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On September 17, 191~9, 38 members of the [[aryland Ornitholocical Society 
~articioated in th~ first !arce-sca!e observation of hav~k nil:ration through our 
irate. Plans for this operation were laid ~cll in advance, and observers were 
issicned to observation posts on neari7 all of the parallel ridses which cross 
~aryland in Frederick, ~ashin~iton, Al!ecany, and eastern Garrett Counties. 

i 
ccasional observations had been made in previous years from Nonument Knob on 
0uth Mountain, and to a very limited extent on a f~v of t~e other ridges, but 
p until the present study no infornat'on ~as at aand for most of the rid<es, 
~or were there any comparative d~ta for t~o or more ridges on the same day. 

In order to cover as many observation posts as pos~ible on this first trip, 
everal persons ine~�9 in ha~ identification ~:~ere asked to man posts by 
hemselves with the understan@in~ that a count of migrating hawks, even though 
nidentified as to species, would be a valuable contribution to the study. Plans 
ere also made to give the neophytes a chance to join more experienced observers 
m some of the most pro~sin~: locations on the ~ ~ ~ o~!ov~ng da~. 

All observers were asked to keep records by half-hot~r intervals in order 
ithat starting and stopping time of any particular flicht, pe~f~ movements, and 
ithe passaze of any unusual birds co aL~ be checked from one station to another. 
~0rd of the proposed study was Gassed alon~ to observers in other northeastern 
]states wroth a request that the~ ~ ~ .~e~o detailed records on the same day. 

The greatest gamble, of course, ~as th~ v~eather~ but ~th the main flicht of 
Broad-wings due to pass through at about that time, t]~ere was at least a fair 
chance that either Saturday, the 17th, or Sunday, the 18th, would be a favor- 
able day. 

~s Gilbert ~. ~iller, Dr. R. S. Stauffer, }~-s. l[abel J. I!oy!er, and ~ss 
~uth Lenderking were most cooperative in handling registrations and observation 
iassi~nments for the Allegany, Washington, Frederick, and Baltimore clubs~ and the 
~Reverend Ecb.~ard S. Frey at Sterrett's Gap, Pa., and l~urice Droun at Eawk Moun- 
tain were kind enough to acroe to telephone us in case a big flijht should ma- 
terialize before the 17th. Special thanks are due to l~. !I. C. Buckingham, the 
State Forester, for civing us permission to use stratecically located fire 
towers for observation purposes. Thanks are also extended to all persons in near- 
by states who sent frequent notes on the pr%~ress of the hawk migration, made 
bbservations on September 17 and 18, or sent other information ~rhich was help- 
iful in this study: ~r. and l~s. Hervey B. El~ins (l~t. Tom, I[ass.), Dr. Norman 
P. Hill (Cooperstewn, N.Y.), l~ssrs. Al~red Eynon, James L. Edwards, and Floyd 
~olfarth (New Jersey ridges), ~. Irston R. Barnes (Cape Charles, Va.), i~ ~ax 
Carpenter (Reddish l[nob, Va.), and ~ and ~rs. ~V. P~, DeGarmo (Allegheny Front, 
~. Va.). l~. Robert J. Beaten visited ~{onument ![nob almost weekly from late 
i~eptember to early December, and obtained a fine picture of the flight tD~ough 
i%hat area. Probably the most interestins~ area covered was Cove Point in Calvert 
[~ounty, where George Kelly solved one of the ~ysteries of Maryland havrk 
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flights by discovering where the famous Hooper's Island flight crosses Chesapeake 
Bay. ~. Kelly has kindly turned over all of his notes on this flight for sum- 
marization in the present article. 

The early morning of September 17 found hopeful hawk counters clinging to 
the cold frames of fire towers and gazing diseoncertedly at the ground fog which 
hung over the valleys for a seemincly endless time. The ~:;ind was very light, and 
in all the more eastern locations seemed determined to come from a direction a 
bit south of west. Vfh~:n the fog finally began to dissipate and the first scat- 
tered accipiters were sighted moving by at treetop height, spirits heightened. 
For those of us in the more eastern locations~ the remainder of the day brought 
frequent changes of mood; a spurt of excitement as a small .~roup of birds came 
into sight, followed by periods of increasin7 apprehension as the wind freshened 
from the southwest or died down altogr Then a mis-read mirror signal from 
another station gave rene~Ted hope, and final?y, at some time during the day 
there were one or tv~'o periods when nea~"ly ew>ry observer strained his utmost to 
!determine how many Broad-wings were cow,rained in a distant ~Z~ratin~ flock. By 
3:30 p. m. nearly all observers felt that the da~7':~ f!i!ilht was rapidly dra~_ng 
to a close, but most watchers continued to man their posts until 5 o'clock as 
previously arranged, l[ore than a dozen weary but very enth:~siastic hawk count- 
ers gathered at the l[iller's home that ew~ning to exchan$~e accounts of the day's 
activities. Contact was made ~ith the more distant p~rties by phone, and 
strategy for the follo~ving day was outlined. 

The ridges of western il!cgany County yielded consistently better flights 
than did those ft~ther east, due at least in part to the fact that winds in tl~e 
western section were principally west to northv~ost ~hile those to the east were 
more westerly with a tendcn~j tov.~ard southwest. Nan Livingstone was the envy 
of all other observers since her location atop Lover's Leap on !Till's Nountain 
proved the most productive by far, in spite of the fact that she was able to 
cover this post for only one and a half hours. The follo~ing brief summary 
gives the location of the various observation points, the inclusive hours of 
coverage (Daylight Savin~ Time), the total number of hawks (exclusive of 
vultures), the names of observers, and other pertinent data: 

Bald Knob, Little Savage !~t. i0 a.m. to 7 p.m. Last 5 hawks seen at 6:50 
p.m. -~ta-~08. Agatha ~7itte, ~[ary ~itte. 

