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AN OLD NESTING RECORD 
FOR THE BALD EAGLE 

ROGER B.  CLAPP 

While working on a p a p e r  on egg da tes  of  Virginia b i rds  I no ted  a c lutch of Bald 
Eagle (Haliasetus leucocephalus) eggs in the  collection of U. S. Nat ional  Museum 
(USNM 34810) t ha t  would have been the fifth known nest ing record  for the  Virginia 
P iedmont  (fide Kain 1987, VirginiaAv~fauna 3:29). According  to the  USNM catalog, 
the  c lutch was collected by Edward  J. Court  and  Theodore  W. Richards  on Feb rua ry  
22, 1911 in Loudoun County"40 miles above Washington." The record  was so l isted 
in the  USNM compu te r  inventory,  leading to these eggs being repor ted  from 
Loudoun County  in the  recen t  s u m m a r y  of Virginia r a p t o r  specimens  by Johns ton  
and  Ehmann  (1990, Virginia Av~fauna 4:12). 

Richard 's  egg cata log (in the  USNM) s ta tes  tha t  the  nes t  with its three  "perfectly 
fresh" eggs had  been in a" ta l l  sycamore  [Platanus occideutalis] on is land ~ mi. long in 
Potomac River, near  Tusca ro ra  Sta. Metropol i tan Br. B. & O. R.R." Several is lands 
cu r ren t ly  meet  this descr ipt ion,  but  pe rhaps  Nolands and  Meadow islands are  the  
most  likely. In any case  all the  is lands in tha t  region, and  the river itself, a re  in 
sou theas te rn  Freder ick  County, Maryland, not  in Virginia. 

Addi t ional  notes  in Richards 's  egg cata log indica ted  t ha t  the  eagles had  nes ted  on 
the is land for "15 to 20?" years,  evidently in ano the r  sycamore  about  one-quar te r  
mile away, but  the nest  from which the eggs were collected had  been built  the 
preceding year. The nest  was about  85 feet high and was reached  by bracing a pole 
from a b ranch  in a nea rby  t ree  to the  first limb of the  sycamore,  45 feet off the  
ground.  This maneuver ,  the  snow, and sub-freezing t e m p e r a t u r e s  made  the nest  
"very difficult to reach." 

S tewar t  and  Robbins (1958, North American Fauna 62:115) provided no nest ing 
records  for the  Bald Eagle in Freder ick  County, Maryland; the neares t  nest ing site 
was to the  eas t  in ad jacen t  Montgomery County. Neither Robbins (pets .  comm.) nor  
Robert  Ringler (pers.  comm.),  who main ta ins  a compu te r  file of Maryland bird 
records,  knows of any  nest ings in Freder ick  County  subsequent  to the summa ry  by 
S tewar t  and  Robbins. The record  r epor t ed  here appa ren t ly  is both the  only known 
nest ing in Freder ick  County  and  the no r thwes t e rnmos t  known nest ing in the s tate .  

Biological Survey Section 
U.S. F~sh and Wildlife Service 

National Museum of Natural History 
Washington, D. C. 20560 
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REPORT OF THE STATEWIDE BIRD COUNT 
MAY 12, 1990 

JIM STASZ 

The 43rd Annual May Count (Table 1 ) was above average. Biased by the previous 
year's spectacular day, some observers expressed disappointment in their indi- 
vidual counts; however, the numbers were not disappointing. The count of 180,009 
individuals and 255 species was exceeded only once before: in 1981. The 451 
observers in 238 parties walked 786 miles in 1082 hours and drove 5630 miles in 597 
hours. Except for the Lower Eastern Shore, everyone experienced a relatively 
windless overcast day with scat tered light rain and showers. Once again, all 23 
Maryland counties and the District of Columbia reported. No species was added to 
the cumulative list. Even with a high overall species total, there were fewer 
noteworthy birds than in 1989: 

Golden Eagle: Ed Boyd and JLS observed an adult  flying near Chesapeake Beach, 
Calvert County, the 4th May Count report; two previous in Dorchester County and 
one in Kent. 

Sandhill Crane: Robrt Hilton reported the same bird noted in last year's report~ at 
Poolesville, Montgomery County. 

Black-necked Stilt: Discovered by the Armistead par ty  near the Blackwater NWR 
Visitor Center "in the same place where the first State Record was found in 1966." 

Ruff: An Adult male found on Hart-Miller Island, Baltimore County, by Hank 
Kaestner. 4th May Count report. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Of several reports, the most notable was one in a pecan 
tree in Laura Freneh's yard in Somerset County. 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Found by Roberta Ober and June Vaughn near Dublin, 
Harford County. 

Sedge Wren: An apparent  migrant on Hart-Miller Island, Baltimore County, 
found by Hank Kaestner. This species has become rare enough that  details are 
mandatory. 

Loggerhead Shrike: Sketched by Marshall Iliff at Crystal Spring Farm, Anne 
Arundel County. Although we are still finding one or two every year, this species is 
in serious decline. 

Philadelphia Vireo: This rare spring migrant was found by Richard Johnson along 
Town Creek Road, Allegany County. 

Henslow's Sparrow: Now apparent ly  gone from the tradit ional locations in 
Dorchester County, one migrant was found by Graham Chisom at Rockburn Park, 
Howard County, and two breeding birds were reported from Garrett  County by 
Dave Walbeck and Joan McKearnan. 
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Boat-tailed Grackle: Although relatively common on the Lower Eastern Shore, 
the adul t  male found by Hank Kaestner  at  Black Marsh, Baltimore County, is the 
first record in more than  twenty years for the Upper Western Shore. 

All of these were suppor ted  with wri t ten documentat ion.  Details were also 
received for Wilson's Phalarope, all of the Red-breasted Nuthatches,  the Gray- 
cheeked Thrush, and Lincoln's Sparrows. Even a few species where notes were not  
required had writ ten descriptions. This is not  a complaint:  it is always better  to 
write something down tha t  is not  required than  to rgret it later: especially when 
someone raises his eyebrows and somewhat  sceptically exclaims, "Oh really." The 
most unusua l  report  came from Fran  Pope in Garret t  County. Although claiming it 
was not  an a t t empt  to "inflate" the County List, a photo and  wri t ten description 
were supplied for the Goodyear Blimp. This sighting is not  on Table 1 pending 
review by the A.O.U. 

I have not included the usual  Tables 2 and 3 because work is under  way on a more 
detailed analysis of May Count  data. Refer to MarylandBirdl~fe, Vol. 45, #2,  ffyou are 
curious about  t rends  in some of the species. 

Once again I must  express my appreciat ion to all of you for put t ing forth so much 
effort. Some individual County Coordinators  now have as many  observers and 
parties as the totals for the earliest of the Statewide Counts. Special thanks go not  
only to the M.O.S. Chapters  for their  support ,  bu t  to the other  bird clubs: the 
Southern Maryland Audubon  Society for their coordinat ion in Calvert, Charles, and  
St. Mary's Counties; the Prince George's Audubon  Society;, the Wye Oak Audubon 
Society for par t ic ipat ion in Queen Anne's, and the Garret t  County Semi-organized 
Group ( rumored to become the next  M.O.S. Chapter). 

OBSERVERS 

GARRE'Fr COUNTY: Lisa Drees, Charlotte Folk, Margaret Fulk, LeJay Graffius, Elizabeth 
Hinebaugh, Sheila Hughes, Wanetta Jack, Jan Janssen, Joan McKearnan, Todd Metz, JeffOpel, 
Fran Pope (compiler: 503 F Street, Mt. Lake Park 21550), Connie Skipper, Kathryn Speicher, 
David Walbeck, David Winner, Marvin Yoder. 

ALLEGANY COUNTY: Don Barnett, Bill Devlin, Deloris Gingerich, Barbara & Richard Johnson, 
Ray Kiddy, Charlotte Lackey, Dorothea & Henry Malec, Mark Malec, John Pfeiffer, Teresa 
Simons (compiler. 141 North Bel Air Drive, Cumberland 21502), Mary Twigg, Mark 
Weatherholt, John Willets. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY: Rick & Sunny Banvard, Genevieve Beck, Charlie T. Brightbill, Karen 
Brown, Rick Brown (compiler. 400 Cherry Tree Drive, Hagerstown 21740), Eunice Fouche, 
Beulah Green, Laura Grove, Carl & Jeanette Hull, Elizabeth Johnson, Don & Marilyn 
Kauffman, Bob & Mary Keedy, Cam & Norma Lewis, Judith Lilga, Alice Mallonee, Allen & 
Cheryl Swope, John L. Taylor, Marlin & Bertie Thurmond. 

FREDERICK COUNTY: Judith Blake, Judy Burdette, Hobson Calhoun, Kathy Calvert, Norman 
Chamberlin, Mark Dagro, Sonia Dapper, Charles Finley, Helen Horrocks, Linda Keller, Elinor 
Miller, Stauffer Miller, Charles Mullican, William Shirey, David Smith, Linda Smith, Barbara 
Stevens, Jim Stevens, David Wallace, Michael Welch (compiler: 1832 Millstream Drive, 
Frederick 21701 ), Marilyn Yost. 
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T a M e  I .  S t a t e w i d e  B i r d  C o u n t ,  M a y  12, 1990 

Species Garr .  hlle.  Wash. Fred. Carr .  D.C. Mont.  Howa. Bait. Harf. Cecl. 

Red- ~-oa~d Loon 
Common Loon 3 1 3 1 7 12 4 2 
Pied-billed Grebe 2 
Northonl Gannet 
Dou~c-czv.sted Cormorant 3 27 21 123 91 179 

r 
American Bitten 1 1 
Least Bittern 1 
Great Blue Heron 2 1 4 I 5 13 11 97 148 101 
Cat.at Egret 8 1 15 
Snowy B4p'C| 4 

l.itde Blue Heron 
Tticolored Hcmn 
Cattle Eg~t 3 1 2 
Gccen-tmcked lleron 4 7 8 15 1 I 19 17 19 5 2 
Blk.-erown. Night-Hcxon 103 2 1 8 6 1 

Yel.-crown. Night-Heron 2 
Glossy Ibis 1 
Tundra Swan 2 1 
Mute Swan 15 
Snow Goose 

Canada Goose 35 8 68 87 97 26 376 148 107 128 67 
Wood Duck 19 72 85 30 33 15 90 23 54 31 30 
Green-winged Teal 
American Black Duck 3 2 1 2 9 
Mallard 118 56 203 48 62 96 120 142 284 106 20 

Northern PinUtil 
Bhie-winsad Teal 6 2 1 
Northern Shoveler 2 
Gadwall 
Amc~can Wigeon 3 2 2 

Canvastmck 2 
Lesser Scaep 6 2 4 1 
Oldsquew 
Black Snore" 
Surf Scorer 

Common Goldency¢ l 1 
Bufflehead 2 3 1 
Ho~led Merganser 
Red-breastad Merganser 5 7 4 2 1 
Ruddy Duck I I 1 

Black Vuhme 8 8 39 1 13 7 17 19 26 
Turkey Valturc 37 25 64 66 64 1 42 45 89 102 57 
Osprey 4 4 2 2 3 2 5 19 19 3 
Bald Eagle (adult) 1 3 6 
Ba/d Eagle (immature) 2 1 8 I 

Bald Eagle (age unknown) 
Horthcrn llm~cr I I I I 1 I 2 I 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 1 1 I 
Cooper's llawk 2 3 2 2 
Red-shouldcvcd Hawk 1 3 3 7 2 15 22 15 9 

Broad-winged Hawk 3 3 6 1 2 2 2 3 1 
Red-tailed Hawk 2 1 7 11 9 6 7 12 12 1 
Golden Eagle 
American Keslacl 6 3 4 17 14 4 10 17 3 4 
Merlin 1 

Peregrine Falcon 5 
Ring-necked Pheasant 6 8 25 6 4 10 2 
Ruffed Grouse I0 2 11 
Wild Turkey 11 5 16 8 
Northern Bobwhite 2 16 6 1 11 I0 29 15 8 
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Table 1 (cont.). Statewide Bird Count, May 12, 1990 

P r . G .  A n n e  C a l v .  C h a s .  S t . M .  K e n  Q u A r t .  C a r o .  T a l b .  D o r c .  Wico .  S o m e .  W o r c .  T o t a l  C o ' s .  

1 1 1 
7 13 20 2 5 3 2 8 1 94 17 

1 1 4 3 
- 7 7 1 

93 102 24 37 4 4 3 115 7 15 118 966 17 

2 
18 78 6 128 
1 2 
I 2 

1 2 1 
26 2 6 

1 

1 3 

186 39 7 33 
18 12 3 19 

3 2 3 
49 103 48 45 

1 
8 
I 1 1 

3 4 1 5 
13 42 36 23 
6 63 44 37 

I 6 
2 3 

1 4 1 
1 

I 6 6 5 

1 
4 7 7 

1 
4 I0 1 

I 1 

1 1 
1 

1 3 3 
I 1 4 9 5 

57 47 43 21 60 45 7 14 6 913 23 
37 - 8 11 30 I 17 25 156 12 
4 I 7 27 20 4 30 34 134 II 

3 2 10 4 
6 6 24 2 
2 2 

2 
1 

35 7 
14 7 

3 
- I 

17 12 2 88 70 

35 68 12 14 
9 11 41 42 

2 16 5 
71 339 203 65 

4 
1 

3 
1 

1 
2 16 
1 

I 
2 

! 

7 

16 2 12 6 11 
55 61 141 134 161 
58 28 34 17 145 

6 1 6 2 2 
4 2 3 1 

1 2 2 
2 I l 

4 1 1 

8 20 
I 4 
6 10 

1 3 2 
1 1 

5 I 3 
5 12 8 17 23 13 24 44 26 

12 25O 
14 15 

1 
6 20 

85 75 

1 
5 

S- 

1 

I 8 12 4 
5 4 10 3 

I1 2 26 110 15 
2 14 1 212 24 

6 132 10 

7 9 2 
17 48 69 4 

4 3 
1 209 9 
1 I 1 

4 64 42 1913 24 
4 I 4 675 24 

1 1 

2 13 8 97 16 
39 39 66 2482 24 

I 1 
8 26 6 

3 2 
4 8 3 

8 4 

5 3 
31 6 

1 I 
I I 

1 3 2 

3 3 
I 8 5 

9 2 
7 39 11 

3 3 

3 3 2 2 208 22 
55 51 48 77 1489 24 
30 14 12 26 577 23 

3 1 38 15 . 
4 31 0 

17 17 0 
2 1 17 13 

2 16 11 
1 11 -6 

I 3 3 108 19 

29 12 
3 12 2 8 155 21 

1 I 
1 ! 2 107 19 
1 6 6 

1 8 4 
1 64 10 

23 3 
49 7 

15 8 31 16 340 22 
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Table 1. Statewide Bird Count, May 12, 1990 

Species Garr .  Alle. Wash. Fred. Car t .  D.C. Mont. H o w l  Bait. Harf.  Cecl. 

Black Rail 
Clapper Rail 
King Rail 
Virginia Rail 
Sore 

Common Moorhen 
American Coot 
Sandhlll Crane 
Black-bellied piover 
Semipalnm~l Plover 

Piping piover 
Killdeer 
American Oy~rcatchcr 
Black-necked Stilt 
C, rea~r Yellowlegs 

Lesser Yellowlngs 
Solitm7 Sandpiper 
Wil/ct 
Spotyed Sandpipcr 
Upt~d S~mdplp:r 

Whimbml 
Ruddy Turnstonc 

Semipalnmed Sandpiper 
Western Stndpipcr 

Least Saudpiper 
Whi~rumped Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpipcr 

s a n ~  
Dunlin 

Ruff 
Short-t~lad Dowitchcr 
Common Srdl0C 
American Woodcock 
Wilsoa's Phalm-ope 

Laughing Gull 
Bonapm~e's Gull 
R/ng-billud Gull 
Herring Gull 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Glaucous Gull 
Gr~.at Blac~-ber~ed Gull 
Gull-billed Tern 
Caspian Tern 
Royal Tern 

Common Teen 
Forslcr's Tern 
Stenm sp. 
Least Tern 
Black Tern 

Black S I d ~  
Rock Dove 
Mourning Dove 
Black-billed Cuckoo 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

Barn Owl 
Eastean Screech-Owl 
Great Horned Owl 
B ~ d  Owl 
Nmrhcm Saw-whet Owl 

3 | 1 
2 4 t I 4 

1 11 
1 

1 
9 

1 2 1 7 6 

27 39 19 35 20 3 8 27 25 19 5 

27 
3 

3 4 I 2 3 2 7 

9 1 5 15 7 4 3 
4 6 25 10 19 34 24 14 8 

1 
17 18 44 9 14 77 31 156 42 9 

I0 8 

3 1 

35 67 

15 
I 

1 468 1 20 
4 

I 85 41 98 
5 
- 7 

200 

1 
I 

I 1 1 
5 1 

4 167 1 132 15 272 
3 

63 

20 29 690 110 673 
1 314 2 12 

I 

92 47 4 

271 6 3 

2 
1 

20 
4 13 
] 

119 207 200 334 195 
75 76 181 232 243 

7 5 5 
3 20 15 10 9 

63 192 409 648 148 71 
61 329 393 509 223 86 

l0 17 9 I 
I 47 62 23 9 6 

1 2 
3 4 2 2 
2 2 9 1 2 
1 

4 3 4 1 
3 1 10 5 
5 3 10 3 
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Table I (cont.). Statewide Bird Count, May 12, 1990 

Pr .G.  Anne Calv.  Chas.  St .M. Kent  QuAn.  Caro .  Ta lb .  Docc. Wico. Some. Worc .  Tota l  Co's .  

