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Illinois Ornithological Society 

Letter from Editor 

PloyinN .fc1 i•ori t is111 
l3irclers who know me well, also know my two favorite Illinois birds 

(if il is really possible to choose!). Here's why l'm attracted to these two 
particular species. 

The first lime I saw the Black-Throated Blue Warbler was at Ryerson 
Wood.s over ten years ago. I had been listening to bird song tapes Lhat spring. 
I was alone. The bird was alone. It sang. And it was glorious. I felt as if I had 
been transported into another dimension. There was something immensely 
satisfying i 11 having an auditory recollection emerge from my brain just before 
the most interesting pattern of black, blue, and white emerged from a shrub. 

What is it about this bird that has since captured my passion'l Perhaps it 
is the focl that we see fewer of them during migration than we see of other 
more common warblers like the Yel low-rumped , Palm, or Black-lhroalcd 
Green Warblers, or even Blackburnians and Bay-breasted.s. l' Ill sort of an 
individualist and a free-thinker in this world, and 1 look upon the Black­
throated Blue Warbler that way as well. Although I have observed the 
Black-throatccl Blue Warbler al Ryerson Woods on May I 0 every year for 
the past eight years; last year, I nearly missed seeing my favorite warbler at 
all. That same year my birding colleagues were exclaiming they were seeing 

higher than normal numbers of the black and blue beauty - which only 
proves how fickle life can be. Another life lesson learned from a bird' 

When the Black-throated Blue Warbler flies north to breed, my other 
favorite Illinois bird remains, the Yellow-headed Blackbird . My first 
encounter with this bird was at McDonald Woods in Lake County. Whal a 
souncJ that bird made' What a spectacular golden-yellow color on its head' 
Whal f 'reedom it seemed to have flying over my head ancl back into the 
wetlands' What really solidified this species as a favorite was when I was 

doing the breeding bird atlas years ago and learned the call of the young 
from their nest. The same season I luckily confirmed them breeding in two 
differe11t places in my atlas block in Lake County. 

The sorrows and joys of' life b<ilance each other. One of the Yellow­
headed Blackbird nesting sites was al a gun club. The next year, the club 
decided to expand its shooting range to include the welland where the birds 
bred. I never could find them after that. Another breedi ng spot /'or these 
birds was at a marsh at the encl o/' a subdivision. The residents built- a duck 
blind, allowed pu rple looscslrifc lo t�1ke over, and, well, you know the rest 
or the s tory. 

l3rcedi11g bird habitat is ten uous, ancl so i.-, life. Thal'.s why bolh are 
so precious. 

To lc�1rn the favorite birds o/' other lllinoisa11s, see the article beginning 
011 page 24. 



President's Message 

It's difficult Lo th in k nesti n g  season when 
"we northern folks" are still waiting for the mi­
gra n ts that we saw in  southern I l l i nois during our 
an n u al meet ing lo make their way nort h .  By al l  
accoun ts t he meeti ng, held the last weekend in  
April, was a g reat success; more than 200 I l l i nois  
A u du b o n  S o ci e ty (IA S )  and IOS members 
allencled. The weather was great and the field trips 
were superb. We enjoyed many m i g ratory b i rds 
and w ild flowers as wel l  as excel lent  presenta­
tions.  A successful meeti n g  does not  happen al l  
by i tself and req u i res lots  o f  hard work b y  a 
group of people and t hose individuals need to be 
recognized. O rganiz ing this join t  meet ing was 
Joe Suchecki for !OS and M ar i ly n  Campbel l  of 
IAS .  M ari l y n  and her office staff did a super job 
of h andlin g  registration , and Keith McMu l len 
and his commi ttee did an equa l ly superb job 
organizi n g  the field t r i ps .  The fac i l i t i es al th e 
Rend Lake Resort were great and the staff and 
caterers were most helpfu l .  

Man y  o thers con tributed t o  t h e  success of 
the meeting that need to be recognized. Thanks to 
all of you who helped. A complete report on the 
meet i ng may be fou nd i n the newsletter .  

I f  y ou haven't v i s i ted o n e  o f  o u r  fine state 
park lodges and resorts, you s hou ld  p lan  lo do 
so soon . A 1 so mark your calendars f'or our Year 
2000 Ann ual Meeti ng the th i rd weeked in May at 
I l l i n i os Beach S tale Park, w here we n orlhcrncrs 
are plann i ng to show the sou therners a greal 
lime ancl some special ty hi rds of our own .  In the 
mcanL imc, don ' t  rorgel to b ird during breedi ng 
season.  You'll f ind as many surprises dur i n g  .l une, 
July and Aug usL , as you do during migraLion 
periods : i t  just requires more efforl. 

Until  next t i me·- good bi rd i n g .  

Visit Our Website at: l l t tp ://ww w.chias .org/ios 

Copy1·igh1(;. hy the lllinui.s 0111iLl10logical Society No pal't ufthi.' 
juu111al may he 1'cp1rnl11ccd 11·i1lio11L Ll1c \l'ri11e11pc1111is.sio11,,1·1os 
and llic chief' cdi1rn�. C\c�pl h1 icf" p<IS'.'iagcs ol a pa1·agraph 01· lcs"> in 
11 hid1 aL1nb111io11 is made Lo Ll1c journal a11cl a11Lhor. 
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The Status of the 
Monk Parakeet in Illinois: 

zDith conznzents on its native habitat and habits 

Upon arriving al the Uni­

versity of-Chicago in autumn 1 9%, 

I was greatly surprised by repeal 

sighting.'> of Ovenbirds a n d  

Yellow-Bellied Sapsuckers on the 

quaclrnngles. However, little could 

prepare me ror the green and blue 

explosion I witnessed one fall day. 

Bright, startling color had emerged 

l'rom a tree ripe with red crabapples. 

only to quickly disappear amid the 

dark branches. Later I learned I 

had seen the gregarious Mon k 

Parakeet (Mrio11sittu mmwclws), 
after a taxi driver alerted me to the 

huge twig constructions dripping 

from a green ash tree al  53rd Street 

and Lake Shore Drive. An oppor­

tunity now presented itselr lo em­

ploy the vast knowledge of the 

science I ibraries. 

What I found, unl'orlunalely, 

is Iha! the ecology or the Monk 

Parakeet. also called Quaker Para­

keet by the pel iracle, is poorly 

understood i11 the Unilecl Stales. In 

the early 1970s, inleresl in this 

species peaked clue lo its reputa­

tion as a pesl species in South 

America and its recent appearance 

in several urban areas. Jn 1 967. 

free-l'lying Monk Parakeets had 

been 1-eporlccl in the New York 

City area, and three years lalerncsts 

were already present. Over the 

llCX t ri Ve years the.'iC parakeets ap­

peared in the wild in over a d01:en 

stales, including ihe l'irsl sighting in 

Chicagolamlin 1 973. Perhap.'ilhese 

now l"cral parrots shouldn't h;1 ve 

Monk Pcrmkats lol'e crnhu11plcs, which ore 

/i/cntifirl in Hrde Pork os thcr ripen in lute 

summer. The /illl'ukel'ls 111c111i1){(/utcfiwd und 

nesting nwteriul 1vith their chn1'.1· und heok. 

Photos 1ukc11 in !he Su111111er 1f 1998 in 1-/rde 
Purk hy Jason S11111h. 

by Jason South 

been a surprise: rrom 1 968 lo 1970 

over 30,000 Monk Para keels were 

imported into the United States 

from the southern portions of South 

America (Neider111yer & Hickey, 

I 977). 

Mosl or these small groups of 

parakeets throughout the United 

Stales disappeared as quickly as 

they had come, presumably J'rnm 

natural causes. In the spring of 

1973 several slates including New 

York a n d  Calirornia ini tiated 

eradication campaigns. ShooLing 

was the preferred retrieval method. 

Two separate coun ls es ti mated that 

44',( of lhc U. S. Monk Parakeet 

popul�1tio11 was destroyed. Monk 

Parakeets have persisted in the 

Northeast unlil Loclay, whereas the 

State of California completely 

eli m i n ated Monk Parakeets 

through vigorous eradication 

policies. Birds arc often destroyed 

al lhe stale border, and when smal I 

colonies appea1·, they are quic kly 

eliminated. Seventeen stales be­

sides California restrict Monk 

Parakeet ownership in some way, 

but Illinois is not one of them. 

After 1 973, interest in Monk 

Parakeets in the scienti ric COllllllU­

nity dwindled. One should find 

lhis lack or inlcrcsl surprising. as 

the I ittle data collected suggest the 

Monk Parnkeel populaLion in the 

United States has increased dra­

matically since thrn. One study 

analyzed Chris1111as Bird Count 

(CBC) records in which observer� 

Meadowlark 



reported I ,  186 b i rds l'rnm 76 l oca l i ­
t i es i n  1 5  .slates i n  1994-95, w h i l e  

l hcy had reported a mere :n bi 1·ds i n  

1975-76. M ost o r the Monk Pa rakeet 
( I ,463 or 80.6'/i.') s igh l i 1 1gs in l LJ94-95 

callle from lwo slates, Florida and 

Texas .  These dala l' i l t he .standard 

cq u<t l ion o f' exponen t i a l growth ( Van 

l3ael  & Prnelt-Jones 19%). 

Chicago population 

The w i nter or I 998, I cou nted 48 

nest.c; in the Hyde Park 11e igh borhood 

of Ch icago, and lhe Sll ll l lller or  1998. 

I not iced many new nesls as w e l l  as 

p re v ious ly  exi s t i ng  nesls that h ad 

gro w n .  There were 83 act i ve  cham­

bers i n  t hese nests, but the n u mber is 

certa i n ly larger now.  S ince Monk  

Para keets are monogamous and roost 
i n  t h e i r  s t i c k  n es t s  yea r - ro u n d  

(Forshaw 1989), a rai r est i m ale of lhe  

Hyde Park popu la t ion  the w i n ter or  

1998 would be 170 M onk Parakeets 

(a l  t hough  one or  l wo young 0Jk11 .s lay 

i n  lhe cham ber w i lh the pare11l.s u n l i l  

t he  nexl spri ng ) .  H owever. severa l  

1 arge nests were removed from u l  i I i  ty 

poles in ]ale October and early No­

velllbe1·. One of these nesls  conta i ned 

a l  l east 20 nesting chambers and r i ­

va led a l arge app l i ance in  s ize.  These 

nes ls  cou ld  h av e  harbored l'rn1n 60-90 

mon.: i ml i v i dua ls .  br i ng i ng lhe lotal 

popu la l io 11 o l. Monk Parakeets in Hyde 

P<ir k  c lm;er lo 240. 

W hi le Mrn1 k  Parakeets have bred 

con t i n uously in Hyde Park for al mosl 

20 years. they have a lso appeared i n  

several olh er Ch icago land l ocat ions .  

Nest i ng has been con fi rmccl i n  1998 

i n  Carol Stream ( a l though nests have 

repeatedly been removed by lhe elec­

tric company), Bensenville, Berwyn ,  

Nor th  R i vers ide,  Cal u met Park, and  

B u rn ham.  Mos l nes l i 11 g  co lon ies ou t ­

s ide of  Hyde Park con  la i n on ly  one or  

1 wo nests.  b u l  i n  B u rn  ham there are al 
lcasl  sevc 11 ( un p u b. dala, pers. col l lm. 

rrom C h icago- area b i rders ) .  l t  i s  not 

known whether lhe parakeets in Hyde 

Park are a source popu l a t i on  ror t hese 

other s i tes. 

1 su spect that t h ere has bee 11 

more t han one escape or release, as 

one s tudy in Arge n t i na documented a 

median d i spersal l'ro1n nata l  1 1csl  lo 

rirst breed i ng l oca l io 11 as only 1,230 

mclc rs ( Marl i n  & B ucher 1993) A t  

l east lwo l ocal i o11 s arc obv ious  po i n ls 

01· i ntroducti on : O'Hare A i rport  and 

Hyde Parl e .  Add i t i ona l ly Monk Para­

keets have been observed in rree- Cl i g h l  

i n  Add i so n ,  a t  Ferm i  Labora tory 

( D uPage Cou n ly ) .  i n  Z ion  ( Lake 

County) whe re l hey nes lecl , i n  B l ue  

Is land,  and i n  downtown Grant Parl < .  

C learly lhe Monk Parakeet has 

estab l i s hed i tself in Chicago. Only a 

v igorous ,  s u sta i ned effort cou l d  d i s­

lodge lh is .-;pee i es: that is, i 1·you cou I d  

win the sym pa th ies o f  t h e  general 

pub l i c  that adores i ls parakeets. When 

lhe LJ. S.  Depart ment of' Agri c u l t u re 

annou nced p l a n s  to era d i cate l hc  

_/ 

Mo11k Fomkect.1· mos1i11g i11" Ire,· in Hyde Pork 011 011 cxtrcmd1· cold uficmoon. F'holo 1ukc11 /1y .!u.1·011 Soulh 011 9 !vfurch 
/lN8 11·/i,·11!he1c·1111)('ui/111·e 1vr1.1 17 degrees F. 



Hyde Park bi rds i n  the late 1980s, a 

cil i1.cn gro u p  cal l i n g  themsel ves the 

Harold Was h i nglon Memori al Para­

keet Defen se Fund, thwarted the ef'­

l'orL wi th  threats u r a  l aw suit (Ch icago 

Tribune 1988). Thc lalc Mayor Wash­

i nglo11 was very fon d  of the 

birds lhal nested outs ide h i s  

apart m e n t, a n d  compared 

the i r  experie11ce lo the p l i ght  

o f  Afri can-Americans i n  lhis 

c i ty .  Un i vers i ty o r  Ch icago 

studenls have also o rWn SCCll 

the parakeets as represenla­

t i ve o r· their slal u s  i n  Hyde 

Park, somet imes suggest i n g  

l h al t h e  M o n k P a ra ke e t  

should  become t h e  sch ool 

m ascol. 

residents .  These nesls have been re­

moved lhrcc li mes n ow, but Lhe b irds 

con t inue  to rebui ld. The e lectrical 

equ ipment  h as bce11 updated to elim i ­

nate 111an y  of t h e  l atti ces t h a l  oiler 

such great su pporl ror the h uge s tick 

ized. The nest offers she! lcr dur i n g  

lhe win ter, b u l  lhe  parakeels may sur­

v i ve the coldest months  solely on b i rd 

seed pro v ided by man (Hy man & 
Pruclt-Joncs 1995). Tn that case they 

w o u l d  not s ur v i ve in l arge n urn bc1·s i n  

primari l y  rural agr i cul tural 

areas aml wou I d  not seem lo 

pose a s ig11 il' ica11l dan ger. 

