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.... - ~ 16 to' June 15 

From the beginnin~ O~ the period through the first week of May, 
n0rmal spring weather prevailed in the Baltimore area. Temperatures 
dipped below the normal mean ;or ~ose above it as much as ten degrees~ 
but only for a day or two at a time. Vegetation developed in a nor- 
mal and orderly maune~.~ though it may have seemed somewhat behind- 
hand to some peopl~ who held £z.esh in ~izcmory the;astoun4in~ly preco- 
010us developr~ent of the !act ~two springs. One Very warm period on 
April 50 and May I probably brouEht the first wave of warblers so 

k- • 

evident the foiiOw!ng ~';eekendo ~ However, on the ~ evening of ~ay V 
there was a sudden drol~ in the temperature which brought killin~ 
frost for the next twa nights to eastern Maryland, an unusually late 
date for frost in our reEion. The cold spell lasted through ~ay 8, 
9, and lO and undoubtedlydelayed the mIEratzon considerably. The 
0oncentratlon of swallo~vs reported elsewhere in this issue by ~iss 
Heaps must be attributed to the dan~ing-up effect of this coldwave. 
In contrast, the iatter ~part of May was consistently above normal in 
temperatures and rather, w2 t, The first half of  Jtuue was about normai 
wi~h much fine weathe r. 

Observations in spring may bQ grouped under three heads: depart- 
ure of winter biz~dm, arrival of su~ner and transient birds, and nest- 
ing activities. First some notes on the depal~turo of winter species: 
April 20, Lake Roian~d~, ~ twb-male horned-grebes (~;ac~mnan), Apr~A ~u, 
B~r~yn, red-breasted nuthatch, which had ~eaten at a feeding station 
during the winter, last ~ee~n (Cooley). May 15, Forest Park, Balti- 
more, last purple finch at a ~feeainz station (Br.ackblll). June B, 
Lake Roland, a veery was heard singing in a ~entle, misty rain be- 
tween 5:30 and 8:00 A.H., EST (Cooley). The latest date for the veery 
at Washington is Jttue 2 (Cooke, B~rds of the Washington, D.C., Region~. 

In spring the arrival of  new species is always the center o f  at- 
tention. No records were broken this year but some interesting data 
have been gleaned from the reports. April IV, Chase s purple martins 
an, ived in quantity (Crowder). April 23, Halethorpe t Maryland, yel- 
10w-throats arrived (Bowen). = April 25, Govans, Baltimore," first 
whlp-poor-will heard (Kolb). April EV, Govans, Baltlmo~e, first chlm- 
n0y swifts observed (Kolb); on the same date Brackbill observed his 
first ehinmey swifts in the Forest Paz~k section. April 28, Govans, 
Baltimore, first wood t~ushes heard singing (Kolb). April 30, Belts- 
v~lle, ~uby-throated hummingbird and crested flycatcher (Cooley). 
May I, Forest Park, Baltimore, blue jays and son~ sparrows passing . 
through, revealed by trapping (Brackbill). ~ay 3, Loch Raven, a goes 
w~ve of early ~a~b~ler~ inoludln~ pa~la~-" woz~-eat~J~; blac~-th~oatcd 
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~r~en, ovenbi~,d~;:~chat; -a-lso- a-~..flock .of .fourteen blue Jays~in motion, - 
bearing out proceeding note fro:~ Brackbll! (Kolb).. May 6, Hale- 
~hor~pe. a~ pai~ of~ bluo.~roabeaks ohscrvod~micaunden~ very favorable 
circumstances (Bowcn). M~y ~13, Dlckeyville;a male mourning warbler, 
a rathe~ ~are sp~Ingspecies (Brackblll). M&F 13, Bird River, Gape 
~y warbler, another unco,.~mon ;species (Crowder:), ~ay 17, Loch Raven, 
warbler flight 'atlfits height withmost of the common and some ~of the 
u~co~,on .specio:s~ropresented;~-especiaily to be noted~ magnolia, Can- 
ada, Cape May, Blackburnian, cerulean, Bay-breasted, and Kentuc~q 
(Kolb). May 19, A~butus, large flock of nighthawks migrating at 
dusk (Hampe). June I~ Woodstock, a population of perhaps half a doz- 
en singing male :cerulean warblers found along the Patapsco (Kolb~and 
oth rs). 

The breeding notes isubmltted have been many and only a selection 
of the most interesting items can be given here, April 24, Forest 
Park, Baltimore, cardinal nest with three young a day or so old 
(Brc0kblll). :April 2V, .Patapsoo State Pa~k, kingfisher starting nest 
hole (Hampo)~ May 3, .Loch Raven, nest of Carolina wren containing 
,',,,,*, ~- (~o!b~=/ ~av ~ .Be!t~vi!!e; ~ pair of ~!!!deer~ v~t~ tw~ 
young a week o~ so:old (cooley).. May v, Halethorpe, four young 
barred owls out Of the ~nest .~~d ~about fou~ weeks old (Bowen and 
Hampe). Nay I0, Pike.sville~ a pair of barred owls was watched bring- 
ing two young out clothe nelst (Mr so Kuch). May i0, Loch Raven, a 
brood of wood ducks a weekor so old was found wish adults nearby in 
a honeysuckle tangle aleng.[th e ,Gunpowde~ (Kolb). May ll, Patapsco 
State Park and Hale thorpe , -;two pairs of blue-gray gnatcatchers were 
0bssrved at work building nests (Hampe and other~). May 24~ Arbutus, 
young starlings out/of the nest and able to fly (Hampe). May 31, 
Bird Hiver, hooded and Kentuc!ry warblers settled on overlapping 
breeding ter~i~ories;:.seldom do these two specie.s occur together 
(C ,cwder).. " ,. ...,-.,,. ..... - -,.- . 

a ~carcity .of bob-white~. This is particularly true in the region 
about Looh Raven where very few males have beenheard ~calling during 
this nesting season~ At Loch Raven there has been a'-notable increase 
in the numbers of yellow-throated vireos. Formerly a rather uncom- 

o ~, men bird, this past spring four slnoin~ males v~.ere locatedalong a 
woodland route of about one mile. 

Haven Ko!b 

THE SEASON 

Jun___£e le to 31, 1947 

As the membership of the SOciety grows by leaps and bounds, and 
more and more observations come in from outside tl~e Baltimore area, 
it becomes desirable to increase the scope of THE SEASON to inclt~de 
tho entire State of maryland. The records committee now urges ev~ry- 
one to send in notes at the close of each two-month period. (Rep-'-6~s 
o~ the period Sept. 1 to Oct. 31 should be mailed not later than the 
5th of November.) Some members have felt in the past that their no~os 
would not be wanted; they couldn't hope to competewith the "expe~.~s". 
~t:this roport !s-not i~ any ,sense ,the result of competition.to-see 

- 46 - 



..... fiAri L-i,:iD<i  T  L r 'E " .......  .94V- 
• ~ 0 ~ .  • ~ . . . . .  - ~ - - : . : ~  ~ .-.~'~, " ..... :. , .;;---~ ~ ~ ....... .~...~.~ ...__ _-. _ . . . _ _ _ . . . ~ .  ~- 

all reports ~.that are turned .in...~ With the.~oope,,ation of every mem- 
bet,-~we a r e _ % r n ~ n ~ _ _ ~ . n  - ~ 1 . ~ n  ~I ] w e  ,~ a ~ • a , - ,~  '" ~,o-~+, 
n0stin~, - a n d  abundance at all :%imes ,- of each ~species~i~ -every part 
0f"the. State. ~ Many migrants 'f~om the south Brri~e ~on"the Eas.tern. c 
Shore ,a .week t.o ten.days ahead. 'of the time -they"~each":Baltimore; they 
do not arrive in .-the mountain areas.until-a week a~ more after this. 
-Fall trans lents coming -In ~ ~qm :the -~n.orth- a~e :seen Tir~t -in -the moun- 
tains. Many birds whlch::are common ~en Jtho Eastern Shore are race.or 
absent in other parts of the state;~-there are many "ether species 
v~hi~h are c olmnono s t .iin- the. mounts ins (e Ith~r as -summer re s idents, 
winter visit Ors,~.~.mi_Erants). IIence repo~ts from all sections a~e 
u~gently needed, Even an observation on.a single co,men species, 
when oompa~.ed-~ w itb~:slmilar~ ~epo~t s • from other Observer s, will h~ip 
to form a clearer ploture-[of., the "status. of: ~ this ~bi~d. than would othcr- 
~Ise be poe s e. ..... ~ ' "~ "~ " 

.... The departure 7~f)~.~%hmmer.'residonts and-arrlval Of' fall migrants 
depends to a _!arge.-extent up.on/tempe~ature and wind conditions. The 

peratu~,o usually aeeompaniod by"~no~thweat"winds which ~are-favorable 
for the southward miE~-atlbn of ~blyds. : Temperatu~es~during the "latter 
half of June wo~e 2~ to.~6-deGrees below no~mal, :but-slnco-virtua!l~ no 
migration takes~~place durint.; this.perlod, thls~:Is "only~of passing in- 
terest. During-~:the'flrst 19days of :-July ~the mercury stayed consist- 
ently near the aver.age reading; the .first~transiontL~shorebi~rds were 
noted on the -!.2th,. but no wldespread-'movement took iplace, ~-From. July. 
20 th2ough.24-,. ~a vigorous; Cold."wave ~(high pressure ~area ~ swept.~'the ~: 
State, causing light frost at .:Grantsville-on ~the_ latter-date. This 
0aused the immediate and :~prematu~e ~departure of the orchard oriole, 
the first summer_ resident-~to leave fo~'}the- south, -It also stimulated 
the shorebird -flight, and-;very ..likely -accounted for -an unusual record~ 
of the black-throa..ted_ green wa.rble~ :at-. Gabin John. "The remainder of 

days of August. But from'~Au~us~t. V on, :the:mercury beean tie rise, ~and 
fo~ the remainder of the-month the~mlnlmum temperatures.~ were 2 tall 
degree s above 'normal -overy. Single Ln ight: :-.Thl s-had the <effect of re- 
tarding migration to such an extentthat-'only an insignificant number 
of migrant land blrds..arrlved' from the north-before the end ef the 
perlod, while Acadian flycatchers, several swallows, Kentucky warb- 
lers, Baltimore o~i.ole~ a.n~.._ e~hor..stu.mme~.residonts.fai.led t,o~ depar.~ 
on time .... . -- 

