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SPECIAL

TAWKS OVIR IWATLAND, TALL OF 1949

on Scontember 17, 1949, 36 nembers of the Mar—land Ornitholosical Society
jarticinated in the first larce-scale observation of hawk migration through our
state. Plans for this operation were laid well in advance, and obscervers were
issirned to observation nosts on nearly all of the parallel ridces which cross
garyland in Irederick, Washincton, Allerany, and eastern Garrett Counties.
pecasional observations had been made in previous vears iron Monument Knob on
outh Mountain, and to a very limited extent on a few of the other ridges, but
i until the present study no infornation vwas at hand for most of the ridges,
por were there any comparative data for two or more ridres on the same day.

In order to cover as many observabtlon nosts as nossible on this first trip,
geveral persons inexperienced in hawk 1ldentification were asked to man posts by
themselves with the understanding that a count of miprating hawls, even though
widentified as to species, would bte a valuable contribution to the study. Plans
sere also made to cive the neophytes a chance to join more expsrienced observers
in sonme of the most promisinc locations on the following dag.

All observers were asked to leep records by half-hour intervals in order
@hat starting and stopping time of any particular flicht, pesalt movements, and
the passage of any unusual birds could be checked from one station to another,
ﬁord of the proposed study was passcd alons to observers in other northeastern
states with a request that they leep detailed records on the same day.

The greatest pamole, of course, was the weather; bub with the main flicht of
Broad-wings due to nass throurh at about that time, tiiere was at least a fair
chance that either Saturday, the 17th, or Sunday, the 18th, would be a favor-
able day.

. Mrs Gilbert M. HMiller, Dr. R. S. Stauffer, Mrs. Mabel J, loyler, and Miss

Ruth Lenderking were most cooperative in handling registrations and observation
@ssignments for the Allegany, Tashington, Frederick, and Daltimore clubs; and the
Reverend Edward S. Frey at Stervett's Gap, Pa., and Maurice Iroun at I'awk Moun-
tain were kind enough to asrce to telenhone us in case a big flisht should ma-
terialize before the 17th. Special thanks are due to Mr. H. C. Duckingham, the
State Forester, for civing us permission to use stratepically located fire

lowers for observation purposes. Thanks are also extended to all persons in near-
by states who sent frequent notes on the procress of the hawl migration, made
observations on September 17 and 18, or sent other information which was help-
ful in this study: Ur. and Mrs. Hervey B. Elkins (Mt, Tom, lfass.,), Dr. Norman

P. Hill (Cooperstevm, H.7.), MMessrs., Alfred Lynon, James L. Edwards, and Floyd
Wolfarth (New Jersey ridges), Br. Irston R. Darnes (Cape Charles, Va,), lMr Max
farpenter (Reddisk Knob, Va.), and Ifr and Mrs. W. R. DeGarmo (Allegheny Front,

V. Va,). !r. Robert J. Deaton visited Monument Lnob alrost weekly from late
§Eptember to early December, and obtained a fine picture of the flisht through
that area. Probably the most interesting area covered was Cove Point in Calvert
lounty, where George Kelly solved one of the mysteries of laryland hawk
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flights by discovering where the famous !looper's Island flight crosses Chesapeake
pay. Mr. Kelly has kindly turned over all of his notes on this flight for sum-
marization in the npresent article,

The early morning of September 17 found hopeful hawk counters clinging to
the cold frames of fire towers and gazing disconcertedly at the ground feg which
hung over the valleys for a seemingly endless time. 7The wind was very light,and
in all the more eastern locations seemed determined to come from a direction a
bit south of west, When the fog finally began to dissipate and the first scat-
tered accipiters were sighted moving by at treetop height, spirits heightened.
For those of us in the more eastern locations, the remainder of the day bLrought
frequent changes of mood; a spurt of excitement as a small group of birds came
into sight, followed by perinds of increasing apprehension as the wind freshened
from the southwest or died down altoguther, Then a mis-read mirror signal from
another station gave renewed bope, and finally, at scme time during the day
there were one or two periods when nearly overy observer strained his utmost to
determine how many Broad-wings wcre contained in a c1 tant agvrating flock.
3:30 p. m. nearly all observers felt that the day's flizht was rapidly drawwng
to a close, but most watchers continued %o man thoir nosta until 5 o'clock as
oreviously arranged. lore than a dozen weary bnt very enthusiastic hawk count-
ers gathered at the Miller's home that evening to exchange accounts of the day's
activities. Contact was made with the morc distant parties by phone, and
strategy for the following day was outlined.

