MARYLAND BIRDLIFE

Bulletin of the Marylard Ornitlza[oql'cal Society
2101 Bolton Street, Baltimore 17, Marylard

s i

NO.
5

=

oL NOVEMBER—DECEMBER , 1947




;3!'9.'.-‘-’:"“‘.**,."—'--"*m"**"'”""""‘“"’"'P"'"""'H!larv-mw-ow.u-.-nmum«uo-u—nuo---cu-u.-n

Cfolume III " - KNovembher - December, 1947 Number B

- R R NN N - gl e %
s w8 0 o - tabad St s hd b A bl Pl AL A D L R e T

6 & N T R N-T B

FIELD NOTES:

bistribution of Md. Birds (#2 of 3eries) ... Robert E, Stewart ... 71
:FOSter Parent Problemﬂ of- ElktOr{ serersner s Viola ds Teetey vasey 74

Nth_Bﬂ on PikeSVille N’ests #rPerssvrsserarene Ilae: Kind K‘uch LERERE 5

~3
i)
-l

Do You Koep & BIrd LL8t2 seeesescoscassssres Chandler 5, Robbins..
The- 56230n, 56pLe=0054, 1947 sevessvesrsesrs Chandlor 3. Robbins.. 78
fvening Grosbeaks, Patapsco Forost sscese... RODOrt M. Bowon seees 83
Escaped Magple in Baltimcre‘;3,;,,,,,,,.,.,. Hervey Brackbill .... 83
B orES:
Flold Trips: Ste Francls Sanctuary......... Ilsc Kind Kuch ...... 84
iM!}mwk Mountain, Pennf. seecesescacecssssese Orville Crowder ..... 84
- VWleat RIVEr sssevscoscvcsssscasercencscnne Cliver B, IsaaC seeso 8D
- Rosumd of 1946-47 Trip Program eseesceses Florence Burner ..... 86

K

‘I Member Memos IR N NN IR R AR R AR Orville Crowder . veee 87
‘ ' {Nan Livingstone)
Allegany AGtiVitiﬁg R R AR AL AR CHN-1s .B. Miller) ‘\’f' .o 88
Reviews: Recent Ornlthological Literature , Haven Kolb cseeeccsee 89
“Arthur A, Allen Lecture FEE RS TR AR AR Cliver BQ Iéaac RARA L 90
'Tunior Page ssstressese XXECRER R ERER XA seceesscovesen tevsecery soce gl

Events of January-February are

MARYLAND BIRDLIFE reported in the March-April is-
publ¥shéd bI-monthly except ‘sué, for which closing date is
’ July-August by Mar.l and publication date Apr.l
YARYLAND ORNITHOLOGICAL SQCIETY - Fend WIELD NOTES to naitor ohand-
*. 2101 Bolton 3treet ler S. Robbins; CLUB NOTES to As~
Baltimore 17, Maryland gociate Editor Oliver B. lsaac.

- %0 -



T 1L, Noe b HARYEARD BTRPLIFE Nov.—Dess ToaT ™

. ﬁirh o (T AT T Y o ‘|‘ T TR A G
IPECIAL ARTICLES

' THE DISTRIBUSION OF MARYLAND BIRDS

.This 1s the second of & series of papers written for the purpose
of pregenting new information on the geographical distribution and
sundance of lMaryland birds. The eleven items which follow, concern
extenslon of the breeding ranges of four specles, clarification of
the hreeding ranges of two others, the first winter records of two
spooies, the second Maryland -cccurrence of one, and the only known
apecimons of .two others.,” = S

pyple Gallinule {Forphyrula martinica)

One pird was found on June 24, 1947, at the Patuxent Research
Refuge by P. M. Uhler, This same individual wes soen several times
during the peried June 24-to 26, 1947, by a small number of observers
fncluding G. S. Robbina, and &t ons tims was [lushed at 2 distance
of ten feet. The only previous. record of this species in Maryland
was of one collected on Oct, 12, 1938, in Anne Arundel County, by
B, B, Smithers (Hampe, 3Jeibert and Kolb, Auk, 561475, 1939). ~

IO

arbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa)

L female was collected on QOcte. 6, 1946, at the West Qcean City
md flats by Re. E. Stewart,‘acgompanied by C. S. Robbins and Max
farpenter. This bird, the first specimen for Maryland, is now 1n the
Pish end Wildlife Service Collection. Previous records of this spe-
¢les inelude four single birds seen by Jtewart near Ocean Clty dur~
ing the period Aug. 20 to 30, 1945, and one rather indefinite refer-
onte to a bird shot on the mershes along the coast (W. H, Fisher,
fologist, 11:97, 1894)e

indsonian Gotwit (Limosa haemastica)

I female was collected on Aug. €3, 1947, at Winter Quarters,
Assateague Island, by John H. Buokalew, accompsnied by Martin Karplus,
Brina Kessel and C. S. Robbins.,  Mr. Puckalew presented the specimen
to the Pish and Wildlife Service., The only previous record of this
species in Maryland was of one collected at West River, Amne Arundel
‘tounty, in 1886 by J. Murray Ellzey (Kirkwood, Birds of Maryland,
1895), - The whoreabouts of the latter specimen 15 not kngwWnhe

Forster's Tern (Sterna forsteri) v e

&Voral Forster's terns were seen by Dr, Earl L. Poole and Dr,
David Berkheimer at Océan City on Dec. 29-30, 1946, GSix were seen
{n this same avrea on Jan. 24, 1947, by C. S. Robbins and R. E. StoW-
irt, These apparently represent the first wintering records of this
spesdes in Marylande.

Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes bewickii) |

Our conoept of the breeding distribution of this species in -
Seryland hes been greatly clarified as the result of meny field trips
In the western part of the State during the past two years by sevo.ral
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observers, -including Orville W, COrowder, William B.. Green, Leonard
Llewollyn, Richard May, Mps, Helen B. Miller, C, 3.»’Robbi;r’1rsl: Dr 'RaM'
5, -stauffer,-and-Re E. Stowart, . Its breeding status mey now be dese
wivod as followe: fairly comdon im %ho central Appalachisn ridge
rogion of Allegany County and western Viashington Gounty; rather rare
on the Allegheny plateau. of Garrett County and in the Hagerstown vele
1oy of Washington County; there is mo‘positive information of its
vreeding east of the “Hagerstown ‘valley.

higwe

swainson's Warbler {(Limnothlypis swainsonii)

At Least Tour-singing males were recorded .on July 13, 1947, in
the Pocomoke river swamp about £ mile below the Delaware 1lino , by
Yartin Karplus ‘and ‘R, ‘E. 3tewart., Previous records-of this species
in Naryland were all made along the Pocomolte river, and include one
by -Joseph M. Cadbury neay Willards on May © and 10, 1942, and several
{one bird was collected)-by Co 3. Robbins and R, E. Stewart in an
area -about five miles®southwest of Pocomoke (ity during the spring
and summer of "1946. These records topcther with other observations
southwest of Pocomoke City ‘indicate that this species occurs regular-
ly in-the swampy wooGland -aleng the Pocomoke viver from the Delaware
line to the-edge -of the tidel marsh:iseveral miles below Pocomoke.
CLEY

Coruleanr Warbler (Dendroicacerulea)

" Pisld woprk-during the past two years has helped to clarify the
status of this species in Maryland during the breeding season, O0b-
servers who have contributed recent information on the cerulean war-
bler are the same ‘as those listed under Bewick's wren, with the ad~
dition of C,. Haveni Kolb, Jr. On the basls of this new information,
the breeding status of this species in Maryland mey be described as
follows: common in the central Appalachian ridge area of Allegany
founty and western Washingbon Countys rather uncommon in eastern
Garrett County in the viecinity of the Savage river; common in the
tiood plain Toresy -alsng the Susquehanna viver: occurs locally on
the pledmont, being common in one five-mile streteh of flood piain
forest along the Patapseo river near the intersection of the Balti~
more, 'Howard and Carroll County lines, and occurring in the-vicinity
of Towson and ‘Cockeysville {Kolb, Auk, 603 275, 1843). ' . = -

Boat~tailed Grackle {CGassidix mexicenus) .

-~ Until recently this species has been known only as & summer ros-
ident along the coast and on the eastern shove of lower Chesapeake
Bay., On Jan. 25, 1947, C. S. Robhins and R. E. Stewart saw a flock
of 95 boat-tails in the Chesapeake marshes at Crisfield. Although
they spent the whole morning in that area, only this one flock was
founds This species winters on Assateague Island just a few mlles
south of the Maryland line, and doubtless occurs.sparingly on-the
¥aryland portion of the island ‘as welle R A

Sevannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis). .