H e r o n s .  There was:an-unusually fine flight of the southern 
herons-~in late summer, The first 2-Amerlcan egrets werenoted at 
Patuxent on .July 2 by F. H. Uhler; 48 wore counted by R. T., Peterson, 
R. E, Stewart, and O. S. Robbins".on July 26 at :Assateague,.'and a peak 
of 85 was recorded at Nottingham on the tidal Patuxent on Aug. 21 by 
~wart and R. B. Cverlngton~ Smaller nualbers wore noted as far we~t 
as Washington Co. (Green). The :flrst appearance of the snowy egret 
away from its .breeding grounds -~waS on July.8., "when a young bird was 
seen at Patuxent by Stewart. The highest count on the western shore 
of the bay was 15 on.Aug. 9-at Sandy?t. (RobDIns and U"~DA class), 
~hilo on Assatoague Island, 65. were ~see.n on July 12, and 55 on the 
20-th (J. H. Buckalew, SteWed# Bobbins).~ 'The s n o ~  .. wa~ also rop~a,C~d • , . ,~ .. , .,. ,. .,-'' . C: • , '- " ' 
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from Chesapeake Beach, Crlsfield, and Blackwater Refute.+ The L~Isi+ 
~naheron, whlch !rod F~evlous!y been wOcord~d only+once away from the 
00ast, was seen %wlce at Sandy Point: 4on Aug. 9 (Robblns an~ c~a~s), ~ 
and 1 on the :i6th (J+~ E. Nillou•hby). + The;:northornmost recor+j on 
the ~oast was~i a t  Ocean City, July 2G (GUy+ Emerson, Bobbins, ~te~avt) 
~r~ the latest+ 1 was seen at kssateaguer on Au~. 25 (Bumkalew).+ +-,The++ 
little blue+heron +appeared at :Patuxen~.on~+July~6 (Uhler), and the 
peak away from+the coast was ~5 at sandy.Pro# Aug. g (Bobbins ~+ 
class). One yelloW-crowned nlght++heron at Ocean Gity On ~July 26 
(Peterson, Robbins~, Emerson) was:the bnlF+++report away Trom ~£e few 
known nestln~ ~colonles, • -. _.+ + 

• +•+ - +  + i ! : "  _+  '~+ 

Duck..~s+ Vulture++ A single lesser scaup duck, apparently heal- 
thy, was seen ne~ottlngham on Au 6. 21 by +Stewart and Overlngton. 
Black +ultures, wh!ch:ar~ ~still very local in occurrence at any sea- 
son north or east of• Annapolls, were noted at + Harrieonville, }{enry-+ 
ton, Pretty Boy -++ReservoIr, i Sandy Polnt~ and Stevensville in July.tot 
e a ~ l ~  - A u ~ u s t . - b ~  Stewart and + + E o b b i n s ~  !~ '+-:~ +- -.+ ' ~ ~ . . +  " . • 

• + . , -  .++-.++++:+++=i i ~  + + - + + + + y  ++ . -+_ • ' - ' ~ - i :  + ' . + 

Plovers and TuPnstone. Between %he hei+ht of;-t~8 breediP++sma+ 
son an--~be-'~n~nlng O+ ~the + +land bled migration , tl%¢ + attention of 
many observers +is focused upon the sho#ebird flight whlo+h+ begins in 
early July and reaches +i~s peak in August. Although the full 8ran + 
dour of ~hls migration can be ~ enjoyed only at the coast, a ~mall con- 
tingent passes along+Chesapeake Bay, stopping at any mud flats or 
sloughs that happen to be exposed. ~ince local rainfall is instru ~ 
m~ntal in keeping water,at appropriate levels in sloughs, a ~ flat t~:at 
is good for shorebirds one day may+hot contain a bird two days l~er. 
It wa~ our ~ood~ fortune thls~ fall ~o find an easily accessible flat~ 
one mile no~th of the Bandy ~Point ferry;landing, which • re~uained in ~ 
perfect condition i throushout ~ the month of August; many of the follow- 
In~ records were made he~eo The first (20) semipaimated +plovers were 
noted at  +Assat~agu~ an-;~ + ~ + . + - , ~ ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , Emerson), and 
the f o l l o w t n  8 day-2,were: +een along -~he Chesapeake ~a+ ++ ~is~i+id+- 
They were found at Sandy •P~int from Aug. 9 +~throu~h iAug, 50, with a 
maximum count of 60 on ~the~•21s~ I(•B, Kessel, S. W. Eaton, Robblns). 
The first 2 black-bellled ploverswere i seen at Assateague on July 26 
( Stewart, Bobbins ), but~no large counts we-re +obtalned ~ ~the highest 
being 5V on Au~. 23 by BuckaleW, Bobbins, and Eessel. In addition to 
looalitles mentioned in th~ Preliminary List of Hampe and ~ Kolb, 
single black-bellles Were seen at Crlsfleld, Au@. 24 (Stewart, (Peter- 
son), and Sandy Point onAu G. 9 and !6 (Robblns, WillOughby). The 
first 3 tumnstones were noted on ~u!y 26 at Assateague by Peterson 
and Emerson, and by ~Aug. 8 this Specles:Was fairly common at O~ean 
City (Kolb). The only records away from the coast were at Sandy Pro, 
where i was seen on~Au~: ~ (Kobblns and cla~s} and 4 on A u~, !4 
(J. N+ Taylor). ,+ 

~ .  The first hudsonlan/cumlews (45) were seen in Wor- : 
tester-Oh, o--~uly~12 by Stewart and Bobbins; counts made south of 
the Vir61nia line indicate that they reached their peak in early Au- 
+gust. The ~Tllght of sclltary @andplpers ~as poor; the first was 
found at Oa~demock On July 25 (C. T. johnson), amd the h~hest coUnt 
• as of V at Sandy Pt, on Au~. 20 (Stewart). 17 willets were obse~ed ~ 
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best count from that region Was of 200 on Aug. 23 ~(~. Karp!usa 
L uclcalew); records away ~ from the coast were: I, Crisfield, july 27 
(Peterson, Stewax.t); I, Chesapoal~e Beach, ~ug. 17 (Meanley, Stewa~t); 
and 9, 2, and I at Sand[ Point on Aug. 14, SO~ and 30, respectively, 
by Taylor and Stewart. ~ ~ Only small n uA-bers Of greater yellow-legs 
were reported, but ~25 lesse~s were counted at Blaokwater on Aug~ 24 
by I. R. Barnes and Stewart; th%f!~st individual of this species was 
found at Assateague Qn July 12, and 7 were seen on the following day 
(Eobblns, Stewart). A high count of 85 pectoral sandpipers was ob- 
tained on Assateague on July 26 by Buokalew and Stewart, ~ The largest 
numlber at Sandy Pt., where the species was found regularly throughout 
August, was 22 on Aug. 14 (Taylor). The pectoral was also seen at 
Ocean City (12), Grisfield (2), and Blackwater (28) on Aug. ~3-24 by 
~tewart and party~ Only single white-rumps were located: Assateaguo, 
July 26 (Robbins, Peterson); and Ocean City and Isle of ~ight, Aug. 
25 (Stewart, Barnes). By July 26~ least sandpipers were common along 
the coast as indicated by 185 repot.ted from Assatea~ue by Peterson 
and Robblnso They were also observed in the Chesapeake Bay area as 
follows: 25 at Crlsfi@ld on July 27, 50 at Black, rater on Aug. 24, and 
15 (maximum) at Sandy Pt~ on Au G • 21. ~ ~'-~ ~ - ~ - --~-" ~- 
were seen at Assateaguo (3) and Ocean City (1) on July 26 by Pete~son 
and Stewart; the highest count during the period was 6 at Assatea6ue 
on Aug. 23 (Buckalew, Eobblns, Ka~plus). 