Lately lhe Mrn1k Para­

keet h a s  gcn cralcd m ore 

negat ive  allenl i o n ,  but not 

from any government agency. 

C o m m o n w e a l t h  Ed i s o n ,  

w h i c h  s u p p l ies  e l e c t r i c a l  

power L o  Chi cago, h a s  found  

lhc  parakeets lo  be  a major 

11L1 i sancc . Monk Parakeets 

tend Lo ncsl in Lall trees w i th  

I n  11·inter, Monk Pumkccts rc/y he111•ilr 011 /Jirdj(•cdcrsf(1r 

.111stc11u11cc. Photo token in the Wintcrof'/9<)[! in Chicugo 

The sc icnt i ri c  l i lcralu rc 

pro v i des conl'l ict i n g  v i ews 

o r  lhc threat posed by Monk 

Parakeets. One study in Bra. 

zil fmrnd that i n  a colony o r  

M o n k  P ar a keets n es l i 11 g  

c l osely l o  agricul lural f ields,  

cull i vated corn and w heal 

made up 54% an d I ()..)';;, o r  

t h e i r d i e t ,  re s p e c t i v e l y 

( Dahlem 1994). ln Florida. 

Monk Parakeets reed on ag­

r i c u l tural crops of exot i c  frui t  

that include lychee, l o ngan,  

mango. and  black sapote 

( v anDoorn pcrs . comm. ) .  

H owever, lhc actual d a111-

age lo c ro p s  i n  S outh 

America by parrot.s, espe-hy Juson South. 

few l o wer branches. or i n  Lhe 

last century, uti l i ty poles. They ravor 

Lhe inlroducccl eucalyptus  i n  South 

A meri ca and the date palm i n  Fl orida, 

both tall trees with l im i ted h i di n g  

spaces for p redators (S preyer & 
B ucher 1998). Utility poles are also 

very Lal I and have no obslrucl ions 

between lhc nest and lhe ground .  

Furthermore,  the  latt ice o f  supports, 

wires, and transformers al the top of 

u t i l i ty poles p ro v i des an i deal nes t i ng 

subslrale, and il has been s ur m i sed 

lhal the clcclrica l  power  ru n n i n g 

thro u gh lhe w i res may prov ide some 

heat. It is perhaps a leslarncnl lo the 

i ncred ible bui I d i n g  sk i l l s  or the M o n k  

P�m1kccl lhal L h c i  r n ests a1·e such great 

insu  l alors t hal lhey can cause the t ra n s­

rormcrs lo overheat. [n lhe SUllllller or 

1997 one such fire brnke out, damag­

i ng thousands of d o l l ars worth o r  

cqu i 1)ment  and cut l i 11g o ff power to 

nes l s, but lhc parakeets have a l ready 

rebu i l t  se veral of their removed nests .  

I n  the wi 11Ler o r  1998, only 15';;, 
of the 48 Hyde Park ncsls were o n  

ut il i ty poles; m osl were i n  trees i n  

local parks .  M osl res idents I have 

spoken wilh enjoy h a v i n g  the para­

keets in theirneighborhoncl. The o nly 

common compl a i n t  is the i ncessant 

noi se, which can be oppress i v e  iConc 

l i ves near a large gro u p  o r  nests . A 

l'cw resi dents also compla in  ur the 

J'al lcn .sticks they 111u .st remove and or 

lhe pilCcr ing of apples from backyard 

lrees. On one occasion I have ob­

served para keels tak i n g  b i  Les out or 

backyard tomatoes.  Such observa­

t ions rorcc us lo questi on whether the 

Monk Parakeet poses a real threat to 

Il l i no i s  agricultu re, regard l ess o f  i t s  

char111. Th i s  hardy spec ies reproduces 

qu ickl y, bul seems lo be h igh ly  local-

c i a l l y  M o n k  Parakeets, i .-; 

orten overstated. Govern­

ment ass i stance is often at slake. and 

it is much easier to sec bright green 

birds roragi ng on lhc crops than s111al I 

i n sects .  Poor agri cultu ral  practices 

may also Jcacl lo the mosl seri ous  

damage ( B ucher 1992). 

Competit ion w i th other species 

i s  another con cern r·or the ecological  

and birdi ng comm unil ies.  Monk Para­

keel populati ons  h ave l argel y re­

mai ned localized i n  res identi al areas, 

bul i n  Florida and Puerto Rico Lhe 

oppmtun i ty for parakeets lo occ u r  

n ear agri cultu ral fi elds m ay b e  h i g h .  

This  .species docs not  co mpele for 

nes t ing  chambers in  lrccs, but litt le i s  

k nown o r  ils diet i n  North Amer ica. 

So far the Mcrnk Parakeet has n o l  

e merged a s  Lhc next Europcan Star­

l ing .  lt has been m ore or a local 

oddi ty, li ke the rare while deer l'rom 

Chi n a  that roam t h e  gro u nds o r  

Meadowlark 



Argo nne Nati onal Laboralory .  The 

p o p u l alion growth o f  Monk Parakeels 

should be mon i tored closely. and more 

research on the most basic aspects o f  

t h e i r  n at ural h i story in  North Ameri ca 

should be undertaken .  We s houldn't 

encourage t he growlh o r  t h i s  species 

Lhrough deli berate releases, but at  t he 

.sa me L ime it seems u n necessary to 

ut ili ze sparse resources lo control t he 

popu lat ion al t h i s  Li me.  

How to see 
the parakeets 

The best ti me of the year to view 

Monk Parakeets i s  i n  spring. Tl1cy 

repair their bulky s t ick nests all year 
rou nd,  b ul in spring. conslruction i s  

a n  obsess ion.  Loud, c halteri n g  para-

keels fl y from tree lo nest all clay, 

Lear i ng off fresh twigs and weaving 

them i n  lo t he ncsl slruclure wi Lh agi le 

beak and feel .  Plan a morning tri p lo 

Jackson Park i n  spr i ng dur ing peak 

warbler mi gral i o n .  Jusl s o u t h  o f  

Bobo l i n k  Meadow i s  a drivi ng range 

w here five or s i x  nests arc bui l l  on 

stadi u m  l i ghts .  A short journey far­

ther soulh w i l l  bring you Lo the Jack­

son Park Gol r Cour se .  

Just west  or Hole I are another 

five or s i x  nests w oven i n to Lhe 

branche> or several Lal l Lrees .  I f  you 

can ' t  sec the birds, you s h o u ld hear 

them. 

You might also look for the  27 

seven nests i n  Washi ngton Park, a 

shorl dri ve away. Aboul h a l f  of t hose 

are in Lhe rark al  54th St reet and 

Cottage Grove, i n  between a p l ay­

gro u nd and a Nati onal CJuarc l Armory.  

You can slanc\ in Lhe middle of a grove 

or· trees and li terall y  be s urrou nded 

by M o n k  Parakeets and thei r ncsls .  

Another 10 or I J nesls are beh i nd the 

armory, near the northwcsl corner. 

Fi n ally. there ' s  Haro l d  Wash­

i ngton Park al 53rd S treel and Lake 

Shore Drive. At one l ime n ine nests 

were i n  one green ash t ree. Now 

Lhere are only three, but one l arge 

nest is one of the most  impressive i n  

Hyde Park. 

The H yde Park parakeels are 

a l s o  o n l i ne. a t  h t l p:// s ludenl­

www.uch i cago.edu/uscrs/jmsouth/ 

Editor's Note: The Illinois Ornitlwlogirnl Records Committee, in  IY99, officiully 11/aced the Monk 

Pumkeet 011 the Illinois Stute Checklist o/Rirds. The committee used this pupcr to help in its decision. 
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Illinois' Second Confirmed Breeding Osprey 

Recc 11 t l y , B e 1·g1mrn S lough ,  

pan o l " t he  hodgepodge John J .  Du lly 

ll1·eserve in south west Cook County ,  
was near ly  u n known lo b i rders . T h i s  

snrnl I hody o f' waler w as no tab le  o n  I y 

for l he  occas iona l  observation of '  rap­

t ors  ( i n c l ud i n g  B a l d  E ag l e  a n d  

Osprey ) d uring 111 i grnt ion .  

[ 11 .J u n e  1 996 the  notor ie ty  o l' 

t h i s  location c l1 a 11 ged .  An Osprey 

( Pundion /wliuc/us) had been ob­

served t here i n  early J u n e  a 1 1d  0 11 2 0  

June  I lJ96. I v i s i ted l he  s i le in  t h e  

Osprer in /light( I)  u n d  011 11c.1·1 (2) 0 1 1  
7 Mu i ·  I 9 9 7  ul lhc John J. Ou//\· Fore.1 1 
Prc\ ('/Te in Cook Count_\'. / 'he Osercv 
1 1c.1·t juilcd t/wt ycur. hut i11 / 998, 11 

/ lil i 1 · 1 ·c11 1 m cd w1d s11ccc.1.1·j i 1 /ly ruisl'd 
rm1.11g in I 1J98. Photos 1.>y t:ric W11/1crs. 
See /•'il'id No1,·.1· /i '//' " ;1/w/o of 111·0 
0 1;Jn" y j1 1 1 · r"1 1 i/1".1· tuk1 · 1 1  i11 / 998. 

u n l i k e l y  e v e n l  

l he  b i rcl rn i g h l  

s l i  1 1  b e  present .  

A m a z i n g l y  I 

o b s n v ed a n  

O.sprey ga lher-
1 n g  r're s h l y  

m o w ed g r a s s  

from a r·i e l d  0 . 3  

m i les sou lhea.sl 

o l' l he  s lough ; i l  

depos i t ed l h i s  

mater i a l  in a dead l ree a l  lhe  edge o r: 

lhe  s lough .  A thoro ug h  searc h l'or a 

de f'i n i l i ve nest over  t he  nexl !'cw days 

was 11on-prnduct i ve hu l on 1 1  . Ju l y  

another nolewmthy e\<en l  occ u rred. 

On lhal date a pai 1· o l' adu l t  Ospreys 

was obse 1·ved co1 1s l ruct i n g  a hu lky  

s l i ck  1 1 c s l  a t  t h e  c x ac l  locatio n whe 1·c 

lhe g 1·�1ss had been p l aced l h 1-ce weck .s 

ea 1·l i er .  The pa i 1· re mained i 1 1 l he 

v i c i 11 i ly u 11 l i l  at leasl  1 1  Augus t  ( and 

ot i e  o l' the 111 w as p1-csent unt i l  as I ale 

as 6 Seplembe 1· ) .  bu l  there was never 

any .sign o f' incubatio n. Two-year­

old Ospreys 111 ay cons l ru c l  a n est. b u t  

nol  lay eggs ( l hey beg i 11 breeding at  3 

years o f  age or o lder) .  and t h i s  may be 

what  occ urred i 11 1 9% ( E w i n s  1 994 ) .  

I n  1 997, a pa i r o f  Ospreys was 

seen 0 11 1 7  Apri l .  U t i l izing the nes l  

eonst rncted the pre v i ous su 111 me 1·. the 

Ospreys apparen t l y  began inc ubating 

eggs by l) M ay . Unfort un a te ly  by 22. 
June ,  the nest wa .s abanclonecl withou t 

ev i dence ol '  o rls1xi ng .  To add i n su l t  

to i n j u ry ,  t h e  11 esl  was destrnyed i 11 a 

t h u 11derstom1 0 11 1 6  Augus t .  How­

ever  t h e  resou 1-cc f'u l b i rds  i m med i ­

ate l y  conslrncted a 11 ew 11 es l  i n  a d i l'­

r·erc 11 l  t lTC he fore deparl i 11 g for !'al I 
mig 1·a1 i o 1 1 .  T h i s  was lo serve a.s the 

I l)lJS Imme for l lHec young Os 1m�ys .  

by Cra i g  Thayer 

O n  1 2  Apr i l 

1 99 8 .  Ospreys 

w e re i'i r s l  ob ­

served a t  B e rg­

man S loug:h . 13y 

26 Apr i  I .  i 11 eu­

bati o11 had ap-

1x1ren t l y  beg u n  

< t s  t h e  l'c rn a l e  

pers i s ten t l y  sal 

011  lhe nest a l'ler  

t h i s  da le .  As 

ea 1·l y as  8 .l u n e .  behav io 1· .s ugges t i ng  
that y o u 11g  m ig:h l  be  prese 1 1 t  was ob­

served :  the l 'cma le  reached dow11 i n lo 

lhe 11 cst  as i i' .she m i ght he l'eed i n g  

young ( s i nce l l 1 e  l arge s l i ck  .s l rn c l ur c  

was aho u l  I 0 0  yards r·rnm l h e  ohser­

va l ion  poi n t  and aboul  40 l'cet above 

the gro u n d .  d i  reel obscrva l i on was 11 ' l  

possi b l e ) .  Th i s  coincides w i l h  lhe 

Os ri 1-ey ' s  ave rng:e i 11 cuba l i o 1 1  pe 1·i mr 
of '  about 40 days ( Ew i  ns 1 984 ). O n  2 1  

. Ju 11e 1 998 .  lwo young Ospreys. l he i 1· 

heads bare l y  pro t ru d i ng above lhe 

nesl r im .  were i den t i fi ed ,  a 1 1d !'our  

cl ays la ler  a t h i 1·d one was  seen . The 

young lkdged hy .'i A u gus t  ( co n s i s­

tent  w i t h  lhc average r'l ccl g i ng  t ime of  

abo u t  .'i .'i  days a l'ler ha tc h i n g ) .  A l l  

t h 1-ee j u ven i l es .  eas i l y  d i st i n g u i shed 

l'rorn acl u I t s  by  pale l'cather edgings 

011 t he i r  backs and u pperw i ng co­

ve 1· ts .  were s t i l l  presen t  as  l a le as .'i 
Scpte 111 ber aml one was there u ntil al  

leas l  3 October 1 99 8 .  

The 1 998  1 1es l  wa.s downed i 1 1  a 

l l 1 u 1 1 cle 1·s torn1 , but no l  u n til 2.'i A ugust  

a r"ter l he  young had fl edged. 

