


BIRD BOOKS 
W e  have in our store, or can obtain for you on short notice, 

these h k s  on Bird Life. 

Pocket Nature Guides 
These are the accepted pocket guides for use on field trips. Size S%x6% 

inches, profwly illustrated in colors. Each $1.26. 
Land Birds Emt of the Rockies. By Chester A W 
Water and Game Rirda By Chester A. Reed. 
W-iM Flowem East of the Rockie~. By Chatex A. Reed. 
Butterlly Guida By Dr. W. J. Holland. 
Tree Guide. By Julia Ellen Rogers. 

A FJXLD TO T m  BIRDS. By Roger Tory Peterson.. Your library 
-is not complete without this new book. Copiously illustrated in 

........................ wash and coIor. The greate~t aid for identification $2.75 
ABERICAN BIRD BIOGRAPH1ES. By Dr. A. A. Allen of Cornell 

University. Beautiful color plates, dmwhgs and photos. Plates 
by George M. Sutton. k r i b e s  best known birds. 228 pagen ...-$ 3.50 

TRAVELING WITH THE BIRDS. By Rudyttrd Boulton. Lithitho- 
graphed illustrations by W. A. Weber. A b~ok on bird migmtion. 

........................... Very interesting snd instructive ................... ... $1.00 
TENNESSEE AVIFAUNA. By Albert F. Ganier. A distributional 

list of the birds of Tennessee showing how, when and where 
they are found in the Stak ............. ... ............................................. . $ -50 

Handbook of BMa of Eaatern North h e r i a .  By F. M. Chap- 
man. Well illustrated in colors. 680 gag= ...........,...................... $6.00 

The Book of Bird Life. By A. A. Allen, Ph.D., Cornell University. 
A wealth of in- ormation, profusely illustrated ................................. $3.76 

What 3ird Is That? By F. M. Chapman. Showing aH of our com- 
mon birds. nlnstmtwl in colors ............................................................ $1.60 

The Practical Value of Birds. By Junius Henderson. The best book , 
on the food habits of birds ................................................................... $2.60 

Bird Neighbors. By Neltje Blanchsn. All about those birds that 
are most worth knowing. IIlnstrated .............................................. $1.00 ' Haw to Make Friends With Birds. By Neil Morrow Ladd. Giving 

....................... many methods of attracting birds ...................... .... $1.50 
Birds of the Soutb. By Charlotte H. Green. Permanent and win- 

........................ ter birds of gardens, fields, and woods. Illustrrrted $1.50 
Stay-at-Home B i d .  By Mae Norton Morris. A charming book 

for the children. Well illustrated ........................................................ $1.60 

All bird lovers am cordially invited to visit our store, or write to us 
for information on books about birds, nature, gardening and out-of-doors. 

METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 
810 Broadway Nashville, Tenn. Tef. 6-2641 



THE MIGRANT 
E'uhlished by the Tennessee Ornithological Soclety, to Record and Encourage the Study of 

Birdn in Tennessee. fasued in March. June, Beptember m d  December. 

WHISPER SONGS AND NIGHT SINGING 

Doubtless the best known singer of "whisper" songs in Tennessee is the 
Mockingbird because his performance occurs in late summer and autumn when 
the weather i s  propitious for noting these soft-toned songs. However, his 
softest, sweebst whisper songs are given on mild ~ u m y  days when the calen- 
dar and the landscape indicate winter still reigns. These January and Feb- 
ruary songs are often so subdued that the fine thread of melody is carried 
only a few yards from the performer as he sits quietly on his low perch. This 
is the first intimation of the awakening of the mating urge which i~ climaxed 
by a wild ecstatic song with acrobatic accompaniments in late March, if by 
that time he has not secured a mate. Again when a mate had joined him 
early in the season, he has been heard in a whispering vesper song after he 
had escorted her to her roosting place about a half hour before dark. Instead 
of flying immediately to his own roost, he withdrew gradually, stopping to 
sing two o r  three times from very low trees until his gray garb blended with 
the evening shadows and only the flushes of white in wings and tail revealed 
his final dash into his own shrubbery sleeping apartment. 

It is probable that a large number of birds open their spring repertoire in 
this charming fashion, but my observations over a pcriod of several years in- 
clsde only a few others. Early in February, a Robin was noted in lengthy 
whisper songs on several successive days, continuing about an hour on Feb- 
iuary 6th. This performance consisted of a repetition of the "cheer up" song 
with variations and was given with closed bill. The slightly distended throat 
was the only indication o f  the source of the music and although he perched 
directly above my seat in the garden, it took some time to positively identify 
him as the singer. However, he stopped occasionally long enough to eat a few 
hackberries or  to regurgitate a hackberry seed and at each o f  the pquses, the 
singing ceased during the brief time necessary ta swallow the berries or later 
to br~ng up and eject a denuded seed 

In "A Brief Study of the Courtship of the Eastern Cardinal," by Dr. 
Shaver and Mrs. Roberts (Journal Tmn. Acad. Sciems, Apr. 1933), the male 
Cardinal, is mentioned as beginning his singin in January when the days are 
mild and a t  times giving s whisper song. 8n February ZOth,, my daybook 
contains a note concerning a pair of Cardinals tha t  were investigatmg possi- 
ble nesting sites in shrubbery outside a window and uttering an allnost in- 
audible low-toned little song as they hopped from twig to twig. It was im- 
possible, however, to determine which of the two was the singer. Later in 
the season, a female was heard in soft little songs as she brooded her clutch 
of three eggs in a hackberry near the house. 

About the first of March, a Song Sparrow rendered a most delightful 
whisper song of considerable length as he perched on a fence post behind a 
shrub border. Also in March, but about the middle of the month, a Brown 
Thrasher that  had arrived two days previously, was heard at noon-day, sing 
ing softly as if oommuning with himself. It was not until a week later that 
the usual s p r i y r n e  song of this species was recorded that ear in the garden. 

Once in mi -April a Catbird was noted in a beautifur whisper song, SO 
muted t ha t  i t  was audible only a few feet away. 

A Canary that was captured in November, 1932, as he fed with wild birds 
about the banding traps at t h  home station, often closes his day with a Bong 





will be found in E. R. Greene's Birds of the Atlanta Area, 1933, and H. C. 
Monk's paper on "Bird Migration a t  Nashville," 1929, in Journal, Tenn. Acad. 
of Scicnce, Vol. 4, p.p. 65-17. 