Dowitchers were first reported from Assateague on July 12, When 
35 were noted by Stewart and party. Although much larger numbers 
were seen just across the state llne in Virginia, Naryland's best; 
tally was 104 in Worcester ~ Co., Aug. 23 (Robblns, Buckalew, Stewart)~ 
44 were counted at Crisfield on July 27 (Stewart, Emerson, Peterson), 
and 9 at Blackwate~ on Aug. 24 (Barnes, Stewart, Robblns); strangely 
enough this species was not found at .,~r~d~ Pt The semlpalmated 
sandpiper, one of the most abundant of our shoreblrds, was fimst en- 
countered on July 13, when 8 were seen at Mills Is. by Stewart and 
RobDins; the highest counts from various observatiun pu~n~ -~.~ 
325, Blackwate~, Aug. 24; 200. Sandy Pt., Aug._ 20; 280 Assateague,. . . 
July 26; 270 Ocean City, July 26; and lO0, Crlsfield, July 27 (crew 
art, Robblns). The v~estern sandpiper, which is overlooked by many 
birders because of its similarity to the semlpalmated, was found reg- 
ularly in company with the latter species, thoush generally in smal- 
ler numbers; it was relatively more common in the Chesapeake region 
than on the coast, suggesting that a substantial flight from the west 
passes along the Bay enroute to the coast. Further north along the 
coast this species becomes increasingly rare. The first lO migrants 
were identified at Mills Is. on July 13 by Stewart; on the 26th 9 
were seen at Assateague~ and a similar number at Ocean City, by Peter- 
son and Buckalew. The highest count at the coast was 55 at Ocean 
City on Aug. 23 (Stewart, Barnes, Meanely). Interesting counts along 
the Chesapeake included lO0 (with 65 semis) at Sandy Pt., Aug. 21 
(Eaton, Kessel, Robblns); 7 at Chesapeake Beach, Aug. 17 (Meanley, 

Barnes, Robbina); and 3 at Crisfield, July 27 e o t~. 
The sanderling, commonest shorebi~ of the outer beach, arrived at 
Assateague between July 15 and July 26; on the latter date 1500 were 
estimated by Buckalew and Stewayt. The highest count, 1500, came 
f~om the Isle ~f WiEht on Aug. 3 (M. Ellioth, Barnes). Only two ~eo- 
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0~ds were received from the Cheoapeake ~egion; 3 were noted ~t Sandy 
Pt. on Aug. 7 (Stewa~t), ;~nd i ~t the same place on Aug.~IO (Wlllough- 
by), 

Gulls, Terns, and 8kilmne~. The ~Ing-bllled gull flight was w~ll 
undo~ ...... wa y Aug. ~, w~-~ wore o1~served at Assateague by Bur ka- 
low and party; up to this tlme there had been no appreciable Increase 
in the her:~Ing gull. ~ Eleven ~ull-bllled terns seen at Aosato~gue on 
July 26 by Stewart, Buckalow, and Peterson, Is the highest count yet 
~,6perted f:,om thls State. Two Forste~'s te~ns were flrst seen at 
sandy Pt. on Aug. 9 (Robblns aud class), anO the highest Ohesapea~Te 
Bay count In thSs period was of 40 bi~ds at Chesapeake Beach on f~go 
IV (stewart, Meanley). The common te~n, which is generally scar,.or 
than the Forsterts in the Chesapeake area, was flrst seen at sandy Pt. 
on Aug. 9, as was a single least tern (Robblns and class). The Cas- 
pian tern was not reported until Aug. Z3, when 15 were counted on 
Assateague by Buokalew. Only 2 bl,~ck tern counts are at hand, both 
from the Assateague--Ocean City ~,rea: 32 on July ~6 i and 66 on Aug. 
~3 (Buckalew, Robblns, SteWart). Co~m.uon and Forster s te~ns and 

land. Although Crowder reports normal numbers of young in the Oce~u 
Clty colonies, there w~s heavy mortality (human predation?) at South 
Point, ~.nd the Glare Harbor colonies were a complete failure; the lat- 
ter area, which supported upw~'.rds of 200 palys in 1945 will probably 
be abandoned In a very few years since all three islands are ~apld]y 
beln G cut away by the wate~,s of Cl~incoteague Bay. 

Cuckoos, N ~ i ~ .  A nest contalnlng sn early brood of two 
yelloWY-b-~11-gd cuo~6o~.-one-third grown, was found on June 3 at P.~tux- 
cnt by D. L. Allen and Stewart. No nest of the bl~ck-bllled species 
was reported, but an early fall mlgrqnt was heard passing over Patux- 
ent on the night of AUg. 17 (Robblns). The first flight of night- 
hawks vms reported on Aug. ll at Govans by Kolb, who comments that" 

.... --~- ~--'~-~,~ ̂ ~,~+ ,~*" ~.~ ~n11 mf~atlon. None w~re 
noted at Patuxent until the 19th, when i6 were counted by Stewart" on 
the following day the Patuxent total was 34 (Eaton, Kessel, Robblns), 
which remained the highest count of the month. 

H u~ingb~ird, Woodpeckers. A count of 35 hummingbirds in the Pa- 
tuxen~ ~n~r~h near NOttihg~am~On Aug. 21 by Ovemlngton and stewart, 
will be hard to beat. It probably indicates the migration peak for 
this season~ Young red-headed woodpeckers at least partly dependent 
upon their parents were observed on July 14 at Hlllsdale Park by 
B~ackbill; thls species nests late~ than most members of its family. 

Flycatchers. As we pass to the perching birds, the compiler Is 
conf~'gnte~b~ores of nest records, mostly from the Washington- 
Baltimore area; since much material is already available from this 
~eglon~ it is deemed advisable to mention only those nesting dates 
which fall near the beginning or end of the normal nesting period of 
a species. The departure of eastern kingbirds from inland localities 
was delayed by the abnormally warm weather. Two birds were present 
at Greenbelt, and ~ at patuxent •through the 30th of August (Nillo~<h- 
by, Robblns), and stragglers llnge~ed well Into the next period. 
crested flycatche~ which failed in p~evlous nesting attempts, had 
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eg~s at Belt sville on July 13; on the followin~ day one egg had dis- 
~ppeared and tile bird desDrt~d (Cool~y). A rather, late nest record 
of the Pl~oebe was -obtained by Kolb, wl~o ;fotu,d 5 eggs mtill bein5 In- 
cubated at Loch Raven on Juno :2!. 

swallows. The first tmee swallow was seen at Patuxent on July 
11 ( ~ s ~  Eobblns), and men the :~Tth, a flock of 5~ was spotted at 
Elllott Is. by Pete~son and Stewart. Young ~ough-wlnss , still partly 
dependent upon their parents, appeared at Dickeyville on June 28 
(B2aokbill). The followlnE fine counts from G~eenbelt Lake show the 
departure of this species: 50 on July ~9, ~3 on Aug. I0, and 3 on 
Aug. 30 (WillouGhby). The last barn swallow eggs hatched at Patuzent 
on July IV (Robbins). Dr. B, roes, who keeps close tabs on the purple 
z~tln Roost in W:~shington, reported a concentration of 1500 of these 
birds at Cambridge in the late afternoon of Aug. 1. It would be in- 
teresting to know the location and size of othe~ martin roosts in 
Maryland. 

' "  .... ~""~-~'," ( On _Au~. ~. 8 ~ brood of ho-s~ wrens last their 
nest ~-~-fckeyville Brackb~ll ) ~ The last clutch of 5 eggs at Patux- 
en~ hatched on July 29 (Robbins), and the last Beltsville brood 
spread its hatching over three days, Aug. lO-12 (Cooley). Numbers of 
long-billed marsh wrens were still singing in the Gunpowder marshes 
0n Aug° 1V (Kolb), and short-bills were in son E at Crisfield and 
Blaokwater on the ~4th ~(Stewart and party). A lone mocklngbi~d was 
noa~ly ready to leave its nest at Patuxent on July ~4 (R. T. Mitchell! 
and on the ~6th or ~Tth a brood took wing at Dickeyville (B~ackbil'); 
on the latter date an early flock of 1E was noted at Halethorpe b-j 
B0wen. A brood of catbirds left a Patuxent nest on Aug. l0 (Allen). 

Robin, Shrike. On June I, a pair of robins that succeeded in 
raising-~elr--~t brood in Greenbelt, had a second clutch of 4 eggs 

fresh egg on July 19, but later deserted. The last report of young 
in the nest came from Crisfleld on July 27 (Robbins). A migrant 
~hrike seen at Sandy Pt. on Aug. 21 by Kessel, Eaton, and Robbins, 
was the first one reported away f~om a nesting area. 

Warblers. A wandering prothonotary warbler was found at Hale- 
thorpe o ~ ~  23 by Bowen~ On the following day a worm-eater was 
seen at Blackwater (where the species does not nest) by Meanley and 
R0bbins. Another obvious migrant was a yellow warbler at Patuxent on 
Aug. 14 (Robbins). The black-throated green warbler referred to in 
the introduction was seen and heard singing at Cabin John on July 20, 
one month ahead of the earliest D.C. arrival date, by Robbing and 
Cooley. This species has not been found east of Catoctin Mr. in sum- 
mer. Young prairie warblers prematurely left a nest at Beltsville on 
July 4 (Robblns), while a brood at Loch Raven had not flown by the 
12th (Kolb). Bowen reported a hooded warbler on Aug. ~3 at Hale- 
thorpe, where the species does not breed. The first Canada warbler 
we8 seen on Aug. 12 at Patuxent (Taylor and C. Dianda). The ear~.est 
nest of the redstart to be ~,eported thls summer contained 3 eggs o~: 
J~ne 7; it was found at Bcrwyn by A. E. Brown. 

