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FIRST RECORD OF NORTHERN WHEATEAR 
(Oenanthe  oenanthe )  IN MARYLAND 

MICHAEL O'BRIEN 

Late in the af ternoon of  Wednesday,  Sep tember  11, 1990, I was  walking along the 
edge of  Hog Island Marsh in Caroline County on my way  to a marsh  bird survey point  
that  I was visiting as a part  of  the Maryland Depar tment  of  Natural  Resources '  
Nocturnal  Marsh Bird Study. My survey point  was loca ted  on a na r row sandy dike 
impounding a small pond and e levated two  or three feet  above  the marsh  surface.  This 
provided  an excel lent  v iew of the adjacent  marsh, among  the mos t  ex tens ive  and 
beautiful  p ieces  of  marsh  along the Choptank River. When I arr ived at the dike I f lushed 
a small  pale  b rown bird about  fifty yards  ahead of  me. The bird f lew a shor t  d is tance  
and landed back on the dike. At first I thought  it was  a Horned  Lark (Eremophila 
alpestris) based on its size, color, and habitat  select ion,  but  as soon  as I saw it through 
binoculars  I real ized it was a Northern  Wheatear.  I immedia te ly  re turned  to my t ruck  
where  I had a camera  and ske tch  pad. Upon re turning to the dike I re loca ted  the 
whea tea r  and s tudied the bird for the  remaining hour  of  daylight as it foraged on the 
dike. During that  t ime I made  a ske tch  and took  several  photographs.  

After  it became  too dark to see  I left  the  site (abandoning my marsh  bird surveys  
for the evening)  and drove to the neares t  pay phone  in Easton.  I cal led the proper ty  
owner  and informed him about  the whea tea r  and asked if it would  be possible  for o ther  
birders to look for it. He graciously a l lowed me to bring a small  number  of  people  to 
the site as long as I accompan ied  them. I then  phoned  Rick Blom who in turn cal led 
several  birders and arranged for them to m e e t  me the nex t  day. The whea tea r  remained  
in the vicinity of  the dike through Friday, Sep tember  13. Four  groups total ing 29 people  
were  able to see the bird on Thursday and Friday. I e scor ted  ano ther  group to the site 
on Saturday but the bird was  gone. 

Optics used during the observa t ion  were  Zeiss 10x40 binoculars  and var ious  
t e lescopes  including a Questar  on Sep tember  13. Dis tance f rom the bird ranged from 
as c lose as 15 feet  (4.5 m) to about  200 feet  (61m). The wea the r  was  clear, warm, and 
calm on Sep tember  11 and 12. On Sep tember  13 skies were  overcas t  and there  was  
occas iona l  drizzle. On Sep tember  14 (by which t ime the bird had gone)  a cold front  had 
passed  and it was clear, cool, and breezy. 

The fol lowing descr ip t ion is based on a compos i te  of  field notes  and ske tches  
t aken  on Sep tember  11, 13, and 13. 
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Overal l  s ize and shape  was  s imi l a r  to a b lueb i rd  (Sialia sp.), p a r t i cu l a r l y  a Mounta in  
Bluebi rd  (S. c~lrrucoides), t hough  s l igh t ly  s m a l l e r  wi th  a p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  smal l  head,  sho r t e r  
tail, and  longer  legs. The bill was  s l i m m e r  than  an Ea s t e r n  Blueb i rd ' s  (S. sialis) and more  
warb le r - l ike  or pipi t - l ike.  The bird t e n d e d  to s t and  e rec t  and very  ac t ive ly  bob i ts  head up and 
down and wag i ts  tail. I.t spen t  m o s t  of i ts  t ime  on the  g round  but  s o m e t i m e s  p e r c h e d  in smal l  
bushes  and, on at l eas t  one occas ion ,  p e r c h e d  in a lone dead  l ree  in the midd le  of the 
iml )oundment .  It s e e m e d  to feed  p r i m a r i l y  on the  g round  on insec t s ,  p e r h a p s  smal l  
g rasshoppers .  At one t ime,  however ,  it was  seen  to ac t ive ly  f lycatch,  f lying severa l  feet  into 
the air  and t u m b l i n g  to the  ground,  nmch  l ike an Amer i can  Reds ta r t  (Setophaga rllticilla). 
Apparen t ly  it was  in pu r su i t  of m o s q u i t o e s  a t  th is  t ime. In many  ways  the b i rd ' s  a p p e a r a n c e  
and behav io r  r e s e m b l e d  a fall p l m n a g e d  w e s t e r n  Pahn  Warb le r  (Det~droica l;almarartQ, 
b r o w n i s h  above  and pa le r  below,  wi th  a pa le  eye s t r ipe,  th in  bill, wagg ing  tail, and ground 

dwel l ing  habi ts .  

The bill, eyes, and legs were  black. The vet~f base of the lower  mandible,  the gape, and 
probably  the inside of the mouth  were  dark, dull  pink. The crown, nape, back, arrd scapulars  were 
medium brown. The nape had a s l ightly gray cast  ( ra ther  consp icuous  under  overcas t  sk ies  of 
September  13 but difficult to see t inder bright  sunl ight)  making  it the cooles t  par t  of the 
upperparts .  The back  and scapulars  had a sl ight c innamon cast, making  them the warmes t  parl 
of the upper-parts. Although it was  difficult to .judge, the crown seemed to be intermediate ,  
appear ing b rowner  than the nape  but  graver  than the back. There was  a conspicuous  cream 
colored superc i l ium that  ex tended  from the forehead to the pos te r ior  port ion of the ear  coverts.  
The port ion in front of the eye and across  the forehead was  a sl ightly darker  creamy buff. On the 
left side of of the head the superc i l ium th inned out behind the eye and very faintly cm~ed  down 
behind the ear  coverts.  On the right side of the head, however,  it s eemed  to broaden sl ightly 
behind the eye and te rmina te  abrupt ly  in a rounded ruanner jus t  shor t  of the end of the ear coveter s. 
This a symmet ry  may indicate  the final s tages  of a molt. The eye was  bordered in front by a 
rounded dark  spot  which was  about  one-half  to one-third the size of the eye. There was  a narrow 
pale area be tween  the eye spot  arrd the bill. The post -ocular  s tr ipe and the upper  por t ion of the 
ear cover ts  were  medium to dark gray-brown. The lower  por t ion of the ear coverts,  composed  of 
longer, pale c innamon feathers,  formed s t r eaks  across  the darker  t ipper por t ion of ti le ear  
coverts. The c innamon-colored  lower  ear  cover ts  appeared  to be the brightest,  wa rmes t  brown 
color on the bird. There was  a thin, pale arc be low the eye, the rear  end of which roughly para l le led  
the c innamon streaks.  

Tlre vei:f upper  por t ion of the chin and a narrow- area  below the ear  coverts  were cremuy 
white like the superei l imn.  The rest  of the throat,  including a very faint j aw str ipe ex tending  up 
to the junc tu re  of tire bill and lore spot, were  warm buff. The breas t  was  s imi lar  but at  t imes  
appeared  darker,  forming a very faint band on the lower  breast.  The belly, flanks, and under ta i l  
coverts  were  warm buff, s imi lar  to the throat,  though at t imes  they appeared  sl ightly paler. The 
vent  and a very nar row str ip up the center  of the belly to the lower  breas t  were  cream-white ,  
s imilar  in color  to the chin and superci l ium. There were  three or four very small  dark spots,  as 
least  one appear ing  to be a nar row bar, on the breast.  These may have been re ta ined juvenal  
feathers. The fresh basic  p lumage feathers  on the underpar t s  had both buffand white  componenl  s 
which, during ex t remely  close obser~-ations, c rea ted  a very faint barred or spot ted  effect 
par t icular ly  at the s ides  of the breas t  and s ides  of the belly. At the ex t reme  s ides  of the breas t  there  
was a tuft of white  feathers  some t imes  visible where  the breas t  met  lhe wing. 

The leading edge of the folded wing was  also white.  Tile median  coverts  were  small  and 
rounded with dark centers  and broad buff fringes. The grea ter  cover ts  also had dark centers  and 
broad buff fringes (which all but concea led  the dark  centers).  Tile t ips of the innermos t  
(rearmost)  one or two greater  cover ts  were  cons iderably  paler  than the rest, forming a usual ly  
conspicuous pale rear  sect ion to an o therwise  very indis t inc t  wing bar. All ter t ia ls  had b lackish  
centers and broad buff fringes. Tile secondar ies  were probably  si ini larly pa t te rned  but the dark  
centers were largely concealed,  forming a r ich buf fpanel  on tile wing (only the buff fringe visible). 
The outermost  ( lowermost )  secondary  ei ther  drooped be low the others  at the tip or had a 
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narrower buff fringe at the tip revealing a blackish center. The primary coverts had narrow pale 
fringes and blackish centers. The prinmries were rather long, reaching at least halfway down the 
tail. They were blackish with very narrow but sharply defined whitish edges. The whitish tips 
were broader and much more conspicuous. 

The tail was more or less square ended. All feathers had narrow but conspicuous whitish 
tips. The central feathers were otherwise ink black. The remaining feathers were ink black on the 
distal half and white on the basal half, forming a bold inverted "T" on the tail which was generally 
visible only in flight. The rump was white. The border between the white rump and brown liack 
was shaqa and was at the same level as the dark base/light tip border of the second (middle) tertial 
on the folded wing. In flight, when baeklit, all the primaries and secondaries appeared translucent 
except for a faint {lark subterminal spot on each feather. The flight was bluebird-like although 
perhaps a bit quicker. No vocalizations were heard. 