The ridges of western Allepany County yielded consistently better flights
than did those further east, duc at least in part to tiie fact that winds in the
western section were principally west to northwest while those to the east were
more westerly with a tendency toward southwest., WNan Livingstcne was the envy
of all other observers sincc her location atop Lover's Leap on 'Mill's Mountain
proved the most productive by far, in spive of the fact that shc was able to
cover this post for only one and a half hours, The following brief summary
gives the location of the various obscrvation ponintis, the inclusive hours of
coverage (Daylight Saving Time), the total number of hawks (exclusive of
vultures), the names of observers, and other pertinent data:

Bald Knob, Little Savage 1t., 10 a.m. to 7 nem. Last 5 hawks seen at 6:50
p.m. Total 108, Agatha Witte, Mary Witte,

St, Johns Rock, Biz Savage lt. (Allegheny Front), 1 mile south of U.S.Route
Lo, "I Rour oBservatlon. Total 38. Myra Taylor,

Dans Rock Fire Tower (south of Valc Summit), 5 hours observation, Total
approximately 250, Bill Wilson, Ray Clark. ,

Wills Mountain Narrows (above "Lovers Leap"). 10:10 to 11l:L0 a,m. Total
1216, mostly Broad-wings. Nan Livingstone,

Alleghany High School, Cumberland. 2 hours., Toital 153, Rill Scott.

Nicholas Mountain, 11:40 a.m, to 3:30 p.m. Total 693, James Dectz,

Tartin Mountain, crest of mountain at Ponnsylvania line. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Cloudless; wind light NE. Total 505, Helen T, Ifiller, George H. Cunnoe.

Tovn 11ill Fire Tower, % mile south of U.3. Route LO. 10 a,m, “to 5 pell.
Total 69, Mr. and Mrs, Clark O, “.oster, James V., Derby.

Sideling Hill at U.3. Route 40, 9:30 a.me to L:30 p.m. 7ind light, mostly
W. calm about noon, sowc shift toward S. in p. m. Total 326, John and Martha
Stauffer, joined in p. m, by Dr. and M rs. R, S. Stauffer,

Tonoloway Ridgo, 10 aeme to 1 rem. Total 2, Dr, and Mrs. R, S. Stauffer,

Pigskin nidge. @ a.m. to L pea. Total 33. Seth I, Low,
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Cross Mountain Fire Tower, O.l, mile north of Maryland-Tennsylvania State
Line. U a.m, %0 > p.m, Wind W, 12 m,p.h. at € a.m.; W, 5 m.p.h. at 10:55;
shifting to S¥, 5 m.p.h. at 11:15; SS7, § m.p.h. at 1:30; WSW, 5 m.p.h. at 1:55;
S, 10 m.p.h, at 2:10, Ieavy fog in valieys until 10:3C; no migrating hawks seen
until this time, Total 305. Chandlor S. Robbias, :

Fairview Mountain, at U.3. Route L4O. 1C a.m. to 5 p.m. Wind WNW to W, 10
m.p.h, all day, Total 55, Orville W. Crowder, Tirzah M, Sandy, Dorothy Rice,
William McHoul.

Quirock Mountain Tower, South lountain, 9 a.m. to 12 noon. Total L.

Mabel J. Hoyler, Rodgers Smith.

Foxville Tower, Scuth Mountain, $:10 a.m. to 5 pem. Fair, slight haze in
garly a. m., Wwind W in a.m., dropping at noon, SV in p.m, Total 326, Pearl
Heaps, Florence Burner.

Monument Knob, South Mountain, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunny, but haze increasing
at 2:30 and very bad by 5 p.m. Wind ST to 77, 10-12 m.p.,h. Temperature 70° to
80°. Total 25h., Madeline X. and R. D. Colc.

Lambs Knoll, nerthern limit of Blue Ridge Mountains, 3:55 p.m, to 5:15 p.m.
Hazy, Wind SW. No migrants, Elizabeth Rcmsberg.

Harpers Ferry, 3lue Ridges 9 a.m, to 4 pem. Total 142. M. Brooke Meanley,
Anna Gilkeson,

Salamander Firce Tower, Catoctin Mountain, 10 a.,m. to 5 p.m. Wind MW, 15
m.p.. at 10 a.m,, shifting to W and diminishing at noon, incrcasing to 15
m.p.hi. from NW at 3 p.m. Total 76, H. M. Gross, John Elowers.,

Hamburg Fire Tower, Catoctin lountain, 9:15 a.m. to 3:20 p.m, Total 7L,
Compton Crook, will Strack, Frank XKaufman,

Braddock Hcoights, Catoctin Mountain, 7:30 a.m, to 1 p.m, Wind NW and W.
Total 19. John E, .7illoughby.

Mount Tom, Mass, Total 1986. Mr, and Mrs, Hervey 3. Slkins,

Montclair Quarry, First 'atchung Ridge, N. J. 156, A. E, Bynon and others,

Sparta, Sussex County, N.J. "No indications of & flisht on the 'Highland'
fly-Tine." J. L. Edwards,

Hawk Mountain, Pa. 9:30 a.m, to 5 p.m, Total 1035, Maurice Broun, Partial
count by half-hour intervals submitited by Irsten 3., Barnes,

Sterrcti's Gap, Bluc Mountain, Pa, 9:15 a.,m. to 5 p.m. Wind light W; very
hazy in a.m. Total 263, DLdward 8. Fray,

Reddish Knob Tower, Augusta Co,, Va, ERlovation ;398 fecet, 10:50 a.m. to
5 p.m., FLaze in vallays. Temp. 650 to 709, Total 510. Max Carpenter,

Roaring Plains, crest of the Allegheny Front, Grant-Tucker County line about
L M Tes south of Stony River Dam, . Va. Elevation LOOO fect., 11:45 a.m. to 3:50
p.m. FHeavy rain the two preceding days. Tobal 2601, Mr. & Mrs. W. R. DeCarmo.

