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BARNACLE GOOSE IN MARYLAND 

ROBERT F .  RINGLER 

On October 13, 1986 at about 7:30 a.m. I found a Barnacle Goose (Branta leucop- 
sis) on a pond with a flock of several  hundred Canada Geese (B. canadensis). The 
pond is located immediate ly  west  of the intersect ion of US 13 and Business US 13 
southwest  of Frui t land,  Wicomico County, Maryland.  The birds of this flock were 
res t ing on an island in the pond or swimming. The Barnacle Goose was one of the 
swimming birds. 

At  a range of about 100-150 yards  I observed the bird through a Questar  at  50X 
magnification and made mental notes of the plumage. The Barnacle Goose was 
sl ightly smaller  than the Canadas.  The upper  body was gray with dark,  curved 
s t r ipes  crossing the wings and back. The sides were pale g ray  to white. The neck 
was black and this color ex tended onto the breas t  where it was dis t inct ly sepa- 
ra ted  from the white of the sides. The black also extended onto the upper back 
where it blended into the gray.  The face was very white, being separa ted  
dist inct ly from the black of the neck. This separat ion curved from the crown back 
to the  rear  of the face and down to somewhat  below the chin. The forehead was 
white. 

I did not observe any of the finer points as I a t t empted  to put the bird into other  
te lescopes for everyone in the par ty  to see. Unfortunately,  as o ther  cars pulled up, 
the flock became nervous and took off, the Barnacle Goose included. I did not see it 
fly. 

I e l iminated the  possibil i ty of an aber ran t  Canada Goose by the clearly defined 
contras t  between the black and White par ts  of the plumage, the lack of the gray- 
brown coloration typical  of Canadas, and the extension of the black onto the 
breast .  I el iminated Brant (B. bernicla) by the g rayer  plumage and the white face 
of the  Barnacle Goose. 

Barnacle Goose has been repor ted  14 t imes previously in Maryland and the 
Distr ict  of Columbia. All but  two of the sightings,  all single birds, have been in late 
fall to early winter.  See Table 1 for a list of the sightings in Maryland and the 
Distr ict  of Columbia. 

In the  past ,  Barnacle Goose has not been considered for inclusion on the s ta te  
list because of the possibil i ty of any single bird being an escape. I propose tha t  this 
species is more l ikely to be a natural  vagrant .  The question is one of probabil i ty  
and ar ises  any t ime a species known to be held in capt ivi ty  occurs far outside its 
.normal range. This is par t icular ly  t rue with waterfowl. 
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T a b l e  1. B a r n a c l e  Goose R e p o r t s  from M a r y l a n d  

Date Location Situation Reference 

1/2/86 Cambridge through 2/21 Armis tead  1986 
1/9/79 Blackwater  NWR through 1/10 Ringlet  1979 
1/9/81 West  River through 1/10 Armis tead  1981 
2/24/85 Deer Creek through 5/24 Ringler 1985b 
5/8/81 Pa tuxent  WRC Ringle t  1981 
11/10/56 Anacostia River flying over Abbot t  1972 
11/12/47 near Langford repor ted  killed S tewar t  & Robbins, 1958 
11/22/75 Remington Farms  unbanded adul t  Robbins 1976 
11/24/84 near Bowie flying over Ringlet  1985a 
11/25/66 Blackwater  NWR through 12/4 DuMont 1967 
11/26/64 Blackwater NWR through 11/28 Pyle 1965 
12/19/82 Remington Farms  Lower Kent CBC Gruber  1983 
12/ /65 Remington Farms  shot in late Dec. Robbins 1966 

Most Barnacle Geese leave their  breeding grounds by the middle of Sep tember  
(Cramp 1977}. Despite the fact that  Barnacle Geese may be fairly common in captiv- 
ity, the t iming of the  fall occurrences in Maryland is consistent  with the migra- 
tion of the species from its breeding grounds and it has been repor ted  in numbers 
far d ispropor t ionate  to its s ta tus  in captivi ty.  Barnacle .Geese are long-distance 
migrants and legitimate vagrancy to North America has been positively established 
by the presence of a bird banded at Spi tsbergen,  Norway that  was shot by a 
hunter in Newfoundland (Montevecchi and Wells 1984). The appearance  of a flock 
of seven in Nova Scotia in 1969 (Finch 1970) also indicates natural  occurrence. 
Most of the North American records are from the Atlantic coast  ra ther  than distri- 
buted more randomly across the continent as would be expected of escapes. A 
clear pa t te rn  of vagrancy has been presented visually in a histogram, which shows 
the concentration of repor ts  of Barnacle Geese in North America  in the fall and to 
a lesser  ex tent  in the spr ing (Szantyr 1985). There  are  vir tual ly no records from 
mid-summer, as might be expected with escapes. Virtually all the repor t s  are  of 
birds that  remain for short  periods of time, as if migrating.  

The other  side of the coin is r epresen ted  by the arguments  for the likelihood of 
these birds being escapes (Ryff 1984). Good points are made here: the possibili ty of 
several  repor ts  over  a period of years  may be the  responsibi l i ty of one individual, 
Barnacle Geese are kept in many locations over a wide range of the continent and 
some are known to have escaped or been stolen. However,  there  a re  too many 
sightings of Barnacle Geese in the Canadian Mari t imes and in the eas tern  United 
Sta tes  to believe tha t  all, or even most, are  the resul t  of escaped captive birds. The 
more probable conclusion is that  these birds are truly wild vagrants  unless there  is 
evidence to the  contrary.  
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[This report,  and the statu's of the Barnacle Goose in Maryland, are presently 
under review by the MOS Records C o m m i t t e e . -  Ed.] 

PREY OF AN URBAN 
PEREGRINE FALCON- PART II 

JOHN C. BARBER AND MARGARET M. BARBER 

In an earl ier  paper (Maryland Birdlife 39 (4):108-110), we analyzed the prey taken 
by a single female Peregr ine  Falcon (Falco peregrinus) over a three-year period. 
That particular Peregrine,  which lived in downtown Baltimore, Maryland, mated 
with a male in 1984, died that  fall, and was replaced by a new female. That pair has 
nested on the United States  Fidelity and Guaranty (USF&G) building in downtown 
Baltimore since September ,  1984. Here we present a summary of the prey of this 
pair during the period 1984-1987. 

HISTORY AND METHODS 

The earl ier  paper contains a general history of urban Peregrines in the United 
States  and the methods we used to gather  prey data used in the previous study. The 
methods used this t ime are the same as used in the ear l ier  study, consist ing of 
identification of prey carcasses where possible, on an identical route three to seven 
days a week. Prey carcasses were saved by USF&G maintenance workers when 
possible. Prey items were discarded after identification. 

RESULTS 

Duringthe  study period, we found 472 prey items of 26 species around the USF&G 
building(Table 1). 

DISCUSSION 

Our results show that the pair in Baltimore has a broad diversi ty of prey, far more 
so than the prey taken by the single female as described in the earlier paper. The 
lone female preyed primarily on Rock Doves (Columba livia) {almost 91°/o} with no 
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other species comprising more than 3 percent of the prey. In contrast, we identified 
26 species of prey, none of which made up more than 31 percent of the total. This 
could be because of the presence of a male falcon (absent in the prior study), and also 
because of the difference in where the current  pair originated. The female in our 
earlier study came to Baltimore when she was less than a year old. Our current  
female spent her first 15 months in the marshes of New Jersey before nesting in 
Baltimore. (The current  male is unbanded and of unknown origin). This also suggests 
a further study of Peregrines living in urban a r e a s -  is there a correlation between 
food preference and being raised in an urban or non-urban environment? 

Table 1: Peregrine Falcon Prey by Month, 1984-87 
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Tutal % 

Horned Grebe 1 1 0.2 
Mallard 1 3 2 3 1 4 2 1 4 21 4.4 
Wood Duck 1 1 0.2 
Ruddy Duck 3 1 2 6 1 13 2.8 
Duck sp. 1 2 2 5 1.1 
American Kestrel 3 4 2 1 10 2.1 
Common Gallinule 1 1 0.2 
Semipalmated Plover 3 3 0.6 
Killdeer 2 1 3 6 1.3 
Lesser Yellowlegs 1 1 3 2 7 1.5 
Yellowlegs sp. 4 2 3 4 2 15 3.2 
Spotted Sandpiper 7 1 2 1 11 2.3 
Sandpiper sp. 3 4 1 1 2 1 1 13 2.8 
American Woodcock 1 2 1 2 6 1.3 
Ring-billed Gull 2 1 3 0.6 
Rock Dove 19 12 13 10 11 17 15 12 7 9 12 II  148 31.4 
Mourning Dove 3 4 7 9 12 7 3 11 6 8 2 72 15.3 
Common Nighthawk 4 4 0.8 
Northern Flicker 12 4 1 7 3 27 5.7 
Barn Swallow 1 1 0.2 
Blue Jay  2 3 7 12 I 3 1 7 36 7.6 
Crow sp. ] 2 3 0.6 
Northern Mockingbird 1 1 2 0.4 
European Starling 4 3 4 7 4 11 3 5 5 4 3 53 11.2 
Ovenbird 1 1 0.2 
Common Graekle 2 1 1 1 4 9 1.9 

472 99.9 

Table 2 shows the breakdown of prey by families for the most common prey items. 

Table 2: Dominant  Prey by Group 

Group Number Percent 
Pigeons and Doves 220 46% 
Waterfowl 42 9 
Shorebirds 61 13 
Passerines 105 22 
All other species 44 10 
Totals 472 100% 
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In sharp contract  to the dominance of the doves in the first s tudy (91%), they 
comprise only 46 percent  of the prey of this pair. Waterfowl and shorebirds  make up 
a total  of 22 percent  of the prey compared to less than 3 percent  of the prey in the first 
study. This suggests  that  the pair is hunting in marsh and open water  habi tats  more 
than the single bird did. 

There  is also a marked seasonal difference in the 'number  of Rock Doves taken as a 
percen tage  of the overal l  prey numbers .  In the  period of November  1 through 
Feb rua ry  28, Rock Doves averaged  51% of the total  prey. From March 1 to October 
31, Rock Doves averaged 24% of the total  prey. The number of migrants  and juvenile 
birds present  during the March to October period is reflected in the prey chart,  
suggest ing tha t  prey preference is influenced by seasonal availabil i ty.  Loyal ty  to 
Rock Doves as a prey species is undermined by the availabi l i ty of other  species flying 
by the building. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The resul ts  suggest  that  Peregr ine  Falcon food habits  vary considerably among 
individuals.  There  appea red  to be no major  changes in Rock Dove populat ions 
around the USF&G building during the s tudy,  ye t  clearly the prey  preference of this 
pair was different from tha t  of a single female. We suggest  that  two factors may be 
responsible for this. The single female in the ear l ier  s tudy grew up in an urban 
se t t ing and developed "urban" prey preferences,  while the two birds studied here 
grew up in non-urban habi ta t ,  and developed o ther  preferences .  Secondly, the 
resul ts  in this s tudy are biased by the presence of a male falcon, increasing the 
d ivers i ty  of species and number of individuals taken. If food preference is re la ted to 
the habi ta t  of early life, the resul ts  here are  predictable.  However ,  if food preference 
is more influenced simply by the kinds a n d n u m b e r s  of birds migrat ing past  the 
USF&G building, then the resul ts  are  less predictable.  

A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S  

Tom Cade and Mar ty  Gilroy of the Peregr ine  Fund encouraged us in this study. 
Eir ik  BIom and Bob Ringler  rev iewed  d ra f t s  of the  manuscr ip t .  The USF&G 
Corporat ion employees  helped monitor  prey throughout  the s tudy.  This help is 
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Scientific Names 

Horned Grebe- Podiceps auritus 
Mallard- Anas platyrhynchos 
Wood Duck- Aix sponsa 
American Kestrel- Falco spai'verius 
Common Moorhen- GaUinula chloropus 
Semipalmated Plover- Charadrius 

sernipalrnatus 
Killdeer- Charadrius vociferus 
Lesser Yellowlegs - Tringa flavipes 
Yellowlegs sp. - Tringa 
Spotted Sandpiper- Actitis rnacularia 
American Woodcock -.Scolopax minor 
Ring-billed Gull- Larus delawarensis 

Rock Dove- Colurnba livia 
Mourning Dove - Zenaida rnacroura 
Common Nighthawk- Chordeiles minor 
Northern Flicker- Colaptes auratus 
Barn Swallow- Hirundo rustica 

Blue Jay- Cyanocitta cristata 
Crow sp.- Corvus 
Northern Mockingbird- Mimus polyglottos 
European Starling- Sturnus vulgaris 
Ovenbird- Seiurus aurocapillus 
Common Grackle- Quiscalus quiscula 

803 Glen Allen Drive, Baltimore, AiD 21229 
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GREAT HORNED OWL PREYS ON 
PURPLE MARTIN COLONY 

JOSEPH DIPIETRO 

I would like to share an in teres t ing experience I had with my Purple  Martins 
(Progne subis) in 1987. 

That  year  the mart ins  re turned  to the colony about the last  week in March, 
which is normal in this area.  The arr ival  of the older birds was more prolonged 
than usual, extending into early May, and the number of young birds re turning 
was disappoint ingly low. In 1986 I had about 40 pairs, and they produced many 
young. In 1987 the size of the colony did not increase and there  were only six pairs 
of f irst-year birds despi te  more than adequate housing. 

At  about dawn one day in mid-June I saw a Great  Horned Owl (Bubo virgin- 
ianus) si t t ing on a perch near the martin colony. Suddenly it swooped down to the 
martin castle. When it flew back to the perch its talons held a mart in,  which it 
proceeded to eat. I was able to frighten it away, and assumed it would not be back. 

Over the next  few weeks, and before any young mart ins  had fledged, I noticed 
that  a number of previously active nests were no longer being used. In addition, 
martin feathers  were sca t tered  over  a large portion of the back yard.  I also noticed 
an adul t  mart in without a tail. It  occurred to me that  the owl had re turned  and was 
working on the colony. That  night I turned on the floodlight and saw the owl 
s i t t ing on top of a shed about 30 feet  from the mart in houses. I t r ied to frighten it 
away, but it a lways re turned  within a couple of minutes. 

I witnessed several  a t tacks  on the mart in castles and on the smaller  trio houses. 
Each at tack I observed was successful and the owl seemed to know which holes 
had active nests.  The at tacks  were mostly on nests  that  had young on the verge of 
fledging. Grea t  Horned Owls are very large and when this bird landed on the 12- 
unit t r io house the wings and body covered the ent i re  unit. Each morning I found a 
pile of mart in feathers  under the owl's favori te perch. On several  nights the  owl 
s talked the colony from dusk to dawn, and before the predat ion ceased I lost about 
half the  colony. 

I think it is possible that  some of the people with mart ins  who have complained 
about colonies being abandoned may have had an owl problem. It  might  be easy to 
overlook an owl in this  si tuation for several  reasons. F i rs t ,  they  hunt in the dark. 
Second, they leave no sign of thei r  presence except  for feathers  sca t te red  in the 
area of the houses. Third, the other  mart ins  remained ent i re ly  silent during the 
at tacks.  

My colony is now sparrow free, s tar l ing free, paras i te  free, squirrel  proof, snake 
proof, and finally, owl proof. 

1512 Miller Rd., Westminster, MD 21157 
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REPORT OF THE STATE-WIDE BIRD COUNT, 
MAY 14, 1988 

JIM STASZ 

The 41st Annual May Count broke some new ground in our effort to learn more 
about spr ing migration.  Most of the previous "Bird Day" counts (all since 1954) 
were held on the first Sa turday  in May; this year  is the first of an extended series  
t h a t  wilt summarize the pa t te rn  of dis tr ibut ion across Maryland on the second 
Saturday.  Once again, all 23 counties and the Distr ict  of Columbia are represented  
on the main table. Comparable data were submit ted  from Delaware,  where 
members  of the Delmarva Ornithological Society held their  20th annual "Spring 
Round Up." Everyone had at  least  some neotropical migrants  and best  of all, no 
rain. 