Blackbird~ and Orioles. Kessel and Robbins heard theflrst 
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bobolink ~t Patuxen~ on'Aug. 20, ~nd.on ~he next day:Stewart and Over- 
i~ton saw 18 near Nottlngha~ on the tidal Patuxent Elves, along with 
800 red-wings. A@ate nestof the l~.tter species contained 3~young 
ab0u~ 2 days old in the Lake Roland.breedlng,bi~d census area on July 
23 (Oooley). The o.~chard oriole was last heard singing at Patuxent 
en July 19; ~ were seen at Lake Roland on th~ 20th, and the final one 
on the 23rd (Cooley). Ba!timo~e o~loles were on the move by August 6, 
when the first one ~was~reeo~ded at Patuxent Refuge (Robblns), Cow- 
birds were seen being fed by foster parents as follows: by yellow- 
throa$, Aug. 24, Blackwater (~oaul~:y); by ~.ed-eyed vireO, July 23, 
Di0keyville, and'song sparrow, July 22, Fo~est Park (Brackbill)~ 

~inches and Sparrows~ A brood of ca~,~Inals left the nest at 
Diokey v~on~u'g~-'g-an'~ 6 (Brackbill), On Aug. 21, a very late 
nest of the sharp-tailed sparrow contained 2 fresh eggs at Sandy Pt. 
([~obbi.~s, ~(essel, Eaton). A song sI~arrow was flushed from a nest of. 
3 ~ggs on Aug. 9 ;by Robblns and class, also at S.~ndy Point; but the 
latest report of this species comes from Lake Roland where Miss Coo- 
~v found a nest ~w~th '3 three-day-old ~roung on Aug. 20. This review 
of the summer sea, on is~ terminated very inappropriately with the ~'e- 
p0~t of a single belated spring migrant. This aberrant indivldual~ 
which "~;..~,~'t saw on June ~26 at Beltsville, and which at that time 
should have been feeding young in the mountains of northern New Eng- 
land or New York, was none other than a sln~Ing m~le white-throated 

- ~:-- .. " .. _ Chandler S, Robblns 

CRESTED FLYCATCIiERS AND A SUNPAPER BOX, MIDDLE RIVER 

On June 2, while passing a roadside 8unp~,per tube on Wilson 
Point Road, Middle River, I was startled by the flutter of wings, and 
on turning saw a crested flycatcher emerge from the tube. On closer 
...... ~ ~  T ~o~,~..~.~ ~.he nes~t and fou~ p~,rtially incubated eggs. 

I immediately infor~ed the occupants of the house, who in turn 
notified the Sun carrier to deliver their papers to the front door, 
which was a good block from the road. After some persuasion on my 
part, the carrier agreed to deliver the papers to the door and leave 
the nest undisturbed. 

8o far so good. My daily visits through the week brought the 
~atlsfaction of knowing that incubation was progressing normally and 
undisturbed, but Saturday, June V, the rains came and brought with 
them the downfall of~'~the nest. ~ 

It rained all night and was still raining Sunday morning at 8 
A.M.~ when I witnessed a strange sight at the newspaper tube. The 
Sunday paper was protruding about 3 or 4 inches from the box and the 
female flycatcher was tearir4S the wet end to shre~s. I flushed her, 
removed the paper, and left. My next visit to the nest found the en- 
trance closed by h spider web; I removed it Only to find one there 
again the next day. I came to the conclusion that the nest had been- 
abandoned, for I never saw the bird around it again. The nest and 
eggs were later removed and brought to the Ornithological Soclet¥ 
m0eting for inspection. Now the double duty newspape~ tube is back 
at work serving it~ original purpose, Larry L. Haynle 



Between AuEu-~t ~i, i94i, and May-18, 1947, I banded 83 Purple 
Grackles. They were 33 adult males, 17 adult females, I independent 
Juvenile, ~ juvenile Pr~:~ctioally indep0ndent, and I fledgling still 
u n a b l e  t o  f l y .  ~ : - ~  ' : :  ' - • • 

Thirteen males and 3 females were banded at 3201 Carlisle Avenue, 
on the eastern edge of the Forest Park secti0n of Baltimore, and the 
fl I,:I[:. in some wild land about a block from there, from 1941 to 
1944. Six females were banded at Branchville, Prince George's County, 
in 1944. Twenty males, 8 females and the 2 Juveniles were banded at 
4608 Sprlngdale Avenue, on the western edge~ of Forest Park, from 1945 
to 1947. 

Of these birds, 50 have not been seen or heard from since being 
banded. The other three have been ~epo~ted as follows: 

Adult mule No~ 41-355068, banded on Carlisle Avenue on September 
2, 1942, was found dead at Hollywood, St. Mcry~s County, Md., on Nc- 
vembor 9 of the same year, by Lieut, R. L. Mann, USN, of Washington, 
D.C. This bird was 70 miles directly SOUt h of the place of banding. 

Fledgling No. 35-339106, which was not yet able to fly when I 
caught it by hand in wild land between the 3~00 blocks of Vickers 
Road and Piedmont Avenue on May 29, 1944, ~nd which therefore must 
have hatched at that place, was found dead on July 13 of the same 
year (it had plainly been dead for some d.a~js) at 3706 Clifton Avenue, 
Baltimore, by Fred C. Nordhoff, living there. This bird had got 2/3 
mile southwest of Its birthplace at the age of something less than 2 
months. 

Adult fe,c,m!e No; 38-8~9144: banded on S~rin~dsle Avenue on Au- 
gust 4, 1946, was found entnngled in an old kite string caught in a 
hedge ~t the Westport power plant in Baltimore on April ~3, 1947, and 
was freed by a g~rdener there ~n(S another employe, Frank U. Neat, of 
Riviera Beach, Md. The circumstances suggest that this bird was 
building a nest at 'j~stport. Ashtuning that it had returned in 1947 
to the same neighborhood in which it nested in 1946, it was 6 miles 
n01~thwest of its territory when originally banded. 

Her vey Brackbill 

TI~UPLAND PLOVER IN FREDERICK COUNTY 

On May 25, 1947, Bill Pruitt and I spent an entiPe day working 
the Frederick V~lley from the city of Frederick to the Montgomery 
County line and over to the Catoctin Mountains in quest of Upland 
Plover~o A single day in an area of this size is hardly enough to 
make an exhaustive population cheek on the number of individuals in 
a loc~le; and, as n result only six (6) individuals were noted in a 
typical environment whor e unquestionably many more can sumely be 
f 0und. 
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The six bi~ds recorded were in one Group, frequentin6 a newly 
pl~nted corn field, o timothy field and a field o£ mixcd grasses and~ 
weeds, approximately a mile south of !Buckeystown~ Fou~, of thesix 
birds were adults while two of them wore ~ twq-day old young , This 
ze~ns that the eg6s must have been laid the very first part of Nsy, 
since the period :o~-~, incubation is about 21 .Or .2.2 days for this spe- 
cies. ~ "  - : - ~ - ~ "  : . . . . . .  " -"-" - ; "  ~ ' " : - -~  . . . . . .  '~'~ 

The adult males spent most of their time in the newly plowed 
cornfield feedin~ principally on insects. The female with the chicks 
was in a timothy fleld,~ ~and the second female probably had a nest 
nearby. 

The Frederick Valley is well known for its limestone soils and 
is essentially a co,n-wheat-dairy re~ion. Its topogr~,phy is Gently 
rollln~ to flat and with its extensive aroa Of open~ fields is a grand 
place for the plov.~rs,. ' ' 

' B .o0ke M anle  _ 

BO~OLI:~I~ !N~ JIAP~,'O~9 COUNTY 

On M.~y 14, -"abOut 160~male bobolinks were observed near Hishland , 
Harford Gounty, _about~5"miles below the-Pennsylvsnia llnel They were 
perched on two or three leafless ~rees, poised almost vertically , and 
all sineing in a loud chorus. Not recoenizing them, I stopped the 
car and w~lked over to investigate. My dellght was great when i 
recognized migrating bobolinks in their lovely courtship costume on 
thQ way to the north of us from far-away Brazil. They seemed'rather 
unafraid, as I was only about 2G feet away as they chan~ed position 
but continued their song. Finally they flew into an adjoining clover 
field, coming down with their lovely sailing posture. This was at 
4 P.M. on a beautifu~ %unshiny afternoon, followin~ a heavy thunder- 

Pearl Heaps 

T H E  N A S H M i L L - E : , A I f D .  , T E I ; H ' m S S E E " W f ~ B ~ S  AT C O L L E G E P A R  K 

On May 3rd, a Nashville warbler was noted in a wave of warblers 
coming through a bottomland ~ area at College Park. After pursuing it 
for the best part of two days it was procured. This bird was one of 
the most active and elusive warblers I have ever seen, sticking to 
the tops of Sweet Gums most of the time; singing about once every 
hou~ and then only three or foum times. 

On May 8th, a second Nashville was noted in the same area; and 
while this one was also elusive and singing sporadically it remained 
cl0sc to the ground in an extensive Viburnum thicket. 

On this same date (~v 8th) and ~singing vociferously, perhaps A'.A~,,j 
more so than any warbler I have ever heard, a Tennessee Warbler was 
observed with 8X glasses in an alder thicket along a stream on the 
University campus~ This bi~d wo.~ked wlthlt~ four or five feet of the 
g~ound most of the time and could be easily approached ~o within 

fifteen feet. Brooke Meanle~ 

- 54 - 



"~'-~- II I ."; -~" ~~'  ~~'- ~ ' N o .  4 - ; ' - ~ " ~ : - ~  J ' M A R Y L A N D  BIR ~~]~E~- . . . . . . . . . . . .  " ~'~- -~- ..... - ~ . , ~  ~ ~ -  _n~ ~ - ~ "  " 

• . - ~ ;  . . . .  . ~ . ~  - ~  ~ ~ . ~ : : :  ~ -  , _ ~ _ _ . .  ; ~ ~ ~ , : - . . - ~ -  , - ~ . ; /  . . . . ,  , ~ - - ;  , . , .  - . ; - -~ . . .  ~ _ _  . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

- '  A - - R ' T : t C . - L r _ _ £ S  - -  
. . . .  ~ ' ' " ~ : ' : ' " ; ; - i ~  ~ L : ~ ' ; . % ~ ; : t ~ : : : ; ~ ; " ; ,  " "~ ; - ~ - ~ " :  ~ ; . ~ ' " ' : ' :  ; - ' ;  ; _ : ; : ~ . L . : ~  Z ~ ; , ~ " ; ; ; ' /  .=~ - - . : : ,  ; ~ t ' ; ; . ~ _  ' ~ ' ; ~ . ~ - t \ ;  ~ : : ~  .-,z-~;;~.-~_;Tz;; . . . . . . . .  