Table 1 summarizes the counts from all stations, scparated by species
wherever reliable identifications were made., Unidentificd birds arc listed in
the next to last column under the designation "X", Thc great majority of
unidentifiod birds were undoubtedly Broad-wings. The localities are arranged
geographically, from west to east., Theo first 7 are in Allezany County or the
eastern edge of Garrett County, the next 6 in western Washington County, the next
4 from north to soutk along South Mountain, and the next three from north to
south along Catoctin Mounbtain, ¥or comparison, 6 localities from other states
are given at the end. Therc was no significant difrference in spocies composition
from aone area to another,
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Table 1, Hawks obscrved on September 17, 1949 in Maryland and nearby states

Sharp Coo- Red- Red- Br'd Rgh Bld Ma- Os- Duc Pig Spa X TOTAL

Locallly shin pers tall shld wing leg Eag rsh pry Hwk eon row _—
Bald Knob 108
St. Johns Rock 86
pans Mountain 250
Wills Mountain 1216
Allegany He S. 153
Nicholas Mt. 2 1 2 687 1 693
Martin Mt. 7 19 16 350 2 2 109 505
Town Hill L Lk 5 40 1 15 69
Sideling Hill 322 L 326
Tonoloway Ridge 2 2
Pigskin Ridge I 1 22 6 33
Cross Mountain 8 1 12 1 263 1 1 L 14 305
Fairview Mt. 3 12 31 1 1 L 3 55
Quirock Mt, b
Foxville Tower 1 5 L 310 1 5 326
Monument, Knob L 1 30 1 1 217 254
Harpers Ferry I 1 1 126 1 5 3 1 12
Salamander Tower 2 Iy 2 1 L9 1 2 1 16 78
Hamburg Tower 21 11 2 3 2 1 3 74
Braddock Hts, 3 7 1 6 1 1 19
Maryland Total 1,600
Mount Tom 33 1 115 2 Iy i 39 196
Montclair 67 1 2 67 1 3 1 14 156
Hawk Mountain 10 1 2 2 705 1 3 7 739
Sterrett!s Gap 22 1 1 231 2 L1 2 3 1 268
Reddish Knob 3 2 25 510 7 2 93 636
Roaring Plains ©§ 7 1 2650 1 1 2 5 6 2601

Grand Total 9273

In comparing the totals of the various staticns it is important to keep in
mind the differences in length of coverage. St. Johns Rock on the Allegheny
Front, for instance, cannot bc dismissed as a poor location, since observations
were made for only 15 hours, Nicholas Mountain, with the sccond highest count,
had a fine flight in progress by the time the observer arrived, but on subse-
quent days remained inferior to Tills Mountain, Progressing eastward the counts
on the higher ridges dropped gradually, whilc the lower ridges were consistently
poorer than the higher ones, Unfortunatcly, Polish lountain was not covered,
Green Ridge was sampled briefly, but found to be less productive than adjacent
Town Hill which is some 10O fect higher.

The attempt to intercept any ridge flight which might have followed Blue and
Kittatinny Mountains from Hawk Mountain and Sterrett's Gap westward and south-~
ward into western Washington County was unsuccessful, Kittatinny Mountain ends
abruptly 15 miles north of the Maryland line, but it was hypothesized that any
flight along this ridge would either shift westward onto Cove or Tuscarora
Mountain, or possibly travel 11 or 12 miles over low country to the Bear Pond
Mountains which start just north of the Maryland linec, The Cross Mountain fire
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tower provides a commanding view of Cove Mountain just north of thce Maryland line,
and alss overlooks the western edge of the Bear Pond Mountains., Tuscarora
Mountain comes to an abrupt end just north of the Maryland line, and only very
low ridges such as Pigskin Ridge lic betwcen this and Sleep Creek Mountain south
of the Potomac. Fairview Mountain, the southermost of the Bear Pond Mountains
was thought to be ancthor likcly possibility for seeing a flight through this
rogion, but both the Pigskin and Fairview counts werc very low, The summit of
Cross Mountain compared favorably with thc better ridges cast of Allegany County,
and indicatecd that with a favorable wind there might be a respcectable £light
visible from the fire tower, Most of the birds traveled along the west edge of
the ridgc, but a few passed directly over the fire tower, and a good many were
sighted in the far distance moving south through thc Becar Ponds. The hawks
which migrated along Cross Mountain moved out over the low country betwecn
Fairview and Pigskin, but were not spottcd by an observer who checked half a
dozen likely obscrvation points in the intervening arca,

Scuth Mountain proved to be consistently better than the more castern peaks
or ridges on Catoctin Mountain, as might be oxpected in view of tho fact that
South Mountain forms a nearly continuous ridge rising abruptly from the Hagers-
town Valley, thus gctting the full benefit of westerly winds, Catoctin Moun-
tzin, on the other hand, might prove the better of the two on a day with ecast-
erly winds, since it is boundcd on the cast by the wide, flat Frederick Valley,

The rcport of a Rough-lcgeed Hawk on such an ecarly date would normally be
subject to considersble suspicion, but it was closely secen by two observers at
Foxvillec, and lator identified 2l miles further south aleng the same flight
line at Harpers Ferry.

