death at the age of 5
vears at least. His mate, also a permanent resident (ot least 3 years old), is
cerupying a4 neighbor's parden now with her new mate, a yvoung bird about o
year old, A banded male Orchard Owriole that is raising a family in the
garden is u return from some previous year, but so far, it has not been pos-
sible to trap him and read the band number. Only two adult male Orchard
tirioles have been banded (1932) as here they enter traps only for water in
times of drouth. The females and immatures arve not so wary and several of
them have been captured.

It is hoped other banders will send interesting items from Tennessee =tu-
tions for publication in Brevities.

NASHVILLE, TENN., Moy 51, 1935,

THE ROUND TABLE

THE SEASON AT MEMPHIS: Our third record here for Upland Plover
proved to be a charm for we had from two to eleven individuals present each
day from March 27 to April 4, inclusive, at the old Bry's Airport, inside
the ecity limit-, This species was first seen this year on March 26 on Lake
Forest golf course, a field which wi= frequented by flocks of Pipits last year
and on which a pair or two of Prairie Horned Larks undoubtedly nest each
spring, Looking for Larks T was surprised to flush the Plovers. The next
morning I decided to look over Bry’s Alrport, a site which had always pre-
viously proved a disappointment as regards species other than Meadowlarks,
Killdeers and (in season) Savannah Sparrows, and found two Upland Plovers.
Afterwards we found them there each day, us many us eleven on April 2,
and through April 4 when five were seen. On April 6 and 8 none were found.