4 

2 

1 
6 

21 

2 

2 

40 

39 
132 

13 

2 
3 

3 I 
9 2 2 15 lg 118 2 

1 2 l 3 

I 4 
1 

5 30 12 13 8 2 
1 I 5 5 19 21 5 10 43 

9 3 7 7 7 27 23 15 4 9 
4 
1 

l I 1 I1 13 31 3 40 

2 I 3 17 31 6 20 
1 8 5 11 2 4 1 3 7 

2 + 10 3 
59 22 23 11 4 9 12 24 12 4 

7 5 

6 2 1 

2 1 
6 1 l0  3 

5 3 
2 173 11 

19 9 

2 19 5 
2 2 
1 1 

116 195 8 
22 149 15 

12 12 1 
2 5 349 24 

17 21 2 
3 4 2 

16 141 17 

1 1 132 18 
199 20 

4 80 100 6 
8 653 23 

3 1 

112 112 1 
I 25 47 88 4 

4 16 18 4 205 248 6 
1 7 14 10 1 1 17 6 840 1395 17 

4 1 

55 54 39 41 50 40 41 3 5 675 19 
5 I 

3 I I1 3 
19 19 1 

5 3 345 245 79~ 5 

1 I 
18 10 7 36 4 

4 4 
3 I 2 7 2 50 13 

I 1 1 

497 110 30 467 180 72 158 1241 900 463 272 489 4944 14 
18 18 I 

371 101 447 295 1219 391 31 286 80 72 31 102 5579 24 
336 52 3 276 50 43 4 31 550 3 1512 452 3644 17 

1 1 

1 I 22 
20 2 1 4 4 5 20 18 32 263 13 

4 41 
21 5 2 308 6 

9 114 56 29 5 12 8 235 8 

9 32 2 
29 16 5 4 10 

11 
18 2 8 1 

4 

1 4 1 4 I(]62 1117 9 
5 25 52 115 25 I0 7 309 14 

31 0 
3 14 3 4 3 25 98 12 

14 3 

55 118 173 2 
159 2 3 36 15 96 101 50 2 4 6 14 3113 24 
251 91 93 136 67 96 134 90 20 28 20 37 3603 24 

I 1 3 59 I0 
14 2 5 3 13 I0 12 18 15 II 4 325 23 

2 ! I- 3 7 4 
4 3 5 6 I I 6 44 14 
I 2 4 3 15 3 3 17 4 2 84 18 
4 4 25 2 8 6 5 2 2 t12 20 

I I 
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Table 1. Statewide Bird Count, May 12, 1990 

Species Garr. Alle. Wash. Fred. Carr. D.C. Moat. Howl  BaR. Half. Cecl. 
Common Nighthawk 6 1 2 3 1 2 3 
Chuck-will's-widow I 
Whip-poor-will 7 4 4 1 2 6 5 
Chin-mey Swift 24 96 311 169 121 91 707 234 2148 122 74 
Ruby-tlm34tted Hummingbird 10 14 6 9 9 1 21 13 16 15 6 

Belled Kingfisher 8 4 12 6 4 1 6 9 17 4 3 
Red-beeded Woodpecker 4 1 3 3 1 2 1 
Red - bellied Woodpecker 5 35 87 69 60 18 119 168 177 87 46 
Yellow-bellied Sal~ueker - 1 
Downy W ~  24 22 43 37 27 7 56 51 64 12 I 1 

Hairy Woodpeck.cz 18 2 7 9 5 4 10 15 10 4 3 
Nortbern Flicker 20 26 70 44 47 12 59 95 92 37 12 
Pileated Woodpecker 6 23 25 10 7 2 31 15 17 3 3 
Olive-tided Flyc4tcher 1 1 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 8 15 17 27 18 5 69 48 59 18 5 

Acadian Flycatcher 2 3 29 36 26 4 124 111 75 32 14 
Alder Flyc4¢ch~ 1 
Willow Flycateh~ 1 I 3 3 I 
Least Flycmcher 9 3 15 5 1 
Empidonax sp. 4 4 

Eastern Phoebe 22 40 63 24 29 3 42 42 53 21 14 
Great CTested FI yc, atcher 12 42 103 32 13 8 65 46 55 9 9 
E~te~ Kingbird 14 3 46 60 50 9 81 117 123 76 I 1 
Horned Lark 2 2 2 2 2 I 
Pmple MarSn 6 71 46 81 3 159 90 62 48 4 

T~ee Swallow 329 35 93 157 53 5 284 78 38 741 297 
N. Rough-winged Swallow 56 74 114 90 37 33 221 40 183 29 21 
Bank Swallow 97 21 42 24 12 39 48 5 35 54 
Cfiff SwaUow 163 24 48 3 52 26 33 45 4 
Barn Swallow 1614 830 466 892 350 68 587 423 838 641 223 

Bluejay 94 86 235 128 174 10 119 253 242 103 64 
Ammic4n Crow 193 171 401 291 180 67 452 383 679 212 57 
Fish Crow 17 16 56 2 32 14 35 12 I1 
Crow sp. 178 19 198 56 40 29 
Common Ravea 2 1 3 2 

Black-capped Chickadee I 15 62 6 8 
Carolina Cluckedoe 91 81 66 62 231 186 232 76 53 
Tufted Titmouse 56 110 121 104 80 53 187 214 217 63 18 
Red-bre~led Nuthatch 5 1 1 I I 2 3 1 
White-b~uaed Nuthatch 31 17 32 21 14 12 26 29 46 I 6 

Brown-~__~3~_ _ Nuthatch 
Brown ~ 2 1 2 
Catollna Wren 8 51 118 67 101 50 154 156 219 58 39 
House Wren 35 13 83 75 58 13 130 74 121 11 5 
Sedge Wren 1 

Marsh Wren 18 2 5 
Golden.-ce~wned Kinglet 4 2 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 16 5 6 4 5 3 3 17 2 
Blue-geay Gnmcatcher 28 89 76 43 51 21 153 113 102 46 21 
Eastern Bluebird 48 58 100 43 44 21 105 107 61 6 

Veery 6 1 3 5 3 33 27 33 77 6 1 
Gray-checked Thrush 1 
Swainmn's Thrush 1 2 6 24 16 20 53 5 
Hermit Thrush 2 1 1 2 1 
Wood Thr~h 30 22 55 79 91 21 131 306 179 113 97 

American Robin 449 273 526 503 689 
Gnty Catbird 120 92 165 255 328 
Northern Mockingbird 1 32 71 111 124 
Bmwn Thr~her 12 14 69 35 32 
American Pipit 

52 333 591 852 290 561 
68 402 588 620 157 59 
20 102 163 177 128 28 

2 7 29 19 13 13 
45 
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Table 1 (cont.). Statewide Bird Count, May 12, 1990 

Pr .G.  Anne Calv .  Chas.  St .M. Kent  QuAn,  Caro .  Ta lb .  Dnec. Wico. Some. Worc .  Tota l  Co's .  

6 
19 
4 

2 

26 

! 

12 
2 

8 

5 

5 
3 
35 

56 

t09 
2 
7 

49 

23 
212 
8 

26 
25 

28 
4 

17 
32 

11 
1 
30 

116 
55 
33 
9 

3 1 1 I 3 
3 7 I 33 15 2 1 14 18 

12 12 21 7 2 5 2 
211 22 27 57 31 26 34 152 25 5 
20 16 5 14 12 12 13 6 3 4 

10 4 3 2 I 5 2 3 1 
1 6 4 3 1 2 6 4 

55 20 57 37 23 51 46 52 10 13 

20 5 14 20 11 9 17 13 6 10 

5 2 3 5 3 3 3 4 5 2 
53 4 9 17 13 22 19 21 10 6 
3 I1 8 5 2 3 2 6 4 

10 10 18 13 28 30 18 46 10 14 

30 29 33 23 8 11 28 14 2 12 

27 12 
2 14 111 12 
1 97 16 

16 4722 23 
9 6 244 24 

2 I II0 23 
1 43 16 

23 1284 23 
1 2 2 
2 10 496 24 

2 125 23 
3 3 706 24 

7 195 22 
2 2 

6 17 517 24 

3 23 677 24 
1 1 
9 5 

2 I 2 3 3 44 "10 
2 10 0 

11 2 7 15 6 I1 16 7 3 8 444 22 
35 5 23 15 26 40 51 72 25 35 13 32 769 24 
53 19 17 59 24 52 29 30 20 5 14 14 961 24 

20 2 1 50 24 7 16 8 2 2 143 16 
13 63 49 64 144 86 158 91 45 20 5 27 1391 23 

68 I1 7 336 166 34 201 28 55 15 39 24 3203 24 
35 6 13 9 3 26 6 8 2 3 1011 22 

109 13 7 2 26 7 5 553 18 
398 9 

351 231 183 214 101 192 251 377 75 93 67 78 9194 24 

181 43 32 90 79 60 72 70 10 33 16 24 2241 24 
184 65 139 189 160 56 93 81 25 32 12 31 4365 24 
74 28 6 20 113 42 74 63 15 2 31 5 676 22 
65 107 30 1 1 134 858 0 

8 4 

103 44 83 138 107 54 46 63 5 39 
92 48 85 73 48 27 66 69 20 37 

13 I 16 4 4 2 I 1 2 

191 4 
4 31 1821 22 
5 34 1852 24 

15 8 
3 285 22 

10 4 2 7 23 4 
3 2 I II 6 

68 25 55 83 43 45 59 53 20 45 16 12 1573 24 
19 I 2 9 9 14 4 10 9 10 , 6 715 23 

1 1 

7 12 I 12 4 25 

I I 6 1 I 
29 26 43 20 27 9 21 11 6 
21 95 41 107 35 36 135 68 15 

4 I 91 11 
6 2 

71 14 
9 16 977 23 
5 35 7 1225 23 

16 3 3 4 4 2 3 1 1 

16 1 1 1 3 
3 6 

59 24 48 20 111 92 88 103 10 13 

1 235 22 
I I 

160 14 
17 $ 

2 21 1745 24 

246 68 179 219 129 312 224 171 55 106 38 73 7055 24 
162 25 45 56 91 57 28 32 6 22 4 87 3524 24 
85 45 35 133 65 124 101 74 10 26 16 23 1727 24 
23 5 15 35 23 13 35 13 7 2 16 441 23 

45 I 
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T a b l e  1. S t a t e w i d e  B i r d  Count, M a y  12, 1990  

Species Gar r .  Alle. Wash.  Fred. Carr .  D.C. Mont.  Howa. Bait. Harf .  Cecl. 

Cedar Wuwing 7 18 55 19 12 10 239 54 10 14 22 
t ~ e r t z a d  Steike 
E tu-opc.an Starling 238 218 658 818 972 150 657 1076 1684 706 476 
White-eynd Vireo 5 10 4 8 24 7 53 147 83 57 33 
Soliuu'y Vireo 12 2 2 1 I 

Yellow-throatnd Vireo 3 I 1 5 8 2 21 31 25 8 I 
Warbling Vireo 4 78 20 6 2 22 6 11 15 6 
Philedell0~in Vireo 1 - 
Red-eyed Vinm 51 172 136 95 126 62 261 360 337 106 42 
Blue-winged Warbler 1 6 7 5 3 4 5 13 9 

Golden-wingnd Warbler 14 7 2 I 
Tennessee Warbler 2 3 2 9 1 | 5 5 8 
Nashville Warbler 2 I 2 3 1 1 3 
Northcrn Parula 10 8 8 17 22 9 121 76 81 15 17 
Yellow Warbler 49 76 30 31 59 3 37 79 166 27 I I 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 42 7 7 2 4 4 12 42 11 3 I 
Magnolia Warb4~ 35 7 4 5 4 4 ! 1 25 33 5 2 
Cape May Warbler 3 2 4 I I I 6 18 1 
BIk,-thrt'd. Blue Wmbler 7 6 19 10 13 22 35 92 5 I 
Yel .-ramp.(Myrllc)Warbier 104 35 41 12 23 18 89 76 207 268 16 

Blk.-thrt'd. Green Warbler 15 7 1 12 7 5 8 22 46 3 1 
Blackburnian Warbler 12 4 1 2 2 I 2 3 
Yellow-throated Warbler 2 5 I 3 29 9 6 
Pine Warbler 24 6 I I 8 10 6 1 2 
Prairie Warbler 6 15 8 I 6 30 25 28 37 4 

Palm Wmbicr I I 1 
Bay-tscastnd Warbler 6 3 2 2 4 5 3 
Blackpoll Warbler 1 2 6 3 4 19 7 13 2 
Ce~uk, an Win'bier 3 11 2 6 9 14 5 12 8 I 
Black-and-white Warbler 15 3 2 4 8 3 16 28 34 11 5 

American Rcdstm~ 19 29 20 18 22 14 52 85 139 25 6 
Prothonotary Warbler 3 8 4 I 41 ! 10 I 1 
Worm-eating Wmbler I 6 I 1 2 l 1 1 3 I I 13 3 2 
Ovcnbird 31 6 14 20 19 13 51 162 104 23 18 
Northe~ Wnterthmsh IO 3 7 4 21 5 15 2 I 

Louisiana Watcrtiwush 7 8 17 8 11 21 26 16 6 1 
Kentucky Wm~er I 8 I I 1 10 56 24 19 3 
Mounting Warbler I 1 I 
Common YcUowtluoat 139 78 29 37 74 24 104 239 293 85 85 
Hooded Warbler 7 l0 3 2 3 2 49 17 

Wilson's Warbles 1 5 6 5 5 3 1 
Canada Wmblc~ 6 2 1 I 2 11 20 31 5 
Ycllow-bscastnd Chat 2 17 14 4 16 48 15 20 17 
Sunurser Tanager 2 - 
Scarlet Tannger 53 48 44 27 14 12 59 112 131 37 14 

Northern Cardinal 68 225 336 229 220 83 385 485 480 255 90 
Rese-breasted Grosbeak 71 5 I 5 5 3 10 16 33 3 1 
Blue Gmsbcak 1 4 2 5 7 14 2 
Indigo Bunting 103 214 143 110 37 5 143 196 150 85 67 
Rufoes-sided Towhee 146 80 74 55 39 14 gO 159 147 43 50 

Chipt~ng Sparrow 246 165 94 36 53 8 50 91 105 48 35 
Field Spin'row 41 65 62 46 37 61 147 49 14 22 
Vesper Spmmw 1 6 I 3 2 1 
Savannah Sparrow 9 2 3 I I 8 6 2 
Grasshopper Spin'row 7 4 I I 13 11 6 11 5 1 I 

Hcnslow's Sparrow 2 
Sharp-tmled Spmmw 
Seaside Sparrow 2 
Song Sparrow 183 77 93 121 157 34 96 149 240 50 51 
Lincoln's Spanow 1 2 I 



J u n e  1 9 9 0  M A R Y L A N D  B I R D L I F E  4 5  

T a b l e  I ( c o n t . ) .  S t a t e w i d e  B i r d  C o u n t ,  M a y  12 ,  1 9 9 0  

Pr .G.  Anne Calv.  Chas.  St .M. Kent  QuAn.  Caro .  Ta lb .  Dorc.  Wlco. Some. Worc .  Tota l  Co's .  

27 125 2 113 5 5 17 9 763 19 
1 ! 1 

341 449 140 247 495 206 419 476 283 70 120 58 147 11104 24 
24 69 41 52 57 36 21 ]9 16 15 30 2 23 836 24 
I 2 2 23 8 

2 ? I II 2 II 4 7 4 3 5 3 175 22 
2 I l 1 7 4  13 

1 1 
47 218 172 145 112 67 45 93 69 15 42 6 34 2815 24 
I 3 1 1 4 63 14 

2 1 27 6 
4 I 41 l l  

I - 14 8 
9 64 55 73 35 8 3 8 18 4 14 17 692 23 
12 35 3 29 2 89 14 6 22 7 1 9 797 23 

3 II 4 5 3 4 2 I I 169 20 
4 23 5 l 4 17 I I0 l 201 20 
l 2 2 4 2 l 1 59 15 
3 34 7 3 13 6 1 2 1l 2 5 2 299 22 
20 85 5 21 21 93 17 9 20 lO 4 1 ! l  12~6 24 

1 17 2 1 6 8 6 168 18 
5 - 2 8 l I 44 13 
I 7 5 14 2 4 4 6 12 I10 16 
6 II 20 39 7 4 6 30 40 30 4 27 283 21 

18 18 6 30 56 8 5 5 5 2 10 4 24 351 23 

2 1 l 7 6 
3 - I 4 3 36 I1 

4 28 ? 8 2 2 15 5 3 131 18 
2 l 74 !2 

7 35 IO 12 18 22 3 9 19 8 10 lO 292 23 

25 53 20 19 16 32 1 5 44 ! 2 22 669 23 
I 7 3 13 2 13 II 31 2 10 22 60 245 21 

7 1 5 4 8 2 7 2 7 107 20 
21 45 28 45 48 29 16 20 44 10 31 8 45 851 24 
1 8 5 4 1 2 2 l 92 17 

3 1 8 9 l l 5 4 4 3 160 20 
2 6 18 30 6 8 2 $ I0 8 8 236 20 

3 3 
34 169 45 47 92 120 92 34 91 40 29 14 40 2034 24 
7 17 25 39 5 I 2 189 15 

4 - 2 1 33 10 
I 18 2 4 2 106 14 
11 30 17 21 41 6 9 6 14 5 19 $ 10 347 22 
I I0 4 !7 3 13 !0 14 1 2 77 II 
14 46 18 40 26 33 21 22 33 7 9 13 833 23 

73 262 99 94 202 169 164 70 121 20 45 28 31 4234 24 
! 6 5 3 3 5 4 15 1 2 198 21 
6 19 16 9 52 19 37 32 29 9 I0 8 281 19 
31 67 39 100 lOI 86 100 41 91 12 37 7 22 1987 24 
25 65 22 61 67 33 37 21 26 10 11 2 25 1302 24 

34 76 40 45 109 39 70 58 87 15 24 14 21 1563 24 
24 28 15 15 24 17 60 22 23 3 16 3 ' 794 22 

l 15 7 
5 5 3 1 1 l 48 14 

1 8 8 13 30 10 35 12 7 2 3 199 21 

3 2 
1 1 1 

l 5 - 35 2 29 4 78 ? 
31 46 12 27 26 49 37 10 17 4 4 6 31 1551 24 

4 3 
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Table 1. Statewide Bird Count, May 12, 1990 

Species G a f f .  ARe. Wash .  Fred .  C a r r .  D.C. Mont .  H o w l  Bait .  H a l f .  Cecl. 

Swamp Slmrrow 
White-throoted Spmuw 
White-crowned Spsrmw 
Dark-eyed Junco 
Bobolink 

Red-winged Blackbird 
Emtma Meedowl~k 
Rmty Blackbint 
Bott-tniled Gtml~ 
Common Gmdde 

Brown-heeded Cowbird 
Oriole 

N. (Bni~imo~) Oriole 
eun~  Finch 
Houm Finch 

Pine Siddn 
Atomic.an Goldfinch 
Evening Grosbeak 
House $1mrow 

46 1 4 2 3 1 4 6 23 2 
15 10 4 12 2 24 15 27 83 15 5 

8 2 2 I 3 3 3 2 7 
7 

73 25 6 168 95 4 191 610 588 281 

450 227 191 379 375 66 256 505 855 314 619 
25 39 56 84 44 46 25 10 31 25 

I 3 
1 

313 163 741 933 931 26 610 676 768 511 281 

56 68 105 113 97 19 1.50 162 199 152 44 
13 9 7 5 5 47 30 31 25 20 

39 63 135 62 39 11 86 64 114 65 21 
11 - 22 1 - - - 
89 72 333 163 175 75 322 371 558 130 61 

239 6 21 - 1 I 3 4 1 
157 243 368 430 307 87 434 410 444 267 68 

4 - - 
94 79 218 298 267 186 153 161 505 92 39 

Total individunis 
Total q~enie~ 

Obu~ven 
Pmtics 

Pray-miles: 

Pmy-hoen: 

Hours owiing 
Miles owling 

Time at start 
Time t t  end 

Tempemure: 

Wind: 

Pcrc~t (q~) 

ptecipitatioo: 

Foot 
Cst 
Boot 
Other 
Total miles 

Foot 
Car 
Boat 
Other 
Foed~ watch 
Totni hoots 

Pn:Mawn 
Dawn 
Noon 
Sunset 
Night 

Predawn 
Dtwn 
Noon 
Sunset 
Night 

Clouds: 
Pro-dawn 
Dawn 
Noon 
Smutet 
Night 

Pie-dawn 
Dawn 
Noon 
5tmset 
Night 

7712 5941 9142 9359 8666 2580 12037 13998 22045 8745 
145 138 141 137 129 107 153 148 182 144 131 

17 15 27 21 14 6 40 49 65 31 9 
11 8 15 12 11 4 24 21 30 10 4 

30.0 31.0 31.3 29.0 31.0 16.0 87.1 125.0 133.0 24.5 11.5 
610.0 299.0 336.8 360.0 1.50.0 32.0 102.0 288.0 241.0 291.0 3"45.0 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.0 22.0 0.0 
0.0 0.0 13.0 0.0 12.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

640.0 330.0 381.1 389.0 193.0 48.0 1 8 9 . 1  413.0 378.0 337.5 356.5 

36.0 27.0 49.6 51.0 47.0 26.0 110.5 153.5 168.8 38.2 16.0 
55.8 100.0 34.3 32.0 17.0 2.0 10.8 19.0 36.0 30,5 30.0 
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.0 5.0 0.0 
0.0 0.0 4.0 0.0 2.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.0 0.0 
6.0 1.0 10.0 6.0 3.0 0.0 7.0 0.0 9-3 17.0 1.0 

97.8 128.0 97.8 89.0 75.0 28.0 128.3 172.5 218.0 92,7 47.0 

2*5 2.0 3.0 2.0 ? 1.0 0.5 3.5 2.3 9.3 10.0 
2.0 5.0 1.0 1.0 ? 0.0 0.5 0.0 5.0 48.0 29.0 

0 ~ 0  0445 0400 0500 0330 0430 0430 0400 0500 0315 0(100 
2130 2000 21(]0 1930 21(]0 1730 1930 2030 2245 1935 2300 

38 33 39 40 39 50 ? 40 40 45 44 
42 41 43 40 ? .50 .500 45 45 48 ? 
48 .50 57 60 ? 65 60 55 60 65 65 
54 58 ? 55 65 65 62 65 55 60 ? 
48 58 ? ? ? ? ? ? 5~ ? ? 