St. Johns Rock, Big Savage l~t. (Allegheny Front), I mile south of U.S.Route 
~0. -~�89 ~ o-~rvation. Total 88. ~ra Taylor. 

Dans Rock Fire Tower (south of Valc~ Summit). 5 hours observation, Total 
appro~a~ ~ ~ Wilson, Ray Clark. 

Wills Nountain Narrows (above "Lovers Leap"). I0:iO to l!:hO a.m. Total 
 216 tiy r . . . . .  B oad--mngs. Nan Livingstone. 

Alleghany Hich School, Cumberland. 2 hours. Total 153. Pill Scott. 
Nicholas l[oun%ain, I-I:~0 a.m. to 3:30 2.m. Total 693, James Deetz. 
liartin ~ountain~ crest of mountain at Pc.~nnsylvania line. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Cloudless; wind light ~. Total 50~. Helen r ~ ....... , George H. Gunnoe. 
Town liill Fire Tower, ~o- mile south of U.S. Route he. iO a,m, to 5 p.m. 

Tota~-~. ~[r. and ~'rs. Clark G. 17<:bster, James V. Der~j. 
Side!ing Hill at U.S. Route he. 9:30 a.m. to h:30 p.m. ~7ind light, mostly 

7[. calm about noon, som<~ shift toward S. in p. m. Total 326. John and ~fartha 
Stauffer, joined in p. m, by Dr. and N rs. R. S. Stauffer. 

Tonoloway Ridge. IO a.m. to I ~i~.m, Total 2. Dr, and }~rs. R. S. Stauffer. 
Pigskin Ri g~.. 9 a.m. to h p.m. Total 33. Seth H. Low. 
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Cross l{ountain Fire Tower, 0.~ mile north of ~ary!and-Ponnsylvania State 
Line.~a.li~. to q p.m. ~ ~, 12 m.p.h, at ~ a.m.; V~, ~ m.p.h, at I0:~; 
sllifting to S~, 5 m.p.h, at Ii:I~; S~7, 8 m.p.h, at 1:30; V~T'~$, ~ m.p.h, at i:~5; 
S, I0 m.p.h, at 2:10. Hea~"J fo~ in valiesrs until 10:30; no migrating hawks seen 

m 4~ until this time. • 305 Chandler S. Robbins. 
Fairview ~{ountain, at U.S. Route hO. I0 a.m�9 to 5 p.m. ~Tind V~N~{ to ~7, I0 

m.p.li, all day. Total 55~ Orville ~7. Crowder, Tirzah }[. Sandy, Dorothy Rice, 
?$illiam ~[c}Ioul. 

Quirock Z[ountain To~er, South [[ountain. 9 a.m. to 12 noon. Total h. 
~abhl J. Hoy~er, Red,ors Smith. 

Foxville Tower, South }~ountain. 9:10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fair, slight haze in 
early a. m. ~ U in a.m., dropping at noon, ~7 in p.m�9 Total 326�9 Pearl 
Heaps, Florence Burner. 

~[onument Knob, South ~[ountain. I0 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunny, but haze increasing 
at 2i30 and very bad by ~ p.m�9 %Tind SU to U, 10-12 m.p.h. Temnerature 70 ~ to 
80 ~ . Total 25h. ~,~adeline K. and R. D. Cole. 

Lambs Knoll, northern limit of Blue Ridge l{ountains�9 3:95 p.m. to 5:15 p�9 
Hazy. Yfind S~0 No migrants. Elizabeth Remsberg. 

Harpers Ferry, Blue i~(idgc. 9 a.m. to h p,m. Total lh2. N. Brooke }~eanley, 
Anna Gi~kes~'n. 

Salamander Fire Tower, Catoctin Y~ountain. iO a.m. to ~ p.m. ~Tind N~7, 15 
m.p.i~] &t IO a.m., s~in~ to %7 and diminishing at noon, increasing to 15 
m.p.h, from NV~ at 3 p.m. Total 78. H. N. Gross, John Blowers. 

Hamburg Fire Tower, Catoetin I~[ountain. 9:15 a.m. to 3:20 p.m�9 Total 7h. 
Compton Crook, ~7~T-Strach, ~A-ank Kaufman. 

Braddock H~ights, Catoctin ~[ountain. 7:30 a.m. to I p.m. ~Tind N~ and ~. 
Total 19. John E. Jilloughby. 

�9 �9 TD~ k" Mount Tom~ Mass. Total 198. },~ and ~s. Hervoy B. ~I runs. 
~la-~ Quarry, First lTatchun~< Ridge, N. J. 156. A. E. Eynon and others�9 
Sparta, Sussex County, N.J. '~No indications of ,? flight on the 'IIighland' 

fly- I~." J. L. Ed~rards. 
Hawk I[ountain, Pa. 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m, Total I03~. ~;~aurice Broun. Partial 

ooun~-~y haif-h6ur intervals submitted by irston R. Barnes. 
Sterrett's Gap, Blue ~[ountain, Pa. 9:!~ a.m. to 5 p.m. ~Tind light ~; very 

hazy in a.m. T--~al 268. Ech~ard S. Frcy. 
Reddish Knob Tower, Augusta Co., Va. Elevation ~-.398 feet�9 10:50 a.m. to 
p.m. Hiz@ in va~ys. Temp�9 6~ ~ to 70 ~ . Total 510. Max Carpenter. 
Roaring Plains, crest of ~e Allegheny Front, Grant-Tucker County line about 

h miles ~ s0u~7~--$-f-Stony River Dam, ~. Va. Elevation hoe0 feet. ll:h5 a.m. to 3:50 
p.m. Hea~s rain the two preceding days. Total 2681. }Y. & Mrs. ~. R. DeGarmo. 