Th i .s i s only the second con r'i rn1ed 

occuiTence o r· suecess l'u l brced i 1 1g by 

O.spreys  in I l l i no i s  in Lhe 20th cen­

lu 1-y . Tl 1c o lher 0 1 1e occu 1Tcd al Crnb 

Orch< 1 rd N at i onal  W i l d l i l 'c l�cJugc i n  

r lJ'.i 2 ( Boh len r t) gL) ) . 
Meadowlark 

\ 
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Bergman S l ough meets lhe mai n 

h 1·e ed i n g- s i l e r eq u i re m e n t s  /'o r  

Ospreys.  I t  cont a i n s  shal low w atei­

with nearby lrccs suitab l e  for 1 1csl  

con stru c l ion . The Osprey ' s  diet  con­

;; i sls al 1 1 1os l  exc I usi  vc l  y o f  /'i sh, w h ich 

it caplures near the water ' s  sur /'ace 

( J o h nsgard l l)90) .  A l lhough adults 

w i l l  leave the nesl i i' exces s i ve l y d i s­

l l1 1·becl by hu mans (leav i 11 g  t he ncs l­

l i ngs v u l nerabl e  lo predat i on ) ,  they 

can usual l y  lo lerale h u 1rn1ns  and will  

read i ly acccpl arti r ic ial  nest pl atforms.  

For example i n  Wiscon s i n  in 1 992 

lwo-lh irds of n esls were 011 111anrnac\e 

structures (Ew i ns 1 994). 

The Cook Coun ty Forest Pre­

serve D is l r ict erected an Osprey nest­

i n g  pla tform al Bergman S lou gh the 

/'irst week or Apr i l  in 1999 and is 

cons ideri ng cree l i ng another in soulh-

west  Cook Counly .  

Ospreys are monogamous and  

cxh i b i l s tro n g  s i lc /'i dcl i ty lo thc i 1· 

ey r ie (John sgard 1990 ) .  Adu l l  mor­

tal i ly averages I 0- 1 5 %.• per year. More 

i mportantly young Ospreys usually 

return lo with i n  :rn m i l es o l. their n atal 

s ite lo breed (Ew i n s  1994). They 

remai n in Ce11 t ral or South A merica 

as I -year-ol ds .  As 2-ycar-ol cls, about 

30-50% of' Ospreys rel um to the vi­

c i n i ty o l. lhcir birth,  bu l do not  breed. 

Breed i ng f'i rsl occurs between 3 and 5 

years o f· age. 

Acknowledgments: 
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Mississippi Kite Breeds in Calhoun County 

Every ou l i 11g  or our Sat ur ­

d<ty b i rd i ng gro u p  l eads L o  some 

natura l  wonder. Led by H e l e n  

Wuc;;ten /'i e kL J'rnrn Jerseyv il le, Il­

l i no i s .  we exp l ore a w i de range o r  

habi lals l'rom Pere Marque l lc S l ate 

Park lo the l ower reaehe;; o /' lhc 

Illi no is  R i ver ancl lhe nearby M i s­

s i ss ipp i  Ri ver.  In Ju l y  1998, one o f' 

ou r gro u p, Lou H anes, took us to 

sec a Miss i s s ippi K i le ' s  nesl (h:tinio 

111is.1 issiJ JJ J iensi.1•) near h i s  h o m e  i n  

Ctlhoun County .  H e  had found this 

nesl  w h ile track i ng adu l l  k i tes  in 

the a rea.  

The nesl was one m i l e  cas l or· 
Red ' s  Land i n g  on lhe M i ss i s s i pp i 
R i ve r  and cl 1 1e  wesl  o f· Hard i n, l l l i -
110is .  I t  was i 11 a 1 1 1 i l c-lo 1 1 g s l ri p o r· 
i >O l l o m l ancJ  ro rcsl by lhc  edge o r  a 
hayo 1 1 .  W<: watcl1ed l'ro 1 1 1  l l1 <: op po 

VoL B, l\l o. J 

The Mississippi Kite hrecds in so11them 
11/inois. lt ocn1sionully 1111mders 11orth u(ter 
the hrccding .1·coso11. /Juniel T. Willim11s 
look this /ihoto of' the Missi.1.1ip;1i Kite ul 
l?ock Cut Stu le Pork i11 Win n e/Jugo Coun /.\' 

(no,.thcm Illinois) 011 I A 1 1g11sl / 998. See 

F"ield Notcs ji > r  / 1 1 •0 111ore jlho!os. 

by John N. McCal l 

s i le ban k, abou l 50 yards away . The 

11 cs l  was a tangle or  s m a l l  st icks 

about 45 fee l  h igh in a col lonwoocl 

lrce. Lou spo l lccl lhc we l l - h idden 

ncs l w h i l e  watch i ng lhc paren ls 1·1y 

i 11 lo J'ced Lhe si n g le c h ick .  One 

adu l l ,  bc l'orc deli vering i ls prey, 

s lam med i l  against  a l i mb w i lh i l s 

beak. Apparcn l ly, l h is w as lo k i l l  or 

solkn lhc .s mal l  an i  111al for lhe ch i ck 

lo eat. (Lou sa icl " m ari n ate . " )  

The aclu I ls somcl i rncs s a t  i n  a 

nearby dead lrcc Lo resl or preen .  

Al l t h ree b i rds were q u i et except 

dur ing one l ater v is i t ,  when one 

adu I t  moved lo a d is tan l  lree i n  

p l a i n v i e w  and g a v e  a 2 - n olc 

whist le .  Th i s  behav ior  seemed more 

l i ke a d i stract ion  d i s p l ay lhan an 

alarm ca l l . 
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A l  our  rirsl s i gh  L i ng  or t h i s  nest ,  

the chick sported an a l l -whi te downy 

l'.Oal, p l us a dark eye-r ing.  Two weeks 

l a ter, on 2.'i J u ly I 9lJ8 ,  the ch i ck  had 

gai ned mos t  o r  i t s l'i rst-year, heav i l y  

s t reaked p l u m age. W e  no t i ced the 

pare n ts remai ned c lose by even though 

they d i d  no t  l'ccd i t .  

I h a v e  not  seen 111 uch ev idence o r  
t h i .'i spec i l'.S north o l' S t .  Lou i s .  Most 

of  i t s  ne.'i l S  are i 11 /'ioodpl a i n  hab i ta t  

and i t  f'eeds 111m;t l y  o n  i n sects as w e l l  

a s  amph i b i ans  and s 111 a l l  snakes .  I 

have so111e t i mes seen rl ocks o r  2( )  

g lean i ng  l arge i n sects rrorn the  a i r. 

W i th no t i ceable sk i l l ,  the k i tes s k i m  

grassy meadows. gl  icle a l lrng tree lops, 

or c i rc le  h i gh i n  the sky .  M i ss i s s i pp i  

K i les a l so reed o n  annual  c i cadas, 

grasshoppers, and dragonfl i es (See 

Bohlen  I 98CJ and B e 1 1 l  1 937 ) .  

The spec i es has been seen we l l  

norlh of  i t s  b reed i n g  range i n  I l l i no i s .  

espec i a l l y  du r i ng  ye�11·s o l' 1 3 -year 

and 1 7 -year per iodical  c i cada (Mugi­

cudu .1·1 1 . )  ou tbreaks. These over-

111 igra n ls or wanderers are usual l y  
l'i rst-yea1· b i rds i n  j u ven i k  p l u mage 

and arc u sual l y  seen du r i ng  l a te  spr ing 

or sun1 111er ( Boh l en  I 989 ) .  

The  fam o u s  n a t ura l i s t ,  John  

.J . Audubon ,  observed t he M i ss i s s ipp i  

Ki te w h i l e  l i v i n g  i n  Lou i s i ana. He  

�1d 111 i red i t.s grace and  rl y i n g  sk i l l .  

See ing a n  adu l t  who was guard i n g  i t s  

ha / f'-g rown o ffspri ng,  Audubon shot  

them bot h .  Another  t i me. he i n s t ructed 

a boy lo c l i mb a t<il I tree lo co l lec t  i t s  

eggs, t hen  des troy the nes t .  

H ab i tat  destruc t i o n  t h rough t he  

years has  severe ly reduced t h i s  spe­

cies'  n u mbers . 

The M i ss i s s i pp i  /( i te w i n te rs i n  

Cent ra l  and northern Sou t h  J\ merica 

bu t  ret u rn s  by l ate A pri l or ear ly  May 

to breed .  I ts range extends w ide ly  
across  the  sou thern s tales, rro m  the  

Caro l i nas lo Texas �i nd Ok lahoma, i n  

parts o r  Kansas and A ri zona,  and  

nort hward th rough t he central Mi s­
. s i s s i  p 1) i  V a l le y . Occ:a s i o n �i l  11 1: : ,t  

s igh t i ngs occ u r  l o  castnn Kans ; i s  am/ 
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110 rth o r  S t .  Lou i s .  

I t  nests i n  La l l  t rees s u c h  as cot­

ton woods, w h i c h  are o lkn 1·ound i 1 1 

1 1 1 at u rc botlo111 l and l'mes ls c lose to 

w;1 ter .  Most nests arc placed 40 to ()() 

l'eet h i gh i n  a fork, somewhat  h idden 

l'rnm v iew .  The c rude col l ec t i on 0 1· 

s t i ck s  ;1 nd  t w i gs .  so 11 1e l i 111 es w i t h  

leaves at tached, rese111b /es t he  nests  

ol '  crows or Rcd-ta i  I H aw ks. I ncuba­

t i on  for t he  two lo t h ree eggs takes 

abou t  3 1  days .  Fledgl i ngs leave t he 

nest i n  another 30 days .  (Sec Hard i n  
c l  a l  1 97 7  !'or a t horough descr i p t i o n  

of t h i s  spec ies '  nest i n g  h a b i t s  i n  

Un ion  County ,  I l l i n o i s . )  M i ss i ss i pp i  

Ki tes m i grate sou th  by the  end 0 1· 

A u gus t .  So 11 1c  i m m at u res l a g  fo1· 

several weeks m ore. 

Finding Mississippi 
Kites in Illinois 

The Miss i ss ipp i  K i te i s  best round  

duri ng i ts n es t i n g  season,  ear ly M ay 

t h rough J u l y .  S i ng le  i ncl i v i clua ls  or 

pai rs can be seen ra ther common ly  

a l  i sol ated nes t i n g  .s i tes a long t he  

M i s� i s s i pp i  R i ver. l'rom Cai rn to S t .  

Lou i s .  I ncluded a1·e S t .  Lou i s  suburbs 

i nc l ud i n g  Webster Groves  and U n i ­

vers i ty Ci ty (Webster Gro ves Natu re 

Study Soc i e ty 1 998 ) .  ( Remem ber, 

though,  if you see the k i  t c  in St. Lou i s ,  

you can ' t  l'.Oun l  i t  0 11 your  I l l i no i s  

l i s t . )  O n e  re l i ab le  nes t i n g  s i te i s  al 

Fort Kaskaski a  S t ate Park, 11 i ne  m i les  

north or  Ches ter, oil H ighway 3 .  

The l a 1w.:s l  popu la t ion  o r nes t i ng 

M i ss i s s i p 1) i  [( i tcs i n  I l l i no i s  i s  �l i ong 

the levee rnad on the U n i o n  Cou 11 ty 

Conserva t ion Area ( De Vore in press ), 

as w e l l  as l'ewCI' n u mbers in a f'ew 

othei- areas i n  U 1 1 i on ,  A lexander, and 
. Jackson coun t i es (Rob i n son  / l)l)6 ) .  

A lkr nest i ng.  i nd i v idua l  ad u l ts 
or i 1 11 1 1 1alu res m ight be sec11 e l sewhere 

a long tlK'. major ri vcrs a ndst rcarns u 11 ti I 

l ate Augus t ,  when the spec ies 111 i ­

grates toward Texas. 

Observers in open cou n t ry near 

major s treams shou ld  look Cor a s l en­
der. fal con- l i ke b i rd ,  ahou l  1 4  i nches 

l on g  w i th a 36- i nch  w i ng span . A t  a 
d i s tance,  i t s  l i gh t  gray head and un ­

derparts l ook al most w h i le .  I t s  shou l ­
de1·s am/ lx1ck arc med i u m-gray, wh i l e  

i t s  dark pri mar ies and i nden ted ta i l  
are a l most  b lack .  The dark eye-ri ng  

and b lood-red eye  are defi n i t i v e  i i ' 

seen al c l ose range. The i m nrnturc 

Miss i ss i ppi K i te is heav i l y  s t reaked 

over most o l' i ts body and i ts dark ta i l 

has t h ree l i ght  bands .  

Th i s  k i te i s  o l'ten m i sscd because 
i l somct i  mes catches i 1 1sec ts a t  very 

h igh  elevat ions .  Look h igh  i n  the ;;ky 

/ 'or the w h i t i s h  head and dark back, 

w i n g t i ps ,  or ta i l .  You w i l l  ad m i re i t s  

cter ial sk i l l s  and d i st i nc t i ve l ooks .  
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Breeding Bewick' s Wren in Western Illinois : 

In mos/ purts of' southcrn 

Illinois . . . wul even in locolitics 

where the true House Wren occurs. 

Bewick '.1· Wren is /[1r the m.ore 

n umerou.1· o(lhe two. 

- - Rohcrt Ridgwuy 1 889. 

A Birder 's Perspective 

Th e  presence of nes t i n g  

B e w i c k ' s Wrens  ( Th ryo m 11 11 c s  

he wickii) in wesl-central I l l i n o i s  the 

s u m mer o f  1998 generated a fair 

amounl of i n leresl  from birders. The 

species was found al Lhree locat ions  

in  Adams and P ike counties during 

the nest i n g  season and at least one of 

those spots produced fledged young. 

How has the abundance of Bewick ' s  

Wrens changed over t h e  pasl 40 years 

in t h i s  part i cu lar area? If you missed 

the b i rds this  year. w h at are your  

ch ances in  1999 ? Does havi n g  a gas 

/)mwing of'Jfrwit·k '.1· Wren hy l>enis K1111iu. 

Vol . 8, No. J 

by James L. Funk 

grill i n  your  backyard real l y  i ncrease 

your  chances of s uccess'/ I n q u i ring 

m i nds . . . .  

T o  ans wer lhe fi rsl  quest ion ,  I 

chec ked t he " fi rsl  arrival " records 

and some dai ly l ists kept by my par­

ents, Lora ine and Eunice Funk, be­

g i n n i ng in  1947. Early arrival dates 

for the years 1947- 1975 average about 

28 M arch for B c w i c k ' s ,  w i l h  lhe 

earl iest  bei n g  10 March in 1950 and 

the l atest bei n g  3 May in 1952 .  (Per­

haps we were especi al l y  b u sy rar111 -

i n g  lhal spring?) 