ATthough widely distributed in Garrett County in summer » the
savannah sparrow has not been reported as nesting in ti}e 1ow§r parts
of Maryland. John He Buckalew of the Chincoteague Natlgnal Wildlife
Refuge, not only discovered that this specles is a reguiar though
local summer resident in the Maryland portion of Assateague Island,
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but also found & nest, ‘thereby extending the known broedi

the coastal plain from. southern New ‘Jer%ey'(p.,»om, Check 2%&9“%3&‘;
to goutheastern Meryland. On two occasions, €s S« Robbina and Ro Be
stowapt accompanied him to the brecding locality and were shown
singing birdse . S o B

pachman's Sperrow (Almophila asstivalus)
—0n July 17 _&nd 18, 1947, R. E. Stewart found three singing

males of this species 'in a field on Green Ridgse Mountain, one mile
north of the Popomac river in Allegany County., Previously ‘this bird
nad been found summering only in Garratt, Montgomery, and Prince
gecrges Counties. Three or four singing males weére also found in
June 1947 at a new Beltsville locallty, about three miles north of
the avea where 2 nest was found in 1942 (Stewert and Meanley, Auk,
60:605~65 1943)e Lo T Lo T —
suamp Sparrow {Melosplza georglana)

—fhis species was heard singing along the Nanticokc river near
Vienna, Wicomico County, during July 1946, and again on May 24, 1947,
oy Feii Hotchliszs, (On July 11; 1947, thirteen adults, lncluding
eight singing males were yecorded in this seme area by Martin Kaw-
plus, C. S. Robhins -and Re E. Stewart., An adult male which was col-
lected, was obviously'in breeding gondition, as indicated by the en-
larged testess. Like the savannah sparrow , this speciss has been re-
corded as swmmering only. on the Allegheny plateau in Garrett gountye
The discovery of this breeding colony in a tidal marsh suggests thet

the swamp sSparrow may “glso nest locally in ‘otheyr mershes in the east~
orn part of Maryland. -1t had proviously teen r‘epoxytedﬁ;‘as:;}f)sting

south along the coastal plain only to New Jerseye

The northern phalarope (Preliminary List of the Birds of Mary-
land and the District of Columbia, Tempé Bnd Kolb, 1947, Pe 277 must
be relegated to the TypotHetical list as far as the State of Mary-
land is sonssrned, ‘singe tha specimen procured “pear Cumberland" on
Yay 23, 1901, was stated by Eifrig (Auk; 19376, 1902) to have been -
shot at the VSwamp. Ponds" which he edmits are in Wesdy virginia, al=
though surrounded on three sides by 'a loop of the Potomac river.
There remains one sight regord of this species from Indlan Head,
Yaryland (Oberholser, Bird-Lore, 32:279). Since no new spocies are
added to the Maryland TIst in Ghis issue of Maryland Birdlife, the
State totel now stands at 309 specles. I

Robert E. Stewaryd

HOW SHALL WE USE SPACE? - Recent enlargement of MARYLAND BIRDLIFE

to 24 pages was made possible by cutting down othex budget itoms, on
the theory that our limited funds should be spent chiefly on somo-
thing everyone receives, With club activity expanding even faster,
we still run out of space. TWO regular features were pushed out of
this issue (Feeding Stations and Meeting Reviews), and 2 fine ar-
ticle on Bird Trip Btiquette is being held overe Associate Editor
Isaac will welcome suggestions on what to inolude and exclude. Bub
If you want more field cbservations, start by sending in some of
your owni : o : o
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FOSTER PARENT PROBLEMI AT ELKTON

Rarly last spring, & palr of robins bullt a ne n the 1
by the kitchen deor 'of our new home in Elkton. As ?:twirkgg iﬁex{fﬁgck
kitehen, I coulc}rfwatch “the ‘mother feed hey bables; but one morning I
naither -saw ﬂarheard -any aobtivity, so investigated. A cat, the
vsne of my existérce all winter, had called in the night. The nest
yas upset, and there was no sign of -the robin femlly, However, 0o -
fore the weck was out, I saw Mothex Robin visiting my storehouse of
wohing meteridls (haeir combings and weaving yarns). that I had huug
in a wire basket on a tree 1i4mb. This time she built in the other
pemlock and oven lower than the first time, which worried me, The
cat 1ives about a fquarter of a mile away, and though I have chased
her and nearly ‘scared her to death, she still comes.

In the meantime, I had been watching a song sparrow nest with
five eggs in & clump of tall grass right on the edge of the lawn
near where I hang clothes. The eggs hatcehed on May 21, but on Mon-
day the 26th, I noticed that thé grass was all mashed down nssr the
neste To my dismay, the cat had called agains I found a few feaih~
ers, and two small legs. The five bables were alive, and crying for
food, all mouths open at once, but they were very wet and cold. I
saw no signs of Father Sparrow. Uhat to do, I didn't know., I hed
nothered baby kittens and pupples, but ‘sparrows were SO 1ittle, and
I knew that the mothers ate the worms and then regurgitated into
thoir 1ittle mouths, 'And of course, that I ¢ould not do, even for
five baby song sparrows! ~So I took them into the house, put them
near heat, and dropped warm milk into their opened mouths,--or tried
to, for after the first taste, they refused to open thelr mouths.
Then I decided to get a foster mother., I first tried the English
‘gparrow's nest under the eaves by the Wisteria vine, but I could not
veach it. even on a step ladder, Then I thought of Mother Robin,
who now had four eggs in her new nest. -

I am new abt this bird game, having just vegome interested lasiy
winter, so I didn't know what she would @ce. I thought that she
might dump them out on the ground or even roll her own eggs out. 050
I tried just one bird first to see what would happen. 1 took one
baby sparrow, lald it on the eggs very gently, and went away to
watohe With much ado and chatier, Mother Robin sat right down and
covered it, Later I went out and saw nothing unusual on the ground,
but Mother refused to leave the nest so I could look inside. I did
not think that she could handle all five song sparrows and her own
four eggs too, and I did not know when the eggs were 1o hateh., SO I
gave her three birds, and ook the other two to & robin whom I knew
was sitting on a nest in the pincs on the other side of the garden.
I could not sce into her nest, and I actually touched her before she
flow off, I gave her the two othar babies and then left. Since
this nest was farther away, I did not obgerve it every day. I did
go back later and saw that the mother was back and no baby birds

were on the ground.

Howevey, I watched the other nest every daye soon I saw Mother

feeding the orphans. One must have died, for I could see only two;
but these soon got {;heir feathers. &b first the robin covercd them

- 74 -
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gopletely, - Later as she sat on the nest, you could see two

heads ‘sticking out from under & wing, He 150t on "'Memgria:?.wga;m?é;
Cunberland, and the“last thing I did 'was o chegk the 'nest; the song
‘gparrowa were there, dnd 50 were the four blue eggoe. We got back
late sunday night, and on lfonday morning the orphans were gone, and
Mother was sitting on her epgs. The orphans were only a week and a
half olde I needn’t have worried, though, for later I saw ‘Mother
Robin hopping around "in ‘the yard, followed by two tiny seng sparrows.
she would eay & worm and'then she would feed the bablies, The babies
porched most of” the time in the tree near the nest, but all during
the week they could be. seen following the robin. :

© I wag afrald that the eggs might have gotten cold and would not
hateh, but on Wednesday, June 4, the first baby vobin left its 888,
and by the following day all had hatehed! I am hoping that every-
thing worked out all right up in the other nest in the pines, I
shall always cherish the memory of those amall song sparrows hopping
after that big fat Mother Robin. "I had felt so helpless and inade-
guate wghen I found the orphans, and-I just love that Robin for help-
ng mee : o
Viola Ce {Hrs. W. Robori) Tester

NOTES ' ON PIKESVILLE NESTA

I observed the following nests during the spring of 1947 in the
Sudbrook Park section of Pikesville, Baltimoré County, Marylend.
The area was the size of three city blocks, and was covered with
open woods and thickets., - Blackberry bushes and wild strawberries
were plentiful, - j ’ \

On May 28 I found a wood pewee ﬁuilding its nest 20 feet up in
a tree, in a fork of a branch about & feet from the trunk. The nest *
was complete on June 3, and on Juns 1l I saw the bird on the nest.

A Oarolina chickadee started building in one of my boxes on
April €3, It went away for a week, and then returned, On June 2 we
watched 6 young leave the nest at 7 a.,m,3 they were sll able to fly
fairly well. They disappeared until June ‘18, when the adults
brought them back to the feeder, = .7~ ° ‘

On May 12 T flushed a catbird from an empty nest 32 inches up
in a blackberry tangle. On the 17th, 1 egg was in the nest, and
later the same day there were two eggs. Rain prevented daily obser«
vation until May 23, when the nest contained four eggs. At 10 a,me
on June 1, there were stili four eggs; but at 7:15 the following -
morning I saw & catbird fly through the garden with an eggshell, and
. also found half a shell in the garden. I examined the nest at 8
8o, and found that three of the voung had hatched. The fourth
bird had also hatched by the following day. I watched these cat-
birds almost daily until June 13, when I saw one young on a nearby
blackberry branch at 9 a.me. I couldn't get near enough to the neat
to see what the rest were doihg, as the parents attacked me, fiying
80 close to my head that I felt thelr wings. I was réally scared of
these angry birds, and they drove me away., The young catbirds were.
still near the nest on June 17, but although the parents came to my
3 y & the young did not 4o sO.
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.+ 1 found.a brown thrasher's-nest on May 12, only ‘ten. feet fro '
the ocutbird*s neste” It was 24 inches upi-gy ‘an""aa.jagentnblicﬁbgﬁrx;
tangle. 1 looked at the nest-daily until May 17, but each time the
fonale was oh the nest and I did not flush-her., On the 18th, there
yope four young-in the nest, By the 24th, one of these wes sitting
on the edge of -the nost, At 1130 pem. on the 26th, one young bird
was in a nearby bush, while the other ‘three were still in the nest;
put by 7 pems thoy had all left. The young stayed around the nest-
ing site, and were seen together at various times until June 11,

vhen three young and one adult were seen below my feeder, After that
time they were seen only singly. I belleve this shows these blrds

do stay around the nesting site for some time after leaving the nest,
althouglh the ralsins I pub out may help in attracting them. .