Table 2, Hawk counts by half-houwr intervals

Bald Nich Mar- Town Sidl Cros Fair Foxv MNonu Harp Sala Ster Hawk Red

Time Knob Mt tin Hill Fill Mt viow illc Knob Fy Towr Gap Mt Knob
9-9:30 — == 5 = == 2 e 1l = 2 = 0 = -
9:30-10 -~ -~ 0 - 3 0 - 2 - - 2 9 -
10-10:30 17 ~-- © 722 o 2 11 3 0 43 10 -
10:30-11 28 - 0 26 21 10 5 11 18 14 29 3
11-11:30 0 -- 50 18 38 17 T 31 17 16 26 83
11:30-12 0 12 52 2 73 72 6 & 3 3 7 67 55 124
12-12:30 0 304 ¢© 2 3 13 5 8 L, 1 ., 16 109
12:30-1 L IS 6 0o 63 1 5 0 26 5 317 94
1-1:30 25 39 259 15 6 0 2 8 5 1, 35 7
1:30-2 12 36 791 11 2 7 10 6 7 12 104
2-2:30 1 2L 36 L1 123 10 18 7 39 11 19 T 36
2:30-3 12 9 6 3 7033 1 1 2k 1 3
3-3:30 0o 10 O 0O 11 5 1 2 96 390 6 59 102 0
3:30-L 0 - 0 1 31 7 1 1 2 T/ 3 710
L-4:30 L - 0 o L 0 2 0 9 - 0 g 200 O
L:30-5 0 0 1 - 2 2 0 3 - 0 I o
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Table 2 shows the combined total for all snecics by half-hour intervals at
1L sclected stations, Although oceasional birds were seen bafore 10 o'clock and
after kL, the main movemont all Maryland points tonk place between these hours,
The highest half-hour count, on the othor hand, occurrcd at any time from
10:30 a.m. (Wills Mountain, now shown in Table 2) to 4 p.me in Maryland, and as
late as }:20 at Tawk Mountain., It is intercsting to note that at no two Mary-
land stations was the peak flicht recordsd in the same half-hour interval, The
figures for Foxville, Monument Knood and Harpers Forry suggest that the flight
of 110 birds noted betwcen 1:30 and 2 at the first location was subscquently
recorded at the otheor two stations, ©tut the birds seen carlicr in the day at
Foxville scem largely *to have bcen missed at tho other points,

Table 3. Daily hawk counts in Maryland and otheor northeastern states.

Locality Septembor dates

. 0 01 1w 18 1 LA 2 WA B
Mount Tom 52207 198 39 96 357 765 -- 13 120 -
Coopcrstown I T8 = = - = = .- -— 51

12 222 1227 Rain L6 2222 1,36

Montclair Qu. - -— 156 13

Hawk Mountain 92 2717 1035 477 1039 1105 TB7L Rain 351 TL70 282
sterretts Gap 35 = T250 — 7295 — - - -— 310 ==
7ills Mount'n e -- 1715 S R— -_— 47 - — = -
Nicholas Mtn, - 19 693 7 —_— -— == — o mm -
Monument Knob — - 750 5 - —_— - - -~ 232 151
Roaring Plains -~ 1L5 2FC - — - 017 6 -~ Iy T
Cove Point - — - - — 2210 3 1, 157 97
Cape Charles 170 95— _— - —_— = - _— - -

Table 2 gives a comparison of hawk £1ights at L Maryland stations with those
at most of the best known observation points in othor northeastorn states. Days
when no observations wero made are indicated by dashas. The dates selocted for
the table were those for which tias most data wore available:s the weckend of
September 10-11, and the peried from the 17th through the 25th, The peak counts
for all stations includcd in the tablc were rocorded during thie period shown,
Except for the last two arcas showing the coastal f{light, thec localities arc
arranged from north to south, Underscorcd connts incicate that observations were
made throughcout the greater part of the day. Tho carly flight at Capc Charles

on September 10 is notcworthy. The maximum Yawk Mountain count on the 1lth (a
Sunday) was not roflscted by high reports from othcr areas, although very fow
Maryland localitius were patrolled on this carly datc, This table indicates that
our choice of Sepitember 17 was indeed a lucky one, but that scveral other days
such as the 11th, the 19t , 20th, 21st, and 2Lth (none of them wcokends,
unfortunately) might have been equally rowarding. The Montelair poak on the

2hth must have gone through somc part of Maryland even later. Hawk Mountain can
be justly proud of its continuous finc rccord as comparcd with the sporadic high
counts at other obsorvation points,

Comparisons betwcen Hawk Mountain and Stcrrett's Gap give still further
evidenee that a great majority of tho Iawk Mountain Broad-wings do not continue
to follow the ridge, but head south oveor the flat country,., Many oif thesec birds
probably subscquently turn up on South Mountain, but the fact that South Moun-
tain counts have always bagn consistomily bolow thosc of Hawk Mountoin suggests
that cither thoe Hawk Mountain flight disnerses, or that it has not yct been
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intercepted. The rscords of higher counts further south in the Blue hidge
gountains of Virginia (5henandoah National Park) stimulate Marylanders toward
furtrer investigation.