0 0 5 0 0 ? ? 0 0 0 0 
5 0 to 0 5 ? 2 0 0 0 0 
5 0 10 10 10 ? 5 15 ESE 10 I0 5 
5 0 nil 10 15 ? 10 25 ESE 10 ? 5 
5 0 day ? 10 ? ? ? ESE I0 ? 5 

100 100 90 10 10 I00 ? 0 0 0 20 
I00 I00 90 I0 !0 I00 75 0 20 0 25 
100 100 100 1CO I00 50 95 75 IO0 I00 80 
I00 I00 I00 I00 100 25 100 75 100 I00 1(10 
75 I00 I00 7 ? ? ? 75 95 7 lO[) 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
shwrs. 0 0 0 0 0 trace 0 0 0 0 

rain light light light light 0 trace shwrs, shwrs. 0 0 
shwrt light light light light 0 trace shwrs, shwTt. 0 0 
shwrs, shwrt, rain ? ? 0 0 ? shwrs. ? 0 
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Table 1 (cont.). Statewide Bird Count, May 12, 1990 

Pr .G.  Anne Calv.  Chas.  St .M. Kent  QuAn.  Caro .  Ta lb .  Dote.  Wico. Some. Worc.  Tota l  Co's .  

3 
40 
2 
1 
12 

241 
1 

137 

3 4 2 4 1 , 1 1 111 18 
10 8 14 4 8 2 1 28 1 328 21 
3 3 39 12 

- 2 10 3 
169 78 1 210 I 95 26 6 1 2640 20 

310 59 228 436 774 465 615 694 575 130 192 123 9079 24 
12 12 5 36 7 42 3 12 6 2 g 17 548 23 

4 2 
3 19 26 104 158 6 

538 398 309 610 521 1141 1061 895 500 225 155 311 12754 24 

25 88 42 44 133 27 50 
14 27 19 20 24 29 33 
5 6 3 4 4 27 25 

2 
75 263 123 41 113 57 78 31 30 6 

1 1 3 1 - 282 12 
32 109 102 24 143 104 81 47 98 20 33 35 53 4096 24 

41 
62 118 62 1~0 2t9 85 98 205 39 10 36 39 33 3199 24 

7 90 50 
98 14 40 
22 11 2 

30 28 61 1840 24 
15 23 3 551 23 
2 1 811 23 

36 4 
16 8 19 3209 24 

3105 8810 3828 4624 7863 7085 6500 6127 7772 5430 2657 3360 6926 1800~ 
121 154 154 132 145 157 134 122 150 149 119 104 146 255 
13 26 15 9 14 6 14 22 6 2 9 9 12 451 
7 10 9 5 10 4 7 13 6 1 5 4 7 238 

14.0 16.5 26.0 27.0 413 8.5 20.5 15.0 14.7 2.0 I0,0 5.0 '5.0 785.8 
45.0 210.0 I07.0 248.0 298,0 239.0 423.8 232.0 164.0 I00.0 119.0 9£0 294.0 5630.6 
0.0 14,5 0.0 0.0 0,0 0.0 0.0 I0.0 25.0 0.0 0.0 5.0 0.0 85.5 
0,0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 25.0 
59.0 271.0 133.0 275.0 340.3 247.5 449.3 25%0 203.7 102.0 129.0 106.0 299.0 6526.9 

33.0 82.5 53.0 29.5 50.0 10.0 19.5 26.0 16,1 8.0 12.0 12.0 7.0 1082.1 
5.0 20.8 3.3 17.8 27.5 25.0 34.5 23.0 9.9 4.5 14.0 8.0 36.0 596.5 
0.0 7,0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4.0 6.0 6.0 0.0 0.0 2.0 0.0 40.0 
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 11.5 
4.0 25.0 7.0 2.5 1.3 0.0 0.0 17.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 117A 
42.0 135.3 63.3 49.8 78.8 35.0 58.0 72.0 35.5 12.5 26.0 22.0 43.0 1772.2 

2.0 4.5 3.5 4.8 6.5 2.5 3,2 1.0 2.1 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 71.4 
3.0 8.5 53.0 43.0 44.3 40.0 3.3 0.0 31.0 55.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 372.5 

0530 0330 0230 0330 0300 0300 0215 0500 ? 0000 0600 0530 0330 0000 
2000 2200 1800 1930 2000 1830 1900 2100 ? 1715 1900 2100 1730 2300 

MindMax. 
42 45 42 45 52 46 50 40 ? 45 ? ? ? 33/52 
45 50 44 45 55 40 55 45 43 45 50 60 50 40/60 
55 58 65 62 75 60 60 60 48 70 58 75 65 48/75 
60 63 61 62 70 58 58 55 61 ? 50 70 ? 5 4 / 0  
? ? 57 ? ? ? ? 50 ? ? ? ? ? 48158 

0 
10 
I0 
I0 
10 

? 0 0 5 NE5 
E 10 ESE 10 0 to ~ 15 
E15 ESE15 SW15 20 NE15 

SE15 ESE20 0 VAR NE15 
? ESE 20 ? ? ? 

0 0 ? l,cVar 0 ? ? 
5 0 SW2 l,tVmr El0 ? NEt5 

15 SE15 SW18 ESE25 E10 ? NEt5 
15 VAR $W20 SEIO ? ? ? 
? 0 ? ? ? ? ? 

90 ? 0 
100 30 5 
I00 I00 100 
I00 70 l(X) 
100 ? 100 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 IL tr, 
shwrs 0 tr. 
0 0 0 

0 10 10 10 
0 20 10 50 

90 I00 60 75 
90 80 I00 100 
? ? 100 ? 

0 0 ~. 0 
0 a-. 0 0 

IL ~. 0 IL 
0 Iz. IL shwrs 
? .. tr. 0 

0 ? 0 0 0 0 
I0 5 0 50 0 5 
50 I00 40 50 50 90 
50 I00 95 I00 0 20 
50 ? 7 ? ? "? 

0 0 ? 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 shwrs shw'rs 0 0 
0 ? ? ? 0 0 
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CARROLL COUNTY: Melinda Byrd, Wayne Gordon Jr. & Sr., Doug Hackman, Barbara Hale, 
Kathy Harden, Dave & Maureen Harvey, John Hattrup, Dave Hudgins, Bill Kulp, Bob Ringler 
(compiler. 6272 Pinyon Pine Court, Eldersburg 21784), Denis Smith, Sue Yingiing. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: Robert Caswell, Dave Czaplak (compiler), Ottavio Janni, Michael 
Jennison, Mary Ann Todd, Patricia Wood. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY: Wain Barnes, E.A. & M.W. Behr, Larry Bonham, Michael & Joy 
Bowen, Margaret Bullock, Betty Chance, Marjorie & Richard Cleveland, Barry Cooper, Robert 
Hilton, Ann Hobbs, Dick Homan, Vince Jones, Bill Kulp, David Livengood, Nancy & Stuart 
MacClintock, Gaff MacKiernan, Susanna Martin, Don & Mieke Mehlman, Don Messersmitb, 
Joan Miller, Lola & Ted Oberman, Paul Pisano (compiler. 626 S. 18th Street, Arlington, Virginia 
22202), Nancy Sasavage, Francis C. & Norman C. Saunders, Susan Savage, John Summer, Mary 
Ann Todd, Paul Woodward, William Young. 

HOWARD COUNTY: Scott Atkinson, Connie Bockstie, Joy & Michael Bowen, George Chase, 
Marry Chestem, Graham Chisom, John Clegg, Jane Farrell, Charles Fuller, Jane & Ralph 
Geuder, Richard Giannola, Shiras Guion, Anne & Ken Hart, Kevin Heffernan, Ann Higgins, 
John Hoffman, David Irene Keefer, Anu & Marcia Krishnamoorthy, Dave Kubitsky, Mike 
Leumas, Bob & Brigitte Lund, Nancy Magnusson, Kathy Mariano, Sherry Martin, Grazina & 
Mike McClure, Peter Osenton, Bonnie Ott, Susan Probst, Don & Jan Randle, Chandler Robbins, 
Michael Smith, Bob & Jo Solem, Chuck Stirrat, Linda Stirrat, Tom Strikwerda, Mark Wallace, 
Peggy Willson, Michele Wright, Helen Zeichner, Paul Zucker (compiler. 112 Finale Terrace, 
Silver Spring 20901 ). 

BALTIMORE COUNTY: Debbye Anbinder, John Barber, Chip Bauer, Doug Behr, Frank & 
Margaret Bien, Peggy Bohanan, Brent & Mary Byers, John & Roland Canoles, Tom Carroll, Bob 
& Betty Christopher, Henry Coe, Bob Dixon, JoAnn Dreyer, Rick Fledderman, Gaff Frantz, 
Peggy Fulford, Shirley Geddes, Mary Gilley, Josie Gray, Theresa Guckert, Dan Haft, Jim 
Highsaw, Mark Hoffman, Kye Jenkins, Dave Johnson, Sukon Kanchanaraksa, Elliot Kirsch- 
baum, Lon Linder, Bunny Long, M. MacCrehan, Rob Mardiney, Peter Martin, Chris McSwain, 
Michele Melia, Alice & David Nelson, Paul Noell, Earl Palmer, Patsy Perlman, Jim Peters, Mac 
Plant, James Poultney, Linda Prentice, Roger Redden, Carol Renfrew, Art Rogers, Nancy Rowe, 
Mark & Valerie Rychwalski, Steve Sanford (compiler. 8412 Downey Dale Dr., Randallstown 
21133 ), JeffSchreter, Marian Shapiro, Don Sheppard, Mary Shock, Steve Simon, Karen Skuldt, 
Ed Smith, Nancy Smith, Cas & Ciauseon Smoot, Pat Stagg, Hank Stanton, Norma & Gene 
Struckhoff, Debbie Terry, Robin & Will Tress, Kristine Utley, Joni Ward, Pete Webb, Hal & 
Matilda Weiss, Jack Wennerstrom, Jim Wilkinson, Helen & John Wilson, Robert Wood, Ben & 
Heidi Yokel. 

HARFORD COUNTY: Diana Affieck, John Blake, Louise Blake, Jeff Buler, Tim Chumley, Jon & 
Barbara Cupp St., John Cupp Jr., Bridget Cupp, Les Eastman (compiler. 4034 Wilkinson Road, 
Havre de Grace 20178), Lynn Feryus, Carol Flora, Harriett Gray, Bette Hoyt, Dennis Kirkwood, 
Dave Long, Roberta Ober, Bill Pfingsten, Jean Scarborough, Dave & Macrina Seitz, Don Soubie, 
Spike Updegrove, June Vaughn, Barbara Walker, Wyatt Wallace, Dave Webb, Pete Webb, Joan 
Wohlgemuth, John & Lorna Wortman. 

CECIL COUNTY" John Blake, Rick Blom, Jon Cupp Jr. & Sr., Leland Devore, Harold Fogleman 
Jr., Harold Fogleman Sr. (compiler. 1170 Wilson Rd., Rising Sun 21911 ), Mark Komorosky, Pete 
Webb. 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY: Marry Barron, Barbara Bowman, Frederick W. Fallon, Jane 
Fallon, Paul Jung, Leonard Lutwack, Elwood Martin, Greg Pluth, Betty Porter, Barbara 
Ricciardi, Eleanor C. Robbins, Bill Ruston (compiler: 13023 Trumbull Drive, Upper Marlboro 
20772), Connie Tippett. 
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ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY: Dell Alexander, Maggie Cadisalader, Lynn Davidson, Phil Davis, 
Paul DeRoo, Alice & Bob Dwight, Joyce Grell, Peter Hanan, Al Haury, Sally Henderson, Marshal 
Iliff, Bunny Knipp, Kathy Lambert, Tony Leigh, Dave Mozurkewich, Dottle Mumford 
(compiler. 1900 General's Highway, Annapolis 21401 ), Sue Ricciardi, Bryon Rogers, Ed & Pat 
Rogers, Howard Roveistadt, John Schorp, Hank Taliaferro, Hal Wierenga, Larry ZoUer. 

CALVERT COUNTY: Andre Barbeau, David & Paula Bohaska, Ed Boyd, John H. Fales 
(compiler. 2809 Ridge Road, Huntingtown 20639), Elizabeth S. Henry, Don & Helen Jones, 
Geoffrey Parker, Betty S. Shaub, Jim Stasz, Melissa Wilson [Southern Maryland Audubon 
Society]. 

CHARLES COUNTY: Mike Donovan, Cora Fulton, Carol Ghebelian, Polly Hancock, Ron 
Kagarise, Pat & Paul Nistico, Andrew Wllmot, George Wllmot (compiler: 401 Amherst Road, 
Bryans Road 20616) [Southern Maryland Audubon Society]. 

ST. MARY~J COUNTY: Anne Bishop, Bob Boxwell, Jim Boxwell, Patty Craig, Stan Fuller, John 
Horton, Bruck Lockhard, Annette Molyneux, Ernest Willoughby (compiler. 6 Hartman Drive, 
Lexington Park 20653) [Southern Maryland Audubon Society]. 

KENT COUNTY: Rick Biota, Maggie Duncan, John Lorenz, Floyd Parks (compiler. 129 
Washington Avenue, Chestertown 21620), Jared Parks, Zachary Parks. 

QUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY: Wanda Adams, Gene Amos, Bob & Marion Folker, Mark Grande, 
Ben Hren, Roland Limpert, Lee McCollough (compiler. Rt. 2 Box 537-M, Chester 21619), Carol 
McCollough, Danny Poet, Wilbur Rittenhouse, Lee Shivery, Scott Smith, Glenn Therres [Wye 
Oak Audubon Society]. 

CAROLINE COUNTY: Catherine Adams, Debby Bennett, Annabelle Bilbrough, Irene Bil- 
brough, Chris Dorset, Charles Ellwanger Jr., Jacqueline Ellwanger, Ethel & Wilber Engle, Jerry 
& Roberta Fletcher, Inez Glime, Mark Grande, Marvin Hewitt, Alicia Knotts, Minnie Miller, 
Mariana Nuttle, Wilbur Rittenhouse (compiler: Rt. 1 Box 13, Queen Anne 21657), Ross 
Robinson, Isabelle Todd, Michael Todd, Shannon Todd. 

TALBOT COUNTY: Wayne Bell, Les Coble (compiler. 46 High Banks Dr., Easton 21601 ), Jeff 
Effinger, Steve Ford, Don Merltt, Jan Reese. 

DORCHESTER COUNTY: George L. Armistead, Henry T. Armistead (compiler. 523 E. Durham 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19119), Charles Perry Jr., Christopher C. Witt. 

WICOMICO COUNTY: Randi Anderson, Hugh Hanson, Ellen Lawler, Bettie Pitney, Chris & 
Eddie Slaughter, Dave & Darlene Weesner, Charles Vaughn (compiler. 1306 Frederick Avenue, 
Salisbury 21801 ). 

SOMERSET COUNTY: Randi Anderson, Polly Batchelder, Laura French, Margaret Anne 
Larson, Sylvia Saloma, Dave Thorndiil, Dave & Darlene Weesner, Gail Vaughn [Charles 
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T H E  S E A S O N  
III 

WINTER, December 1, 1989-February 28, 1990 
ROBERT F. RINGLER 

Weather extremes dominated the winter season: Exceptional cold blasted 
through the state in December; then, remarkably warm weather ushered in the new 
year and continued through the period. Little snow fell and most of that was in 
December. Most of Chesapeake Bay froze over solid before the end of December, 
concentrating waterfowl in available open water. Nevertheless, most species of 
ducks returned earlier than usual by taking advantage of the rapid dissipation of 
the ice in Januarywhen the temperature soared well above normal. Christmas Bird 
Counts were carried out in severe conditions but some landbirds were concen- 
trated along roadways making counting easy. 

Midwinter bird counts continue to add to our knowledge of avian distribution. 
Experimental counts were done in Worcester, Somerset, and Kent Counties in 
addition to those previously established. It is hoped that other counties can be 
added in the near future. 

The exotic bird of the season was a Rhea seen by Reese in a field near Neavitt on 
January 24. The bird was roaming freely from the collection of a local bird fancier. 

Abbreviations: The Bay- Chesapeake Bay, CBC - Christmas Bird Count, DC - District 
of Columbia, NWR - National Wildlife Refuge, PNAS - Patuxent River Naval Air 
Station, PWRC - Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, SP - State Park, UMCF - 
University of Maryland Central Farm, WMA - Wildlife Management Area. 