D I S C U S S I O N  

The mos t  similar species ,  Isabell ine Wheatear  (Oenanthe isabelli~m) of  North 
Africa and the Middle East, (:an be e l iminated  f rom cons ide ra t ion  for a variety of  
reasons .  According  to C lement  (1987), Isabel l ine  s h o w s  pa le r  wings  tha t  lack 
contras t ingly  dark-centered  cover t s  (a fea ture  no ted  on the  Hog Is land bird)  and a 
smal ler  white  rump pa tch  than Northern.  In that  paper ,  i l lustrat ions by Alan Harris 
s h o w  the upper  edge of  the  whi te  rump pa t ch  to be even  wi th  the  tip of  the third tert ial  
on Isabelline but  meet ing  the middle  of  the  s e c o n d  tert ial  on Nor the rn  ( the same 
pa t te rn  descr ibed  above on the Hog Island bird).  This fea ture  is not  specif ical ly  no ted  
in the test, however .  J o n s s o n  (1992) no te s  that  on Isabel l ine the  tail band  would  be dark 
brown,  not  black (as no ted  on the  Hog Island bird) and the  ear  cover t s  would  be paler  
and less rufous than  on Nor the rn  (ear  cover t s  no ted  as the  w a r m e s t  b r o w n  par t  of  the  
Hog Island bird). Lewington  et al. (1991) no te  that  Isabell ine would  typically have a 
faint superci l ium tha t  is whi te r  in f ront  of  the eye than  beh ind  it, w h e r e a s  Nor thern  
would  normal ly  s h o w  a bo lde r  superc i l ium that  is whi te  beh ind  the eye ( the la t ter  
pa t te rn  no ted  on the Hog Island bird). Fur the r  d i f fe rences  f rom Nor thern  include a 
b roader  tail band, a t h i c k e r  bill, bulkier  p ropor t ions ,  and paler,  buffer  overall  co lora t ion  
(Clement  1987). All o the r  w h e a t e a r s  have e i ther  a very d i f ferent  tail pa t tern ,  a very 
different  overall p lumage pat tern,  or both  (Clement  1987). 

Age and sex  de te rmina t ion  of female- type  Nor thern  Wheatears  may not  be 
poss ib le  with cer ta inty in the  field (Clement  1987). However ,  the  fact  that  on the Hog 
Island bird the gape and base  of  the  lower  mandib le  were  p inkish  and that  the re  were  
a few dark marks  on the breas t  may be enough  to indicate  a ha tch ing  year  bird tha t  has  

all but  comple t ed  its molt  into first  bas ic  plumage.  An adult  male  can be ruled out by 
the  lack of  black lores and by the slightly off-black color  of  the  wing fea ther  cen te r s  
(black in adult  male)  (Clement  1987). 

Racial  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  may no t  be p o s s i b l e  in the  f ield e i ther ,  bu t  t he  overa l l  
w a r m  co lo ra t ion ,  long legs, up r igh t  s t ance ,  and  hab i t  o f  o c c a s i o n a l l y  p e r c h i n g  on 
b u s h e s ,  and  (at  leas t  once )  on t r e e s  sugges t  O. o. le'~corhoa, t he  " G r e e n l a n d  
Whea tea r "  ( C l e m e n t  1987). 

The sighting was  accep t ed  by the  Maryland and Distr ict  of  Columbia  Bird Records  
Commi t t ee  as the  first  occu r r ence  of  Nor thern  Wheatear  in MaiT/land. 
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FIRST R E C O R D  OF B L A C K - L E G G E D  
KITTIWAKE 

IN BALTIMORE COUNTY 

EIRIK BLOM AND ROBERT RINGLER 

On Saturday,  O c t o b e r  23, 1983 b o t h  a u t h o r s  d rove  to Millers I s land  Road to 
a n n o u n c e  to a n y o n e  w h o  had  s h o w e d  up t h a t  the  week ly  t r ip  to  Hart-Miller  Island 
d redge  spoi l  i m p o u n d m e n t  w as  cance l led .  The  w ind  was  ou t  of  the  s o u t h w e s t  a t  10 to 
20 mph,  and  it was  ra in ing  m o d e r a t e l y  hard.  This  w as  no  day to b e  ou t  on  a boat ,  or to 
be  walk ing  e ight  mi les  a r o u n d  the  t r ee l e s s  i m p o u n d m e n t .  

While we  were  s i t t ing in the  pa r k i ng  lot, t a lk ing  a b o u t  the  t r ip  the  fo l lowing week, 
a b i r d w a t c h e r  did s h o w  up. Had it b e e n  one  of  the  regu la r  pa r t i c i pan t s  we would  have 
told t h e m  the  t r ip  was  off  and  gone  home .  The  b i r d w a t c h e r  t u r n e d  ou t  to  be  f rom upper  
New York Sta te  however ,  and  h a d  dr iven  all t he  way  to Ba l t imore  a f te r  hea r i ng  tha t  the 
w e e k  be fo re  we had  s e e n  and  p h o t o g r a p h e d  an  E a r e d  Grebe  (Podiceps nigricollis) at 
Hart-Miller.  E a r e d  Grebe  would  be  life b i rd  for  him. 

We fel t  that ,  desp i te  the  p r o s p e c t  of  an  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  day, s u c h  ded ica t i on  should  
be  r ewarded ,  so we r e n t e d  a boa t  and  h e a d e d  for  the  i m p o u n d m e n t .  The  New Yorker 
was  well  a w a r e  t ha t  he  was  l ikely to end  up  wet ,  cold, and  w i t h o u t  an  E a r e d  Grebe,  but  
he  v i ewed  the  t r ip  as  an  adven tu re ,  and  w as  look ing  f o r wa rd  to it. 

For  the  f irst  h o u r  or  so the  ra in  was  fair ly light, and  at  9:00 a.m. we were 
a p p r o a c h i n g  the  c e n t e r  d ike  t ha t  d iv ides  the  n o r t h  and  s o u t h  cel ls  of  the  impoundmen t .  
It was  in t he  c o r n e r  of  the  n o r t h  i m p o u n d m e n t ,  c lose  to  the  c e n t e r  dike, t h a t  the  Eared 
Grebe  h a d  b e e n  seen.  We were  50 to 70 ya rds  f rom the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w h e n  B lom called 
a t t e n t i o n  to a smal l  gull f lying s o u t h  a long  the  dike. All t h r e e  o b s e r v e r s  w a t c h e d  the 
b i rd  as it f lew past ,  and  d i s a p p e a r e d  to the  south .  Desp i te  the  c o m f o r t  levels,  the 
~4ewing cond i t i ons  we re  no t  bad.  We c o n c l u d e d  a l m o s t  immed ia t e ly  t ha t  the  b i rd  was 
an  i m m a t u r e  Black- legged Ki t t iwake (Rissa tridactyla), a l t h o u g h  the  New Yorker  
a c k n o w l e d g e d  t ha t  he  h a d  n e v e r  s e e n  one  b e f o r e  and  could  no t  ident i fy  it. 

The b i rd  was  in v iew for  on ly  a m i n u t e  or  so, bu t  we b o t h  n o t e d  the  size, s t r iking 
wing pa t te rn ,  and  b l ack  ha l f  collar.  The c o n d i t i o n s  p r e c l u d e d  tak ing  n o t e s  on  the  spot, 
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b u t  we  d i s c u s s e d  the  field m a r k s  be fo re  p r o c e e d i n g  a f te r  the  grebe.  Regre t t ab ly  it was  
gone,  and  we c o n t i n u e d  a r o u n d  the  i m p o u n d m e n t .  As the  m o r n i n g  wore  on  the  wind  
and  the  ra in  increased ,  and  for  all p rac t i ca l  p u r p o s e s  we did l i t t le or  no  b i r d w a t c h i n g  
t he  res t  of  the  day. 

As s o o n  as we had  r e t u r n e d  to s h o r e  we re t i r ed  to a local  sub  shop  to dry out, w a r m  
up, and  wr i te  d o w n  our  obse rva t ions .  The  fo l lowing n o t e s  ( in pa r t )  we re  s u b m i t t e d  to 
a n d  a c c e p t e d  by the  Mary land  Orn i tho log ica l  Soc ie ty  Reco rds  Commi t t ee .  

Blom: Firs t  impres s ion  was  of  a Ring-bil led Gull  by size. The  first  th ing  tha t  was  
o b v i o u s  was  the  da rk  M p a t t e r n  ac ross  the  back ,  f o r m e d  by da rk  ou t e r  p r imar i e s  and  
a c o n n e c t i n g  da rk  ba r  f rom the  wr is t  on  the  leading edge of  the  wing a l m o s t  to  the  j o in t  
of  t he  body  and  the  ~railing edge of  the  wing. The  res t  of  the  wing was  c lean  and  pale  
(gray  or  white) ,  pa les t  on  the  t ra i l ing edge. There  w as  no  da rk  on  the  t ra i l ing edge of  
t he  wing. The head  was  whi t e  wi th  a da rk  spot  b e h i n d  the  eye and  a b l ack  half -col lar  
o n  the  neck .  The col lar  was  thin.  The  tail  w as  white ,  a p p e a r e d  square,  wi th  a d i s t inc t  
d a r k  t e rmina l  band.  The body  a p p e a r e d  all white .  Eye, leg, and  bill  co lor  we re  no t  seen.  

Ringler: When first  s een  the  b i rd  was  on  our  left, and  we fo l lowed it as  it f lew pas t  
us  at  eye level and  d i s appea r ed  to ou r  right.  It a p p e a r e d  to be  a b o u t  the  size and  s h a p e  
of  a Laughing Gull, a l t hough  no  o t h e r  b i rds  we re  in the  air  for  compar i son .  The flight 
was  m u c h  like tha t  of  a Laughing Gull, r a t h e r  lazy and  no t  hur r ied ,  bu t  direct .  The body  
was  white .  The u p p e r  wing caugh t  m y  a t ten t ion ,  and  I fa i led to o b s e r v e  the  h e a d  closely,  
a l t hough  it s e e m e d  to be  mos t ly  wh i t e  wi th  a da rk  spo t  b e h i n d  the  eye. The  b a c k  was  
gray. The ou te r  p r imar ie s  were  en t i re ly  black;  the  i n n e r  ones  white .  A b l ack  b a n d  
e x t e n d e d  f rom the  ba se  of  the  ou t e r  p r imar i e s  to  a po in t  on  the  midd le  of  the  wing  n e a r  
the  body.  This  b a n d  was  f r inged wi th  b l a c k  spots .  The  po r t i on  of  the  wing  fo rwa rd  of  
the  b a n d  was  gray like the  back;  the  a r ea  to the  r ea r  of  the  b a n d  was  white .  The  overa l l  
e f fec t  was  of  a large le t ter  M ac ros s  the  mant le .  The tail  was  squa red  and  whi t e  e x c e p t  
for  a b lack  b a n d  at the  tip. The u n d e r s i d e  of  the  wing was  white .  