These dates correspond w i t h  

lhosc found i n  B o hlen ( 1 989) for lhe 

rest of the s late and give a good 

indicat ion as to w hen lo expccl this  

wren ' s  i n frequent  occurrence e l se­

w here in I l l i n o i s .  

D ai l y  l i s ts  dur i ng t h e  s pring sea­

son of those years (1947- 1975) i n ­

c l u ded Bewick ' s  Wrens about ha lf  

the  t ime, but lhe  spec ies became more 

d iffi c u l t  to fi nd after 1968 and was 

not  seen at a l l  duri ng 1974. My own 

l i sts  show lhal I heard one individual 

s i ng ing at  the soulh end of Meredos i a  

Bay i n  Morgan County i n  A pr i l  of 

197 I and lhal this was Lhe first I h ad 

seen or heard s ince 1 968. 

A fter the mid-1970s. Bewick ' s  

Wrens  were scarce enough i n  o u r  

area that a n y  s ighl ing meri ted atten­

t ion .  Pro b ab l y  the most  attent ion  

given one i ndividual  b ird was  in  April 

of 1977 or 1978 w hen a Bewick' s 

l anded on the rail ing  of our smal l -town 

ch urch during Sunday services and 

burst i nto song. A fair portion o f  lhe 

c h urch  congregalion headed for Lhe 

door! Knowing our fam i l y ' s  reputa­

t ion for the u n u s ual. !he rest of the 

congregati o n  d i dn ' t  seem lo m i n d .  

9 



(We l l ,  i l  "was" duri ng t he  c h u rc h  

school  hour, no l  i n  m id-sermon . . . .  ) 

From the l ate 1 970s u nti I 1997. 

at lcasl  one Bcwick ' s  W re n  has oc­

curred aroun d  Bever ly .  i 11 southeast 

Adams County al most every year .  

Nest i ng  has occurred on at leasl  s i x  

occas ions .  once i n  a w ren b o x .  once 

in a garage. twice i n  a barn. once in 

a d ryer vent ,  and once in a gas gri 11. 

Other  observers have not i ced t h i s  

wren ' s  propens i ty for choosin g  un­

usual nes l  s i tes. Sec R idgway ( 1 889). 

Bohlen ( 1989), Robinson ( 1996), and 

Kenn ed y  ( 1997). 

In 1 998, our  fi rst record of a 

Bew i ck ' s  Wren was an i nd iv idua l  

h eard on Spri n g  Coun t  Day  i n  P ike  

County,  abou L 3 m i l es eas l  of E l  Dara. 

The b i rd was .s i n g i ng near an  aban­

doned house and outbu i l d i ng .  No at­

tempt w as m ade that day lo look for 

a nest, and the b i  rd could not be 

l ocaled a l  the end of May. A nother 

bird sang pers is ten t l y  from e arl y 

M ay u n ti l  a l m o s l  L he  encl o l' L hc  

mon lh  1.5 mi les sou t h  o l' B ever ly  

near a barn. Whi le  successfu l  ncsti 11g 

had taken pl ace at L h i s  locat ion i n  

pr ior years.  n o  n e s l  was fou nd i n  1998 

and no young were seen. 

The success Cu l nest i n  the area i n  

1998 was near the ranger' s house at 

S i l oam Spri ngs S tate Park in eas tern 

Adams County, about ten m i les J'ro 1n 

B everl y .  This pa i r  raised two b rnods;  

t he  fi rs t  nes l  was i n  a gas gri I I  and the 

second was i 1 1  a nearby barn. 

The ranger aml  h is  fam i l y  were 

good enough lo to l erate a s teady 
stream or b i rders dur i ng l atc J un c  and 

early Ju l y ,  and most  who sought  Lhe  

birds r·ound  them.  The avai l ab le  ev i ­

dence wou ld  sugges t l ha l  at leasl  one 

Bewick ' s  W ren cou l d  nes t  i n  the 

Bever ly area i n  1999. J I' we can put  
out  e nough gas gri l l s  r·or nest i n g  

boxes, perhaps the  popu l at ion w i l l  
i ncrcase a n d  you can  a l l  add i l  to your 

I l l i no i s  l i sts l 

Editor 's Note: Fun k 's curcfi.1/ 1w1e-1uki11g, us well us thu t  of' other memhas o/ his 

ji1111 ily, contrihutes to the kno wledge o/11/inois ' orn itlwlogiclli histor)'. A t  the time !hut 

these notes on tht' 1Je1 1 · ick 's Wrc11 1 11crc /icing collected, the s11ccit's wus more co11 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  

tlwn it is 1w11 ·  in the s/11/e. This species ' numbers lw 1 1c d11 'indlcd dmslicullv. 011/r one 

o r  t 1 1 ·0 n esting /lllirs lun'e hcen docur11e11ted uny 1 1 ·hcrc in the .1·1 1 1 /c 1 1 · ithin the /h1.1 tfl' 1 1 ·  

W'c11·s, wul t h e  s11ecics i s  n o w  o n  the stutc-cndongered /isl. 

A lthough Robinson ( 1 99 7) douhls the decline of' th is .1pccies is relotcd to 

competition 1 1 'ith House Wrens, Ridg 1 1 ·u\ '  ( 1 889) und, nwrc recent ly, sc11crul other 

orn ithologists ( Ken11cd1· 1111d White 1 996, Rurtgis 1 986, und Wilcovc 1 99() )hrn'e fC/1 

01hcnvi.1•c. Other 110.1·sible 1·en1·011s Ji1r this species ' decline in Illinois und else where 

include use of'pcslicidcs ond co11111ctitio11 \ Pith other cuPity-ncsling s1 1ccics inc/11di11g 

House Spllrr< 1 1 1 ·.1', E11mpe1111 Sturlings,wul Cll rolino Wrens. Sec Kenned\' llnd White 

(I 997) ./i!r more on rhis seccies ' distri/! 1 1 1ion. 

Literature Cited----------------------------------

B arlgi s ,R.L.  l lJ86 . A pet i t ion lo 

l i s t  l he  Appa l ac ian  popu l at ion  of 

Bewick 's  Wren as endangered. M ary­

land Natural Heri tage Program.  An­

napo l i s ,  M D .  

B o h l en ,  J-l . D .  1989. The B i rds o f' 

I l l i no i s .  I n d i ana  U n ivers i ty Pres.<,. 

B l oo 11 1 i n gton, I N .  

Kennedy, E. D. ,  a n d  D.W.  W h i le .  

1996. I n terference compet i t ion from 

H ouse Wrens as a faclor i n  t he  dec l i ne 

oC Bewiek ' s  W re n .  Conservat ion B i -

o logy I 0 ( I  ):28 1 -284. 

Kennedy,  E . D . ,  and D .W.Wh i te .  

1 997. B ew i e k ' s  Wren In  The B i rds or 

N orth America, No .  3 1 5  (A. Poole 

and F G i l l ,  ccl .'i . ) .  The Academy of 

Natura l  Sc iences,  P h i l adelph i a, PA, 

and The Amer ican Orni thol ogis ts '  

U n ion ,  Wash i ngton ,  D.C. 

Ridgway, R .  1 889. The Orni­

t h o logy o r  I l l i no i s .  Parl l ,  vol ume I .  

S late Labmalory of Nat ural H i s lmy, 

Spri ngfi eld ,  JL. 

Robinson.  W . D . 19%. Southern 

I l l i no i s  B i rds .  Southern Il l i no is  U n i ­

v e r s i ty P r e s s .  C a rb o n d a l e  a n d  

Edwards v i  I le ,  I L. 

W i l cove,  D. 1990 . A q u iet  e x i t .  

Li v i ng B i rd 9 :  I 0-1 l .  

- .Twncs L. Funk 

Route I 
Liherty IL 623 4 7  

j r·u 1 1  k @ adams .  ne l  

Meadowlark 



Purple Gallinules Hatch Young at Mermet Lake 

On I I J u ly 1 998.  I was lak-

1 11 g  my w i l·c . M y ra .  ror a m o rn i n g  

dr i  v c  aro u n d  M c rrnet Lake i n  e x  l rc m e  

sou t h e rn  I l l i no i s  lo s e c  the A merican 

lo tus  in  l"u l l  h loorn, w he n  I deci ded 

lo .-; lop al  lhc sccoi1d pu l l oll to s n i p  

a /'lower .  ;\:; I began d r i v i ng away, 

M y ra ,  a non-b i rd i 1 1g spou.-;e by her 

ow 11 ad mi .-;s ion.  commented lhal  she 

saw a ' ' b l a c k  b i rd w i l h  an o rn n ge beak 

and l egs" j u m p  o ff lhc lop of some o f' 

lhc  l o l u .-; 11acls near  . -;omc b u l lo n b u s h .  

S h e  l h c n  dcmonslra lcd how t h e  b i rd 

wal ked. 

"Cou i ll i t  be' 1" I l lrn u g h l  as I 
raced back .  To my ani <u.c mcnl .  i l  w a s  
c i  P u r p l e  G a l l i n u l c ( Po 1ph rmlu 
11 1urti11 icu ) - and a l i /'e b i rd Co r m e 1  
N o t  a bad t rade - o n e  l o l u .-; /'l ower 1·or 
rn1e t i re b i rd .  

O n  1 2  J u l y .  I arri ved a l  6 : :1 0  a . 1 1 1 .  
lo  e n joy an ad u l t  gal l i n u l e  i n  breed i ng 

11 1  u m <1gc m a k i n g  sh o n  1·1 i g h h  1·ro 1 1 1  
l h c  h u l lrn1bu .s h  to l h c  l o l u s .  A bout :lO 
m i n u lc s  l a l c r. my 1·a lher  arri ved and 
we watched lhc g a l l i n u l e  l a ml 011 lop 

o r  the l o t u s  11ad s .  We abo heard an­
o t h e r  g a l l i n u l c  c l u c k i n g .  l ret urned al 
6 11 . m .  t h at cl ay lo mccl w i l h  co-worker 
a 11d re l low b i rder. Lester B arge r  a n d  

h i s  w i  1·e . F o r  1 5  m i nu tes,  we s a w  no 
ga l l i n u l c .  We then p l ayed a tape o r  

th ree g al l i n u l c  c l u cks , and t he bi rd 
i ns lan l l y  appeared.  A 110lhcr gal I i n u  l e  

t h c 11 e m e rged from t h e  b u lto n b u s h .  
Lester a ml l t h e n  d i scovered t he re 

was a nest  i n  l h c  b u ltonbus h .  We a l s o  
heard 1 w o  d i llcrcn l g a l l i n  l u l es ca l  l i n g  
/'rom rarth e r  o u l  i n  l h c  l ak e .  

W e  e n j oyed watc h i ng lhe br i l ­
l i a n t l y  i ntense gree n ,  b l u e ,  yel low,  
and red c o l or s  or l h c  adu I L , wond e r i n g  

h o w  i t  carn o u l fagcd i l s c l r so w e l l  i n  
t h e  w ct l a ml .-; .  

On I :l . 1  u ly ,  we noticed /'our  ch icks,  
w h i ch a p 11e:m:d lo be abou t one-ha lf  
l h c  s i 1e o /' lhe adu l ls, i 1 1  t he nest .  On 1 4  

J u l y .  we saw rn1e gal l i 11 L 1 l c  s i l t i n g  0 1 1  

lhc nesl w h i l e  another /kw back and 
:·o n h  i n lo the lotus ret u rn i 11 g  w i t h  

rood i 1 1  i t s  bi  1 1  ror l h e  y o u  1 1 g .  The 

c h i c ks were f'cd approx i m ate l y  every 

J'i v c  m i n u te s .  

On 1 5  J u l y .  Lester  Barger and l 
saw two s o l i d  b l ac k  downy c h i c ks .  

E a c h  h ad a h i l l  t h at w a s  r e d  n e a r  t h e  

race, b l ac k  i n  L h c  m i dd l e ,  and l h e n  
w h i le al t h e  t i p .  The l egs appe ared 
b l ac k ,  a l though l h e  poor l i g h t i n g  m ade 
i t  d i ffi c u l t  to determ i n e  l h e  c o l or .  

W e  rou n d  lwo c h i c k s  st i l l  i n  t h e  
nest  on 1 6  J u l y ,  and two nmrc i n  the 
b u l l o n b u s h  branche.s .  The adu l ts we1·c 
nearby m a k i n g  soft c l u c k s .  The n e x l  

day.  I arr i v e d  to /'i n cl t h e  n e s t  e m pty,  
b u t  .saw n o  c h i c ks .  

R y  t h i s  l i me. lhe  w<ml h ad gol lc 11 

o u t  acro.s .s t h e  state t h at lhc  P u r p l e  
Gal l i n u l e h ad s u cccs.-; l.u l l y  hatc ilcd 
y o u n g  in  southern I l l i no i s . 011 I 8 J u l y ,  

b i rders rrom u rbana a n d  C'h icago l a n d  

arr i ved lo g l i mpse lhc Purple  G a l l ­
i n u  J e s ;  c vc ryo11c w h o  came gol a t  leasl  
one decent  l ook. 

l co1 11 i 11 uecl m a k i n g  l ri ps a lkr 
lhal  lo check oi1  the  status o r· the 

g: a l l i n u l es .  S o m e  h o l  c vc n i 11 g:s.  I cl i cl 
not  sec the b i rds. S o m e t i mes i n  the 

ear ly m o rn i n g ,  I heard the gal l i n u l es 

c l  u c k k i  n g  a n d  ki k k i  ng i n  t h e  breed i n g  
area. 

One of my l a s l  v i ew s  of the ga l l ­
i n u l es Lhat s u m mer w a s  0 1 1  2 6  J u l y  
1 998 r·rom 8 t o  9 a . m .  when i t  w a s  

rai 11 i  n g  I i g h t l y .  I saw t hree p l ai n d a r k ­

b a c k c d  c h i cks e m e rge from l h c  b u l ­
lon bush w i th a n  adu l t  fol lo w i n g  t h e m . 

Another p a i r  o f  P u rple Gal l i n ul cs 
w cccs s /'u l l y  h a tched y o u n g  i n  1 99 8  
as wel l .  