The cornnlon names given below arc those in current usage and the forms 
shown are thosc assigned to this area by the  Dis17.ibutional List of the Birds 
of Tenncssea, 1933. The letter "E" prefixed to certain names stands for 
"Eastern." Species which he regarded as breeding near  his station are desig- 
nated by thc term "Breeds"; non-breeders are denoted as "Transients" or 
"Winter visitants." Foflowing this is the calculated average date of first 
arrival and t h e  singIe figure in parenthesis which follows is the number of 
dates froill which the average was computcd, certain "out of line" dates not 
being used. The second line represents the dates of first arrivals, from 1902 
to 1909, arranged in order of earliness. 

GREAT BLUE HERON. Does not brecd. One spring record, 4 011 March 30, 1909. 
E. GREEN HERON. Common. Breeds. Average arrival ApriI 1 7  (7). (Arrival 

dates-March 30, April 1, 5, 19, 29, May 1 and 8 ) .  
COMMON CANADA GOOSE. Tolerably colnmon. Latest March 11 ; also IG on 

March 25. 
COMMON MALLARD. Common. noes not brccd, t m ~ ~ s i e n t .  Last seen May 1, 

1903; May 1, 1907, and A ~ r i l  7, 1904. 
SQRA RAIL. Rare. Transient. One record, April 24, 1902. 
AMERICAN COOT. Rare. Transient. One record, April 17, 1902. 
AMERICAN WOODCOCK. Four records-March 1, 2 anti 20, 1906; 3 on March 

10, 1907. 
WILWN'S SNIPE. Does not breed. Fivc seen on March 19, 1906. 
SPOTTED SANDPIPER. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, April 18 ( 7 ) .  (Ar- 

rivaI dates--April 10, 10, 17, 19, 21, 23 and 28). 
YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, May 1 (7). 

(Arrival dates-April 29, 29, May 1, 1, 2, 2 and 3) .  
E. WBIP-POOR-WILL. Comrnon. Breeds. Average arrival, April 10 (6) .  (Ar- 

rlraI dates-March 24, April 6, 9, 15, 16,22 and May 5 ) .  
E. NIGHTHAWK. Common. B~ecds .  Average arrival, ApriI 26 (8). Arrival 

dates-April 20, 20, 24, 25, 28, 28, 29 and May 6 ) .  
CHIMNEY SWIFT. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, April 4 (8). (Arrival 

dates-March 29, 31, 31, April 3, 4, 4, 9, and 12).  
RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRI). Common. Breeds. Average arrival, April 19 

(8). (Arrival dates--April 12, 17, 17, 18, 19, 21, 23 and 24).  
E. KINCRIRD. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, April 2.5 (8). ( A r r i ~ n !  

dates-April 13, 13, 23, 30, May I, I, 1 and 2nd). 
NORTIIERN CRESTED FLYCATCHER. Common. Brecd5. Avernge arrival, April 

17 (81, (Arrival dates-April 9, 13, 16, 17, 19, 20, 20 and 2-11. 
ACADIAN FLYCATCHER. Con~n~on. Breeds. Average arrival, April 26 (8). 

(Arrival dates-April 21, 23, 24, 25, 27, 27, 20 and 30). 
E. WOOD PEWEE. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, ApriI 26 (8). (Arrival 

dates-April 23, 24, 25, 25, 25, 26, 28 and 28). 
PRAIRIE HORNED LARK. Comm011. Winter visitant. Dales last seen-March 

21, March 31, April 1 and April 26. 
BANK SWALLOW (Note b). Common. Breeds. A\-erage arrival, ~ p r i l  18 (8). 

(Arrival dates-April 6, 10, 18, 19, 20, 23, 25 and 27) .  
BARN SWALLOW. Corninon. Brecds. Average arrival, April 16 (8).  ( ~ r r i v a l  

dates-April 8, 11, 13, 15, 16, 19, 19 and 24).  
PURPLE MARTIN. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, March 24 (6). (Arri- 

val dates-March 17, 17, 20, 22, April 3, 4, 11 and 13). 
BROWN CRGEPER. Tolerably common. Winter visitant. Last dates seen-April 

23, 20, 5 and March 25. 
WISTER WREN. Tolerably common. Winter visitant. March 15 and 25. 
CATBIRD. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, April 21. (Arrival date* 

April 16, 17, 21, 22,23, 24 and 2 5 ) .  
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 woo^ T ~ U B H .  Common. Breeds. Average arrival, April 10 (7). (~rrfval  
dateti-March 26, April 12, 16, 18, 18, 18, 18 and 28). 

E. H ~ I T  THRUSH. Common. Winter visitant. Last dates seen-April 23, 
21, 6 and 5. -* 

V ~ Y  (WI~PP'S THRUBH). Rare. Transient. Recorded April 26 and May 6. 
B L ~ ~ Y  GNATCATCHE~. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, March 24 (5) .  

(Arrival date-March 18, 21, 24, 27, 28 and April 6 ) .  
GOW-CBOWNED  KING^, Common. Winter visitant. Average 1 ast April 

18 (6). (La& dates seen-April 9, 15, 18, 22, 23 and 28). 
RVBY-CROWNED  KING^, Common. Winter visitant. Average last April 24 

(6). ( h t  dates --April: 18, 22, 23, 24 and May 1). 
W H ~ E Y A )  Vmm. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, April 16 (7).  (Ar- 

rival dates-March 24, April 7, 12, 12, 12, 13, 15 and 19). 
YELLOW-TI~ATED V m .  Tolerably common. Breeds. Average arrival, April 

17 (5). (Arrival dateeApri1 8,10, 20, 21 and 25). 
mrn V-. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, April 6 (7). (Arrival 

dates-Aprfl 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 and 9). 
E. WARBLING Tmm. Rare. Breeds. Averam arrival, ~ ~ r i 1 . 2 3  (7) .  (Arrival 

datm-April 16, 21, 23, 23, 25, 26 and 27). 
B L A C K - ~ H T T E  WARBLEB. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, March 29 

(8). (Arrival dates-March 21, 24, 24, ApriI 1, 1, 2, 4 and 6 ) .  
Woaaa-mmwc W m m .  Rare. Transient. Average arrival, Aprjl 26 (4).  