The first of three wood thrush nests was found on May 15, when
it was being bullt 86 inches up Iin a fallen tree, hidden by low
growth; brush and tangle. The nest was completed on the 18th. The
second was located 4 feet from the ground in a sapling surrounded by
underbrush, and wasg empty on May 184 I flushed the bird from nest
maker 2 on May 23. - Tt was loeated in the crotch of a young dogwood
troe, 24 inches from the ground. It wes in open woods with 1little.
wndergrowth around it, and pretty much exposed., A summary of my
cbservations on these three wood thrush nests follows:

Date Time . Nest #1 Nest #2 Newt #3
Yay 22 2:00 palme .- 1 €gg - 1 egg " X ‘
23 9130 a.me | 2 egps 1 egg : 1l egg
24 1:30 pem, -3 eggs 3 eggs 2 eggs
25 9130 a.m. 3 eggs 3 oggso S eggs
26 83130 a.m. 4 eggs 3 eggs 4 eggs (lpm)
June 3 4 eggs 3 eggs 4 eggs
4 9:00 a.m. 4 egpgs S eggs eggg: & adults gone
7T 2:00 pela; 4 young 3 eggs(noon) -
S - oo od young 3 young
9 43100 p.ie. 4 young 2 young
10-12 ‘ 4 woung - 2 young
13 yng &-adults gone 2 young
14-16 2:00 penie . 2 young
17 10:00-.ame - ‘ empty

The birds in nest number 2 were the only ones successfully raised,

I found a red-eyed vireo nest at 9 a,me On June 3. It was 6
feet from the ground in & young sapling, and contained 3 eggs. They
a1l hatched between 4 p.ie on June 13 and 4 p.m. on the 15th, bub
they disappeared from the nest four days later.

I first noticed a scarlet tanager»gathering nesting material on
May 18, but did not find Tne nest until June 1, Tt was 25 feet up
in an oak tree at the edge of some woods, and about 15 feet from the

house of our next door neighbore

d

My towhee nest had 4 very small young in it when I discovere
it on June 1., The young were still there on the 3rd, but there was
1o sign of them on the 7th, since the nest was still intact, they

L =]
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“pay have loft safely, although they could not have hoen mare than 9
or 10 days old. A pair of towhees had cowe to the feeder ‘;tegu%zaﬁl?r,
and after June 20 they brought two young there to feed, ' ‘

. Other birds which I saw feeding young in the garden or at the
feeder lncluded downy ‘and red-hellled 'woogpeckers, blus jays, @
family, of 6 whitesbreasted nuthatches, robins, blusbirds apnd cardin-
alss . »

Ilse Xind (Mrs, Herman Fe)Kueh

DO YOU XEEP 4 BIRD LIST?

Almost everyone- interested in birds keeps notes of one kind- or
another, These may range all the way from a %life list" to detailed
notes on behavior -or occurrence. They may be recorded on random
,Scé;apsdof papsr, or.they may be neatly typed, bound, and cross=
indexed, . ‘ ' ' - o

" For many years the Massachusetts Audubon Socliety has sponsored
a-game wherein bird people throughout the state keep yvearly lists.
with the date and locality when each bird i first seen, At the end
of the year these lists are submitted to the Society, and a list of
_coptributors with their. totals is published in the spring Bulletin,

More valuable than peranonal lists, however, are regional lists,
Most people have favorite places where they do a large part of their
birding. You may cover.a county, a township, & river valley, &
mountain, & city park, & reservolr, or a back yard, Starting on
January 1, keep & record of the birds you see in some chosen area,
You may wish to record the first and last dates on which a bird is
seen each spring and the first and last dates in the fallj if yom
are more smbitious you may include dates of mass arrivals and de-
partures, the total number of individuals seen during one soason, or
$ho lergsst one-day count far each migration veriod. The more ac-
curate and complete notes you take, the more valuable will be your
records. But in any case, record the date and locallity of your
first observation of each specles,.

If you know others who cover the same area, get togoether and
make up a composite list. If you elect yourself recorder of & coun-
ty 11st, make this known at a meeting of the Society so others will
contribute their notes from that region; still other records for
your area can be found in THE SEASON, and included in the compo site

Whether you keep a regional liet, or a personal list for the
whole state (do not include tirds seen outside of Maryland), send it
to the Bird Records Committee early next January, A list of contrib-
Wtors and thelr totals will then be prepared for the following lssue
of MARYLAND BIRDLI'E. Junior members are also urged to kecp 1isbe;
these will be summapized on the Junior rages " I

‘C, Sp RO
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Reports from the weather bureau that September temperature and
precipitation throughout the State were close to normal, are most
nisleading. Actually, the unprecedented warm spell which began on
lgust 7, conbinued unbroken until September 17; then colder weather,
yith frosts during the last week of the month, pulled the average
teuperature for the month back to "normal%, Precipitetion varied
from 0,60 to 4,92 1lnches -in various parts of the 3tate, being de-
oidedly below normal in some sections and above average in others.
‘mme cold weather at ‘the close of 3eptember continued through October
ij then temperaturss-rose stealdily through the 28rd of the month, on
shioh date a reecord-smashing temperature of 91° ‘was recorded in Bal-
timore« The remsinder-of the month was cooler, but still several
_degrees above normal, Virtually no rain fell during October untll -
the 28th, when the drought was broken by heavy precipitation. The
offect of the prolonged warm syells was to delay leaf fall, to exe
tend the period when insect food was available to the less hardy
specles, and to retard migration. The cold spell at the end of Sep~
tember was insufficient to send all the delayed migrants on their ‘
jouthwerd way; scattered individuals of several species were thus
saught" in the ensuing heat wave and detained to extraordinarily
late dates, The warbler migrationended rather abruptly after the
15th of October, coincident with & general leaf fall and consequent
ilsappearance of leaf-eating inseots,. (Unless otherwise specified,
the Falethorps recoyas whieh -follow wers by R, M. Bowen, Loch Ravan

tbservations by He Kolb, Jr., and Patuxent counts by C. S. Robbins.)

Herons. The flight of white herons dropped off sharply after
the fTrst of September, but 3 American egrets were still present at
thalk Point on Octe. 19 (E. J.. Stivers), and 1 was seen near Hale-
thorpe on the 25ths, J. W. Taylor reported a peak of 20 snowy ogrets
it Sandy Point on Sept. l; on the 13th k® counted 13 individuals at
the same location, Single green herons were noted at the Patuxent
Refuge through Oct. 14 (L. M. Llewellyn), and near Halethorpe &s
late as the 18th. DBowen had e fine lock at an aduly yellow=-crowned
night heron near Halethorpe on Oct. 18; this is believed to be the
first record of this specles in the Patapsco reglon, as well as the
latest £all reeord for the State.

Ducks and Geese., The firat flock of 47 Canada geese Was seen
ot PatiXent on OGte O by R. E. Stewart, and on the following day 20
¥re noted at Chevy Chase by C. Ne Mason. The highest count sub-
witted was of 14 flocks, totaling 307 individuals, which pagsed over
Carderock between 730 and 9350 A.me on 0ct. 2¢ (Ci T, Johnson)e
Te most interesting duck record was a flock of 150 wood ducks at
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yetaponi Creck on Sept. 13 (N. Hotchklss, F. M. Uhler), omell mume
pors of ‘many ather species arrived dux'iné; the ‘Period.h: i L

Hawks. No substuntial hawk flight was reported from Maryland,
those of us who live in the’eastern-part -of “the State find it much
too ccnvenient to drive up to Hawk Mt., and oonsequently we do, not
know what we may be ‘missing in our own State, "Let this sérve as a
challenge to the "westerncrs" to wateh the ridgea next year! Duock
nawks were regular migrants along the coast as usuali the only one
reported inland was séen by Nason at \ildcwater on Sept. 28. -

Shorebirds, The dsarth of reports from the coast leaves us with
few shoreblrd records. A very late spotted sandpiper was found near
galethorpe on Octe 25, and late solitary sandpipers were noted ag
gabin John on Oot, 4 U{. Shelton), and et Relay (2) on Qct. 12
(powen, I, E. Hampe). Single greator yellow-legs were last seen ine
land at Triadelphla-dam on Oct. 20 (W. M. Davidson) and at Lach
Raven on Octe £5.- Of local interest were shorebirds seen by Stewart
and J» No Hamlet at Sandy Point on Sept. 10; sémipalmated plover, 7;
willet, 13 lesser yellow-legs, 3; least sandpiper, '12; semipalmated
sandpiper, ‘203 and western -sapdpiper, 20. -~ - - T

Gulls and Terns. TFive black-backed pgulls were reported from

Assat®agl@ on SCpte 19~20 by Helnz Meng, & good count for so early

in the season, Stewart saw 450 laughing gulls 'at Beverly Beach on
Sept. 9; and on Octs 5, 410 were found at the Sandy Point ferry land-
ing {Stewart, Robbins}). A concentration of 140 Persterts terns at
Beverly Beach: on Sept. 9 (Stewart) is the best count ‘on record for
Ame Arundel Co.; only 1 remeined on Oct. 5. In contrast to this,
the largest number of common terns reported from the weatern shore:
was 8 at Solomons on Septe. 14, also hy Stewart. The only black

terns noted during the period were L2 seen at Sandy-Foint on Sept.