A l so, a n  adu l t  Purp l e  G a l l i n u l e  
w a s  fou nd i nj u re d  i n  Jersey Cou n ty 

on 28 J u n e  1 99 8 .  I t  d i ed on :lO J u n e  
( Ci de Fra11k H o l m e s )  and s i n c e  h as 
been dcposi lccl al l h e  I l l in o i s  State 

M u s e u m  ( i'i clc Vernon K lc c n ) .  

by Fran k K .  Ben nett 

B o h l e n  ( 1 98 9 )  l i s t s  t h e  P u r p l e  

G a l l i n u l c  as a rare v agr<1 11 l ci llll v e ry 

rn rc s u m me r  res i d e n t  i n  southern I l l i ­

no i s .  I n  [ l) 89, t w o- t h i rd s  o f  t h e  s late 

rccmds were ror s pri n g  and most were 

/'o u ml i n  m a r.s hes  and at l akes,  a l ­
though s o m e  were .seen i n  b; 1cky;mJs .  

A dead P u r p l e  C1 a l l i n u l c  was ro u n d  i n  

Lake Cou n t y  o n  1 0  A pr i l 1 997 a l  a 

fo rest preserve d i st r i ct g o l  r c o u rse 
( H urley 1 997 ) .  

The o n l y  brccdi n g  records Cor 
t h i s  b i rd i n  lhe  s la le  o /' I l l i n o i s  e x i s t  a l  

Mcrmcl  Lake, w h i c h  pro v i de s  a s h a l ­

low l ak e  border h a b i t a l  w i l h  c mcr­

gcn l a n d  l'loat i ng vcgela l i o n ,  i n c l u d­

i n g  the A me r i c a 11 l o t u s  upon w h i c h  

t h e  b i rd s  w a l k .  T w o  d o w n y  y o u n g  
P u rp l e  G a l l i n u l es /'o u n d  al  M c rmcl 

Lake in 1 964 represent  lhc  r·i rs l  1 1esl­
i ng c v i d c n ce o r  lh i .s spec i e s  r·or  I l l i ­

n o i s .  A 11c s l  w i t h  e i gh l eggs w as fou nd 

at  M er m c l  Lake on 1 9  J u ne I LJ7:l 
( B oh l e n ) .  

T h e  P u r p l e  G al l i  n u  l e  was 0 1 1  lhe  

l l l i 11 o i s  E n dangered S pec i e s  Protec­
t i o n  Bo; 1 1·d ' s  l i st o r  endangere d  b i rds 

r·rom 1 97 8  to 1 994. b u t  l h c 11 was re­

moved i n  1 994 on the  bas i s that  i t.-; 

breed i n g  s ta tus  in I l l i n o i s  appca 1·s to 
be l h a l  of a vagra n t ,  w i t h  I l l i no i s  

occu rri n g  s u bstan t i a l l y  n o r t h  o r  i l s  

typical breedi 1 1g range ( Herkert 1 995 ) .  
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Successful Breeding Common Terns in Illinois : 
With A Sunnnary of Conznwn Tern 

Nesting Occurrences in Illinois 

Co1111 1 1011  Tern in .flight nc({r its nesting grounds in Luke Countr. '.l5 
Muy 1 995. Photo hy F:ric Wulters. 

When I decided to p u rsue a 
second career i n  con scrv< 1 l i o n ,  one o r  
t h e  r·i r.s l  req u ests  I rece i ved was r·rnrn 
A 111y Horslm< i n n  o l' the  I l l i no i s  Dc-

1x1rl 111 en l  or Naturnl Resou rces.  ' · H ow 

wou l d  y o u  l i ke lo m o n i tor what i s  

11 1·obab l y  t h e  o n l y  breed i n g c o l o n y  o f' 

Com111on Terns (Stcmu himndo )  i n  

the s late '1" she askecl . I n  t he ear ly 
sp 1·i 1 1g o l '  1 997 .  Hors l 11 1ann  all ll I 1 11c l  
a l  t h e  C o 111 1 1 1 0 n w e a l l h  Ed i s o n  

Wau kegan coa l - l'i rcd power p l a n t .  

w he 1·e t he  h i  rds h a d  prev i o u s l y  1 1es tecl .  

Joi n i ng u s  r·ro111 Corned was T0111 
Pla t t ,  the com p l i ance spec i al i st .  To111 
look us  to t he " l' ly-ash pond.s" ,  0 11 the 
prnpe ny ' s  south c11d. H c 1-c . ash r·rn111  
t he b u rn e d  coal is  s l u rr ied i n to two 
l arge ponds for set t l i n g  and even tua l  
c l 1-cdg i 11 g  aml  d i s 1 1osa l .  J n  the  c e n t e r  
or bot l 1 1mml-; i s  a IHLITOW 1x� 11 i n su l a  at 
t h e  c 11 Ll o r· w h ich  is a c i rc u la 1· i s l allll . 
a 11prox i nwlc I y I '.) n 1c lc 1·s i n  cl i a 11 1 ctu. 
I t was 011 these i s l a 1 1ds w h e re l l 1c  
terns.  w h i c l 1  <1.1-c c 1H la 1 1µc 1-cd i n  l l l i -
110 i �; ,  had 1 1cs led.  w i t h rn i xcd s u ccc: ; : ; .  
i 11 p 1· io r  yc< 1r� ; .  :; cc 1\ p 1·w m l i x  l'rn· de-

t a i l s .  S i nce the pond.s are dredged i n  
a l  lcrnate years. o u r  l'ocus ( a11d hopc­
J'u l l y  t he t e rn s '1 ) was the i s l a ml in  t h e  
pond  ru J l y  S U ITOUl ll[cd by  Wa ln where 
no cl reclg i ng  ac t i v i ty occu rred .  

Co rn lc'.d h e l ped c reat i ng su i tab le  
coml i t ions  !"or the  b i rds by b u i l d i 11 g  
a 1 . 5 -meter e l ectri l ' iecl cyc lone fc11ec 
arnu ncl the peri phe 1·y o r· each i s l an d .  
Co111 Ecl a l so c reated a su r r< 1cc o l' 
nu shed s tone to s i m u l ate  the  sandy m 

rock substrate o l. l he  tern ' s  prc l'crrcd 

nes t i ng  habi lal  ( Eh rl i ch .  el a l ) .  allll 
l e rt so111e spa 1·sc vcgcla l io 11 ,  w h i c h  
lcrn.s l i ke  to 1m1v i c l e  s h ade for t he 
e ll i c ks.  

On 1 6 M ay J l)l)i, I cou n ted :n. 
bi 1·ds am! observed c l as .s i c  t ern 1 1csl­
ing behav i or ;  1 1 1a lcs pra11 c i 11g  ahuu l 
w i l h t he i 1· .s l ru l s  aml w ad d l e s .  1 · 1 y i 11 g  
i n  l'ro m the  l ake carry i 1 1g 111 i 11 11 o w s  
�1 11d r i tua l ly  kecl i 11g fe 1 11a les .  aml com·· 

11et i 1 1g w i t h  other  m a l e s  attc 111 p t i 11 g  [ ( )  
do I l ie .sa 1rn: .  B i rds  we 1·e scc11 hunkered 
dow11 ( a 11 1)are 1 1 l l y  l'e 1 1rn lcs ) .  011 w h at 
: 1 ppc:.m:c.I to b(: l. hc i r  .\c 1·apc n e s t s .  
So1 1 1c 1 1e '; l i 1 1 g : 1 l l l : 1 1 1 p l s  S(:c 1 1wd lo  he 

by Donald R. Dann 

occ u rr i n g  011 t he  s t o n e  j u st outs ide 
the enc losu re .  w h i ch at t he  t i m e  made 
me 111me t han a l i tt l e  nervous .  ( Events  
proved my anx i ety wel 1 -jus t i  ri ed) .  I 
made s im i l ar observat i ons over the  
next  few weeks, count ing as  111 any  as 
27 b i rds on one occas i o n .  

Then  d i saster s truck .  The  t h i rd 
week of J une ,  Tfouncl the i s l and e 111pty. 
Every lern w as gone,  nowhere lo be 
seen .  Whal happened'/  Hors t m a n n  
a n d  I conjectured several poss i  bi I i ­
t i e s .  Perhaps t h e  e l ectr ic  fe 11ce was 

not  work i ng,  or maybe a raccoon had 
dug u n derneath i t  lo reac h lhe b i rd s .  
Or perhaps a predator h ad s t ru c k  a 
nes l i 11 g  b i rd outs ide t he  Ce11ce,  w h i ch 
cau sed the  e nt i re colo 1 1y  to abandon 
the i s l and .  

T h e  lo l l o w i n g  A pr i l .  [ lJ LJ 8 .  
H ors l 11 1a 1 1 1 1  and I aga i n  met w i t h  To111 
Pl att .  who h e l ped i 11 1 prnve the l'c11 ec · s  
sec u ri t y .  and cx le 11 cl l 'e nc i 11g  m ater i a l  
u mle 1·groun d  al  an an g l e  to detc 1· pre­
dators.  The co11 lour  or the l and ou t ­
s i de the fen ce was con fi gu red lo deter 
ne.s l i ng t he 1-c . P l a s t i c  mal l i n g  was 
i 1 1stal led under the  stone w i t h  holes i 1 1  
0 11 l y  a l'ew p l aces lo al low l he 1· i g h l  
a 11 1oun l  o r  11 l ant mate 1·i a l  l o  gro w .  

01 1  1 1 1 y  i'i rsl ohserva l irni .  I S  M ay 
1 998,  I l'ou 1 1cl 110 b i rds .  On 2 2  May 
I lJlJ 8 .  l rou n d  2 Com mon Terns ,  one 
Oil a 11 appare n t  1 1es l  i n s i de the  i'ence 
aml the othe 1· 1·1 y i 11 g  i 11 /'rom the eas l  
carry i 11g  rood. 011 27 M ay 1 998 ,  J 
ro u n d  7 b i rds.  a11cl O il 7 J u 11 e .  I saw l ?  
Common Term. 1 

J\ s t he  weeks progressed the n u 111-
bn.s conti n ued lo i 11 nease but so d i d  

t h e  d i  ffi c u  l ly o r· gel l i ng a11 exact c o u  1 1  l .  
I d id  1 1 1 y  s t ud ie.<-. w i th a sco 11e r·rn 111 a 
road ru 1 1 1 1 i 11g a lo 1 1g  the .so 1 1 l h  e 1 1 C l  o l' 
l l w  pond.  :tt l east I ( ) ( )  1 1 1e te 1·s 1 ·m1 1 1  

l\!J[ead owl arl� 



Co111111on Tcm eggs ut Waukcgctn /Jrccding site in Lokc 
Coun ty. Muy / 998. Photr > hy A my f-forstnwnn. 

T11•0 Co111111011 Tcm chicks ut Wuukcgun hrccding site in 
Luke Coun ty . I J July I 9<JH. Photo hy A111v Horstmunn. 

A ppendix: A 
S u m mary o f C0111 111on Tern .Nest ing Occurren ces i n  Ill i no i s  

,;, F ro m  a 3 J u ne 1977 rccmd o r  a phone eon vcrsa l ion between J i m  

Neal ancl Richard Tho m :  I n  1 976, J i m  Neal fou n d  Lwo n ests i n  the 
Joh ns-Man v i  Ile La i  I i ng  area no rth of Waukegan .  Eight pai r attempted to 

nest o n  the Commonwealth Edison properly near t here. He l'ound Lhe 

nesls,  but  they were all dcslroyccl d u 1· i ng Lhc season . Terns are nest i n g  

t h i s  yeai ·  ( 1 977) i n  t h e  ro ll i ng tai l i n g  piles on t h e  Waukegan lake l'ro n l  

west o f  t h e  B l ack-crowned Nigh t-Heron col o n y .  

''' Fro m nest record cards for the 1 980 nes t i ng sc<1so11 : O n  9 Ju11c, 

C .  N. Becker reported a t o  Lal of 29 Common Tern nest s  at Waukegan on 

the ash pond dike. Th i s  i ncluded l ncsl w i t h  I egg, 5 nests w i Lh 2 eggs, 

22 nests w i th 3 eggs, and I nest  w i th 2 eggs and I young . On 22 June  2 2 ,  

D .  J o h n son reported the ent ire colony abandoned. 

'' From a 6 August 1983 memo fro m  Randy Hei do rn lo  M i ke S weet: 

A Ju l y  8 .-; u 1·vey found 32  n ests w i th 19 ch icks  and 8 egg.� . Two young 

birds were f'ound dead. Heidorn e s t i mated that 2 1 -2 8  b i rds h ad fledged 

by the t ime or th is  s u rvey.  

''' From a 15 August  1983 report by M i ke S weet o n  the 1983 

nesti n g  season based on fi ve s urveys or the Waukeg<m col o n y :  

2 .l une:  2 4  nes ts, 6 5  eggs, 0 ch i cks,  0 fledgli ngs 

I 0 Ju ne: 28 nests, 70 eggs, 9 ch i cks ,  () fledgl ings 

14 J u n e :  :n nests, 74 eggs, 13 c h icks ,  0 fledg l i ngs 

8 J u l y :  8 eggs, 1 9  c h i cks ,  21 fledgl i ngs (Th i s  appears to 

vary somewhat from Randy Hci dorn ' s memo c i ted above.) 

11 August : 0 nests, 0 eggs, 0 ch icks,  0 fledgl ings  

" '  From a 15 May 1 985 report by M ike S weet o n  the 1984 nest i ng 

season : I-le recorded th ree s urveys of Lhe Waukegan colony:  

4 June:  I S  nests ,  39 eggs, ( )  ch icks ,  0 fledgl i ngs, 22 adu l ts 

23 J u ne :  2 ncs1 s ,  2 eggs, 2 chicks,  0 ll cdg l i ngs, 9 adu l ts 
27 J u l y : ( )  nests, 0 eggs, 0 c h icks, 0 fledgl i ngs, ( )  adu l ts 

Vol. 8, ]\J o. H 

-- Glen Krnsc 
llli1 1ois 1Je1 1art11n:nt of Natural Resources 

SprinR/ield, IL 6270 I 

the i slan d.  Moreover vegetat ion was 
growi n g  on the o uter perimeter of 
the rcnce, l a rgely obsc u ring my s ig h t  
I i  nes of' b i rds  o n  n e s t s .  Once l cli m bed 
atop t he roof or my car to try to l ook 
down in to  the enclosure. Th i s  seemed 
lo raise the i re of the ent i re colony as, 
en rnassc, they took off and headed 
s t ra ight  for me, s c rea m i ng the i r 
h igh-pi tched "tee-arr-r+" calls .  l 
was m ore t ha n  a I i  t t le concernccl, as 
they arc known to rcl c�1...;e feces al 
an �l ttacker al the low poi n t  o r  these 
aggress ive d i ves .  