Table I summarizes the counts from all stations, separated by species 
wherever reliable identifications were made. Unidentified birds are listed in 
the next to last column under the designation "X". The great majority of 
unidentified birds were undoubtedly Broad--s'rings. The localities are arranged 
geographically, from west to east. The first 7 are in Alie~any County or the 
eastern edge of Garrett County, the next 6 in western ~ashingtom County, the next 

from north to south along Soud~ Mountain, and the next three from north to 
south along Catoctin Mountain. For comparison, 6 localities from other states 
are given at the end. There was no significant difference in species composition 
from one area to another. 
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Table 1, iHawks obscrv.?d on iSep.temb.or 17, 1949 in ~,!al~zland and nearby states 

Locality Sharp Coo- Red- Red- Br'd R~h Bid ~{a- Os-Duc Pig Spa X TOTAL 
shin pets tail shldwing leg Eag rsh pry Hwk eon row 

' .  I I  ~ l  ~ T L , _ = [ - - 7 ~ [  , II I I 7 ~  ; ] T . =  I I I - - - -  ~ 

Bald Knob 
St. Johns Rock 
Bans Xountain 
Wills ~[ountain 
AlleganyH. S. 
Nicholas ~. 
Martin Mt. 

2 I 2 687 I 
7 19 16 350 2 2 109 

lO8 
88 

250 
1216 
153 
693 
5o5 

Term Hill h h 5 ~O 
Sideling Hill 322 
TonolowayRidge 2 
Pigskin Ridge h I 22 
Cross Mountain 8 I 12 I 263 
Fairview 1{t. 3 12 31 

1 

1 I 4 

15 69 
h 326 

2 
6 33 

lh 3o5 
3 55 

Quirock Nt. 
Foxvilie Tower I 5 4 310 I 
Nonument Knob I~ i 30 
Harpers Ferry h 1 I 126 1 

1 1 
5 3 I 

5 326 
217 254 

142 

Salamander Tower 2 4 2 1 h9 
Hamburg Tower 21 II 2 3 
Braddock Hts. 3 7 1 6 

Naryland Total 

1 2 1 16 78 
3~ 74 

1 1 19 

Mount Tom 33 I 115 
~(ontclair 67 I 2 67 
Hawk ~[ountain I0 I 2 2 705 
Sterrettls Gap 22 1 1 231 
Reddish Knob 3 2 25 510 
Roaring Plains 8 7 I 2650 

Grand Total 

2 I~ I~ 39 198 
I 3 I lh 156 

I J ? 739 
2 4 1 2 3 1 268 

? 2 93 636 
1 1 2 5 6 2681 

In comparing the totals of the w~rious stations it is important to keep in 
mind the differences in length of cow~,rage. St. Johns Rock on the Allegheny 
Front, for instance, cannot be dismissed as a poor location, since observations 
were made for only 1�89 hours. Nicholas ~lountain, with the second highest count, 
had a fine flight in progress by the time the observcr arrived, but on subse- 
quent days remained inferior to 7ills [~ountain. Progressing eastward the counts 
on the higher ridges dropped gradually, while the lower ridges were consistently 
poorer than the higher ones. Unfortunately, Polish i[ountain was not covered. 
Green Ridge was sampled briefly~ but found to be less productive than adjacent 
Town Hill which is some b, O0 feet higher. 

The attempt to intercept any ridge flight which might have followed Blue and 
Kittatinny [{ountains from Hawk },{ountain and Sterrett's Gap westward and south- 
ward into western Washington County was unsuccessful. Kittatinny Mountain ends 
abruptly 15 milcs north of the 1{aryland line, but it was hypothesized that any 
flight along this ridge would either shift westward onto Cove or Tuscarora 
Mountain, or possibly travel ii or 12 miles over low country to the Bear Pond 
~ountains which start just north of the Xaryland line. The Cross Nountain fire 
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tower provides a commanding view of Cove ~ountain just north os the Maryland line, 
and alss overlooks the western edge of the Bear Pond },{ountains. Tuscarora 
}iountain comes to an abrupt end just north of the ~aryiand line, and only very 
low ridges such as Pigskin Ridge lic between ~is and Sleep Creek Nountain south 
of the Potomac. Fairview Nountain, the southermost of the Bear Pond Hountains 
was thought to be another liko!y possibility for seeing a flight t~mough this 
r_~6lon,oc" but both the Pigskin and Fairvicw counts were very low. The summit of 
Cross Mountain compared favorably ~:~th the better ridges cast os Allegany County, 
and indicated that~d.th a favorable ~,~nd there might be a respectable flight 
visible from the fire tower. Zest of the birds traveled along the west edge of 
the ridge, but a few passed directly over the fire tower, and a good many were 
sighted in the far distance moving south through the Bear Ponds. The hawks 
which migrated along Cross Nountain moved out over the low country between 
Fairview and Pigskin, but were net spotted by an observer ~tho checked half a 
dozen likely observation points in the intervening area. 