. 1 had never heard u Whip-poor-will here until the night of April 13
when we listened in Riverside Park to one culling close by. MeCamey re-
ported hearing five at Camp Curricr, Miss.,, on April 17 together with two
Chuck-wills-widows, while Whittemore also heard this <peecies north of town
on the samc day. Earl Henry collected a specimen Sept. 24, 1932 for cur
only previous record. . . . Unseazonably cool wenther evidently delayed our
migrants as they arrived later than usual and in smaller numbers until
April 18 on which date | recorded eleven speeies for the first time during the
seuson.  Subsequent migrants were more regular and the last of April anid
the first of May found our woeds full of warblers and other species. A
Blue-headed Vireo was recorded on April 23 and 24 and May 18 (MceCamey).
On April 23 1 heard and saw a Naszhville Warbler, On the 24th I observed
for some time and at a few feet a bird which [ believed to be an Alder Fly-
cateher, A Mourning Warbler was seen May 11 (MeCamey, et al.) A Connee-
ticut Warbler was reported April 27 (Alice Smith). . .. On the annual Spring
Field Day, 126 species were noted, chicfly through the good work of Scouts
led by Eagle Scouts Franklin MeCamey, I'red Carney, and Henry Turner,
with Jack Calhoun of Nashville, An early sturt and a disregard of all but the
most terrific downpours enabled them and the most adventuresome of the main
party to take advantage of the large number of birds present in the wooded
bottomlands north of Lakeview. Warblers were especially abundant in spots.
Six Veeries, a Philadelphia Vireo, twenty-three species of warblers, includ-
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ing one Golden-winged Warbler (Earl Henry), were among the rare land
birds seen. Six species of swallows, including the CIiff Swallow, were noted
in numbers, skimming over the clover on the levee south of Lakeview. . . .
Shorebirds were uncommon this spring. The Lakeview barrow pit was too
grassy but suitable muddy shores on the more western string of pits were
usually barren of rvesults. On May 4, the day before the Field Day, C. M.
Owens of Monticello, Ark., and [ were fortunate enough to see 12 Wilson's
Phalaropes (second Memphis record) feeding among about 25 Lesser Yellow-
legs. A three-mile trek through the mud the next day and repeated visits at
all pits on later dates failed to produce anything but occasionally a few Least
and Semipalmated Sandpipers. On May 5, however, we did flush one Sora
after another, totaling 15 for the whole string of pits. A few on May 8 were
the last seen this spring. . . . Other waterbivds recorded at Lakeview were
four Black-crowned Night Hevons, =ix Shovelers and nine Blue-winged Teal
on April 14 (also an Osprey) ; one Yellow-crowned Night Heron, an Ameriean
Bittern, 85 Coots, 9 Shovelers, 50 more Teal on April 21; another Yellow-
crowned on April 30; 15 Teal and an American Bittern on May 1; u Purple
Gallinule was colleeted on May 4 by Earl Henry and another of this speeies
was observed on May 16. . ., On April 30 the first Leasl Bittern was seen,
several were noted at various pits on the Field Day and on May 26 a nest
with four eggs was found. On May 30 it contained five eggs and a second
nest containing three eggs was found, . . . At the Lakeview pit proper, which
does not have areas of young willows as doeg the string of pits cxlending
west and south along the levee, Pled-billed Grebes nested in 1932 and 1933
but not in 1934 when the pit was more shallow than uwsual and dried up
early, This year the frequent rains have maintained a depth to three feet
here and six nests were found. The first nest found contained six eggs on
April 21 and eight on April 30 when two others with sets of seven were found.
On May 1 a fourth nest, located within a few feet of the highway, was found
with seven eggs, We could =it in a car and watch the parent on the nest
as open conditions at this pit do not favor concealment of any great degree.
This last was probably the first laid eclutch as the eggs hatched May 8 and
six baby Grebes were scen in the water nearby. The first nest mentioned
contained 4 eggs on May 11 with four young nearby und on May 12 three
eggs; one egg nover hatched. The secend and third sets also hatched but
two later sets were not successful. No. 5, with 3 eggs on May 8 and o full
clutch of 8 later, was found on May 30 to be empty with 4 eggs floating and
one chick seen swimming nearby; No. 6, discovered with 2 eggs on May 26,
was found abandoned on the 20th. Numerous snouts of turtles and snakes
noted on the surface of the pond on subsequent days, probably explain these
two failures. . . . A King Rail's nest containing 4 epgs April 21, 11 on April
30, 12 on May 1, still contained 12 eggs on May 18, but on the 19th four had
evidently hatehed. A heavy hailstorm and darkness stopped a search for the
chicks. Six eggs remained on the 20th and 22nd—>by this time the nest was
evidently abandoned, possibly due to daiiy heavy rains during the last days of
the incubation period. This period fgures approximately 18 days, in line
with the calculated 18 to 20 days for a set of nine eggs completed May 14,
1932 (See Migrant, Sept. 1932, About five other King Rails probably nested
at these pits. . . . An Adult Bald Eagle was seen May 30 south of the Horn
Lake levee (Lakeview). This is our firsl summer record this near to
Memphis. . . . Starlings have nested at Memphis this season for the first
time, so far as we know. Eagle Bcout Frederick Fiedler causually mentioned
a Starling nesting in an old woodpecker hole in a dead bare tree back of
his home on April 28. [ went there at once and saw my first young Starlings,
¢lamoring for food as the adult returned to feed them. About ten days
later, 1 saw seven immature and two adult birds in Forest Park and later
they were reported at three other locations. . . .The Mississippi Kites of Vance
Woods were first seen on May 12; three were noted instead of the two seen
all last summer and later four were recorded there at one time.—BeEN B,
Correy, Memphis.
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A PIPING PLOVER AT MEMPHIS.—A very shallow barrow pit, along
Highway 61 at Horn Lake Creek and about half a mile north of the Mississippi
line, was found to be frequented on May 4 by a few Least and Semipalmated
Sandpipers and a Semipalmated Plover. On May 5 our Field Day, our
motorcade wag schieduled to pause here for u moment but the autos were
soon emptied when a light eolored plover was seen. Upon careful examina-
tion with binoculars and at close vanpe, it was found to be a Piping Plover
(Charadring welodus), o new species for Tennessee, The single breast band
was complete on this individual but the pale whitish color, the short hill
und the dark yellow legs, were features sufficient to distinguish it from
similar shortbirds. This species should be recorded here again occasionally
in migration but not oftem as it ix a rare bird everywhere at the present
time.—BEN B, Correy, Memphis.