13 by Taylor." -

Doves, Cuckoos. Dowan had the rare fortune of seeing an albino
mourning dové near Halethorpe on Ogt. 19. Cuckoos are seldom ob-
served here after the close of September; yet this year single yel-
low-bills were noted at Cabin John on Oct. 4 (Shelton), and Patuxent
Refuge on Oct. 15 (Stewart), and 3 were ildentified at Loch Raven on
0ot, 113 one of the latter birds was an immature with unopen feather
sheaths around the head! Rqually late black<billed cuckoos were
seen at Silver Spring on Oct. 12 (J. He Fales) and at Patuxent on
Octa lg. .- o . .

Gostsuckers and Swiftse. The last whip-poor-will reported was
ome fTushed from a gravel voad at Patuxent on the evening of Septe
2% by A. C. Martin. Hampe saw 200 nighthawks at Arbutus on Sept. 7,
and H, Brackbill recorded a large migration of them over Baltimore -
on Septe 8 and saw his last bird on Sept. 19, The latest record was
of 3 seen over Silver Spring on Oct. 8 (Fales). By the beginning of
Ostobor, chimney swifts had left most communities, although largu
nugbers still frequented some of the cities and larger towns. At
College Park, for instance, Miss Cooley and Rabbins estimated 900
birds at dusk on the first. Seven days later the last small flock
was noted at Arbutus by Hempe, although 256 were .86111 present &t
Carderock on the 1léth (Johnson)e
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= pummingbirds, Woodpeckers, ~ Hummingbirds left ' os o
the wayim weather; 4 were “'3.35?1**;'6'1?&_1’1'11@%9‘:1 , ’inne zruﬁgé{‘:%g.f%;o of
gepts 13 (D Mo Thatcher), and Wamps had 1 at Arbutus on the 18th.
frackbill saw 2 red-hcaded woodpschers at Hanlon Park, Baltimore, on
fcte 12, and 3 adults and ar Ilmmeture at Hillsdale Park on the 22nd;
'the '3 Hilladale ‘adultls, a% least’ were still present at the end of ’
the period, “Since this 1s past the usnal migration period and dcorns
are plentiful, theso 'woodpackery ave expocted to winger,. “atewart saw
the firgt sapsugkeg at Patuxent on Qepl. 26, By Oct, 4, 4 were prese
ent, and several observers commented on the large numbe -
1ng’the first half:of:Octobere. B The large nuubsrs scen dur

¥lycatchers, Single kinghbirds were found as late as Septe 13
st High%ana; Howard Co., and Sept, 16 ot Patuxent Refuge (T. D. Bur-
leigh, Robbins), 'S5ill another turncd up at Patuxent on the record-
treaking date of Oct. B. The last reports of tho crested flycatcher
came from near Halethorpe on fepit:. 13, and Patuxent Refuge on the
17th (Stewart ), Phosbes veached & peak in the Baltimore-Washington -
pegion on Octe 10-11l, and deparied abruptly after the 12th; single
individuals were seen ag late as Oct, 26 near Halethorpe by Mr. and.
rs. Bowen, and through the Z9th at Patuxent. Acadian flycatchers
wsualily leave in late "Augusi, dbut due to the prolonged spell of warm
yeather, Stewart and Robbins found them at Patuxent daily through
septs 193 3 of the 4 birds recorded on the latter date wera heard
singing as well ap seen. Wood pawees, which generally depart by the
end of September, remained at Paituxent through Oct, 10 (£ birds),
and ‘2t Carderock until ‘the 1ith (Shelton)e LT

Swallows, Nuthatches. Although a Maryland observer saw barn
swallows In Jntaric on sept. 12, and in Massuchusctts on Sepb. 25,
the las® birde reported locslly were 6 at Marlboro on Septe 13
{Hotehkiss, Uhler}, Two purple martins noted at Highland on Sept.
13 by Burleigh and Robbins; however, were past the usual ‘departure
date for that species, That this is destined-to be a poor yeayr for
red-breasted nuthatehes, is borne out by the observagion of .oniy a
single bird--near Cabin John .on Oct. 4 (T. We Donnelly) and Q0cta. 5
(Ss M. Poel)a e S

Wrens, Mockers. The majority of house wrens departed in Sep-
tembeT, bus Detwoon 1 and 5 were seen daily at the Patuxent through
Oct, 12, and single birds were found on Oct. 18 end 19, the usual
departure time for the last individuals of this species. The winter
wren arrived on schedule in spite of the prolenged warm weather, '
single birds being observed at Loch Raven and Patuxent on 0cte 4;
the migration peak occurred at Patuxent on Oot, 11=15, when up to 10
birds were seen per day (Stewart, Robbins). The general departure
of catbirds was on Oct. 13, although I remained at Halethorpe until
the 18th, and 2 at Chalk Point through the 19th (N, Jenison, That-
cher), The last thrasher at Patuxent was seen on Oct. 11 (Stewart),
but Fales had one -at his home in Silver Spring throughout the monthe.

Thrushes. Thrushes were late in arriving from the north, and
oven Tater In departing. The wood thrush, which normally leaves in
the first week of Ogtober, was observed daily at Patuxent through
the 14th, 6 being seen on the 12th. The hermlt thrush overlapped
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tho wood by 6 days, which is unusual; the first € were noted | -
puxent on Octe. 9, and 3 days “later 18 were 'recordedrb; ‘gtewaxv%t.agg
pobbins. Olive«backs were.present daily at Patuxent from Sept. 17 .
{(6-birds) through-0ct. .15.(1}, and gray-checks from Sept, 17 (1)
through Oote 14 (3, Stewart, Robbins). Transient wveeries were nct
goted in Maryland untll Sept, 14, the normal time for depsrture, when
2 wore seen at Patuxont (Burleigh, Robbins}; although few individu-
gls were reported from the eastern part of the State, Stewart found
ons bird at Patuxent-on-the extraordinary date of 0cte 1l,

gnatcatcher, Kinplets, Piplt. OGnatcatchers are seldom seen af-
ter the end of August; yet E. G. Davis found 3 along the towpath
pear Cabin -John.on Sept. 21, and Dr, Jenison found another at the
same plece on the 29th. Golden-crowned and ruby-crowned kinglets
were first observed at Patuxent on Oct, 5 and 3ept, 29, respectively,
felther specles became -common until QOct, 10; on the 1lZth, Stewart
and Robbins -counted 8 of the former and 29 of the latter, The
flight of golden-crowns were notably poor, Pipits were exceptionally’
late in-arriving, none being reported during thls period, *