(Arrival dates-April 19, 26, 26 and May 5 ) .  Last seen, May 10. 
GOLDEN-m~cm WARB~EB Tolerably common. Breeds. Averam arrival, ApriI 

19 (7).  (Arrival dates, April 12, 12, 16, 20, 20, 24 and 27).  
N ~ T H E R N  PARVLA WRBLEB. Tolerably common. Breeds. Averam arrival, 

April 10 (7). (Arrival dates-April 3, 10, 10, 10, 11, 15 and 15). 
E. YELLOW WARBLER. Common. Breeds. (Arrival dates-April 9 and 15). 
MAGNOLIA WARBLER. Common some years. Transient. Average arrival, May 1 

(4). (Arrival dates-April 23, 28, May 2 and 4). 
CAP~MAY WARBLFZL. Rare. Transient. Average arrival, May 1 (4).  (Arri- 

val dates-April 28, 28, May 1 and 7). Last seen, May 13. 
BLACK-THBOATP, BLUE WAN= Tolerably common. Transient. (Arrival 

d a b A p r i l  23. May 2 and 3). Last seen, May 11. 
MYRTLE WmtEII. Common. Winter Yisftant. Average la& Anril 28 ( 7 ) .  

(Laat dates no-April 17, 25, 26, 28, 28, 29 and May 14). 
BUCK-THBOATED GRFJEN WARBLER. Common. Transient. Averan arrival, 

April 1 (7). (Arrival dates-March 21, 24, ApriI 3, 3, 3, 4 and 9 ) .  Last 
seen. May 31. 

C ~ U L E A N  WAaBtea. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, April 13 (6). (AP 
r rival dates-April 10, 12, 12, 13, 13, 18 and May 5). 

Y E L L O W - T H ~ ~ A T ~  W ~ ~ l s t e R .  Common. Breeds. Average arrival, March 27 
7 (Arrival dates-March 23, 24, 24, 24, 26, April 2 and 3) .  

CHESTNUT-SIDED W-LP~R. Common. Transient. Average arrival, May 1 ( 5 ) .  
(Arrival dates-April 10, 25, 28, May 2, 2 and 3) .  Last seen, l a y  19. 

BAY-BRJWWED WARBLER. Rare. Transient. (Arrival date-AgriI 13, 30 and 
May 4).  Last seen, May 11. 

N~RTHWN PINE WARBLER. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, March 4 (6 . 
(Arrival olatedan. 24, Feb. 22, 22, 28, March 3, 15, 20). (Probab y 
some winter. G.). 

I 
NORTHERN PIU~TRIE WMBLEII. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, AgriI 16 

( 8 ) .  (Arrival d a b A p r i l  8, 9, 13, 13, 14, 18, 23, 24). 
O ~ B W .  Common. Breeds. Average arrival, April 11 (7).  (Arrival dates-- 

April 7, 7, 8, 9, 14, 14 and 18). 
LA. WATW THRUSH. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, March 22 ( 8 ) .  (Ar- 

rival dates--March 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 23, 24 and 27). 
KENTUCKY WABBLEB. Common. Breeds, Average arrival, April 22 (3) .  (Ar- 

rival dates--Aprfl 20,23 and 28). 



MARYLILND YELWWTILROAT. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, April 11 (4). 
(Arrival datepbpril 7, 9, 10,16, 25, 28 m d  30). 

Y m m w - m ~ m  CHAT, Common. BreedB. Average arrival, April 26 (6). 
(Arrival d a t e d p r i l  21, 24, 26, 26, 28 and 28). 

HCWDED W m ,  Common. Breeds. Average arrival; April 12 (6). {Arri- 
val dates-April 7, 9, 10, 12, 16, 16, 21 and 26). 

CANADA W & w .  Not common. Transient. Average arrival, April 30 (7). 
(Arrival dates-April 27, 27, 28, 28, May 2, 3 and 9). 

A M ~ W  REDSTART. Common. Transient. Average arrival, April 24 (8). 
(Arrivd dates-April 12, 16, 19, 19, 26, May 2, a, 5 ) .  Last men, May 27. 

BOB-0-LINK. Common. Transient, Average arrival, April 28 (6). (Arrival 
dates-April 23, 26, 86, 26, 26, May 2, 9). Latest, May 20, 23 and 25. 

E. REDWING BLACKBIRD. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, March 1 (7). 
(ArrivaI dates-Feb. 12, 18, 20, March 4, 4, 12, 19). 

Om- ORIOLE. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, April 18 (7) .  (Arrival 
dates-April 6, 8, 10, 16, 19, 19, 20 and 24). 

BALTIMOEE O K I O ~ ,  Common. Breeds. Average arrival, April 16 (7) .  (Arri- 
val dates-April 8, 11, 14, 18, 19, and 19). 

R u m  BLACKBIRD. Tolerably common. Winter visitant. (Spring records--10 
on March 12, 1902, and 19 on April 22, 190'7). 

PURPLE GMCKLE. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, March 2 (7 ) .  (Arrival 
dates--Feb. 6, 26, 27, 28, March 2, 3, 5 and 8). 

S ~ ~ L E T  TANACEIL Rare. One record-May 6, 1903. 
Suwwm TANAGEFL Comnion. Breeds. Average arrival, April 18 (8). (Arri- 

val dates--April 10, 10, 11, 15, 16, 18, 21 and 23). 
RO~E-BREASTED GROSBUK. Common. Transient. Average arrival, April 26 (8). 

(Arrival dates-April 20, 22, 22, 24, 24, 25, 28 and May 2). 
INDIGO BUNTING. Common. Breeds. Average arrival, April 25 (6).  (Arrival 

date-pril 15, 26, 28, and 29). 
E. Pv- FINCH. Common. Winter visitant. Average departure, April 20 

(7). (Dates last seen-Aprii 8, 16, 16, 20, 24, 24 and May 3). 
E. V ~ 8 m  SPA~ROW. Common. Transient. (Arrival dates-March 13 and 

March 31). Last date seen, April 10. 
S u m  JUNCO. Common. Winter visitant. Average departure, April 

6 ( 6 ) .  (Dates last seen-April 1, 3, 6, 7, 10 and 12). 
E. ' hm S~naaow. Winter visitant. Average departure, April 8 (6). (Dates 

last seen-March 25, 25, April 14, 17 and 22). (This is the most south- 
erly wintering piace for this species yet recorded.-4.). 