This  is the  th i rd  r e p o r t  of  Black- legged Ki t t iwake  f rom C h e s a p e a k e  Bay, and  the  
first  s u p p o r t e d  by d o c u m e n t a t i o n .  Ki t t iwakes  are  regu la r  w i n t e r  v i s i to rs  to Mary land  
wa te r s  well  o f f shore  in the  At lant ic  Ocean,  and  are  ra re ly  s een  f rom land. A l though  the  
condi t ions ,  s t rong  winds  w i th  an  eas te r ly  c o m p o n e n t  and  rain,  we re  ideal  for  f inding 
ocean ic  s t rays  in C h e s a p e a k e  Bay, th is  b i rd  would  no t  have  b e e n  s e e n  had  no t  our  
c o m p a n i o n  f rom New York s h o w e d  up. We ce r ta in ly  h o p e  he  even tua l ly  found  an  Eared  
Grebe.  

1618 Somerville Road, Bel Air, Maryland 21015 a~d 
6272 Pinyon Pb~e Co~rt, Eldersb~rrg, Ma~?]land 21784 

A N  I N S T A N C E  OF H O U S E  SPARROW 
A G G R E S S I O N  

HAVEN KOLB 

A m o n g  the  ou t s t and ing  charac te r i s t i c s  of House  Spar rows  (Posser domestic.s) is 
t he i r  aggress iveness .  Ben t  (Life His tor ies  of  Nor th  Amer i can  Blackbirds ,  Orioles, 
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Tanagers  and  Allies. Washington ,  1958) beg ins  his  a c c o u n t  of  House  Spa r row  behavior :  
"The Engl ish  Spa r row is a noisy, bo is te rous ,  and  aggress ive  bully in its re la t ion  wi th  
o ther  species."  He t h e n  p r o c e e d s  to po in t  ou t  that. its v ic t ims are no t  only box-dwel le r s  
and ho le -nes te r s  bu t  s o m e t i m e s  open-nes t ing  b i rds  also. 

At Beckleysvi l le  in n o r t h w e s t e r n  Bal t imore  County,  Maryland,  a smal l  co lony  of 
House  Spa r rows  lives a r o u n d  a fo rmer  c ros s roads  genera l  s tore.  Al though my h o m e  is 
only a b o u t  250 m f rom the  c ross roads ,  I have  s een  House  Spar rows  on  my  6.5 acres  
p e r h a p s  a dozen  t imes  in twenty-f ive years  and  a lmos t  a lways  in win te r  a round  my grain- 
ba i ted  band ing  traps.  I was, therefore ,  r a t h e r  su rpr i sed  by the  o c c u r r e n c e  here  descr ibed.  

Abou t  2.5 m above  the  g round  in a c o l u n m a r  b u c k t h o r n  (Rhamnus) I d i scovered  a 
Chipping  Spar row (Spizella passeri~m) nes t  on  July 4, 1988. It was  only abou t  3 m f rom 
a window,  so it was  easily observed .  At the  t ime of d i scovery  an  adul t  was  si t t ing on  the  
nest .  On July 7 an  adult  was  feeding young  tha t  were  at  leas t  a few days old. On July 8 
at  9:50 ( s t anda rd  t ime)  I o b s e r v e d  a male  House  Spar row at the  nest ,  the  first t ime  I had  
ever  s een  a bird  of  tha t  spec ies  on  my  p roper ty  in the  sumnmr .  By 9:55 the  male  was  
jo ined  by  a female.  Bo th  b i rds  p e e r e d  into the  nes t  and  once  or  twice  got  into  it. I did no t  
no te  the  conten ts .  Abou t  9:58 a ch ippy  ar r ived  and  pe r ched  a b o u t  1 m away. During the  
nex t  severa l  minu te s  the  ch ippy  severa l  t imes  a t t acked  the  male  House  Spa r row bu t  was  
easily dr iven  away  each  time. B e t w e e n  a t t acks  the  House  Spa r row b roke  small  dead  
twigs f rom the  lower  pa r t  of  the  b u s h  and  carr ied  t h e m  to the  nest.  At 10:03 the  male  
House  Spar row a p p r o a c h e d  the  chippy, f lu t tered its wings  severa l  t imes  whi le  facing it, 
and  t hen  sudden ly  a t tacked ,  knock ing  the  ch ippy to the  ground.  Fol lowing this  the  male  
con t inued  get t ing twigs, bu t  the  female  depar ted .  A few m inu t e s  la te r  I no t ed  a ch ippy 
on  the  g round  severa l  m e t e r s  away, apparen t ly  foraging bu t  I do no t  k n o w  w h e t h e r  it was  
the  s ame  bird. At 10:15 the  male  House  Spa r row was  still in the  bush ,  ch i rp ing  bu t  no  
longer  ga ther ing  twigs. At 10:30 all b i rds  were  gone and  I found  the  nes t  empty.  But  at  
10:40 the  male  House  Spa r r ow  w as  back,  ga ther ing  grass  and  small  twigs  (now f rom the  
g round)  and  tak ing  t h e m  to the  nest .  A chippy was  hopp ing  a b o n t  on  the  g round  nearby.  
At 10:48 the  House  Spa r row  left. Abou t  10:50 the  ch ippy came  to the  nes t  severa l  t imes  
bu t  did not  get into  it. Twice dur ing  the  h o u r  of  obse rva t ion  a ch ippy car r ied  food but  I 
did not  see  it del iver  it anywhere .  During the  a f t e rnoon  I saw b o t h  House  Spar rows  and  
two ch ippies  in the  vicini ty of  the  b u c k t h o r n  b u s h  but  no t  at  the  nest .  

On the  fol lowing day the  pai r  of  House  Spar rows  was  in the  vicinity, bu t  no t  at  the  
nest .  Two ch ippies  were  a lso p r e s e n t  and  also not  at  the  nest .  However ,  severa l  t imes  the  
chippies  fed a young bi rd  t ha t  was  on  the  g round  wi th in  2 m of  the  buck tho rn .  It had  open  
eyes  bu t  could  no t  fly. I had  no t  seen  it the  day before.  I did not  see  it af ter  th is  day, n o r  
did the  House  Spar rows  a p p e a r  again. 

This  inc iden t  ra i ses  a n u m b e r  of  quest ions ,  for  n o n e  of  wh ich  is the re  a c lear  answer .  
What  b rough t  House  Spa r rows  he re  in s u m m e r  for  the  first  obse rved  t ime  in 25 years?  
Had the  c ros s roads  co lony  b e c o m e  too  large for  avai lable  ne s t  s i tes? If so, why  did the  
House  Spar rows  not  pe r s i s t  in nes t -bui ld ing  af ter  evict ing the  chippies?  Was the re  more  
t han  one  eh ippy nes t l ing?  If so, was  the re  House  Spar row p reda t ion  on  the  nes t l ings?  

18925 Gunpowder Road, Mille'l;s, Ma~land 21107. 



T H E  S E A S O N  

BREEDING SEASON, JUNE 1-JULY 31, 1991 
DANIEL R. SOUTHWORTH AND LINDA SOUTHWORTH 

The breeding season was rather hot and dry with the average temperature slightly 
higher and average precipitation levels slightly lower than normal for both June and July. 
With May hot and dry as well, combined with the preceding abnormally mild winter, 
some birds began nesting early. 

ABBREVIATIONS: DC--District  of Columbia, NWR--National Wildlife Refuge, 
PRNAS--Patuxent River Naval Air Station, SP--State  Park, WMA--Wildlife Management 
Area. 

LOCATIONS (with counties in parentheses): Assateague Island (Worcester), Black 
Hill Park (Montgomery), Bloodsworth Island (Dorchester), Breton Point (St. Mary's), 
Damsite (Kent), Dan's Rock (Allegany), Deep Creek Lake (Garrett), Hart-Miller Island 
(Baltimore), Hooper Island (Dorchester), Kent Narrows (QueenAnne's), Liberty Reservoir 
(both Baltimore and Carroll unless noted otherwise), Loch Raven Reservoir (Baltimore), 
Piney Run Park (Carroll), Remington Famls  (Kent), Sandy Point SP (Anne Arundel), 
Swallow Falls SP (Garrett), Triadelphia Reservoir (Howard unless otherwise noted), 
Violette's Lock (Montgomery), Wilde Lake (Howard), Wye Island WMA (Queen Anne's). 

OBSERVERS: George and Henry Armistead, Polly Batchelder, John Bjerke, Larry 
Bonham, Dave Brinker, Carol and Don Broderick, Martha Chestem, Dave Czaplak, Lynn 
Davidson, Bob Dixon, Jeff Effinger, Ethel Engle (reporting for Caroline County), Jane 
Farrell, Roberta Fletcher, Greg Gough, Jim and Patricia Gruber, Robert Hilton, Marshall 
Iliff, Kye Jenkins, George Jett, Ellen Lawler, Doug Lister, Nancy Magnusson, Stauffer 
Miller, Carolyn Mills, Mariana Nuttle, Michael and Paul O'Brien, Beth Olsen, Peter 
Osenton, Bonnie Ott, Jim Paulus, Elizabeth Pitney (reporting for Wicomico Bird Club), 
Kyle Rambo, Jan Reese, Sue Ricciardi, Bob Ringler, Kathy Russell, Wilbur Rittenhouse, 
Gene Scarpulla, L.T. Short, Connie Skipper, Steve Simon, Teresa Simons, Jo Solem 
(reporting for Howard County), Jim Stasz, Charles Swift, Mary Ann Todd, Mary Twigg, 
David Walbeck, Robert Warfield, Hal Wierenga, Jim Wilkinson. 