On 13 July 1998 ,  Horstmann, l ,  
and a Com Ed employee c lonnecl h <ll'd 
hats and walked the pe n i n s ula to the 
enclosure .  Ign ori ng the protesti ng 
and attac k i ng adults we used the i n su­
l ated gate h andle  and went ins ide.  We 
saw s i x  down-covered tern ch i cks, 
h id i ng beh i ncl vegetat ion or scurry i n g  
around L o  a v o i d  us .  Hors tmann p ho­
tographed several . The total n umber 
of young b irds for the season ,  ei ther 
in the enclosure or fly i ng,  turned o u t  
to b e  seven ,  s e e n  t h e  followi ng week . 
We had confi rmat i on of s uccessful 
nesting of t h i s  l l l i no i s  endangered 
species. 

A uthor's Note: ln my first survey 
ut tf1is site, in May of' / 999, I saw 
01>17roxim.utcly 2.f Common Terns 
1>ree11.i11g, nwte�feeding, und defend­

ing territory. 

-Donuld R. Dunn, 
60 Ravinoaks Lmw 

Highlwul Pork, IL 60035 
don n i cbi rd @ rn sn . com 
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An Inti111ate Vievv : 
The Ring-Billed Gull Life Cycle 
in the new Waukegan Colony 

On 3 M ay 1 9 % ,  I was 
bird ing Waukegan Beach on Lake 

Mich i gan  in Lake Cou n ly .  I l l i no is ,  

when a l arge commotion o f' gu l l s  
abo u l  l ( ) () y ards wes l  o r  t he  beach 

caugh t my eye. J wal ked toward lhe 
s i te lo d i scover an  u n d isturbed area 

of pri v ate property encircled by a 

protected fence. An enormous flock 
o r  R ing-bi l l ed G u l l s  (Larus delu­

wurensis) appeared to be stagi ng  i n  
t h i s  open and fl a t  area. As  I wa l ked 

c loser. l saw hundreds or gu l l s  s i l l i n g  
on  vegelat ion. I L  appeared that a new 

gu l l  colony had starlecl in I l l i no i s .  

Actual ly ,  people who worked near 
lhe area had seen sim i I ar acti v i ty al 

t h i s  l ocation in lhe spri ng  and s um­

mcrnf 1 995 . Be l ween 1 98 1  and 1 98 8 ,  

observers had also recorclec\ a Ccw 

g u l l  nests near t h i s  colony.  

I counlcd al least  740 nesls lha l  

day in  M ay .  S i nce I only counted 

from the ea.st s ide of the fence, more 
nests could h ave present e lsewhere 

that I did not see. I d i dn ' t  make an­
other nes l  cou n t  t hat summer.  How­

e ver, J cou n ted 1 ,460 nests there on  
1 4 M ay 1 997,  nearly tw i ce  the  1 996 

to ta l .  Th i s  coun t  i n c l uded v iews from 

the sou lhwesl sect ion ,  m ade by gai n ­
i ng access t o  t h e  pri vatc parki ng lo t  

jus t  sou lh  o l. the colony.  

Nest Cycle 

Cou rt.sh i p  dance and copu l a t i on 
begi n s  the R i ng-bi l led Gul l cycle .  I 

have  seen R ing-bi l leds copu l a t i ng a 
n um her o f' t i mes i n  /\pr i l  lo car ly May 
a lo 1 1g  the  Evans to11 l akc l'ronl and al  
Chicago· s Monlro .se Harbor. These 

s i tes a rc 23 aml 20 m i l es respect i ve ly  

] 4  

b y  Eri c  Wal ters 

T h is Ring-/Jil/ed Gull is using the long-cal/ di.117/oy to deter its opponent. 
Photo wk en 1111 J J June 1 997 ut Mont mse Beoch, Chicugo, Cook Co. hy Eric 
Wu/ters. 

from the nearest colony .  I h av e  also 

seen a subac\ u l t  pair cop u l at ing as l ate 

as 22 M ay in Evan s ton .  These obser­
v at i ons s ugges t  t he  i n i t i al s tages o l' 

the  b reed i n g  cycle need not occur 

near t he co lony .  

R i ng-b i l led Gu l l s  express lerri lo­
r ial de l'ense and domi nance in spe­

c ifi c  way s .  Two common expres­

s ions  are lhe "long cal ls" and "opcn­

wing charges" (Ryder 1 99 3 ) .  The 
"l ong cal ls" d i sp lay s larls w i th a gu l l  

s luwly  bowing i ts head down lo wards 
i ts l'eet and then s lowly rai .s i ng  it back 

up to shoulder level . Ex lended cal l 
no les occu r  dur ing t h i s  w h o l e  se­

q uence. hence the name. " long ca l l" .  

Bowing of lhe  head doesn ' t  i nd i calc 
subservi ence; ratherthe dominant  gu l l  

performs lh i s  behav i or .  I ts eyes are 
always on lhc b ird to w h i ch  i l  is cl i s­
p l ay i  ng aggress ion .  I /' the weaker gu 1 1  

doesn ' t  move away i n  response lo a 

" long cal l " ,  lhc cal l i ng gu l l  w i l l  o f' lcn 
walk s lowly  in the d i rect ion of its 

opponent .  Th i s  usual l y  is enough lo 

move the weaker one away . T-Towcvc1·. 
i i. t h i s  st i l l  doc.sn ' l work, then a gul l 
m ight u se an "open -w i nged cha 1·gc". 

An "opc 11 -wi ng charge" can oc­
c u r  over rood d i spu tes, pr ime roosl­

i n g  locat i om; ,  and territor i al c lai 111. s .  

B u l  i t  i s  i n  colonies  w here i t  can be 

seen most  freq uen l ly .  There, gu 1 1  s 
arc less tolerant to i n v as ion of nes t i ng 

space. A n  "open-wing  charge" .s tarts 

w i l h  the gu l l  extend ing i t s  w i ngs per­

pend i cul ar lo i ts oppone n t  fo l l owed 

by a mad rush w i th i ts b i l l  wide open . 
No cal l i ng occurs du ring t h i s  d i sp lay 

despite i ts b i l l  bei ng Cu l ly ope n .  Th i s  

d i sp lay real l y  looks fearsome and i l  

consi stent ly  works. 

Ring-b i l l ecls are s ingle-brooded. 

and d i splay a l arge range o l' nesl dates. 
For exam pl e. peak egg-layi n g  in a 

southern On lario colony was fro n 1  
mi d -Apri l t o  J u l y  ( Ry der 1 9 9 3 ) . 

"Birds show strong fidel i ty lo colony 

s i te and spec ifi c  area in colony" ;  older 

i nd iv idua l s  beg in  egg lay i n g  up lo 
two weeks earl ier  than young bi rd s ;  

younger bi rd.s ( second years ) breed 

regu lar l y ;  two lo four cgg.s arc l a id .  

Three i s  the most common 11 umbcr 
(Ryder I 9lJ3 ) .  

M y  1 997 nc.c.; t  coun t  cons i s ted 
m a i n l y  of r·u l l  ad u l L.c.; .  Lale1· i 11 M ay or 

M ead owlark 



.J u ne, younger  hi nJs appeared at lhe 

s i te .  Those arri v i ng I atcr  i n  the season 

were not the dominan l  adu l ts and 

thcre /"ore had lo scl l l e  for l ess des i r­
able nes t i ng  s i tes luward lhe co lony 

/"r i nge.  Th i s  a l so  app l i es to set t l i ng /"or 

.c; i lcs such as dense herbaceous and/or 

shrub  cover, a l ocal io 11 R i n g-bi l l cc\s 
a vo id  ( Ryder 1 993 ) .  

M osl data from t h e  t hree I l l i no is  
co l on i es ,  Drcsdcn/He idccke Lake, 
Lake Cal umel, and now Waukegan , 

correlate w i l h  nat ional average of 

about t h ree eggs per nest. Al al I s i tes, 
lhe onsel of  nest ing occurred in l ale 
Apri l ,  w i th nest count  peak aroun d  
mid-May . 

I nc ubat ion a vcrages 26 days .  The 
young .c; Lay i n  t he  nesl  Cor abou l I 0 
days pr ior lo fl edging ( i .� .. juveni l es 

leav i ng  l hc nesl but  s laying w i th in a 
50 yard rad ius ) .  About four clays after 
fledgi ng, the young l eave lhe nest 
s i te,  but  rema i n  no  more than abo u l  

4 0  m eters away . T h e  young depart the 

colony J l days afler lkclgi ng (Ryder 
1 99 3 ) .  The young at the  Wau kegan 

co lony had l" ledged by lhe fi rst week 

of J un e  1 997 .  

At  the other colon ies i n  northeast 

I l l i no i s ,  fl edgi ng has been observed 

weeks l ater w i l h  m id-J une be ing  the 
earl iest, but t h i s  could be a function 

of lack of consi sten t observat ion .  Al 

Table I.  R i ng-b i l led C u l l  L i fe Cyc l e  

0 11scl 

Copu l al io 11 & cuu r lsh ip Apri l 8 

Egg l ay i ng & nes t ing  Apri l  l .'.1  

Max i m u m  nesl count na 

Hatc h i n n  b May 1 0  

Fledg i ng May 20 

Leave colo 1 1y grounds!\/\ May 3 1  

Juven i les  depart area June  28# 

Acl u l ls depart area Ju ly  25 

Lake Calu met in 1 99 1 ,  h ale heel young 
w ere seen on  25 M ay ( fi de Wal ter 

M arcisz) ,  wh ich wou ld  pu l  fl edging 

no l ater than S June, consistent w i th 
Waukegan ' s  1 997 res ul ts .  Th i s  June 

fl edging would co inc ide w i th  egg l ay­

i ng  occurr i 1 1g i n  the lasl  week of Apri l .  

Tab le  I su mmari1..es the I l l i no i s  

data pub l i shed from lhc  three gu l l  

colonies,  o ther pub l i shed research ,  

and my data. This  chart refers on l y  to 

b i rds Crom the breed ing colon ies .  The 
dates prov ide a general es ti m ated ti me 

J"rame l ikely accurate w i th i n  a week 

in I l l i no is  for the onset and peak cat­

egori es .  The "End i ng" col u m n  relics 
heav i ly o n  publ i s hed data from out­

side I l l i nois colon ies (Ryder 1 993 ) .  

For  example,  t he end ing  o f  l he  

"Adu l t s  depart area" l i ne i s  an est i­
mate based sole ly on the fact that  the 

Peak End ing 

May 5 *  .J u ly  .'.1 
M ay l (V J ul y  1 0  

May 25 n a  

J u n e  5 ''' Augus l  S 
J u ne l Y:' A ugus t  J S  
J une 25 August 2.'.1 

July J 9# Scptc 111 ber '.) 

August  2.'.1 September 25 

adults wou ld  have fin i s hed the i r  body 

moll by then and would be mov ing .  I 

h ave recorded thei r fal l  m igra t ion 
dur ing October to m icl- Novcrn bcr, 

wh ich  supports this cs  t i  m ated depar­

ture date. The l i ne, "Ju ven i l es deparl 
area" for the "Onset" and "Peak" re­

fer to e igh t  years of personal data. 
More research wou lei cerlai n l y  be of 

in terest, espec i al l y  s i nce I l l i no i s  i s  at 

lhc southern end of this species" breed­
i n g  range and should have earl ier  av­

erages than s i tes further north .  

Peak egg-l ay i n g  a n d  nest i n g  
act i v i ty  appears lo occ u r  consistent ly 

between 20 Apri l and 25 May .  These 

elates re l"lec l  lhe approx i m ate median 

elate in the eye le for each category . 
AA This  re l"ers to  j u ven i les more 

than 50 yards, but  w i th i n  a m i l e  of t he 

colony s i te .  

f?ing-Billcd gulls, Dempster Street /Jeuch, J:;vw1ston IL, 20 Moy 1 997. Photo hy Tony Kelly. 
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fo u n d  l h a l  a d u l t s  dese r t ed  

eggs when a raccoon came b y  a l  

n ight .  That resu l ted i n  lh c  deaths  

o l' 32 lo 87  e mbryos, wh i ch  h ad 

coo led below l h c  ternperalu re re­

qu i  rcd for i n cubat ion ( E m l e n  e l  

a l .  1 966) .  

# These two s lat i s l i c s  were 

compi l ed rrom e i ght  years o r 

d at a  c o l  l ec l ed al E v a n s t o n  

(norlh Cook Co un ly ) .  l l  refers 

lo t he  average arri v a l  dale or 

peak count or j u ve n i l es al that 

local i on .  Evanston is 27 m i les 

( a n d  2 3 )  l'ro m the C a l u m e l  

(and W au kegan )  colon ies .  The 

ear l i est j u ve n i l e  arri va l  was on 

2 2 J une  1 990 w h i l e lhe maxi m u m  

peaks were abou l  700 j u ven i l es 

on 1 3  Ju ly 1 990 and 400 on 1 4  

July 1 993 ,  respecti v e l y .  

Fledglings ' 
Successes and Dangers 

The young sturted hutching in curly June ut the 
Wu11kegun Colony. Photo tu ken 6 June J 997 in 
Wo11kegu11, Lake Co. hv Eric Walters. 

H u m a n  i n l ru s ion  h as i m ­

pacted Lhe colony ' s  reproduct ion 

success .  Th i s  in trus ion causes 

an i n terru p t ion or  nest i ng act i v ­

i ty ,  w h ich leads to  the eggs be i n g 

exposed Lo l ow or ambien l  tem­

peratures .  Th i s  d i s t urbance can 

rcs u l l  i n  a 1 6  Lo 3 1  perL'.enl de -

After hatch i ng , the  need for food 

i nc reases. R i ng-bi l led G u l l s  ma i n l y  

eat fish a n d  i n sects. O n e  pare n t  does 

95% of the foragi ng al the peak of 

hatch i ng . The olher pare n t defends 

the nesl site .  Th i s  foragi ng aetiv i ly  

occurs d ur i ng Lhe fi rst two and l as l  

two hours o f  the day ( Ryder 1 993) .  

W i l h  so many gu l ls hatch ing and 

fledg i ng , compel i l ion for food l i ke l y  

dri ves g u l l s  l o  n e w  areas . Pressure Lo 

fi n d  new rood sou rces is w hal may 

have driven ad u l ls i n  Lo flooded fie lds  

dur ing t he ear ly J u ne of 1 993 ( Cicle 

Joe M i losevich) or i n to s ub urban  al ­

l eyways in  nearby towns duri ng l he 

l ast l wo spring and s u m mers (fide 

Walter Marcisz) .  J u veni les C<lll ' t com­

pete with  adu l ls for rood s i tes near the 

co lony,  so t hey leave the a rea sooner 

than adu l l s  lo ri n d  rood .  