Locations (county in parentheses): Alpha Ridge Landfill (Howard), Assateague 
Island (Worcester), Back River (Baltimore), Bellevue (Talbot), Beulah (Dor- 
chester), Black Hill Reservoir (Montgomery), Blackwater NWR (Dorchester), 
Bradenbaugb (Harford), Bray Hill (Garrett), Brighton Dam (Howard/Mont- 
gomery), Broadford Reservoir (Garrett), Bushwood Wharf (St. Mary's), Centennial 
Lake (Howard), Conowingo Dam (Harford unless noted otherwise), Deal Island 
WMA (Somerset), Deep Creek Lake (Garrett), Eastern Landfill (Baltimore), East 
Potomac Park (DC), Elk Neck SP (Cecil), Elms WMA (St. Mary's), Fort McHenry 
(Baltimore City), Georgetown Reservoir (DC), Greenbury Point (Anne Arundel), 
Green Ridge State Forest (Allegany), Herrington Manor SP (Garrett), Hodges Bar 
(Kent), Hooper Island (Dorchester), Hughes Hollow (Montgomery), Huntingfield 
(Kent), Irish Grove Sanctuary (Somerset), Jug Bay (Anne Arundel), Lake Elkhorn 
(Howard), Lake Kittamaqundi (Howard), Langmaid Road (Worcester), Loch 
Raven (Baltimore), Love Point (Queen Anne's), Mason Landing (Worcester), 
Masonville (Baltimore City), Merkie Wildlife Sanctuary (Prince George's), New 
Design Road (Frederick), Piney Run Park (Carroll), PNAS (St. Mary's), PWRC 
(Prince George's), Remington Farms WMA (Kent), Rocky Gap SP (Allegany), Rodo 
Beach (St. Mary's), Sandy Point SP (Anne Arundel), Schooley Mill Park (Howard), 
Susquehanna SP (Harford), Swan Point (Kent), Sycamore Landing (Montgomery), 
Triadelphia Reservoir (Howard unless noted otherwise), Trout Run Sewage 
Treatment Plant (Garrett), UMCF (Howard), Violet's Lock (Montgomery). 
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Observers: Roger Anderson,  Henry Armistead,  Scott  Atkinson, Dan Audet,  Polly 
Batchelder ,  Chris Beaton,  John Bjerke, Rick Biota, Lar ry  Bonham, Bob & Jim 
Boxwell, Dave Brinker, Carol & Don Broderiek, Mar tha  Chestem, David Czaplak, 
Lynn Davidson, Sam Droege ( repor t ing  for PWRC), Les Eastman,  Ethel Engle, Jane  
Farrel l ,  J e r ry  & Rober ta  F le tcher  ( repor t ing  for Caroline Co.), Harold Fogleman, 
Cora Fulton,  Geri Garvin, Carol Ghebelian, J im & Patr ic ia  Gruber,  Doug Hackman,  
Wilbur Hershberger,  Marvin Hewitt, Robert  Hilton, Marshall  Iliff, Kye Jenkins,  
George Jett ,  Ray Kiddy, Dennis Kirkwood, Ellen Lawler, Nancy Magnusson, Kathy  
Mariano, Carol & Lee McCullough, Stauffer  Miller, Dotty Mumford, Mariana Nuttle, 
Holly Obrecht,  Michael & Paul O13rien, Betty Pitney ( repor t ing  for Wicomico Bird 
Club), F ran  Pope, Nick Powell, Kyle Rambo, Jan  Reese, David Reinhold, Sue 
Ricciardi, Gene Scarpulla ,  William Scudder,  Steve Simon, Teresa Simons, Connie 
Skipper,  Chris & Eddie Slaughter ,  Jo Solem ( repor t ing  for Howard Co.), J a r e d  
Sparks,  Eleanor  S tandaer t ,  J im Stasz, Chris Swarth,  Charles Swift, Hank Taliaferro, 
Mary Twigg, Charles Vaughn, Dave Walbeck, Robert  Warfield, Pete Webb ( repor t ing  
for Balt imore Bird Club field tr ips) ,  Hal Wierenga, J im Wilkinson. 

Loons, Grebes. The only Red-throated Loons r epor t ed  on the  Bay after  the  CBCs 
were 2 at  Point  Lookout  on Feb. 11 (J. Boxwell) and  1 at  Sandy  Point  on Feb. 17 
(Karen  Skuldt  +). Common Loons, always scarce  dur ing  midwinter ,  were seen in 
the Bay region as follows: 3 at  Point  Lookout  on Jan.  27 (J. Boxwell), 3 a t  Swan Point 
on Jan.  30 and  7 on Feb. 8 (Grubers) ,  1 a t  PNAS on Feb. 14 (Reinhold),  and  1 in 
Balt imore Harbor  on Feb. 25 (Webb +). We know little of the movements  of loons in 
these  months .  Horned  G r e b e s  s taged  in large flocks unusual ly  ear ly  as a resul t  of 
the  rap id  thaw. Larges t  concen t ra t ions  were 35 offRock Point  on Jan.  22-27 (Jet t ) ,  
60 at  Huntingfield and  80 at  Hodges Bar on Jan.  30 (Grubers) ,  15 a t  Greenber ry  
Point  on Feb. 3 (Iliff+),  250 at  Swan Point  on Feb. 15 and  250 at  Hodges Bar on Feb. 
19 (Grubers) ,  45 at  PNAS on Feb. 21 (Reinhold) ,  and  150 at  Huntingfield on Feb. 21 
(Grubers) .  Inland,  Horned Grebes a p p e a r e d  equal ly ear ly  with 2 at  Brighton Dam 
on Jan.  31 (Chestem),  1 at  Rocky Gap on Feb. 5 and 5 there  on the  26th (Twigg), 1 at  
Loch Raven on Feb. 7 (Simon),  and  1 on Broadford  Reservoir  on Feb. 8 (Pope).  
Single Red-necked Grebes  were on Back River on Jan. 14 (Ricciardi,  Mumford +), a t  
Annapol is  on Feb. 9 (Iliff), and  a t  Hodges Bar on Feb. 19 (Grubers) .  The Eared 
G r e b e  r epo r t ed  in the  fall a t  Sandy  Point  remained  th rough  Dec. 13 (Al Haury  +). 

Gannets, Pelican, Cormorants. The Worcester  midwinter  count  tal l ied 86 Northern 
Gannets  offshore on Jan.  27. A remarkab le  sighting of a Brown Pel ican at  The Elms 
WMA was made  on Dec. 30 (Brad  Dorf). Great  Cormorants  included 2 at  Sandy  
Point  on Dec. 2 (Anderson) ,  4 immatu re s  at  Ocean City on Dec. 27 (Ringler),  3 
immatures  at  Hooper  Is land on Dec. 27 (M. O'Brien) and  at  least  1 through Jan. 28 
(Armis tead,  Sparks) ,  1 a t  Cambridge on Jan.  15 (Czaplak),  and  4 at  Point Lookout  
on Jan.  27 (J. Boxwell). Double -cres ted  Cormorants  again remained  late into the  
season, and  some birds  moved back into this  a rea  af ter  the  J a nua ry  thaw. This 
year 's  r epor t s  inc luded 1 at  Conowingo through Dec. 3 (Swift, Scarpul la) ,  an 
immatu re  in DC on Dec. 30 (Czaplak) ,  15 at  Rock Point  on Jan.  22 (Jeff), 2 adu l t s  a t  
Crisfield (Ringlet)  and  4 near  Deal Is land (Biota) on Jan.  28,1 in Balt imore on Feb. 1 
(Wilkinson) and 4 in Bal t imore ha rbo r  on Feb. 25 (Walbeck +), 22 in Charles County  
on Feb. 8 (Ghebelian) ,  1 a t  Tolchester  on Feb. 7 (Garvin, Powell), and  12 a t  Point  
Lookout on Feb. 17 (Jet t ) .  

Herons. Most heron species were frozen out  for the  winter.  Amer i can  Bit terns  
were a lmost  un repo r t ed  af ter  the  CBCs with the  most  remarkable  except ion being 
1 at  Dorsey Hall in Howard  County  on Feb. 18-19 (Bonnie Ott, Dawn Parker  +). 
Typical wintering flocks of G r e a t  Blue Herons  included 100 at  Conowingo on Dec. 
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I0-16 (Eastman) and 19 in DC on Jan. 20 (Czaplak); possible spring migrants were 
a flock of 5 flying north at St. Michaels on Feb. 9 (Reese) and 25 near the 
Federalsburg colony on Feb. 13 (Inez Glime). A remarkably hardy Trleolored 
Heron was found at Deal Island WMA on Jan. 27 (Vaughn +) and Feb. 3 (Davidson, 
Wierenga). Wintering Black-crowned Night-Herons numbered  17 at Conowingo on 
Dec. 2 (Ringler) and  12 there on Jan. 13 (Swift), 7 at Masonville on Jan. 20 
(Walbeck), 2 adults  at West Ocean City on Jan. 27 (Ringler), and  63 in the roost at  
Deal Island WMA on Feb. 3 (Davidson, Wierenga). 

Exotic War,fowL In this group we have a Black Swan at  Deal Island WMA on Jan. 
28 (Blom), the Fa lea ted  Teal  tha t  r e tu rned  to Piney Run on Jan. 5-21 (Hackman),  
and  4 Red-crested Pochards  tha t  remained on Deep Creek Lake through Dec. 14 
when the lake froze (Skipper). 

Swans. The last fall migrant  Tundra Swans  reported were 2 flying southeast  at  
Spring Gap on Dec. 24 (Kiddy). The J anua ry  thaw brought  some movement  of 
swans with reports  of 78 at  Rising Sun on the 28th (Fogleman),  108 off Bushwood 
Wharf on the 29th (B. Boxwell), and  21 along New Design Road on the 29th 
(Hershberger).  The 750 near  Rock Point  on Feb. 10 (Jet t )  may have been prepar ing 
for migration, and  the 400 flying nor th  up the Bay on Feb. 21 and  500 flying nor th  
over Chestertown the next  day (Grubers)  were on their  way. Mute S w a n s  are 
showing definite signs of spreading, part icularly on the Western Shore. Interest ing 
reports  were of 4 at  Denton on Dec. 16 (Nuttle),  1 adul t  in DC on Dec. 30-31 
(Czaplak), 17 in eastern Baltimore County on Jan. 7 (Webb), 2 at Dowell in Calvert 
County on Jan. 11 (Walbeck), 2 at  North Beach on Jan. 13 (Stasz, Ringler), 14 in 
Chincoteague Bay on Jan. 27 (Biota), 2 at  Deal Island WMA on Jan. 28 (Biota), 5 at 
St. George Island on Feb. 19 (P. O'Brien), 2 on Goose Creek at  PNAS on Feb. 25-28 
(Reinhold), and  2 at Rodo Beach all season (J.  Boxwell). This species' new 
stronghold remains  Hooper Island, where Armistead and  Sparks est imated 260 on 
Jan. 28. 

Geese. Grea te rWhi te - f ron ted  Geese  were widely reported with 1 at  Gaithersburg 
through Jan. 21 (Scott Cohen, Czaplak), 1 near  Madonna from Dec. 21 through Feb. 
18 (Kirkwood),  1 at Blackwater on Dec. 23-Jan. 12 ( Czaplak +) and  6 there on Jan. 9 
(Bey Leeuwenburg),  5 on Chancellor Point  Road in Talbot County on Jan. 10 (Jeff 
Chynoweth), and  I in Kent Countyon  Feb. 10 (Grubers).  In land Snow Geese  were a 
blue at Ful ton from Dec. 3 through the winter  (Magnusson +), 1 at  Frederick on Dec. 
10 (Miller), 1 adul t  at Madonna on Jan. 10 (Kirkwood), and  an impressive 750, 
including 2 blues, at  Rising Sun on Feb. 17 and  later  (Fogleman).  Large flocks of 
Snows were 7000, including 4 blues, at  Greensboro on Jan. 2 (Fletchers),  22,000, 
including 150 blues at Hope on Jan. 10 (Grubers),  Blackwater highs of 1100 white 
Snows on Jan.  28 and  750 blues on Feb. 25 (Armistead +), and  25,000 at  Ruthsburg 
on Feb. 20 (Grubers).  Also notable were 6 Snows at  PNAS on Dec. 28 (Reinhold), 5 at 
Dameron on Jan. 13 (J. Boxwell), and  a blue at Merkle on Feb. 11 (Webb +). The 
Ross '  Goose that  was found at Blackwater during the fall remained through Feb. 19 
(many  observers). Bran t  along the Chesapeake Bay shore were 3 at Sandy Point  on 
Dec. 2 (Anderson) ,  5 at Point  Lookout on Dec. 26 (J. Boxwell), 1 at  Blackwater on 
Jan. 18-28 (Dave Carr +), and  4 at  Hooper Island on Jan.  28 (Armistead,  Sparks). 
Wintering concent ra t ions  of C a n a d a  Geese  included 2000 at Jug Bay on Dec. 28 
(Swarth),  750 at  Piney Run on Jan.  15 (Ringler), 1800 at  Loch Raven on Jan.  17 
(Simon), 341 at  PWRC on Jan. 18 (Obrecht)  and 1700 off Bushwood Wharf on Feb. 6 
(B. Boxwell). Early migrants  included 100 at  Rocky Gap on Feb, 15 (Twigg) and  
2000 flying nor th  over Chestertown on Feb. 22 (Grubers). 
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Puddle Ducks. The early thaw induced Wood Ducks to re turn  to the state earlier 
than  usual. Some of the February  sightings of Woodies were 2 at  Jug Bay on the 3rd 
(Swarth),  2 at  Greenbury Point on the 3rd (Ilfff +), 2 at  Loch Raven on the 9th 
(Simon), 4 at PWRC on the 9th (Obrecht), 1 at Pinto Marsh on the 9th (Simons), and 
20 at  Jug Bay on the 16th (Mumford, Beaton). Similarly, Green-winged Teal  
appeared in February  with 2 at PWRC on the 9th (Obrecht), 2 on Deep Creek Lake 
on the 10th (Pope), and  100 at Jug Bay on the 16th (Mumford, Beaton). High counts  
of Amer i can  Black Ducks for the season were 200 at Susquehanna  SP on Jan. 14 
(Eastman) ,  350 at Piney Run on Jan. 5-15 (Hackman, Ringler), 300 at  Jug Bay on 
Feb. 6-16 (Mumford +), and  123 at  Hodges Bar on Feb. 19 (Grubers).  Highs for 
Mal lards  were 325 at Deep Creek Lake on Dec. 14 before the lake froze (Skipper), 
800 in a marsh  along the Wicomico River near  Pember ton  Park in Salisbury on Jan. 
10 (Lawler), 700 at Loch Raven on Jan. 10 (Jenkins),  and  600 at Piney Run on Jan. 
15 (Ringler). Numbers of Nor thern  P in tu i l  increased from 45 at  Blackwater on Jan. 
28 to 780 there  on Feb. 25 (Armistead +) and  at  Remington Farms  from 7 on Feb. 3 
to 123 on Feb. 17 (Grubers)  while 2 reached Herrington Manor on Feb. 8 (Pope) and 
44 were in DC on Feb. 10 (Czaplak). Unseasonal  Blue-winged Teal  were 4 at PNAS 
on Jan. 3 and  2 there on Feb. 7 (Reinhold), 4 at Deal Island WMA on Jan; 20 
(Batchelder, Pitney), and  I drake at  West Ocean City on Feb. 18 (Mumford +). Highs 
for Gadwall  were 44 in DC on Dec. 30 (Czaplak) and  80 at Piscataway on Feb. 18 
(Ghebelian, Fulton).  Amer i can  Wigeon numbered  138 at Loch Raven on Dec. 10 
(Simon), 800 at  Deal Island WMA on Jan. 28 (Blom), and  38 at Rodo Beach on Feb. 
24 (J. BoxweU). 

Aythya Ducks. High counts  of Canvasbacks  were 3000 on Back River and  500 at 
Fort  Howard on Jan  .20 (Ringlet), 800 at West Ocean City on Jan. 27 (Ringler), 1500 
in the Bozman-Neavi t t  a rea  on Jan. 27 (Reese), 750 at Hooper Island on Jan. 28 
(Armsitead, Sparks), 300 at  Tolchester on Feb. 2 (Powell), 854 offBushwood Wharf 
on Feb. 18 (B. Boxwell), and  420 at  Cambridge on Feb. 19 (Czaplak); 1 had reached 
Broadford Reservoir on Jan. 30 (Pope) and  14 were at  Lake Ell(horn on Feb. 24 
(Mariano). Once again Redheads  were scarce with 1 at Cambridge on Dec. 25 
(Czaplak), 2 females at Arundel-on-the-Bay on Dec. 31 (Ringler), I female at  Sandy 
Point on Jan. 1 (Davidson, Wierenga), 4 at  West Ocean City on Jan. 2 (Slaughters), 
an impressive 23 at Loch Raven on Jan. 27 (Simon), 2 at Deal Island on Jan. 28 
(Blom), 3 at Greenbury Point  on Feb. 3 (Mumford), 1 female banded  at PNAS on 
Feb. 6-10 (Rambo, Reinhold), and  1 at Black Hill Reservoir on Feb. 24 (P. O'Brien). 
On Dec. 13, before the freeze, there were 92 Ring-necked Ducks at Loch Raven 
(Simon) and  120 at Salisbury (Lawler). After the thaw high counts  of Ring-necks 
were 200 at Black Hill Reservoir on Jan. 21 (P. O'Brien), 328 at PWRC on Feb. 16 
(Obrecht), and  200 at  Denton on Feb. 28 (Hewitt). Rare but  regular on the Potomac 
in small numbers ,  Greater Scaup totaled 6 in DC on Dec. 2 and  Dec. 30 (Czaplak) 
and  7 at Sycamore Landing on Jan. 18 (Bonham).  At this species' usual  
concenta t ion  points in the nor thern  par t  of the Bay there were 1000 Greaters at 
Swan Point  on Dec. 6 with 2500 Lesser Scaup and  5000 at  Hodges Bar on Feb. 19 
with 15,000 Lessers (Grubers). 

Eiders, Harlequin Ducks, Oldsquaws. A Common Eider was first reported at Ocean 
City on Dec. 27 (M. O'Brien) and was seen in termi t ten t ly  through Feb. 25. Two King 
Eiders  were at Ocean Cityon Dec. 27 (Ringler), 6 on Jan. 1 (Reese), and I remained 
through Feb. 18. It was an unusua l  season for Ha r l equ i n  Ducks  with 3 in the Bay 
region: a female, at North Beach on Dec. 10-17 (Stasz +), followed by a male at PNAS 
from Dec. 25 through Feb. 14 (Rambo, Reinhold), and  a female at  Conowingo from 
Dec. 29 through Jan. 3 (Webb +); the lat ter  bird also was seen downriver at Lapidum 
on Jan. 1 (Eastman,  Fogleman). At Ocean City there were 6 Harlequins on Feb. 18 
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(P. O'Brien) and  1 remained on Feb. 22 (Bonham).  In land  reports  of Oldsquaws 
this winter  were 9 on Deep Creek Lake on Dec. 9 (Pope), 2 at  Conowingo from Dec. 
28 through Jan. 2 (Kirkwood +), 19 in DC on Jan.  6 (Czaplak), 3 on Lake 
Ki t tamaqundi  on Jan. 28 (Chestem) and  up to 2 at  Rocky Gap, Feb. 5-17 (Simons +). 
Local high counts  of Oldsquaws a round  the Bay were 1500 at Swan Point  on Dec. 6 
and  2500 from Swan Point  to Love Point  on Feb. 1 (Grubers)  and  343 at  PNAS on 
Feb. 21 (Reinhold). 

Scorers, Goldeneyes, B~ffleheadso The only Black Seoters reported were 2 in DC, 
where rare, with 1 Su r f  Scorer  on Dec. 5 (Czaplak), 300 at  PNAS on Jan. 3 
(Reinhold), and  250 at Hooper Island on Jan. 28 (Armistead, Sparks). Highs for Surf 
Scoters were 120 at PNAS on Jan. 17 (Reinhold), 75 near  Bellevue on Jan. 27 and  
450 at Hooper Island on Jan. 28 (Armistead,  Sparks), and  2700 off Deal Is land on 
Jan. 28 (Biota). White-winged Seoters  numbered  37 at  PNAS on Jan. 3 (Reinhold) 
and  35 at  Hooper Island on Jan. 28 (Armistead, Sparks). Highs for Common 
Goldeneyes before the freeze and  after the thaw were 2000 at  Hodges Bar on both 
Dec. 5 and  Jan.  30 (Grubers)  and  4000 est imated there on Feb. 7 by Garvin and  
Powell. There were 200 goldeneyes at  Susquehanna  SP on Jan. 14 (Eas tman)  as 
birds occupied open water  on the rivers, and  5 tha t  made it to Oakland on Jan. 30 
(Pope). Bttl~leheads also re turned  early, with 1000 at Hodges Bar on Jan. 30 
(Grubers) being the highest concentrat ion.  