The 415 observers  and 199 par t ies  were above a v e r a g e - a  remarkable  achieve- 
ment considering the re la t ive ly  late change from the "expected"  date  of May 7, a 
change that  resul ted in low coverage in Montgomery and Talbot counties. The 
5646 party-miles and 1355 party-hours were similarly good effort.  In comparison, 
Delaware fielded 96 observers  in 41 part ies,  and logged 1599 party-miles in 320 
party-hours.  In both s ta tes  the average par ty  walked just  under 4 miles at about 
0.8 mph and drove about 25 miles at  12.5 mph. It  is beyond the scope of this repor t  
to provide a complete comparison, but to tease  your in teres t :  in birds per party-  
hour, Delaware had 650 t imes more Short-billed Dowitchers,  266 t imes more 
Ruddy Turnstones,  236 t imes more Red Knots, and 200 t imes more Sanderl ings 
than Maryland,  ref lect ing Delaware 's  coastal position. Both s ta tes  had stat is t i -  
cally identical numbers of Wood Duck, Osprey,  Common Nighthawk,  Chimney 
Swift ,  E a s t e r n  Kingbi rd ,  European  S ta r l ing ,  and Common Yel lowthroa t .  
Maryland had 6.5 t imes more Eas te rn  Bluebirds, 8.4 t imes more Hooded Warb- 
lers, 13 t imes more Warbl ing Vireos, 25 t imes more Bobolinks, and, surpris ingly,  
26 t imes  more Royal Terns.  

For  the first  t ime in many years,  no new species were added to the composite 
list. When you consider tha t  the composite list for the first  40 years  is 325 species, 
this should be no surprise.  Perhaps  you now unders tand my request  for detai ls  
when someone offers a new species. The added coverage and our increased under- 
s tanding of what  should be expected has reduced the "glamour" of ra re  birds. In 
this category are 'birds  like the Northern Saw-whet Owl in Gar re t t  County, Logger- 
head Shrike in Washington,  Black-necked Sti l t  in Dorchester  and Somerset ,  and 
the typical Worces te r  finds: Brown Pelican, Nor thern  Gannet,  Jaeger ,  Red Knot, 
and Gull-billed Tern. The larger-than-usual  numbers  of Gray~cheeked Thrush (4}, 
Mourning Warb le r  (3}, and Lincoln's Sparrow (3) reflect the late date  of the count. 
When lists contain "crow sp.," there  is a be t te r  relat ionship in the rat io of 
America/Fish Crow; on the other  hand, repor t ing  dis tant  unidentifiable black- 
birds as "blackbird sp." serves  no useful purpose. I admit  there  is always a thril l  in 
finding and identifying a ra re  bird, but we should not forget  to use the same skill 
when identifying "mundane" species before adding them to the day's  tally. In com- 
piling this year ' s  list I have re ta ined a few birds with less than perfect  details ,  as 
their  inclusion does not de t rac t  from the overall  value of our efforts. Certain 
species, however, were t r ea ted  more carefully, especially if the re  is a real concern 
about their  regional population. The Sedge Wren is the best  example.  Pr ior  to 
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Table 1. StatewideBird Count, May 14, 1988 

Specie~ ( ; a r r .  AIIc. W a s h .  F r e d .  M o n t .  D.C. C a r r .  Howa .  Ba i t .  I i a r [ .  Cecl .  

C o m m o n  L o o n  I 2 5 6 1 - 

P i ed -b i l l e d  G r e b e  - - 

N o r t h e r n  G a n n e t  - - 

B r o w n  P e l i c a n  - - 
D o u b l e - c r e s t e d  C o r m o r a n t  - 7 8 37 70 

A m e r i c a n  B i t t e r n  - 1 - 

L e a s t  B i t t e r n  ~ - - - 
G r e a t  B l u e  H e r o n  " . 2 , 2 2 3 5 5 14 28 47 16 

G r e a t  E g r e t  _ 3 
- - 3 S n o w y  E g r e t  

L i t t l e  B l u e  H e r o n  - - - 

T r i c o l o r e d  H e r o n  - - - 1 

C a t t l e  E g r e t  - - - 10 

G r e e n  b a c k e d  H e r o n  13 2 4 11 14 5 5 12 8 9 I 

B l a c k - c r o w n e d  N i g h t - H e r o n  - 23 3 5 19 

Y e n o w - c r o w n e d  N i g h t - H e r o n  - - 2 

G l o s s y  I b i s  - - - 

T u n d r a  S w a n  - - 

M u t e  S w a n  - 14 - 

S n o w  G o o s e  - - - 

C a n a d a  G o o s e  19 5 42 51 87  6 112 95 50 107 81 

W o o d  D u c k  14 53 21 38 7 3 14 16 26 9 3 

A m e r i c a n  Black  D u c k  - 1 - 4 - 
M a l l a r d  26 30 100 47 48  31 60 196 130 78  46 

B l u e - w i n g e d  Tea l  3 2 6 1 - - 

N o r t h e r n  S h o v e l e r  - - - - 

G a d w a l l  - - - 

A m e r i c a n  W i g e o n  - - - 1 - 

R i n g - n e c k e d  D u c k  . . . . .  

G r e a t e r  S c a u p  . . . . .  

L e s s e r  S e a u p  . . . .  

B lack  S c o r e r  . . . .  

S u r f  S c o t e r  . . . . .  

C o m m o n  G o l d e n e y e  . . . .  

B u f f l e h e a d  _ - 1 - 

-- l - H o o d e d  M e r g a n s e r  

C o m m o n  M e r g a n s e r  _ _ 2 

R e d - b r e a s t e d  M e r g a n s e r  - - .  - 

R u d d y  D u c k  - - - 
B lack  V u l t u r e  .- 16 8 6 - 13 6 9 36  2 

T u r k e y  V u l t u r e  32 24 48 18 - 79 125 65 75  59 

O s p r e y  3 1 2 3 4 8 6 2 

Bald  E a g l e  A d u l t  - - - 2 2 
- - 2 - Bald  E a g l e  I m m a t u r e  

Ba ld  E a g l e  U n k n o w n  . . . . . .  

N o r t h e r n  H a r r i e r  . . . . .  

S h a r p - s h i n n e d  H a w k  2 - - - 3 4 2 2 1 

C o o p e r ' s  H a w k  - 1 - - 3 1 - 

R e d - s h o u l d e r e d  H a w k  - 2 - 5 10 - 9 43 15 3 - 

B r o a d - w i n g e d  H a w k  1 8 3 - 6 6 5 4 - 

R e d - t a i l e d  H a w k  4 5 4 5 1 - 21 15 12 25  3 

A m e r i c a n  K e s t r e l  2 5 4 10 1 1 15 13 12 6 2 

M e r l i n  . . . .  

P e r e g r i n e  F a l c o n  - - - 3 - - 
R i n g - n e c k e d  P h e a s a n t  6 8 - 68 6 14 1 3 
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Table 1 (cont.) Statewide Bird Count, May 14, 1988 

Pr .G .  A n n e  Calv .  C h a s .  S L M .  K e n t  Q u A n .  C a r o .  T a l b .  Dor¢ .  Wico .  S o m e .  W o r e .  T o t a l  C o ' ~  

1 5 1 4 I 2 2 - - 1 32 13 

3 . . . .  1 4 2 
. . . . .  3 3 1 

. . . . . .  1 I 1 

1 101 5 3 13 2 1 23  6 300  4 - 5 0  634  17 

1 - - 2 2 

- 2 1 - 3 - 1 - 8 5 

19 73  51 106 29 33  2 35  2 6 - 541 23  

9 3 11 - 2 1 20 - 6 12 68  10 

6 - 3 - 6 1 40 - 4 10 73  8 

. . . .  1 2 3 2 

- - 1 - 2 1 5 4 

1 3 " - 1 2 5 2 - 5 29  58  9 

9 11 5 5 15 11 20 16 1 15 - 5 1 198 23  

- 2 - 7 - - 2 - 10 4 75  9 

1 

27 31 

1 

- 5 - - - 

- 1 2 1 - 

8 1 32 10 1 - 20 

211 29  6 21 - I l l  47 9 8 45 

18 1 11 30  4 36 30 39  4 10 

15 2 9 5 33 6 - 15 

61 115 61 76 66 788  107 97 11 35 

- - - . - 7 

- | - - 

- - 2 - 2 

| - - - . -  - 

1 1 - 
- | 

- - 2 

- 34 1 

2 

4 

37 

34 

3 8 

6 20  

6 25  

- 2 

1 

- 1 

8 7 

- 1 

5 3 

9 1 

1 

26 

5 

1 1 - 

- - 1 

- 2 - 

3 7 22 2 14 11 3 

2 5  " 2 5  171 61 283  12 65  28  

23  34 49 20 22  17 30  1 

2 2 3 2 2 

1 1 2 2 - 
- 16 3 

- 1 1 - 5 1 

- 2 - 1 - 

13 6 3 2 4 1 - 

8 5 9 6 8 1 7 1 

1 1 4 2 4 - 
- | . . . .  

- - 1 - 1 - 

1 3 2 

11 3 19 3 

1 5 4 

86  7 

8 9 2 

4 24 1197 23  

2 389  22  

10 2 102 11 

8 64 2286  24 

8 27 6 

- 1 1 

8 12 3 

l 1 

- l 1 

1 1 

2 2 

1 l 

2 1 

35  2 

2 2 

• - 3 3 

4 2 

5 2 

1 3 2 

173 18 

25 52 1341 23  

[ 8 300  22 

- 17 0 

- 9 0 

- 19 . 8 

2 - 10 5 

- 17 8 

- 6 4 

- 134 16 

- 47 10 

3 - 158 22  

- 9 3  18 

1 1 

- 4 2 

- 108 9 
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• Table  1 (cont.) Statewide Bird Count, May 14,.1988 

Spec ies  G a ~ . ,  Al le . -  W a s h .  - FroM.. Mont.  D.C. Car r .  I l o w a . .  B a l l  I l a r L  Cecl. 

R u f f e d  G r o u s e  5 • 7 " -  - " - 
Wild  T u r k e y  5 10 1 - 

N o r t h e r n  B o b w h i t e  2 12 2 2 2 2 7 6 10 9 
Black Rai l  
C l a p p e r  Rail  

K ing  Rai l  

V i rg in i a  Rail 2 - • 1 _ 

S o f a  2 - 1 - 

C o m m o n  M o o r h e n  - - 
A m e r i c a n  Coot - - 

Black-be l l ied  P l o v e r  . . . .  

S e m i p a l m a t e d  P l o v e r  5 3 - - I 8 3 

K i l l d e e r  26 32 8 15 4 46 29 7 14 11 
A m e r i c a n  O y s t e r c a t c h e r  - - - 

. B l a c k - n e c k e d  S t i l t  - - - 

G r e a t e r  Ye l lowlegs  - - 2 - 8 
L e s s e r  Ye l lowlegs  2 1 - 3 4 - 4 

S o l i t a r y  S a n d p i p e r  21 6 3 2 5 23 19 8 1 
Wilier  - - 

• S p o t t e d  S a n d p i p e r  11 2 8 I 1 2 11 30 29 13 2 

U p l a n d  S a n d p i p e r  2 - - 
R u d d y  T u r n s t o n e  - _ _ 
R e d  K n o t  - _ 

S a n d e r l i n g  - _ _ 

S e m i p a l m a t e d  S a n d p i p e r  - " 2  - ] 2  - 

L e a s t  S a n d p i p e r  18 3 26 1 - - " 7 
W h i t e . r u m p e d  S a n d p i p e r  . . . .  

P e c t o r a l  S a n d p i p e r  - - - I 
P u r p l e  S a n d p i p e r  - - _ 
Dunl in  . - - - 1 

Sho r t -b i l l ed  D o w i t c h e r  . . . .  

C o m m o n  S n i p e  . . . . .  10 
A m e r i c a n  W o o d c o c k  1 10 - - 1 I 1 
J a e g e r  s p  . . . .  

L a u g h i n g  Gull - - 23 - 10 

B o n a p a r t e ' s  Gull 1 - 1 

Ring-b i l led  Gull 7 - 65 320 162 61 
H e r r i n g  Gull . - :- 3 80 • 15 4 
G r e a t  B l a c k - b a c k e d  Gull - - 2 25 21 4 
Gull sp .  25 14 

Gull-bi l led T e r n  - - 
C a s p i a n  T e r n  - - 3 - 1 
Royal  T e r n  - _ _ 
C o m m o n  T e r n  - -, 
Forster's Tern - ~- - I - 

Least Tern - ' - 89 - 

Black Tern 1 - 

Black Skimmer . . . .  

Rock D o v e  68 168 70 53 51 192 535 540 346 166 30 
. M o u r n i n g  Dove 35 121 112 155 175 73 443 436 196 247 44 

Black-bi l led  Cuckoo 1 9 5 3 5 13 6 - 

Yel low-bi l led Cuckoo  8 20 22 29 42 3 20 45 26 2 2 
C o m m o n  Barn-Owl  1 

E a s t e r n  S c r e e c h - O w l  2 5 1 - 5 3 

G r e a t  H o r n e d  Owl I 1 2 3 .1 2 I 

B a r r e d  Owl  3 1 2 .1 3 6 6 3 3 1 
N. Saw-whet Owl 1 - 

C o m m o n  N i g h t h a w k  I 23 - 1 9' _ 2 2 15 1 
Chuck-wi l l ' s -widow . . . .  1 - -  - 

Whip-poor-wi l l  1 5 - - - 2 - 16 1 1 
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Table I (cont.) Statewide Bird County, May 14, 1988 

Pr.( ; .  A n n e  Calv.  Ch a.,~. SI .M. Ken!  QuAn.  Car,).  T a l b .  D,~re. Wi~o. Some.  Wore .  T o t a l  Co's.  

- - - 12 
- l . . . .  17 

8 11 10 24 16 46 27 73 12 20 4 9 314 
- - "  7 - - 7 

- 1 - 4 - - 5 

- 3 

1 5 1 
2 2 

- 2 

3 2 
1 I 6 

12 8 8 5 12 

11 7 

3 - 1 
5 1 10 2 - 

1 5 
3 12 26 9 5 

I 

I 

24 16 6 

1 6 12 1 

- - .  4 ! 
4 22 47 

- - 1 
I - 1 

- 2 
12 "- - 6 
13 30 1 4 

- I 
- 1 

4 3 I 20 
- - 0 

- 20 
7 10 - 2 

- - 9 

- 5 I I 

6 761 240 41 326 

802 34 36 41 
192 53 10 76 

17 5 1 

- 35 

4 4 1 
- 55 45 16 

54 6 

15 5 

- ~ 7 10 
1 

1 4  252 I 4 
82 152 61 108 87 

1 - - 
12 9 2 19 8 

5 - 1 - 
1 3 2 4 1 

2 5 11 4 

- 2 

- 7 - - 5 

- 6 1 6  

4 
19 

2 
1 

86 
2 

18 

6 
4 
4 

13 

- - 12 
- 2 - 104 
- - 10 
- 4 7 
- - 2 

2 
4 

22 
I 

2 

- 40 133 5 

- 6 .  54  12 

- 2 3 308 22 L 
- 5 6 2 

5 6 2 

I 03 10 
28 9 

111 15 
5 28 59 5 

2 208 20 

- - - 3 

1 - - 3 50 54 

- 213 213 
- 3 30 34 

10 10 80 1 43 205 

25 12 80 201 
1 1 2 

4 - - - 5 
- - - 10 10 

390 - 100 491 

9 - 9 
1 - " 20 

5 1 4 - 32 

- - - I 1 
73 337 5,34 112 375 27 92 143 3100 

1 - I - 4 

445 115 51 18 10 3 123 1793 
17 1 170 30 15 91 757 
9 - 6 - 22 112 

- 74 

2 

3 
1 
3 

I1 

13 
2 
2 
1 
3 

1 

3 

12 
1 

15 

4 
16 

14 
10 

0 

- . - - 2 2 1 

- 1 3  5 

- 40 15 19 190 6 

2 30 - 110 202 5 
3 5 3 1 155 25 2 "  215 10 

6 2 5 - 64 183 7 

- - - 2 2 

- 3 - 30 33 2 

84 51 144 4 2 8 - 3 2786 22 
143 98 124 6 12 7 2 21 2940 24 

4 4 - 51 10 
14 13 36 9 20 2 3 366 23 
6 - 1 - 8 3 
4 1 1 1 3 1 - 33 13 

23 7 7 7 2 68 17 

8 7 9 1 1 1 - 2 80 21 

- - 1 1 
1 6 4 2 62 13 

27 1 5 2 8 .1 1 7 65 11 
7 2 11 4 3 2 - 77 14 
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Table 1 (cont.) Statewide Bird County, May 14, 1988 

Species Garr.  Alle. Wash.  Fred• Mont. D.C. Cart .  Howa. Bait• Harf, Cecl. 