T h e  need for food a n d  t h e  search 

i n  out ly i ng  areas frorn Lhe colony s i lc 

can l ead lo d isasler for the young 

b irds .  Large- scale clealh from starva­

t ion w as documented i n  1 997 .  Over 

600 j u ven i l es were found dead in out­

l y i ng southern Cook County suburban 

l ocal ions ( I  I Ju l y  TV news reporl, 

ride Wal ter Marc is1.) . I round n u m er­

ous dead j u ven i l es in the summer or 

1 997 near lhe Waukegan colony s i le 

a;; well as in lhe Evanston area. 

F l edg i 11 g  is a l i me in wh ich  n u -

1 11ernus teJT i Lori a l  sk i rm i shes occur .  
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Adul ts attack other chicks who cross 

i nto t h e i r  terri lory ,  and w i l l  peck 

them to dealh (Ryder 1 99 3 ) .  I saw 

one chick who apparently lost trac k 

of i ls paren ls and w ho went  up to 

nu merous other adults,  only Lo be 

attacked o n  i t s  n eck .  The gul l  was 

b i tt e n  so bad ly Lhal ils neck was 

bl oodied w i t h  a n  exposed wound. 

Y o u n g  gul l s can also become 

"road ki l l . " Their lack o -f exper ience 

wi lh rasl- mov ing  cars and s l ow reac­

t ion  t i mes to dangerous  s i tuat ions 

leave many de�1d .  One recen l  su mmer 

clay, 75  were found  dead along Stony 

Is l and A ve nue very near the Lake 

Calumet col ony (fide Wal ler M arcisz ) .  
I fou n d  n u me ro u s c a s u a l t i e s  t h e  

summer of 1 997 along McCormick 

Boulevard i n  Skok ie  and Evanston .  

Weakness l'ro 111 l ack  or food and 

foragi ng  i n  garbage d u mps or other 

u n heal thfu l  areas could i n lroduce bac­

ter ia or v i ruses i nto a young gul l ' s  

syslcm, w h i ch cou l d  u l ti mate l y cause 

deal h .  Accounts  of bolu l i sm have 

been reported, and p robabl y look Lhe 

I i ves of 600 g u l ls belween 1 959 and 

1 964 (B lokpoel and Tess ier  1 986 ) .  

Other factors contr ibute to  the  

death s of young gu l l s .  Mamma l s  

such  as  coyotes, raccoons ,  skunks ,  
or even rals  i nv ade col on ies .  The 

fa i l ur e  of the  1 993 C ru ndy and W i l l  

Coun ty colony was probably clue lo 

repeated coyote predat i on ( fide Joe 

M i l osevi c h ) .  One .-; Ludy from 1 96.'i 

sert i on  of nests (Vermeer 1 970  

& Sou thern and  Sou lhern 1 98 1  ) .  I n  

Lhe s p r i ng or 1 994, dreclg i ng act i  v i  ly 

and the resu l t ing  lruck traffic al Lake 

Cal umel d i sturbed nesti ng g u l l s .  The 

use of a c annon Lo create loud no i ses 

fri ghtened away the g u l l s  ( Cictc Wal­

ler Marc isz) .  These disturbances may 

have cau sed a 25 percent drop in nest 

n u m bers from Lhe annual esti mate 0 1· 
about I 0,000 nests . Thal  means some 

5000 l ess young fledged Lhat su m mer. 

Typica l ly ,  90 percent  of adu Its 

and 40 percen l  or ch icks return lo 

same colony lo nest ( Ryder 1 993 ) .  

This Ring-hilled Gull.fledged scw'rul 
duys /Jc/(Jrc Eric Wultcr.1· took the 
p h o to on J J J u ly / 9 9 7  1 1 1  t h e  

Wu11kl'gun Colony, !"ukc Co. 

Meadowl ark 



Ycl,  i n  1 995, the  Lake Cal umet  gu l l 
co l ony popu lat ion  drnpped lo an a l l­

l i rne l l)SJ()s low or  4.00() lo 5 , ( )( ) ( )  

nes t. -; .  That was Lhe sa 111c year the 

Waukegan colony orig i  natcd, and a l so 

when t h e  CJru ndy/W i l l  co lony had Lhe 

h i ghcs l  nes t i ng  tot a l s .  Perhaps the 

Lake Ca l u me t  b i rds were d i splaced 

Lo t hese o ther  s i  lcs .  

The Wau kegan co l o 1 1y caused 

s ign i ri can t  problems r·or the c i ly and 

nearby busi nesses. Low-I .l y i ng gu l l s  

and wandcri  n g  j u ven i les regu lar ly  

col l i dcd w i th  cars . 

A t  L h e  n e a r b y  
p u b l i c  b e ac h ,  

gu l l s  congregated 

in l arge masses . 
When fl u shed i n to 

f'l ight by hu mans, 

the gu l l s  oflen cle­

posi Led excrement  

0 11 Lhe beach and 

i nlo Lhe waler. Un-

sa l'e l e vels  or bac-

�·.,;ii�; teri a bel i eved to lJ 

The lot�ll R i ng-bi l l ed popula t ion  

pr ior  to fledg ing  was  esti 111atecl at 

38 , ()( )( ) ror 1 997 .  Th i s  n u 11 1bc 1· repre­

sents about 1 percen t  0 1· the worl d ' s  

R i  ng-b i l l ecl pop u l at i o n  based on  1 993 

1 1u 111bers ( Ryder 1 99 3 ) .  

The  R i ng-b i l l ed pop u l at i on i .-; 

poi sed r·or a s ig 11 i rica 1 1 t  popu la t i on  

gro w t h  i n  t he  11ear fu ture .  Us ing  es t i ­

mates based 011 R yder ( 1 993 ) . we  w i l l  

h ave an  cs t i  male of  48 ,000 gu l l s  rc­

L urn i ng i n  1 998 w i th t he  pote n t i al to 

breed . Th i s  i n c l udes a l mosl  35 ,000 

be caused by the These t wo Ring-hilled Gulls, OJ'/lroxinwtcfy 15 du .rs old, 
gu I l s  excre 111en t  hu i •c /cfi the confines of' the c;o/nnr und 1 1 1n1 ·  /Jcgin /if(· on 
was b lamecl ror the their 01 1 ·n .  Photo tukcn on 1 1  Ju/\' J lJ lJ 7  ut the Wuukegon 
record n u m ber or colony, Luke Co. hy Eric Wolters. 

clays the  Wauke-
gan beach was c losed dur i ng  the sum­

mer of I 997 ( fide Chi cago Tr ibu 11 e ) .  

Th i n  ri l amC11t  w i re h a s  been pl aced 

on the sand n10 u 11 cl i n  the m idd le  of 

Lhe colony lo preven t  the g u l l s  from 

lan d i n g  and cons ideri ng  u s i ng  Lhe 

d u 11e  for nes t i ng .  

I n  1 997, an es l ima led 1 6,500 

Ri ng-b i l led G u l l  nests were round i n  

the sou t hwestern Lake M ich igan ba­

s i n  ( Lake Cal u met 1 0,000+; n orth­

w s t  fnd ian-1 nbou 'l 5.,000; Waukeg<tn 
uboul 1. ,500 · Wil l/Gru ndy cou n t i es 

none). Th i s  corresponds to 33 000 

breed ing adu l ts presen t  during lhc 
nnsct or nest i ng. A s igni l'i can l  n u m­
ber Of '  11 L1-breCUCl'S WOLi. it! have been 
presenl as we l l .  A conservali ve es t i­
mate rro m 1his region wou l d  be al 
h::as1 �.ooo non-breeder · ( t he vast 
11 1 a jor i 1 y  �UT in s ubad u l l , 2. 1 1 (1 yea 1' 

1) l u 111 age ) . 
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adu l t s  ( i nc l u d i ng the  5 ,000 subaclu l ts  

now matLl l'e ) ancl 1 3 ,000 young bi rds .  

Th i s  n u m ber  represc 11 ts a one-year 

1 5  percent growth  rate. 

W h i l e  t h e  Ri ng-b i l led h as n ' t  

11ested south o f  the G real Lakes i n  the 

M idwest u n t i l  the He iclecke Lake/ 

Dresden Lake locati ons,  Lhe ex peeled 

f'u lure popu la t ion  explos ion wou l d  

appear l o  b e  t h e  factor thal  cou l d 

crealc new colon i es lo the sou th .  

The Waukegan c l1,1ny hns e .  rnb-
1 i, .hed u foothold i n  L h  are�1 and ap­
pears to be g rowing rapid ly.  W hat the 
effects of t l1 i s  pop u l ation o r  the pre­
dicted futu re explosion of numbers 
w i l l  hnve on humans w i l l  l i k�Jy be­

come Lhc suhje ·t of m uch i n tcrc�t .  
U n  L i ]  then, Lhe lower Lake Michigan 
w i l l  con t inu > Lo offer i tse l f  ·1s an ex­

cel l en t  summer home for the R i ng­

h i l led G u l l .  
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rm·ncrs of' the Wllukcgun colony site 

.filled the l lrcu 1 1 · /th fishing wire lo 
kcc/J the hirds fi·om nesting in / lJlJ8. 

f-Jow1'1'er, the gulls uppro/iriutcd w1 
w·eu ohout 75 yu nls west oj' the 
originlll site, 1 11herc they nested in 
I 1)1)8. On 3 1  Moy / lJlJ8, I here were 
850 nests on the site. The .first sign 
of . fledged young ( 13 totcil) wos o n  
3 1  Moy / 1)1)8. O n  3 July l lJIJ8, !here 
wae / , 66.5 udu/1.1· ond 325 j11pe11ilcs 
J lrcse11/. In / l)l)L) the Jln>pe rty o w11ers 
used 1'o rin11s me/hods lo deter /; 111/s 

ji·n1 1 1  hrccdi1 1g .  As o(this 1 11riting !he 

1 1 1cthods hm•c lic«n .1· 1 1t u; .1' . \/i1/. 
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Butterflying for Birders 

An Eastern Wood-Pewee 
w h is t les "pee-err," pee-a-wee" and 

" fcc-ba-dcc" in random order .  A 

Caro l i na Wren shouls  i ts  " lca-kelt l e" 

cal l s  1·ro111 the rav ine. and an I nd igo 

B un l i  ng .s i ngs i l series o f  pai red noles .  

Al l  as color  creeps i n to the easlern 
sky,  and a.s I figh t  

lo wake up  Crom 

a cool n ight  that 

inv i les s leep.  

A Yc l l o w­

b i  I l e d  C u c koo  

adds a series 0 1· 

"k lowps," and a 

F i e l d  S p arro w  

ro l l.-;  h i s  s o n g s  

lo a s lop .  

By 7 a . 111 .  

the b i  rel chorus  

dwind les, and the 

grasshopper/c icada choru s  b u i l ds .  

Even t h e  abrupt cal l s  of  a Wh i tc­

eyed V i reo don't  rev i ve i l . A lkr  a l l ,  

whal ' s  lo s i n g  abou t 0 11 t he  Ci r.s t  day 
o l' A u gus t ?  The l i t t l e  a m o u n t  o l' 

act iv i ty doesn ' t  do m uch lo excite th i s  

birder.  ] [ ' s no excuse lo stay home,  
though ,  not when the bu l ler l'l i es  wi l l  

begin  bask ing, !'l y ing .  and reeding as  

soon as d i rect  s u n l ight reaches c< 1 111 p .  
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I rem e m ber c o m ­

pla i n i n g  abou t bu l terCl i c s  
C 

by Kathy Phelps 

fl y i ng  i nto the trees when r 1-----------� 

t. h  h i nd w i ngs. 
Two rows o f  or­

a nge spots edge 
a b lue area L l tl­

dernc:ub on t he i r  
h i r  ti-w i ngs. A 

was try i ng to locale birds .  Tha l  wa.s 

before I became i n lcrcsted i n  bul lcr­
l'l i es .  S i nce b i rds  become ac l ive i n  

t he  earl y  m o rn i n g  a n d  butterfl ie .-, 

wai l for lhe sun  lo warm lhem before 

they fly ,  i l  s i mpl ifies th i ngs !'or l h i s  

b i rder-bu tlcrfl icr .  

I camp at rn ral property we own 
seven m i les southeast of H arri sbu rg. 

I m ow lhc area around  the camper 

and let the rest of the :n acres grow 

natural l y .  The m i xt u re of woods, two 

ravi nes .  and barrens  (a  prai ri e - l i ke 

p l a n t  co 111 m u ­

n i ly w i th  scat­

tered t rees)  o l'­

J'crs a vari e ty or 

habi lat .  

s u n  I i  g h t  

s l i p s  over  l h c  

d r i v e w a y  a n d  

t h e  w i l d  bcrga-

111o1 ( !vJ m Ill rd ii 

/i.1· 1 it!o.rn) bor­

der ing i t .  The 

l'i rs l  S picebush 
S w a l l o w t a i l 

bu llerl' ly sai l s  in and l ands on the p i nk  

lfowers .  iL.s l'orewi ngs cont i nu­

a l l y  beati ng as i t  s ips  nectar. 

Soon lwo more jo in  i t .  They 

fly abou l ,  feed, and occas ion­
al I y bask w i th t he i r  b l ack  

wi ngs open flat. A l l  t he  act i v ­

i ty  gi vcs a good v iew o l' l hc  

row o l. l i ght  spo ts  edg ing the  

wi ngs aml the  w�1 sh  o l' b l ue  on  

Tiger Swa l lowtai l jo in s  t hem .  I ts bo ld  

ye l low and b l ack  pallern makes i t  

easy lo identi fy .  Swa l l owtai l s  arc 
l arge but tcrCl i e s  w i t h  w i ngspans  

rang ing between 2 .5  and  5 .5  inches.  

and  w i t h  ta i l - l i k e  p rojec t ions  on 

their h i nclw i ngs .  Six species occu r  

i n  I l l i no i s .  

A s  the  sun l ight covers more veg­

cla l ion ,  lhe bu tterfl i e s '  area of ac l iv­
i ly broadens .  B u tterfl i es are co ld  
b looded and need the sun l igh t  to warm 

the i r  blood and fl ight musc les .  

Nex t  cornes a G reat Spangled 

Friti l lary . I ts l arge s i ;:e, orange a11d 

brown  w i ngs w i lh a b lack pattern,  

aml  s i lver spols underneath on t he  

h i ndwi ngs rn ake i t  anolher butterfly 
easy lo iclen t i l'y. I t  and lhe Vari cgalcd 

Fri l i l l ary are lhe on l y  l'ri l i l l ar ics i n  

sou thern I l l ino i s ;  three other species 
occur  i n  norlhern I l l i no i s .  