E. CHIPPING S P ~ O W .  Common. Breeds. Average arrival, March 12 (6). 
(Arrival dates--March 2, 2, 15, 17, 19, 20 and 26). 

WHITE-THROATED SPAWOW. Common. Winter visitant. Average departure, 
May 4 (7). (Dates last seen-April 26, May 1, 2, 6, 6, 9 and 10). 

E. FOX S ~ A R ~ O W .  Tolerably common. Winter visitant. (Dates last seen- 
March 12,20, April 1 and 18). -- 

E. SONG SPARROW. Common. Winter visitant. Aver- departure, April 24 
(6). (bates last seen-April 18, 24, 24, 26, 26 and 28). 
[Notes: - (a)  Mr. Getty's records for the Whippoor-will are believed to 

also include those on the Chuck-wills-widow, for he found the latter spedes 
nesting at Athens; (b) Since the Rough-winged Swallow is the breeding form 
of "Bank Swallow" at Athens, it is likely that most of these n o h  apply t o  
the latter; (c) The Junco records probably include some for the Carolina Junco 
as well, since the latter breeds on the high mountains 25 miles to Ule mu& 
east. A number of other species listed as "transienh", are a h  hown k 
breed on these high mountains.-A. F. G.] 

NASHVILLE, TENN. 
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LOGGERHEAD NOTES 
BY BENJAMIN R. WARRINEX% 

"Shrike has six young in nest at Bill Mason's, July 2, 1934. S a p  bird 
feeds young on apples"-rough note among my bird memoranda of the past 
summer. My friend Bill Mason lives leas than two miles south of the Miasis- 
sippi-Tennessee line, on the Corinth and Jackson paved highway, 80 this brief 
story only lacks a little of having its situs in McNairy County, Tennessee. 

Before the report of the fledglings came to me, I had been out to see the 
Loggerhead's nest. It was in a small, low, thick, plum tree, some four feet 
from the pound, in the back-yard of my friend's home, and about fifty feet 
from the house. I found impaled on thorns in other smdl trees and shrubs 
about the lawn four skeletons of small birds-mute evidence that the Shrike 
had been playing the reprehensible role of bird-killer. The little bodies were 
so badly decomposed that I could not identify them. So when Bill Mason in- 
formed me that  the parent bird was feeding her fledglings on bits of soft a p  
plea pecked from near by trees, I could not conceal my skepticism. Investiga- 
tion, however, confirmed the report. It appeared that the'birds in the nest 
were beginning life as vegetarians, They consumed quantities of the mushy 
summer apples all but crammed down their greedy mouths. The apples came 
from trees that bore defective fruit; and as a matter of fact nearly every 
apple contained one or more small grubs or worms, such as are often found 
on unsprayed trees. It i s  very likely that the Shrike was including along with 
the bits of apples also such grubs as they had discovered in the fruit. There 
can be no doubt, however, that  vegetable matter formed at least a part of the 
food brought to the young birds. A week after my first visit i o  the nest, I 
discovered the old bird with a grasshopper in her beak, and this she fcd to 
her youngsters. Soon she left off her visits to the apple trees. She wns find- 
ing plenty of animal food for the bill of fare for her carnivorous youngsters. 

Size considered, the Log-gerhead Shrike is doubtless the most couragcuus of 
birds. His niehame, "Butcher-bird," is accurately descriptive of his rapacious 
disposition. Yet, I hasien to defend him. The only possible serious charge 
to he brought against him is that he does rarely kill a defenselesa small bird. 
This infraction is far outwei hed by the good done by the Loggerhead. R. J. 
Longstmet, a recognized augority, in Florida Birds, says, "Except for  this 
single lapse-the occasional killing of a small bird-he is it very useful citizen, 
for he preys upon some of man's worst enemies. En winter his food is largely 
mice and shrews. In summer he destroys great numbers of harmful beetles, 
grasshoppers, crickets, some cankerworms, and other large insects. Some of 
the enriosities of his menu are an occasiona1 Iizard o r  small snake, and one 

. was once known to attack and kill a bat. On the whole, scientists do not hesi- 
tate ta pronounce the bird as being decidedly beneficial." 

Of all the misnomers in the category of birds this name, "loggerhead" must 
be awarded the badge o f  demerit for stupidity. The word means: n, dunce, a 
siUy fellow, a blockhead, a numskull. Yet this same shrike displays a rare 
degree of intelligence. Reed describes him as being a bird with passerine feet. 
He belongs t o  the order of Passeriformes, or  *called perching birds. Pas- 
sere8 is the plural of passer, the Latin word which means sparrow; the point 
being that all members of the order a r e  similar to the sparrow. One negative 
characteristic is that they do not have feet equipped for grasping, clutching, 
and holding securely their prey. Hence, when Reed says that  the Shrike has 
passerine feet Re is simply pointing out that  he cannot hold his victims in his 
feet. The Loggerhead, doubtless an eon more or less ago, was forced ia find 
a substitute for his poor weak claws and toes. He had tasted blood and he 
wanted more of it, but being ill-equipped to play the role of raptore necessity 
became the mother of invention. He hit upon the happy and ingenious idea of 
carrying his prey in his heavy, hooked bill, to thorns and other sharp-pointed 
objects upon which he could impale it until he was ready to dine. Certaidy a 
highly intelligent solution of the difficulty which confronted the Shrike. The 
fact that there are sometimes several of his victims found impaled about his 
hunting grounds, leads to  the belief that they kill in advance of their needs 
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and wait for the flesh to reach the tainted stage at which time it bewmes more 
tender. Getting back to the name, however, it is probable that it came orig- 
inall from a more or less fancied resemblance of the bird's head to that of 
the Lggerhead snapping turtle. 