: South ~{ountain proved to be consistently better than the more eastern peaks 
or ridges on Catoctin Nountain, as might be expected in view of the fact that 
South fountain forms a nearly continuous ridge rising abruptly from the Hagers- 
town Valley, thus getting the full benefit of westerly winds. Catoctin Noun- 
lain, on the other hand, might prove ~e better of the two on a day v~_th east- 
er]y winds, since it is bounded on the cast by the wide, flat Frederick Valley. 

The report of a Rough-legged Hawk on such an early date would normally be 
subject to considerable suspicion, but it was closely seen ~y two observers at 
Foxvillc, and later identified 2h ~il:~s further south along the same flight 
line at Harpers Ferry. 

Table 2. Hawk counts by half-hour intervals 

Time 
�9 ,, ,, 

9-9:30 
9:30-I0 

Bald Nich Nar- Town Sidl Cros Fair Foxy ~lonu Harp Sala Ster Hawk Red 
Knob lit tin Hill Hill 1{t view ille Kno___~b ?YIII Towr Gap Mt Knob 

.... 5 .... 2 -- l -- 2 -- o .... 

.... 0 -- 3 o -- 2 . . . .  2 9 -- 

10-10:30 
!0:30-Ii 

ii-II:30 
11:30-12 

12-12:30 
$2:30-I 

l-l:30 
1:30-2 

17 0 ? ~ ---- dE. 

28 -- 0 28 21 

o -- 50 18 3~ 
0 142 52 2 73 

0 3@~ 0 2 32 
~ 6 o 63 

25 39 259 2 15 
12 36 ~ 1 1 

0 0 9 11 t 0 63 10 - -  
10 5 11 16 14 29 3 

!7 .t 31 17 16 26 83 
72 6 C5 3 3 7 87 55 12h 

13 5 63 h ! I 28 16 109 
I! 5 0 26 5 37 9h 

6 o 2 8 1 he 35 79 
2 7 !!o 6 3 7 12 lob 

2-2:30 
2:30-3 

3-3:30 
3:30-4 

1 24 36 h 1 123 
12 9 6 3 7 

0 lO 0 0 II 5 
0 -- 0 1 31 7 

I0 18 7 !0 II I0 7 36 
l l 2h 7 71 3 

I 2 96 122 6 29 102 O 
ZO 1 ~ ~:~ 3 71 0 

h-h: 3o 
h: 30-5 

h - -  o o h 
0 0 I -- 

0 2 
2 2 

- -  7 - -  

o ? -- o 9 250 o 
o 3 -- o -T[ o 



Table 2 shows the combined total for all species by half-hour intervals at 
lh selected stations. Although occasional birds ~mre seen h~fore I0 o'clock and 
after 4, the main movement all Maryland pr~ints tool." place between these hours. 
The highest half-hour count, on the other hand, occurred at any time from 
10:30 a.m. (~,Yills ~,{ountain, now sho~r in T<b!e 2) to '~ p.m. in ~aryland, and as 
late as h:30 at Uawk Nountain. It is interesting- to note that at no two Nary- 
land stations was the peak flight recorded in the same half-hour interval. The 
figures for Fe~'illc, Zonument Knob and Harpers Ferry suggest that the flight 
of IiO birds noted be%meen 1:30 and 2 at the first location was subsequently 
recorded at the other two stations, but the birds seen earlier in one day at 
Foxville seem largely to have been missed at the other points. 

Table 3. Daily hawk counts in ~laryland and o+hor northeastern states. 

Locality S,.~ ...... b~r dates 
I0 I! 17 18 19 20 21 2_2 2_3 2_4 2_5 

Mount Tom 
Co oper s town 
Montclair Qu. 
Hawk ~,{ountain 
Stcrretts Gap 
17ills Mount'n 
Nicholas Mtn. 
Monument Knob 
Roaring Plains 
Cove Point 
Cape Charles 

52 2o7 198 3"-) 96 357 745 -- 13 120 -- 

2Y5 --Z ' -- --: --: --- - . . . . . . .  51 

.... 156 13 12 222 1227 Rain h6 2222 436 
92 2717 !~ hT~ 1039 ll--Oz5 --~ Rain 3,~I-~7~2-~ 

-~- -- 1 ~  66 ..... [~77 .... -- 

-- 19 693 ~7 . . . . . . . . . .  

.... ~ -~ . . . . . . . . . .  232 191 
-- llL5 2 ~  -= . . . .  ~17 6 -- ~ -- 

. . . . . . . . . .  22!~L 3 lh 157 97 
170 99 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Table 3 gives a comparison of hawk f!i~hts at ~ ~{aryland stations with these 
at most of the best known observation points in other northeastern states. Days 
when no observations were made arc indicated by dash<s. The dates so!coted for 
the table were those for which the most data wcrc available: the weekend of 
September IO-II, and the period from the 17th through the 25th. The peak counts 
for all stations included in the tabl(; were r<~corded d~ing the period shown. 
Except for the last two areas showing the coastal flight, the localities arc 
arranged from north to south. Underscored counts indicate that observations were 
made throughout the greatcr part of the day. Th.; early flight at Cape Charles 
en September iO is noteworthy. The maximum Hawk Nountain count on the llth (a 
Sunday) was not reflected by high reports from other areas, although very few 
Naryland localities wer~ patrolled on this early date. This table indicates that 
our choice of September 17 was indeed a luc!,D~ om~, but that several other days 
such as the llth, the 19t', 20th~ 21st, and 2[~th (none of them weekends, 
unfortunately) might have bccn cqua!iy rewarding. Thc ~[ontclair peak on the 
2hth must have gone through some part of },[aryland even later. Hawk ~{ountain can 
be justly proud of its continuous f'nc record as compared with the sporadic high 
counts at other observation points. 