Loons, Gt'ebes, Stmwt-Petrels, Gannets. Late migrant Common Loons  were 6 at 
Ocean City on June 6 (M. O'Brien, Wierenga) and 1 there on June 20 (M. O'Brien, Brinker, 
Wierenga). Other reports were 1 on Westminster Reservoir on June 1 and June 30 
(Ringler), 1 at North Branch on June 22 (Siiuons), and 1 in breeding plumage at Kent 
Narrows on July 9 (Reese). A P ied-b i l l ed  G r e b e  was noted at Wye Island WMA on June 
11 (Walbeck+). Bill Rogers reported 3 Wi l son ' s  S t o r m - P e t r e l s  at the mouth of the 
Potomac on July 15, and single Wilson's were noted at Ocean City on June 18 (M. O'Brien) 
and in the Bay near Smith Island on July 23 (Osenton). An injured N o r t h e r n  G a n n e t  
was found at PRNAS on June 1 (Rambo, Lister); a sick bird was found at Assateague and 
2 other gannets at Ocean City on June 4 (M. O'Brien, Wierenga). 
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Pelican, s, Co~norants. M. O'Brien and Wierenga repor ted  45 B r o w n  P e l i c a n s  at 
Ocean City on July 16. Also in Ocean City throughout  the season were  10-25 Doub le -  
c r e s t e d  C o r m o r a n t s  (M. O'Brien). Many o ther  cormorants  were  spot ted during the 
season with 2 immatures  repor ted  at Blockhouse  Point, Montgomets~ County, on June 
1 (Hilton), 2 breeding plumage adults and 8 immatures  at DC on June  1 and 3 the same 
day at Seneca (Czaplak), 1 at Triadelphia on June  2 (Gerald Elgert), 2 at Deep Creek Lake 
on June 8 (Czaplak), 10 at Sandy Point  SP on June  14 (P.O'Brien), over  100 at 
Bloodsworth Island on June  15 (Armisteads),  2 at Violette 's Lock on June 25 (P.O'Brien), 
2 at Tanyard on July 2 (Engle), 2 at Kent Narrows on July 9 and 8 at Breton Point on July 
11 (Reese),  9 at DC on July 14 (Czaplak), and 32 counted at Hart-Mil ler  on July 14 
(Dixon+). 

He~vns, Egrets, Ibis. Inland G r e a t  B l u e  H e r o n s  were  1 on a pond at North Hill 
Road, Garrett  County, on June  13 (Skipper), 1 at Taneytown on June  29 (Reese),  14 at 
Loch Raven on July 6 (Simon), and 1 at Cumberland on July 26 (Twigg). The Armisteads 
counted 111 Great Blue Heron nests  at Bloodsworth  Island on June  15, and Reese 
reported 80 birds at Breton Point  on July 11; the Grubers repor ted  38 at Turner  Creek, 
Kent County on July 20, and Czaplak noted 40 in DC on July 28. The Armisteads found 
a G r e a t  E g r e t  nest  on Bloodswor th  Island on June  15. Other Great Egret  reports  
included 9 birds at the north end of  Libet~ty Reseln'oi r on July 9 (Ringler), 17 at Centennial  
on July 10 (Chestem), 30 at Breton Point on July 11 (Reese),  1 at Black Hill Park on July 
23 (Todd), 2 at Piney Run on July 25 (Ringlet), and 8 at Loch Raven on July 28 (Jenkins). 
Wandering S n o w y  E g r e t s  were  i in DC on July 14 (Czaplak), 1 at Violette 's Lock on July 
18 (Bonham), and 3 at Hart-Mil ler  on July 21 (Dixon+). The Grubers spot ted an 
immature  L i t t l e  B l u e  H e r o n  at Remington on July 21 and 22 C a t t l e  E g r e t s  at Queen 
Anne on June 7. Other Cattle Egrets  repoi~ted were  1 at Louisville, an unusual locat ion 
for mid-summer,  on June  14 (Ringler), 2 at Tanyard on June  21 (Engle), 3 at Taneytown 
on June 29 and 2 at Breton Point  on July 11 (Reese),  34 at Bellevale on July 28 (H. 
Annistead),  and 24 at Ruthsburg on July 31 (Grubers).  Jenkins  noted 19 G r e e n - b a c k e d  
H e r o n s  at Loeh Raven on July 28, and B l a c k - c r o w n e d  N i g h t - H e r o n s  repor ted  
included 2 at Lake Roland, Bal t imore County on July 4 (Walbeck+), 15 fledglings at the 
National Zoo in DC on July 7 (Czaplak), 1 at Wilde Lake on July 16 (Chestem), 1 adult at 
Rockville on July 17-18 and 1 adult at the Shady Grove Metro Station on July 20 (Hilton), 
3 at Worton Creek, Kent County on July 21 (Grubers),  1 adult at Triadelphia on July 28 
(Farrell, Solem), and 1 at Nicolai Pond near  Kerger Road, Howard County on July 31 
(John Ott). Miller repor ted  an adult Y e l l o w - c r o w n e d  N i g h t - H e r o n  in Adamstown on 
July 19, and 38 G l o s s y  Ib i s  were  seen on Elliott Island on June 13 (Annisteads,  Mills) 
and a single at Wittman on July 29 (Reese).  

Swans and Geese. An adult T u n d r a  S w a n  was seen at Easton on July 8 (M. O'Brien, 
Gough) and the Armisteads  repor ted  2 adult M u t e  S w a n s  with 6 downy young on Spring 
Island, Dorchester  County on June  15 and 2 birds on Bloodsworth  Island the same day. 
A B r a n t  was at Chincoteague Bay on June  20 (M. O'Brien, Brinker, Wierenga). C a n a d a  
Geese  reports  included 17 adults with 27 goslings at Lilypons on June  5 (Warfield), 2 
adults with 5 chicks at Herrington Manor SP, Gan'et t  County on June  8 (Czaplak), about  
50 on June 26 at Joppa towne  (Swift), 62 at Loch Raven on July 12 (Simon), 70 in DC on 
July 14 (Czaplak), 250 seen flying over  Kings Creek, Easton, on July 27 (Reese),  70 near  
Laytonsville on July 27 (Hilton), and 65 at the Easton sewage lagoons on July 29. 
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Ducks. Effinger  c o u n t e d  over  100 W o o d  D u c k s ,  mos t ly  young, at  the  E a s t o n  
sewage lagoons  on  J u n e  30. Othe r  Wood Ducks  of  no te  were  6 h a t c h e d  in a ch imney  in 
Denton, repor ted  on  July 1 (Bob Fle tcher ) .  The G r e e n - w i n g e d  T e a l  n o t e d  at  H a r t -  
Miller on June  2 (Dixon+)  was  cer ta in ly  an  unusua l  sighting,  and  Eff inger  found  6 early 
migrants at  E a s t o n  on  July I 1. Pau lus  c o u n t e d  22 adul t  A m e r i c a n  B l a c k  D u c k s  at  Nor th  
Branch on June  4, and  Czaplak r epo r t ed  7 in DC on  July 14. The  h igh  c o u n t  for  M a l l a r d s  
was 1100 at Har t -Mil le r  on  J u n e  15 (Dixon+) ,  and  Rambo  f lushed  a h e n  f rom a nes t  wi th  
5 eggs on  B loodswor th  Is land on  J u n e  17. Czaplak coun t ed  290 Mal lards  at  the  DC 
hydrilla on July 14. Eff inger  n o t e d  single N o r t h e r n  P i n t a i l s  a t  E a s t o n  on  J u n e  4 and  
again on July 11. B l u e - w i n g e d  T e a l  r epor t s  were  of  7 at  Har t -Mi l le r  on  J u n e  2 and  1 on  
the 15th (Dixon+),  5 at  E a s t o n  on  J u n e  7 (Effinger,  Russell,  Olsen),  a h e n  on  a nes t  wi th  
7 eggs on B loodswor th  Is land on  J u n e  17 (Ranlbo) ,  11 at  E a s t o n  on  July 11 (Effinger),  2 
at North Branch  on  July 26 (Twigg, Simons) ,  and  25 at  E a s t o n  on  July 29 (Effinger).  A 
Northern S h o v e l e r  was  in E a s t o n  on  J u n e  4 and  7 (Eff inger)  and  an  A m e r i c a n  W i g e o n  
was at Har t -Mil ler  on  J u n e  15 (Dixon+).  A R i n g - n e c k e d  D u c k  r e m a i n e d  at  E a s t o n  f rom 
May through at leas t  July 10 (M. O'Brien+),  and  a G r e a t e r  S c a u p  was  at  Violet te 's  Lock 
on June 1 (Hilton). L e s s e r  S c a u p  r epo r t s  we re  of 2 at  Spa r rows  Poin t  on  J u n e  10 
(Wilkinson), I nea r  La Pla ta  on  J u n e  29 (Jett) ,  1 at  C h e s t e r t o w n  on  July  2 (Grubers) ,  and  
1 at Habit-Miller on  July 14 (Dixon+).  Michael  O 'Br ien  and  Wierenga  spo t t ed  2 immatu re  
male King  E i d e r s  at  Ocean  City on  J u n e  5-6 and  1 i m m a t u r e  male  the re  into Augus t  (M. 
O'Brien, Brinker,  Wierenga).  Marshal l  Iliff r epo r t ed  an  O l d s q u a w  at  Kent Nar rows  on  
June 8. An adul t  male  S u r f  S c o t e r  was  in Ocean  City on  J u n e  6 (M. O'Brien,  Wierenga)  
and 8 were at Assa teague  on  J u n e  19 (M. O'Brien,  Brinker ,  Wierenga) .  Gail MacKiernml  
reported a drake  W h i t e - w i n g e d  S c o t e r  at  Sandy Poin t  SP on  J u n e  23, and  Peggy 
Bohanan no ted  a B u f f l e h e a d  on  Druid Lake, Ba l t imore  City on  J u n e  1. Single Hooded  
M e r g a n s e r s  were  at  Violet te 's  Lock on  J u n e  1 (Hil ton) and  at  Hughes  Hollow, also in 
Montgomery County,  on  J u n e  14 (Czaplak).  Stauffer  Miller r epo r t ed  a male  C o m m o n  
M e r g a n s e r  on  the  P o t o m a c  in F rede r i ck  County  on  July 25. Hil ton found  a male  Red-  
b r e a s t e d  M e r g a n s e r  nea r  the  Shady Grove  Metro  Sta t ion  on  J u n e  29, and  Reese  n o t e d  
a Red-breasted at  Wi t tman  on  July 29. The  Har t -Mi l le r  su rvey  n o t c h e d  a R u d d y  D u c k  
on June 9 and  15 (Dixon+),  a male  and  a female  were  at  E a s t o n  on  June  25 and  July 8 (M. 
0'Brien), and  a single Ruddy was  at  C h e s t e r t o w n  on  July 2 (Grubers ) .  