On September 18, winds were chiefly from the scuthwest an#t consequently all
counts were low, No area exczpt Honument Knob was covered for mcre than 4 hours.
A large group of observers at %ills ilountain under the guidance of Han Living~
stone submittad the highest count of the day - 41 hawks. Dr. and MMrs. Stauffer
counted 36 on Sideling Hill; diss Lenderking, r. Gross and 'r, Blowers observed
36 at Foxville; James Deetz found 28 at Nicholas; Messre. Hodgdon, Low and others
counted 17 at 5t. Johns Kock, and Messrs., Baldwin, Taylor and Dullois identified
5 at slonument Knob.

The highest one=-day hawk count ever ruoported for Maryland was made on
September 21 at Lore's Pond just north of Sclomons in Calvert County by George
Kelly. After receiving word of a large flight on the prreviocus day, Mr.
Kelly stood watch from 10 to 5 and counbed 2214 hawke, Tleven hundred of these
were sighted at 10:25 as they passad high overhead in a single long flock, A4s
early as 10 c¢'clock a floght of 96 was seen, and by 11:15 when the wind shifted
from northwest to southwest, 2137 hawks had boen counted. On subsequent days
Mr. Kelly explcred other areas between Cove Point and Solomons and also made
ohservations by boat offshore, He
found that the hawks arrived on a
brecad front Irom Cove Point to
Drum Point, traveling just south
of weet as they came in from over
Chesapealks Bay, Cbservations from
16 dirfsrent points indicated that
thers was no lécation from which
the entire flight could be viewed,

The arrows on Map 2 show
the lecations where hawk flights
were observed during the fall of
1949, and the direction of each
flight. The length of each arrow
indicates the distance through
which the birds were under cbser=
vation, and is not an indication
o{ the number of birds recorded
at each place.

vr. Xelly's observations are
summarized in Table 4. In addi-
tion to the birds shown on the
table, many Bald Tagles and
Ospreys were seen, but these two
specles were not counted except

MAP 2. LOCATION OF HatiX FLIGHTS where they were definitely known
RYCORDID IN THR COVT FOINT AETZA to be migrating birds. The best
BY GTORGE KILLY. flights occurred on light north-
wasterly or light northeasterly
winds.,
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Table Lo  Suwumary of obscrvations in tho Cove Point arca by George Kelly

Septenber Detobar

Date a2 oz 24 3 o2 XL B2
Hrs. of observation 7 % 1 L4y Ly 11 13 3 i 3/L
sharp-shinncd Hawk 27 2 12 19 37 3 1 5 5
Coopcr's Hawk 1 1 2 2 1 2 1
Rod-tailed Hawk 1 1 1
Broad-wingnd Hawk 2169 130 25 31

Rald Eagle 2 h 1
Marsh Hawk ly 6 2 1 1
Qspray 1 2

Duck Hawk 1
Pigcon Hawk 1 1 1

Sparrow llawk g 1 5 13 3

unident. falcon 1 6

other unidentificd 1

Total 770 3 m W7 ST 7T k3B O9 8

Robert J. Beaton and cthors made froquent weclkend trips to Monumcnt Knob on
South Mountain, and identificd from 50 to 100 hawks per day during the first
thrce woekends of October, about 25 to 50 per day in Nowember, and a few scat-
+tcred birds including a Rougn-logned Pawk and a Golden Eagle on Deccmber 3.0ther
folden Bagles were rocorded on october 16 and November 1l, Some of Mr, Becaton's
figurcs werc published in 13irds of thce Scason® in the November-December and
January-February is-sucs of The Tood Thrushj; he will publish a more comprchensive
roport at the conclusion of his 1950 studics.

The results of the presant cooperative study have been most cncouraging,
and all vho participated arc cager to continie it in future years. Yo have
learned” that Broad-wings follow necarly all of the higher ridges in substantial
numbcrs, but it will take scveral more cooperative venturcs before we know which
ridges are consistontly bost, and vhich have the largost flights under various
wind conditions. It is quits possible that on a northcast or a southcast wind
the hawk migration pattcrn would bc quite differcnt from that which occurs
under the influcnce of winds from the wost or northwest. Tie have much to lcarn
about thc reolative abundance of the various snecios on tue different flight
lincs, and about the cxact routes tuken by thc birds which pass by our obscrva-
tion points. Tl¢ still know rvirtually nothing about where the Hawk Mountain
birds cross our State, and wo havc cxcocdingly little information on the spring
migration, Mr., Kelly's Cove Point obscrvations stimulate rencwed intecrest in
the coastal flight which prosumably passcs almost unnoticed over the Occan
City arca, continucs soutivrard to Capc Charles at the mouth of the Chesapeake,
thcn (at lcast in part) turns northw:rd and foliows the castcern shorc of
Chosapeake Bay north to Hooprr!'s Island, crosses thc bay to Cove Point on the
wostorn side, thon movaes acrass the lower Patuxent River and continucs in an
unknown coursc throurh St, Marys County and across the Potomac River. Somc-
where along this long and circultous routc thore arc most probably somc oX-
ccllont concontration peinis yot to be discovercd.