Viréosy No high gounts.for vireos were reported, except for 18
blue-heads seen at Patuxent on Oct. 15 by Stewart and Robbins. Late
departure dates were as followss white-eyed, Sepb, 24 near Csbin
john {Barnes, Davis); yellow-throated, Sept, 20, 1 singing at Col~
lege Park (W, He. Ball), and Sept. 27, 3 near Halethorpe; red~eyed,
0ct. 17, 5 at Patuxent Refuge {Stewart, Robbins); and blue~headed,
Octs 26, 2 at Patuxent.  The first blue-head to arrive from the
north was seen at Towson-on Septs 28 by Crowder, Hamne,and Kolh,

warblers. Warblers were notably late in arriving from the
north, &nd even later in departing southward; peak numbers of many
species occurred in October lnstead of at the usual time some two
woeks sarliers Arrivals on ‘the average were 5 days late, none being
worthy of special comment, Late peaks and departures, on the other
pand, estabiished roeserds which will not ha hrolken for many yearsc
Departure dates which are believed t0 be the latest on record for
the State are underscored. Black and white: 30 on Sept. 24, Cabin
John (Barnes, Davis); 1, Pdtuxent Refuge, Oct. 17. Prothonotarys 12
on Septe. B, Cabin John (Donnelly). Worm-satings 1 at Patuxent, Sept.
13 TStewart ). Blue-wingeds 1 at Patuxent, Oot. 4, Tennesgeey 12 at
Patuxent, Oct. 3, and a few almost dally through Oct, 16, Nashville:
30n Oct, 3 and 1 on Ocks 14 at Patuxente. Parulas 17 on Octe 3, 12
on Oct, 12, and 2 on Uct. 17 at Patuxent. Magnolias 1 at Chalk Pt.,
Oct. 19 (Miss Stivers). Cape May: 1 at Cabin John, Oct, 22 (Dr. Jen-
ison); 1 at Patuxent, Octe 25; no high counts. Black-throated blue:
peak 8t Loch Raven (Kolb) and Patuxent (29, Stewary and Robbins) on
Qete 113 last, Oct. 15, Patuxent. Black-throated greens: at Patuxent,
20 on Octs L, 17 on the 3rd, 12 on the llth, and 2 on the 17th.
Blackburnian: 1 at Widewater, Oct. 11 (Shelton)e Chestnut-sided:
common near Patapsco State park, oept. 6 (Hampe, Powen); 3 near Hale-
thorpe, Octs ll, Bay-breasted:s 1 at Patuxent, Oct. 10; very few af=-
ter Soptembers Black-pollis Patuxent totals of Stewart and Robinge~-
Oct. 4, 503 Octe 11, 140; Oct. 18, 120; Octe 15, 543 Oote 17, 41;
Oote 19, 113 Octe 21, 43 Octe 26, lo Pine: 1 at Zsurel, Oct. 24
(Davidson), Oven~bird: 10 at Patuxent during the first 15 days of
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getober; 1 on Oot.. 19,7 Northern water-thrushs 1 at "‘Patuxénb» e
10, Kentuoky:'4 % Patuxent, Sept. 3, and 2 on the S'4tha'\-"doﬁngg§;~
subt & st Patuxent-in Sept.; 34 -In Octe; maximum 7 on Octe 33 L on- -
Oote 29 (Ctewart, Llewellyn),  Mourning: only roport wags 1 at Pa*ux-
T on-Octs, 7. Yellow-throats last at Laurel, Oct. 18 (Davidson)
and Chelk Point,. Octy 19 (Audubon Society).’ Hooded: 1 on Sept. i3
st Patapsco State Park (Bowen),-and 3 on the 18th at Patuxents Wil
son'g:.l NOEY cab’“n,,‘JOh?’"Is,_ﬁ% t, 24 (Barncs, David), Genade: 1 at
Gollege Park, Sept. 20°(Ball}; 1 8t Patuxent, Qot. 12 {Stewart).
Redstart: daily at Patuxent through Ost. 16.  The most interesting
yarbler of 8ll was.the rare orange-crown which was studied at close
runge by Hampe at ‘Arbutus-on-Octa 4, ‘and by Nason and L. Garges at
tlen Echo on 'Oc¢ts BBa s> 77 - TR ‘

Blackbirds, Orioles, Tanagers. ' By dept. 13, 900 red-wings were
roosting in the Patuxent. River marshes near Marlboro (Hotchkiss,
thler). On the following day Hampe roported grackles "too numerous
to count™ at Arbubus;:and on the 17th Kolb found large flock congre-
gating in Govans where only a few pairs spent the summer, " Although
the first rusty blasgkbirds wers recorded more than & wesk ahsad of :
schedule &t Carderock-on Octe 3 {Johnson) and at-Patuxent on Oot. 10,
few individuals were reported during the period. "Baltimore orioles
departed at the usual time, the last being -seen at Patuxent on septs
15 by Dr. Martin, . Scarlet tanagers, which ususlly leave during the
first week of October, remained until the tonth of the month at Paw
tuxent, and- the eleventh near Halethorpe. ° '

Pinches, .Up to four hlue grosbeaks wers seen daily around the
Patuxent Laboratories through the middle of September; single birds
remeined to the end of the month, and 2 individuals were seen on the
record-breaking date of Oct. 3. Indigo buntings remained a week
later than usual, small numbers being found daily at Patuxent through
Oct. 13, A late nesting record of the goldfinch 1is suggested by a
fuzzy inmature which Kolb found caliing fur To0a- 6% LoSH Raven on
Octe 1le :

Sparrows. ‘The first savannah sparrow was séen at Sandy Point
on 0ct, B Py Stewart and Robbins; by the middle of the month this
specics was widely distributed, but 1t did not become common unbil
the'end of October. Single late grasshopper and . Henslow's sparrows
were found by the Audubon Soclety on thelir trip to the Pesson's cot~
tage at Chalk Point on Oct. 19. Davidson reported a flock of 30 -
vesper sparrows at Claibourne during the period Sept. 2-8, a high
count for that spocies. Juncos arrived ahead of schedule in splte
of the warm weather; the first bird was seen on S5€pt. 27 at Loch
Raven, and on Octe & R. T. Mitchell counted 6 at Dickerson; they aid
not becoms regular at Patuxent until the tenths, The first white=-
crowned sparrow was found at patuxent on Oot. 3, one week ahoad of
normel; no others were noted until the 11th (Llewellyn). White-
throats arrived at Loch Raven on Sept. 27; at Patuxent on Octe 135
and at Beltsville (He Je Fales) on Octe 3. The first fox sparrcw
Was seen at Patuxent on- O0ct. 15, about five days ahead of normal,
but the flight of this specics was considapably poorer than usual.
Lincoln's sparrows were reported only from Patuxent, where 8 individ~
usls were noted in the first 12 days of October. The first swamp
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gparrow was found :at ‘Patuxent on 3ept. 26.(Stewars, 3 on Oct. 3,

were counted” there, and by the 4th theve were 35, )"i'his 292&125%33»

pives regulariy during-the lapt week of September, but is overlooked
py many obsérvers who do not-explore the proper habitat at this sca-
son and who do'mof veoognize its phogbewlike ship, : '

Chandler S.. Rabbins

'EVENING GROSBEAKS AGAIN NEAR BALTIMORRE

The great eruption of evenlng grosbeaks (Hesperiphona vesper-
tina) in the winter of 1945-46 gaveg‘oird watchersg“in gany purtg of
Taryland their first experience with this mainly northwestern spe-
oles, It was seen often in the vicinity of Beltimore throughout the
winter. Usually such visitations by northern birds come but infre-
wuently; the birds are heére one winter and entirely abgent for a
varying number of years thereafter, Consequently, we dld not expect
to £find evening groabeaks in Mayryland duping 1946-47. Howsver, on
April 5, 1947, L observed four of these birds sitting in a deed wile
low tree veside The Patapsco River near jaisthorps. I was able ip
vateh them for about ten minutes before they flew away. On April 13
I visited the same area accompanled by Gorman Bond, also a member ef
the Socletys Within twenty yards'of the tree in which. the blrds hed
beon seen previously, we found four evening grosbeaks, two males and
two females. We were able to observe them some time through our bi-
noculars before they were frightened away by a GCooper's hawk (Acoip-
tter cooperil). My third and last record of the grosbeak was Tn ille
sTternoon of April 19, when I cbserved a single bird in the same lo-
sality, So far as I can discover, this conatitutes the only obser-
vation of the specles around Baltimoro in the season of 1946-47 .

Robert M. Bowen
Esﬁﬁ?ﬁi} “AMERLICAN j.i&GFEE IR DALTINMORRE

Early in September, 1947, a female American magple escaped from
the aviary of Mr. William Kinstler at 1903 Ellamont Street in the
Walbrook section of Baltimore, and two months later was still at
lerge in that section. Between aboutb September 10 and the week of
November -2 to 8, besides returning once to the vioinity of the avi-
ary, the bird was seen in the 2400 tlock of West North Avenue, the
3400 and 3500 blocks of Walbrook Avenue, the 2200 blogk of Roslyn
Avenue, and the 2100 block of Chelsea Terrace-~-this last lecation,
the most remote one, 1,000 yards eirline from the point of €3capoe.

Telephone. salls to me sbout the bird by puzzled ohservers who
agked identifications, led me to give an account of the apparent .
megple in the Evening 3un on November &, I have to thank Mr. Phillp
Lavarello, one of our members, for belng the firat to inform me that
ke hed seen the bird and had learned that 1% had egsceped from Mr.
Kinstler, Mre Kinstler confirmed this to me, and safd the bird was
one of 4 American magples he ‘had'broughﬁ from Montana about 5 years

a
80 Hervey Brackb; 1l
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W rtwenty~four members met at Woodholme Ave, and Naylor Lane at

§:115 a,mes t0 visit the 8-gsore blrd sanctuary which 1s maintained there
by the Bird Club of the Humane Joclety of Baltimore County. MNrs.
gardner T1llinghast, who is chalrman of this Bird Club, and Mry.end
Wrs. ccrmen ¥o Kuch, Jr., were the leadoers. ' '

l e el ™ o . d
:gjf j ﬁ,{,; / ;)} 'OCTOBER 4. 3T+ FRANCIS SANCTUARY, PI

pecause of the large number prosent we divided into two groups,
starting in opposite directions to cover the well-marked Nature Trall
vhich winds all around:the acreage. All along this trall blrd boxes
nave been erected and, under the supervision of our leaders, some of
thess ware opened and-examined so that.the annual record.could be
mde of how many had been ogcupied this year, FRighteen of the £5
boxes were oxamined, and of these, 13 had been occupled, mainly by
blusbirds end wrens. Moast of the boxes which were not occupled were
in the woods. In-3 cases "double-decker® nests were found, Evident-
ly bluebirds had first occupied the box, then wrens had taken over %o
hild their nests on top of the old bluebird nests.