Ch imney  Swif t  19 228 186 87 
Ruby- thr t 'd .  H u m m i n g b i r d  9 20 2 6 
Bel ted King f i she r  5 4 12 11 
Red-headed Woodpecker  - 2 
Red-bel l ied Woodpecker  66 72 66 

Yel.-bellied S a p s u c k e r  
Downy Woodpecke r  20 30 24 19 
Hai ry  Woodpecker  7 13 3 
N o r t h e r n  F l icker  6 56 31 34 
Pi lea ted  Woodpecker  1 27 14 9 

Olive-sided F lyca tche r  1 
Eas t e rn  Wood-Pewee 17 38 30 44 
Acadian F lyca tche r  8 18 25 26 
Willow F lyca tche r  5 1 1 
Leas t  F lyca tche r  18 1 

Empidonax sp. - - 
E a s t e r n  Phoebe  4 65 37 10 
Grea t  Cres t ed  F lyca t che r  30 84 41 31 
E a s t e r n  Kingb i rd  9 11 48 32 
Horned  Lark  4 4 - 

Purp le  Mar t in  12 - 45 20 
Tree  Swa l low 53 26 18 3 
N. Rough-winged  Swa l low 2 40 35 36 
Bank Swa l low 1 9 - 
Cliff Swa l low 4 9 I - 

Barn Swa l low 98 132 68 98 
Blue J a y  109 244 75 47 
Amer i can  Crow 108 174 259 150 
Fish Cro w 1 12 20 
Crow sp.  16 2 - 

Common Raven 1 2 
Black-capped Chickadee  98 51 2 - 
Carol ina  Chickadee  " - 39 36 
Tuf t ed  T i t mouse  21 93 47 56 
Red-breas ted  N u t h a t c h  4 6 l - 

Whi te -breas ted  Nu tha t ch  25 21 9 6 
Brown-headed Nu tha t ch  - - 
Brown Creepe r  5 - - 
Carol ina  Wren  2 42 42 25 
House  Wren  28 24 66 66 

Win te r  Wren  2 - - 
Marsh Wren - - 

Wren sp. - - 

Golden-crowned Kingiet I0 - - 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 5 I - 

Blue-gray Gna tca tche r  45 84 62 39 
E a s t e r n  Bluebird  7 39 62 17 
Veery 55 - 3 
Gray-cheeked T h r u s h  
Sw a i n s o n ' s  T h r u s h  2 1 7 - 

He rmi t  Th rush  15 1 
Wood T h r u s h  49 100 24 69 
A mer i can  Robin 181 629 245 144 
Gray Ca tb i rd  120 107 75 154 
N o r t h e r n  Mockingbi rd  37 47 66 

Brown T h r a s h e r  7 13 7 
Wate r  P ip i t  
Cedar  W a x w i n g  18 89 160 12 
L o g g e r h e a d  S h r i k e  - 1 
Eu ro p ean  S t a r l i n g  74 394 400 433 

62 80 161 ~42 161 101 82 
7 2 18 26 17 10 2 
3 1 11 13 12 11 3 

- 4 9 
73 39 119 249 104 53 22 

__ - 1 
40 21 43 63 44 14 4 

6 6 4 16 12 5 1 
43 13 79 74 84 41 5 
21 4 5 20 I1 4 

- 2 - 
49 9 56 106 50 29 7 
73 3 32 158 47 30 7 

- 6 2 - 
1 - 1 2 

9 1 31 49 57 29 6 
36 18 24 29 34 7 9 
31 7 58 135 62 53 12 

19 

7 41 30 28 44 9 
- 3 15 12 73 16 

3 5 19 65 75 13 19 
15 136 6 

7 27 86 

27 27 405 387 330 200 34 
108 55 261 327 225 151 29 
148 71 595 336 308 142 82 

9 11 57 17 16 19 15 
5 lOl 194 - 36 10 

87 
79 38 

11 8 

50 38 
71 12 

80 3 

12 

27 17 

1 

5 23 

4 5  37 
98 96 

153 99 
70 29 

2 11 

153 228 

197 325 

51  67 182 120 54 14 
90 234 131 24 2 

21  15 19 6 

- l 1 "  1 

37 82 57 24 4 

97 81 63 11 5 

- 2 2  I I 

- ! l - 

6 2  190 115 40 3 
100 115 49 40 5 

8 33 37 10 - 
- 2 - - 
5 28 19 3 - 

- - 2 - 

1 1 6  324 111 59 25 
458 756 203 302 47 
367 746 203 133 14 
167 264 97 106 30 

33 30 9 14 7 

59 188 297 63 43 

1009 1242 1063 761 110 
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Table (cont.) Statewide Bird County, May 14, 1988 

P r . G .  A n n e  Calv, C h ~ .  SLM. Ken t  QuAn. Caro. Talb.  Dorc. Wlco. Some. Wore. Total  Co's. 

24 61 34 30 73 102 43 133 10 20 1 12 13 1968 24 
5 11 16 14 10 29 10 33 3 2 2 1 4 . 260 24 
2 8 2 3 7 2 11 1 122 19 

1 2 5 2 - - . 7 2 - • 34 9 
36 65 18 67 19 73 52 85 8 10 5 2 7 1310 23 

. . . .  1 1 
8 39 4 18 6 30 4 25 2 5 3 1 5 472 24 
1 5 - 4 2 15 6 7 4 5 1 1 . 2 125 22 

11 31 2 8 7 58 32 40 2 20 2 1 5 685 24 
21 14 4 11 4 2 - 7 1 5 1 5 191 21 

. . . . .  3 2 
15 34 10 49 16 52 34 24 5 20 1 7 7 709 24 
18 22 17 42 11 31 6 27 " 2 4 2 3 5 617 24 

. . . . . .  15 5 

. . . . . .  23 5 

- - 1 
5 11 6 32 
8 33 6 21 

29 24 23 30 
2 

79 66 161 68 

35 6 24 13 
7 15 10 

42 4 

3 
8 ,2 -8 ~6 

11 69 47 94 
35 66 44 61 
2 25 6 40 

29 182 107 374 
10 200 37 28 
- 2 9  7 33 
- 3 1 1  - 

52 175 152 161 108 651 158 524 
32 598 lO0 38 
57 195 48 114 
12 112 19 17 

5 4 

3 2  96 .10 47 
39 99 14 87 
- 1 

3 6 - 11 

2 1  73 21 35 
5 29 3 3 

I 7 18 6 

- I - 

1 3  46 4 80 
75.  2 44 69 

2 3 20 

3 14 22 

1 2 - 
35 59 23 64 
64 184 46 III 

82 80 6 32 
37 59 19 47 

7 13 6 14 

6 3  272 125 124 

124 215 165 171 

72 169 82 184 
77 102 33 176 
29 68 89 42 
60 

12 161 39 109 7 15 
30 66 50 114 7 13 
- 1 - - 

I 2 2 - 

6 - - 5 

4 8  95 29 41 16 11 
- 34 16 14 13 

6 33 7 2 34 
- 3 ' -  - 

8 - - 

17 46 18 31 3 3 
49 38 28 174 40 15 

1 5 - 1 
- 1 - - 
1 9 - 1 3 

- -  11 - - 
21 159 71 129 14 20 
81 965 180 315 4 45 
51 132 60 67 4 17 
55 149 75 104 4 9 

20 26 19 59 1 - 

I 

4 7  384 41 23 16 4 

148 518 231 698 15 50 

- - 4 2 
-2 - 1 - -2 411 22 
8 30 9 9 14 702 24 
9 20 1 4 2 806 24 
2 7 - 112 I0 

4 40 19 - 38 1403 21 
95 1 5 4 677 21 

8 - - 421 18 

- - 524 8 
- - 134 6 

40 95 10 18 37 3987 24 
4 12 2 2 17 2943 24 

10 25 8 30 . 3248 23 
1 45 18 629 21 

- 5 5 443 0 

- - 3 2 
- 151 3 

6 11 22 1217 22 
4 1 25 1364 24 

- - 13 5 

1 167 17 
2 1 - 14 • 4 

- - 8 4 
2 2 9 806 24 

I 6 648 21 

- - 2 1 
30 168 13 
- - 3 0 
- - 10 1 

- 17 6 

8 3 16 1011 24 
4 4 5 993 23 

- - 222 14 
- - 4 3 

- 146 16 

- - 3 2  6 

4 3 16 1607 24 
12 4 51 5222 24 
10 19 10 2751 24 
8 9 16 1504 23 

18 - 316 20 
- 1 1 

12 10 2431 23 
- 1 1 

14 51 202 8610 24 
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Table 1 (cont.) Statewidi~ Bird Count,May 14, 1988 

Species Gaff. Alle. Wash. Fred. Monl. D.C. Carr. Howa. Balt .  Harf. Ce¢l. 

.White-eyed Vireo 6 15 - 9 25 2 23 185 80 67 16 
Solitary Vireo 11 3 - - 2 2 - 
Yellow-throated Vireo - 6 4 4 18 I 14 25 22 7 - 
Warbling Vireo - I 74 8 23 2 II II  4 3 - 
Red-eyed V reo 72 152 47 64 135 64 91 . 454 221 119 9 

Blue-winged Warbler  1 7 - 3 2 I 9 18 8 9 2 
Brews te r ' s  Warbler  - - - I 
Golden-winged Warb le r  25 31 - - - 1 - 
Tennessee  Warbler  3 3 2 " 2 8 5 6 7 I 
Nashville Warbler  1 2 - 6 - 1 3 

Northern Parula 9 2 9 5 45 6 29 I00  61 I0 1 
Yellow Warbler  53 83 35 43 I0 5 88 113 81 80 12 
Chestnut-sided Warb le r  118 5 8 4 1 5 22 20 2 
Magnolia Warbler  35 9 5 2 1 9 4 7 25 9 
Cape May Warbler  2 2 3 2 2 8 4 1 

BIk.-thrt'd. Blue Warb le r  9 1 1 12 12 5 11 11 2 
YeL-rumped (Myr tlel  Warb le r  4 5 10 10 4 8 17 14 25 2 
Blk.-thrt 'd. Green Warbler  32 4 3 I 2 4 5 16 1 
Blackburnian Warb le r  10 3 1 1 5 6 8 4 1 
Yellow-throated Warbler  5 1 9 4 1 9 1 

Pine Warb le r  8 : 3 - 3 4 9 2 1 7 
Prairie Warbler  1 22 5 5 8 1 4 46 21 30 5 
Palm Warb le r  1 - - - 
Bay-breasted Warbler  39 3 - 1 4 2 4 9 1 
Blaekpoll Warbler  2 I 5 2 36 8 3 22 23 5 

Cerulean Warbler  1 6 1 - 9 16 22 7 4 
Black-and-white Warb le r  16 9 18 - 1 7 20 45 44 15 4 
American Reds ta r t  26 37 12 20 35 23 50 143 83 48 3 
Prothonotary  Warb le r  " 1 10 6 22 1 - 2 4 3 
Worm-eating Warb le r  1 8 2 3 - I 12 11 16 5 5 

Ovenbird 33 46 18 31 25 28 182 79 15 39 
Nor thern  Watert ,  hrush 5 15 7 5 1 - 4 4 2 - 
Louisiana Wate r th rush  2 14 7 5 14 1 13 36 22 6 - 
Kentucky Warbler  5 20 19 10 4 21 73 39 10 
Mourning Warbler  1 - 1 - 1 - 

Common Yell~wthroat  131 83 12 38 29 10 112 287 128 88 17 
Hooded Warbler  10 9 4 7 7 -47 25 - 
Wilson's Warbler  5 - 1 I I 5 . - - 
Canada Warbler  5 3 3 8 5 31 29 10 1 
Yellow-breasted Chat  1 24 2 3 9 11 37 4 14 12 

Summer Tanager  1 - l - 
Scarlet Tanager  68 84 16 27 29 19 49 109 65 35 6 
Nor thern  Cardinal 59 171 136 143 184 80 293 609 273 211 54 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 82 16 5 17 7 6 35 41 4 - 
Blue Grosbeak 1 - 2 I 1 - 

• Indigo Bunting 123 189 51 59 82 4 • 94 318 121 95 38 
Dickcissel . . . .  3 
Rufous-sided Towhee 152 151 14 24 39 42 74 22-0 76 31 9 . 
Chipping Sparrow 162 184 51 19 5 7 108 168 95 52 4 
Field Sparrow 63 50 13 35 47 - 65 90 12 16 13 

Vesper Sparrow 2 1 - 1 1 - 21 - - 
Savannah Sparrow 15 4 - I - 7 - 7 - 
Grasshopper  Sparrow 3 15 I 19 2 - 88 23 2 I 2 
Henslow's Sparrow . . . . .  
Sharp-tailed Sparrow . . . . . .  

Seaside Sparrow - -  - - 
Song Sparrow 128 96 60 113 80 35 208 222 84 46 13 
Lincoln's Sparrow 1 - - - 1 - 
Swamp Sparrow 41 1 1 1 2 1 2 - 2 
White-throated Sparrow 3 4 3 2 5 - 15 6 1 1 
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Table ! (cont.). Statewide Bird Count, May 14, .1988 

Pr-G.-- - Ann 'e ' -  " 'Calv. - Chas.'~ -St .b l . -"  "Kent  -QuA'n.  - -Caro . - - - -Talb .  Dorc. Wico. Some. Wore." -~'ot-al' -Co 'so  

21 ..886 23 35 38- 13 77 40 95 29 66 9 15 5 15 
- 2 - - 1 

9 4 . 2 16 - - .12 3 8 1 - 
1 - - 3 1 ! 