The Shrike is as strong as he is clever. Recently I saw the bird carrying a 
field rat-apparent1 about three times the size of an ordinary mouse-firmly 
held in his beak. I& flew slowly, laboriously just above the ground for a d i e  
tance of some two hundred yards. I thought surely he would be forced to 
drop his prey, but he did not. His every motion was identical with the book 
description of him under such conditions. Even the thicket of locust bushes 
was included in the picture-for that was the goal toward which the shrike 
was headed, and the goal he finally reached. The rat it seemed ta me must 
have weighed as much as the Loggerhcd Skill and cunning, then, coupled 
with a gtrong muscular physique, enable the bird tu overcome a11 that he lacks 
in size, and his ingenuity more than makes up for the passerine feet that na- 
ture has given him. 

CORINTH, MISS. - 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CENSUS 

BY OUR MEMBERS 
For the flfth year wc are reproducing the results of our annual mid- 

winter list for various points in Tennessee. These lists form an excellent 
index to the bird population of the State at a time when inclement weather 
is at  it^ peak. The total recorded, for d l  listings, i s  88 species and this 
may be compared with the three preceding y w s  when 90, 80, and '77 were 
listed respectively. Greater numbers in recent years is probably due to the 
fact that we are learning to find rare sorts that were not on o m  earlier lists. 

6 d d 

- G E, 
- d C l d i  

Number or sseclos ----------- 
Number of indlvlduals -------- 
Numbur o t  ohervem -------I- 
Comn~on I.oon --------------.. 
Pied-billed Grebe -----I------ 
Double-creutd Cormomnt ---- 
Great Blue Heron ------------- 
Common Mallard ------------ 
Black Duck ----------------- 
Gadwall 
Wood Duck -------I---------- 
Ring-necked Duck 
Canvas-back ----------------I 
Lesuer Scaup 
Amer. Goldenoyc ----I------- 
aufflehesd ------------------- 
Ruddy Duck ------------- +-- 

Hooded Merganser --------I 

Black Vulture --------+------ 

Turkey Vulture -------------- 
Sharp-s11lnned Hawk --------- 
Cooper's Hawk -----------I- 
Red-tailed 1Iawk ------------ 
Red-shoulder Hawk --------- 
Am. Rough-leg Hawk* ------ 
Yarah Hawk ------------- --- 
Sparrow Hawk --------------- 
Oawk-uniaentlflea ----------- 
Bob-white --------- -------- 
coot -----------."I------ ---- 
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BIRD BANDING BREVITIES 
BY MRS. F. C. LASKY 

field Sparrows have been scarce at Blossomdell this past season. 
Only a few banded individuals have wintered here and juat 3 have been banded 
in January and February, 1935, a remarkably amall number compared with 
41 during the same period of 1934, and 73 in 1933. The first spring migrants of 
this species were banded March 8th, a flock arriving in the afternoon of March 
7th. A Brown Thrasher appeared at the station February 27th, was banded 
and remained 3 days. By means of distinctive colored bands, two very in- 
teresting records of faithfulness between mates have been established. A pair 
of resident Cardinah, the male banded in February, 1932, the female Febru- 
ary, 1933, are mated for their third season. A pair of resident Mockingbirds 
also are mated for their third season. This male was banded August, 1931, 
his mate April, 1933. The Cardinal mates associate with each other during 
winter, but the pair of Mockingbirds assume an attitude of aloofness toward 
one another and wcupy =parate territories between mating seasons. Two 
unma@d male Mockingbirds are wcupying territories in the neighborhood 
of the banding station for the second year, but their former mates have not 
been seen since migrating last fall.-Dehils of a very valuable recovery have 
juat been received which were sent by Mr. Benjamin R. Warriner of Corinth, 
Miss. He mya; "On May 22, 1933, 1 captured a Mockingbird a mile muth of 
Corinth, which was banded with band No. A297380 and released it on the spot. 
The U. S. Biological Survey has advised that this band was placed on June 6, 
1932 by Mrs. Arch Cochran a t  Nashville, Tenn. According t o  Mra. Cochran 
this was one of four young, banded just before it left the nest. Corinth is 
125 miles S.-W. of Nashville." This is probably the only recapture record 
of a bird banded from the nest in Tennessee. Perhaps in time enough records 
may be obtained to solve the riddle of the dispersal of the young, as banding 
here and elsewhere has already shown they do not remain in the vicinity of 
their natal place after they are full grown except in very rare instances.-A 
Starling was 8hot January 32, 1936, in West  Nashville which had been banded 
by Dr. L. E. Hicks, Columbus, Ohio, on March 26, 1934. Two other Starlings 
wearing his bands had been recovered previously; one banded March 3, 1933, 
was recovered (dead) December 25, 1933 near Gallatin; the other was banded 
on March 3, 1933 and found dead at Mt. Olivet cemetery, Nashville by Miaa 
Georgia Reed on March 9, 1934. A Bronzed Grackle banded July 3, 1933 at 
Owasso, Mich., by A. S. Montgomery was recovered at Nashville in March, 
1934, by C. C. Gulp.-It will be noted that except for the Mockingbird cap- 
tured by Mr. Warriner, the recovery record# published thus far in " B i d  Band- 
ing Brevities," have included only dead birds. How much more valuable to 
those interested would be records of living birds recaptured away fmm Ule 
place of banding and released with Ule possibility of other recaptures of the 
same individual later. Not one o f  the 4,700 birds wearing my bands hm 
been captured alive except in the vicinity of the stations and this is partly 
attributable to the scarcity of banders in the South. According to the report 
of the Biological Survey, along the  Atlantic coast from Massachusetts to 
Washington, D. C., there are 84 stations that banded at least 100 birds apiece 
in the lest fiscal year; west of the Mississippi River and north of the Ohio, 
there are 101 more, bringing the total to 185. In the larger area south of 
the Ohio, between the Mimissippi and the eastern seaboard only 13 stationa 
are listed as banding 100 birds or  more. It is very obvious why our birds 
are not retaken at other stations as they are in the north. 

There are doubtless many who have been attracting birds to their homes 
who could easily become very successful bird banders. Wouldn't it be great 
to know: Whether the same birds come t o  your feeding shelves each year? 
If the m e  birds nest in your garden year after year? If the same birds 
remate? If the young come back or where they go? Wow long birds 
live? How fast and haw far they travel? Banding your birds is the  only 
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pmsible way to find out. I f  Mr. Ganier had not banded a certain Cardinal 
in 1924, it would not have been learned that the same beautiful bird is stiIl 
coming ta his feeding shelf and that last year he and his mate reared three 
broods of young about his premises, though this Cardinal i s  now at  least 
11% year old. 