The 28 species of birds seen included: red-tailed and red-
shouldered hawks, chimney swifts, red-bellied and red-headed wood-
peckers, phoebe, wood pewee, mockingblrd, catbirds, brown thrashers,
and black and white, parula, and black-throated green warblers.

After the Nature Trail had been traversed 6 people continued on
s wallk hack of the Sanctuary toward Mt. Wilson Lene. It was here
that 4 red-headed woodpeckers were observed in open woodland whsrs
there were many tall .osk trees., One red~head was particularly in
evidence, busily ‘feeding on acorns which he persistently wedged into
holed in one particular branch. Time and again he flew to other .
trees to gather acorns, then returned to his favorite branch to
wedge his morsel into a crack and peck away the outer shell untll he
ceme £O0 the part he ~aould eat.

Since the 8 acres covered early in the day constitute a perma-
nent sanctuary, it was suggested that thls would be an excellent
area in which to make & breeding bird census next spring, This will

te taken undey advisement :
A . Ilse Kind (Mrs. Herman F.) Kuch

OCTOBER 10~-1l: HAWK MOUNTAIN, PENNA,

Fifteen people, under the leadership of Dr. Charles Eric Hall .
end utilizing trensportation provided by Miss Peerl Heaps, Dre He We
Newell and Mr. Jock Lane, found the hewks at famous Hawk Mountaln
somewhat few and far betweon, as did most other parties this year.
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throe 8dequate componsations were at hand for the lack of ‘hawks, howe
gvors. the glorious fall weather, 'the privilege of agssoclating ;i’th y
birding friends from all over the oast, and the avocet chase,

Hawk Mountaln in. Qctober is always an ornithologists' Moces, a
this year we renewgd acqugin’cance with our friends o% the ngnaas{:ernd
tounty Bird Club, admired the home-made 7x50 glasses of the Delaware
falléy Ornithological Olub, chatted with Roger Tory Peterson aboub
iuck hawks (between hils sessions of autographing field guldes for
scores of admirers), discussed Assateague shore birds with Clayton
hotf, and made friends with the long distance delegation from the
paffalo Ornithologleal "Soclety, Meanwhile, the clear, calm weather
held the half-day count of hawks to a ascattering of sharpeshinneds,
tooper's, red~talls s red=-shoulders and & lone mersh hawk,

But this was a double~feature trip. We hed heard of the avoeet
. a gpectacular wedtern shore bird rare east of the Mississippl -
vhich was sojourning at Ontelaunee Reservolr, north of Reading, so we
repaired to that spot in-mid-afternoon,. A little car crulsing along
the shores, plus asdvice good and bad from other searchers, finally
brought this lovely bird into our telescope, and all of us without
exoeption could claiwm opne "life list new" for the trip.

‘!..

. Orville Crowder

_ OCTOBER 262 'WEST RIVER YAt the Sign of the Purple Martin®

Qur first stop was at the South River bhitdge helow Annapolis,
wiere no birds could be seen, but the sound of a towhee was ln somee
ome's ear, The next observation station, overlooking the bay ag
Beverly Beach, was the spot where a discussion ensued. The questions
iwere we looking at a forster's tern or a common tern? It was never’
tlearly decided. But a meadow lark was ldentifled, as were a group
of black vultures, distinguished by their blacksfeathered heads and ~
short tails. From the clumps of brush along the shore we flushed
sng sperrows, redwing, kingfisher, blue jay, mockingbird and myrtle
wrbler, With the aid of the telescope, common - loons were studied a
short distance offshore, = L "

A short ride to Chalk Point on Wost River braught us to the
pleasant estate of Adsle and John Besson - "The Purple Martin'. We
wre quite ready for the comfortable seats and greteful for the
singer ale that added zest and wetness to our own dry lunches, The
hospitality of the genial brother and sister shall not be forgotten.
% were invited to wander through the lovely house and over the lawn,
¥ scanned bird literature that was spread on tables, noted the map
of Coroassonne and were. reminded of Gustave Nadaud's poems Not the:
least attraction were hammocks where the lazy might recline.

We enjoyed a launch ride on West River and passed by -the vile
lages of shady Side ‘and Galesville, We sailed as far as Rhodes .
Mver, finding the tird population light, and retugned o Chalk Polnt
lmengely refreshed by our nauticel adveatures -
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“But bird observatlons were hot ovér for the -day, .Undeyr the
threafold leadership. of Misy Jeamme Stivers, Henry Woodmen and
gtville ‘Crowder, nothing on wings escaped attention ss we scarned
field and oky &t Chalk Point, The fields produced a rich variety
of birda,. and the group was treated to some eapecially close studles
of Henalow's ‘SPErrows, . Bub probably the rewsrd of the afternocon was
a long look at & 'majeatic American agret polsed upon & wharf post,
It was & fitting climex to a perfect day,

.: Cliver E. Isasac

{ .
RESUME -~ FIELD TRIP PROGRAM OF 1946-47

. The Pield Trips Chairman, 1on_g49ufferer of late reservation
triels and tribulatiions, ventures to present some rather Interesting
statistics on last year's program of field trips.

There were 17 trips scheduled, and the cumulative attendance
wag 338, A measure of the relative populerlty of excursions may be
fod 1n the vscord of atiendsncs by trips:. - S

Sop.1d+15 Blrd River =swwwve. 24 Mar, 23 - N.H.S, CADAN seseoes 1B
5epe21-22 Cape May; NiJa sees 11 . Apre 13 » Patuxent Refuge eses 38
Oots 20 « Monument Knob s.400 10 Apre 27 « Lake ROLENG seessees 23

Nove 3 = Dickeyville ecesvee 9 May 11 «~ Patapsco Forest seee 26
Jove 17 = Porry Point eseecese 6 May 17-18 Oceon Clty.eevsceves 1l
Dec. 22 ~ Xmas Count, Chase,s 16 June 1 =~ Woodstock sseescovee 11
Jane. 19 ~ Loch Raven Qoigc..ccq’ i8 June 15 - Lake Roland seeveees 7
Pebe 16 = Kent I5land seeeeee 95 Junel0-22 Garrett County eeess 36
fir. 16 - Carroll Island "exa‘qe‘ 41 ] TOLAL ssesseccsessreres m

A total of 130 individuvals participsted in the fleld trips. Of
these, 44 attended 3 or more trips each. The number of "reguler. cus~
Waprs" s significantj those who -came most-froguently-were:

Orville Crowder ..*(trips) 16 Eleanor Cooley .u«......q

Rﬁckwell Sm1th .-_.4‘-‘0""“ 7

Bill McHoul ob'ob.'o'c;‘o:o;aoc' 15 Benjamin LeVin ¢.-¢090ij

Herbert Streck ceecoseees
Florence Burner ¢veeceeses L3 -

Mrs, Newell cccovecscesns
Ruth Lenderking ..a-i&o’q'oc'j Jocelyn Newell seeescoee
Theo,. Brannan oi¢ooooooo‘. LB Marcia Newell seseassnee-
Lola St}"&ck gﬁg;'g‘..q.;ooq’ PGGI‘]: Heaps "TEEEEEEIEX KR B
Willard Strack secoes .'..‘..J Hrs. Stollenwerck eseceee

The success of last year's field trips inspired the enlarged
program for the current year. A further consideration was the in-
treasing number of membors and field trippers, and the attendant
fesire to offer enough trips to keep the attondance on any -oneé
txeursion from getting too large for good obaerving. Thle year we
shell get into every corner of the state and explore every habitat,
Those who c&n some with regularity should have a rich birding ox-
krience and a grand time as welle -
Florence Burner
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LEW MEMBER LIST SUSPENDED. Relustantly, with this issue we dis-
continue listing the names and addresses of new members, The growth
of the Society has been aso rapid that this month's list would cover
four full pages. With the slze of each Maryland Birdlife limited by
whut 1s possible on our one-dollar-dues hudget, there isn't spacs to
extond to these new friends the warm weloome they deserve. However,
s complete listing of members is under consideration at present, and
should shortly he avallable for those who wish a copye.

During September and October, membershlp rose 168 to a total of
506, Among the new members were scores from outside the Baltimore
area, including our first members in Harford and Caroline Counties.
only three countles now remain Yunconguered®: Talbot, Somersct and
wlcomico., Have you any commections there? New members ranged from
g-year-old juniors to seasoned ornithologistse. One of the latter
vas Roger Tory Peterson, who recently became a genuine Marylander
when he acquired s home .at Glen Echo in Nontgomery County.