83 193 94 213 54 121 37 90 II "9 2 -5 

I 1 - 3 - - - 

_ ] - • - 

1 - 1 - 5 : - - 
2 - 3 - - - 

25 27 11 72 18 11 3 " 3 2 
30 21 5 17 7 107 19 12 1 16 - 12 

1 7 - 1 8  6 t - 

- 1 3  - 6 1 6  1 1 - 1 

- 1 4 1 - - 1 

1 8 1 2 - 4 l - 
8 1 2 5 "6 25 9 4 1 - 1 

2 8 - 8 I - 
1 2 1 3 7 - - 
1 2 5 6 - 3 - 1 2 

1 1 3  6 32 15 27 8 15 3 25 1 5 

19 6 I0  35 47 6 2 12 . 2 4 5 2 

I - 1 2 - - - 

2 2 • 2 1 8 8 - 1 - 
8 35 11 28 5 4 18 4 

2 - 1 4 - - - 
2 22 7 17 15 12- 6 -6 1 -2 1 2 

12 40 4 30 11 29 2 - 2 
2 2 3 12 1 11 24 39 - -8 3 4 

- 1 6 5 1 4 1 2 

35 40 16 60 20 68 11 81 8 20 6 13 
2 3 1 3 1 1 - 

2 1 1 9 t 3 3 8 - 
5 12 7 25 9 14 3 12 1 1 - 1 

35 80 15 71 76 155 61 70 5 50 3 10 

I1 12 13 70 7 1 - 1 
2 1 - 1 - - 
2 7 - -  1 4 1 1 - 

16 13 10 45 23 48 9 25 4 12 4 2 

- .1 1 2  4 8 1 8  4 1 8  2 2 

31 56 15 34 13 35 14 36 6 .3 2 4 
98 213 64 97 139 453 178 168 14 20 11 3 
- 8 - 5 2 2 1 - 1 
4 6 7 11 13 42 11 81 4 18 -2 

34 51 47 173 110 223 78 89 17 29 6. 6 

1 - - - - 
25 69 3 59 28 60 31 53 2 10 2 4 
53 43 24 56 101 114 46 97 6 10 10 10 
18 24 11 54 16 88 29 33 2 9 3 

- . 4 1 4 - - 

5 I 2 I - 
14 5 3 24 28 8 15 13 1 2 2 

- - - 1 - 

- 1 6  - 
- 1 - 

- 1 4  3 - 3 - - 45 39 
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Table I (cont.) Statewide Bird Count, May 14. 1988 

Species Garr.  AID. Wash.  Fred. Mont'. D.C. Carr. Hewn. Ball .  Ha re  Ce¢.l. 

Whi te .c rowned  S p a r r o w  2 2 - 3 I - 
Dark-eyed Junco  I - - 
~ b o l i n k  ! 12 35 2 3 - 43 32 I I 200 5 
Red-winged Blackbird 194 185 74 203 45 42 581 738 417 173 65 
Eas t e rn  Mead owla rk  42 34 45 37 3 - 196 33 15 12 12 

Rus ty  Blackbird  - 1 - 
Boat-tai led Grackle  - - 
Common Grackle  132 397 471 472 134 20 805 715 427 410 140 
Bro w wb ead ed  Cowbi rd  42 166 73 8"2 106 ~ 144 239 172 80 30 
Blackbird  sp. - 91 

Orchard  Oriole I 4 2 l0  °.23 3 17 29 10 12 8 
N . iBah  imore} Oriole 1! 75 138 47 52 7 58 107 86 30'  22 
Purp le  F inch  2 - 1 5 I 
House F inch  36 147 96 42 121 85 135 248 148 66 80 
Pine S isk in  18 18 2 - 1 

Amer ican  Goldfinch 72 165 168 192 103 29 217 709 367 269 21 
Even i n g  Grosbeak  7 2 - 
House S p a r r o w  40 121 144 134 63 206 350 354 223 45 22 

Total  Ind iv idua ls  

T o t a l S p e r i e s  

3931 6590 4650 4360 4062 2666 10637 15778 9866 6402 1931 

141 137 108 106 115 100 126 131 155 136 112 

O b s e r v e r s  

Par t i e s  

Par ty-mi les :  
Foot 
Car 
Boat 
Other  

Total  Mi les  

Pa r ty  hours :  
Foot 
Car 
Boat 
Feed e r  watch 
Other  

Total  H o u r s  

Hours  Owl ing  
Miles O wl i n g  

Time at S t a r t  
Time at End  

T e m p e r a t u r e :  AM 
Noon . 
PM 

Wind:AM 
Noon  
PM 

% of Clouds :  AM 
Noon 
PM 

Prer ip .  

12 ~ 19 13 18 9 34 49 47 20 4 

9 14 8 4 l0  4 17 '20 20 9 2 

26.25 51 26.5 19 40 
199.2 367 189 130 25.5 

0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 

225.45 418 215.5 149 65.5 

21 39 136 63 35.5 18 
25 400 334 234 478 260 

0 O 0 2 0 0 
0 O O 0 O 0 

46 439 470 299 513.5 278 

31.45 48.2 30 28 48.5 26.5 
34.8 43 12.5 H 1.67 0.5 

0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 ! 0 0 0 
0 0 0 O 0 0 

66.25 91.2 4 3 . 5  39 50.17 27 

54 147 - 97.5 45.5 20 
25 25 24 35 12 

0 0 4.5 0 0 
0 0 17 O 0 

10 0 0 1.5 0 
89 172 143 . 82 32 

3 3 0 0 0 1 3 1 1.5 4 0.5 
2 25 0 O O 0 5 2 3 :~4 4 

0:43 4:30 6:00 6.-00 5:45 4:30 4:45 4:45 6:00 4.'00 4:00 
23:10 21:00 17:00 18:00 17:30 16:30 22:15 21:00 21:00 19:15 20.'00 

45 
71 
77 

0 
0 

85 
0 

56 60 50 61 60 ? 60 55 55 60 
70 74 60. 74 75 ? 70 74 65 68 
75 70 65 73 80 ? 80 76 75 72 

5 N E  0 N N W  1ONW ? 0 0 5N 2 
10 N E  10NW S 15NW ? 5 V A R  5NE 5N 5 

0 10NW ? 15NW ? 10VAB 10NE 10N 5 

25 40 10 1O 10 ? 0 50 60 1O0 
50 10 10 O ? 0 75 50 95 
75 75 10 10 0 ? 0 75 10 70 

0 0 O O 0 O O 0 0 0 
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Table I (cont.) Statewide Bird Count, May 14, 1988 

Pr.G. Anne Calv. Cha~. S L M .  Kent QuAn. Caro. Talb. Dorc. Wico. Some. Wore. Total CÜ'a. 

I - 4 I 

- 2 

3 56 61 1 " 30 1 30 
187 331. 63 204 281 1298 355 477 

2 7 '  9 9 16 38 12 18 

- - 4 - 

94 258 205 297 433 1064 560 1234 
49 63 34 61 27 462 35 143 

I1 24 27 14 
- 12 3 14 5 

- 1 
37 151 72 33 18 

I 1 - 2 - 

99 122 70 40 16 

29 101 42 38 108 

82 15 144 
49 13 41 

1 
139 32 e7 

188 34 130 

139 89 275 

- - 14 7 
- - 3 2 
7 - 632 17 

45 500 2 137 47 6644 24 
20 20 1 581 21 

- - 5 2 
10 24 39 73 3 

70 300 93 74 131 8936 24 
15 75 5 - 61 2194 23 

- - 91 0 

II 45 9 2 1 504 23 
1 - 771 19 

- 11 6 
1 4 2 - 9 1769 23 

- - 43 .7  

11 21 7 1 10 3061 24 
- 6 - 15 3 

6 18 4 34 38 2573 24 

2766 7280 3146 4410 3960 13074 4622 9122 809 4330 515 992 2625 128522 

119 145 144 116 130 169 130 119 97 144 77 98 114 247 

13 35 10 9 11 14 9 35 2 6 4 6 9 415 

5 14 5 6 4 6 6 24 1 2 3 2 4 199 

27.5 41 14.5 27 32 19 18 29 44 2 
22 106 165.5 293 178 423 219.7 419 6 210 

0 0 0 0 0 0 2 3 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

49.5 147 180 320 210 442 239.7 451 50 212 

39 60 17.25 29.5 23.5 20 14.25 51 4.5 10 
3 13.5 5.5 19 8.5 43 19 30 1.5 6 2 
0 0 0 0 0 0 3 6 0 0 0 
0 8.5 24.5 1.5 0 0 8 12 0 0 10 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

42 82 47.25 50 32 63 44.25 99 6 16 13.5 

2 3 3.5 737.75 
41 109 67 4900.9 

0 0 0 7 
0 0 0 0 

43 112 70.5 5645.65 

1.5 5 9.75 861.9 
3 5 383.47 
0 0 13.5 
0 2 84.5 
0 0 11.5 
8 16.75 1354.87 

2.5 2 3 4.25 3 7 5.5 5.5 2 7 0 
6 8 1 28 30 80 54 15 30 40 . 0 

5:00 6:00 3:30 4:00 4:30 2:00 1:55 3:30 3:30 0°00 
24:00 21:30 18:00 20:20 21:00 17:00 22:00 20:30 11:30 24:00 

60 59 55 
75 73 76 
64 65 77 

55 50 55 55 56 ? 55 
75 71 72 69 72 ? 
80 78 76 68 70 ? 75 

5 12N 0 5NE 0 ? S 
7 18N 15NE 10NE 15SW ? NE 
5 25N 15NE 15NE 5SE ? VAR 

75 30 0 0 10 ? ? 
50 25 I0 I0 60 ? ? 
10 10 40 60 90 ? ? 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

10 0 10N 
10 20NE 20N 

VAR 0 10N 

20 FOG HAZE 
20 40 0 

• 20 20 0 

0 0 0 

0 1.5 60.25 
0 ? 367 

? 6:00 4:23 0.'00 
? 18:00 20:00 24:'00 

? ? ? 45 
70 70 70 

? ? ? 80 
? ? ? 
? ? ? 
? ? ? 
? ? ? 

0 0 0 
0 0 0 . 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
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1977 this was a regular species, but since then there has been a noticeable decline. 
Recently it was given the special status of "In Need of Conservation" by the 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources,. We can provide valuable informa- 
tion on this and other species if we are careful to keep a creditable tally. 

Most observers realize(~ immediately that the changeto the second Saturday in 
May would be reflected in the counts of many species. Table 2 illustrates some of 
the changes. I have selected the species that changed the most when compared to 
the average of the ten previous State-wide Bird Counts (1978-1987). For each year 
the number of birds per 100-party hours was calculated; then the average of the 
ten values was computed. To determine the magnitude of the change, the number 
of birds per 100-party hours in 1988 was divided by the average for the ten prev- 
ious years (e.g., the average number of Eastern Wood-Pewees [late migrants] was 
10 times the average of the previous counts, while Water Pipits [early migrants] 
were about one one-hundredth the previous average). Also included in Table 2 are 
the highest and lowest values of birds per 100 party-hours for the period 1978-1987; 
note that all of the highs are "new high" and all but one of the lows "new low." 

Table 2. Species with the greatest  changes from the preceding decade 
(reflecting the impact of the late date in 1988). 

Average Ratio Highest Lowest 
1988 1978-87 1988/Avg. 1978-87 1978-87 

Species significantly up (all traditional late migrants) 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 52.330 5.174 10.11 23.71 1.59 
Canada Warbler 8.193 0.814 10.07 1.88 0.07 
Bay-breastecl Warbler 6.421 0.731 8.79 1.41 0.29 
Acadian Flycatcher. - 45.539 5.252 8.67 22.85 0.68 
Indigo Bunting • 150.420 21.458 7.01 64.12 3.51 
Common Nighthawk 4.576 0.711 6.44 1.52 0.24 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 27.014 4.407 6.13 11.85 0.22 
Blackpoll Warbler 16.238 2.685 6.05 10.69 0.44 
Magnolia Warbler 10.628 2.691 3.95 5.58 0.88 
Cedar Waxwing 179.427 49.200 3.65 136.48 21.12 

Species significantly down (all departing winter residents) 
Water Pipit 0.074 6.729 0.01 14.25 0.86 
Purple Finch 0.812 53.158 0.02 129.65 1.82 
Ruddy Duck 0.221 11.752 0.02 74.42 0.70 
White-throated Sparrow 5.019 268.771 0.02 574.16 85.02 
Lesser Scaup 0.148 6286 0.02 16.95 0.94 
Bonaparte's Gull 0295 7.996 0.04 10.06 0:16 
Myrtle Warbler 11283 335.775 0.05 762.78 153.51 
Rusty Blackbird 0269 5.741 0.08 16.95 1.42 
American Coot 0.148 1.975 0.08 7.49 022 
Dai-k-eyed Junco 0221 3.549 0.08 8.93 1.56 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1255 15.736 0.09 33~6 9.95 
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Table 3 lists those species for which the number of birds per 100 party-hours  in 
1988 was almost  identical to the average  for the years  1978-1987 (ratio of 1988/ 
average  was between 0.95 and 1.05). A more sophist icated s tat is t ical  t e s t  probably 
would show tha t  counts of many more species were not significantly different  from 
the ten-year  mean. Of the 201 species found all of the previous ten years ,  only 
Green-winged Teal was missed in 1988. 

Table.3. Species with counts unchanged from 1978-87 mean. 

Grea t  Egre t  
Snow Goose 
Canada Goose 
Wood Duck 
Turkey Vulture 
Osprey 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
American Kest re l  
Black Rail 
Rock Dove 

Belted Kingfisher 
Red-headed Woodpecker  
Nor thern  Fl icker  
Horned Lark 
Bank Swallow 
American Crow 
Fish Crow 
Tufted Titmouse 
Whi te-breas ted  Nuthatch 
American Robin 

European Star l ing 
Cape May Warb le r  
Worm-eat ing Warb le r  " 
Common Yellowthroat  
Nor thern  Wate r th rush  
Northern  Cardinal 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
Chipping Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
Seaside Sparrow 
Brown-headed Cowbird 

Lynn Davidson, Michael and Paul O'Brien, and Paul Pisano made a remarkable  
run from the highlands of Gar re t t  County to Ocean City and back to Ell iott  Island 
in Dorchester  County before calling it a day. Their  composite list of 189 species, 
though not a record, was quite an achievement. Although excit ing to the observers ,  
these multi-county marathons  are not compatible with the object ives of consistent  
May Count coverage. The best  birding areas,  from which such a team "skims the 
cream" in a few minutes,  deserve  the more intensive coverage tha t  local obseryers  
can provide. We have not ye t  found a way to work out duplication of bird counts 
and apport ion party-hours  and party-miles  in si tuations where two par t ies  count 
some of the same individual birds. Imagine what the same all-day effort would 
have yielded if it had been concentrated in uncovered port ions of Worces te r  
County. 

The next  State-wide Bird Count is scheduled for May 8, 1989. We have never  
had more than 478 observers  and have never  achieved adequate  coverage in every  
county. S ta r t  planning now. 

OBSERVERS 
GARRETT COUNTY: Lynn Davidson, Steve Gnegy, Sheila Hughes, Michael & Paul 

O'Brien, Paul Pisano, Fran Pope (compiler: 503 F Street, Mt. Lake Park 21550), Bill Pope, 
Connie Skipper, Sallie Thayer, David Walbeck, Gary Yoder. 

ALLEGANY COUNTY: Helen Brake, Roy Brown, Bill Devlin, Lisa Drees, Bill & Gladys 
Faherty, Charlotte Folk, Evelyn Hodgdon, Ray Kiddy, Dorothea & Henry Malec, Margie & 
Ed Mattingly, Ann & Paul Smith, Eric Miller, Lamar & Mary Minnick, John Pfeiffer, Teresa 
Simons (compiler: 141 North Bel Air Drive~ Cumberland 21502), Grace Stark, Mary. & Robert 
Twigg, David Walbeck, Mark Weatherholt, John Willets, David Winner. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY: Rick, Ted, & Sunny Banvard, Genevieve Beck, Mary Corder- 
man, Lynn Davidson, Beulah Green, Laura Grove, Wilbur Harsehbarger, Mary Keedy, 
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Robert Keedy (compiler: 1040 Columbia Road, Hagerstown 21740), Judith Lilga, Alice 
Mallonee, Bob Moss, Jean Neely, Michael & Paul O'Brien, Paul Pisano, Sharon Raun. 

FREDERICK COUNTY: Norm Chamberlin, Helen Harrocks, Carolyn & Ken Maize, 
Charles Mullican, William Shirey, Linda Smith, Ron Sundergill, John Thrasher, David 
Wallace, Michael Welch (compiler: 1832 Millstream Drive, Frederick 21701), Marilyn Yost. 