NOTES FROM CORINTH, MISS.—On May 10th, my stenographer placed
the following note on my desk: “*Mr. Wright says there is a Black E}juniun
Warbler in his yard; wants you to come up at once,” Since 1 have been
looking for the elusive Blackburnian for ten vears without suceess, naturally 1
hurried to Mr. Wright's home. The bird turned out to be a Magnolia Warbler,
and of eourse, both of us were disappointed, But as luck would have it, that
same day I had another call from friend Wright. That time it was a White-
crowned Sparrow; neither of us had cver scen thiz handsome spreies althonsh
we had expected to find it some day as a rarity, He was feeding aong

hedge in the yard, and later flew into a freshly spaded spot in the gurden
On May 12 1 found my first Blackburnian, twelve miles from Corinth, in
Tennessee, on the Shiloh Tond. One of my bird books savs that the Black-
burnian is the most gorgeous of wl the warblers. 1 think (his must be true,
The rich flame that covers hisg throat, breast, and parts of head ig found on
no other bird that 1 know. Another intevesting transient to call this year
was the Tenneszee  Warbler. This hird came to my yvard April 29th and re-
mained for ten days, singing constantly during his stay. A dozen Dickeissels
were found three miles west of Covinth, May 20th. They have nested in this
same meadow for several years but there seem to be more this spring than
usual. I think our commonest summer resident is the Orchard Oriole. They
are found along the roadsides everywhere. Its larger cousin, the Baltimore,
is rare; 1 have seen only one this season.—BenJ. R. WanriNegg, Corinth, Miss.

A WINTER HERRING GULL. During the first week in January, I was
called and asked to identify “a strange and peculiar bird” which had been
brought into town from the country. I went to see the bird at the first oppor-
tunity and prior to my arrival, found that others who had viewed it had
named it an eagle, a hawk or even an albatross, As soon as I examined it |
saw that it was an American Herring Gull, a bivd which breeds on northern
lakes and spends the winters coursing the rivers to the Gulf of Mexico. The
big bird measured 24 inches from tip of beak to tip of tail and had a wing-
spread of 58 inches. It had not yet donmned adult plumage, being darker than
the pearly gray color of old birds.

The lady who had it, said that it had been shot by a tenant on her farm
who thought it was some sort of hawk. The farm was near the Cumberland
River and the tenant had noticed it was feeding with his chickens at the
time. It is always regrettuble that our lurge prare birds should be shot so
promiscuously but this one will serve some purpose for the plumage was in
perfect condition and it hus been mounted and preserved.—JEssiE B, ATRINS,
Clarksville,

A GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER appeared on April 28th, on the wooded
hillside at the rear of my home and is one of the very few records we have
of this species near Nashville. The bird, 2 male in fine plumage, was collected
and prepared for my collection—JouN CALHOUN, Nashville,
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NESTING NOTES FROM MURFREESBORO: There is a small colony
of Lark Sparrows on our farm = few miles east of town and here the first
migrant was noted to have veturied on April 15, 1 made u search for their
nests and on May 8, found one with u single egg but they added 4 more befove
beginning to set. On May 12, another of their nests was found and this ane
held & eggs incubated nbout three dayve, . . . A nest of the Pileated Wood-
peeker was found on April 20, ceeavated 50 feet up in a dead onk; it con-
tained 8 egps, incubated aboul o week, . . . The Cooper's Hawk is our com-
mwnest hawk here in Rutherford County and | have found 7 nests this
spring, as follows: April 21, 5 eges; April 30, 3 epps; Muay 4, 4 eggs; May §,
3 eggs; May 19, 2 eggs, and during the first weck in June, 2 nest with two
nearly hatehed eggs and another with voung.—1, 0, Toon, Murfreesboio.