Comparisons between Hawk ~[ountain and Stcrrett's Gap give still further 
evidence that a great majority of the Hawk Mountain Broad-wings do not continue 
to fo]!ow the ridge, but head south over the flat country. ~!any of these birds 
probably subsequently tl~n uo on South },,lountain, !0ut the fact that South i{oun- 
tain counts have always been consist.::nt_~47 below thosc~ of Hawk }~ountain suggests 
that either the Hawk }Zountain flight disperses~ or that it has not yet been 
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intercepted. The records of higher counts further south in the Blue Ridge 
~,~ountains of Virginia (Shenandoah National Park) stimulate Marylanders howard 
further investigation. 

On September 18, winds were chiefly from the southwest an~ consequently all 
counts were low. No area except Honument Knob was covered for more than ~ hours. 
A large group of observers at ~!ills 2ountain under the guidance of Nan Living- 
stone submitted the highest count of the day - LI hawks. Dr. and ~rs. Stauffer 
counted 36 on $ideiing Hill; ~iss Lenderkiag, ~Ir. Gross and ~r. Blowers observed 
36 at Foxville; James Deetz found 28 at Nicholas; ~essrs. Hodgdon, Low and others 
counted 17 at St. Johns Rock, and Messrs. Baldwin, Taylor and D~qois identified 
5 at Monume~ Knob. 

The highest one-day hawk count ever reported for Ma~71and ,~:as made on 
September 21 at Lore's Pond just north of $olomons in Calvert County by George 
Kelly. After receiving word of a large fii~rht on the previous day, Mr. 
Kelly stood watch from I0 to 5 and counted 221A hawks. Eleven hundred of these 
were sighted at 10:25 as they passed high overhead in a single long flock. As 
early as i0 o'clock a floght of 96 was seen, and by Ii:15 when the wind shifted 
from northwgst to southwest, 218'7 havrks had been counted. On subsequent days 
~Ir. Kelly exp!cred other areas between Cove Point and Solomons and also made 

MAP 2. LOCATION OF ~.NI( FLIGHTS 
RECORD~ IN THE COVE 90ii~ AP,~A 

BY GZORGE K.~.LY. 

observations by boat offshore. He 
found that the hawks arrived on a 
broad front from Cove Point to 
Drum Point, traveling just south 
of west as they came in from over 
Chesapeake Lay. Observations from 
16 different points indicated that 
there was no !bcation from which 
the entire flight could be viewed. 

The arrows on Sap 2 show 
the locations where hawk flights 
were observed during the fall of 
1949, and the direction of each 
flight. The length of each arrow 
indicates the distance through 
which the birds were under obser- 
vation, and is not an indication 
of the number of birds recorded 
at each place. 

i~ir. ielly's obse~yations are 
summarized in Table 4- In addi- 
tion to the birds shown on the 
tgole, many Bald Zagles and 
Ospreys were seen, but these two 
soecies were not counted except 
where they were definitely known 
to be migrating birds. The best 
flights occurred on light north- 
westerly or light northeasterly 
winds. 
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Table h. Summary of observations in the Cove Point area by Ocorge Kelly 

S e p t c m b c r 0 c t o b c r 

O te 2__I 22 22 22 22 30 12 2__I 
,i , i i i 3/4 

Hrs. of observation 7 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 27 2 12 19 37 3 
Cooper's Hawk I i 2 2 i 
Red-tailed Hawk i I 
Br earl-winged IIawk 2169 130 25 
Bald Eagle 2 h 
l~arsh Hawk 4 6 2 
osprey I 2 
Duck Hawk 
Pigeon Hawk I I 
Sparrow Hawk 9 i 5 13 
unident, falcon I 6 
other unidentified ! 

Total -7 7- 

i 5 5 
2 I 

I 
3i 

I 

1 

1 

I 

Robert J. Beaten and ethers made frequent we c!:cnd trios to ~onument Knob on 
South Nountain, and identified from 50 to !00 hawks per day during the first 
tl~cc weekends of October, about 25 to 50 per day in No~embcr, and a f~ scat- 
tcred birds includins a Rough-!cgscd H~mk and a Go!den Eagle on December 3.Other 
Golden Eagles v~crc rccord~d on October 16 and November II. Some of Hr. Beaton's 
figures wore oublishcd in ,,Birds of the Season" in the l~ovemo~r-Deccmbcr and 

T~,~ 17ood Thrush; hc will publish a more comprehensive January-February issues of '" 
report at the conc].usion of ~-~is~O s--tud---~ics. 