NASHVILLE, TENN., March, 1936. 

w 
REVIEWS. "How to Know Our E a ~ t  Tennessee Birh,'' is the title of 

a 24-page, pocket-size booklet, written by John Barnberg and ilIustrated by 
H. P. Xjams, two of our well known KnoxvilIe members. This well prepared 
little brochure is addressed to beginners in bird study including girl and bog 
scouts a d  guides the reader by easy stages through the fundamentals of 
bird study. Them is included a list of the 76 best known summer birds, with 
pointers on the identification of each. Copies may be secured by addressing 
the J. F. G. Coffee Co., Knoxville, and enclosing 6 cents in stamps.-A. F. G. 

w 
BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR 1934: Papers and notes on Tennessee birds, which 

have appeared in other journals during the past year, are briefly cited below. 
We expect to make thia record an annual feature. 

In The Auk for April, 1934 (V. 51, p. 2461, Mrs. A. R. Laskey ha+ a note 
on "GambeYs and Harris's Sparrows in Tenn.," recording 2 of the former and 
one of the latter, trapped near Nashville (see also Migrant, 1934, p. 16). In 
the July number (V. 61, p. 371), A. F. Ganier has "The Status of the Duck 
Hawk in the Southeast and gives locations of 10 pair known to be nesting 
in Tennessee. In this same number, page 384, Compton Crook has ''Cowbild 
Notes From Tenn.," recording an egg of this ~pecies in a nest of tIke Caro- 
lina wren. 

In The Wilson Bulletin for Dec. (V. 46,. p. 236-237), A. F. Ganier has 
"Further Notes on a very old Cardinal," givlng notes on the home life of a 
male, banded Feb., 1924, and which is now {March, 1935) about 12 years 
old, or more. 

In Bird-banding for July (V. 5, pp. 132-135), Mrs Laskey has three notes 
as follows: "Two pairs of Mockingbirds re-mate for the second year," "Brown 
Thrasher banding records from Nashville," and "White-crowned and GamM's 
Sparrow Returns"; each note giving interesting data on the species in ques- 
tion. In the October number (pp. 172-1161, she has an article, "Eastern Field 
Sparrow Migration at Nashville," which gives data and tentative condusions, 
on the resulta of 1116; of these birds banded between October. 1931, and June, 
1934. 

In The Journal of The Tennesm Academy of Science for April (Vol. 9, 
pp.111-119), Mrs. Laxkey has an article on "Bird Banding  experience^," in 
which she gives many details o f  methods and of the results obtained at her 
atation at NashviIle. In the October issue {pp. 27&287), J. M. Shaver and 
Compton Crook present the first instaliment of "Birds of the Campus of 
George Peabody College at Nadville." This covers seasonal distribution of 
the fifteen species classified as permanent residents. 

Sixty-six papers and short notes which appeaed in The Migrant during 
1934, will be found listed on the la& page of the December issue.".  F. G. 

WANTED:--Copies of The Migrant, Volume 2. In return for each four 
numbem sent to the editor, we will send this magazine for 1935 to one of 
your friends. Our supply of these numbers is getting low. Those who would 
complete their files should order their missing numbers now. 
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I 

THE ROUND TABLE 
THE SEASON AT MEMPHIS: Very few field trips have been made in 

the last three months and they were uneventful despite the fact that Mud 
Lake has amin become a lake. The "bar-pit" south of  the levee there, which 
last year was frequented by Shovelers, Lesser Scaup, Blue-winged Teals and 
number of Coots, has been devoid of waterfowl. A Coot W ~ E  seen on ene 
trip and a Scaup on another. On Mud Lake, on Jan. 1, we saw about 600 
Mallards, 20 Black Ducks, 10-12 Pintails, 150 Ring-necked Ducks and a few 
Lesser Scaups; on Horn Lake there were 4 Ruddy Ducks. Fox, Song, and 
White-throated Sparrows were common in the weeds along the levee. On 
Feb. 17, 120 Pintails, 68 Mallards, 75 Ring-necked Ducks, and 60 Leaser 
Saups were noted, also an adult Bald Eagle, On March 2 very few ducks 
were noted, however 90 Pintails graced the "bar-pit" just south of Lakeview, 
Miss., while auto after auto sped by on the main concrete highway which 
borders it on one side. Thia is the small body of water dhich has yielded 
several unusual waterbird records and on which the Pied-billed Grebes nested 
i n  1982 and 1933. Indications are that there will be plenty of water for the 
Grebes this season. 

A moderate number of Scaup and Ring-necked Ducks were seen at Mud 
Lake on the 10th of March. During a short visit on March 16 I failed to 
find any early migrants but the next day a party headed by Mrs. Coffey, 
McCmey, and Carney, found these early arrivals: 4 Greet Yellowle 7 
Rough-winged Swallows, 1 Sora, and 10 Pectoral Sandpipers. On Mud e k e  
were noted 36 Mrillarda, 1 Black Duck, 12 Blue-winged Teal, 100 Ring-necked 
ducks, 10 Lesser Scaups, 115 Pintaile, and 7 Coots. The first migrant r+ 
ported for the season was the Purple Martin, on March 14 at a martin houge 
at Miss Hutchinson'a School.--BEN B. C O F ~ ,  Memphis. 

A STILT SANDPIPER IMicmpdama hi?wntopua) NEAR MEMPHIS: 
On Sept. 9, 1934, at North Lake, Tenn., 7 miles south-west of Memphis, I 
saw a bird which I believe t~ be of this species, in company with about 40 
other &orebirds. Fred Carney and I managed to approach to within 20 f e t  
of the bird, which was feeding with two Lesser Yellowlogs, the species which 
this sandpiper most closely resembles, and set do- the following description 
in my notebook. "The body was shorter than that of the Yellowlegs but 
the long legs made it appear as tall; the bird however was distinctly ditfer- 
ent. The markings on the back and wingsl were of the "fish-scalew type 
whereas those of the Yellowlegs appeared as spots, The legs of the sand- 
piper were greenish while those of the Yellowlegs were yellow, There was 
a dark spot back of the eye and a white line through the we;  tail and 
rump were white; upper part of back dark grayish (a continuation of the 
neck color) and the underparts were faintIy streaked. It fed with bill con- 
tinually immersed in the water, swingtng it from side to side, It was ub- 
served in sunlight." By comparing our notea and recollectiom on our return 
home with various color plates and descriptions, Z hardly see how the bird 
could have been other than the Stilt Sandpiper and I therefore submit it 
as a sight record of  this species.-FRANKLIN MCCAMEY, Memphis. 