T HE-~D!STRIBUTION O~ ~ MARYI~D BIRDS 

One of ~he principal objectives of the Bird Records Committee of 
the Society is to determine the status of the various species of 
birds found in Maryland. The status of a species involves its breed- 
ing or summer rang~, wintering ran6e, and migration routes ~ithin 
Maryland as well as its relative abundance in various parts of the 
state. " • 

It is hoped that each member of the Maryland Ornithological So- 
ciety will cooperate by sending to the committee chairman any perti- 
nent information on the distribution of Maryland birds. In the fu- 
*::~.~.v-. ...~,,,~,~ .~._~e~,.. ~ecords that _~ nd ~ Oat~. --~a~e. extensions or records that 
change the most re cen~ concept of relative abundance ef a species 
will be published in this section of "Maryland Birdlife" and full 
credit will be given to the contributors. In sending in these rec- 
ords the following facts are needed: location where observation was 
made (the more exact the better); date or dates on which observatlons 
were made; numbers of individuals or pairs seen; name of observers; 
any other information that would help to substantiate the record. 

The appearance of the new booklet entitled "Prellmlnary List of 
the Birds of Maryland and the District of Columbia", by Irving E. 
Hampe and Haven Kolb, marks a cornerstone in the history of Maryland 
6~nlthology and permits us to sit back and take cognizance of what is 
known as well as what is not known of the birds of the state. As is 
.-~-~^~ ~.. ~^ .~..,~ ,i~ ~h~m~nt~ on the status of the ape- 
ales of r ' i ; , r - ' land b i r d s  a r e  based p r i m a r i l y  on a c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  m i s -  
c011aneous n o t e s  w h i c h  have appea red  f r o m  t. ime t o  t i m e  i n  v a r i o u s  
Journals. The b o o k l e t  t hus .  pe . r f o rms  a v e r y  u s e f u l  s e r v i c e  i n  summar- 
lz lng the p u b l i s h e d  p a p e r s  on M a r y l a n d  b i r d s ,  p a v i n g  t he  way f o r  f u -  
ture work on the birds of the state. This beinz the chief purpose 
for which the booklet was written, the authors arc to be complimented 
on a Job well done. Manor Interestln~ and valuable records are 
brought to the reader's attention. However, one is also impressed 
with the paucity of field data that is availabla for many species, 
s0me of which are undoubtedly quite regular in tholr occurrence with- 
in the state. This is a refleetlon of the relatively small amoun~ of 
£ield work that has been done in the past over large parts of Mary- 
land and emphasizes the need for much more field work in the future. 

This preliminary llst appears at an opportune time in that we 
will be able to start using it as a base for adding range extensions 
or for changing our concept of the relative abundance of the varleus 
specle0. It is planned to continue the policy of Messrs. Hampe and 
K01b in requlrin~ at least two reliable slgh~ records for a species, 
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before it can be put on the regular llst, in case a speci,,~en is not 
00110ctcd or~ photo~aph taken,_ 

Another paper entitled "Recent Observations on Maryland Bi~.ds", 
by R. E. Stewart and C. S. Robbins, appeared in the April, 1947 issue 
of The Auk. This paper is much more limited in scope than the "Pre- 
liminary List" but does contain new information on quite a few spe- 
0ies. Some of these are new for the state and are listed as follows: 
gull-billed tern, royal tern, Cabot's tern, marbled godwit and Swain- 
Bon~s warbler. Only one record was ma~e of the Cabot's tern so this 
~peci.~,s would be relegated to the hypothetical list. 

By combining the species listed in these two papers and dis- 
0ountlng these in the "Preliminary List" thot were recorded only from 
the District of Columbia, the resular t;aryland llst would contain a 
total of 305 species. This total does not include the domestic pig- 
eon or rock dove but does include the English sparrow and starling, 

~"~n- ~vo sdd~d five new species to the regular Recent obse~~ ......... 
state llst which brings the total up to 310 species, Tho~c aye ~= 
ted as follows: 

Cory"__._~s 9hearwat~er ~ ( Puffinus dlomedea berealls ) 

On August 24, 1946 a total of 65 we~e observed over the ocean 
off Ocean City within 5 miles of. shore, by members of District of 
Columbia Audubon Society, including J. W. Aldrich, I. R. Barnes, R. 
T. Peterson, and C. S. Rohbins. One bird was collected by Aldrich~ 
On August 8, 1947, a total of 29 were recorded in this same area by 
R. E. Stewart. 

~erican Eider (Somateria mollisslma dresseri) 

Brooke Meanley reports that he mounted an banerlcan Eid~ which 
had been shot by I~. H. Matthai on the Chesapeake Bay on November 18, 
1933o This species was previously in the hypothetical list on the 
basis of one specimen reported to have been taken in Charles County 
and placed in the Maryland Academy of Sciences but which has since 
been lost. 

~J~Ison's Plover (Cha~aclrins wilsonla wilsonia) 

Several were seen by Brooke Meanley on J,~ne 7, 1939 on Assa- 
teague Island, a sho~t distance south of the North Beach Coast Guard 
Station. On May 17, 1947 one was seen on Assateasue Island, about 
3 miles south of Ocean City by several members of the Maryland Orni- 
thological 3ociety including O. W, Crowder and H. E. Stewart. On 
August 7, 1947 two were seen and one was collected at the West Ocean 
City mud flat by R. E° Stewart, 

Brewer' s Blacl_.~bird (Euphagus cyanocephalus) 

On December 23, 1946, two were seen in Worcester County near 
~now Hill by J. W. Aldrich and D. L° Allen. On Decer~ber ~8, 1946, 
th~ee '-~-~o ~.e~n~ at _Port Tobacco, Charles County, by D. L. Allen and 
I. N. Gabrlelson° 
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a l~nd Longa P1~ - ~GalDa~lUs lapponious ) 

On December 25, i939~ ithree were seen at Ocean City by R° E. 
:t..wox:t. • This species Was previously placed ~on the hypothetical~llst 
on the basis of ~ono roc rd :Of a flock of ~Oseen on February I0; 1895 
~t Lake Roland, Baltlmore County ~F ~- E. C. Ki~kwood. 

~till another Species ~, the Greater Shearwato~ ~Pufinus gravis), 
~ay be added to the hypothetlcal list on the basle • of one ~ecord: 
Seven were seen near ~ the shore of Assateague Island about 3½ miles 
south of Ocean City :~on :May i7, 194V by r, embers of the Audubon Society 
of the District of ~ Oolumbia and the Maryland Ornithological Society, 
includin~ E. G. Dav is,~iO% W. Crowder ', 'R. E. Stewart and Richard 

Tousey. R.E. stewart 

~ vJAWBL!N~ VIREO!S }~ST IN WAVEELY ~ 

While wa!kin~ alon~ busy 33rd :Street at the northoast corner of 
&bell Avenue this Suzmnera I heard the food c~y of nestling birds in 
the branches of ~a iar~.e sycamore (oriental plane) tree over my head. 
I casually glanced upward expecting to see a robin z nest among the 
branches, but all I saw was an inconspicuous little gray bird, busily 
"Luutln~ insects among the leaves. Its Bong identified it as a warb- 
ling vireo. I stood there fully five minutes before I discovered its 
nest suspended near the end of a slender drooping branch. :It was 
quite a thrill to find a warbling vireo nesting in a city area where 
one seldom sees more ~han starlings: En~llsh sparrows and a few rob- 

ins. Larry Lo Haynle 

A S~ER AT HAWK MOUNTAIN ~NCTUARY 

',/alton Robey and Jimmy Dietz~ seniors at For~Hill High ~ 
School in Cumberland, and members of the Society, put 
in the past stunmer working at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary. 
We step over our state boundary a bit to publish this ~ 
interesting account of thei~ ~ experiences by ~a!ton Eobey. 

• - Ed~ 

Hawk Mountain is a noted flyway for migrating blrds of prey. It 
was el'~cted in 1934 for the purpose of protecting the hawks as they 
followed the air Currents along the ridge. In former days they were 
killed in large numbers as they passed certain points on the moun- 
taint but now they pass safely through and hundreds of people visit 
the mountain every fall to observe tllese beautiful birds. 

Our main job this stemmer was to help with the work on the sanc- 
tuary property. We did such tas~s as erecting rail fences, building 
outdoor fireplaces, landscaping~ cutting trails, o~eos~tlng sheltos~, 
and the like. 
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Our summe~ was very interesting and profitable. I learned much 
about sanctua~yv~o~k=and~aS-~I-P!~n t~o continue my l~fe wo~k along 
this line it should prove to be very valuable experience. Maurice 
~.oun, curate~ at the Mountain, taught ns many thlngs about sanctuary 
v:0rk and wildlife. -I ~learned ~uch about plant life ~nd have now 
~ta~.ted my own collec~i.~n of ferns. 

Bird life on the i~lountain was not exceptional. Such birds as 
m0urnlng doves, cuckoos, flicke~s, Jays, tanagers, chipping ~parrows 
and various warblers could be seen all. summer. V#o were very proud 
of our resident sharp-shinned hawks. They had their nest in a tall 
hemlock at the top of the mountain. ~We banded the three downy young 
in July and a few ~we,eks later they were seen near the nest flying 
from perch to pe~ch, givi~u 3 thei~ plaintive calls all the while. 