CARROLL COUNTY: Rick Blom, Melinda Byrd, Bill Ellis, Dot & Harry Gerke, Wayne 
Gordon, Barbara Hale, Bonnie & Mark Handwerk, Kathy & Kurt Harden, John Hattrup; 
Dave, Emmeline, & Michelle Hudgins; Diane, Eleanor, & Rodney Jones, Anne & Pat Moretti, 
Geraldine Newton; Andrew, Brenda, Lisa, & Will Oldham, Jr., Jerry O'Malley, Mary Phil- 
lips, Carole Poole, Bob Ringlet (compiler: 6272 Pinyon Pine Court, Eldersburg 21784), Sharon 
Schwemmer, Rick Thomas; Bill, Jean, & Jody Worthley. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA: David Blockstein, Ellen & Robert Caswell, Dave Czaplak 
(compiler: 3133 Connecticut Avenue #218, Washington, D.C. 20008), Ottavio Janni, Ann 
Kennedy, Helen Meleney, Mary Ann Todd, Patricia Wood. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY: Larry Bonham, D. H. Michael & Joy S. Bowen, Joan Boud- 
reau, Betty Chance, Robert Hilton, Ann Hobbs, Vince Jones, David Livengood, Nancy & 
Stuart MacClintock, Gall Mackiernan, Mac & Minette McCullough, Don Mehlman, Joan 
Miller, Gary Nelson, Paul Pisano (non-participating compiler: 626 S. 18th Street, A~'lington, 
VA 22202), John Summer. 

HOWARD COUNTY: Maude Banks, George Chase, Marty Chestem, Mary Lou Clark, 
Eileen & John Clegg, Jane Farrell, Jane & Ralph Geuder, Richard Giannola, Cathy Glacken, 
Shiras Guion, Don Haft, Alex & Helene Hammer, Anne & Ken Hart, Dave Harvey, Kevin 
Heffernan, Ann Higgins, Marcia Krishnamoorthy, Marge Kupiec, Mike Leumas, Brigitte 
Lund, Nancy Magnusson, Grazina & Mike McClure, Peter Osenton, Dave & Elaine Pardoe, 
Don & Jan Randle, Carol Renfrew, Nanine Rhinelander, Maureen Ritz, Chandler Robbins, 
Carol Rykaczewski, Steve Sandford, Nick Short, Karen Skuldt, Jo Solem, Chuck & Linda 
Stirrat, Eva Sunnel], Charles Swift, Mark Wallace, Cathy Williamson, Michele Wright, Paul 
Zucker (compiler: 112 Finale Terrace, Silver Spring 20901). 

BALTIMORE COUNTY: John & Peg Barber. Peggy Bohanan, Charles Brohawn, Betty & 
Bob Christopher, Bob Dixon. JoAnn Dreyer, Graham Eggerton, Shirley Geddes, Theresa 
Guckert, Fred Habicht Jr., Jim Highsaw, Michael Hollins, Kye Jenkins. David Johnson. 
Haven Kolb, Jim Orgain, Earl Palmer, Patsy Perlman, Mac Plant. James Poultney, Linda 
Prentice, Anne Redfern, Michael Reid, Nancy Rowe (with 7 other area residents), Mark & 
Valerie Rychwalski, Jeff Schnader, Harry & Mary Shock, Stephen Simon, Irene Singerwald. 
Ed Smith, Hank Stanton, Debbie Terry. Robin Todd, Robin Tress, Pete Webb (compiler: 7014 
Lancaster Road, Baltimore 21207), Hal & Matilda Weiss, Jim Wilkinson. 

HARFORD COUNTY: Bill Braerman, Jon Cupp Jr. & Sr., Les Eastman (compiler: 4034 
Wilkinson Road, Havre de Grace 20178), Mark Johnson, Ruth Mahan, Marge McCarthy, Bill 
McIntosh, Schmedley McNulty, Bill & Rich Pfingsten, Pete Phillips, Don Soubie, Spike 
Updegrove, Robert Vantrigt, Van Vogel, John & Lorna Wortman, Marlene Wheeler, Mike 
Wise. 

CECIL COUNTY: Gerald Elgert, Harold Fogleman Jr., Harold Fogleman Sr. (compiler: 
1170 Wilson Road, Rising Sun 21911), John Price. 

PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY: Marty Barron, Lana Beers, Dan & Renee Burns, Deanna 
Dawson, Marta Dreie, Kathleen Klimkiewicz, Elwood Martin, Tony Ostrekar, Joel Rhymer, 
Bill Ruxton (compiler: 13023 Trumbull Drive, Upper Marlboro 20772), Mike Sorenson, Jean 
Tierney. 
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A N N E  ARUNDEL COUNTY: Dell Alexander, Maggie Cadwalader, Kelly & Richard 
Carson, Jim Cheevers, Pat Chiles, Amelia Cochran, Dana Fox, Sally Henderson, Peggy 
Henson, Cynthia & Richard Jones, Emily Joyce, Bunny Knipp, Mark Markell, Dotty Mum- 
ford (compiler: 1900 General's Highway, Annapolis 21401), Rob Peeples, Venna Pelteselo, 
Niles Primrose, Joyce Reinhart, Sue Ricciardi, Ed & Pat Rogers, Howard Rovelstadt, K. 
Rowe, Deborah D. Rudis, Ann Schmeisser, Janice Scott, Guy Stark, H. Goodwin Stevenson, 
Carol Swartz. Don & Doris Tippens, Hal Wierenga. 

CALVERT COUNTY: David & Paula Bohaska, Alma Bowen, Ed Boyd, John H. Fales 
(compiler: 2809 Ridge Road, Huntingtown 20639), Don & Helen Jones, Geoffrey Parker, Jim 
Stasz, Miriam D. Wagner. 

CHARLES COUNTY: Carol Ghebelian, Cora Fulton, Polly Hancock, Ron Kalgarise, Pat & 
Paul Nistico, Olive Sorzano, Andrew Wilmot, George Wilmot (compiler: 401 Amherst Road, 
Bryans Road 20616}. 

ST. MARY'S COUNTY: Anne Bishop, Bob Boxwell, Jim Boxwell, Patty Craig, Dawn 
Cuthell, Walter Deshler, Mike Donovan, Stan Fuller, Grace & John Horton, Ernest Willough- 
by (compiler: 6 Hartman Drive, Lexington Park 20653). 

KENT COUNTY: Maggie Duncan, Helen Gibson, Jim & Patricia Gruber, Steve Hitchner, 
John Lorenz, Joe McCann St. & Jr., Helga Orrick, Floyd Parks (compiler: 129 Washington 
Avenue, Chestertown 21620), Jared Parks, Lanetta Parks, Zachary Parks, Martha Werle. 

QUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY: Craig Frase, Roland Limpert, Leland G. & Norma J. 
McCollough, Leland W. McCollough (compiler: Rt. 2 Box 537-M, Chester 21619), Carol B. 
McCollough, Wilbur Rittenhouse, William J. L. Sladen. 

CAROLINE COUNTY: Katharine Adams, Kelly Allen, Anna Bilbrough, Annabelle Bil- 
brough, Elsie Bilbrough, Meri Christian, Chris Dorset, Charles Elwanger, Ethel & Wilber 
Engle, Connie, Jerry, Robert & Roberta Fletcher, Alfred Gelletly, Lauren & Mark Grande, 
Marvin Hewitt, Inez Gline, Anna Jones, Alicia Knotts, Minnie Miller, Agnes Morgan, 
Mariana Nuttle, Jan Reese, Wilbur Rittenhouse (compiler: Rt. 1 Box 13, Queen Anne 21657), 
Bill Robinson, Ross Robinson, Bill Scudder, Carol Scudder, L. T. Short, Darron, Isabelle & 
Michael Todd. 

TALBOT COUNTY: Steve Ford, Don Meritt. 

DORCHESTER COUNTY: Henry T. Armistead (compiler: 523 E. Durham Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 19119), Townley R. Wolfe, Lynn Davidson, Michael & Paul O'Brien, Paul Pisano. 

WICOMICO COUNTY: Donald Broderick, Ruth Denit, Gail Vaughn, Charles Vaughn (com- 
piler: 1306 Frederick Avenue, Salisbury 21801). 

SOMERSET COUNTY: Lynn Davidson, Michael &_ Paul O'Brien, Paul Pisano, Gail 
Vaughn, Charles Vaughn (compiler: see Wicomico County). 

WORCESTER COUNTY: Lynn Davidson, Mary Humphreys, Michael & Paul O'Brien, 
Paul Pisano, Gail Vaughn, Charles Vaughn (compiler: see Wicomico County), Dick & Jeanne 
Woods. 

DELAWARE: Information supplied by Joseph Buday (301-9 Harbor Drive, Claymont, DE 
19703). 

P. O. Box 71, North Beach, MD 20714 
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T H E  S E A S O N  • 

Winter Season, December 1, 1987-February 29, 1988 
ROBERT F. RINGLER 

It was another dry season this winter, and the usual assortment of lingering 
birds that should be farther south remained through the Christmas Bird Counts. 
When severe cold set in during January, gull numbers skyrocketed and the rarer 
species appeared at Washington and Conowingo in good numbers. American Gold- 
finches and Pine Siskins also arrived in large quantities at that time; however, 
most of the northern irruptives did not appear in substantial numbers. Many re- 
porters remarked on the increases in Eastern Bluebirds and in woodpeckers, par- 
ticularly Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers. 

On the Potomac River the hydrilla story continues. Vast numbers of waterfowl 
took advantage of the mild December weather and the lush surroundings of Piscat- 
away Creek and other waterways, and lingered in flocks far beyond their usual 
dates. The advance of the hydrilla and its affect on waterfowl deserves to be docu- 
mented thoroughly. 

Observers: Rick BIom, Larry Bonham, Ed Boyd, Mike Bryan, Danny Bystrak, 
Martha Chestem, Eileen & John Clegg, David Czaplak, Lynn Davidson, Sam 
Droege, Sam Dyke, Ethel Engle, Jane Farrell, Roberta Fletcher (compiler for 
Caroline County), Harold Fogleman, Greg Gough, Jim & Patricia Gruber, Alex 
Hammer, Richard Hollis, David Holmes, Kye Jenkins, George Jett ,  Bob Keedy, 
Ray Kiddy, Dennis Kirkwood, Wayne Klockner, Alicia Knotts, Paul Nistico, John, 
Michael & Paul O'Brien, Kyle Rambo, Jan Reese, Wilbur Rittenhouse, Bob Schut- 
sky, Napier Shelton, L. T. Short, Steve Simon, Teresa Simons, Connie Skipper, 
Bob & Jo Solem, Jim Stasz, Chris Swarth, Charles Swift, Sallie Thayer, Mary 
Twigg, David Walbeck, Robert Warfield, Mark Weatherholt, Ed Weigel, Steve 
Westre, Hal Wierenga, Jim Wilkinson, Erika Wilson. 

Abbreviations: CBC-  Christmas Bird Count, D C - D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, 
P N A S - P a t u x e n t  Naval Air Station, P W R C - P a t u x e n t  Wildlife Research 
Center, SP - State Park, WMA - Wildlife Management Area, a "+  " after an ob- 
server's name indicates there were other observers. 

Locations (followed in parentheses by the county in which they are located): 
Alpha Ridge (Howard), Assateague (Worcester), Big Millpond (Worcester), Black- 
walnut Point (Talbot), Braddock Heights (Frederick), Bradenbaugh (Harford), 
Brandon Shores (Anne Arundel), Bray Hill (Garrett), Broad Creek (Prince 
Georges), Centennial Park (Howard), Conowingo (Harford), Cove Point (Calvert), 
Crocheron (Dorchester), Deal Island WMA (Somerset), Deep Creek Lake (Garrett), 
Eastern Neck (Kent), Elliott (Dorchester), Fairlee Creek (Kent), Flag Ponds (Cal- 
vert), Fort McHenry (Baltimore city), Germantown (Montgomery), God's Grace 
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Point (Calvert), Green Ridge (Allegany), Har t  - Miller (Baltimore), Hughes Hollow 
(Montgomery), J a n e s  Island (Somerset), Jug  Bay (Anne Arundel), Lake Kit tama- 
qundi (Howard), Lilypons (Frederick), Loch Raven (Baltimore), Love Pgint (Queen 
Annes), Madonna (Harford), Masonville (Baltimore city), New Design l~oad (Fred- 
erick), North Beach (Calvert), North Branch (Ailegany), Oakland (Garrett),  Old- 
town (Allegany), Pa tuxen t  Naval Air  S ta t ion  (St: Marys), Pa tuxen t  Wildlife Re- 
search Center  (Prince Georges), Piney Run (Carroll), Pinto Marsh (Allegany), 
P isca taway (Prince Georges), Point Lookout (St. Marys), Poplar  Island (Talbot), 
Remington Farms  (Kent), Rising Sun (Cecil), Rocky Gap (Allegany), St. Inigoes (St. 
Marys), Sandgates  (St. Marys), Seneca (Montgomery), Spring Gap (Allegany), 
Swan Point (Kent), Sycamore  Landing (Montgomery), T a n y a r d  (Caroline), Thur- 
mont (Frederick), Tilghman Island (Talbot), Tolchester  (Kent), Tr iadelphia  Reser- 
voir (Howard for all s ightings unless noted), Trout  Run sewage t r ea tmen t  plant 
(Garret t)  formerly called Mountain Lake sewage lagoons, Tuckahoe Sta te  Park 
(Caroline unless noted), Wilde Lake (Howard), Williston (Caroline), Youghiogheny 
River (Garrett).  

Loons, Grebes, Cormorants. Stasz found 1 Red-throated Loon at Cove Point on 
Dec. 6; 3 seen at Ocean City on Jan. 24 (Davidson, M. O'Brien) were not unexpected,  
but very rare  inland was 1 on Triadelphia Reservoir  on Dec. 12-26 (Swift + ). Jim 
Gruber  counted 43 Common Loons in Chesapeake Bay from Swan Point  to Love 
Point on Dec. 4. Common Loons become uncommon af ter  the Chris tmas Counts; 
the  only repor ts  this winter  were 1 at  PNAS on Jan. 6 (Rambo), 1 at Cove Point on 
Jan. 18 (Stasz), and 2 at Assa teague  on Feb.  20-21 (Warfield). The high w i n t e r  
count of Pied-billed Grebes was 22 at  Loch Raven on Jan. 11 (Simon); 1 at  Cumber- 
land on Jan. 28 (Twigg) was rare  for western Maryland and 1 at Upper  Marlboro on 
Feb.  29 (Stasz) was likely an ear ly spring migrant .  The 3 Horned Grebes on Deep 
Creek Lake on Dec. 23 (Skipper) were late for Gar re t t  County; the first migrant  of 
the spr ing was 1 at Piney Run on Feb. 27 (Ringler). A t  Ocean City 1 immature  
Great Cormorant was seen on Jan.  11 (M. O'Brien) and 2 were there  on Jan. 24 
(Davidson, M. O'Brien); a possible new winter ing location was God's Grace Point on 
the  Pa tuxen t  where Stasz and Boyd saw 2 on Jan.  18. A late Double-crested Cor- 
morant was at  Wilde Lake on Dec. 6 (Cleggs + ). Jim Gruber  saw 6 at Tolchester  on 
Dec. 8; a t  Love Poin t  Light  he s a w 9  on Feb. 2 and 1 on Feb.  16. Others  were at 

,Point Lookout on Dec. 13 (Hammer + ) and 1 immature  at  Brandon Shores on Dec. 
27 where it was recorded for the Balt imore Harbor  CBC (Ringler). 