Mergansers. High counts  of Hooded Merganse r s  were 44 at Loch Raven on Dec. 13 
(Simon), 68 at Oxon Hill on Dec. 16 (Bjerke), 16 at  PNAS on Jan. 3 (Reinhold), 30 at  
Deal Island WMA on Feb. 3 (Davidson, Wierenga), and  32 at  PWRC on Feb. 9 
(Obrecht).  Conowingo is still the fall concent ra t ion  point  for Common Mergansers 
as 5000 were est imated to be there on Dec. 10-16 (Eastman) .  Eastern Shore 
sightings of Common Mergansers included I at  Royal Oak on Dec. 17 (Steve Ford), 5 
in Ayers Creek near  Berlin on Dec. 29 (Ringler), 50 in Fairlee Creek on Jan.  21 
(Garvin),  and  50 in Worton Creek on Feb. 7 (Garvin, Powell). Other high counts  of 
Common Mergs were 88 in DC on Dec. 30 (Czaplak), 130 at  Jug Bay on Jan. 18 
(Swarth, Audet),  and  205 at  Loch Raven on Feb. 2 (Simon). Red-breasted 
Mergansers moved much earlier t h a n  usual  with a high of 275 near  Bellevue on 
Jan. 27 (Armistead,  Sparks) and  an in land high of 29 on Lake Elkhorn on Feb. 28 
(Mariano). 

Vultures, Ospreys, BatdEagles. Very rare during this season in Western Maryland was 
a Black Vul ture  at Spring Gap on Dec. 16 (Kiddy); the high count  for the season was 
at the Alpha Ridge Landfill-110 on Feb. 16 (Atkinson).  Turkey  Vul tures  also 
appeared  in the west this winter  with single birds in Allegany County at  North 
Branch on Feb. 6 (Twigg) and  Pinto Marsh on Feb. 18 (Simons); 10 were counted on 
the Garret t  County midwinter  count  on Feb. 10. The high count  of TurkeyVultures 
for the season was 170 at Tanyard  on Dec. 10 (Engle). Sightings of single Ospreys 
followed the early thaw at Conowingo on Jan. 27 (Bill Pfingsten), Point Lookout on 
Feb. 7 (Craig), on the Wicomico River in Wicomico County on Feb. 16 (Brodericks), 
and at Denton on Feb. 24 (Short). The annua l  Bald Eagle survey by the Depar tment  
of Natural  Resources counted 81 birds at Blackwater on Jan. 12 and 178 birds at  
Aberdeen Proving Ground on Jan. 14 (Therres). Western Maryland sightings of Bald 
Eagles were 1 at Rocky Gap on Jan. 22 (Twigg), 2 adul ts  at Deep Creek Lake on Feb. 
2 and  1 on Feb. 28 (fide Pope), 5 at  Triadelphia on Feb. 18 (Gerald Elgert), and  1 at 
Green Ridge on Feb. 19 (Kiddy, Simons). 

Buteos, Golden Eagles. Sightings of Rough-legged Hawks included a light phase bird 
at St. Michaels on Dec. 1 (Reese), 1 at  Conowingo on Dec. 16 (Eastman) ,  a dark 
phase bird at Trout  Run on Dec. 17 (Pope), a light phase at  Spring Gap and  a dark 
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phase at North Branch on Jan. 1 (Kiddy), a light phase near  Deep Creek Lake on 
Jan. 6 (Pope), a light phase at S tump Point Marsh, Wicomico County on Jan. 26 
(Ringler, Blom), 1 at  Great  Monie Creek, Mt. Vernon on Jan. 26 (Batchelder), 18 at  
Deal Island WMA on Jan. 28 (Blom), and  3 light phase in Garre t t  County for the 
midwinter  count,  including 1 at Hammel Glade through March 4 (Skipper). Reports 
of Golden  Eagles  were an immature  at  Blackwater from Dec. 2 (Slaughters) 
through the winter  with 2 near  adul ts  seen in Jan. 6 (Wierenga, Davidson), a 
subadul t  at Point Lookout on Feb. 17 (Jett),  and  an adul t  near  Bellevue on Feb. 24 
(Armistead +). 

Falcons. Pope observed a pair  of American Kestrels copulat ing in Garret t  County 
on the early date of Feb. 23. There were few subs tant ia ted  reports  of MerHns this 
winter  with an adul t  male in DC from Dec. 2 through Jan. 6 (Czaplak +), 1 on 
Assateague on Jan. 20 (Iliff), and 1 at Point Lookout on Feb. 17 (Jett). Peregrine 
Falcon reports  included an immature  at Conowingo on Dec. 2 (Eastman),  1 nor th  
of Knapps Narrows (Reese) and 1 near  St. Michaels (McCulloughs) on Dec. 17 
which could have been the same bird, 1 south of Snow Hill on Jan. 13 (Vaughn +), 
and  1 at Deal Island WMA on Jan. 28 (Blom). 

Gallinaceous Birds, Rails, Coots, Cranes. The Chukar  tha t  Fogleman saw at Rising Sun 
on Feb. 27 was certainly an escaped bird. Ring-necked Pheasants found on the 
Coastal Plain were a pair  at Mason Landing on Dec. 28 (M. O'Brien) and  a hen at 
PWRC on Jan. 6 (Don Clark). Wild Turkeys  are cont inuing their  gains of recent 
years as in t roduct ions  become established in various par ts  of the state. This 
winter 's interesting sightings were 24 a t  Rocky Gap on Dec. 12 (Twigg), 14 at 
Susquehanna  SP on Dec. 17 (Eastman) ,  a flock of about  30 near  Sharpsburg on Dec. 
23 (Ringler), 50 at  Pinto Marsh on Jan. 14 (Simons), 1 at Elk Neck SP on Jan. 21 
(Fogleman),  8 at Federaisburg on Feb. 13 (C. Schmick), 2 west of Vienna on Feb. 22 
(Bonham),  and  17 near  Turkey Neck, Garret t  County with a gobbler displaying on 
Feb. 23 (Pope). A King Rail  was seen at Irish Grove on Jan. 28 (Stasz). The high 
counts  of Amer ican  Coots at Loch Raven were 400 on Dec. 2 before the freeze and  
285 on Feb. 24 after the thaw (Simon). The SandhI l l  Crane  at  Poolesviile remained 
through another  winter  (many  observers). Danny Bystrak heard a Sandhill Crane 
flying near  Jug Bay on Jan. 20 and  this was perhaps  the bird seen not  far away at 
Merkle from Jan. 27 through Feb. 11 (Carol Beyne +). 

Shorebirds. An Amer ican  Oysterca tcher  photographed at Tanner  Creek on Dec. 
28 (J. Boxwell, Craig) was the first for St. Mary's County. Also rare in winter  in the 
Bay was an oystercatcher at Hooper Island on Jan. 28 (Armistead, Sparks). 
Oystercatchers, which began wintering in Maryland about  15 years ago, numbered  
55 at Ocan City on Jan.  27 (Ringler). Winter reports  of Grea t e r  Yellowlega were 
more numerous  than  usual  with 2 at Tanyard on Dec. 12-13 (Engle), 1 in South 
Baltimore on Dec. 19 (Walbeck), 12 in Somerset County on the midwinter  count,  8 
at Deal Island WMA on Feb. 3 (Davidson, Wierenga), 1 at Blackwater on Feb. 19 
(Iliff) and 38 there on Feb. 25 (Armistead +), and 3 at  Fort McHenry on Feb. 25 
(Walbeck). There were fewer Lesser  Yellowlegs, with I near  St. Michaeis on Dec. 17 
(McCulloughs) and, on Jan. 28, 4 at  Crisfield (Ringler) and  1 at  Deal Island WMA 
(Blom). Rare in winter, 2 Willets  were recorded on the Ocean City CBC on Dec. 28. 
An exceptionally late Spot ted  S a n d p i p e r  was at Loch Raven on Dec. 2 (Simon +). 
There were 2 Red Knots at Ocean City on Dec. 27 with at least 1 remaining through 
Feb. 25 (Ringler +), and  another  2 were seen on Assateague on Dec. 29 (M. O'Brien). 
SanderHngs at Chesapeake Bay locations were 5 at PNAS on Dec. 29-30 (Rambo), 
22 at Point Lookout on Jan. 21 (J. Boxwell), 8 at Cambridge on Feb. 19 (Czaplak), 
and 5 at  Hooper Island on Feb. 25 (Armistead +). The Ocean City CBC also recorded 
7 Western Sandpipers on Dec. 28. Rare but  almost annua l  in the Baywere 3 Purple 
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Sandpipers at  Point  Lookout on Dec. 30 (J. Boxwell, Craig). The winter-high for 
Dun l in s  was 300 at  Hooper Island on Jan. 28 (Armistead, Sparks); the only other  
non-coastal  report  was of 9 at Deal Island WMA on Feb. 3 (Davidson, Wierenga). A 
Common Snipe  was seen near  Lilypons on Jan. 13 (Wilkinson +). Amer ican  
Woodcocks  in Western Maryland, where very rare in winter, were single birds at 
North Branch on Jan. 28 (Simons) and  near  Gorman on Feb. 10 (Danny  Bystrak). 
Other reports  included 7 at St. Michaels on Dec. 26 (Reese), 1 at PNAS and 1 in 
Hollywood on Feb. 12 (Rambo), and  8 at Piney Neck, Kent County on Feb. 16 
(Grubers). 

Dark.headed, Ring-billed and Herring Gulls. The 6 Laughing Gul ls  at PWRC on Dec. 8 
(Obrecht) were late inland. Also unusua l  were 9 Bonapar t e ' s  GnlIR at  Susque- 
h a n n a  SP on Jan. 12 (Eas tman) .  High counts  of Ring-bi l led Gul ls  for the season 
were 3000 at Conowingo on Dec. 10 (Eas tman) ,  1300 at  Piney Run on Jan. 15 
(Ringler), 6700 in DC on Jan. 20 (Czaplak), 1200 at Petersburg, Carroll County on 
Jan. 21 (Ringler), 5000 near  Cambridge on Jan. 26 (Biota, Ringler), 2500 near  
Easton on Jan. 26 plus 1500 in the Bozman-Neavit t  area on Jan. 27 and  1500 at St. 
Michaels on Feb, 1 (Reese), 2500 at Still Pond, Kent County on Feb. 2 (Grubers),  
2000 at the Eastern  Landf'fll on Feb. 8 (Scarpulla),  2000 near  Rock Point on Feb. 10 
(Jett),  and  15,000 in fields from Chester town to Rock Hall on Feb. 23 (Grubers).  
Rare in Western Maryland were single Herr ing  Gul ls  on Deep Creek Lake on Dec. 10 
(Pope) and  at Rocky Gap on Feb. 16 (Twigg). Local high counts  of Herring Gulls 
were 1740 in DC on Dec. 30 (Czaplak), 500 at Piney Run on Jan. 15 (Ringlet), and  
800 near  Ruthsburg on Jan. 24 (Grubers).  The most exciting gull find of the winter  
was a Herring Gull of a yellow-legged type at Georgetown Reservoir, Feb. 4-6 
(Czaplak +). 

White-winged Gu/ls. A first-winter Thayer ' s  Gull  was observed at Alpha Ridge 
Landfill on Feb. 24 (Biota +). Sightings of Ice land  Gul l s  were a first-winter bird at  
the Beulah Landfill between Preston and  Hurlock on Dec. 27 (Ringlet), 1 at Berlin 
on Dec. 28 (Blom), 3 of various ages in DC on different dates from Dec. 30 through 
Feb. 11 (Czaplak +), a first-winter bird at Sandy Point on Jan. 1 (Davidson, 
Wierenga), an immature  at Salisbury on Feb. 2 (Standaer t ) ,  and  an immature  at 
Alpha Ridge on Feb. 19 (Magnusson +). Reports of Glaucous  Gul ls  were single birds 
at Showell on Dec. 28-29 (Mumford +), 1 on Druid Lake, Baltimore on Jan. 15 (Peggy 
Bohanan +), Blackwater on Jan. 18 (Dave Carr), Eastern Landfill on Jan. 27 and 
Feb. 8 (Scarpulla),  Choptank on Feb. 8 and  15 (Steve Ford), Brighton Dam on Feb. 
11 and  18 (Magnusson +), and Alpha Ridge on Feb. 24 (Biota +). All were first-winter 
birds. 

Black-barked Gulls, Terns. Lesser  Black-backed Gul ls  were widespread again with 1 
at Sandy Point  on Dec. 2 (Anderson),  at  least 2 adults  at  Triadelphia from Dec. 2 
through Feb. 18 (Magnusson +), 1 at  Rugby Hall on Dec. 7 (Taliaferro), an adult  at  
Conowingo on Dec. 10 (Scarpulla  +), 1 at  Berlin on Dec. 28 (Biota), 2 adul ts  and  2 
first-winter birds in DC on Jan. 20 (Czaplak), an adul t  at  the Eastern Landfill on 
Jan. 27 (Scarpulla),  a near -adul t  at Salisbury on Feb. 2 (Standaert l  Slaughters),  a 
near-adul t  at  Liberty Reservoir, Carroll County on Feb. 5 (Ringler), 1 at  UMCF on 
Feb. 10 (Atkinson),  an adul t  at Georgetown Reservoir on Feb. 11 (Iliff), 1 at Jug Bay 
on Feb. 15 (Droege, Audet),  and  2 adul ts  at Alpha Ridge on Feb. 19 (Magnusson +) 
and  Feb. 24 (Blom +). The only Fors te r ' s  Te rns  seen this winter  were 1 off 
Assateague on Dec. 28 (Iliff, Taliaferro) and  I at Ocean City on Jan. 27 (M. O'Brien). 

Owls, Woodpeckers. The only Barn  Owl reports  were of I found dead at  Deal Island 
WMA on Feb. 3 (Davidson, Wierenga) and  I at Federalsburg on Feb. 14 and  20 (R. 
Robinson). Reports of Short -eared Owls v~ere of 5 at Greensboro on Dec. 17 
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(Fletchers), 1 at Jug Bay on Dec. 25 (Swarth),  1 at  Assateague on Dec. 29 (M. 
O'Brien) and  Jan. 19 (Iliff), and 3 at  Deal Island WMA on Jan. 28 (Biota). Nor thern  
Saw-whet Owls were 1 found dead near  Brooklandville, Baltimore County on Jan. 
11 (Barbara  Ross), 1 heard near  Queen Anne, Queen Anne's  County on Jan.  11 
(Wilbur Rit tenhouse)  and  I through the end  of the season at Hughes Hollow ( ma ny  
observers). A Red-headed Woodpecker  seen south of Oakland in Garret t  County 
on Dec. 17 remained through the winter  (Pope +). There were very few sightings of 
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers  after the CBCs. The report  of a Red-cockaded Wood- 
peeke r  near  Brandywine on Dec. 22 (Millie Kriemelmeyer) is being reviewed by the 
Records Committee. 

Hycatchers, Larks. E a s t e r n  Phoebes  did well this winter  with the following J a n u a r y  
reports: I on the C&O Canal opposite Shepherdstown on the 20th (Hershberger), 1 
at North Branch on the 20th to the 30th (Kiddy +), 1 at SalisbmT on the 25th 
(Lawler), 2 at  Spring Gap on the 28th (Kiddy), and 3 on Langmaid Road on the 28th 
(M. O~rien). February phoebes included I at Annapolis on the 1st (Iliff), 1 at Corrigan- 
ville on the 4th (Ringler +), 1 at Centennial  Park on the 11th (Bonnie Ott), 1 at 
Bayard, Anne  Arundel  County  on Feb. 14 (Walbeck), 1 at  Greensboro on Feb. 21-24 
(Scudder),  and  2 at Jug Bay on Feb. 23 (Mumford, Beaton). Some of the later birds 
may have been early spring migrants  ra ther  than  t rue  winter ing birds. Highs for 
Horned Larks  were 300 at New Design Road on Dec. 2 (Scarpulla),  92 at Havey's 
Peninsula, Deep Creek Lake on Dec. 18 (Skipper), and  100 at Bradenbaugh through 
the winter  (Kirkwood). 

Crows, Chickadees. The big roost of Amer ican  Crows at  Hagerstown was est imated 
at 70,000 on Dec. 23 (Ringler). Blom est imated 22,000 F ish  Crows flying over Deal 
Island WMA heading for a nearby  roost on Jan.  28. No Black-capped Chickadees  
were reported out of range. 

Nuthatches, Wrens. The best report  for Red-breas ted  Nutha tches  was of 40 at  
Claiborne on Dec. 17 (Effinger). Caro l ina  Wrens  survived the worst of the winter  in 
good shape with the 11 found on the Garret t  County midwinter  count  on Feb. 10 
being evidence of this species' s trong comeback in the mounta ins  also. There were 4 
House Wrens  found on the Somerset County midwinter  count  on Jan. 28. The only 
Sedge Wrens  reported were 2 at Irish Grove on Jan. 28 (Stasz). The only Marsh 
Wrens  after the CBCs were 1 on Langmaid Road on Jan. 28 (M. O'Brien) and I at Jug 
Bay on Feb. 15 (Droege, Audet). 

Thrushes, Mimids. There were few notable counts  of Ea s t e r n  Bluebi rds  with the 
highest being 27 at Great Monie Creek, Mt. Vernon on Jan. 26 (Batchelder) and  30 at  
Denton on Jan. 29 (L. T. Short). Amer i can  Robins  were plentiful this season and  
some of the biggest flocks were 200 at  Sandy Pines, Wicomico County on Jan. 19 
(Grubers),  300 near  Bush, Harford Coun tyon  Jan. 27 (Kirkwood), 75 at Elk Neck SP 
on Jan. 27 (Fogleman), and  200 at Flintstone on Feb. 3 (Ringler, Karen Skuldt). Rare 
for Garre t t  County in winter  was a robin at  Mountain Lake Park on Jan. 23 (Pope). 
Lingering Gray Catb i rds  in the Piedmont  were 1 at  Piney Run on Jan. 14 (Mark 
Lipnick), 1 in nor theas te rn  Baltimore County on Jan. 20 (Swift), and 1 at Elk Neck 
SP on Jan. 27 (Fogleman). Rare in the highlands of Garret t  County was a Northern 
Mockingbird at Oakland on Feb. 10 (Sheila Hughes). Wintering Brown Thrashe r s  in 
the Piedmont  were I at  Granite on Jan. 27 (Wilkinson) and  I at  Wilde Lake on Jan. 
31 (Helen Zeichner). 

Waxwings, Shrikes. Cedar  Waxwings  were scarce in most areas with the high 
counts  for the season being 150 at Schooley Mill Park on Jan. 6 (Magnusson, Solem), 
100 at Port Deposit on Jan. 13 (Swift), and  200 at Annapolis  on Jan. 28 (Iliff). The 
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only Loggerhead Shrikes this  season were the  res ident  bird a t  Lilypons th rough  
the season ( m a n y  observers)  and  1 near  Sharpsburg  on Feb. 3 (Hershberger) .  