- 10 -
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As Mr. James L. Zdwards suggests, the Broad-winged Hawk has a marked ten-
dency to travel long distance over flat couniry, and to shift from one ridge to
gnother, It is quite possible that cooparative observations at the peak of the
sharp-shinned and Red-tail flight in middle or late October may furnish better
results on the religbility of the various ridges than does the Broad-winged
flight. Consequently the week-ends of September 16-17 and October 21-22 will
pe set aside for statewide participation in hawk counts. We shall plan the most
intensive coverage for Saturday, but hold Sunday as an alternative in case of
pad weather. As a result of the 1249 discoveries it is expected that several of
the more promising locations will be visited on many other dates by individual
members or small groups. If accurate counts and other pertinent data are mailed
promptly to the local field trip chairmen, this information will be available to
other members who may wish to make hawk cbservations during the fall migration,
and it will also contribute to our increasing knowledge of hawk flights over
the State as a whols.

Chandler 5. Robbins

ARNT  AKUNDZL BIRD CLUB ORGANIZZD

The sixth Local Unit of the Society came into being Tuesday night, February
7, when the Anne Arundel Bird Club was formally organized in a meeting at the
Club House on Gibscn Island. Plans had been well laid in advance by interested
people of Gibson Island, under the leadership of Col. and :drs., F. H., Vinup. It
was decided at the outsat that the club be countr-wide in scope, and that it be
organized under the constitution of the State Soclely as a local unit,

At the initial mceting, State President Orville Crowder spoke on birding ac-
tivities in Maryland, and the organizational structure of the Ornithological So-
ciety. Officers were chosen - Col. Vinup as President, Lt.Comdr. ''m, H. Berry as

‘Vice Fresident, Mrs. John /. Hodges as Secretary-Treasurer. A preliminary draft
of by-laws was at hand, and was referred to Judge Henderson, as By-laws Committee
Chairman, for subsequent report.

As most of the initial mémbership reside at Gibson Island, meetings will be
held there for the present. Later en, it is hoped that meetings may be alternated
between Gibson Island and Annapolis.

HARFORD COUNTY CLUB DTWTLOPING FAST

Although only three months old, the Harford County unit of the Society is
already a lusty infant, with a membershin now past the 50 mark.

On Novembor 14 the club presented its first paid-admission lecture - a talk
on Eagle Banding by Charles A. Brolsy, the famous "TJagle Man" of Canada and Flor=-
ida, Mr, Breley won an instant place in the hearts of club members, and the siz-
able audience at the Bel Air High School auditorium spent a delightful svening.

An enthusiastic planning committee met in November at the home of Mr. & Mrs.
Wm, ¥, Finney at Churchville. By-lavs werc agreed upon, tying in with the consti-
tution of the State Societv, and progfam plans for the coming months waere worked
out, At the February monthly mesting, the by-laws were formally adopted, and the
first of a series of four talks on Basic Urnithology was presented by Orville
Crowder.
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ESEASON.

November and December, 1949

s

The months of November and December, particularly the latter,
were abnormally warm throughcut the 3tate, Furthermore, the occa-
sional spells of hard freezing weather which we usually expect at
intervals throughout these mcenths were uniformly mild. On on%y two
nights in the entirs period did the temperatgre fall below 26~ at
Washington, and sven then the winimum was 217. Under such conditions
‘the later migrants tend %o remain north of their regular winter range,
but the respcnse of the vavricus species differs from year to year,
go it is not possibdie to prediast in advance just which species will
be particularly abundant in Maryland in any given winter,

Last year, Pipits, Robins and Ruby-crowned Kinglets were most
conspicuously affscced by the warm winier., This year the above
species were only sliightly above their normsl wintering numbers in
our State, but the Fileld Sparrow was noticeably abundant everywhere
.gxcept on the Allegheny Plateau. Once again the presence of some
erratic northern visitors remianded us that even in the warmest
winters 1t is not unusual to have flights of northern birds. Such
visitations are governed mcre by food supply in the far north than
by current weather conditions.

‘ Since the Christmas Counts will be written up in detail in the
next lssue, the present report will be concerned largely with other
records which have been submitted during the period,

Herons, Gannet, Interesting late reports of herons included 5
American Egrets in Otter Poiat Creeck on Hov. 5 (Harford Co. fleld
trip), a Green Heron near the Choptank River bridge on Nov. 13 (Etta
Wedge and others), and 2 or 3 American Bitterns in the Elliott Island
marshes throughout the period (Robert Stewart). Gannets were con-
stantly in sight along the Maryland coast on Nov. 12, and were moving
southward at the rate of about 50 per hour (Baltimore Club trip).