Herons, Ibis. The only repor ts  of American Bittern were single birds at Cove 
Point on Dec. 6 (Stasz), Assa teague  on Dec. 29 (Ringlet), and Deal Island WMA on 
Dec. 30 (J. & M. O'Brien). There  were 125 Great Blue Herons in the roost  at Cono- 
wingo on Dec. 7 (Ringlet). A Great  Blue on Li t t le  Conococheague Creek in Wash- 
ington County on Jan.  31 (Ringlet) was probably wandering from the Potomac 

• River. The only Great Egrets were 7 on the Southern Dorchester  County CBC on 
Dec. 31 and the only Snowy Egret was 1 on the Ocean City CBC on Dec. 29. The 
only Trieolored Herons were 12 at  Deal Island WMA on Dec. 30 (J. & M. O'Brien). 
Also at  Deal tha t  day were 97 Black-crowned Night-Herons and 2 Glossy Ibis. The 
Black-crown roost  at  Conowingo had 40 b i rds  on Dec. 7 and Jan.  2 (Ringler + ) and 
there  we re  30 in DC on Columbia Island on Jan. 1 (Czaplak). Three  Glossy Ibis 
were at  Ell iot t  on Dec. 31 (D. J. Cristol + ). 

Swans, Geese. Late  migra t ing  Tundra Swans were 93 flying over the C & 0 
Canal near  Spring Gap on Dec. 6 (Kiddy) and 4 on Deep Creek Lake on Dec.-23 
(Skipper). A flock o f  swans on the Potomac below Blue Plains numbered 115 on 
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Jan. 16-17 (Czaplak). Flocks of Tundra  Swans that may have indicated massing for 
spring migration were 176 at Flag Ponds on Feb. 15 (Stasz), 5000 near Chester- 
town on Feb. 20 (Grubers), 20 near Rising Sun on Feb. 20 (Fogleman), 1500 at St. 
Michaels on Feb. 26 (Reese) and 250 at Piscataway on Feb. 27 (Jesse Fulton). Two 
Mute Swans at Hart  - Miller on Dec. 27 (Stasz + ) were unusual there and up to 7 
Mutes wintered at Williston (J. Wright). Kirkwood saw an adult Greater White- 
fronted Goose near Madonna on Dec. 18 and there was an unconfirmed report  of an 
immature shot by a hunter  near Suicide Bridge in Dorchester County on Jan. 23 
(fide Glenn Therres). Omitted from the fall report was this rare Garre t t  County 
sighting from Fran Pope: 6 Snow Geese on Broadford Reservoir on Nov. 6 with 1 
immature white and 2 adult and 3 immature blues. Also unusual inland were 4 
Snow Geese near Madonna on Dec. 9-26 and 2 there on Feb. 6-17 (Kirkwood) and 1 
near Boonsboro in Washington County on Feb. 26 (Keedy). Flocks estimated to 
total 2000 Snow Geese were seen between Parsonsburg and Willards in Wicomico 
County on Dec. 16 (Warfield) and near Snow Hill on Feb. 14 (Ringler + ). The only 
report of Brant after the Christmas Count was of 150 flying south at Ocean City on 
Jan. 11 (M. O'Brien). Warfield noted the following flocks of Canada Geese that  may 
have been late fall migrants: 41 flying over Germantown in a snow storm on Dec. 
28, 71 flying down the Potomac on Dec. 31 and 68 flying southeast over German- 
town on Jan. 18. Among winter ing flocks of Canadas were 700 near Mt. Airy on 
Dee. 5 (Warfield), 5000 at Loch Raven on Dec. 24 (Simon), 1500 at Roekville on Jan. 
10 (M. & P. O'Brien), 255 in DC on Jan. 21 (Czaplak), 1367 at St. Inigoes on Jan. 22 
(Wilson), and 800 at Piscataway on Feb. 20 (Weigel, Shelton), all of which is evi- 
dence that more and more geese are wintering inland. In addition to these, 9 Cana- 
das wintered in Garret t  County at a spring-fed pond near Oakland (Thayer). Early 
spring migrant  Canadas were 7 at North Branch on Feb. 20 (Kiddy) and 6000 flying 
north over Kent County on Feb. 23 (Grubers). 

D a b b l i n g  D u c k s .  A few Wood Ducks made it through the winter as usual, and 
spring migrants started returning in late February.  The reports were: I at Braden- 
baugh on Dec. 5 (Kirkwood), 37 wild birds at the National Zoo on Dec. 13 (Czaplak), 
3 on Big Millpond on Dec. 28 (M. O'Brien), 1 on Triadelphia Reservoir on Jan. 1 
(Solem, Farrell), 1 drake at Oakwood on the South River on Jan. 3 (Ringler), 1 
drake at Hughes Hollow on Jan. 7 (M. O'Brien, Gough) 3 at St. Michaels on Feb. 26 
(Reese), 1 on the Potomac near Shepherdstown on Feb. 27 (Keedy), 12 at Williston 
on Feb. 28 (Short) and 3 on the Youghiogheny River on Feb. 29 (Thayer). 

The hydrilla on Piscataway Creek and Broad Creek held some waterfowl much 
longer into the season than usual. On Dec. 6 there were 300 Green-winged Teal, 7 
Blue-winged Teal, 100 Gadwalls and 1250 Ring-necked Ducks (Ringler + ). On Jan. 3 
there were 23 Blue-winged Teal and a drake Eurasian Wigeon (Swarth, Jett), both 
extraordinary at that  time. The Eurasian Wigeon was seen on the other side of the 
Potomac after the creek froze (at least from Jan. 17). Czaplak reported seeing the 
bird on Feb. 7 in Maryland waters at the mouth of Little Hunting Creek north of 
Mount Vernon. Blue-winged Teal do not normally winter this far north, but the 
hydrilla held 6 on Feb. 20 (Weigel, Shelton). On Feb. 19 there were 30 American 
Wigeon (Wilson) and, on Feb. 20 about 500 Canvasbacks (Weigel, Shelton). Obvious- 
ly waterfowl are taking g rea tadvan tage  of this introduced plant. Other winter ing 
or early spring migrant  Green-winged Teal were 35 at Cove Point on Dec. 6 (Stasz), 
2 at Thurmont on Dec. 31 (J. & M. O'Brien), 1 at Wilde Lake on Jan. 30-31 (Swift + ), 
1 at Gaithersburg on Feb. 7 (P. O'Brien), 6 at Blackwater Refuge on Feb. 13 
(Wilson), 5 at Rock Hall on Feb. 26 (Grubers), and 2 at Piney Run on Feb. 27 
(Ringler). A Green-winged Teal of the European race A n a s  c. crecca was found on 
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the Ocean City CBC on Dec. 29 near Berlin (Woody Martin)..High counts of 
American Black Ducks for the season were 150 at Conowingo on Jan. 9 (M. & P. 
O'Brien), 200 in DC on Jan. 16 (Czaplak) and 370 at Piney Run on Feb. 20 (Ringler). 
High counts of Mallards were 400 at Conowingo on Jan. 9 (M. & P. O'Brien), 300 at 
Rockville on Jan. 12 (M. O'Brien), 800 in DC on Jan .  16 (Czaplak), 175 at Cumber- 
land on Jan. 17 (Simons), 600 at Loch Raven on Jan. 17 (Simon), and 295 at Piney 
Run on Feb. 20 (P. O'Brien). The 219 Northern Pintails at Cove Point on Dec. 6 
(Stasz) were exceptional there, and probable early spring migrants  were 2 at Black- 
water on Feb. 13 (Wilson), 9 at Piney Run on Feb. 20 (Ringler), and 1 at Remington 
Farms on Feb. 28 (Grubers). Reports of Northern Shov~lers were of 3 at Berlin on 
Jan. 11 (M. O'Brien), 6 at Pinto Marsh on Feb. 27 (Simons), and 8 at Remington 
Farms on Feb. 28 (Grubers). Other reports of Gadwalls were 28 at Cove Point on 
Dec. 6 (Stasz), 29 on Big Millpond on Dec. 28 (M. O'Brien), 46 at Flag Ponds on Jan. 2 
(Stasz), and 4 at North Branch from Jan. 31 through Feb. 29 (Simons + ). Other 
American Wigeons were 20 on Deep Creek Lake on Dec. 11 (Skipper), 11 on Wilde 
Lake on Jan. 30 (Swift), 2 at Rock Hall on Feb. 19 (J. Gruber), and 2 at North 
Branch on Feb. 25 (Simons). 

Diving Ducks. Concentrations of Canvasbacks were 350 at Cambridge on Dec. 
12 (Reese), 1500 at Sandy Point on Jan. 16 (M. & P. O'Brien), 500 in DC on Jan. 16 
(Czaplak), 607 at Cove Point on Feb. 7 (Stasz), 570 at Cambridge on Feb. 15 
(Czaplak), 410 at Masonville on Feb. 18 (Waibeck), 700 at Tolchester on Feb. 25 
(Grubers), and 2100 on the Potomac at the US 301 Bridge on Feb. 29 (Farrell). 
Many of the late February  reports are of birds staging for spring migration. Other 
early migrants  were 1 at North Branch on Feb. 20 (Simons) and 10 on Lake Kitta- 
maqundi on Feb. 28 (Solems, Farrell). In recent years Redheads have been very few 
in number, but a flock of 23 flew past Janes Island on Dec. 30 (Ringler). Others 
were I at Upper Marlboro on Dec. 31 (Stasz), 1 at Flag Ponds on Jan. 2 (Stasz), 2 at 
Gaithersburg on Jan. 21 and Jan. 27 (M. O'Brien), 6 at Cove Point on Feb. 7 (Stasz), 
2 at Masonville on Feb. 18 (Walbeck), 4 at Piscataway on Feb. 20 (Weigel, Sbelton), 
and 1 at Piney Run on Feb. 20 (P. O'Brien). Reports of Ring-necked Ducks were 340 
on Loch Raven on Dec. 24 (Simon), 31 at Gaithersburg on Jan. 21 (M. O'Brien), 6 at 
Madonna on Feb. 6 (Kirkwood), 50 at Piscataway on Feb. 20 (Weigel, Shelton), 60 at 
Piney Run on Feb. 27 (Ringler), and 5 at Upper Marlboro on Feb. 29 (Stasz). Greater 
Scaup numbered 75 at Ocean City on Jan. 16 (M. & P. O'Brien), 495 at Cove Point 
on Feb. 7 with 405 Lesser Scaup (Stasz), and 600 at Tolchester on Feb. 25 with 3000 
Lessers (Grubers). Other counts of Lessers were 100 in DC on Jan. 16 (Czaplak), 
250 at Masonville on Feb. 18 (Walbeck), and 1500 on the Potomac at the US 301 
Bridge on Feb. 29 (Farrell). Jim Gruber estimated the flock of scaup off Swan Point 
on Feb. 24 at 6000 with most of them Greaters. The flock of Common Eiders at 
Ocean City built up from 11 on Dec. 13 (Davidson, Wierenga) to 16 on Dec. 30 
(O'Briens), 19 on Jan. 11 (M. O'Brien), and a peak of 23 on Feb. 14 (Ringlet + ) before 
dwindling to 10 on Feb. 15-27 (Bonbam + ). With them was 1 female King Eider at 
least through Feb. 14 (Ringler + ). A drake Harlequin Duck was at Ocean City on 
Jan. 24 (M. O'Brien, Davidson) and Jan. 31 (P. O'Brien). 

An extraordinary flock of 135 Oldsquaws was on Triadelphia Reservoir on Dec. 5 
(Solem, Farrell), the largest flock seen inland in the state. Other flocks numbered 
300 off Blackwalnut Point on Dec. 6 (Reese), 700 at North Beach on Dec. 6 (Stasz), 
and 500 at Cove Point on Jan. 2 (Stasz). The 20ldsquaws in DC on Jan. 7 (Czaplak) 
were rare mid-winter visitors there. Also at Cove Point, Stasz saw 200 Surf 
Scoters and 4000 unidentified scoters on Jan. 2, and 25 Black Scoters and 75 White- 
winged Scoters on Jan. 18. On Jan. 24 at Ocean City there were 1 Black and 25 Surf 
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Scoters  (Davidson, M. O'Brien). In DC Czaplak saw 4 White-wings on Jan. 5 and 5 
on Feb.  20 for a ra re  occurrence. On Feb. 24 Jim Gruber  repor ted  200 White-wings 
off Swan Point. Winter ing  flocks of Common Goldeneyes were 250 at  Sandy Point 
on Jan.  9 (Davidson), 250 at  Cove Point on Jan. 18 (Stasz}, 15 at  Cumberland on Jan. 
24 (Simons), and 50 at  Sandgates  on Jan. 27 {Wilson). Off Swan Point  spr ing flocks 
began to form on Feb.  17 with 650 goldeneyes increasing to 1000 on Feb.  24 (J. 
Gruber). Also in Kent  County there  were 400 in Fair lee Creek on Feb. 25 (Grubers). 
The last ducks seen on Deep Creek Lake before it froze were 12 Buffleheads on 
Dec. 27 (Thayer). Winter ing  flocks included 50 at Conowingo on Jan.  9 {M. & P. 
O'Brien), 50 in DC on Jan.  16 (Czaplak) and 300 at  Cove Point on Jan.  18 (Stasz). 
Hooded Mergansers of note were 2 on Deep Creek Lake on Dec. 23 (Skipper), 20 at  
Deal Island WMA on Dec. 30 (J. & M. O'Brien}, 4 at Cove Point on Jan.  2 (Stasz}, 68 
on Loch Raven on Jan.  11 (Simon}, a pair on the Youghiogheny River on Feb.  8-18 
(Thayer} and 23 spring migrants  at  Piney Run on Feb.  20 (Ringler}. Michael and 
Paul O'Brien es t imated 1000 Common Mergansers at Conowingo on Jan.  9; signs of 
spr ing migration e lsewhere  were 50 at Piscataway on Feb. 20 (Weigel, Shelton), 4 
on the Monocacy River  near  Detour  on Feb.  23 (Walbeck), 24 in Worton Creek and 
29 in Fair lee  Creek on Feb.  25 (Grubers), 19 on Loch Raven on Feb. 26 (Simon}, and 
90 on Triadelphia Reservoir  on Feb.  27 {Chestem). A late Ruddy Duck was on Deep 
Creek Lake on Dee. 23 (Skipper); wintering flocks numbered 14,000 on the Patu- 
xent River from the Thomas Johnson Bridge to Cedar  Point on Jan.  20 (Rambo, 
Bryan), 370 at  Masonville on Feb. 18 (Walbeck), and 500 on the Potomac at  the US 
301 Bridge on Feb. 29 (Farretl}. 

Diurnal Raptors. Warfield observed about 100 Turkey Vultures apparent ly  mi- 
gra t ing  along Par r ' s  Ridge at  Germantown on Dec. 1. A Turkey  Vulture on Green 
Ridge on Feb.  20 (Simons) was an early spr ing migrant  there.  Wierenga saw an 
Osprey at Assa teague  on Dec. 29 for the Ocean City CBC. Inland Bald Eagles were 
an immature  seen at  Triadelphia on Dec. 5 (Solem, Farrel l)  and Jan. 4 {Chestem), 
an immature  near Cresaptown in Al legany County on Dec. 19 (Ringler + ), and an 
adult  at  Loch Raven on Jan.  3-29 {Jenkins, Simon}. On the Potomac there  were 8 
Bald Eagles s i t t ing toge ther  on the hydrilla on Dee. 6 (Ringler + ) and 3 in DC on 
Jan. 16 (Czaplak}. On the Susquehanna, Schutsky es t imated an average of 30 Bald 
Eagles (8 adults  and 22 immatures)  between Conowingo and 1-95. By early 
Februa ry  the  number was reduced to 7 adults  and 8 immatures .  Local birds were 
nest-building by Feb.  3 and incubating by Feb. 27. Charlie Vaughn found 20 Bald 
Eagles near Pocomoke City on Dec. 5. Roger  Anderson repor ted  tha t  the pair of 
Bald Eagles on Corm Island in Montgomery County had begun nest ing again in 
February .  There  were two repor ts  of Northern Goshawks, an immature  at Susque- 
hanna SP on Jan. 16 {Wilkinson) and an adult  a t  Silver Run in Carroll  County on 
Feb. 6 (Blom). Reese observed a pair  of Red-tailed Hawks in courtship flight at St .  
Michaels on Feb.  22. Reports  of Rough-legged Hawks were a dark-phase adult  in 
DC on DeE. 2 (Czaplak}, 3 (2 light-phase and 1 dark-phase} at Deal Island WMA on 
Dec. 30 (J. & M. O'Brien), 1 light-phase photographed by Roy Brown on Irons 
Mountain, Al legany County on Jan.  10, 1 l ight-phase at  Brighton Dam, Triadelphia 
Reservoir  on Jan. 11 (Chestem, Helen Zeichner}, and  in southern Dorchester  
County a l ight-phase at Ell iot t  and a dark-phase at Bestpitch on Feb.  15 (Ringler 
+ }. An immature Golden Eagle was found dead in the Lothian-Owensville area  of 
Anne Arundel  County on Jan.  31 (fide Glenn Therres).  The only Merlins repor ted  
outside CBCs were 1 in DC, Jan. 10-31 (Czaplak), a female on the Thomas Johnson 
Bridge with a dead European Star l ing on Feb. 1 (Rambo), and 1 in Eas t  Potomac 
Park on Feb. 6 {Barry Cooper}. An adult  Peregrine Falcon remained at  Ocean City 
through Feb. 14 (Ringler + }. 
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Fig. 1. Rough-legged Hawk over Irons Mountain, Allegany County, Md. on Jan. 10, 
1988. Photo by Roy Brown. 