Warblers, Cardinatine Pinches. Single Orange-crowned Warblers  were found on 
Assa teague  on Dec. 28 (Iliff, Tal iaferro)  and  in Somerset  County on Jan.  28 (Bob 
Dixon). A Yel low-rumped W a r b l e r  in Gar re t t  County  on Feb. 19 (J. R. Fa r r a r )  was 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  there.  Wintering P ine  W a r b l e r s  included I a t  F ru i t l and  from Dec. 20 
th rough  the  per iod  (Slaughters) ,  1 a t  Parsonsburg  on Jan.  13 (Pitney),  and  4 in the  
Bozman-Neavi t t  a r ea  on Jan.  27 (Reese). Pine Warblers  j u m p e d  into spring 
excep t iona l ly  ear ly  this year  as  1 was singing at  Loch Raven on Feb. 19 (Jenkins,  
Simon), 1 was on Green Ridge on the  same da te  (Simons),  and  a male was at  
Waldorf  on Feb. 24 (Jet t) .  Wintering Pa lm  W a r b l e r s  were seen on Jan.  28 with 1 at  
Langmaid Road (M. O'Brien) and  a western pa lm in Somerset  County near  
Pocomoke City (Ringler). Common Yel lowthroa t s  were r epor ted  less than  usual  
with a la te  migran t  a t  Schooley Mill Park  on Dec. 2 (Magnusson,  Farrel l ,  Solem), a 
female on Assa teague  on Dec. 28 (Ringler),  and  1 in Bal t imore County  on Jan.  6 
(Webb). Quite r emarkab le  was the  R o s e - b r e a s t e d  G r o s b e a k  tha t  a p p e a r e d  a t  a 
feeder  in Denton on Dec. 12 (Nutt le) .  The only Dickc i s se l  was seen in Gai thersburg  
from Dec. 12 through at  least  Feb. 24 (Kelsey Swanson +). 

Sparrows. After  years  of decline, A m e r i c a n  Tree  S p a r r o w s  made  a subs tan t ia l  
recovery this year.  Significant Coasta l  Plain sightings included 1 at  Dameron,  Dec. 
10-31 (J. Boxwell), 10 at  North Beach on Jan.  13 (Stasz, Ringlet), and  1 a t  Deal 
Is land WMA on Feb. 3 (Davidson, Wierenga).  High counts  of Tree Sparrows were in 
Bal t imore  with 50 at  Masonville on Dec. 17 (Walbeck +) and  40 in Black Marsh on 
Jan.  20 (Ringler). Ch ipp ing  S p a r r o w s  were also well r ep resen ted  this season with 2 
at  PWRC on Dec. 4 (Marshal l  Howe), 1 in DC on Dec. 16 and  Jan.  7 (Czaplak) ,  6 a t  
Mason Landing on Dec. 29 (Blom, Ringler), an adu l t  a t  a feeder  in Annapol is  on Dec. 
31 (Ringlet) ,  1 a t  a feeder  in Phoenix on Jan.  10 (Jenkins) ,  3 a t  Quaker  Neck on Jan.  
22 (Parks) ,  12 in Worces ter  County  on Jan.  28 (P. O'Brien), 7 in Somerset  County on 
Jan.  28 (Ricciardi) ,  12 at  Denton on Feb. 10 (Westre) ,  and  2 at  Parsonsburg  on Feb. 
26 (Pitney).  A high count  of F i e l d  S p a r r o w s  was 75 a t  Annapol is  on Dec. 11 (Iliff), 
and  a singing bird was hea rd  a t  Nor th  Branch on Feb. 23 (Simons)  for the  first  sign 
of  spr ing migrat ion.  Wintering Y e s p e r  S p a r r o w s  inc luded 2 at  Queen Anne on Dec. 
22 (Grubers) ,  1 in Worces ter  County  on Jan.  28 (P. O'Brien), 1 a t  Loch Raven on Feb. 
4 ( Joy  Wheeler)  and  3 in Wicomico County  on Feb. 11 (Vaughn). The high for 
S a v a n n a h  S p a r r o w s  was 20 a t  West Ocean City on Jan.  27 (Ringler),  and  an odd i ty  
was an albino at  Langmaid Road on Jan. 28 (M. O'Brien). The only post-CBC 
S h a r p - t a i l e d  S p a r r o w s  were 1 in Ocean City on Jan.  27 (Ringlet)  and  5 in Somerse t  
County  on the midwinter  count.  The first  migrant  F o x  S p a r r o w s  of the  spr ing were 
1 a t  Ind ian  Head on Feb. 13 (Ghebel ian)  and  3 a t  Jug Bay on Feb. 16 (Mumford,  
Beaton).  Rare in winter  was a L inco ln ' s  S p a r r o w  at  Mason Landing on Dec. 28 (M. 
O'Brien). There  were 12 Whi t e - c rowned  S p a r r o w s  at  Rising Sun on Jan.  27 
(Fogleman)  for the  season's  high. Three  "Oregon" type  Dark-eyed Juncos were 
repor ted:  1 banded  at  Salisbury, Dec. 8-24 (Vaughn +), a pink-sided form at  
Tolchester  Esta tes  on Dec. 17 (J. Gruber) ,  and  1 a t  a feeder  in Bel Air, AUegany 
County on Dec. 26 (Simons).  

Longspurs, Snow Buntings. Lap land  Longspurs  numbered  a superb  30 a t  New 
Design Road on Dec. 2 (Scarpul la) ,  4 a t  Bradenbaugh  on Dec. 17-29 (Kirkwood),  3 
at  Harvey's Peninsula,  Deep Creek Lake on Dec. 18-21 (Skipper  +),2 near  Ridgely on 
Dec. 27 (Ringlet) ,  1 near  Rehobeth, Somerse t  County  on Dec. 27 (Vaughn, Pitney, 
Simone Jenion) ,  and  1 on Assa teague  on Dec. 28 (Wierenga).  Snow Bunt ings  
a p p e a r e d  at  a number  of p laces  in December  and  were concen t r a t ed  along roads  or  



June 1990 MARYLAND BIRDLIFE 59 

bare spots in fields by the snow cover. There were reports  of 1 at Triadelphia, 
Montgomery County on Dec. 2 (Magnusson), 4 at  Sandy Point on Dec. 3 (Taliaferro), 
4 at Rocky Gap on Dec. 6-7 (Twigg), 1 on Harvey's Peninsula, Deep Creek Lake on 
Dec. 16-21 (Pope +), 200 near  Ridgely on Dec. 16 (Ricciardi) and  50 there on Dec. 27 
(Ringler), 1 at  Bradenbaugh on Dec. 17 (Kirkwood), 300 at  Ruthsburg on Jan. 9 
(Grubers) ,  1 at Tavern Creek on Jan. 30 (Grubers),  3 at Ocean City on Feb. 10 
(Brinker +), and  1 at Piney Neck, Kent County on Feb. 21 (Grubers). 

Icterines. The only concent ra t ion  of Eas t e rn  Meadowlarks  reported was of 63 
birds at  Ruthsburg on Feb. 20 (Grubers). An adult  male Yellow=headed Blackbird 
was in Brooklyn on Dec. 17 (Wanda Schoenemann +), and  a female was at Rising 
Sun on Dec. 23 and Jan. 13 (Fogleman).  High counts  of Rusty  Blackbi rds  were 100 
at Pemberton Park, Salisbury on Feb. 2 (Lawler), 200 in Garret t  County on Feb. 10 
(Skipper), and  30 on Roosevelt Island, DC on Feb. 24 (Hilton). Armistead and  
Sparks saw a male Boat- tai led Grackle  at Hooper Island on Jan. 28 where it is rare 
in winter. Ringlet est imated about  500,000 Common Grackles  near  Whaleysville on 
Dec. 29. The only Nor the rn  Oriole of the season was photographed at a feeder in 
Upper Marlboro on Dec. 26 and Jan. 1 (Sandy & Bill Ruxton).  

Carduelint Pinches. An albino House Finch was seen at  Waldorf through the end of 
the period (Jett).  A singing male Red Crossbill  was on Green Ridge on Feb. 3 and  at 
least 2 birds were seen through the 18th (Ringer +). A male Common Redpoll  was 
seen at a feeder at Bray Hill on Feb. 17 (Skipper) for the only report  this season. 
P ine  S isk ins  were locally plentiful, part icularly in the west, though absent  in most 
other areas of the state. Highs for the season were 150 at Mountain Lake Park on 
Dec. 11 and up to 200 on other  days through the winter  (Pope), 40 at a feeder near  
Cumberland on Jan. 6 and later (Simons), 46 at another  Cumberland feeder on Jan. 
13 (Kiddy), 80-100 at Bray Hill on Jan. 26 (Skipper), and  1229 in Garret t  County for 
the midwinter  count. Coastal Plain reports  of siskins included 30 at Davidsonville in 
early to mid J anua ry  (Phil Davis), 30 at Waldorf on Jan. 21 and  Feb. 4 (Jet t)  and  10 
at Salisbury on Jan. 25 (Brodericks). Miller reported that  a Europead  Goldfinch 
with an orange leg band  was at a feeder near  Urbana  throughout  the season. 
Even ing  Grosbeaks  were also more plentiful in the west, with 40 at Bray Hill on 
Feb. 17 (Skipper) being the highest total reported. Other flocks of note were 18 at St. 
Michaels on Dec. 3 (Orem Gardner) ,  10-15 at Snydersburg on Dec. 7-8 (Sharon 
Schwemmer),  12 at Ind ian  Head on Dec. 14 (Ghebelian),  15 near  Hampstead on 
Jan. 6 (Webb), and 12 at Salisbury on Feb. 19 (Brodericks). 

6272 Pinyon Pine Court Eldersburg, MD 21784 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
MARYLAND ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

June 9, 1990 

The annua l  membership meeting of the Maryland Ornithological Societywas held 
on June  9, 1990, at Washington College in Chestertown, Maryland. A quorum was 
present  when President  John Malcolm called the session to order at 7:48 p.m. 
Minutes of the last annua l  meeting were approved as submitted. 

President  Malcolm expressed his appreciat ion to all who have contr ibuted to the 
cont inued  success of the Society. He gave part icular  recognition to the Committee 
Chairs for the time and effort they have spent  in voluntary participation. 
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Several awards  were presented ,  the  foremost  being those  for VALUED SERVICE, 
c rea ted  to  be given in apprec ia t ion  of  members  who have volunteered count less  
hours  to the  Society. The c u r r e n t  honors  were bes towed upon Mildred Gebhard ,  
Rodney Jones,  Lee Meinersmann,  Dorothy  Mumford, Chandler  Robbins and  Joy  
Wheeler. Past  recipients  of the  a w a r d  were also given recognition. 

For  his able service as conference organizer,  Steve Hitchner was given a canvas 
tote  decora t ed  with the conference pin design. 

The winner  of the  pin design contest ,  a r t i s t  Connie Bockstie of Howard  County, 
received a gift certificate. 

Outgoing sec re ta ry  Pat  Moore, who is moving to North  Carolina,  was su rpr i sed  by 
a par t ing  gift from the Montgomery County Chapter .  

Mr. Malcolm commended  the  efforts of both Silent Auct ion coord ina to r  Sally 
Rowe and  Raffle organizer  G r a h a m  Egerton. The auct ion  brought  in $777.70. The 
raffle to ta led  $717. The high b idders  and  winners  of both  were announced .  The 
funds  will go t o w a r d  meet ing the  Howard  County  match ing  g ran t  of $2500 to 
benefit  the  Atlas. The to ta ls  of the  regis t ra t ion donat ions  to the  Atlas  will be 
publ ished at  a la te r  time. 

Presid~t's Message. John Malcolm r epo r t ed  t ha t  the  cu r r en t  membersh ip  of MOS is 
2,890, up 5% from the previous year.  Al though the re  a re  more  members  and  more  
dues  coming in, the  Society is spending  more  than  it is taking in because  of At las  
expenses  and  higher costs of i tems such as postage.  

The to ta l  reg is t ra t ion  for the  conference  is 345, abou t  100 above the  expec ted  
a t t endance .  The field t r ips  have been most  affected by the  overwhelming numbers  
and  every effort has been made  to find places for everybody. 

Mr. Malcolm has  appo in ted  Sally Ann Waldschmidt  of Montgomery County  as 
Cha i rperson  of the  Conference Commit tee .  She will coord ina te  fu ture  conferences.  
Two commit tee  chai rs  are  yet  to be filled: Educa t ion  and  Gifts. 

During the year  there  have been bequests  to MOS from: 

Billy Taylor, Allegany Chap te r  
Kather ine  Slotter,  Anne Arundel  Chap te r  
John Wanuga, Talbot Chap te r  

MOS has  a su rp lus  of 10,000 5 x 8 mailing envelopes,  which are  available for 
cha p t e r  use. 

Ir ish Grove Sanc tua ry  suffered extensive damage  from a f reak to rnado .  
Snapshots  of the  a f t e rmath  are  on display in Hynson Lounge. 

Vice President, Mr. Dolesh gave a progress  r epo r t  on the  special  MOS license plate. 
One hund red  appl ica t ions  are  necessa ry  before the  DMV will grant  the  use of the  
plates.  Eighty have been received thus  far. Appl ica t ions  may  be ob ta ined  from 
chap te r  presidents .  Mr. Dolesh gave credi t  to Sally Rowe for originating the idea. 

Treasu~r. After  dis t r ibut ing a f inancial  r epor t  to the  membership,  Ms. Joyce 
emphas ized  the  p red i camen t  of the  Opera t ing  Fund,  It receives money from dues, 
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in te res t  income, and  sale of publicat ions.  F rom tha t  fund mus t  come expenses  for 
publications,  adminis t ra t ive  needs, research  grants,  and  atlas.  Because more  is 
going out  than  coming in, help is needed.  

COMMITTEES. The following synopses  will be publ ished in full in Maryland 
Birdlife's annua l  commit tee  reports:  

Audit Rodney Jones.  The financial  records,  which cont inue to be in excel lent  
shape,  accura te ly  p resen t  the  f inancial  posi t ion of the Society. 

BudgeL Norm Chamberlin.  The budget  for May 1, 1990, through April  30,1991, was 
amended  and approved  at  the  March 24, 1990, meeting of the  Board. 

Bylaws. Bill Mclntosh.  Bylaws may  be a m e n d e d  by a vote a t  a membersh ip  
meeting, provided t ha t  the  p roposed  a m e n d m e n t  had  been d is t r ibuted  in writ ing to 
the  members  not  less t han  30 days  pr ior  to the  meeting, and  provided t ha t  the  
a m e n d m e n t  had  been previously  app roved  by the  Board  of  Directors.  Two 
p roposed  a m e n d m e n t s  were  mai led with the  March /Apr i l  YdlowtAroaL The first  one 
would el iminate  the  need for two s ignatures  on checks for expenses  which resul t  
f rom normal  opera t ions .  The mot ion  for accep tance  was made  by Jim Stasz, 
seconded and approved  by  the membership.  

The second a m e n d m e n t  p roposed  a change in the  dues  s t ruc ture .  The mot ion for 
acceptance ,  made  by  Emily Joyce, was  seconded  and approved  by the membership .  

The new dues  s t ructure :  

Category Amount 

Individual  $ 10 
Household $ 15 
Sustaining $ 25 
Life $400 
Junior  $ 5 

Conservation. Richard  Dolesh. The recent  20th ann iversa ry  of Ear th  Day was not  a 
one -day  celebrat ion,  bu t  a renewal  of a c o m m i t t m e n t  to conserve  our  n a t u r a l  
resources.  MOS member s  need to cont inue  to app ly  p ressu re  to legislators in o r d e r  
to save our  environment .  On the  Federa l  level the  President 's  Commit tee  on 
Amer ica  Outdoors  needs  backing and  funding. Call, write,  speak  out  on its behalf. 

On the  s ta te  level the  cap  on Program Open Space is being lifted. The real  es ta te  
t rans fe r  t ax  will bring in millions year ly  to  preserve  Maryland 's  na tu ra l  heri tage.  
Thanks can be given to Governor  Schaefer,  DNR, General  Assembly, and  the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundat ion .  The Non-t idal  Wetlands Protect ion Act still needs our  
suppor t .  

MOS members  in Howard,  Prince George's, and  Anne Arunde l  Counties should  be 
par t i cu la r ly  concerned  over the  9,000 surp lus  acres  t ha t  For t  Meade wants  to sell. 
Write to Pres ident  Bush and  ask tha t  the  land be preserved.  

Eleanor  Robbins made  a special  p lea  for several  na tu ra l  a reas  t ha t  need our  help. 
Among them, Black Marsh, Ind i ana  Dunes, some of ou r  S ta te  Fores t  areas,  and  
Pease Air Force  base in New Hampshire  tha t  might be sold. 



62 MARYLAND BIRDLIFE Vol. 46, No. 2 

Co~'ffence. Steve Hitchner.  The final f inancial  figures a re  not  in for the  best-  
a t t ended  conference in several  years. The unexpec ted  345 people  who registered 
made  field t r ip  ass ignments  a real  problem. Mr. Hi tchner  asked for a round  of 
app lause  for Gary Nelson for his e x t r a  work and  the  phone  calls necess i ta ted  by 
the unp receden t ed  number  of people  who wan ted  to pa r t i c ipa te  in the  trips.  Mr. 
Hi tchner  also t hanked  his wife and  all the  Kent County  members  who he lped  make  
the conference a success. 

I n 1991 the  conference will be hos ted  by Montgomery County on May 24-26 a t  the  
4-H Center  in Chevy Chase. John Bjerke e x t e n d e d  a welcome on behal f  of the  
county. 

Education. Joy Wheeler. At the  35th Bal t imore Science Fai r  MOS p re sen ted  its 
Award  of Achievement  to Chr i s topher  Pine, s t uden t  in g rade  7 a t  Our  Lady Queen 
of Peace School in Essex, Maryland, for his s tudy  on homing pigeons. 

The Maryland Associat ion of  Envi ronmenta l  and  Outdoor  Educa to r s  had  its 
annua l  conference on Apri l  28-30. MOS was represen ted  by Dennis Kirkwood of 
Harford County and Gaff Fran tz  of Baltimore.  

L/brary. Joy  Wheeler. Surplus  issues of Maryland Bin~life are  being a r ranged  in 
chronological  o rde r  a t  Cylburn. Requests  for back  issues are  being filled. The 
comple te  set  of Maryland Bin~l~'e at  Enoch Pra t t  Free  Library is now available 
na t ionwide  on In te r l ib rary  Loan. 

Long Range Planning. Joanne  Solem. The commit tee  examined  the cu r ren t  dues  
s t ruc tu re  and pro jec ted  fu ture  increases  to see if a dues change would be 
necessary.  Opera t ing  expenses  have exceeded  the  budget.  The funding of research  
gran ts  is such a dra in  on the  opera t ing  budget  t ha t  an a t t e m p t  should  be made  to 
s u p p o r t  t hem in ano the r  way. The commi t tee  r e c o m m e n d e d  tha t  a cha i r  for the  
Gifts Commit tee  be found so tha t  an  organized me thod  of obta ining gifts and  
memoria ls  could be pu t  into action. 

Research. Karen Skuldt.  Apprec ia t ion  was expressed  for the  af ternoon p a p e r  
sessions a t  the  conference.  Two gran t s  were a w a r d e d  this year: $525 to Joan  
McKearnan,  Fros tburg  Sta te  University, to s tudy  Avian Edge-effects along a Central  
Appa lach ian  Ripar ian  Zone; and  $475 to Thomas  Risch, Fros tburg  Sta te  University, 
to do Cross-Foster ing Exper iments  with Colonial Waterbirds.  

Sanctuary. Dorothy Mumford. This has  been a busy year  for the  commit tee .  Some 
highlights of activities: MOS has  d o n a t e d  conservat ion easements  on two proper -  
ties: To the  Maryland Envi ronmenta l  Trust,  an  ea semen t  on the new Marengo 
Woods S a n c t u a r y  in Talbot  County; and  to the  Severn River Land  Trus t  an 
easement  on the Mandares  Creek Sanctuary.  