The results of the present cooperative study have been most encouraging, 
and all who participated arc eager to continue it in fut[tre years. T;c have 
learned that Broad-wings follow near?<~ all of the higher ridges in substantial 
numbers, but it will take several more cooperative ventures before we know v~ich 
ridges are consistently best, and which have the !argcst flights under various 
wind conditions. It is quite possible that on a northeast or a southeast wind 
the hawk migration pattern would bc quite different from that which occurs 
under the influence of winds from the west or northwcst. Uo have much to Icarn 
about the relative abundance of the v,~ious sDecies on the different flight 
lines, and about the exact routes taken by the birds v.~.ich pass by our obscrva- 
tion points. "To still know virtua!]~y nothim7 about where the Hawk ~.~ountain 
birds cross our State, and wc have exceedingly Xittlc information on the spring 
migration. ~. Kelly's Cove Point observations stimulate renewed interest in 
the coastal flight which presumably oasses almost unnoticed over the Ocean 
City area, continues southward to Caoc Charles at the mouth of the Chesapeake, 
then (at Icast in part) turns northw~,rd and follows the eastern shore of 
Chesapeake Bay north to Hooper's Island, crosses the bay to Cove Point on the 
western side, then mow~s across th~ lo~cr Patuxent River and continucs in an 
unknown course through St, }~[arys County and across the Potomac River. Some- 
where along this lon~ and circuitous route there arc most probably some ex- 
cellent concentration points yet to be discovered. 
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As Mr. James L. Zdwards suggests, the Broad-winged Hawk has a marked ten- 
dency to travel long distance over flat country, and to shift from one ridge to 
another. It is quite possible that cooperative obse~zations at the peak of the 
Sharp-shinned and Red-tail flight in middle or late October may furnish better 
resuZts on the reliability of the various ridges than does the Broad-winged 
flight. Consequently the week-ends of September 16-17 and October 21-22 will 

be set aside for statewide participation in hawk counts. ~e shall plan the most 
intensive coverage for Saturday, but hold Sunday as an alternative in case of 
bad weather. As a result of the 1949 discoveries it is expected that several of 
the more promising locations will be visited on many other dates by individual 
members or small groups. If accurate counts and other pertinent data are mailed 
promptly to the local field trip chairman, this information will be available to 
other members who may wish to make hawk observations during the fall migration, 
aI~ it will also contribute to our increasing knowledge of hawk flights over 
the State as a whole. 

Chandler S. Robbins 

ANNE ARU!~FL B!F& CLUB ORGANIZ~ 

The sixth Local Unit of the Society came into being Tuesday night, February 
7, when the Anne Arundel Bird Club was formally organized in a meeting at the 
Club House on Gibson Island. Plans had been well laid in advance by interested 
people of Gibson Island, under the leadership of Col. and ~rs. E. H. Vinup. It 
was decided at the outset that the club be conniE-wide in scope, and that it be 
organized under the constitution of the State Society as a local unit. 

At the initial meeting, State President Orville Crowder spoke on birding ac- 
tivities in Maryland, and the organizational structure of tho Ornithological So- 
ciety. Officers were chosen - Col. Vinup as President, Lt.Comdr. ~m. H. Berry as 

~Vice President, Mrs. John i~. Hodges as Secretary-Treasurer. A preliminary draft 
of by-laws was at hand, and was referred to Judge Henderson, as By-laws Committee 
Chairman, for subsequent report. 

As most of the initial mdmbership reside at Gibson Island, meetings will be 
held there for the present. Later on, it is hoped that meetings may be alternated 
between Gibson Island and Annapolis. 

HARFORD COU~TY CLL~ DUVVLOPING FAST 

Although only three months old, the Harford County unit of the Society is 
already a lustre infant, with a membership no~1 past the 50 mark. 

On November IA the club presented its first paid-admission lecture - a talk 
on Eagle Banding by Charles A. Brol~y, the famous "~Z~agle ~lan" of Canada and Flor- 
ida. Mr. Broley won an instant place in the hea1%s of club members, and the siz- 
able audience at the Bel Air High School auditorium spent a delightful evening. 

Am enthusiastic plannin~ committee met in November at the home of ~r. & Mrs. 
Wm. W. Finney at Churchville. By-laws were agreed upon, tying in ~ith the consti- 
tution of the State Society, and program plans for the coming months w~re worked 
out. At the February monthly meeting, the by-la~s were formally adopted, and th~ 
first of a series of four talks on Basic Ornithology was presented by Orville 
~rowder. 
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r i 
November and December, 1949 

The months of November and December, particularly the latter, 
were abnormally warm throughout the State. Furthermore, the occa- 
sional spells of hard freezing weather which we usually expect at 
intervals throughout th~se mc~ths were uniformly mild. On only two 
nights in the entire p~riod ~id T~he t ..... ~: rature fall below 26 ~ at 
Washington, and even then the l;~'nil~u~ was 21~ Under such conditions 
~the later migrants tend to remain north of their regular winter range, 
but the response of the vsrlcus si~ecies differs from year to year, 
so it is not possible Co ored~'~ct in advance just which species will 
be particularly abundant in i',~ary!and in any given winter. 

Last year, Pipits, Robins and Ruby-crowned Kinglets were most 
conspicuously affected by the warm winter~ This year the above 
species were only slightly above their normal wintering ntunbers in 
our State, but the Field Spa~row was noticeably abundant everywhere 
except on the Allegheny ~lacss~a~ Once again the presence of some 
erratic northern visitor~ remiz~ded us that even in the warmest 
winters it is not un~s~al to have flights of northern birds. Such 
visitations are governed more by food supply in the far north than 
by current weather condizions~ 

Since the Christmas Counts will be written up in detail in the 
next issue, the present report will be concerned largely with other 
records which have been submitted during the period. 

Herons, Gannet. Interesting late reports of herons included 5 
American E~gre~s i-n Otter Point Creok on ~7ov~ 5 (Harford Co. field 
trip), a Green Heron near the Choptank River bridge on Nov. 13 (Etta 
Wedge and others), and 2 or 3 American Bitterns in the Elliott Island 
marshes throughout the period (Robert Stewart). Gannets were con- 
stantly in sight along the Maryland coast on Nov. 12, and were moving 
southward at the rate of about 50 per hour (Baltimore Club trip). 