Diu~7~al Raptors. A B l a c k  V u l t u r e  was  s een  at  Old town on  J u n e  15 (Paulus)  and  
1 was repor ted f rom Wills Mounta in ,  also in Allegany County,  on  July 10 (Twigg, Paulus) .  
The O s p r e y  seen  by  Ringle t  flying up the  Pa t apsco  River  nea r  Hoods  Mill on  J u n e  2 was  
probably a late wandere r .  Dave Czaplak r epo r t ed  2 large young  Ospreys  in a ne s t  in DC 
on July 14 for the  first  success fu l  DC b reed ing  record.  An adul t  male  was  s een  carrying 
nesting mater ia l  a t  Dan 's  Rock  on  J u n e  2 (M. O'Brien).  O the r  Osprey  r epo r t s  were  1 at  
Centennial on  June  9 and  12 and  I a t  Tr iade lph ia  on  J u n e  15 (Farrell) ,  1 on  a g round  nes t  
with 3 young at B l o o d s w o r t h  Is land on  J u n e  17 (Rambo) ,  1 bui ld ing a nes t  at  Tr iade lph ia  
on July 6 and again  on  July 20 (Ches tem,  Farrell) ,  and  1 at  Loch Raven on  July 12 (Simon).  
Inland Ba ld  E a g l e  r epor t s  were  of  an  i m m a t u r e  flying nea r  Hage r s town  on  J u n e  8 
(0'Briens), an  immatu re  at  Dan ' s  Rock  on  J u n e  15 (Twigg), an  adul t  nea r  Ell icott  City on  
June 15 (Ott), an  adul t  at  Tr iade lphia  on  July  13 (Magnusson) ,  an  adul t  at  Violet te 's  Lock 
on July 19 (M. O'Brien),  a n o t h e r  at  Tr iade lph ia  on  July 20 (Farrel l) ,  and  an  i m m a t u r e  at  
the Potomac River  in F rede r i ck  County  on  July 31 (Miller). The Grube r s  r epo r t ed  a 
female N o r t h e r n  H a r r i e r  at  C h e s t e r t o w n  on June  15, a n o t h e r  at  Sassaf ras  on  J u n e  19, 
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a male at Tuckahoe SP, Caroline County on July 8, a female there on July 9, and another 
female at Routes 481 and 369 on July 17. Single Sharp-sh inned  Hawks were seen east 
of Brandywine on June 6 (Reese), at Oldtown on June 10 and July 18 (Paulus), and in 
Denton on July 26 (Short). Cooper's Hawks reported were 1 soaring over Morgan 
Station, Carroll County on June 2 (Ringler), 1 seen at Little Bennett Park, Montgomery 
County on June l0 (MacKiernan), 1 at Chestertown on June 12 (Grnbers), 1 at Triadelphia 
on July 6 (Farrell), and 1 at Dentsville on July 11 (Reese). An immature Broad-winged 
Hawk was sitting on a utility pole in Cecil County between North East and Elk Neck on 
July 8 (Reese). Czaplak reported a fledgling Red- ta i led  Hawk at Lilypons on July 13, 
and H. Armistead noted 2 American Kestrels in Cambridge on June 12. Other kestrels 
reported were a family of 2 adults and 6 juveniles near Laytonsville on June 12 (Hilton), 
3 fledglings in DC on July 7 (Czaplak) and 3 near Blackwater NWR, Dorchester County 
on July 18 (Lawler). Marshall Iliff reported 2 Peregrine Falcons at RFK Stadium in DC 
on June 15. 

Pheasants, Grouse, Turkeys, Rails. C. Ellwanger found a Ring-necked Pheasant 
nest in a field in Greensboro on July l, and a female pheasant was seen near Wye Mills 
on July 8 (M. O'Brien, Gough). Czaplak reported an adult Ruffed  Grouse  with chicks 
at the Maryland part of Cranesville Swamp on June 8. An adult tom Wild Turkey  was 
at the Sassafras River near Cecilton on June 6 (Ricciardi), and another turkey was seen 
at Liberty Reservoir, Baltimore County, on June 17 (ScarpuUa). Black Rail surveys on 
the lower Eastern Shore produced 146 birds at 76 locations with the maximum 
concentrations along Elliott Island Road where 42 birds were heard at 12 stops (M. 
O'Brien, Wierenga), and Effinger reported 1 Black Rail at Easton on July 10. Also found 
during lower Eastern Shore rail surveys were 47 King Rails at 17 points with about 23 
of these birds found at 4 stops along the Choptank River (M. O'Brien, Wierenga). Marsh 
bird surveys also yielded about 19 Soras  at 6 points along the lower Eastern Shore (M. 
O'Brien, Wierenga). Michael O'Brien spotted an Amer ican  Coo t  at Deal Island WMA on 
June 17, and Czaplak found one adult coot in DC on July 14. 

Plovers, Stilts. There were 290 Black-bel l ied  P lovers  at Assateague on June 19 
(M. O'Brien, Brinker, Wierenga) and 1 at Easton on July 29 (Effinger). A late spring 
migrant Semipa lma ted  P lover  was at Cambridge on June 12 (M. O'Brien), another was 
at Easton on July 10 (Effinger), and the high count was 128 at Hart-Miller on July 28 
(Dixon+). Ki l ldeer  reports included 50 at Cambridge on June 12 (M. O'Brien), 30 at 
Easton on June 25 (M. O'Brien), 33 at North Branch on June 26 (Twigg), 45 at Loch Raven 
on July 17 (Simon), and 42 at Hart-Miller on July 28 (Dixon+). Hart-Miller posted 2 
Black-necked St i l t s  on June 2 (Dixon+) and 5 stilts were at Deal Island WMA on June 
17 (M. O'Brien) and 7-10 there on July 20 (Walbeck, Gwen Burkhardt). 

Tringine Sandpipers. Engle found a Greater Yellowlegs at Tanyard on June 1, 1 
was at Chestertown on June 7 (Grubers), and the last spring migrants were 5 at Hart- 
Miller on June 9 (Dixon+). The Greaters found near Laytonsville on June 29 (Hilton) and 
in Worcester County on July 1 (M. O'Brien) were probably early fall migrants. Lesser 
Yellowlegs reported were 5 at Easton on June 7 (Effinger, Russell, Olsen), 3 at 
Fairnlount WMA, Somerset County on June 24, 3 at Easton on June 25, and 53 at 
Cambridge on July 12 (M. O'Brien), 1200 at Hart-Miller on July 14 (Dixon+), and 34 at 
Easton on July 29 (Effinger). Early fall migrant Solitary Sandpipers were 1 at Sandy 
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Point SP on July 8 (M. O'Brien, Gough), 3 at Liberty Reservoir on July 9 (Ringler), and 
21 at Loch Raven on July 23 (Jenkins). Iliff noted 2 Wil le ts  on a nest on June 8 at Kent 
Narrows, where they were seen with at least one young on July 9 (Reese); 1 was at Hart- 
Miller on June 15 (Dixon+), 426 were counted at Assateague on June 19 (M. O'Brien, 
Brinker, Wierenga), and some migrating Willets were seen in Ocean City on June 27 
(Warfield). Willets identified as the western subspecies began with 1 at Ocean City on 
June 18 and 4 at Assateague on June 19 (M. O'Brien, Brinker, Wierenga); 1 or 2 were seen 
at both locations through the remainder of the season. A Spo t t ed  Sandp ipe r  was seen 
at Easton on June 7 (Effinger, Russell, Olsen), 1 at Loch Raven on June 14 (Simon), 1 at 
Rock Lodge Road, Garrett County on June 20 (Skipper), 2 at North Branch on June 22 
(Simons), 2 at Triadelphia on July 6 (Chestem), l l  at Remington on July 15 (Grubers), 
and 27, including 1 downy young, at Hart-Miller on July 21 (Dixon+). 

Upland S(~ndpipers, Whimbrels, Turnstones. Upland Sandpipers  reported were 
i near Oakland on June 8 (Czaplak), i near Pocomoke City on June 24 (M. O'Brien), 2 at 
Queen Anne on June 30 (Rittenhouse), 5 near Lilypons on June 4 (Miller), and a juvenile 
there on July 11 (Gough, Czaplak), and 2 at Ridgely on July 29 (Short). A Whimbre l  was 
at Assateague on June 19 and 9 were there on July 17 (M. O'Brien, Brinker, Wierenga), 
and 1 was in Ocean City on July 16 (Warfield). There were 350 Ruddy T u r n s t o n e s  at 
Assateague on June 4 (M. O'Brien, Wierenga) and 1 at Ocean City on July 3 (Hilton). 