Talbot County  is the  beneficiary of two legacies left to MOS to be used for buying 
land in tha t  county. 

Connie Skipper,  who lives nea r  the  Caroline Wilson Sanc tua ry  in Gar re t t  County, 
will over-see tha t  sanctuary.  

Carey  Run and  Irish Grove have benef i ted  from annua l  workdays,  but  the  f reak  
s to rm tha t  hit Irish Grove on May 10, 1990, will necessi ta te  more than  a few 
workdays .  Insurance  will cover  damages  on the  house, but  there  is much to be done 
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to p u t  the  p r o p e r t y  into repair .  Scheduled  Irish Grove workdays:  Sep tember  15 & 
16, and  November 3 & 4. 

Scholarship. Mildred Gebhard.  In response  to requests  for one week r a the r  than  
the usual  two week ecology sessions, the  commit tee  a w a r d e d  th ree  one week Helen 
Miller Scholarships  at  Nat ional  Audubon  Summer  Workshops.  The names  of  the  
seven recipients  of the  Ecology and  Ornithology scholarsh ips  will a p p e a r  in the  
comple te  r epo r t  e lsewhere in Birdlife. Two of the  winners,  Carolyn Lipscomb and  
Linda Bystrak, were p resen t  a t  the  Conference. 

At/as. Eirik Biota. The commit tee  d is t r ibuted  a r epo r t  on the  progress  made  
t o w a r d  meet ing the publ icat ion da te  of the  Atlas. The publ isher  mus t  have all 
mate r ia l s  by the  end of November.  All phases  seem to be in good shape  excep t  for 
the  species accounts ,  which are  way behind schedule.  They must  be wr i t ten  
immediately.  

Cavity Nesting. Delos C. Dupree. The Maryland Ornithological  Society Trails 
(MOST) r e p o r t  for 1989 ind ica ted  a sizeable increase  in the  number  of b luebi rds  
fledged. This was due  to an  increase  in the  average number  of  young fledged per  
box, with a j u m p  from 4.073 in 1988 to 5.611 in 1989. Of a to ta l  of  2,143 boxes  
moni tored ,  917 were used by bluebirds,  108 by chickadees ,  37 by ti tmice, 92 by 
swallows, 420 by wrens  and  1 by flycatchers.  

May CounL James  Stasz. Repor ts  received through June  7 from 12 count ies  and  
the  District  of Columbia  indica te  a slight d rop  in the  number  of observers.  The 
counts  might have been affected by the overcast  skies, showers  and cool winds. 

Publicatious. Chandler  Robbins. The June  1990 issue of Marylamt Birdl~fe is wait ing 
for Annual  Reports  from local chap te r s  and  commit tee  chairmen.  

Records. Claudia  Wilds. There  have been some changes  in the  s t ruc tu re  of the  
committee.  The name has  become Maryland/D.C. Records  Commit tee  in o rde r  to 
include repor t s  of rar i t ies  within the  District  of Columbia. The number  on the 
commit tee  will be e x p a n d e d  from eight  to  nine members  and  the te rms  of office 
have also been al tered.  Claudia  Wilds will serve as Chairperson,  and  Erika Wilson 
will serve as  Secretary.  

Old Business. DNR Calendars .  Joy  Aso has  closed the  books  on the sale of the  1990 
calendars .  The Society prof i ted $543 from 543 ca lendars .  DNR will not  publish 
similar ca lendars  in 1991. 

New Business. Tropical  Rainforest  Challenge. Joy Aso r epo r t ed  tha t  George DuBois 
of Montgomery  County  will dona te  $1,000 to benefit  t rop ica l  ra infores ts  if MOS will 
cont r ibute  $1,500. The detai ls  of the  challenge are  being discussed with Mr. DuBols 
and will be publ ished in YellowthroaL 

William Pfingsten, Harford  Chapter ,  expressed  his dissat isfact ion with the  way 
the conference field t r ips  were handled.  He found them overbooked and  felt t ha t  
add i t iona l  t r ips  and  l eaders  should  have been provided,  and  tha t  reg is t ran ts  
should have been advised tha t  the  numbers  of people on t r ips  were limited. 

Election of Officers. Paul  Zucker, nominat ing commit tee .  The following s la te  of 
nominees was presented:  Pres ident  - John Malcolm; Vice Pres ident  - Richard  
Dolesh; Treasure r  - Emily Joyce; Secre ta ry  - Joan  Stephens.  There were no 
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nominat ions  from the floor. The motion that  the slate be unanimously  accepted 
was seconded and  passed. '" 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45. 

P~sp~¢utty su~it~d, 
Pa~cia J. Moore, 8ecreta~ 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

This has been a year of growth and  change for MOS. We grew approximately  5%, 
to nearly 2900 members. We expect to cont inue  to grow as Americans become more 
concerned about  the environment ,  and  come to unde r s t and  tha t  grass-roots 
organizations like MOS are an excellent way to help correct the problems. 

MOS is experiencing minor  f inancial  concerns,  as we have been spending slightly 
more t han  we take in. We are not  overly concerned,  however, because this last year 
has been one of unusua l  one-time expenses (catching up on publication of Mary/and 
Birdl~fe and  paying a consu l tan t  to coordinate  the Atlas publicat ion project). 
Maryland Birdlife is now caught  up, and  won't  be an excessive drain  on our treasury. 
We are also taking seVeral steps to reduce expenses, such as: pr int ing Maryland 
Bridlife as a self-mailer (no envelope required), purging the mailing list of 
unnecessary  addresses, and pushing to complete the Atlas publication project as 
soon as possible. 

On the positive side of our  f inancial  s i tuation,  at the June  1990 annua l  meeting 
the membership of MOS voted a dues increase, our  first since 1983. The resulting 
increase in income will help offset the effects of inflation, and  should put  us "in the 
black, ~ except for the Atlas publication project. 

We suffered severe s torm damage at the Irish Grove sanc tua ry  recently. Many 
out-buildings were destroyed, but  for tunately  the house was not  badly damaged. 
Our insurance  will cover repairs on the house. 

MOS received three bequests recently, from Billie Tayor (AUegany), Katherine 
Slotter (Anne  Arundel) ,  and  John Wanuga (Talbot). We used the funds in 
accordance with the wishes of the individuals. 

We recently filled the chair  of the Conference Committee, but  are still searching 
for people to Chair the Gifts and  Educat ion Committees. While we're on the subject 
of helping MOS, we always need volunteers to help with any number  of MOS 
projects. Anyone who wishes to lend skills, abilities, and  enthusiasm to further  our  
many  efforts should contact  me at  (301) 977-5788. 

John G. Malcolm 

AUDITING COMMITrEE 

I have examined  the financial  records of the Maryland Ornithological Society for 
the year May 1, 1989 to April 30, 1990. 

In my opinion the records cont inue  to be in excellent shape and  accurately 
present  the financial position of the Society. 

Rodncg B. Jones, Chairman 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
MARYLAND ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC. 

M a y  1, 1989 t h r o u g h  Apr i l  30, 1990 

Budget Item: Budget A ctua l  To ta l  

O P E R A T I N G  FUND 
Income: 

Dues $11,000.00 $11,861.00 
Transfer, Endowment Fund 414.00 424.00 
Conference 1989 14,066.00 
Conference 1990 8,689.00 
Interest Income 

Investments 1,020.00 918.00 
Pooled funds 1,100.00 459.67 

Income, publications 100.00 247.60 
Contribution, mail permit 25.00 30.00 
Membership pins 150.00 54.50 
Advertising, publications 473.00 
Miscellaneous 2.00 
Calendars 1,493.25 

Total Income 13,809.00 38,718.02 

Expenses: 
Publications Committee 

Maryland Birdlife (6 issues) 
Printing 
Postage 
Supplies & Misc. 
Labels 

7,350.00 5,654A8 
750.00 646.66 
700.00 525.55 

162.55 

Yellowthroat 
Printing 
Postage 
Supplies & Misc. 

2,250.00 3,992.28 
850.00 887.13 

50.00 337.03 

Total, publications 11,950.00 12,205A8 

Administrative & Office 
Executive Secretary stipend 
Calendars 
Conference 1989 
Conference 1990 
Deposit, conference 1991 
Postage 
Bulk mailing permits 
Bulk mailing 
Membership list maintenance 
Printing & duplication 
Office supplies & misc. 

2,400.00 2,400.00 
950.25 

16~01.23 
686.12 
500.00 

81.25 
100.00 120.00 
2O0.OO 
750.00 663.30 
200.00 
900.00 537.61 

4,550.00 22,839.76 
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Conservation Committee 100.00 
Education Committee 100.00 
Library Committee 100.00 
Records Committee 125.00 
Research Committee 1,000.00 
Winter Bird Atlas Project 100.00 
Transfer To Atlas Project 1,000.00 
Affiliations and memberships 225.00 
General Liability Insurance 2,000.00 
Contingencies 200.00 

15.00 
87.59 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 
225.00 

Total committees 

Total Operating Expenses 

Operating Fund--May 1, 1989 

4,950.00 

21,450.00 

Current value, Operating Fund 

SANCTUARY FUND 
Income: 

Transfer from Endowment Fund $ 3,086.00 
Interest Income--pooled fund 1,500.00 
Sales, Sanctuary Signs 400.00 
Use Fees 1,400.00 

2,327.59 

37.372.83 

$ 4,659.85 
2,282.76 

53.50 
1,462.73 

14A73.83 

15,819.02 

Total Income 

Mill Creek--Incidentals 
General liability insurance 
General contingency 

6,386.00 

200.00 
1,600.00 
1,000.00 

8,458.84 

Total expenses 

Sanctuary Fund--May 1, 1989 
Current Value, Sanctuary Fund 
Expenses: 

Adventure, banding project 

Cary Run 
General maintenance 
Utilities 
Incidentals 

15,155.00 4,176.01 

200.00 

1,455.00 579.95 
250.00 149.32 

2O.00 238.46 

22,967.81 
27,250.64 

Total, Carey Run 

Irish Grove 
General maintenance 
Utilities 
Fuel 
Taxes 
Donations, Marion FD 
Incidentals 

1,905.00 967.73 

5,050.00 1,735.80 
350.00 452.50 
500.00 348.19 

1,100.00 235.60 
50.00 50.00 

200.00 

Total, Irish Grove 7,250.00 2,822.09 
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turn Suden 
General maintenance 
Utilities 
Fuel 
Incidentals 

2,000.00 
300.00 
500.00 
200.00 

386.19 

Total, turn Suden 3,000.00 386.19 

SANCTUARY E N D O W M E N T  FUND 

Income: 
Life membership 
Contributions 
Bequest 
Interest Income 

Investments 
Pooled funds 

$ 200.00 $ 400.00 
200.00 1,022.17 

1,000.00 

1,700.00 2,450.50 
1,800.00 2,633.35 

Total income 

Expenses: 
Transfer to Operating Fund 

(life member support)  
Transfer, Sanctuary Fund 

3,900.00 7,506.02 

414.00 424.00 

3,086.00 4,659.85 

Total Expenses 

Sanctuary Endowment, 
May 1, 1989 

Current value, Endowment Fund 

3,500.00 5,083.85 

54A31.17 

56~53.34 

S C H O L A R S H I P  FUND 

Income: 
Contributions 

Bequest 
World Nature Association 
Bourne/Woods Scholarship 

Interest income 
Investments 
Pooled funds 

$ 5OO.OO $ 

695.00 
525.00 

585.00 
1,500.00 

667.15 
500.00 
725.00 
595.00 

585.00 
2,415.20 

Total income 

Expenses 
Helen Miller Scholarships 
Chandler S. Robbins Scholarship 
Eleanor C. Robbins Scholarship 
Orville Crowder Scholar. 
Woods/Bourne Scholarship 

3,805.00 5,487.35 

1,390.00 1,500.00 
525.00 595.00 
525.00 595.00 
695.00 725.00 
525.00 595.00 

Total expenses 3,660.00 4,010.00 
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Scholarship Fund, May 1, 1989 

Current value, Scholarship Fund 

ATLAS PROJECT 
Income: 

Howard Co. Matching Grant $ 704.00 
Contributions, general $ 150.00 859.15 
MOS conference, raffle & auction 750.00 789.25 
Transfer, Operating Fund 1,000.00 1,000.00 

30,411.14 

31~88.49 

Total income 900.00 3,352.40 

Expenses: 
Telephone 
Mmcellaneous 
Ser~ces 

600.00 1,751.73 
400.00 381.78 

15,960.89 

Total expenses 

Atlas Fund, May 1, 1989 

Current value, Atlas Fund 

1,000.00 18,094.40 

18,749.35 

4,007.35 

Current value, all funds 135,818.84 

Current Financial Status: 

Pooled Funds: 
Sovran (checking) 
T. Rowe Price Prime Reserve 
Reserve Fund 
Potomac Electric 

Investments: 
Operating Fund 

McDermott, Inc. 

Sanctuary Endowment Fund 
Source Capital 
Niagra Mohawk 
Ohio Bell 
General Telephone, SW 

Scholarship Fund 
Dayton Power 
Virginia Electric Power 

10,090.51 
73,153.03 

6,806.27 
692.50 

9,901.07 

15,186.60 
4,983.15 
3,693.75 
5,129.92 

2,190.00 
3,992.04 

5,129 

2,190 

Tot~ Funds $135,818.84 

Emily Joyce, Treasurer 
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A N N U A L  R E P O R T S  OF LOCAL C H A P T E R S  

ALLEGANY CHAPTER 

The Allegany County  Chap te r  con t inued  the  t r ad i t ion  of providing its members  
with interes t ing speakers  and  good birding opportuni t ies .  Our 1989-90 schedule  
began with a picnic and  business  meet ing at  Carey Run Sanc tua ry  in September .  
Also tha t  month  we pa r t i c i pa t ed  in the  Nat ional  Hunting and  Fishing Day at  the  
Count ry  Club Mail in LaVaie, providing a low-impact  a l te rna t ive  app roach  to the  
wildlife of our  area.  

Our annua l  dinner,  held at  the  Clarysville Inn, was very successful. F rank  
Rohwer, Avian Ecologist a t  the  Appa lach ian  Envi ronmenta l  Laboratory,  gave an 
excel len t  p re sen ta t ion  on the  annua l  cycle of waterfowl.  Other  speakers  this  year  
included club members  Robert  Twigg on geology of Western Maryland and John 
Willetts on his recent  t r ip  to the  wilds of Alaska. DNR wildlife technician,  Nancy 
Green, spoke on up land  game birds  and Joan  McKearnan of  the  Appa lach ian  
Envi ronmenta l  Lab on colonial  wa te rb i rds  in Maryland. We feel very fo r tuna te  to 
have such people share  thei r  exper t i se  and  exper iences  with us. 

We pa r t i c ipa t ed  in th ree  bird counts  again this year. In spite  of the  b i t ter  cold of 
the  Chr is tmas  Count we recorded  69 species. With milder  weather ,  the  Winter  
Count on Feb rua ry  3 yie lded 65 species, including Red Crossbills a top  Green Ridge 
Mountain.  The May Count  was down this yea r  owing to a smal ler  a r ea  covered; 138 
species were sighted. Our field t r ips  included hawk observat ions  at  Green Ridge 
Sta te  Fores t  in October,  and  a wide var ie ty  of waterfowl  a t  Shawnee  Sta te  Park  in 
Pennsylvania and on local ponds  here  in Allegany County dur ing November. Heavy 
rain and  snow cancel led  two p l anned  field trips.  Our final t r ip  for the  year  was an 
au to  loop tou r  from Gar re t t  County  into Somerse t  County, Pennsylvania;  many  
spr ing species were observed.  Our County  Hotline is in its second  year  of operat ion;  
the  highlight this  year  was the  arr ival  of seven Amer ican  Avocets  on the  PPG Ponds, 
a rare  sight for Western Maryland. 

I would like to t h a n k  all those  members  whose efforts con t r ibu ted  to the  success  
of our  club year.  I look forward  to working with you again this  coming year. 

Roy K Brown, Pres/&,nt 

ANNE ARUNDEL BIRD CLUB 

Anne Arundel  Bird Club members  enjoyed an active and  successful  p rogram 
year.  Our eight month ly  meet ings  were well a t t e n d e d  with speakers  taking us on 
photo- tours  of Alaska, Belize, Guatemala ,  Jamaica ,  England, Scotland,  and  Spain. 
In addit ion,  we learned  how to a t t r a c t  backyard  wildlife and  identify warblers  by 
sight and  sound.  Bill Clark r ecoun ted  for us the  spec t acu l a r  hawk migrat ion 
th rough  Israel  a t  our  Richard  E. Heise Annual  Wildlife Lecture,  which benef i t ted  
the  MOS Sanc tua ry  and  Scholarship  Funds.  

Members and  guests pa r t i c ipa t ed  in over twenty  field trips, with ha rdy  souls 
tu rn ing  out  on even the  mos t  foul -weather  days. Spring and  fall picnics with good 
food, birding and  c a m a r a d e r i e  were  enjoyed, hos ted  by the Iliffs, Taliaferros and 
Knights. 
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Club members  con t inued  to be active in the  MOS. Emily Joyce was the  MOS 
t reasurer ,  Dotty Mumford was the Sanc tua ry  Commit tee  cha i r  and  Jim Cheevers 
was the Educa t ion  Commit tee  chair.  There was also good par t ic ipa t ion  by members  
at  the s a n c t u a r y  workdays  and  on the  Chris tmas and  May counts.  Dick and  Pat  
Chiles hos ted  the  Chris tmas Count  tal ly-up as they have for several  years. Funding 
for an MOS scholarsh ip  is p rovided  th rough  the generos i ty  of Gerald and  Vonnie 
Cotton. 

Continuing a t r ad i t ion  of several  years,  the  Anne Arunde l  Bird Club cosponsored  
with Sandy  Point S ta te  Park  several  bird walks for people  in the  community .  
Addit ionally,  Dotty Mumford, Chris Beaton, Sue Ricciardi, and  Sam Droege 
volunteered at  Jug BayWet lands  Sanctuary,  taking pa r t  in bird studies and surveys. 
Dotty Mumford also served as newsle t ter  editor.  

Sue Ricciardi, President 

CAROLINE COUNTY CHAPTER 

The Caroline Bird Club has ju s t  ended  its 1989-90 season with a slide p rogram by 
the incoming President ,  L. T. Short.  L. T. has  most  recent ly  won 1st p lace  for 
a m a t e u r s  at  a wildlife p h o t o g r a p h y  show in Cambridge,  Md. Ano the r  member ,  
Richard Webster  took first p lace  in the  professional  division. We're very p roud  of 
these members  and  look forward  to thei r  next  showings. 

Our b luebi rd  box sales have ne t t ed  us enough money  to buy some na tu re  books 
for our  local l ibrary and to make  a contr ibut ion  to the  MOS scholarship  fund. 

Bird walks have been interes t ing and  informative.  Our speakers  have been var ied  
and we enjoyed them all. 

We are  now looking forward  to our  1990-91 season. 

Mariana Nuttle, President 

CARROLL COUNTY CHAPTER 

The Carrol l  County  Bird Club had  a very active and  successful  year.  While the  
membersh ip  remained  s teady  at  40, our  regular  p rogram and hike a t t endance  has  
become increasingly active in recent  months.  Outreach  to the  communi ty  through 
informat ional  booths  and  school p rog rams  has  spa rked  new interes t  in birding and  
the environment .  Several  of our  members  were active in promot ing  envi ronmenta l  
awareness  th roughou t  the  "Earth Day" months  of March, April, and  May in Carroll  
County. One of our  members ,  Sue Yingling, has recent ly  es tabl ished her  own weekly 
column on bi rds  in the  local newspape r  which we expec t  will s t imula te  addi t iona l  
interest .  