Waterfowl. There were several reports of Blue and Snow Geess
(see Wov. 11-13 field trip report) from the Eastern Shore. Gadwalls
were especially numerous at Savannah Lake, where Ted Hake counted
over 400 on Nov, 5, A few Shovellers were found in the Elliott
Island marshes as usual, and Commander Berry and Arthur Wright found
7 at Sandy Point on Dec., 31, Redheads are comparatively scarce away
from tide water, but were recorded more frequently than usual at
Patuxent Refuge. Single birds were discovered on Druid Lake in Balti-
more on Nov. 9 and 11 by Pearl Heaps, and 2 were found at the Marshall
Dierssen State Came Refuge at Pennyfield on Nov. 24 by Robert Beaton.
Up to 45 Ring-necked Ducks were recorded in the latter area on Nov.27
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by Shirley Briggs. A flock of American Golden-eyes at Duck Island
Cove, 1 mile south of Elliott, contained an estimated 250 birds on
Nov. 18, 1000 on Nov, 29, and a maximum of 1500 on Dec. 10 (Stewart).
Miss Heaps found 3 Buffle-heads on Druid Lake as early as Oct. 30,
and recorded from 3 to & individuals there fairly regularly through
Dec. De She also had small numbers of Ruddy Ducks from Oct. 3
through Dec. 4. Haven Kolb saw 3 of the latter species at Loch Raven
on Nov, 26 -~ his firt record in that locality.

Vultures and Hawkse. Miss Briggs recorded as many as 25 Black
Vultures at Pennyfield (Seneca) on Nov, 27, and Robert Beaton saw
from 4 to 6 at Monument Knob on South Mountain between Nov. 11 and
Decs 3., The northernmost record for the period was a group of 3
found at Middle River, Baltimore County, on Nov, 20 by Edwin Willis.
The more interesting hawk records have been included in the feature
article of this issue,

Shorebirds, CGulls and Terns., Most species of shorebirds normally
leave Maryland for the south In Sentember or October, but this year
many species remainsd later than usual and some established new late
records, & Semipalmated Plover found at Elliott Island by Robert
Stewart on Nov, 30, is the latest on record for the State. The same
observer noted 2 Black-bellied Plover in that area as late as Dec. 9.
Although the Black-belly winters regularly in small numbers along
the Maryland coast, the above date 1s the latest for Chesapeake Bay.
Robbins, Low, and other participants in the Baltimore Club trip to
Ocean City and Blackwater Refuge established late records for the
hite-rumped Sandpiper in the former locality on Nov. 12, and for the
Spotted Sandpiper at Blackwater on the 13th. The same party found a
Dowitcher ancd 3 Lesser Yellow-legs at Kent Warrows on Nov, 11, and a
flock of 8 Dowitchers zt Blackwater on the 13th. Also on the 13th,
Commander Berry and Arthur Wright observed 11 Dowitchers at Sandy
Point; this is the latest record for the western shore of Chesapeake
Bay. Other late shorebird records were a Pectoral Sandpirer on Nov,1lO
(Robbins) and a Grester Yellow-legs on the 20th (Stewart), both at
Patuxent Refuge. The latter species wintsrs regularly in small num-
bers on the lower Eastern Shore, hut had not previously been recorded
at such a late date west of the Chesapeake, Mrs. F,H, Vinup observed
2 Black-backed Gulls at Gibson Island on Dec., 26; there are few other
records north of Sandy Point and Kent Island, but this species should
be watched for throughout the tidal areas of the State. Three Royal
Terns were still present at Ocean City, Nov. 12 (Baltimore Club trip).

Snowy Owl.. One of the highlights of the period was the rela-
tively large number of reports of the Snowy Owl. Small numbers of
this arctic species migrate southward to the latitude of Maryland or
Pennsylvania at intervals of approximately four years, corresponding
to 'the cyclic changes in abundance of the lemming in the far north.
Although the present incursion may not be the largest to have taken
place in Maryland, it is furnishing more definite records than any
previous year, November or Decembar records were received from 11
Maryland counties as follaws: Allegany Co.t! 1 was shot about Dec. 6
on Piney Mt. by Jack and George Booth of Earrelville; Washington Co.t
1 was shot at Hegerstown Municipal Airport on Dec., 8 by George bDubin-
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sky, after belng present for about a week; another was seen In Hagers-
town on Dec, 13 and shot on the following dar by Donald Dundas;
Frederick Co.: 1 was rvported to the Game and Inland Fish Cormission;
Baltimore Co.: The first Maryland record of the season was a bird
photographed at the home of Paymond D. Bergin in Baltimore City on
Nov. 21; Hervey Brackbill reported that 4 birds from Baltimore County
were brought to Baltimore taxidermists between Dec. 6 and 18;
Montgomery Co.: 1 was seen near Seneca on Nov, 27 by Alva Nye'
another was observed at Erookmont on Dec. 31 by Philip A. DulMont;
Prince Georges Co.t 1 was seen on Dec. 5 at Clinton by llalcolm Davis;
Mr. Brackblll reported that one which was killed in this county was
taken to a Baltimore taxldermist betwesn Dec. € and 18; still another
was captured in Greenbelt; Anne Arundel Co.: 1 was seen at Gibson
Island on Dec. 31 by Mrs. F, H, Vinup; Xent Co.t Brackbill reported
that one bird was brought to a Baltimore taxidermist; Caroline Co.:
Robert Wood saw one &t Gresnsbhoro on Nov. 253 Dorc;ester Co,.: 1 was
seen at Blackwater Refuge on Deec. 10 and 11 by Steecle Webster and T.
H, Cunningham; Worcester Co.: Thomefs Donnelly found one north of
Ocean City on Dec. 7, end 1t was seen again on the following day by
John Willoughby and Edwin Davis.