[There is a previous record from the Memphis area, three miles south of 
the Tennessee line, Mr. Coffee having reported fiw near Lakeview, Miss., on 
May 14, 1933, in our June issue of that year. This bird is to be expected as 
a rare transient in West Tennessee.-Ed.] 

Two BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERONS were brought to me in 1934 
to be mountd One was taken near Franklin early in September and the 
other was shot near here last spxing. Both were adult and -were doubtless 
h e i e n t  birds. A Barn Ow1 was sent to me during the summer along 
with numerous hawb.-W, H. S ~ B ~ Y ,  Thompson Station, 



sembIes the Red-tail, was a bit larger than that specie 
and more supple flight. It disappeared over the fields 
on a return trip a week later.-A. F. G ~ I E R ,  Nashvil 

WINTER NOTES, 1934-35: Starlings, which we 
winter, were not much in evidence during the winter 
the heavy snow of Jan. 20 did they become oornmon. 
considerable numbers a few days before Christmas and 
through Jan. and Feb. than for several years.-Bronzed 

Mayfield and the writer on March 3 at the spring-marsh near DoneIsan 

eb. 10, 1924-15 in a valley on 
Radnor Lake; May 9, 1926-25 

hese records have been furnished me by 
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A TENNESSEE WARBLER WINTERS IN NASHVILLE: Although 
this bird on its migrations through Tennessee sometimes remain8 into early 
November, the following instance of an individual which' appeared in my 
yard from time to time during the past winter is of interest. M y  attention 
wits first attracted to the bird by his characteristic d'ehipy' and his staying 
d o m  among the weeds near my home. I first observed it on November 17, 
then on December 8 and again on December 19. The bud remained until 
the second day of January and was not seen again after that time. It did 
not appear to be injured nor did it appear to be weakened from scarcity of 
food. Whether he decided to go southward and join others of his Mbe or 
whether he perished during one of the cold day8 in January, no one will ever 
know.-G. R. MAYFIELD, Nashville. 

RADNOR LAKE NOTES: The waterfowl on Radnor Lake for the winter 
of 1934-35 have been slightly different from those of the previous winter. 
The number of Coots has fallen off considerable this winter, however, the 
Mack Ducks have increased greatly. Ring-necked and Lesser Scaup stiH 
constitute the bulk o f  the duck population. The Golden-eye and Bufflehead 
have remained all winter on the lake. The Loon appeared December 13th 
and remained at least to March 24th. Horned and Pied-billed Grebes have 
appeared intermittently throughout Jan., Feb., and March, Six male Shovelera 
were recorded March 24th, which constitutes the only record on the Lake 
for  two years. The American Merganser has been another unusual duck 
for this area; a single bird remained throughout the winter rnonths.-G~Olw~ 
B. WOODRING, NashvilIe. 

A BARN OWL CASUALTY: During the severe ice storm of March 
18-19, 1934, a large old oak tree, which stood upon the campus of the Ten- 
nessee College at Murfreesbom, fell from the weight of the ice on its branches 
and was split open. In the hollow trunk, a Barn Owl was found, it having 
hen killed in the crash. No one had suspected that  there was a "Monkey- 
faced" owl living on the campua but, according to the books, these quiet and 
harmless owls are often present in a community without giving a clue t o  
their presence. Prof. George Davia, of this city, telb me that he knows of 
at least three of these owls having been brought in by people from the country 
during the last four years.-H. 0. TODD, Murfreesboro. 

NOVEMBER WOODCOCKS: On November 19, 1934, a boy brought me 
a woodcock, having shot it north of Knoxville in Union County. This bird 
I have mounted. Another woodcock was brought to me on November 28, 
1933, it having aIso come from Union County. I t  was found dead and ap- 
parently had been dead several days.-S. A. OGDEN, Knoxville. 

A LONG EARED OWL AT KNOXVILLE: On December 22 last, an owl 
of this species was taken about five miles south of Knoxville, Tenn. It was 
turned over to Mr. S. A. Ogden who has mounted the apecimen. We regard 
this as a very rare bird here.--H. P. IJAMS, Knoxville. 

AN ADDITION TO THE LIST OF WINTER BIRDS OF NORTH-EAST 
Tl3NN.: To our list, published in the September, 1933, MIGRANT, and supple- 
mented in the issue of March last, the following may be added. Red-headed 
Woodpecker ( M e l a n e ~ p e s  erythmcepktsl14s). May now be listed as a very 
rare winter resident. During the winter just past, one of these birds re- 
mained continuously in a small grove of heavy timber near Johnson City. 
It was observed on seven different dates during Dec., 1934, md Jan and Feb., 
1936,B~ucE P. TYLER AND ROBERT B. LYLE, Johnaon City. 

Make it a rule to add something each year to your equipment for bird 
study. Field glasses, a camera and accessories, bird houses for your grounds, 
books for reference and study, etc., etc. Procure these items from our ad- 
vertisers for  by patronizing us as they do, they help to make this magazine 
a possibility. 



LIFE LISTS: The 1936 migration season is at hand and with it comes 
the possibility of that thrill that cornea from adding a new bird t o  ones "Life 
List." The season also suggests that it is time to take inventory and bring 
your list up to date. The following form is suggated as a foundation t o  
build upon. List the names of the birds you have dready idenmed and those 
you hope to add, on the left side of your sheet and leave room for  four 
columns t o  the right. In these may be checked the follaw4ng: 

1-Birdn observed in your own immediate local area. Tbia sort of  liat 
will be valuable in developing the study of Tennessee birds and we owe that 
much ta the T. 0. S. 

!Z-Bi& observed in your division of the State (West, Middle or East 
Tenn.). This is advisable because of the diverse geography of Tennessee and 
because of the concentration of your study. 