About the lattar part of August the g~eat horned owl could be 
heard around dusk, Turkey vultures could be seen almost any time of 
the day soaring and di~)ping over the mountain precipices. Ruffed 
grouse were fairly common, and one family was seen several tim~s a= 
long the edge of the woods. Whip-poor-wills were heard nightly and 
pileated woodpeckers were heard occasionally. We were constantly a- 
lert for unusual bird ~Wisitors to the sanctuary , and these included 
a spotted sandpiper, black-crowned night herons, Carolina wrens, and 
the brown thrasher. The lack of various common birds could be at- 
trlbuted to the high a!titudo of the mountain. 

In the third week of July large numbers of swallows passed over 
every evening for several weeks, starting to fly around seven o'clcck 
and continuing until dark. As many as 400 were counted in one even- 
ing, mainly barn swallows. The first week of August largo flocks of 
martins flew over. One day they passed in a steady stream and I 
_woula ventu~e tO say hher~ were over a thousand in the course of the 
day. • • • ~ ...... 

The latter part of August we made daily trips to the "Lookout! t 
to watch for occasional hawks. Despite the unfavorable weather we 
saw a good r~rcentage of hawks,: mostly broad,wings, ' 

On the morning of August 81 a strong, cool breeze came out of 
the north, the result of a low pressure area over New England. Hur- 
rying up to the '~Lookout ~" we prepared for a fair sized hawk flight. 
We were not disappointed. A lone sparrow hawk was the vanguard, then 
minute specks on the :horizon proved to be broad-wings. The hawks be- 
gan to increase and ~ gain in momentum. That day 66 broad-wlngs and 5 
bald eagles passed by the ridge.._ The day's~ total was 89 hawks repre- 
senting six species, 

This was a beautiful climax to our ~o~ourn, for we left the 
Sanctuary for home that very day. 

Walton Robey 
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BREEDING-BIRD CENSUS: 
SHRUBBY FIF-LD }~ITII " ~ '̂  ~ -~ __ ~'~ 2E~14-  BCItDF/IED T~RE~ ~ 

This past sprin E and summer we completed a second breeding-bird 
0ensue of the stream border below the Lake Roland dam, 

DESCRIPTION: This rectangular flood plain is bordered by a 
strea~lls), a railroad, old Falls Road, and by a plateau 
field. Across the stPeam are a field and a hill covered with decid- 
uous trees. Across the track are houses and a field. The area is 
out by four rivulets as well as by a ditch which extends a third cf 
the width. A trlangula~ woods near one corner of the area consists 
of one or a few specimens of the following t~ees: 45-80 foot (5 
inches-3 feet d.b.h~) sycamore (Platanus_ occidentalis'), 4o= foot (6" 
Inches d.b.h.). .. black, locust (Rob~n~a~ ~seuB'g~scap cia-~-, 45" . _col ....... ~. ~i,~ 
maple tacex' '2, .. .':.:l:.. P ~ I ,u, t), ,80 T'ee '-'-~-" ~Am fT.~ 
acheron ~ul.~.px[oPaj, aria 60 foot (2 feet d.b.h.) cotton-wood ( o~-~/.~lus 
0~uv~,. ~.~ ...~.~ ...... to.~ consists of an open stand of sycamore~ 
mu~l~-(Morus spo), box elder (Acer negundo), elm (Ulmus sp.), 
beech (Fa~u's'~andlfolla), and hickory (Carya 
( 0 tly wer  cut last 

W-ggW trees 
ground Is covered 

~dth Japanese honeysuckle (Lonlcera japonlca) and there are a few 
living and dead, mostly hon~,v~u~ ~overed~ saplings (mostly of 
black locust and elm). A .2 acre grove of 65-70 foot (about 14-22 
inches dob.h. ) suEar maples (Ace r sacchsrum) is near the woods. 

There are approximately three acres of trees other than in the 
triangular woods and maple grove. They are ~ituated along the stream~ 
the rivulets, and the ditch, and elsewhere. The species (in approxl -' 
mate order of abundance) are cotton-wood, black locust, sycamore, 
willow (Sallx sp.), silver maple, American elm (Ulmus americana), ash 

white mulberry (Morjls alba), a~d---b-l-~w~InUt~IU~glans nigra). Some 
of the groups of--~s support a shrub stratum ~ e - ~  (Benzoin 
a0stivale). Shrub~ which occur especially along streams and at the 
~ r o u p s  of trees are: smooth sumac (Rhus glabra), false Indi~ 
go (~or~ frutlcosa), and common elder (oam-~us canadensis). There 
a~e ~ ~la~kber~y-(Eubus sp. ) bushes. ~-n~pen areas the fol- 
lowing herbs occur: graSSes, rushes (Juncus sp.), bulrush (Seirpus 
atrovirens), great bulrush (S. va!idus ,UV-~6"nsitive fern (Onobl~ea Sen- 
Si • -- . s ibiIi~ ,)~-Jewelweed (Impatiens b'~), black eyed susan-T~c~l~ 
hlrta~, yarrow (Achil~a miiief~ queen Anne's lace (Daucus 
~a), goldenro~d~ge" Bp.),~ster (Aster sp.) fleabane (Erig- 
eronBp.), ragweed (~n~a trlfida and A~ artenisiifolia), Joe-pye 
~!be-'~. (Eupatorium p u r ~  ~ (E. ~erfoii~tdm), blue vervain 
~_}_~bCna hastath)~eunclng bet (Sapona~a o~na~), Steironema 
c~urn,~on milkweed (Ascl~faca), ~ dO,bane VA'~B-~'yh~ sp. ), 
swee-~over (Melilotus sp.~~gn~dock,[Arctium m_nus#. 
Botanical nomenc~follows Gray's "Manual". In--~-a~.6 
ac~e was denuded of its former herbaceous vegetation and was used as 
a dumping ground for shade tree tri~nings. 

The area was re-mapped this year and found to be 19.2 acres 
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(2188 foot average !ength1~y 382 fe~t ave2,a~e width, paced). Thore- 
f0ro, the 75 pairs found last year yield a denslty, of 391 ~pa'irs per 
I00 acres instead Of the 500 pairs reported. The edge within the 
area is about 8,5OO £eet; consisting o£ a t~lu;k;,.~l ", ,. woods near one 
end, a sugar maple grove, and Groups of t~'oes (many under feud, in- 
ches d.b.h.) along the stream, the l~ivulets, and ditch, an~ elsewhere. 
The above descwlption may be considered the official description. It 
embodies several changes in that published in the November-December 
1946 "Audubon field notes"k 

WEATHER: The ~ecords of the Baltimore City Office were consul- 
ted to obtain the following notes on the weather° The winter was un- 
u3ually warm, the mean December temperatu~,e being 5,2 ° above normal 
and the mean January temperature 7 6o above normal. The ground was 
virtually clear all winter until February ~0.-21: when 10.5 inches of 
snow fell in 24 hours. The gro,And ~.~mained covered until March 6. 
The mean February temperature was 3.6 ° below normal. Although tl~e 
mean March temperature was almost normal, the only periods that the 
mean temperature was at or above normal in March were M~rch 12-15 and 
21-25. From April through July ~he monthly mean temperatures were 
about normal. The amount of precipitation w~s below n o~mai in Deism= 
her, normal in January, below normal in February arzl March, and about 
twice as great as normal in April. It was normal in May and July. 
In June precipitation was twice as great as normal. 

BIRDS 

CENSUS: PAIRS NESTING & FEEDING 
LARGELY VJITHIN THE STUDY TRACT 

Species 1946 1947 

Least Flycatcher i - 
Catbird 8 9 
Robin 3 4 
'~oo9 Thrush _ 2 i 
Bluebird - 1 
~tarling I - 
Red-eyed Vireo - 1 
Warbling Vireo 2 1 
Yellow Warbler i~ 9 
Yellow-thr ca t 9 ll 
Y0!low-brea sted Chat 6 7 
American Redstart - 3 
Redwing 5 V 
0rcha~d Oriole 2 1 
Belt hnore Oriole l 2 

Cowbird 2 - 

Soecies 1946 1947 

Card inal 1 1 
Indigo Bunting 2 3 
Goldfinch 4 4 
Red-eyed Towhee 1 1 
Song Sparrow ~13 21 
TOTAL SFE(] IE~5 .uc ~ 

TOTAL PAIRS 75 87 
PALES per i00 ACRES 391 453 

PAIRS PROBAPLY NESTING ON THE AREA 
BUT SECURING MUCH FOOD OUTSIDE 

OF IT 

Black-billed Cuckoo - 1 
- 1 Cowbird 

Cardinal - 1 
TOTAL SPECIES 
TOTA~ PAIRS - 3 

TOTAL IEo. 0,.':~''''','"''" GRAND SPEC " ~ ,. ".- 

G R A N D  TOTAL PAIRS......,.....'"'"''" 

FINAL DENSITY (Pairs per I00 Acrcs)~.~.2 

1946 1947 

18 20 

75 9 0  

391 469 
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.... The follow in~ !5 Species ~requontly fed on o~ ov~ the a~ea but 
probably nested elsewhere (M=sluglng male; Pzpalr~ Y=adult seen feed- 
~ young): Chlmnoy swift~ 15L; downy woodpecker, ~| kln~bi~d, 2P; 
phoebe, ~P;:wood peWee~ 2; ro~gh,w~nged swallow, 5P~; Sarn swallo~,8; 
tufted titmouse, IP; house wren, 1M; catbird, IP; eSdar waxwing, 1Y; 
whlte-eyed vireo, !M; wa~bllng vireo, IM~ Er~gli~h sparrow, 5_~; or- 
chard oriole, 12. " 

I~STS FOUND IN 194~: A table of nests found in 1947 will be 
found~at~thO e nd~=b~ article, as well as a map showing the ap- 
proximate location of the birds and nests noted. 