Fri t i l l ar ics arc one of lhe many 

members of lhe l arge d iverse Fam i ly  
N y m ph al idac, or bru s h - Cools .  The 

l'ronl  pa i r  or  legs  on  brush-foo l s  are 

greal ly reclucecl, g iv i ng  them the im­
press ion or  h av i n g  on ly  four legs .  

A m a l e  

Zabu lon Skip­
p e r  z i p .s i n ,  

l an ds o n  l h e  

m i n l, spreads 
i t. s  h i nd-wi ngs 

o u t 1 · 1  a 1 , a n  d 

ang les  i ts fOl'e-

Meadowlark 



w i ngs .  /\ t  l east t h e  

Zabulon i s  one o l' the 

l'o l dccl -w i  ng sk i  ppcrs 

w i t h a d i s t i n c t i v e  

palle rn .  

A fe male Zabu lon  basks on the  

g ras s .  The male approac hes her from 

beh i nd ,  h i s  w i ngs in a rapi d  fl u t ter as 

he bu mps her. She  Cl utters her w ings  

i n  protest ,  and he !'l ies back to the  

mi nts .  He's  patterned most ly  w i th 

orange and ye l low w i t h  a l i tt le 

bro w n ;  she ' s  most ly b rown w i th 

l ight  spots on the rore w i n g .  

New bi rders f'i nd sparrows 

c o n fu s i n g .  A s  their  ex peri e n c e  

grows they find !'a l l  warblers a 

c h a l lenge and then real l y  com­

p 1 ai  n a bo u t  s h o re b i rd s .  T h e y  

shou l d  try sk i ppers.  A few spec ies  

are so s i m i lar  i t  takes m i c roscopic 

exam i natio n  of their gen i tal i a  for 

pos i ti ve ident i f icat i o n .  I clon '  t do that .  

I use the "my fi rst guess i s" ph i l oso­

phy .  Al  least a bu tterrl y  spec i men 

can be co l lected and sen t lo an expert 

Cur i den tificati on .  I send m i n e  to .Ti m  

W i k e r, a l'i e l d  assi s t a n t  w i t h  the  

I l l i noi s  S tate Muse u m .  

F ifty- two spec ies  of s k i p pers 

occ u r  in I l l i n o i s .  S k i p pers aren ' t  

true bu t tcrl'I ies: Bul terfl ies and moths 

belong to  the O rder Le p i doptcra.  

B u tterfl i es are then d i v ided i n t·o two 

supc rfarn i l i e s :  the true b u l lcrfl i es 

(Pap i  I i ono idea)  a n d  t h e  s k i ppers 

( Hcspcro idea) . True b u tterfl ies h ave 

narrow bodies, long antennae, ancl 

bri g h tl y  col o red fol I w i ngs.  S kippers 

are stockier and more compact l i ke 

moths ,  with short tri ang u l ar w i n gs 

that arc most often d u l l  colored.  

The sky rem a i n s  c lear, and a 

breeze b l o w s .  A W h i te-breas ted 

Nutha tch g ives "yank" c a l l s  as it  

moves th rough the  woods, and a S u m ­

rne r  Tan ager repeats "pit- i -tuk-tuk" 

rrorn perches around cam p .  

A fter a g l ass o f  iced Lea, I wa lk  
the road look i n g  ror more spec ies .  

Old roads 1 ikc th is  one,  w i th t he woods, 

wet spots,  and a roads i de m i x  lure of 
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weeds and n a t i v e  p l ants pro v i d e  some 

o l' the best bullerrly ing (un less the 

county  mows the  roadsides l i ke Liley 

did l wo months ago) .  

There ' s  a pudd l e  party g o i n g  on . 

The mo is ture rrom a rainy day before 

yes terday attracts several  speci e.s o r  

butterfl ies .  N e w l y  e m erged m a l e s  

c o m e  to the road for the  m o i sture 

and l'or sal t s  and m i n erals needed 

ror ma L i ng .  

S i xteen Pearl Crescenls fan the i r  

wi ngs as  they  walk  around and hold 

them c l osed as they s i p .  They ' re 

smal  !er  and h a  vc less  contrast to the ir  

orange and brown pattern than the 

h i n dwi ng,  and a w h i te band w r�1 ps 

part way around the eye s pot on the 

forewing .  B uckeyes m i g rate rrom the 

south and ret u rn  i n  lhe fa l  I .  

The brown and Lan pattern oJ '  lhc 

three Taw ny Emperors m atches the 

color o r  the wet di rt ,  u n t i l  they open 

thei r w i ngs and fl ash the patterned 

ora11ge above. 

A H ackberry Empcrnr lands on 

the edge o r  my sleeveless b louse.  I 

don ' t  feel a t h i n g  as i t  s ips  sweat 

lrorn m y  shou lder. Th is  u p-cl ose 

view shows al l the b l ack spols on 

i ts  bro w n  and cream w i ngs .  

A Q u e s t i o n  Mark w al k s  

aro u nd o n  the road, fann ing  i ts 

wi ngs and si pping.  I ts  brown pat­

tern u n derneath and shape give i t  

t he  ap pearance o f  a dead l eaf; 

ra n n i n g  t h e  w i n g s s h o w s  t h e  

bri l l i ant orange with brown mark-

ings on the !me w i n g  and the deep 

brown of lhe h indw i ng .  

c an ' t  see t h e  s i l ver q u est ion 

mark u n de rn eat h on the h i nd w i n g 

S i l v e ry C h e c k e r s p o t .  ---------� 
G Both spec ies l'l y now.  

from here. The Eas tern 

C o rn ma h a s a si I v e r  

comma.  T o  see these 

markings req u i res a co­

operative  bu tterfl y .  Of­

ten, I use the tail shape 

to differentiate the two: 

The Eastern Tai led­

B l ue ' s  l i ght b l u e-gray 

matches the color o r  the 

rocks.  Seven l ' I  i t  about ,  

a l l  ma les .  Males  are  b l u e  

above and t h e  females 

bro w n .  They rub their 

h i nd w i n gs back a n d  

forth ::is they s i t  on the 

ground.  A red area with 

a bl ack spot m akes a 

fa l se  t a rg e t  o n  t h e  

h i ndwing  t o  attrac l a 

p redato r ' s atte n t i o n  

away frnm the aclual  

h ead. T he tai l s  become 

"antennae. "  The movement i ncreases 

the allraction. 

One o f' Lhe fi ve  common buck­

eyes l an ds beside me as I sit o n  the 

road, at first fann i n g  i ts  brown wi ngs  

and then  ho I cl i ng them fl at .  An orange 

band connects two eye spots on the 

H 

The Question Mark has 

a longer narrower tai  I 
a n d  t h e  C o m m a  a 

shorter wider one .  

Th e Q u e s t i o n  

Mark, Eastern Comma, 

Mou rn i n g  Cloak,  and 

Goat-weed Lcafw i ng 

al l  overwi nter as adults  

and w i l l  e merge Crom 
h i bernation on w arm, 

s u n n y  w i nter days. T hese spec i es 

se l dom v i s i t  flowers a n d  i n stead 

prefer sap fl ows, rotti n g  fru i t, ani ma l  

droppings ,  a n d  carrion . 

The n i ne Red-S potted Purples 

e i ther  s lowly  fan their black w i ngs or 

hold them c losed. The purp l i sh b l ue 

shines o n  the  u pper h i nd w i ngs when 
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l hcy ' rc open , and orange .-; pols show 

when they ' re c l osed. They resemble  a 

Sp icebush S wal lowtai l ,  on ly  wi lhou l 

lhe tai l s .  

Except ror lhe 

E a s l e rn  Tai  l cd ­

b l ues, a l l  lhe p ml­

d l i ng spec ies repre­

sent di ffcrcn l sub­

fami I ics orL11c brush­

fooled fami l y .  

A s m a l  I brown  
butterfly fl ies  l ow 

over  the road i n  a 

hopping-sty l e  fl igh l ,  i t s  w i n gs he ld  

more upri gh t ,  bare ly  fl app ing .  S alyrs 

fl y th i s  way ,  l and ing  in a 

sunny  spol .  Through  my K 

b inocul ars l see the s i l ver 

area with b l ac k  spots on  the 

h i ndw ing  that i de n li l'y i l  as 
a· Gemmed Satyr. Satyrs 

have n umerous eye spots 

and arc shades of brown .  
S i x  spec ies 1· 1y i n  southern I l l i no i s .  

Then  w hen  J l h i nk  I ' ve seen a l ­

most al I t here i s  lo see, an A merican 

Snou l  !"l ies  al my approach and l ands 

on the  e ncl or  a dead bra nch i n  an oak 

tree. It ' s  e longaled pa lp i  g ive  i t  t he  

i mpress ion or  hav ing  a snout .  l l , lhe 

Hackbe rry Emperor, a 11 cl Tawny  

Emperor a l l  use h ackberry lrces as 

host  p lan t .  

l return lo camp and di scover a 
! a le-bloomi n g  bu lterf 'l y -weed now i 11 

the sun . A Monarch n ectars on t he  

orange flowers. The Monarch i s  our 

o n l y  member oC  the Dana inac sub­

fam i l y  o r  bru sh - foots.  Tl fl ies .  

Nex l ,  l head ror the bartTll S .  The 

r·i rsl V i rg in ia  l cspedeza lo have any 

flowers, attracts lhe 0 1 1  l y  Gray Hair­

s l reak around .  Borderi ng bl ack and 

w h i le 1 i nes pattern bolh w i ngs,  and 

i ls red area has two b lac k  spots .  H a i r­

slreaks arc smal l  rast - rl y i ng  bul lcr­

fl i cs w i t h  t i ny ta i l s  on the h i n cl w i ng. 

13 1 ucs, hai rsLreaks, and coppers 

make up lhe Fam i l y  T ,ycaen idae .  To 

ri m! any coppers, I ' d  have lo v i s i t  a 

s i l c  where dcicl\ g rn w�; ,  

N ol much  b looms  i n  t he  barrens 

now lo a llracl bu lterl 'l ies .  Later l h i s  

mon th  more V i rgi n i a  l cspcdcza, b ush 

c l overs ,  l i ck  l rc­

J'o i l s ,  t ickseed sun -
1· 1owers, and gold­

enrods wi  1 1  b loom.  

c a m p  

l u n c h .  

re tu rn l o  

a n d  e a t  

W a r m -

weat he r  c u m u l u s 

c louds begin bu i ld­

ing and occas ion­

al l y  bl ock the sun .  

The  h u mid i ty level  

r i  .<.;es w i t h  the temperature. 

A Cabbage White l ands 
on a selfheal and nectars on 

i t s  remai n i ng  t hree flowers.  

The butterfl y  is a l l  w h i le 

exccpl for t he  pale ye l low 

u n der on the h i ndwi ng .  A 

b lac k  spol and gray corner 

occu r  on lhe r·orew ings .  

A gree11 i s h ­

y e  l l o w  C l o u d­

less S u l p h ur fl ies  

through camp and 

l ands briefly o n  a 

partridge pea, one 

of i ls host p lan ls .  

Th i s  i s  a J'cmalc:  

she has a spot on 

both w i ngs;  males 

are sol id ye l low .  

Su lph u rs and 

wh i les belong lo 

lhe Pi eridae fam­

i l y ,  w h i c h  a l s o  i nc l udes Orange 
Ti p."> .  They'  re  mos  t i  y ye !  I ow, orange, 

or  w h i te w i t h  bl ack 

m a r k i n g s .  S e v e r a l  

species of  su lph u r  fl y 

i n  sou l hern I l l i no i s .  

Orange a n d  C l ouded 

Su l phur s  arc our mo.st  

commo11 ones .  Orange 

Su lphurs have va 1·y i n g  

shades or  orange o n  up­

A H o ary Edge ,  0 11 e  o r  t h e  

spread-wi nged �k i ppers, c i rc les t he  

fl owcrhcad on  a se l  1'11 eal ; 1 s  i t  i s  

s i ps from the  v io l et and w h ite ! " low­

e rs .  l l  holds its wi ngs al an angle ,  

show ing  the runy-eclged whi te  area 

underneath on the h i nd w i ng and t lH; 

dark ye!  low band on t he  f'orewi 1 1g .  

I t  darts up am! chase.-; a Sp icebush 

Swa l l owtai l .  

Several spec ies o l"sprcad- winged 

ski ppers occm i 11 Sou lhcrn I l l i no i s .  
As  the name suggests, spread-wi  1 1gcd 

ho ld  the ir  wi ngs ou l  l'lal w hen perched. 

Butterfly Counts 

M y  i nlcresl i n  butterfl ies i n vo lves  

more t han  wal k ing arou nd ta l l y i ng 

t h e m .  A c l i v i t i c s  assoc i a led w i t h  , 
b i rd ing a lso app l y  lo butter f'ly i ng :  

I keep  a l i fe l i s t ,  s i le l i sts ,  yard ! i s l ,  
and an I l l i no i s  year ! i s l .  My l i s l  ror 

h ere i nc l u des 64 spec ies and 47 i 11 

my yard. ll shocks people when I 

tel l lhem I can 

. r  saw 75 spec ies 

l a.s t su mmer i n  

southern l l l i no i s .  

The  I l l i no i s  
c h ec k l i s t i n ­

c l udes 1 29 spe­

c i e s .  a n d  7 1 7  

.spec ie .s occur 011 

lhe Norlh Amei-i­

c a n , n or t h o r  

Mex ico ! i s l .  As 

wi th  b i rds,  some 

occur in spec i J' ic 

habitats a11d o lhers in a vari ely . The 

best way lo l ocale a cerla i  n species ,  i s  
lo look i n  lhe v i c i n i ty 

or i t s  caterpi l lar  ho.s t 

plan t .  

p e r  w i n g  s u r race s .  L �����������---' 

1·c c ord [" l i g h t  
dates every year 0 11 

charts o r· grnph paper: 

this shows me whl: 1 1  
the species 1· 1y dur ing  

t he  season and how 

many broods occur. l 11 

sou lhcrn l l l i no i .-; bu l · C l o uded are ye l l o w  

above.  lcr J'l i e s  l " l y  rro m M arch t h rnug l 1  

Octobc 1·. cle 11Gnc l  i 1 1 g  Oil t he  weal IH;r. 

Meadowj a rl< 