Pheasants, Turkeys, Rails and Coots. Unusual in Dorches ter  County was a flock 
of 5 Ring-necked Pheasants plus another  bird heard there  on Dec. 31 (Wilson, 
Ringler,  Maggie Hawk). Rare  in Al legany County were 2 pheasants  at  North  
Branch on Feb.  2 (Twigg). Repor ts  of Wild Turkeys in Al legany County were 26 at  
Rocky Gap on Dec. 3 (Twigg), 17 along US 40 east  of Cumberland on Jan.  1 (Kiddy) 
and a single flock of 70 below Green Ridge on Jan. 30 (Weatherholt ,  Simons, 
Ringler). In Gar re t t  County there  were  30 Wild Turkeys  at  Carey Run Sanctuary  
on Feb.  14 (Walbeck) and 35 near  Bi t t inger  on Feb.  21 (Skipper). A Clapper Rail 
was seen on Assa teague  on Dec. 29 (Ringler). American Coots in the  hydri l la  of 
Prince Georges County numbered about 500 on Broad Creek on Dec. 6 (Ringler + ) 
and 200 off Fo r t  Washington Marina on Feb.  19 (Wilson). On Deep Creek Lake  the 
coot flock was 58 on Dec. 11 but  only 6 remained on Dec. 23 (Skipper). There  were 
350 coots on Loch Raven on Feb.  23 (Simon). 

Shorebirds. Among the shorebirds  winter ing at  Ocean City were 25 Black- 
bellied Plovers on Feb.  14 (R ing l e r+  ), 40 Ruddy Turnstones on Jan.  24 (M. O'Brien, 
Davidson), and 30 Purple Sandpipers at  the 41st S t ree t  groin on Jan.  31 (P. 
O'Brien). Winter ing  Killdeer included 55 at  Lime Kiln Pond in Howard County on 
Dec. 12 (Solem, Farrell) ,  36 in southern Freder ick  County on Dec. 27 (Warfield) and 
I at Trout  Run in Gar re t t  County on Jan. 28 and Feb.  3 (Skipper). Repor ts  of Lesser 
Yellowlegs were a late  fall migrant  at  North  Branch on Dec. 5-8 (Simons + ), 3 
flying over  Wes t  Ocean City on Dec. 17 (Warfield), and 1 at  Deal Island WMA on 
Feb.  15 (Ringler + ). Lessers  were also found on CBCs at  Balt imore Harbor,  Cris- 
field, and Southern Dorches ter  County. Stasz 's  counts of Sanderlings at F lag  
Ponds were 66 on Dec. 6, 26 on Jan.  2, and 4 on Feb.  15. Davidson found the only 
Western Sandpiper of the  season on Assa teague  on Dec. 28. Paul Spi tzer  saw 4 
Purple Sandpipers feeding with Dunlins on Poplar  Island on Dec. 26, a late date  for 
the l a t t e r  as well as a ra re  occurrence of Purple  Sandpiper  in the bay. Repor ts  of 
winter ing Common Snipe included 2 near  Braddock Heights  on Jan.  10 (Bystrak, 
Klockner), 1 at Tanyard  on Jan.  10 (Engle), 2 at  Lilypons on Jan.  23 (Wilkinson) and 
Feb.  6 (Weigel), and 2 in Howard County on Jan. 24 (Solems). Reese  found 1 
American Woodcock at Toddville in Dorchester  County on Jan.  11 and heard 1 in 
courtship flight at  St. Michaels on Feb.  26; Simons found 6 at  North  Branch on Feb.  
27 as migrat ion had obviously begun. 

Gulls, Terns, Alcids. A late  concentrat ion of Laughing Gulls was 2000 at  Jug  
Bay on Dec. 6 (Ringlet); very  late  migrants  were  2 in DC on Dec. 21 (Czaplak), 4 at  
Upper  Marlboro on Dec. 31 and 1 the re  on Jan.  5 (Stasz). An immature  Common 
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Black-headed Gull was seen in Ocean City from Feb. 14 through the end of the 
period (Czaplak + ). Inland Bonaparte's Gulls were 3 at Deep Creek Lake on Dec. 1 
(Skipper), 3 on Triadelphia Reservoir on Dec. 6 (Chestem), 1 at McHenry on Deep 
Creek Lake on Dec. 27 (Thayer), and 1 adult at Upper Marlboro on Jan. 5 (Stasz). 
About 400 Bonaparte's were at Conowingo on Dec. 7 (Blom, Ringler) and the high 
count at Ocean City was 100 on Feb. 21 (Warfield). 

Late migrating Ring-billed Gulls on Jan. 1 numbered 5 at Rocky Gap (Kiddy) and 
83 flying southeast over Germantown (Warfield). In Cumberland the Ring-bill tally 
was 40 on Jan. 31 (Simons) and 58 on Feb. 27 (Kiddy), probably all spring migrants. 
Scbutsky estimated 20,000 Ring-bills at Conowingo on Jan. 6 and Jan. 20, but only 
10 were there on Feb. 8 (Biota} as many had already started to migrate. With them 
were 50,000 Herring Gulls on the former date. In DC there were 2700 Ring-bills on 
Jan. 31 with 6800 Herring Gulls (Czaplak); 1200 Ring-bills were at Easton on Feb. 
12 and 1500 at St. Michaels on Feb. 26 (Reese), and 1850 at Alpha Ridge on Feb. 15 
with 250 Herring Gulls (Holmes + ). First-winter  Thayer's Gulls were reported at 
Upper Marlboro on Jan. 4 (Stasz) and at Conowingo on Jan. 23 (Wierenga, Davidson, 
Bonham). A first-winter and a second-winter Iceland Gull were found at Salisbury 
on Dec. 30 (O'Briens) and again on Jan. 16 (M. & P. O'Brien). At Conowingo the first 
Iceland Gull was an immature on Jan. 6 (Schutsky), the peak was 6 birds (3 first- 
winter and 3 second-winter) on Jan. 20 (Schutsky}, and the last bird was seen on 
Feb. 8 (Biota). In DC at least 3 different immature Icelands were seen from Jan. 11 
through Feb. 11, and on Jan. 31 an adult of the Kumlien's race was also there 
(Czaplak + ). Lesser Black-backed Gulls again were the most common of the rarer 
species, with an adult at North Beach on Dec. 4 and Jan. 3 (Stasz), an adult at 
Upper Marlboro on Jan. 4 (Stasz), an adult at Sandy Point on Dec. 27 (Hilton), an 
adult at Fort  McHenry from Dec. 27 through Jan. 23 (Ringler + ), and a third- 
winter bird at Ocean City on Jan. 24 (M. O'Brien, Davidson). At  Conowingo there 
was a third-winter bird on Dec. 7 (Biota, Ringler), 3 adults on Jan. 6 (Schutsky), 3 on 
Jan. 12 (Biota), 3 third- or fourth-winter birds on Jan. 23 (Wierenga, Davidson), and 
2 adults and a third-winter bird on Jan. 27 (Schutsky) and Jan. 28 (M. O'Brien). 
Four birds were still present  on Feb. 8 (Biota). At Salisbury there were single first- 
winter and fourth-winter Lessers on Dec. 30 (O'Briens) and a second-winter bird on 
Jan. 16 (M. & P. O'Brien); the re turning adult was seen near Berlin on Jan. 30 (Paul 
DuMont). In DC Czaplak noted 2 adult, 1 second-winter, and 2 first-winter Lessers 
on various dates throughout the season. The only Glaucous Gulls of the season 
were at least 6 different immatures in DC from the first on Jan. 10 through the last 
on Feb. 20, with a high of 3 on Jan. 31 (Czaplak). A first-winter bird was at Cono- 
wingo, Jan. 23 (Wierenga, Davidson) through Feb. 8 (Biota). Great Black-backed 
Gulls numbered 1000 at Conowingo on Feb. 8 (Blom) and 1000 in the Washington 
Channel on Jan. 23 (M. O'Brien, Gough) while 1 was far inland at Germantown on Feb. 
26 (Warfield). Gull numbers diminished in January as spring migration gotunder-  
way. 

The last Royal Tern of the season was at North Beach on Dec. 13 (Stasz). The 
only mid-winter Forster's Tern was at Ocean City on Jan. 24 (M. O'Brien, David- 
son). Wierenga captured a s tranded Dovekie in the middle of Assateague Island on 
the Dec. 29 Ocean City CBC and later  released it on the bay side of the island. 

Doves, Owls, Woodpeckers. The only large flocks of Mourning Doves reported 
were 250 at Mt. Olive, Worcester County on Jan. 9, about 200 at Wango, Wicomico 
County on Jan. 30, and 1500 at Snow Hill on Jan. 31 (Dyke). A Common Barn-Owl 
was seen at Deal Island WMA on Jan. 16 (M. & P. 0'Brien). The only Short-eared 
Owls reported were 2 at Deal Island WMA on Dec. 30 (J. & M. O'Brien) and 1 at 
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PNAS on Jan. 13 (Bryan). Single Northern Saw-whet Owls were near the DC/Tao 
korea Park  line from Dec. 5 through Jan. 3 (Czaplak + ), at  Tuckahoe SP from Dec. 
19 through at  least  Jan.  4 (Sue Ricciardi, Ri t tenhouse + ), at  the Bureau of Mines in 
Prince Georges County on Jan.  2 (Gough), at  Hughes Hollow from Jan. 27 through 
the end of the period (M. O'Brien + ), at  PNAS on Feb.  1 (Rambo, Bryan), and at the 
National Arbore tum from Feb.  24 through the end of the period (Gough). Klockner 
and Wierenga  found 3 Saw-whets on Assa teague  on Dec. 29 for the Ocean City 
CBC. Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were more numerous than they have been in 
recent  winters .  A flock of 20 Northern Flickers was at  Pinto Marsh on Jan. 31 
(Simons). 

Phoebes, Larks, Crows. Eastern Phoebes were widespread and some evident ly  
made it through the winter;  single birds~were at  Seneca on Dec. 6 (Warfield), at  
Charles Branch Park in Prince Georges County on Dec. 6 (Ringler), at  Pinto Marsh 
on Dec. 19 (Ringlet + ), at Lilypons and at  Hughes Hollow (2 birds) on Jan.  7 (M. 
O'Brien, Gough), at  North Branch on Jan. 9 and Feb.  7 (Kiddy), on the C & 0 Canal 
near  Oldtown on Jan. 30 (Kiddy), at  Denton on Feb. 18 (Fletcher) and Feb.  27 
(Knotts) and on the C & 0 Canal near  Spring Gap on Feb.  20 (Kiddy). The biggest  
flocks of Horned Larks repor ted  were 100 at  Bradenba~lgh on Dec. 30 (Fogleman), 
200 near Braddock Heights  on Jan. 10 (Bystrak, Klockner), 100 at  Lilypons on Jan.  
15-23 (Wilkinson), and 21 at  Pinto Marsh on Jan. 24 (Simons). Reese es t imated 3500 
Fish Crows at Crocheron on Dec. 12 and a migrant  flock of 14 Fish Crows was at  
Piney Run on Feb.  27 (Ringler). 

Chickadees, Nuthatches, Wrens. No Black-capped Chickadees were repor ted  out 
of range this winter.  A White-breasted Nuthatch at  St. Inigoes on Jan. 22 (Wilson) 
was rare  for St. Marys County. Reese counted 7 Brown-headed Nuthatches at  
Tilghman Island on Dec. 13. The Susquehanna River was a good place to find 
Winter Wrens as 5 were seen at  Conowingo on Jan. 9 (M. & P. O'Brien) and Jan. 24 
(Fogleman). Michael O'Brien also par t ic ipated in most of the other  good wren 
sightings,  finding a Sedge Wren and 2 Marsh Wrens at Georges Island Landing in 
Worces te r  County on Dec. 28, and a Marsh Wren at Lilypons on Dec. 25 (with J. & 
P. O'Brien), Jan. 4 (with P. O'Brien), and Jan.  7 (with Gough). A Marsh Wren on 
Swan Creek on Jan. 2 (Kirkwood +) was the first  winter  record for Harford 
County. 

Kinglets, Thrushes, Mimids. Wilson saw 10 Golden-crowned Kinglets at  Laurel  
Grove in St. Marys County on Jan. 27. A Blue-gray G.natcatcher appeared  at  Pis- 
ca taway on Dec. 30 (Swarth), continuing the records from November.  A high count 
of 90 Eastern Bluebirds was at  Schooley Mill Park  in Howard County on Dec. 5 
(George Chase). Winter ing flocks of American Robins included 700 at Big Millpond 
on Dec. 28 (M. O'Brien) and 150 at  Hughes Hollow on Jan. 7 (M. O'Brien, Gough). In 
western Maryland a robin near  Oakland on Feb.  3 (Skipper) cannot be explained, 
but 36 at  North Branch on Feb.  19 (Simons), i at Bray Hill on Feb. 23 (Skipper) and 
70 at Pinto Marsh on Feb.  27 (Simons) were more likely spring migrants .  January  
repor ts  of Gray Catbirds were 13 on the Rock Run CBC on the 2nd, most of them 
along the Susquehanna River, 2 at Hughes Hollow on the 7th (M. O'Brien, Gough) 
and 1 there  on the 27th (M. O'Brien), 1 at Jessup on the 9th (Swarth), 1 near  Hughes 
Hollow on the 15th (Wilkinson), 1 at  Susquehanna SP on the 16th (Wilkinson), and 1 
at  Conowingo on the 24th (Fogleman). Single wintering Brown Thrashers were at  
Denton on Jan.  10 (Westre), St. Michaels on Jan. 10 (Reese), Susquehanna SP on 
Jan.  16 (Wilkinson), near  La Pla ta  on Jan. 17 and near Davidsonville on Feb. 19 
(both Droege) and at  Piney Run on Feb.  27 (Ringler, Dave Harvey). 
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Pipits, Waxwings, Shrikes. Outside of 5 CBCs the only Water  Pipits were 1 at  
Bradenbaugh on Dec. 30 (Fogleman), 1 at  the Eas tern  Landfill in Balt imore County 
on Jan.  19 (Wilkinson), and 2 at  F lag  Ponds on Feb.  15 (Stasz). Michael O'Brien and 
Cough es t imated 300 Cedar Waxwings at  Hughes Hollow on Jan. 7. An immature  
Northern Shrike was t rapped and banded at PWRC on Jan. 3 and remained in the 
area  through Feb. 6-7 when it was t rapped again and removed from the area 
because of its depredat ions  on birds at  the banding station. I t  was released at  
McKee-Beshers WMA in Montgomery County (Kathy Klimkiewicz + ). The only 
Loggerhead Shrikes of the season were 1 near Oldtown on Jan.  2 (Simons) and 1 at  
Lilypons, Jan.  2 through Feb.  6 (many observers) .  