DISCUSSION: Probably the decrease in yellow warblers this year 
is ch~T~y'-~-to the fact that no nests were found and trips were 
not taken frequently enouEh nor early onou~h in the morning to per- 
mit listing all of the malea in song. In 1946, six nests were 
found, which helped considerably in delimiting the territories of 
th0 w~rblers 

Moat of the increase in the number of song sparrows I" probably 
due to the fact that this year, unlike last year~ birds singing ~-~i- 
multaneously were so indicated, and also to ~he fact that nests of 
elght pairs were found~ whereas only four nests were found in 1946. 

The figure for red-~-~ings is probably low, since It represents 
0nly nests found. Probably one or more counts of females in May 
(Squeaking to attract them) would materially aid in determining the 
population of red-wingso Saveral investigators h~ve found this spe- 
cies to be polygamous. 

Th~ figures for robin, warbling vireo, yellow-throat, orchard 
oriole, cowbird, goldfinch, and red-eyed towhee may be too low. 

COVm~cm A~ F~RT!CIPANTS: In 1946, trips totaling 31 hours 
were made on May 22, 2~, 26, 30; June 4, II, I~, 22, so, ou. 

In 1947~ census trips were made March 22, 31; April 7, 27; May 
5, 12, 26, 31; June 2, V, 8, 14, 15, 17, 28; July 2, I0, 12, 20, 23, 
26, and August 1-7; total about 65 hours. The hours varied from 
5:30 a.m. te 6:45 p.m.E.S.T., trips usually being two to four hours 
between 8:30 and 10:30 acre. E.S.T. About 85 additional hours (same 
days plus August 20, September 7 and 23) were spent searching for 
nests, photographing, describin~ the area, and measuring and pacing 
the locations of the nests and the dimensions of the area. The loca- 
tions of birds were also plotted on maps while thls other work was 
being done. The people who worked on the project this year are: 
Florence H. Burner, Eleanor G. Cooley, Orville W. C1~owder, Alice 3. 
Kaestner, William S. McHoul, Chandler S. Robbins, Stephen W. Simon, 
Rockwell Smith, llerbert P. Strack, Lola G. St~ack, and Willard A. 
Strack~ 

Eleanor G. Cooley 
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B~T;-ED-I~-C~-B-I-RD.-QENSUS ~ ' - "  ~ST~_ FOU~JD. in. 1...9.46%nd. .. _1,94"/ 

SPECIES '4~J'~i~ :: CLUTCII*:~DATFS HEIG}~2 " OF NEST FgEQUENT NESTING SITES 

4l av berryl honeysuckle-covered dead 
3~,75 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  stub 

L i j  

Bl~Uebird 0 I ' 4 ' Eggs Jun 14 ..... Hole ....... Met ai semaphore-pole ~ra~_l: =:~:: 

~ood 2 1 3 E g g s  ~&y 5 ~ - 2 5  ' ...... B o x  e i d e ~ - : s - y c a m o r e  ... . . .  ::--: .... - . . . . . . . .  
1-J ~hr.u.sh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  27. ...... ul Y2 

. May 30 ~ . 2~.~ u.JE2._ - w h i c h  b l u e b i r d  n e s t e d  
Red-eyed 0 I --- Feedgyo~mg 15~ Sycamore .............. ' 
Vireo Jul IO 
~;arbling 0 i --- Incubating 50 ~ Sycamore 
Vireo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  J~n. 15 

Wa r b le r  4.75 - J u n  I0.* s u ~ . a c ,  wi~],,w ~;.,,=+ " 

Yell.-br. i 2 4(**) Eggs May 29 2~-3 ~ Blackberr~es; weed stemsl honey- 
Ch~t ........................ r~_un I~ ...... ____..___~suqck.led black locust stub 

• ~,25 Jul 23,Eggs blackberrieS; smooth sumac; 
....... ...... _=_ ~ :_:: ab%.,.= .~v~Ju~_9 :=._---:~ _ ...... sDic.ebushl hon eysuck.19j willow 

0rc~rd:  -]:: 0 - - -  B] .dg,May 22 18 '  ......... B a s ~ J o o d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
oriole _ . Fe~ ~un 14 

: - " : : :  : : . = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  . . . .  . " : ] : .  I : ~ : ~  ~ . : : :  : ~ : - - : : : "  : V  . :  V : , } : :  : :  J : : ~ !  : " { : : : : -- . I  ' - -  l ' . : :  : : : : : "  : : : :  : ; : :  

Baltimore i 2 ---" Ymmg( abou{ 40'-55' Sycamore 
Oriole ready to 

Indigo 0 I 3 Eggs Jul I0 3~I0" Blackberry cane 

. . . .  " - - ' -  " ~ - - -  ~.g.~,~ i~,-ia nf-  : ~ ' : ~ ' - - A m e r i c a n  e i m ; - b i a c k  :l.o-cust; " 
ter Ag20;yng green ash (Fraxinus pe~yivani- 
left this ca w~r. lanceolata) 

. . . .  n~st Se~ 23 . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  

Song " : 4 -  i 3  : ' 3 ' 5 , a v  Eggs I ~ y : 2 6  i i ' ~  ~i~ - B l a c k b ; i : r i e s i  b i a c k : l o c U s t  ~ s - a p E -  
Sparrow 3.7 - - - -Aug 5 - lings (usually at least partly 

dead - nest cpncealed by vines 
or tall, erect weeds); Japanese barberry; smooth 
sumac; honeysuckle tangle; rose tanglel mulberry; 

- snicebush~ Virp~inia ~n~ sap!in~ . . . . .  

(*) NOTES: 1946 nest data were collected by Allen W. Stokes and other mem- 
bers of the society; Mr. Stokes kindly consented to their publication here. 
Whereas the map shows only one nest of a pair, this table includes all nests 
found for which data were ~vailable., Average clutch is based only on nests in 
which it is reasonably certain that the complete clutch was known. Cowbird 
eggs are not included. Nests parasitized by corbirds were found only in 1946 
(ono egg in each of: 2 yellow warbler nests, I ye.Llow-breasted c..hat nest,. I 
song sparrow nest. 

(**) NOTE: 1946 Chat record is: 3 eggs on ground, 3 eggs and a cowbird egg 
in nest. Did the chat originally haw a clutch of 6 or did it lay additional 
eggs after the cowbird started to re,eve eggs? Forbush's "Birds of Massachu- 
setts" gives: "Eggs: 3 to 5, commonly ~". 
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Vol.  I I I ~  _No_~ _/+ . . . . .  I~RYIJ~ND BIt~DLT~"E . . . . . . . . .  ~ - 2 1 -  ; "~ 2. / ;  ..... - - . ' _  
_ -  , ,  " . . . . . . .  , .  - ' . . . . .  ~ . . . . . .  ~emoer u e , ~ , o o e r  1 9 , 4 . !  

~q,E N S us. 

(Shrubby field with strew- 
bordered t~e~S) 

Lake Roland 

Key: 

Pairs probably nesting and 
feeding largely on the area: 

I - Catbird 
2.- Robin 
} - Wood Tlu',mh 
% - Bluebird 
5 " ~ed-eyed ~;i~eo 
6 - ~'~aPbling Vireo 
7 - Yellow Warbler 
8 - Md. Tellowthroat 
9 - Yellow-brea%ed Chat 

l0 - American Redstart 
ll - Re~-wing 
12 - Orchard Oriole 
13-- Baltimore Oriole 
14 - Cardinal 
15 - Indigo Bunting 
16 - Goldfinch 
17 - Red-eyed Towhee 
18 - Song Spal, row 

-~ I ~sP60 // 

iq 

0 

Pairs nesting on the area but 
securing much food outside of it: 

-- - Black-billed Cuckoo (Ranged 
across whole area) 

-- - Cowbird (1 pair or more birds 
seen April 7, 27, May 12, 
June 14) 

iI.~- Caz~inal 

Circle around number indicates 
n~st found. Example: 

O-Nest of Song Sparrow found 

I Z -  Singing male, pair, or 
 air f e ing young 
Song Sparlo~) 

%TA. 

' ~  -- Trees 

c 

IO 

O 
B 18 

U 

8 

q 

IB 
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Pataps~o River Bottom, May II. Good weather, an excellent group 

of obse---gvors,= flhe ~icade~s-~ en~proveu terrain combined to make a 
gala day. The llst totalled 65 spe cles, including 14 warblers, Pnd 
virtually everyone on the Ltrlp saw all the species listed. Among 
the features were two pairs of nesting blue-gray gnatcatchers; one in 
~he lower river bottom still building, the other at Avalon complete, 
40 feet up in a willow, Blue-wlnged,~Wilson's and worm-eatlng warb- 
lers were seen to advantage; two redstart nests wore watched; a 
killdeer nest with one egg was examlnod; and Mr. Hampe's two downy 
young barred owls were located and studied from all angles. The~,e 
wore ~6 observers divided into twojsectiqns tuuder the leadership of 

Ocean City, May 16-18. Ocean City is always magnificent for 
birds, and~-t~is:W~ek-~nd~aught the height of shorebird migration 
on Assateague Island as well as the teeming resldont population of 
the Pocomoke area. Space forbids adequate reportlng, Outstanding 
perhaps was the view of greater shearwaters out over the ocean, (a 
new Maryland record) and the chase after a Wilson's plover on the 
tidal flatz of Assateague. Ze~nningly all the shorebi~ds were pres- 
ent, and fine vlewswere had Of purple and red-backed sandpipers, 
knots, dowltchers, willeta and many more~ The Pocomoke yielded 16 
warblers and other land species, and a final fling out ever the mud 
flats at Crisf!old wa~ rewarded ~with thousands of shoreblrds of many 
kinds. The trip llst m~mbered 84 species, and many of the good 
vlows reflected th~ . . . .  ~ leadcy-~hlp ~^"~ ~.~ ~- a~.~wart. The 
chartered boat triP down the Sinepuxent wa~ a high spot worthy of. 
annual repetition, -- 

W o o d s t o c k ,  June 1. Loader Haven Kolb led a delightful walk up 
the PatapSco from NooGstock; featured by a surprise colony of nest- 
ing cerulean warblers. Many other species, to a total of 53~ were 
listed by the ll members who made the trip. 