KING RAILS AT MURFREESBOKRO: King Rails were found nesting
here this spring for the first time. In a murshy field, at the eity limit:, where
Redwing Blackbirds have nesinl for years, T made a carefu] scarel for the
Ruils this spring and found threc nesls, The first was found o April 26,
but the eggs had been broken by Crows or animals of some sort. “The seeond
nest was found on May 2 and this one contained 9 eggs, incubated nbout 3
days at the time. Later, still another nest was found and judging by the
appearance of the shells, the voung had hatehed suceessfully. On the nest
were a number of snull shells which 1 suppose Hud been brought there by the
Ruils to be eaten. All neste were built in clumps of “bull rushes.” Ample
vainfall this spring may have been the rewson for their remaining (o nest.-
H. O. Tobp, Murfreesboro.

SPRING NOTES, 1935:  Unprecedented rains all spring heve kopt the
country green and well watered. The early migrants were earlier than usual
due to an early period of warm weather. . . . Shorebirds, which were common
lust spring have been conspicuous by their great searcity during the spring
Just past. | attribute these fluctuations to the drouth in whe Northwest last
May and the amyple cainfall in that area during the present season. , .. On
March 24, 1 found a nest of the Barred Owl, in the Camberland River bottoms,
containing 2 eggs. From their inenbation I judge they were luid about
March 2. A young owl of this species wis found May 16, just two blocks
from my house in town and it appeared Lo be only about o week out of the
nest. It was kept as a pet until June 13, when it was banded and released
on Stones River in [dlewild Wood, . . . 2 A Duck Hawk was observed on April
41, on Caney Creek, near the fulls, in Van Buren tounty, by Mayfield und the
writer. We had suspected their presence here but this was our first positive
record. The Golden Eagles ure reported here still, by the natives but we
saw none; the old nest however, has been recently added to. . . . The Sharp-
shinned Hawks, which have nesied none Craggie Hope for many years were
late and it was not until June 2 that they had lawd their 4 epgs. . . . The 12-
year-old Cardinal at my heme still prospers but lost his mate of years on
April 7; a cat elimbed to the nest at night and caught her. (Inecidentally, 1
caught the cat the following night.) The male re-mated at once and the
puir are now nesting about the yard.—A, . Ganier, Nashville,

GREEN HERON NEST RECORDS FROM NEAR NASHVILLE.—As a
common nesting bird on most of Davidson County’s stream and pond-sides,
the Eastern Green Heron (Butorides wircseens wvirescens) is familinr to all
observers, The writer finds persoral notes on 12 nests of this species within
the county, taken in 1930-1954 inclusive, which he would like to place on
record for the use of other county observers, Extreme dates for full sets of
ege are: earliest, bird brooding 4 eggs on April 14, 1933; lutest, bird flushed
from 3 eggs on June 1, 1930. In the last instance, the scl may have been
incomplete, The approximate average date for completed sets of eggs, as
determined from these data is about May 2. The 1933 egga were laid from
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4 to 16 days earlier than this average, while 1940 nests ranged from average
to 27 days late. Thus it seems that nesting time varies with several factors,
probably terperature and the amount of protection the nest locality receives,
but on these things the writer has no data, However, the 2 earlier 1033 neats.
Apvil 14 and April 21 respectively, wepe loeated in thick cedar trees, the only
Green Heron nests of the writer’s rupovionee so located. One old nest found
here in 1932 led to the 1033 seawvch, Severnl pairs of crows nested in the
same cedar grove, and the herons were frreed to stand close guard over their
own mests, which they seemed to do successfully.