Waterfowl. There were several reports of Blue and Snow Geese 
(see NoV. ll-13 field trip report) from the Eastern Shore. Gadwalls 
were especially numerous at Savannah Lake, where Ted Hake counted 
over 400 on Nov. 5. A few Shovellers were found in the Elliott 
Island marshes as usual, and Conn~ander Berry and Arthur Wright found 
7 at Sandy Point on Dec. 31. Redheads are comparatively scarce away 
from tide water, but were reaorded more frequently than usual at 
Patuxent Refuge. Single birds were discovered on Druid Lake in Balti- 
more on Nov. 9 and ll by Pearl Heaps, and 2 were found at the Marshall 
Dierssen State Game Refuge at Pennyfield on Nov. 24 by Robert Beaton. 
Up to 45 Ring-necked Ducks were recorded in the latter area on Nov.27 
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by Shirley Briggs. A flock of American Golden-eyes at Duck Island 
Cove, i mile south of Elliott, contained an estimated 250 birds on 
Nov. 18, i000 on Nov. 29, and a maximum of 1500 on Dec. I0 (Stewart). 
Niss Heaps found 3 Buffle-heads on Druid Lake as early as Oct. 30, 
and recorded from 3 to 6 individuals there fairly regularly through 
Dec. 5. She also had small numbers of Ruddy Ducks from Oct. 3 
through Dec. 4. Haven I[olb saw 3 of the latter species at Loch Raven 
on Nov, 26 -- his firt record in that locality. 

Vultures and Hawks. ~'~iss Briggs recorded as many as 25 Black 
Vultures at Pe~fieT(Seneca) on Nov. ~~ and Robert Beaton saw 
from 4 to 6 at ~ionument Knob on South Mountain between Nov. ll and 
Dec. 3. The northernmost record for the period was a group of 3 
found at ~iddle River, Baltimore County, on Nov. 20 by Edwin Willis. 
The more interesting hawk records have been included in the feature 
article of this issue. 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns. ~ost species of shorebirds normally 
leave Maryland for t~-~th in September or October, but this year 
many species remained later than usual and some established new late 
records. A Semipalmated Flover found at Elliott Island by Robert 
Stewart on Nov. 30, is the latest on record for the State. The same 
observer noted 2 Black-bellied Plover in that area as late as Dec. 9. 
Although the Black-belly winters regularly in small numbers along 
the Maryland coast, the above date is the latest for Chesapeake Bay. 
Robblns, Low, and other participants in the Baltimore Club trip to 
Ocean City and Blackwater Refuge established late records for the 
White-rumped Sandpiper in the former locality on Nov. 12, and for the 
Spotted Sandpiper at Blackwater on the 13th. The same psrty found a 
Dowltcher and 3 Lesser Yellow-legs at Bent ~larrows on Nov. ll, and a 
flock Of 8 Do~itchers at Blackwater on the 13th. Also on the 13th, 
Commander Berry and Arthur ~right observed ll Dowitchers at Sandy 
Point; this is the latest record for the western shore of Chesapeake 
Bay. Other late shorebird records were a Pectoral San~plper on Nov.10 
(Bobbins) and a Greater Yellow-legs on the 20th (Stewart), both at 
Patuxent Refuge. The latter species winters regularly in small num- 
bers on the lower Eastern Shore, but had not previously been recorded 
at such a late date west of the Chesapeake. Mrs. F.H. Vinup observed 
2 Black-backed Gulls at Gibson Islan~ on Dec. 26; there are few other 
records north of Sandy Point and lqent Island, but this species should 
be watched for throughout the tidal areas of the State. Three Royal 
Terns were still present at Ocean City, Nov. 12 (Baltimore Club trip). 

Snowy 0wl,. 0 of the highlights o~ the period was the rela- 
tivelymTg   m e  e of reports of the Snov~ 0wl. Small numbers of 
this arctic species migrate southward to the latitude of Maryland or 
Pennsylvania at intervals of approximately four years, corresponding 
to the cyclic c~anges in abundance of the lemming in the far north. 
Although the present incursion may not be the largest to have taken 
place in Maryland, it is furnishing more definite records than any 
previous year. November or December records w~re received from ll 
~aryland counties as follows: ~ a n y  co.: 1 was shot about Dec. 6 
on Piney Mt. by Jack an~ George Booth--6f-~arrelville; Washington Co.: 
1 was shot at Hagerstown Municipal Airport on Dec. 8 by Ge0rge Dub--fn- 
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slqr, after being present for about a week; another was seen in Hagers- 
town on Dec. 13 an~ shot on the following day by Donald Dundas; 
Frederick Co.: i was reported to the Game and Inland Fish Co~mission; 
Baltimore 9o.: The first Maryland record of the season was a bird 
photographed at the home of Raymond D. Bergin in Baltimore City on 
Nov. 21; Hervey Brackbill reported that 4 birds from Baltimore County 
were brought to Baltimore taxidermists between Dec. 6 and 18; 
~ontgomery C_o. : I was seen near Seneca on Nov. 27 by Alva Nye; 
another was observed at Erookmont on Dec. 31 by Philip A. DuNont; 
Prince Geor~es Co.: I was seen on Dec. 5 at Clinton by ~ialcolm Davis; 
Nr. Bra'ckbill-re~orted that one which was killed in this county was 
taken to a Baltimore taxidermist between Dec. ~ and 18; still another 
was captured in Greenbelt; Anne ~,rund.~l Co.: 1 was seen at Gibson 
Island on Dec. 31 by N~s. F.-~ ~. Vinup; Kent Co.: Brackbill reported 
that one bird was brought to a Baltimor~-~x[-dermist; Caroline Co.: 
Robert ~i~lood saw one at Greensboro on Nov. 2~, Dorchester CO,: 1 was 
seen at Blackwater Refuge on Dec. l0 and ll b~ g Steele Web-~er and T. 
H. Cunningham; Worcester Co.: Thomas Donnelly found one north of 
Ocean City on Dec. 27, an~--it was seen again on the following day by 
John Willoughby and Edwin Davis~ 