Meetings are  held on the second  Wednesday  of each  month  at  Pine Run Nature  
Center  in Sykesville a t  7:30 p.m. and  fea tu re  var ied  slide lec ture  presenta t ions .  The 
public is always invited. We are  looking forward  to a grea t  year  to come. 

Melinda Byrd, President 
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FREDERICK COUNTYCHAPTER 

Eight field trips were held, mostly in and near Frederick County, and 9 monthly 
meetings convened. Programs given at the meetings ranged from the environ- 
mental future of Frederick County to bluebirds to birding in Venezuela. 

A number of the members of the club assisted with clean-up of city Mallards 
which were oiled during an oil spill into Culler Lake in Frederick in January. Several 
members set up a booth at the County celebration of Earth Day on April 22, and 
others set up a similar booth in Middletown on April 28. 

In business t ransacted in April, the club voted to send $135 to The Nature 
Conservancy for tropical rain forest purchase, $135 to World Parks Endowment for 
purchase of tropical land in Guatemala (at  $4 per acre), and $130 for the Maryland 
Breeding Bird Atlas. 

8tazgfer Miller, t ~ t  

HARFORD COUNTY CHAPTER 

The Harford County Chapter continued its slow growth, reaching a membership 
of 212 at  year's end. As a consequence of exceeding 200 members, the Chapter 
elected Thomas Congersky as its third Director. Much of the recent growth comes 
from students  in birding classes taught  by Dennis Kirkwood and June Vaughn, and 
from publicity in local newspapers written by Jean Fry. 

The Field Trip Committee, chaired by Randy Robertson, planned 17 trips during 
the year, some in the immediate county area, and some to more distant localities 
such as the Potomac River, Bombay Hook and Brigantine NWRs, Hart-Miller Island 
and a migration site near Hawk Mountain. These trips are a major part  of our 
program, and some are particularly s tructured for beginning birders. 

In addition to the fall picnic at Harford Glen, we held our usual four dinner 
meetings on the first Fridays of al ternate months beginning in November. The first 
two featured programs by our own members, Karen Toussaint on her trip to Kenya 
and the team of Jean and Larry Fry on their visit to England and Scotland. In 
March, Lisa Nowakowski spoke on rain forest deforestation and at  the May meeting 
Dr. David Thorndill enlightened us with a report  on a winter feeder survey. 
Members from other chapters  are welcome to at tend our meetings. Reservations 
are required for the dinner portion (at  6:15 p.m., announced in our Newsletter) but 
the business meetings/programs beginning about 7:15 are walk-in affairs. 

We part ic ipated in three annual bird counts. The tradit ional  Christmas count, 
overseen by Dennis Kirkwood, resulted in 53 birders in 13 parties finding 84 species 
and over 26,000 individuals. These included Ring-necked Ducks and a Harlequin 
Duck never before recorded in our count. During the recently initiated midwinter 
count, coordinated by Bill Pfingsten, 32 part icipants recorded 87 species, including 
a dozen new to the count, and almost 190,000 individuals. The latter included an 
estimated 150,000 "Blackbird species." On the May count, organized by Vice 
President Les Eastman, ten parties found 144 species and 8,749 individuals. 

We continued for the third year to present three awards. Karen Toussaint was 
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honored  as the  Rookie-of-the-Year for 1989. She has, among o ther  accom- 
pl ishments ,  au tho red  a number  of fea ture  ar t ic les  on bi rds  and  bi rders  in local 
newspapers .  The Bird-of-the-Year was  a White-winged Dove tha t  spen t  a few days  
a t  the  Bystraks '  feeder.  The f ea tu red  award ,  Birder-of-the-Year,  was won by June  
Vaughn, one of the  most  act ive b i rde rs  in the  Chapter .  This year  we plan to add  a 
lister 's award.  

Pare  Rhoads,  who comple ted  her  t a x i d e r m y  t ra in ing under  Greg Kearns  (Jug 
Bay), has  con t inued  to add  moun ted  specimens  to the  Chap te r  collection. The 
recen t  expans ion  of the  County  school  system p rog ra m at  Harford  Glen and  
provision of full-time s taff  the re  gives the  Chap te r  a long-needed capabi l i ty  of 
displaying these  specimens.  Ultimately,  every f i f th-grader  in the  County  will spend  
t ime at  Harford  Glen, being exposed  to all facets  of the  environment .  The bird 
exhibi ts  will be very popular .  

Bird banding,  in i t ia ted  many  years  ago by Barba ra  Bilsborough, con t inued  with 
the  able ass i s tance  ofJon  Cupp,  Jr., Sue and Ken Heselton, Bill Pfingsten, J im Wiley 
and  Jean  Williams. We look fo rward  to  an expans ion  of this  effort. The volunteers  
named  and  o thers  have devoted count less  hours  to this  endeavor ,  including many  
demons t ra t ions  to the  County school children. Our  fifth annual  Warbler  Walk 
compet i t ion ,  organized and conduc t ed  by Jon Cupp,  Sr., was finally won by old 
hand  Dennis Kirkwood after  years  of finishing second, usually behind a rookie! 

During the  pa s t  s u m m e r  Beth Olsen a t t e n d e d  the  Audubon  Camp in the  West, 
located in the  Wyoming Wind River Mountains.  It was an ex t remely  rewarding  and 
p leasurab le  exper ience  for her. For  the  coming summer ,  we have two schola rsh ip  
winners: Linda Bystrak and Carolyn Lipscomb. 

Our ra re  bird hotl ine came of  age with its first b i r t hday  anniversa ry  in March. 
The hotline, now named  WINGTIPS in a contes t  won by Karen  Toussaint ,  covers  a 
f ive-state a r ea  and  the District  of Columbia. I t  is u p d a t e d  regular ly  th ree  t imes  a 
week, and  real ly hot  informat ion is a d d e d  whenever  it becomes available. During 
the  ce lebra ted  a p p e a r a n c e  of the  Ross' Gull las t  winter ,  a number  of o the r  hotlines,  
including NARBA, d i rec ted  the i r  users  to call WINGTIPS for the  la tes t  information.  
The number  is (301) 638-0290. WINGTIPS is the  bra inchi ld  of June  Vaughn, who 
brought  it into being and  who spends  a cons iderable  f rac t ion of her  waking hours  
tending it. 

We also pa r t i c ipa t ed  actively in the  twent ie th  ann iversa ry  of Ear th  Day. In 
addi t ion  to  sponsor ing  bird and  wildflower walks, for th ree  days  Bill Russell was 
ins t rumenta l  in focusing public a t t en t ion  on the  Chap te r  with a d isp lay  built  
a round  the borrowed MOS exhibit .  

The Chap t e r  is looking fo rward  to cont inued  growth in membersh ip  and  
activit ies with the  cont inued ass i s tance  of those  who have served so well in the  past .  
The Officers, Directors,  and  Commit tees  have all worked long and ha rd  at  thei r  jobs. 
Although many  of  the  necessary  funct ions  of any  organizat ion are  unexciting, and  
those  who per fo rm them never receive the  credi t  they  deserve, the  efforts of  all 
these  ded ica ted  people  have made  my first  year  as  Pres ident  a t ru ly  p leasurab le  
one. Finally, there  a re  the  many  who, s imply by being members ,  have helped make  
the Chap te r  successful. "They also serve who only s t and  and  wait." 

William B. Mclntosh, President 
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HOWARD COUNTY CHAPTER 

The Howard  County  Chap te r  had  ano the r  full year  of activities, consis t ing of 
many  annual  events and  several  highlights. The chapter ' s  year ly  activities began in 
August  a t  the  Howard  County  Fair.  Mike MeClure coord ina ted  the  club's effort, 
f inding volunteers  to d isp lay  our  bird collection, d isseminate  information and  
a t t r a c t  new members .  Our two seed sales, in October  and  January ,  were once again 
grea t  fund ra isers  for the  club. These have been very well organized by Elleen Clegg. 
The October  sale was our  biggest ever, with over 43,000 pounds  of seed loaded in 
abou t  3 hours.  Our annua l  mid-winter  b i rd  count  was held on J a n u a r y  27, followed 
by a ta l ly  d inner  at  the  Simon's and  our  May count  ta l ly  d inner  was hos ted  by the  
Randle 's  on May 12. In March we had  our  annua l  po t luck  dinner ,  organized by 
Monika Botsai  and  Graz ina  McClure; we also hos ted  the  meet ing of  the  MOS s ta te  
board  of directors.  

The club's close associa t ion with the  county  recrea t ion  d e p a r t m e n t  cont inued  
with club members  leading or  co-leading na tu r e  and  birding walks in several  major  
county  parks .  The club's collect ions of bird specimens,  nests,  and  slides were used 
by about  20 members  for p rograms  at  schools, na tu re  camps,  scout  groups, and  
o ther  county  organizations.  

The Howard Chapter  mailed five issues of Maryland Birdl~fe during the year. Each 
"stuffing party," p l anned  by Maud Banks, provided an oppor tun i ty  for several  hours  
of socializing while t rying to keep the  zip codes p roper ly  grouped.  Once again, by 
combining con t r ibu t ions  and  club funds  ra ised  by seed sales, we were able to make 
several  sizeable cont r ibut ions  to The Nature  Conservancy Appalach ian  Campaign.  

Our Cavity Nester  Commit tee  co-cha i rmen Joe Suess and Mark Wallace and 
numerous  helpers  r epo r t ed  tha t  1,515 Bluebirds fledged in the  county  last  year.  
This project  has  real ly boos ted  the  coun ty  bluebird  popula t ion .  The one-year  
county  species  list r eached  a new record  with a to ta l  of 223 species  seen in Howard  
County last year. 

Heading the list of 1989-90 highlights is publ icat ion of the  Bird Checklist for 
Centennial  Park,  the  county 's  most  popu la r  park.  The list is a compila t ion of 
sightings spanning  6 years  and  recorded  by a t eam of compilers,  headed  by 
coord ina to r  Charles Swift. Jane  Farrel l ,  our  pa rk  list commit tee  chair,  ed i ted  the  
list and  worked closely with the  Depa r tmen t  of Recreat ion and  Parks,  which agreed 
to p r in t  and  d i s t r ibu te  the  list to pa rk  visitors. The checklist  is the  first in wha t  we 
hope will be a series for major  coun ty  parks .  This year  the  club also d o n a t e d  a 
bulletin board  to the  Depa r tmen t  of Recreat ion and  Parks.  The board,  moun ted  a t  
the  Centennial  Park  concession building, displays i tems such as bird sightings, 
na tu re  walks, and  unusua l  p lan t s  or  animals.  Notices of meet ings of envi ronmenta l  
groups or  o ther  na tu re  re la ted  events also are  posted.  

In summary,  1989-90 was ano the r  successful  year. The brief  report ,  however, can 
ment ion only some of the  ha rd  working people  and  good ideas  tha t  went  into 
making this a grea t  year  for the  Howard Chapter .  

Thomas Strikwerda, Preadent 
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KENT COUNTY CHAPTER 

The Kent  County  Chap te r  has had  a year  much like o ther  years  with the  
membersh ip  s taying a r o u n d  75. We had  our  usual  p rog ra m of  six regular  meetings,  
a d inner  meet ing and  a picnic. Three  field t r ips  visited the  "Damsite" banding  
s tat ion,  the  Wildfowl Trust  s a n c t u a r y  at  Grasonvil le and  the Lorenz farm on the  
upper  Chester  River. As a fund raising act ivi ty we swi tched this year  from a yard  
sale to sale of T-shirts and  swea tsh i r t s  impr in ted  with bird designs from Trish 
Gruber  and  Peggy Blair and  a club logo. In format ion  tables  a t  the  Ches ter town 
Wildlife Show and  the Chester town Ear th  Day activit ies also sold the  shirts.  A very 
successful  feeder  watch  and coffee was hosted by Tom and  Peggy Arkinson,  whom 
we thank  for thei r  hospitali ty.  Par t ic ipa t ion  in the  Audubon  Chr is tmas  Count  was 
normal  for us with a number  of people  coming across  the  bay, but  our  May count  
had  only four pa r t i c ipan t s  so our  coverage was not  up to tha t  of previous years. 

The bluebird  nest  box moni tor ing effort  was increased  this season ( 1990 ) and  we 
thank  Steve Hitchner for coordina t ing  the p rogram and  compil ing the results.  

John Lorenz, President 

PATUXENT BIRD CLUB 

Our meet ings were held on the 4 th  Tuesday  in Building 011-A at  the  Agricul tura l  
Research Center  in Beltsville, one long block nor thwes t  of the  USDA Library tower. 
Our  speakers  included John Taut in  who led us on an African safari,  Don 
Messersmith  who took us on a b i rd ing tou r  of Inner  Mongolia, Glenn Therres  who 
ta lked  abou t  Maryland Bald Eagles, and  several  P a t u x e n t  scient is ts  who p resen ted  
i l lus t ra ted  talks on various phases  of  thei r  research:  Matt  Perry  who gave an 
overview of Pa tuxent ' s  first  50 years,  Glenn Olsen (ve ter inar ian  to the  endangered  
species p rogram) ,  Fred  Johnson  (on Fulvous Whistling-Ducks), and  Chan Robbins 
and  Barba ra  Dowell (on a recent  t r ip  to Sierra de las Minas, Guatemala) .  

Our big pro jec t  of the  year  was a fund-rais ing effort  to help Defensores de la 
Natura leza  pu rchase  the  first  large t r a c t  of t ropica l  rain forest  on Sierra  de las 
Minas for a Biosphere  Reserve. This e x t r a o r d i n a r y  moun ta in  range is said to have 
the highest  biotic diversi ty in Gua tema la  and to include habi ta t  for more than  haft  
the  popu la t ion  of thei r  na t iona l  bird, the  Resp lendant  Quetzal. Donat ions from our  
club pu rchased  640 acres  (a  full square  mile) of this pr is t ine  forest. We thank  Byron 
Swift of World Parks  Endowment  for giving us this  unique oppor tun i ty  to make 
such a significant contr ibut ion.  

Eleanor  Robbins, our  Conservat ion Chairperson,  con t inued  to give conservat ion  
upda tes  a t  each meet ing and  wri te  the  Club column for the  Laurel Leader. This year  
she also wro te  a co lumn for Belt~ville News. Book sales yie lded cont r ibu t ions  to the  
Atlas  Publicat ion Fund,  the  Scholarship  Fund,  and  the Sanc tua ry  Maintenance  
Fund.  

In add i t ion  to pa r t i c ipa t ing  in the  Chr is tmas  and  May counts  and  Winter  Bird 
Survey, we displayed an Ear th  Day exhibi t  a t  Greenbelt ,  several  members  led walks 
in honor  of  Ear th  Day, and  our  Chap te r  helped sponsor  the  Citizens Conference on 
Fores ts  and  Fores t ry  at  College Park. 

Chand/er 8. Robb/gs, Pres/dent 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY CHAPTER 

Members of the  Montgomery County  Chap te r  enjoyed ano the r  active year  of 
meetings and  field t r ips .  In September ,  Ron Naveen spoke to us about  South  
Georgia I s land  and  his hopes  for the  ent i re  Anta rc t i c  region. Gentle wit  and  
magnif icent  p h o t o g r a p h s  brought  home the plight of this  special  place. We b i rded  
the C&O Canal  and  Point  Lookout.  October 's  meet ing fea tu red  Kent MinicheUo and  
i m p o r t a n t  lessons on fire ecology and  fire managemen t  in Yellowstone National  
Park. Field t r ips  went  to Harmony  Hall and  Broad Creek in PG County and  to 
Waggoner's Gap in Pennsylvania  for hawk watching. In November, Hal Wierenga 
gave us an overview of  the  birds  of Alaska  and  left many  members  devising schemes 
to pay  for a t r ip  to the  Grea t  Land. Field birding concen t r a t ed  on migrat ing hawks 
and  waterfowl with t r ips  to Blackwater  National  Wildlife Refuge, a boat  t r ip  on the 
Potomac south  of DC ( thanks  to MNCPPC-PG) and a weekend on the Outer  Banks 
of North Carolina. Jus t  as the  b i t ter  cold of December descended  on us, Bruce 
Beehler ar r ived to ta lk  about  his work  with Birds of Paradise  in New Guinea. The 
only field t r ip  was to the  fields of sou thern  Freder ick  County, but  members  busied 
themselves with numerous  Chr is tmas  Counts. The chap t e r  cosponsors  two: Seneca 
and Sugarloaf  Mountain. 

The new year  s t a r t e d  with Vice-President Daphne Gemmill  speaking about  her  
exper iences  assist ing bird  s tudies  th rough  the  aegis of Ear thwatch .  We all got 
another  reminder  about  how valuable  a ded ica ted  a m a t e u r  can be in ornithological  
research.  Field t r ips  inc luded a visit to the  ever popu la r  C&O Canal. In February,  we 
were wonder ing jus t  how long the t h a w  was going to last  and  listening at tent ively as 
Glenn Therres  told us abou t  the  Barn Owls of Maryland. Glenn also brought  us up to 
da te  about  some of the  activites of Maryland DNR--par t i cu la r ly  the  nongame 
section, Field trips,  inc luded a long hol iday  weekend  t r ip  up and  down the 
Delmarva peninsula  and  a sho r t e r  one dayvers ion  tha t  covered Henlopen to Ocean 
City. The annual  social  was held in March featur ing ou ts tand ing  food, an imated  
conversat ion,  a gal lery of member ' s  favori te  slides, and  the election of officers. Our 
raffle raised slightly more  than  $500; a lmost  all of this  was dona t e d  to the  MOS 
Sanc tua ry  Endowmen t  Fund.  The field t r ip  highlight was  a t r ip  to the  Nat ional  Zoo 
with Claudia Wilds who helped members  with ident i f icat ion problems and  
techniques. Of course,  many  of us rushed  to Balt imore to see the  Ross' Gull. 

In April, John Trot t  brought  his beautiful  pho tographs  of Maryland birds  and 
wildflowers and  his impressive knowledge of na tu r a l  his tory to our  month ly  
meeting. A field t r ip  to lake Needwood opened  the  spr ing migrat ion season. In May, 
James  Gibson spoke abou t  music and  bird song. As both a professor  of music, a 
composer ,  and  a bird t ou r  l eader  he had  unique insights  into a subject  pa r t i cu la r ly  
fi t t ing as  the  spr ing migra t ion  rushed  to a crescendo.  Members tes ted  thei r  own 
aud i to ry  skills on t r ips  to local ho t spo ts  and  on the annua l  May Count. A weekend 
a t  Chincoteague s h a r p e n e d  our  shoreb i rd  skills and  in t roduced  some of us to the  
Fork- ta i led  Flycatcher .  The year  ended  with a weekend  in Gar re t t  County where  
singing "northern" warblers  and  d rumming  grouse were a special  pleasure.  

The Chap te r  cont inues  to do well with membersh ip  nea r  250 and  a t t endance  a t  
month ly  meetings ranging from 85 to 100. We cont inue  our  special  suppo r t  of 
Adventure  Sanctuary .  We look fo rward  to ano the r  year  of bi rding challenges 
1990-91. 

(To be concluded in Sep tember  1990 issue) 

John BierS, President 
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