Beside the cedar locations, 1 nest was found in a small plum tree, 1 in an
American Flm, and the remaining 8 in small Mississippi Huckberries. This
last tren seems to be the bivd’s favorite, in the writer’s experience, probably
because it so often is common along the small streams which the heron loves
to freeuent.  All of these nests save 3 were ¢orv ¢lose to water, 4 being on
hranrhies averhanging the stream or pond, snd 5 being within 25 feet of the
water's edge.  Cf the remaining 3, the very late 1080 nest was located in a
hackberry thicket in a long-dry gully, at least a quarter of a mile from any
stream.  The cedar grove nests were roughly 150 yards from water. The
highest nest found was approximately 25 feet up: the lowest, 8 feet, The
average for 12 nests was 17 feet. Seven nests eontained 4 eges, 3 contained
5 egrs, 1 eontained 3 eges, and the contents of 1 was never ascertained. The
writer has noted in 2 instances evidenece that leads him to suspect that an
oecasional pair of these birds may repair and use a2 nest two seasons in sue-
ression. Certainly the nests were in exactly the same location, and were un-
uznally thick the second season. However, the localities were not visited in
winter, nor were the nest torn apart to determine previous occupancy. The
nhservations of other local bird students on this point would be interesting.—
Convrron Cronk, Cookeville.

RADNOR LAKE NOTES: My reeords of water birds on the Lake during
the past spring, are as follows: The Loon thal first appeared on Dec. 18th
has heen present eontinuously sinee that time. 1t is still here on June 16th,
as this  journal goes to press, a date decidedly late for this spoeies. Thera
were two Loons present at times during the winter. The last dates on whieh
other waterfow] were zern on the Lake, ave as follows: Coo's on April 19th, 1
Ring-necked Dueck on April 27th, 10 male and 18 female Lesaor Scanps on
April 27th, 1 Goldeneye on April 7ih, 3 male and 1 female Blucwing Teal on
April 8th, a pair of Pied-billed Grehes an April 27th, a male Shoveller on
April Tth. 4 Horned Grebes on Apeil 8th, o female Red-breasted Merganser on
April 14th and a Double-crosted Cormorant on April 19th and 27th. A foelk
of Black Terps wore noted on the Lake during mid-May and again duving
the fivsl week in June.—Grores B, Woonring, Nashville.

THE BROWN THRASHER: T suppese if any bivd lover were asked to
name fiis Tavorite bird he would be sorely perplexed and find it a difficult
ques'ion to answer,  Like children, birds each have a peeulinr personality.,
While I love all birds, even the much abused Fnglizsh Spavrow, after weighing
the matter well, T believe my favorite is the Brown Thrasher, close ecousin to
the Maockinebird, Hz iz the perfection of grace; his ved-hrown plumage above,
crpamy breast marked with arvow-heads of olive, lene sweeping tail, elean-
cut head and long steaight bill, make a pleasing picture.  Most glovians of all
is his song; it is wonderful.  While not so varvied as that of the Mockinghird,
his netea arve clear-cut, distinet and linuid, The high notes seem to ascend
t the very vault af heaven where they bursl and fleat upon the air aned
those low ecaressing neles whieli he gives at nesting tme, onee heard can
never he forgpotten.

In modern-day slang, 1 shovlil sy the Brown Thrasher “blows in.” Foar
yoars 1 have kept o record asd he hos never failed to come in a storm or
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strong wind, or on or near March 18th, about the time of the equinox., I
remember one 18th day of March. 1 was sitting, talking with my husband,
when all at once I heard a beautiful, clear note. “Oh, listen, that is my
Thrasher,” 1 said. “Do you really believe that is the same bird you fed
almost at your feet last summer?” “I certainly do,” I said, “would you believe
it if he came to feed at my feet again?’ “1 think I should,” he replied. 1
opened the French doors, walked out on the porch and scattered bread erumbs.
Just then I espied him in a wild cherry tree near by. In about three minutes
he swooped down, not thres feet from where I stood and picked up the crumbs
as calmly as any chieken—not the least bit afraid. “Well, I give up,” said
my hushand, and from that day to this his interest in birds has increased.—
Nancy LEE MorGAN, Columbia.