Calidridine Sandpipers, Dowitchers. The high report for Red Knots  was 75 in 
Ocean City on June 4, and 15 were there on June 20 (M. O'Brien, Brinker, Wierenga). 
Hart--Miller hosted 34 Red Knots on June 2 and 5 on June 9, with 12 Sander l ings  there 
on June 2 (Dixon+). Other Sanderlings reported were 2,000 at Assateague on June 4 (M. 
O'Brien, Wierenga), 1 at Hart-Miller on June 9 (Dixon+), and 1 at North Branch on July 
26 and 30 (Simons, Twigg). Once again the spring and fall migration of Semipa lma ted  
Sandpipers  overlapped with 5,000 at Ocean City on June 4 (M. O'Brien, Wierenga), 1 at 
North Branch on June 12 (Paulus), 3 at Cambridge on June 12 (M. O'Brien), 1 at Hart- 
Miller on June 15 (Dixon+), and 2 at Ocean City on July 3 (M. O'Brien). Wes te rn  
Sandpipers  reported were 4 at Remington on July 16 (Grubers), 2500 at Hal-t-Miller on 
July 21 (Dixon+), and 6 at Laytonsville on July 29 (Todd). There were 2 Leas t  
Sandpipers  at North Branch on June 2 (Twigg), 20 at Hart-Miller on June 2 (Dixon+), 
6 at North Branch on June 5 (Paulus), 10 at Easton on June 7 (Effinger, Russell, Olsen), 
1 at North Branch on June 18 and 2 there on June 29 (Simons, Twigg), 2 at Loch Raven 
on June 29 (Simon), 9 at Ocean City on July 3 (M. O'Brien), 16 at North Branch on July 
26 (Twigg), 148 at Hart-Miller on July 28 (Dixon+), and 40 at Easton on July 29 (Effinger). 
An estimated 4200 unidentified peeps were at Hart-Miller during the July 28 survey 
(Dixon+). Michael O'Brien noted l0 Whi te - rumped  Sandpipers  at Ocean City on June 
6, 4 were reported at Hart-Miller on June 9 (Dixon+), 4 at Ocean City on June 20 (M. 
O'Brien, Brinker, Wierenga), and 1 in breeding plumage in Ocean City on July 2-3 
(O'Briens, Hilton, Wierenga). The Hart-Miller survey tallied 59 Pec to ra l  Sandpipers  
on July 28, and Effinger counted 19 at Easton on July 29. A Purp le  Sandp ipe r  was seen 
at Ocean City on July 3 (M. O'Brien, Wierenga). Dunl ins  reported were 3 during the 
Hart-Miller survey on June 9 and 2 in breeding plumage at Chincoteague Bay on June 20 
(M. O'Brien, Brinker, Wierenga). A St i l t  Sandp ipe r  was at Cambridge on July 8 (M. 
O'Brien, Gough), 8 were at Hart-Miller on July 14 (Dixon+), and 4 at Easton on July 29 
(Effinger). A Ruff  was at Hart-Miller on July 14 and July 28 (Dixon+). Shor t -b i l led  
Dowitcher  reports were of 150 birds at Ocean City on June 20 (M. O'Brien, Brinker, 
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Wierenga), 5 at North Branch on June 23 (Twigg, Simons), 30+ at Ocean City on July 3 
(Hilton, P.O'Brien), 1 at North Branch on July 10 (Paulus, Simons), and 425 counted on 
the Hart-Miller survey of July 14 (Dixon+). 

Gulls. Czaplak noted 3 Laughing Gulls in DC on July 14, and M. O'Brien noted some 
juveniles flying at Ocean City on July 17. Other Laughing Gulls reported were 1 at Wilde 
Lake on July 27 (Elise Seay) and 1550 at Hart-Miller on July 28 (Dixon+). A first-summer 
F rank l in ' s  Gull  was seen at Sandy Point SP on June 17 (M. O'Brien) and June 19 
(Bonham, Davidson). The Hart-Miller survey turned up a Li t t l e  Gull from June 9 
through July 28 (Dixon+). A first-summer B o n a p a r t e ' s  Gull was seen in Ocean City 
from June 4 into August (M. O'Brien, Wierenga +), and an adult was seen there on July 
3 (Hilton). Czaplak reported 105 first- and second-summer Ring-bil led Gulls in DC on 
June 1. Other Ring-bill reports were of 1 at Lake Kittanmqundi, Columbia on June 1 
(Chestem), 1000 at Hart-Miller on June 9 (Dixon+), 1 at North Branch on June 23 
(Simons), 2 at Loch Raven on July 6 and 34 on the 16th (Simon), 55 adults at Kent Narrows 
on July 9 (Reese), 230, including 8 juveniles, in DC on July 14 (Czaplak), and 2 at 
Cumberland on July 26 (Twigg). A first-summer Her r ing  Gull was in DC on ,June 1 
(Czaplak), 2500 Herring Gulls were at Hart-Miller on June 2 (Dixon+), and 1 was near 
Ellicott City on July 25 (Ott). Two first-summer plumaged Lesse r  Black-backed Gulls 
were at Sandy Point SP on June 17-19 (M. O'Brien, Davidson). A first- summer Glaucous  
Gull was at Ocean City on June 20 and ,July 2-3 (M. O'Brien, Brinker, Wierenga) and 
another Glaucous was at Hart-Miller on July 21 (Dixon+). Czaplak reported 2 Grea t  
Black-backed Gulls in DC on June 1 and 9 there on July 14, and 370 were estimated at 
Hart-Miller on July 28 (Dixon+). 

Terns, Skimmers. Non-breeding Gull-bi l led Te rns  reported were 4 at Hart-Miller 
on June 9 (Dixon, Hank Kaestner) and 1 at Easton on July 19 (Effinger). The June 15 
Hart-Miller survey recorded 150 Caspian  Terns  (Dixon+). Other reports were of 1 
Caspian at Violette's Lock on June 25 (P.O'Brien), 1 adult at Ocean City on July 3 (M. 
O'Brien, Wierenga), 7 at Kent Narrows on July 9 (Reese), 7 in DC oll July 14 (Czaplak), 
1 at Wilde Lake on July 16 (Chestem), and 264 at Hart-Miller on July 28 (Dixon). There 
were 100 Royal  Terns  at Ocean City on July 3 (O'Briens, Hilton, Wierenga), 8 at Worton 
Point, Kent County on July 26 (Grnbers), 1 at Annapolis on July 27 (Iliff) and 1 at Hart- 
Miller on July 28 (Dixon). One to two first-summer Sandwich Terns  were seen 
periodically in Ocean City from June 4 through July 3 along with from 1-2 adults first seen 
on June 20 and last reported on July 16 (O'Briens, Brinker, Hilton, Wierenga). An adult 
was also seen at Assateague on July 17 (M. O'Brien, Wierenga). M. O'Brien noted juvenile 
Common Terns  flying at Ocean City on July 2, and 12 chicks were seen with the 202 
Common Terns counted at Hart-Miller on July 21 (Dixon+); 7 birds were seen at 
Chestertown on July 17 (Grubers). A first summer Arct ic  Te rn  was reported in Ocean 
City on July 2 and a Rosea t e  Tern  was spotted there on June 18 (M. O'Brien). F o r s t e r ' s  
Terns  of note were 170 at Hart-Miller on June 15 (Dixon+), an adult at Seneca on July 
4 (Czaplak), 285 flying by Sandy Point SP on July 8 (M. O'Brien, Gough), 71 in DC on July 
28 (Czaplak), 3 adults at North Branch on July 29 (Paulus), and 16 at Hog Island Marsh, 
Caroline County on July 30 (Engle). Reese found Leas t  Terns  nesting on roofs in Easton 
and Cambridge, and 2 were seen at Harford Glen, Harford County oil July 13 after a 
thunderstorm (Swift). Black Terns  found during the Hart-Miller surveys were 3 on 
June 2 and 7 on June 15 (Dixon+); other reports were of 1 adult in Ocean City on June 
4 (M. O'Brien, Wierenga) and 2 at the DC hydrilla on July 28 (Hilton). Over 250 Black 
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Sk immers  were reported in Ocean City on July 16 (M. O'Brien, Wierenga). 

Cuckoos, Owls, Goatsuckers, Chimney Swifts. A migrant Black-bi l led C u c k o o  
was seen in Waldorf on June 2 (Jett), and another was heard flying over Hooper Island 
at night on June 14 along with 6 Yellow-bil led Cuckoos  (M. O'Brien). Chestem reported 
an adult E a s t e r n  Screech-Owl  with young from June 14-17 at Wilde Lake, and Czaplak 
saw a large fledgling Grea t  Horned  Owl at Black Hill Park on June 2. A Common 
Nighthawk was at Assateague on June 3 (M. O'Brien, Wierenga), a Chuck-wil l ' s-  
widow was noted throughout the summer at Soldiers Delight, Baltimore County 
(Walbeck, Pete Webb), and 150 Chimney  Swifts  were seen at Easton on July 29 (Reese). 

Woodpeckers, [Tycatchers, Swallows. Harry Az]nistead reported a P i l e a t ed  
Woodpecker  at Bellevue, an unusual locale for this species, on July 28. An Ol ive-s ided 
F lyca tche r  reported at Little Bennett Park, Montgomery County on June 10, ties the 
latest spring record for this species (Naomi Ulmek). A pair of Acadian  F lyca tche r s  
with 3 young was found at Town Point, Cecil County on July 17 (Reese). In Garrett 
County 2 Alder  F lyca tche r s  were seen at Wolf Swamp on June 2 (M. O'Brien), two 
others near Negro Mountain on July 14 (M. O'Brien, Hilton), and 1 at Cranesville Swamp 
on July 14 (M. O'Brien, Hilton). Wil low F lyca tche r s  of note were 7 singing birds with 
at least four young at Centennial on July 26 (Solem, Ott) and a pair of Leas t  F lyca tche r s  
was found nesting in Garrett County near the intersection of Chestnut Grove Road and 
Route 135 on June 7-8 (Bjerke). An E a s t e r n  Phoebe  was seen at Smithville near Hooper 
Island on June 1 (H. Armistead). Mike O'Brien spotted 2 Tree  Swal lows at Antietam 
Battlefield on June 8, there was 1 at Centennial on July 9 (Farrell), 600 at Joppatowne on 
July 15 (Swift), 200 at Chestertown on July 16 (Grubers), 600 at Black Hill Park on July 
19 (Czaplak), and 700 at Damsite on July 28 (Grubers). The high for N o r t h e r n  Rough- 
winged Swal lows was 150 at Violette's Lock on July 19 (M. O'Brien). About 75 Bank 
Swallows were at Easton on July 10 (Effinger), 500 at Damsite on July 26-28, and 400 at 
Ruthsburg on July 27 (Grubers). Approximately 150, mostly Banks with some Rough- 
winged, were along the Sassafras River near Cecilton on June 25 (Ricciardi). Jim Stasz 
estimated 100 Cl i f f  Swal lows at Pretty Boy Dam, Baltimore County on June 2, and 2 
were at Sandy Point SP on July 8 along with 150 Barn  Swallows (M. O'Brien, Gough). 

Nuthatches, Creepers, Wrens, Kinglets. A Red-b reas t ed  Nutha tch  was at New 
Germany SP, Garrett County on June 8 (Walbeck+), and an adult Whi t e -b reas t ed  
Nuthatch with 4 young was seen near Ellicott City on June 2 (Ott). Bjerke reported a 
pair of Brown C r e e p e r s  at a nest on June 7 near Maple Glen Road in Garrett County, 
and Reese found a House  Wren nest with 5 eggs on June 29 in Taneytown. Miller noted 
a singing Marsh Wren at Lilypons on June 29. Michael O'Brien counted 10 Golden-  
crowned Kingle ts  at Keysers Ridge on June 2 and Ringler saw 1 singing at the Hanover 
Watershed on June 15. 