Mourning Dove, Phoebe, Barn Swallow, A flock of 75 Mourning
Doves at Laytonsville on Dec. 17 (Low) is an unusual Piedmont concen-
tration for that late dats., Ruth Strosnider found a late Phoebe at
Pennyfield on Dec. 10, and on the 17th, single birds were seen at
Cabin John (Clara Schoenbauer, Ada M, Smith) and at Glbson Island
(Mrs, ¥, H, Vinup). Although Phosbes winter regularly in Worcester
County and irregularly in Chsrles County, the fall migration is
usually terminated hy the first week in November. Only in a season
with uniformly mild temperatures could one expect so many exception-
ally late records of this insect-eating bird. Brooke Meanley ob-
served 2 late Barn Swallow at Ocean Clty on Hov, 6,

Raven, Catbird. Robert Beaton recorded 3 more Ravens from Monu-
ment Knob, South Mountain, on Yov, 26, This species apparently
occurs east of Allegany County more frequently thsn has been general-~
ly supposed, Late Catbirds were seen at Chalk Point on Nove 1 (E.J.
Besson), Baltimore on Hov, 16 (Willis), and Patuxzent Refuge on Nov,
20 (Meanley and Stewart) but the number of wintering birds in
southern Maryland and the lower EKastern Shore was not above normal,

Warktlers. One of the rarest of Maryland warblers, the Orange-
crowned, appcared at the fecding station of Richard Cole in Towson
just prior to Dec. 8, and remained several days, Brooke Meanley es-
tablished the first Eastern Shore record of the Nashville Warbler on
Nov. 6, when he and members of the D, C. Audubon 3Society observed a
very late migrant at close range at Ocean City. Other late strag-
glers included a RBlack-poll Warbhbler at Willards on the Baltimore
Club trip of Nov., 12 (Robbins), a Yellow Palm Warbler at Unity from
Nov. 25 to the end of the period (Low), an Oven~bird at Baltimore on
Nov, 8 (Willis), a Northern YWater-thrush at Solomons on Dec. 12
(George Kelly), and a ¥Ysllow=-throat at College Park on Nov, 13
(Meanley ),
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Baltimore Oriole, A Baltimore Crlole, which was studied at
leisure In the Pocomoke Swamp at Willards by all participants on the
Nove 12 trip, is the latest on record for the State of Maryland.

Finches and Sparrows. Once more Evening Grosbeaks moved south
into Maryland 1in gmall numbers, The first flock of 8 was seen at
Patuxent Refuge on Nov., 19 by Robhbins and Llewellyn, The Pine
Siskin flight was smaller than usual, and few birds remained through
December. Edwin Willis noticed that Towhees were comparatively
gcarce In the Middle River area in November; he saw his last bird on
Nov. 24, Meanley and Charles C, Handley, Jr., recorded a tremendous
flight of White-crowned Sparrows in the Frederick Valley on Oct. 29,
and Meanley found 50 still present at Doubs as late as Nov. 1ll. The
only Snow Bunting to be reported was a single bird discovered on
Decs 7 at Gibson Island by Mrs. Vinupe.

Chandler 3. Robbins

EASTERN SHORE FIELD TRIP: NOVEMBER 1ll-13

, The Baltimore Club, led ¥y Chandler Robbins had 3 satisfying
days of continuous birding in a leisurely but thorough manner. Seven
Wilson's Snipe, 3 Greater Yellow-legs and a Dowltcher at Kent Narrows
were the forerunners of a long list of shorebirds. An American Egret
was a late record for Bombay Hook Refuge and, in =2ddition, there were
1 American Bittern, 50 Gadwall and several Hooded Mergansers, The
spray-splashed rocks at the Indian River Inlet, Delaware, produced 8
‘Purple Sandpipers and along the Maryland cosst there were 3 Royal
-‘Terns and 50 Gannets, in addition to Common and Red-throated Loons,
Double-crested Cormorants, and an interesting assortment of ducks.

On Nov, 13 approaching Vienna at the Nanticoke River one Blue
Goose was standing on the edge of the rond, Savannah Lake was plen-
tifully sprinkled with Whistling Swan, Canada Geese and Beldpate, and
at Elliott Island Shovellers, a2 Virginia Rail 2nd a Migrant Shrike
were recorded, Ten Brown-headed Nuthatchcs were observed working on
~the cones of the loblolly pines. Eight belated Dowitchers were prob-
ing in the mud at the Blackwater Wildlife Refuge. The commonest
duck in this 2zrea was the Bcldpate., One thousand Canada Geese, 250
Green-winged Teal, 3 Hooded Mergansers, and 1 Spotted Sandpiper were
observed. The latter was an additional late record for Maryland.
‘Eleven people participated and the total number of species ohserved
was 113,

Lorina M. Wendt
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