A WHITE PELICAN AT KNOXVILLE: On the afternoon of May 8th,
about 5:30 P. M,, I had just put the car in the garage and was going to the
house, when my sister called to ask what the big bird was that was flying
overhead. I realied that the mallard ducks about the yard were raising a
great racket and had thought there must be a large hawk nearby. On looking
up, however, I zaw that it was a far lavger bird than any hawk. Tt was about
150 feet overhead and all that I could see were its underparts. Its head,
being drawn back on its shoulders, was not visible, but a very large bill
pointed outward, almost as large as my hand and forearm and of a vellowish
color. The body and most of the wings were white but the primaries were
black. At first I thought that it was a Great Blue Heron but at once realized
that there were no outstretehed legs. It was flying very heavily and just
before it passed out of sight over the trees, it set its wings and began to sail.
It had been crossing a ridge and there was considerable wind that it had to
overcome. A few minutes later, Mrs, Johnson and the children drove in from
town and told of having seen a very large white bird pass over the hill a
half mile away. They eommented on the faet that it was flying as if its
wings could scareely hold it up. We decided that the big bird could have
heen none other than a White Pelican and reference to pictures in our bird
books confirmed our belief. After supper, we loaded up the car and set out
up the Holston River, in the direction the bird had gone, but were unable
to trace it.

A mnotice was put in the paper and on May 10, Mr. Tom Kesterman, air
pilot for the T.V.A,, called Mr. Ijams to say that late in the afternoon on
May Sth, he and a group were at the Airport on Dickenzon’s Island and
someene looking up, called that an airplane was coming in. In a moment
they realicd that it was a lavge bivd and at first thought it was a big “crane.”
It finally ecame so close that they could see its bill and pouch and the \yebbed
feet. Some time, over thirty years ago, there was a mounted bird in the
lobby of the old Palace Hotel, said to have been shot near Knoxville. Before
1895 the hotel was turned over to the Y. M. €. A. and T do not know what
beeame of the bird., We trust that our rare visitor will be able to “run the
gauntlet” and safely reach its nesting grounds in the far northwest. —WiLLiam
N. Jog~son, Knoxville.

NOTES FROM THE KNOXVILLE REGION. The earlier part of the
past spring migration was characterized by the erratic movement on the
part of a number of birds; the latter part of the season, however, regulated
itself to a great extent.

At the end of the first week of April, 11 species of warblers were present—
including the Yellow Warbler on the 2nd, the Blackbunian on the 4th, and the
Prothonotary on the 6th. Those dates, listed above, are 2 or 3 wecks earlier
than average. This early movement was broken off quite abruptly by almost
incessant cold rains which followed.

On the morning of April 13th 3 Black-crowned Night Herons and three
Ring-billed Gulls were observed along the Tennessee River west of Knoxville.
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This represents the first definite record of the Ring-billed Gull in the immediate
vicinity of Knoxville, although it more than likely oecurs regularly, On the
afternoon of the 13th a single Yellow-crowned Night Heron was flushed from
the border of a small woodland pool near Andrew Jackson Lake. It flew
into a dead tree bordering another pond and allowed observation at an ex-
tremely elose range, It was also obsorved the following day in the same
location, On Lake Andrew Jackson, & Ruddy Ducks and 5 Shovellers were
observed along with four or five other species of ducks. On the following
day at the lake an American Bittern was scen and an Amervican Egret was
present. The Egret stayed at the lake until April 215t when it was joined
by a second bird., Neither of them was scen after that time. Two Baldpates
and an Osprey represent the only other interesting observations of that date.
A pair of Prairie Horned Larks which we had previously located, were again
found present on April 14th. The male was in full song and as this date
was past the usual time of their first nesting, it is probable that they had a
nest in the vieinity.—Winniam WaLker and Geokce FosTer, Knoxville.