77~rushes, Wa:~'wings, Sh~ikes, Starlings, Vireos. Stasz reported aVeery  alongthe 
Gunpowder River at Blue Mount on June 2 and Czaplak counted 33 at Swallow Falls SP 
on June 8. Single Swainson ' s  Thrushes  were heard flying over Rockville the night of 
June 3, over Ocean City on June 6, and over Somerset County on June 7 (M. O'Brien). 
Reese found late nesting Amer ican  Robins  with 1 incubating 3 eggs at Elk Mills on June 
27 and another with 3 eggs at Taneytown on June 29. Czaplak reported 3 adult Cedar  
Waxwings building a nest at Black Hill Park on June 16, and Nuttle observed an adult 
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still feeding young  in Den ton  on  July 31. Single L o g g e r h e a d  S h r i k e s  were  at  West  
F reder ick  on  J u n e  16 (D. Smi th)  and  n e a r  Queen  Anne  on  July 15-16 (Grubers) .  Ringler  
no t ed  a f lock of  a b o u t  100 young  E u r o p e a n  S t a r l i n g s  at  Piney Run on J u n e  13. A W h i t e -  
e y e d  V i r e o  was  spo t t ed  feeding 2 young ju s t  ou t  of  the  nes t  a t  Elk Mills on  J u n e  27 
(Reese).  

Warblers. Paul ine  Calder  r epo r t ed  a B r e w s t e r ' s  W a r b l e r  at  a f a rm nea r  Route  560 
in Garre t t  County  on  J u n e  29, and  M. O'Br ien  saw a Y e l l o w  W a r b l e r  head ing  sou th  over  
Ocean  City on  July 17. Ringler  w a t c h e d  a P r a i r i e  W a r b l e r  at  Liberty Watershed ,  Carroll  
County  on  J u n e  3, s inging a near ly  pe r fec t  Field Spa r row song.  Harry, Armis tead  r epo r t ed  
a female  mig ran t  B l a c k - a n d - w h i t e  W a r b l e r  at  Bel levue on  July 28, and  Reese  no t ed  a 
Worm-eat lng W a r b l e r  at  E a s t o n  on  J u n e  20. A M o u r n i n g  W a r b l e r  was  singing at  
Swal low Fails  SP on  July 14 (M. O'Brien,  Hilton), and  an  adul t  C a n a d a  W a r b l e r  wi th  
food for  young  was  t he re  on  J u n e  8 (Czaplak).  A m e r i c a n  R e d s t a r t  r epor t s  of  no te  were  
1 at  Tanyard  on  J u n e  11 (Engle),  a male  singing n e a r  Shadys ide  on  June  17 (Ricciardi) ,  
an  i m m a t u r e  nea r  El l icot t  City on  July 28 (Ott)  and  an  i m m a t u r e  at  Tr iade lphia  on  July 
28 (Farrell ,  Solem).  

Tanagers, Cardi~als, Grosbeaks, Dickcissels. A Summer Tanager was at Elk 
Mills on  J u n e  27 and  1 was  at  Town  Point  on  July 17 (Reese) .  Czaplak spo t t ed  an  adul t  
N o r t h e r n  C a r d i n a l  feeding a cowbi rd  fledgling at Black  Hill Pa rk  on  J u n e  16, and  
Walbeck  r epo r t ed  a female  B l u e  G r o s b e a k  at  a ne s t  wi th  2 eggs at  Paro le  on  July 9. 
Dickc i s se l  r epo r t s  were  of  4 males  in the  fields nea r  B u c k e y s t o w n  on June  2 (Czaplak),  
5 nea r  Massey  on  J u n e  8 (Effinger,  Russell,  Olsen),  I at  t t ope  on  June  11 (Grubers) ,  and  
1 at  Queen  Anne  on  J u n e  30 and  July 31 (Ri t tenhouse) .  

Sparrows. Skipper  r epor t ed  m a n y  C h i p p i n g  S p a r r o w s  nea r  Oakland  wi th  1 
car ry ing  nes t ing  mater ia l  on  July 3. Single V e s p e r  S p a r r o w s  were  seen  at Lilypons on  
June  8 (Hil ton)  and  at  Den ton  on  July 31 (Reese).  Three  H e n s l o w ' s  S p a r r o w s  were  
hea rd  on  Combina t ion  Road, Garre t t  County  on  J u n e  13 (Skipper),  1 was  nea r  W e s t e m p o r t  
on  July 13 (M. O'Brien),  and  8 were  s inging nea r  Negro Mounta in ,  Gar re t t  County  on  July 
14 (M. O'Brien,  Hilton).  The h ighes t  c o u n t  for  S h a r p - t a i l e d  S p a r r o w s  was  119 at Elliott  
I s land on  J u n e  13 (Az-misteads, Mills). Reese  r epo r t ed  a to ta l  of  4 male  Seas ide  
S p a r r o w s  singing at two dif ferent  loca t ions  at  Kent  Nar rows  on  July 9, and  Iliff h e a r d  
a S w a m p  S p a r r o w  singing at  Sandy Poin t  SP on  J u n e  8. A la te  D a r k - e y e d  J u n c o  was  
s een  at  H a m p s t e a d  on  June  1 (Dave and  Michel  Hudgins) .  

Icterines, Cardueline Finches. Ringler  r epo r t ed  2 singing male  Bobol inks  at  
d i f ferent  loca t ions  nea r  Keysville on  J u n e  1, wi th  3 ma les  and  a female  at  one  of  these  
loca t ions  and  1 male  at  the  o the r  on  J u n e  9 and  4 ma les  the  s ame  day at  yet  a n o t h e r  spo t  
in the  s ame  vicinity; only 1 male  was  s een  in the  a rea  on  J u n e  16 af te r  some  fields had  
b e e n  mowed.  Othe r  Bobol ink  r epo r t s  inc luded  4 b i rds  at  Oland Road on  July  6 (Miller), 
6 at  Drawbr idge  on  July 9 (M. O'Brien,  Wierenga),  88 at  C h o p t a n k  Wet lands  Preserve,  
Talbot  County  on  July 9 (M. O'Brien),  3 still de fend ing  a nes t  nea r  Wes t e rnpo r t  on  July 
13 (M. O'Brien) ,  and  a f lock feeding at  Lilypons on  July 23 (Miller). Twigg r epo r t ed  a flock 
of  over  1000 R e d - w i n g e d  B l a c k b i r d s  and  C o m m o n  G r a c k l e s  migra t ing  over  For t  Hill 
Stadium, C u m b e r l a n d  oil July 27. Mike O 'Br ien  n o t e d  6 Boat-ta i led Grackles  at 
T i lghman Is land on  J u n e  14, and  Eff inger  saw 3 females  the re  on  J u n e  23. A pair  of 
Orchard Orioles  was  feeding young  in a nes t  a t  Black  Hill Park  on  J u n e  16 (Czaplak).  
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Rambo  spo t t ed  a Northern Oriole at Wye Is land WMA on June  13. Hil ton h e a r d  a male  
P u r p l e  F i n c h  s inging at  Swal low Falls  SP on  July 14, and  Bet ty  Wise r epo r t ed  2 a lb ino 
H o u s e  F i n c h e s  at  Den ton  on  June  23. Skipper  r epo r t ed  6 P i n e  S i s k i n s  at  he r  feeder  
at Bray Hill, Gar re t t  County  on  J u n e  9 and  1 on  July 2. 

9763 Early Spring Way, Columbia, Md. 21046 

A L E U C I S T I C  H O U S E  F I N C H  AT THE F E E D E R  

RANDY B.  CROOK 

My h u s b a n d  a n d  I h a v e  b e e n  o b s e r v i n g  b i r d s  a t  o u r  f e ed ing  s t a t i o n s  a n d  
e l s e w h e r e  in o u r  b a c k y a r d  s ince  we  m o v e d  to Ca tonsv i l l e ,  Md. f ive a n d  a h a l f  y e a r s  
ago. We h a v e  w i t n e s s e d  m a n y  i n t e r e s t i n g  o c c u r r e n c e s  a m o n g  o u r  b i r d  l ife b u t  n o n e  
so c h a l l e n g i n g  as  a v i s i t o r  to  o u r  f e e d e r s  o n  D e c e m b e r  29, 1990 a n d  J a n u a r y  7, 1991. 
This  b i rd  f r e q u e n t e d  o u r  f e e d e r s  on  t he  on ly  t w o  days  of  t h a t  w i n t e r  t h a t  i t  s n o w e d .  
It a lways  w e n t  to  t h e  s a m e  p e r c h  o n  t he  s a m e  t u b e  f e e d e r  (we  h a v e  t h r e e )  o r  sa t  in 
the  m a p l e  t ree ,  w h i c h  h o l d s  t he  f eede r s ,  off  a n d  on  all  day  o n  b o t h  o c c a s i o n s .  It fed  
on b l a c k  oil  s u n f l o w e r  s e e d s  w i t h  t h e  l a rge  f lock  of  H o u s e  F i n c h e s  (Carpodacus 
mexican~ls) t h a t  f e e d s  in ou r  yard.  

Our  u n u s u a l  v i s i t o r  was  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  w i t h  a l i t t le  t a n  wash .  It  w a s  a b o u t  t he  
same s ize  as  t he  H o u s e  F i n c h e s  a n d  h a d  a f i n c h  bill, b o d y  s h a p e  a n d  p o s t u r e .  We 
immed ia t e ly  t h o u g h t  " S n o w  Bunt ing!" ,  b u t  on  c l o s e r  i n s p e c t i o n  we  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t he  
p l a c e m e n t  of  t he  c o l o r s  w as  wrong .  T he  eyes  a n d  b e a k  w e r e  b o t h  b lack .  The  legs  
were  f l e sh  co lo red .  It h a d  a w h i t e  h e a d  a n d  b a c k  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  a l so  s o m e  l igh t  t a n  
s t reak ing  o n  t h e  b a c k .  It  h a d  a b l a c k  "V" t o w a r d  t he  rump .  T h e r e  w e r e  d a r k - b r o w n  
to b l ack  s t r e a k s  a r o u n d  t he  n e c k  a n d  o n  t he  epau l e t s .  T he  w i n g s  w e r e  l a rge ly  w h i t e  
with  b l a c k  d o w n  the  o u t e r  edge.  T he  ta i l  w as  u n e v e n l y  b l a c k  on  t he  o u t e r  ta i l  
f ea the r s  ( lef t  a n d  r i gh t  s ides  of  t h e  ta i l  d id  n o t  m a t c h )  a n d  w h i t e  in t he  cen t e r .  The  
a s y m m e t r y  of  t h e  ta i l  p l u m a g e  led us  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  o u r  b i r d  w a s  pa r t i a l l y  a l b i n i s t i c  
(or p r o b a b l y  m o r e  c o r r e c t l y  l euc i s t i c ) .  