3-Birds observed in all portions of Tennessee. 
4-A composite list of the birds you have certainly identified throughout 

the entire United States (or the world, if you have had opportunities abroad). 
This list will'need to  carry the place and date of observation. 

Another list of value would be one of birds whose nests you had found, 
giving notations as t o  date, place and eggs or young in each. 

The preparation of such an inventory might do much to systematize and 
stimulate your bird study. If you do not already have a written "Life List," 
start building one from Mr. Ganier'~ A Distributional List of Tennessee Birds 
in which you will find those which are to be expected in the State. If you 
have traveled beyond the State, refer to Chapman's Handbook or to the A.O.U. 
Check List to  recail observations. When your list is complete, compare with 
that of other members; i t  will either give you a feeling of satisfaction or 
spur you on to better field s t u d y . 4 0 ~ ~  BAYBERG, Knoxville. 

MEETINGS: The Nashville division of the T. 0. S. has the following 
Monday meeting dates on its program, together with a tentative list of 
speakers. March 4 Vernon Sharp, Jr., "Old time bird books"; March 18, 
J. M. Shaver, "Ferns of Middle Tern."; April 1, Mrs. F. C. Laskey, on some 
results from bird-banding; April 15, Round Table notes by members; April 
29, Warren F. Eaton (N. Y.) on Hawks and Owls; May 12 (Sunday), Annual 
Spring Field Day; May 20, general round table discussion on nesting; June 3, 
summary of the year's work and plans for  summer activities. 

The Knoxville division (E. T. 0. S.) has scheduled Wednesday meetings 
and week end field trips for the following dates: March 17, Field trip.--John 
Sevier territory, Louia Hofferkrt in charge; April 3 evening program, H. P. 
Ijams in charge; April 21, Field trip,-Elrado and Gades Cove, Bob Burch 
in charge; May 1, evening program-Brockway Crouch in charge; May 5, 
Annual Spring Field Day and census; May 19, Field trip-Big Ridge Park, 
John Barnberg in charge; June 3, Field tr ipl 'Thc Jump Off" in Great Smokies 
Nat. Park, Brockwny Crouch; June 5, evening program, Dr. E. B. I'owers; 
June 16, Field tripGreenbrier Cove, Dr. E. B. Powers in charge. 

The Memphi~l division announces Monday meetings for the evenings of 
March 18, April 1, 15, 29, May 6, 20, June 3 and 17. Their annual Spring 
Field Day will take place May 6 at a place to be chosen later. 

We urge all our members who can, to  attend these local meetings. A 
list of lmd officers was printed in our last issue. 

OUR NEW COVER i s  the work of Regional Editor and Past-president, 
Hamy P. Ijarns of KnoxvilIe. Although our trusty owl was none the m r m  
for wear after five years service, we felt that a more inclusive design, m d  
one which would better hint at the contents within, would be in order. Mr.  
Ijams has nicely caught the idea and his fine technique has enabled him h 
portray it. Many thanks, B. P. 
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THE MIGRANT 
A quarterly journal, devoted to the study of Tenne~aee birda. 
Published at Nashville, Tenn., by The Tennessee Ornithological Smiety. 
Editor-Treasurer, Albert F. Ganier, 2607 Ashwbwl Ave., Nashville. 
Regional Editors: Ben B. Coffey, Memphis; George R. Mayfsdd, Nashville; 
Harry P. Ijams, Knoxville; and Bruce P. Tyler, Johnson City. 
Business Manager, Vernon Sharp, Jr., 220 Capitol Blvd., Nashville. 
A complete list of officers ia published annually in the June isaue. 
Subscription price, sixty cents per year, free to members. 
Dues for Active and Corresponding Members, $1 per year; f o r  Juniors, 60c. 
Items for publication and remittances should be sent to the Editor-Treasul-er. 

" T b  simple truth about birds i s  interestixg enough, 
it. ia not ~ c e f f s a r y  to go b e g o d  it" 

EDITORIALS 
The President of the Tennessee Ornithological Society regrets t o  announce 

the resignation of Mr. George B. Woodring as Editor-Treasurer of the State 
organization. He has held this office since the founding of this journal and 
has devoted a great deal of time t o  the work. The Society is much indebted 
to him and wishes him success in his new undertakings. From a mimeo- 
graphed publication of six pages, our official organ has grown to a sixteen- 
page printed journal and is now recognized as one of the best publications 
of its kind in the field, 

The executive committee decided to ask Mr. Albert F. Ganier to take over 
the editorship for  the present and he has agreed Mr. Ganier has been acting 
as Associate Editor during these years and is fully acquainted with thia 
journal as well as with the other ornithological magazines. By reason of 
his long experience as well as his wide acquaintance with bird students through- 
out the State he is eminently qualified to assume the task. He has re-ap- 
pointed the present staff of associates to  help in getting out the 1936 volume. 
May I Bespeak for him the active co-operation of all readers of this maga- 
zine,-(=. R. MAYFIEW. - 

With this issue The Migrant ertters its sixth year and ie thus able to look 
back upon its first block of five volumes with considerable satisfaction. .A 
great ded of information has been presented on the birds of our Sbte and 
our members have come to know, or at least h o w  of, many others in Ten- 
nessee who are in teres t4  in the study of ornithology. No such progress 
could have been made without an adequate o%lual organ. Toward the future 
we look with confidence. Moat of our contributors are unaccustomed to 
writing for  publication but as they "get the hang1' of our style and learn 
to be on the lookout for items that will make good "copy," our contents will 
improve accordingly. The field of bird study is inexhaustible and the un- 
folding of the life histories of our binh is wer an absorbing topic. Your 
Editor wishes these pages to reflect the exhiliration and pleasure that is yours 
as you learn new b e t  and the chief mission of this journal shall be to enable 
you to share your findings with others. We need more detailed notes on the 
home life of birds, their manner of courtship, how they build their nests, 
what they eat, how they roost, etc., etc. 

These notes should come from all portions of the State and we hope to 
number fifty nlembem as contributors during 1936. Your Editor's "copy basket" 
should be kept well supplied at dl times in order that he may be abIe to pick 
seasonable and appropriate articles for each number. With the active co-op- 
eration of our members, The Migrant will come to tm more and more wel- 
come if not indispensable.-A. F. G. - 
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