ST0KRES ON PELERE: The traveling Stokeses ~ Allen and Allce and
a new young Stokea = are settled in a new locale ~ Pelee Island in
western Lake Erie, where Allen is engaged in a pheasant research
project which will extend.over the next year. We have & fine letter
from Allen with many interesting notes dbout this ice~bound island,
{ts inhabitants human and avian, and its farming economy and attitude
tovard bird research. We hope to pass some of these along in the
neXs issude I% was onr pleasure to gpend some bime with thes Stokes
family at Madison this fall, and to have Allen jGin us on 2 bird
jaunt into Northern Wisconsine - - :

Orville Gro@der

AUDUBON WILDLIFE TOURS

The National Audubon 3Jociety is conducting two fagcinating ser=-
les of wildlife tours in southern Florida thils spring., Two-day

trips at frequent intervals from Jan. 19 to Mar. 19 will be con-
fusted to the Okeechobee-Kissimmee Region by none other than Alex-
owing owls, glossy

ander Sprunt, Jr., who will show limpkins, burr
ibises, Florida c;anes, and Audubon's caracaras to the six lucky

eople who aocompany him on each trip. And from Jan. 14 to May 1,
Rudgbon Warden Cgarg.ras Brookfield will lead sin}ilar tours to the new
Iverglades National Park, Cape Jable, and Florida Bay, to show hls
followers reddish egrets, man-o'~war birds, anhingas, wood 1iblses,
and roseate spoonbilla, Fee {15. For i1llustrated folders, write ,
Net'l, Aud. Soc., MeAllister Hotel Arcade, 10 Biscayne Blvd., Miaml.
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85 MEMBERS ON SEPTEMBER WALK: TFollowing the Allegany organize~
tlon meeting oeptember 10, attended by 45 megbers, a f%elg tr%p was
planned for Septembeyr 2%, Approximately 70 junior members and 15
sdults attended, traveling by car to Xoon Dam on Lake Gordon s Pa,
fheervations were slow, but the entire group had excellent views of
a blue~headed vireo, black-billed cuckoo and red-tailed hawk.  Leade
ors vere Jimmy Deetz, Walton Robey and Helen Miller.

1 -

LLEGANY

' A7
s ’4 P’:‘-ﬁ

OCTOBER FILID TRIP 3ITCIALIZES IN SPARROWS: Five adults and 9
jutors enjoyed & blrd walk along the ¢ & O tanal at Oldtown on Jat-
urdey, October Xl, led by Jimmy Deetz and Helen Miller, .1t waa an
idea] ‘autumn morning, 56 degrees at 8 A.M, and no wind, UWe were
first greeted by thersong sparrew, announcing 2 good day for spare
rovss We had close observation of the white-crowned, field, whiltew
throated, fox, savannah, Lincoln's English and sharp-tailed spay-
rovg, © Other birds seen weres- flocks of cedar waxzwings, myrtle war-
blers, goldfinchesg, ‘Carolina wren, kingfisher, downy woodpecker and
catbird, The singling of the Carolina wren, robins, white-throated,
sevannah and sohg sparrows made us wonder whether 1t was spring or

falls o s : ' :
T T Nan Livingstone

HAURICE BROOKS FEATURED IN TWO TALKS AND WALK: On the 17th
and 1BEH of OcGober, Maurice Brooks, WHO led the statewlde soclety's
field trip through Cranesville Swamp last spring, was the guest of
the Allegany elub, Friday afternoon he talked to the student as-
sembly at FortuHill High School on the subjeet "Feeding and Taming
the Wild Birds", illustrating the talk with his own slides, The
same night, he talked to a regular meeting of the Bird Club, on the
subject "A Balanced Program of Conservation", Saturday morning, Mr.
Brooks was the guest-leader for an adult walk along the ¢ & O Canal
at ldtown. It was another perfect fall morning - clear and no wind,
Tenty~-two species were observed, including kilideer, white-throated
sparrow, song spasyrow, Carolina wren, cardinal, myrtle warbler, ruby-
crowned kinglet, bluebird, goldfinch, downy woodpecker, cedar wax-
wing, Cooper's hawk, phoehe, blackpell warbler, kingfisher and tree
;P&I‘MW. The kinglets were everywhere and wsre obgerved very close~

NOVEMBER -DECEMBER PLANS: The Allegany meeting in November will
o heTd a% the Public Library in Cumberland, and the subject will be
"Peeding Stations". Kendrick Hodgdon, feedin% station chairman,
"1l be in charge. At the Degember meeting plans and outlines for
the Christmas bird count will be discussed and teams organized.

Helen B, Miller
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RECENT ORNITHOLOGICAL LITERATURE

For some time one of the featurss at the monthly meetings of the
nid has been a brief account of current bird literature. Many pecple
geem to have found helpful and interesting this overview of the large
amount of printed material which is heing offerred these days to
those of us Interegted in birds, With wmembership increasing more
rapidly then the number who-are able to attend the Baltimore meect-
ings, it has seemed a good idea to devote a pags in Maryland Bird-
life to the same purpose. Hence, you will find here In The ensuing
fonths brief notes on any published items of ornlthologloal interest
which may seem to this sditor worthy of comment, Formal reviews
will not be attempted and we may ccecasionally seem to stray down in-
viting by-paths, but the purpose of the psge will always be to ine
vite everyone to wider scquaintance with the present-day abundance
of printed matter .in the ornithological field, -

This month we restrict ourselves to the recent issues of two of
our national ornithological journals. The September number of The
Yilson Bulletin contains an article which will be of interest to all
of us, Comments made at varilous places in the latest edition of
Peterson's YField. Guide¥ have, perhaps, for the first tims brought
to the attention of some of us that all 1s not well with our present
system of vernacular namss for birds. Criticism has grown in recent
years, Now comes Dir. Griscom with “Commca Socnss in [ommon Nameal,
asserting that most of the oriticism is much ado about virtually
nothing, Of Dr, Griscom's engagingly made points, two appeal strong=
ly to this writer: "Common or vernacular names are not necessary
for the amateur naturalist and.it is a psychosis to think so.".and
“Soining vernacular names for subspecies is a waste of time." We
do not agree with everything in the article quite so wholeheartedly,
lisutbwe think 1t should be read by all who are in any way interested
n birds, l

Those who are taking part in the first winter bird census this
January will want to read T.L. Quay's "Winter Birds of Upland Plant
Commmities” in the July issue of The Auk., 'The work on which the
article is based was done neapr Ralelgh, N.C,, but the results are
very illuminating for our own region, and, moreover, are a good ilw-
lustration of the valuable information which can be agssembled by
gii'ding in a season often wrongly regarded as unprofitable for field
rips, ‘ ‘ \

This same issue of The Auk also conteina another supplement to
the AOU Checkwlist. Tho Ghanges this time ere chiefly in generic
names resulting from the decision to conform to the International

- BY -



‘Tl 111, Moy B WARVLAND Binbiies Wovs-Dags 1077

fules of Zoologloal Womenclatura on the matter of “the diffevence in
—a single letter in the spelling of poneric names, . Personally, we

"~ tuink this & bad prule but regard the prineiple of adherence £6 the
International system of higher lmportance than aingle vulea, Few
¢nough 8re the international agreoments of these daya, Not ‘many
Meryland birds are affected by the changes. With a few ‘oxceptions
your new Peterson employs these now namese. -

Haven Kolb

ALLEN LECTURE: BATTLE OF BIRDS V3. 1NGECTS -

Under the sponsorship of the Rird Club of the Humane Soclety of
Baltimore County, Dr,., Arthur A, Allen, professor of ornithology at
Cornell University, delivéred a colorful movie, “Birds in the Garden,?
to an overflow audience of youngsters snd oldsters in the auditocium
of the Baltimore Musewm of Art on Friday evening, November 14, In
gvery way. finapeially, socially, and scientifically, the occasion
WS 8 SUCCOTTe RN ‘

The title of the lecture may be termed an undeystatement, for
the area covered by the lecturer spread far beyond the confines of a
backy.rd to encompass plain, mountein, and gea. Nor was the subject
strictly ornithologleal in seope., 1In fact, politicel propaganda
loomed as large as the birds themselves. The film was originally
designed to stir a nation under arms, ss the alternate title, "Birds
on the Home Front® indicated, .