LONG-EARED OWLS IN BLOUNT COUNTY: 1In the last Migrant,
mention was made of a specimen of this apparently rare bird having been
brought to me on Dec. 22 last. On March 6, 1935, another was brought in and
given to me to be mounted. It had been caught in Blount County, 12 miles
south of Knoxville, near Wildwood Springs by Mr. W. A. Gaut, by means of
a pole trap. These birds are not known to nest i Tennessee but this capture
at so late a dute, would indicate that they may breed in the vicinity., North
of the Ohie River, the average date of nesting is said to be the latter part
of March.—8. A, OgpEN, Knoxville.

The new Commission of five who will look after the State Department of
Fish and Game, was appointed May 15, by Gov. MeAllister, They are: L. C.
Jaeobs, chairman, Nashville manufacturer; J. W. Hoskins, Knoxville, manu-
facturer; Dr. W. H. Cheney, Chattanooga, physician; Franklin W. Latta,
Dversburg, lawyer, and Maleomb C. Hill, lawyer, of Sparta. Members of the
T. 0. 8. should make themseclves known to these gentlemen and enlist their
2id in the conservation of bird life.

SPRING FIELD DAYS wepe held by our Nashville, Knoxville and
Memphis chapters as scheduled in our last issue. The Nuashville outing was
held May 12, at Craggie Hope, 256 miles west of Nashville, with an attendance
af about fifly, A tetal of 106 species werve listed during the day, this includ-
ing an ecarly morning list made at Radnor Lake. The Knoxville group, on
May 3, assembled at the Island Home Bird Sanctuary en the Tennessee River
and in that general vicinity, listad just a few short of an even hundred
specics, The Memphis group, in spite of rainy weather, listed on May 5,
the unprecedented number of 126 species. Good territory for water birds and
varied terrain materially assisted. Highlights of the list are mentioned in
Mr. Coffey's notes in the Round Table seetion.

STATE OFFICERS were elected for the year beginning July 1st, at the
annual Spring Field Day at Nashville on May 12, as follows: George R,
Mayfield, Nashville, President; Ben B. CoTey, Memphis, Vice-President for
West Tennessee; Bruee P, Tyler, Johnson City, Viee-President for East Ten-
nessee; Albert F. Ganicr, Nashville, Editor-Treasurer; Vernen Sharp, Jr.,
Nashville, Curator; John Bamberg, Knoxville, Seerctary, and Miss Georgie
Reod, Nashville, Assistant Secretary.
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“The simple truth about birds is interesting enough,
it is nol wcecssary to go beyond it.”

EDITORIALS

This i=sue might be termed a “water-bivd number” of The Migrant and
as sueh it is timely because of the fact that these hivds are now facing a Qrisis
and due attention should be drawn to them. Years of drouth in their breed-
ing grounds in the far Northwest have brought most of the ducks to the
danger line while in the South the drainage operations of malarial control
forces are being executed in a ruthless campaign to wipe out all marshes and
shallow lakes in an effort to control mosquitoes. Much of this work is ill-
advised for most breeding grounds of marsh birds ean be made mosquito proof
by other means than drainage. Officers of the T. O. S. have been working
to combat this needless campaign of destruction. The present program re-
minds one of the old story of the unvesourceful fellow who killed the dog in
order to destroy the feas,

Tast Tennersce is not generally thought of as being on the migratory
routes of waler hirds but My, Trent's illuminating article in this issue corrects
that impression and shows that the mountains which surround it are by no
means a conmiplete barrer to the waterfowl in their travels. Inecidentally, Mr.
Trent, whe is a printer, has genervously printed and presented {o The Migrant,
the eight additional pages carrying his artiele.

On April 13 the Associated Press broadeast a news-story to the effeet
that an cagle near Lynehburg had attacked and attempted to carry off an
eight-vear-cld boy and that hiz brother had vushed to the rescuc and killed
the bird with a stick. This highly colored yarn was investigated by the
Editor who interviewed the boys and found that they had discovered the
eragle on the ground, chased it into a gully and theve, while trying to capture
it, the small boy wus clawed and bitten, It waz a Golden Eagle.