We c o m b e d  all of  o u r  f ie ld  g u i d e s  a n d  o t h e r  o r n i t h o l o g i c a l  r e f e r e n c e  b o o k s  a n d  
found n o t h i n g  of  any  help .  We c o n t a c t e d  f r i ends ,  t o o k  p i c t u r e s  a n d  d id  o t h e r  
r e sea rch  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  c o m e  up w i t h  a s u r e  a n s w e r .  Final ly ,  in  la te  Augus t ,  1991 we 
con t ac t ed  R o g e r  C lapp  at  t he  N a t i o n a l  M u s e u m  of  N a t u r a l  His tory .  T h r e e  days  a f t e r  
mail ing my  l e t t e r  to  h im,  Mr. Clapp  ca l l ed  a n d  i d e n t i f i e d  o u r  b i r d  was  a l e u c i s t i c  

House Finch .  

End of s tory ,  r igh t?  Wrong;  t h e r e  a re  a f ew i n t e r e s t i n g  p o s t s c r i p t s .  Mr. Clapp  
had s e e n  (as  we a n d  s e v e r a l  of  Mr. C l app ' s  a s s o c i a t e s  h a v e  c o n c l u d e d  f r o m  
c o m p a r i n g  p h o t o s  t a k e n  at  b o t h  l o c a t i o n s )  t h i s  s a m e  b i rd  a t  h i s  f e e d e r  in Aldie,  
Virginia, on  N o v e m b e r  9 a n d  10, 1990. We h a v e  f o u n d  it  to  b e  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  t w i s t  
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of  fa te  t h a t  I s h o u l d  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  to  c o n t a c t  Mr. C lapp  spec i f i ca l l y  a n d  t h a t  he  h a d  
o b s e r v e d  t h e  v e r y  b i r d  in  q u e s t i o n  h imse l f .  We w o n d e r  if  t h e  n o r t h e r n  m o v e m e n t  
of  t h i s  b i rd  c a n  b e  t a k e n  as  e v i d e n c e  of  m i g r a t i o n .  

Add i t iona l ly ,  o n c e  it w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h i s  b i rd  was  i n d e e d  a l b i n i s t i c /  
l euc i s t i c ,  I w a n t e d  to  f ind  ou t  m o r e  a b o u t  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  in b i r d s  a n d  H o u s e  F i n c h e s  
spec i f ica l ly .  I f o u n d  ve ry  few c u r r e n t  a r t i c l e s  an  a l b i n i s m  in loca l ly  a v a i l a b l e  
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  w a s  u n a b l e  to  f ind  any  a r t i c l e s  r e f e r e n c i n g  H o u s e  F i n c h e s .  T h r e e  
a r t i c l e s  I o b t a i n e d  d e s c r i b e  H o u s e  F i n c h e s  w i t h  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  of  w h i t e  a n d  
o t h e r w i s e  n o r m a l  p lumage .  Our  b i rd  h a d  no  n o r m a l  c o l o r a t i o n .  Now I a m  w o n d e r i n g  
if  ou r  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  f i n c h  is e v i d e n c e  of  a n e w  type  o f  m u t a t i o n .  It h a s  b e e n  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t he  d a r k e r  p l u m a g e  on ly  a p p e a r e d  b l a c k  n e x t  to  t h e  c o n t r a s t i n g  
whi te .  I h a v e  r e - e x a m i n e d  ou r  p i c t u r e s  a n d  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  f e a t u r e s  a re  s t i l l  m u c h  
d a r k e r  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  H o u s e  F i n c h e s  t h a t  w e r e  a t  t he  f e e d e r  a t  t he  s a m e  
t ime.  

I t h a n k  R o g e r  C lapp  fo r  h i s  i n v a l u a b l e  he lp ,  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  r e s e a r c h  a s s i s t a n c e ,  
p h o t o c o p i e s ,  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t .  
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F I R S T  S U G A R L O A F  M O U N T A I N  
C H R I S T M A S  C O U N T  

KEITH VAN NESS 

The first  Sugar loaf  Moun ta in  Chr i s tmas  Bird Count  was  held  on  D e c e m b e r  29, 
1984. The coun t  was  organized  late, and  the  resu l t s  did no t  a p p e a r  in the  Nat ional  
A u d u b o n  Socie ty 's  annua l  American Birds Chr i s tmas  Count  issue for  tha t  year. This  
is the  first  pub l i ca t ion  of  the  resu l t s  of  the  1984 count ,  and  br ings  the  h i s to ry  of  the  c o u n t  
up to date. All s u b s e q u e n t  c o u n t s  have  b e e n  pub l i shed  in America~ Birds. 

The circle of 7.5 mile  rad ius  is c en t e r ed  1.5 mi les  n o r t h - n o r t h e a s t  of T h u r s t o n  and  
inc ludes  Lilypons, Little B e n n e t t  Pa rk  and  pa r t s  of the  Monocacy  and  P o t o m a c  rivers; 
e leva t ion  200 to 1282 ft. 

It was  an  ideal  spr ing day. The  high t e m p e r a t u r e  was  a b o u t  74 ~ and  the  low a b o u t  
50"F. There  was  a lmos t  no  c loud cover,  and  a gent le  w a r m  wind  b lew out  of  the  
southwest .  We'll p robab ly  n e v e r  see  th is  k ind of  w e a t h e r  for  a c o u n t  again. 
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We had an almost complete lack of ducks. We believe this was because we 
scheduled the count during a waterfowl hunting day and because the warm weather 
brought out an unusually high number of hunters along the Potomac River. We hope to 
schedule the count on Sunday in the future. The unseasonably warm weather also 
reduced the number of winter birds. No Short-eared Owls, Rough-legged Hawks, 
redpolls, Snow Buntings, or longspurs. We did not even get the Snowy Owl that was 
spotted in Frederick on December 19th! Wild food and water conditions were excellent. 
There was even a good number of insects and grubs for the insectivores. Good 
documentation was submitted for all boldfaced birds. 

Thirty-nine observers in 19 parties. Total party-hours, 90.5 (64 on foot, 25 by car, 1.5 
owling); total party-miles, 296 (52 on foot, 238 by car, 6 owling). 

Great Blue Heron 18; Tundra Swan 5; Canada Goose 177; American Black Duck 99; 
Mallard 433; Gadwall 3; Black Vulture 33; Turkey Vulture 130; Northern Harrier 13; 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 3; Red-shouldered Hawk 17; Red-tailed Hawk 41; American Kestrel 
23; Ring-necked Pheasant 2; Northern Bobwhite 44; Killdeer 23; Lesser  Yellowlegs 1 (R. 
Carter); Common Snipe 6; Ring-billed Gull 312; Herring Gull l; Rock Dove 384; Mourning 
Dove 247; Barn Owl 1; Eastern Screech-Owl 3; Barred Owl 6; Saw-whet  Owl 1 (R. 
Carter); Belted Kingfisher 16; Red-headed Woodpecker 5; Red-bellied Woodpecker 102; 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 12; Downy Woodpecker 117; Haiis~ Woodpecker 11; Northern 
Flicker 88; Pileated Woodpecker 35; Eastern Phoebe 1; Homed Lark 239; Blue Jay 104; 
.Mnerican Crow 1221; Fish Crow 52; crow sp. 644; Carolina Chickadee 251; Tufted 
Titmouse 143; White-breasted Nuthatch 56; Brown Creeper 2 l; Carolina Wren 87; Winter 
Wren 5; Golden-crowned Kinglet 59; Ruby-crowned Kinglet 23; Blue-gray Gna tca tcher  
1 (E DeMoll); Eastern Bluebird 91; tlermit Thrush 3; Northern Mockingbird 114; Cedar 
Waxwing 63; Loggerhead Shrike 1; European Starling 2965; Yellow-rumped Warbler 61; 
Northern Cardinal 301; Rufous-sided Towhee 7; American Tree Sparrow 1; Field 
Sparrow 49; Savannah Sparrow 26; Song Sparrow 146; Swamp Sparrow 25; White- 
throated Sparrow 716; White-crowned Sparrow 156; Dark-eyed Junco 651; Red-winged 
Blackbird 191; Eastern Meadowlark 121; Common Grackle 25; Brown-headed Cowbird 
91; Purple Finch 2; House Finch 75; American Goldfinch 141; House Sparrow 441. 

Total: 73 species; 11,785 individuals. 

Participmlts: DonnaAdler, Joy Aso, Mike Bowen, Robin Carter, Kathy Dale, Edward 
DeMoll, Stan Fisher, Patrick Flaherty, Rob Gibbs, Jack Goodman, Bob Hahn, Margaret 
Hawk, Tony Heatwole, John Hench, Cindy Hilmoe, Paul Jung, Helen Kavanagh, Anthony 
Lapham, Nicholas Lapham, John Malcolm, Donna Matson, Roger Matson, Mieke Mehlman, 
Anne Mitchell, Pat Moore, LeRoy Morgan, Charles Mullican, Gary Nelson, Carol Pickett, 
Linda Smith, Mark Swick, Holly Van Ness, Keith Van Ness (compiler), Dave Wallace, 
Mike Welch, Bill Wendell, Don Whitman, Walt Williams, Erika Wilson. 

14705 Sugarland Rd., PoolesviUe, Moryland 20837 

Apologies 
The latter half  of  Joy  Wheeler ' s  b o o k  review of  Spring in Washington  was  
inadvertently omit ted  by the pr inter  f rom page 70 of  the June  1991 issue. The 
entire review will appear  in the March 1992 issue. 
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