The lecturer sought by clever analogy to compare gertain classe
63 of birds to respective military units: for example, scaup ducks
Were submarines, sandpipers served the function of amphibious operse-
tiona; barn swallows were likened to the flight command, and the
.barn owl, pouncing down upon & rate, was a bOmMd diver, Kow ail thils
is dated, strictly speaking. One can imagine that if & member of the
fouse Committee investigating the movie industry had happened in .
upon the program, and seen an owl termed Gemeral Tito followed by a
flash of red as a scarlet tanager appeared upoy the scoreen, it is
possible that both lecturer and cameya would have been seized and
haled before 2 U.8. Marshal, However, the license granted by an
sudlence in the free state of Maryland pormitted this presentation

of the facts of history,

The analogy was neatly sustained as the feathered folk warred
sgainst our pests, and we glimpsed.such strikimg scenes as a ohest-
ut-sided warbler snapping up tent caterpillars for its hungyry young,
nd re jolced with the young cuckoo® as they stretched wide mouths
for the canker worms that memma dangled for a long time over her ime
Patient babies. The eye of mother cuckoo was a faseinating study.
Swerms of oven birds, crows and starlings constituted ground crews
end infantry, always necessary for mopping-up manoeuvers, The birds
won the war; and Dr., Allen, by his genial persenality, won the hearts
of young bird-lovers of Baltimore.

Oéiver B. Isaac
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The National Audubon Soclety's report of Audubon Junior olubs
at the end of November shows that Maryland had 81 clubs this year
sgainst 51 by the same-‘time last year - a gain of 53%. The number
of members 8% the end of November in Maryland was 2,088, againgt
1,337 last years - The hlg news-about this is that Meryland ranks
first of all 48 states in the rate of gain over last year, You
Tolks in the -Junlor Clubs have been putting our state on the map!

A3 usual, most of the juniogr reports ‘this month come from the

jggeters inAllegany Gounty. Let's hear from some of you :other
jiior members ‘in time Cor-the mext issue, - - ¢ ‘

WESTERNPORT: The "very live bunch of juniors at Hammond Street
school In Westernport have: heen keeping us posted on bird news from
thet corner of Allegany., Charles Barnard (11) reports that his col-
leetion of bird ‘nests includes a wren's, a catbird's, 2 goldfinch's
and @ robin's, He tells us that Delores Carpenter is one up on him
with & Baltimore oriole's mnest, however, Westernport juniors have
been busy making bird houses and feeding stations this fall,  John
Dettra (11) made 'one of each for his yard; C, &, Beck (10) got to-
gether with his father on a feeding station and sends us a pleture
of the. one they built from a pattern in "ee Wisdom¥, Johmny Ferrell
ind Jerry Moorehead 'also turned out a2 nice looking job, judging from
the nisturas thay sent. ' Too bad we can't reproduce photos in Mary-
land-Birdlife yet; we may be able to do this later on. Donald Van-
orsdale (11) is one of our regular reporters, and sends an interest-~
Ing note of a trip by 15 voys of the 4th, Sth and 6th grades on
(ctobsr 14, under the leadership of afulf member Mr. Paul Vanorsdale,
They saw many things of interest, Donald ‘says, including @ cardinal,
flicker, song asparrow and. a sparrow hawk. \

OLDTOWN: 'The "Oldtown School Junior Club has been busy, and we
have TIne veports of the September and October meetings. Faith .
Reckley gave a report on Dr, Brooks' talk before the Allegany Bird
(lab, and the following officers were elected: Joanne Crabtree, _
resident; Faith Reokley, vice-president; James Walters, secretary;
Roxanna Hough, treasurer. dJack Carder gets around the country at
Oldtown quite a lot, and has been spotting ducks on the Potomac,

e sends deseriptions, but hasn't named the specles yet., Looks as
though a Peterson guide would be & help on cone of the Oldtown trips,

CRESAPTOWN: We get a nice regular report of birds seen near
heseptown by three Junlor Clubs et the Cresaptown School - Mra.
Gerson's yoom, Mrs. Alderton's room and Mrs, Gels' room. Two Sep=
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tembor field trips ave reported, obéar\'_{a‘tions inoluding' Baltimore
oricles, bmac’iywinged’ hewks, killdeers and -meny.‘othera,. -

| LONACONING: “Central, High Sthool has organized a Bird (lub
undor the direction of Mre Kendrick Hodgdon., One big activity was
our walk in Froastburg. GCardinals, many different sparrows and one
olivé~backed thrush were observed, - We have a project to build and
erect foeding - stations in this aresa, and also-plan a mid-winter cen-
sus . hike during the Christmas vasstion. Our next bird walk will be
Friday, November 28, astarting from Love's grocery store. We have
invited fellow birders from-the county to join.us%.. ~ Marthe Bishop,

ELLERSLIE: | The first bird reports we have had from Ellerslie
School, Up ¢L0s88 to the Pennsylvanla line, came in this month {rom
Tommy Swanson (11), ‘David See (10) and Fremont Sheavley (10}, who
report seeling, respectively, @ robin, wild geese flying.over, and
P kingfish&r. T R ‘ R A

i ¥

 CUMBERLAND WEST SIDE SCHOOL: Frobably the most regular of all.
our junior. correspondents are the Vest Side club members.- Billile-
stein (9) reports the class pird calendar for Jeptember, and we ncts.
that birds seen included screech owlg, and nighthawks. The October
report comes from Evelyn Schpdt (9), also for the Fourth Grade Nature
(lub, and lists 22 speciesn.. Jerry Hart says he spotted 29 different
kinds of birds in OQctober, bringing his list for the year-up to 120,
That is & good total. Do you keep a yoearly lizt? There 1ls still
time to start a list for 1948, Gary Lee Willliams, who took John
furitan's place as president of the Fourth Grade Club when John left
for the west, Teports his list for the month, including a red-talled
hawk, cedar waxwing, and tree sparrow,

BIRD WALK, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 253 "rifteen children from liest
3ide School met at Allegany ana Greene -Street at 9 A,M. We started
our bird walk up Greene Street and turned off on a dirt road to the
Ridgedale Reservoir, After that we Degan vo see-many virds. These
are the birds we saw: ohickadee, field gparrow, myrtle warbler,’
tufted titmouse, downy woodpecker, song sperrow, crow, tlicker, ster-
ling, cardinal, white-throated sparrow, nobin, a hawk, cedayr waxwing
and chipping sparrow.% - Freddie Wartzack & Robert Relber (&Ee 11).

A FLICKRER'S NEST: “One day when Gary Williams came over to my
house I sald o him that I thought there was a nest in my back yard.
I took him to an old dead tres where I had watched a flicker last
summer, Gary climbed the tree and pulled out -a hendful of feathers,
then two skeletons of babies, He told me to gebt a box and I daid.
Wen I started back, he was yelling like anything and I thought some-
thing had happened to him - but he had found a bird's egis We
brought them to school.gnd now they are in -our collection®, -~
John Puritan (age 9). ' - ‘

Many other reports of Junior Clubs are already in covering the
events of November, and these will be covered in the next Maryland
Birdlife, since happsnings of November and December are reported in

the January«February issuc.
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The Ornithélogieal Soclety is eager to keep in
touch with all Marylanders-who are interested in bird 1ife. We welcome visi-
tore on field Yripa end at meetings, and we appreciate notes of interest.about
birds in your vicinity. We should like to number you among the members of the
Seolety so that you will recelve future issues of Maryland Birdlife and noe-
tices of locagl aotimties in Ba.l‘t;imare, Cumberland and-other centers.,

'IhlS issue of Maryland Birdlife is being sent to
five groups of pcople s of which you ars probably one of the following:

{1) Those who have alreaﬂy reeeiveﬁ an Invitation to join the Society,
In this case, wo wanted you to receive a copy of the glub publication
go that you might knowimore sbout the groupts. program and gotivity,

(2) Those whose names have recently been passed on to us,
Someone lnowd ‘of 'vour hird intarset. and this e an in*mﬁuﬂtim; to
Haryland bird activity and en invitstion to gssociate with it,

(3) Residenta of Mazvyla,nd in the vieinity of Washington,
If you are a member of the Audubon Society of the District of Golumbia -
we do not urge duplicatmn of membership,but we include all bird friends
with Maryland addresses ‘in our: ust and you will be very welcome. o

!i) Rasidenta of. L‘I'inunmr County .

The very active Cumberland group led by Mrs. Miller of Spring Gap, and
others, is developing a fine- lacal program and- welcomes newy members.

(5) Sponsors of Juniox Audubon Glubs.
Contact with these school clubs is especislly desired. Teachers may join
a8 individual adult members or send 50-cent- "3unior group membarships®. -
for their club as a unit, or both, Individusl juniors are also welcoms.

" Dues have been held to a dollar a year so that inters
est in birds may alwaya be-the basis of membership rather than money, and we
do not solicit contributions-of any kind. “If you would like to kesp in touch
with bird news and activity in: the*state, we. hope ‘you will send along the ap~
plication form below.

Orville W, Crowder, President

© @ B e E W o W W R N W W G W W W e W Eh G T A W A W M W W W W W e w -

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

I wish to apply for membership in the Maryland Ornithologlcal Society,
and enclose remittance for dues as indicatod below:

1 Adult meuber, e Junior under 18, 50¢ Junioyr Group,
—J1 %l a year (Give birth date) 11 50¢ a year
Name Address

Send to: Mr, H, P, Strack, 529 Sussex Road, Towson 4, Naryland,