}!ourning Dove, Phoebe, Barn Swallow. A flock of V5 Mourning 
Doves At Laytonsvill~ o--n Uec-J~ VL-6~)is an unusual Piedmont concen- 
tration for that late date. Ruth Strosnider found a late Phoebe at 
Pennyfield on Dec. 10, and on the 17th, single birds were seen at 
Cabin John (Clara Schoenbauer, Ads M. Smith) and at Gibson Island 
(}~rs. ~. H. Vinup). Although Phoebes winter regularly in ?~orcester 
County and irregularly in Chortles County, the fall migration is 
usually terminated by the first week in November. 0nly in a season 
with uniformly mild temperatures could one expect so many exception- 
ally late records of this insect-eating bird. Brooke ~[eanley ob- 
served a late Barn Swallow at Ocean City on I~ov. 6. 

Raven, Catbird. Robert Beaton recorded 3 more Ravens from Monu- 
ment u~, South ~untain, on ~ov. 28. This species apparently 
occurs east of kllegany County more frequently than has been general- 
ly supposed. Late Catbirds were seen at Chalk Point on Nov. 1 (E.J. 
Besson), Baltimore on i~ov. 16 ([~illis), and Patuxent Refuge on Nov. 
20 (Meanley and StEwart) but the number of wintering birds in 
southern Maryland and the lo~er Eastern Shore was not above normal. 

[~arblers. One of the rarest of Maryland warblers, the Orange- 
crowned, appeared at the fesdlng station of Richard Cole in Towson 
just prior to Dec. 8, and remained several days. Brooke Meanley es- 
tablished the first Eastern Shore record of the Nashville Warbler on 
Nov. 6, when he and members of the D. C. Audubon Society observed a 
very late migrant at close range at Ocean City. Other late strag- 
glers included a Black-poll V~arblcr at V~'illards on the Baltimore 
Club trip of Nov. 12 (Robbins), a Yellow Palm Warbler at Unity from 
Nov. 25 to the end of the period (Low), sn 0yen-bird at Baltimore on 
Nov. 8 (Willis), a Northern '~Jater-thrush at Solomons on Dec. 12 
(George Kelly), and a Yellow-throat at College Park on Nov. 13 
( Me anley ). 
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Baltimore Oriole. A Baltimore Oriole, which was studied at 
lelsure in the Pocomoke Swamp at Willards by all participants on the 
Nov. 12 trip, is the latest on record for the State of Maryland. 

Finches and Sparrows. Once more Evening Grosbeaks moved south 
into Maryland--f-n small numbers. The first flock of 8 was seen at 
Fatuxent Refuge on Nov. 19 by Robbins and Llewellyn. The Pine 
Siskin flight was smaller than usual, and few birds remained through 
December. Edwin Willis noticed that Towhees were comparatively 
scarce in the Middle River area in November; he saw his last bird on 
Nov. 94. Meanley and Charles O. Handley, Jr., recorded a tremendous 
flight of White-crowned Sparrows in the Frederick Valley on Oct. 29, 
and Meanley found 50 still present at Doubs aS late as Nov. ll. The 
only Snow Bunting to be reported was a single bird discovered on 
Dec. 7 at Gibson Island by Mrs. Vinup. 

Chandler S. Robbins 

EASTERN SHORE FIELD TRIP: NOVEMBER 11-13 

The Baltimore Club, led %y Chandler Robbins had 3 satisfying 
days of continuous birding in a leisurely but thorough manner. Seven 
Wilson's Snipe, 3 Greater Yellow-legs and a Dowitcher at Kent Narrows 
were the forerunners of a long list of shorebirds. An American Egret 
was a late record for Bombay }look Refuge and, in addition, there were 
I American Bittern, 50 Gadwall and several Hooded Mergansers. The 
ispray-splashed rocks at the Indian River Inlet, Delaware, produced 8 
Purple Sandpipers and along the Maryland coast there were 3 Royal 
Terns and 50 Gannets, in addition to Common and Red-throated Loons, 
Double-crested Cormorants, an~ an interesting assortment of ducks. 

On Nov~ 13 approaching Vienna at the Nanticoke River one Blue 
Goose was standing on the edge of the road. Savannah Lake was plen- 
tifully sprinkled with Whistling Swan, Cansda Geese and Baldpate, and 
at Elliott Island Shovellors, a Virginia Rail and a Migrant Shrike 
were recorded. Ten Brown-headed Nuthatchcs were observed working on 
ithe cones of the loblolly pines. Eight belated Dowitchers were prob- 
ing in the mud at the Blac~ater Wildlife Refuge. The commonest 
duck in this area was the Baldpate. One thousand Canada Geese, 280 
Green-winged Teal, 3 Hooded Mergansers, and 1 Spotted Sandpiper were 
observed. The latter was an additional late record for Maryland. 
Eleven people participated and the total number of species observed 
was 113. 

Lori=a M. Wendt 
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