The three Golden Fagles zent frem Nashville to the Great Smokies
National Park were duly relonsed there by Supt. Bakin. Naturalist-Tech-
nician Willis King reports that at least ene of them was seen regularly after-
vards and that it is probable that the eagles secn at various places in the
park may mean that all three have succeeding in establishing themselves,
The park gives a splendid outlet for eagles captured in Middle Tennessee dui-
ing the winter, when they are accused of stealing lambs and small pigs.

Tenmessee’s Department of Figh and Game is to be ruled henecforward
by a non-political Commission of five men. It is hoped and expected that the
deputies will now hold their jobs by reason of efficiency rather than, as in
the past, as a political rewa d for assisting in the elcetion of local legislators.
The Commission has eleeted Mr., Damon Headden, present incumbent, as
Director of Conservation, Those of us who know Mr. Headden are pleased
over the outlook for he lizs proved himself to be an open-minded man and
one who is really interested in the conservation of all forms of wild life,



W. H. SEDBERRY

"AXIDERMIST
and
FURRIER

Thompson Station, Tennessee
(25 miles south of Nashville)

[ )

I specialize in the lifelike and
artistic mounting of birds.

G~

Fish, Mammals, Heads and
Horns also mounted.

2

For my work I refer you to the
Tennessee State Museum, where
1 have mounted some of the
specimens shown there and to
the Editor of The Migrant.

The Perfect Box for
Birds and Banders
=N

REMOVABLE NEST
SECTION FOR BANDING,
OBSERYATION & CLEANING.

ONE QUARTERTURN
TRAPS PARENT BIRD (OR
ENGLISH SPARROWS,ETC)

CORRECT DIMENSIONS
BY THOROUGH TESTS.

SELF VENTILATING,
DURABLE, ATTRACTIVE.

WEATHER AND RAIN

* PROOF CONSTRUCTION.

oo

FASTENS AND OPERATES
FROM THE BOTTOM ~
CAVBE WORKED FROM THE
CROUND, ARMT LENCTH
ABOVE THEHEAD —

$SI22EACH 2FOR $125 6FOR $522
POSTAGE PREPAID

H.P.IJAMS
R.D.2. KNOXVILLE, TENN,

PAT FEB.1930
N2 748349

PRINTING

L&

* Office Stationery
® Publications
® Pamphlets’

® Catalopues

R
McDANIEL
PRINTING CO.

135 Fourth Avenue, North
Nashville, Tenn.

VERNON SHARP, JR.
220 Capitol Blvd.
NASHVILLE, TENN,

General Insurance
Service
- Fire
Tornado
Theft

&

Automobile and
Complete
Surety Protection




DURY’S

Are Headquarters for

FIELD GLASSES
STEREO PRISM BINOCULARS
GRAFLEX CAMERAS
KODAKS
CINE KODAKS
Bell & Howell
MOTION PICTURE EQUIPMENT
ARTISTS' SUPPLIES
DRAWING MATERIALS
LANTERN SLIDES MADE TO ORDER
 EXPERT DEVELOPING, PRINTING,
ENLARGING

GEO. C. DURY CO.

420 Union Street Nashville, Tenn.

Patronize our advertisers and mention THE MIGRANT




	1935_2_001.bmp
	1935_2_002.bmp
	1935_2_003.bmp
	1935_2_004.bmp
	1935_2_005.bmp
	1935_2_006.bmp
	1935_2_007.bmp
	1935_2_008.bmp
	1935_2_009.bmp
	1935_2_010.bmp
	1935_2_011.bmp
	1935_2_012.bmp
	1935_2_013.bmp
	1935_2_014.bmp
	1935_2_015.bmp
	1935_2_016.bmp
	1935_2_017.bmp
	1935_2_018.bmp
	1935_2_019.bmp
	1935_2_020.bmp
	1935_2_021.bmp
	1935_2_022.bmp
	1935_2_023.bmp
	1935_2_024.bmp
	1935_2_025.bmp
	1935_2_026.bmp
	1935_2_027.bmp
	1935_2_028.bmp