Warblers. Some outs tanding records on the CBCs were an Orange-crowned 
Warbler at Har t  - Miller on Dec. 27 (Stasz), a Cape May Warbler in Warr ior  Moun- 
tain WMA, Allegany County on Dec. 19 (Ringler, Simons, Weatherholt) ,  5 counts 
with Pine Warblers including 35 on the Sal isbury CBC, a Prairie Warbler  near 
Rehobeth, Somerse t  County on the Crisfield CBC on Dec. 30 (Charles Vaughn + ), 
12 Palm Warblers on the Crisfield CBC, and 5 counts with Common Yellowthroats. 
Other Pine Warb le rs  were 1 at Point Lookout on Dec. 13 (Hammer ÷ ), 1 in DC 
from Dee. 24 through Jan.  10 (Czaplak +), 38 at Big Millpond on Dee. 28 (M. 
O'Brien), 1 a t  feeders near  Patapsco,  Carroll County, Jan. 4 through Feb. 10 (Mi- 
ehelle Hudgins, Jean  Worthley + ), 1 at  St. Inigoes on Jan. 22 (Wilson), 1 at St. 
Michaels on Jan. 23 and 1 singing there  on Feb. 28 (Reese), 1 at  Sycamore Landing 
on Feb.  27 (Bonham), and 1 at Cumberland on Feb. 28 (Twigg). The la t te r  three  
might be ear ly spr ing migrants.  The only other  yel lowthroats  repor ted  were  2 at  
Lilypons on Dec. 25 (O'Briens). A Yellow-breasted Chat was at  Sandy Point on Dec. 
24 (Dennis Forsy the ,  Donna Clark). 

Dickcisse~ Sparrows, Longspurs, Buntings. Herb Cutler  found 2 Dickcissels at  
a feeder  in West  Ocean City on Dec. 29-30. The high count of American Tree 
Sparrows was 27 at  Pinto Marsh on Dec. 5 (Simons); in southern Maryland where 
they are rare,  3 were at Cove Point  on Dec. 6 (Stasz) and 1 at  PNAS on Jan.  11 
(Rambo). Other  in teres t ing  sparrow repor ts  were 7 Chipping Sparrows at Denton 
on Jan.  14 (Westre), 4 Savannah Sparrows at St. Inigoes on Jan.  22 (Wilson) and 4 
Sharp-tailed Sparrows on Assa teague  on Dec. 29 (Ringler). Winter ing or early 
migrant  Fox Sparrows were 1 at  Denton, Jan. 9 through Feb.  6 (Fletcher}, 8 at  
Eas tern  Neck on Jan.  12 (Grubers), 4 at Piney Run on Feb.  6 (Ringlet, Walbeck), 2 
on Green Ridge on Feb. 20 (Simons), and 1 at  PNAS on Feb. 24 (Rambo, Bryan). 
Lingering Lincoln's Sparrows were singles at North Branch on Dec. 27 (Simons) 
and Mason Landing in Worces te r  County on Dec. 29 (M. O'Brien). High counts of 
White-crowned Sparrows included 12 at Blaekwalnut Point  on Dec. 6 (Reese) and 37 
at Remington Farms  on Feb.  6 (Grubers). Along New Design Road in southern 
Freder ick  County, 1 Lapland Longspur was seen on Jan.  2 (M. & P. O'Brien), 3 on 
Jan. 15 (Wilkinson) and 2 on Jan. 18 (M. & P. O'Brien). The only Snow Buntings 
were 1 at Bradenbaugh on Dec. 29-30 (Kirkwood + ) and 2 near  Braddock Heights 
on Jan.  10 (Bystrak, Klockner). 

Blackbirds and Orioles. A Red-winged Blackbird in Gar re t t  County at  Bray Hill 
on Jan.  26 (Skipper) was the only one worthy of comment, thoug h many large 
flocks were seen through other  par ts  of the s tate .  An immature  male Yellow- 
headed Blackbird photographed at  Chase in eas tern  Balt imore County on Jan.  9 by 
Ken & Paula Jent  was seen at least  through Feb.  15 (Hank Kaestner}. Another  
Yellow-headed, an adult  male, was in Prince Georges County at Bladensburg on 
Jan. 10 (Mike Donovan) and another  adul t  male was near  Rising Sun on Feb.  20 
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(Fogleman). Rusty Blackbirds were scarce again this winter .  Reese es t imated  
10,000 Common Grackles flying over  Madonna at  dusk on Jan.  3, and 1000 at  
Easton on Feb.  21 as spring migrat io n had begun. Repor ts  of Northern Orioles 
were a female at  Blackwalnut Point on Dec. 6 (Reese), a female at  Conowingo on 
Dec. 23-26 (Fogleman), 1 at Germantown on Dec. 24 (Warfield), and 1 at  Loch Raven 
on Jan. 10 (Jenkins). 

Finches. Purple Finches were general ly  scarce with few large flocks. Among 
these were 60 at Germantown on Dec. 19 and 54 there  on Feb.  3 (Warfield), and 20 
at  Hughes Hollow on Jan.  7 (M. O'Brien, Gough). Pine Siskins were widespread,  but 
common only in western Maryland,  and there  only af ter  late January  when there  
was a sudden increase in numbers.  Teresa  Simons had 75 at  her  feeder near Cum- 
berland on Jan. 31, Ray Kiddy had a high of 80 at his Cumberland feeder on Feb.  
26, and Connie Skipper  had 70 at  her Bray Hill feeder  on Feb. 27. High counts of 
American Goldfinches were 150 at  Blackwalnut Point on Dec. 6 (Reese), 200 near  
Wetipquin,  Wicomico County on Dec. 27 (Dyke), and 75 at Pinto Marsh on Jan. 31 
(Simons). Evening Grosbeaks were even more sca t te red  than the siskins, with 
in teres t ing  repor ts  being 15 at  Centennial Park on Dec. 5 (Wilkinson), 15 at Town 
Creek in Allegany County on Jan.  2 (Simons), 38 near  E ldersburg  in Carroll 
County on Jan. 17 (Ringler), and 65 at Bray Hill on Feb.  15 (Skipper). 

6272 Pinyon Pine Court, Eldersburg, MD 21784 

SHOREBIRDS AND HERONS 
FLOCK TO TOWER GARDENS 

SUE RICCIARDI 

In the  March 1976 issue of Maryland Birdlife, Hal W i e r e n g a  documented  a 
"shoreb i rd  spec tacular"  at Sandy Point  S t a t e  Park.  A channel d redg ing  project  
c r e a t e d  h a b i t a t  t h a t  d u r i n g  the  1975 fall  m i g r a t i o n  a t t r a c t e d  31 spe c i e s  of 
shorebi rds .  Regre t t ab ly ,  once the spoil impoundments  dr ied up, the shorebi rd  
bonanza ended.  At  the t ime Wierenga  r emarked  how nice it would be if some 
p e r m a n e n t  impoundments  could be main ta ined ,  not ing tha t  all but  one of the  
shorebird species had been recorded previously in the park. 

Alas, the  impoundments  were not maintained, but  a similar shorebird invasion 
has recurred in 1985 and 1986 at  a location on Kent  Island in Queen Anne's  County, 
only 10 miles from Sandy Point.  I t  occurred in hab i ta t  that  also appears  to be 
temporary .  

Once connected to Chesapeake Bay, North West  Creek is now a lake of about 85 
acres s i tuated near the southern tip of Kent  Island. Bordered on the north by the 
community of Tower Gardens,  the lake is only occasionally infused with brackish 
water,  following severe  s torms that  breach the bayside dunes. 

As a resul t  of drought  conditions in 1985 and 1986, the water  level fell to such an 
extent  tha t  extensive mudflats were exposed and much of the lake was ex t remely  
shallow. While at las ing in the area in July of 1985, At las  Coordinator Rick Blom 
discovered shorebirds,  herons and egre t s  at  the location. To the delight of observers ,  
tha t  fall and the following one yielded some excellent  birding. Take, for example,  



66 MARYLAND BIRDLIFE Vol. 44, No. 2 

over 400 Lesser Yellowlegs on August 17, 1985, 50 Pectoral Sandpipers, 150 Least 
Sandpipers, and 50 Short-billed Dowitchers on August 31, 40 Stil t  Sandpipers on 
September 6, 200 Semipalmated Sandpipers on September 8, 75 Great Blue 
Herons on July 20, 1986, 115 Snowy Egrets on September 5, and 55 Dunlins on 
November 5. Then there were the six to ten Wilson's Phalaropes that  stayed from 
late August through early September of 1985 and 5 Hudsonian Godwits, first 
sighted on September 5, 1986, that lingered in equal or smaller numbers until at 
least November 2. In all, 26 species of shorebirds and 9 herons, egrets, and ibis 
were observed from July 12 through September 22, 1985 and from July 13 through 
November 9, 1986, with a high of 14 species of shorebirds on September 21, 1986. 

Records from the two fall seasons are summarized in Table 1. They were compiled 
from 29 days of observations. The author was present  on 21 of those days, and Rick 
Blom and Bob Ringler were two of the more frequent observers. Other observers 
included Hal Wierenga, Wayne Klockner, Michael and Paul O'Brien, Greg Gough, 
Alex and Helene Hammer, Chris Beaton, Dotty Mumford, Jim Stasz, Carol 
McCullough, and Jim Wilkinson. 

Table 1. Summary of heron and shorebird counts at Tower Gardens. 

Species Range of Sightings High Counts 
Great Blue Heron 

A rdea herodias 
Great Egret 

Casmerodius albus 
Snowy Egret 

Egretta thula 
Little Blue Heron 

Egretta caerulea 
Trieolored Heron 

Egretta tricolor 
Cattle Egret 

Bubulcus ibis 
Green-backed Heron 

Butorides striatus 
Black-crowned Night-Heron 

Nycticorax nycticorax 
Glossy Ibis 

Plegadis falcineUus 
Black-bellied Plover 

Pluvialis squatarola 
Lesser Golden-Plover 

Plu vialis dominica 
Semipalmated Plover 

Charadrius semipalmatus 
Killdeer 

Charadrius vociferus 
Greater Yellowlegs 

Tringa melanoleuca 
Lesser Yellowlegs 

Tringa flavipes 
Solitary Sandpiper 

Tringa solitaria 
Willet 

Catoptrophorus semipalmatus 

Present year-round 75 on 720/86, 65 on 7/26, 9/5, 921/86 

7112-8/25/85, 7113-11/9/86 12 on 9/27186 

7/12-9/22/85, 7113-10126186 115 on 9/5/86 

8/3-8/25185, 7/13-9/27/86 5 on 8/31/86 

7113-7/26/86 1 on 7/31, 7/20, 7/26/86 

7126-9/20/86 1 on 7/26, 9/5, 9/20/86 

1 on 8/31/85, 1 on 9/7/86 

i on 8/31/85,1 on 9/22/85 

4 on 7/26/86 

9/7-9/22/85, 10/3-10112/86 2 on 9/22/85, 2 on 10/3/86 

9121-9/27/86 2 on 9/22/85, 2 on 9/21/86 

8/14-9122185, 8/31-10/26/86 35 on 8/14/85 

Present year-round 

8/17, 9/22185, 9/5-11/9/86 

7/12-9/22/85, 7113-11/9/86 

8/17-8/31/85, 7/13-9/27/86 

75 on 8/14/85, 75 on 10/3/86 

50 on 10/3/86 

410 on 8/17/85, 300 on 8/25/85 

3 on 9/27/86 

1 on 8/27/86 
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Table I (cont.) Summary of heron and shorebird counts at Tower Gardens. 

Spotted Sandpiper 
Actitis macularia 

Hudson/an Godwit 
Limosa haemastica 

Ruddy Turnstone 
A renaria in terpres 

Red Knot 
Calidris canutus 

Sanderling 
Calidris alba 

Semipalmated Sandpiper 
Calidris pusilla 

Western Sandpiper 
Calidris mauri 

Least Sandpiper 
Calidris minutilla 

White-rumped Sandpiper 
Calidris fuscicoUis 

Pectoral Sandpiper 
Calidris melanotos 

Dunlin 
Calidris alp/ha 

Stilt Sandpiper 
Calidris himantopus 

Ruff 
Philomachus pugnax 

Short-billed Dowitcher 
Limnodromus griseus 

Common Snipe 
GaUinago gallinago 

American Woodcock 
Scolopax minor 

Wilson's Phalarope 
Phalaropus tricolor 

Red-necked Phalarope 
Phalaropus lo batus 

7112-918185, 7/20-9/20/86 

9/5-11/2/86 

9/6/85, 9/20-11/2/86 

8114-9122185 

813-9122185, 7120-10126186 

813-9122185, 7120-10112/86 

12 on 8/14/85 

5 on 9/5, 9/7, 9/21/86 

1 on 10/12/86, 1 on 10/26/86 

3 on 10/26/86 

11 on 8/17/85 

200 on 9/8/85 

60 on 8/17/85 

7/12-9/22/85, 7/20-10/18186 150 on 8/31/85 

9/7-10/18/86 5 on 10/18/86 

8/3-9/22/85, 7/26-11/9/86 50 on 8/31/85 

10/5-11/9/86 55 on 11/9/86 

8/3-9/22/85, 7/26-10/26/86 40 on 9/6/85 

1 on 9/2/85 

8/14-9/22/85,7/20-9/21/86 50on 8/31185 

1 on 9/21/86 

1 on 7/13/86 

8/14-9/8/85 10 on 8/31/85 

1 on 8/28/85 

Once the water  levels return to normal, the number and variety of shorebirds, 
herons, and egrets  will likely decline. {Henry Arm/stead in American Birds 40:93, 
Spring 1986, states that  "most  of the eastern shore of Maryland is usually rather  
mediocre for shorebirds.") Of course, time will tell. But, the creation of appropriate 
habi ta t  in the Annapolis  - Kent  Island area  should resu l t  in consis tent ly  good 
shorebird concentrations during migration. This theory is supported further by data 
from Har t  - Miller Island in the Balt imore Channel (Bob Ringler,  pers. comm.) 
Apparently,  all you have to do is provide sborebirds an inch of good habitat. They'll 
find it, and use it, by the hundreds. 

1132 Ferber A venue, A rnol~ MD21012 
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HELP US GET MARYLAND BIRDLIFE BACK ON SCHEDULE 

Like many other state bird publications, M a r y l a n d  Birdl i fe  has been behind 
schedule for a long time. Your editors are trying hard to get back on schedule, but 
this can be done only with your help. It takes several weeks for Bob Ringler to 
enter all the bird observations on his computer and prepare polished summaries; 
and Jim Stasz goes through the same procedures with the results of the State- 
wide Bird Count in May. These reports are then edited, mailed to the printer, 
type-set, proofed twice, pasted in final format, mailed back to the printer, corrected, 
given a final proofing, okayed by phone (if corrections are minimal), printed, shipped 
to MOS, stuffed, addressed, and finally mailed to you. Each of these steps takes 
time; sometimes the longest delays are in the final mailing process. 

Each of you can help by submitting bird observations by (or before!) the close of 
each seasonal reporting period, and by seeing that annual reports of chapter presi- 
dents and committee chairmen are submitted no later than the date of the annual 
convention. All articles and reports sent to the editor for publication should be 
typed, double-spaced throughout, if possible. The printer will not accept single- 
space typing; after editing it is only marginally legible, so we cannot permit excep- 
tions. The editor is willing to continue to type a few short annual reports for officers 
who lack typewriters, so there is no excuse for failing to submit reports. Members 
who would like to join a stuffing party in Baltimore are encouraged to contact Presi- 
dent Ringler.-  Ed. 
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