Garrett County, June 20-22. The final trip of the season • was 
one long to-~be rememSered, ~ attendance of 39 from Baltimore, 
Hagerstown, Annapolis, Cumberland, Eckhart and Oakland gave a real 
statewide character to the occasion. There wore thrills aplenty, 
f~om watching sapsuckers feeding young to strolling in twilight 
woods ringing with veery sally. ~aurice Brooks ~ leadership of ths 
Cranesville Swamp morning, the country meals at the Sines' farm, and 
the exhilaration of the Garrett air are all part of a troasu~'ed mem- 
ory. Stephen Simon's fine notes on the trip,° crowded out of this 
issue? have been made part of the record- 

0 t W. Crowder 
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NEW MEMBERS+ NAY-AUGUST,++I94V " +~Baltimoro unless otherwise noted) 
O e ~  o , °  • 

I 

Abbott, 0. Fred°pick 
Gibson Island, ~{d." 

-B- 
Baldwin, Mrs. John C. 
405 Hollen Rd. ( 12 ) 

Dillehunt, ~. B. J~. 
214 W. Read St.(1) 

Duokworth, Carl E. 
Box iO0 
IIanover, M~. 

Dudley, Mlss Joan 
~.,, ,br',,',@]" . Mrs. Alan 21 Florida Rd.(4) 
6517 Beverly Rd.(12) Dudley, N~z. M. S. 

Beauchamp, Mrs. ~:~. M. 21 Florida Rd.(4) 
2812 Taylor Ave. (14) -E- 

Bedell, C. S+ Ell°neon, ~.s. Elmer 
1938 O'Sullivan Bld." 209 Club Rd.(10) 

Bentz, Frank L. E!lensen, Karen A. 
514 Munsey Bidg°(2) 209 Club Rd.(10) 

B0sloy, F. ~. -F- 

l~ontz, Miss Geneva L, 
Big Pool, Md, 

-L" 
LaMotte, F. Gibbs 

9 Southfleld Pl.(12) 
Lane, Jock 

4725 Koswick Rd.(10) 
Lee, Mrs+ C, 0'Donnell 

Mlll Farm 
Brooklandvillo, Md. 

Lee. Miss Emma 
lO Bishops Road (18) 

Mattoossian, Mrs. F.T. 
8V15 Burdette Rd. | 

303 Wonderer Rd+(18) Fulton, Cl~estep A. 
Boggs, Fenton 
1408 Bolton St. ( 17 ) 

Byady, Miss Emlta McC, 
Greenspring Ave+ & 
Ruscombe Lane (9) • 

Brady, Mr s. Leo 
Greensprin6 Ave. & 
Ruscombe Lane (9) 

Brink, Miss Josephine 
205 Courtland Av{ 4) 

Brown. Janet Ellen 
1030 Poplar Gr. (16)~ 

Bruns, Lawrence A. 
Gun Road, Relay(27): 

C01e, Miss Ruth W. 
1512 Pentridge(12) 

Cox, Harry M. 
Blua Rldge Sum.,Pa. 

-l)- 
Deetz, James 
803 Baltimore St. 
Cumberland, Md. 

Denmead, Talbott 
2830 St. Paul St. ( 18 ) 

Diekmann, Mrs. George 
7103 Holabird Ave. 
Dundalk (22), Md. 

Dlckmann, Miss May 
7103 Holabird Ave. 
Dundalk (22), Nd. 

Bothesda 14, Md. 
302 Somerset Rd.(~O) McKinley, Mrs® David 

Fulton, Mrs. C.A. York &Walker Rds. 
302 Somerset Rd.(10) EcVicar, Mrs. G. J. 

-G- +, 504 Wllten Rd.(4) 
Glass, ~i~s Jowell J, 

Scientists Cliffs 
Calvert Co., Mdo 

Greene, Miss V~inif~ed 
108 VJssrLb,cton St. 

: Cumberland, Md, 

liarc~y, ~. D. " ~- 
.... ~22 Wade Avenue 
, Catonsville (28) 
Haynlo, LarPy 
8 Gladiolus DriVe 
~iddle River (20) • 

Hellman, Claude B. 
Darnell Road 

t 

Ruxton (4), Md. 
Hibbard, Mrs. G. B. 

Brooklandvillo ,Md. 
Hunt, Mrs. Urn. L. 

V09 14th St., S.E. 
Washlnzton 3, D.C. 

.,J.. 
Jones, Dr. Kenneth B. 

Church Creek, Md, 

+!Coer; Frederick H. 
Darlin~ton, Md. 

~cWilliams, Mrs. Jas 
0akhil! Rd. (12) 

Merz, Millard Jr. 
Woodholme Ave. (8) 

Mills, Mrs. W. Pearro 
6303 Greensprg.Ave. 

Miner, Mrs. Leo D. 
• I~Zi l£aio~a Rd. 

Washington +i0, D.O. 
Moore, Mrs. Harvey 

Riverton, N.J. 
-N- 

North, Mrs. M. S. 
Gibson Island, Md. 

-p- 

Paschall, ~s.H.M. Jr. 
Piney Neck 
Rock Hall, Md. 

Paul, Mrs. D'Amcy 
16 Blythewood Road 

Paulson, l{rs, Arthur 
Charlestown, Md. 

Porter, John J. 
1199 The Terrace 
lla~crstown, Md. 
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New Members,. ~ay-AuEust (Contlnuod) 

-R- 
Rob0Y, Walton 
240 ~ass. Ave~ 
Cumberland, Md. 

Rubaoh, H r h .  Car~ 
4625 Kernw' d AvQ.  

Sebold, Mrs. J. -F 
Riderwood 4, Md 

Shields, George B~ 
514 Munsoy Bld. (2) 

S!pe, Mrs. R. G. 
5007 DuBoise Ave. 

Smith, V~iss Ann B. 
65 Green Street 
Oakland, Md. 

Smith, Miss Jean 
Rockrldge & Valla r 
nova Road2 (8) 

Smith, Rodgors Tull 
lO1 E. Church ot. 
Frederlck, ~ Md. 

Stauffer, :Miss Martha -V- 
Stauffei,~ 3~rs. Suc U.-- Vaughn, E. K, 

208 W.'Irvin Ave. ~'~ 514 Munsey Bld.(2) 
Hagerstown, Md. 

8teuart, Mis~ liary B. 
'505 Hawthorne Road 

Stilley, Mrs. Owen a .  ~- 
Martha~ s Acres 
Bethosda 14, Md. 

-W- 

Wollor, Lee Clay 
Route 6, BOX 259 
Cumberland, Md. 

Williams, Miss Edith 
!602 N. Rhodes St. 

Stubbs, Norman E. Arlington, Va. 
716 Reservoir St(17) WlllIson, Miss Mildred 

owanh, Albert T. Jr. 
2021 Sinclalr La(13) 

-T- 
Taylor, Mrs. Myra C. 

75 Broadway 
Frostb~n 6, Md. 

Taylor, paul E. 
Mount Airy, Md. 

" '  MissLouise V. £bO]~O Z, 
4223 Park Hts. Ave. 

Trice, Mrs. N. Alice 
3244. Abell Av.(18) 

747 Fayette St. 
Cumberland, Md. 

Wright, Arthur 
81 Bowyer Rd.USNA 
Annapolis, Md. 

Wright, Pickett 
81 Bowyer Rd.USNA 

-CLUB- 
Fourth Grade Club 

Potomac EYem. School 
Potomac, Md. 

One of our many members now departed for remote places is last 
year's Census Chairman, Allen Stokes, who spent a year at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin doing graduate work and continuing the goldfinch 
studies he told us about at one meeting. A short time before his re- 
cent departure for Pelee Island in Lake Erie (more on that location 
later) he wrltom that he has just been elected secretary of the Kum- 
llen Bird Club at Madls~n. Allen was impressed with the differences 
in sorin~ migration there in Wisconsin. He remarked casually at a 
meeting that-he had seen a prairie w arwier~h at mornins, ~ , ~  ~v • ~,,~ 

himself under cross-examination from skeptics ~, as prairie warblers 
there are not the omnlprosent fellows they are in Maryland. 

SWALLOWS AT DRUID LAKE 

On May 5, 6, 7 and 8 an unusual occurrence was seen on Druid 
Lake in Druid Hill Park, Baltimore. The lake was alive with hundreds 
of swallows, flying closc to the water with occasional little upward 
swerves, and very occasionally a small circle over to the trees on 
the park side. The swallows included martins, barn swallows, brown 
0nes (rough-wln~s or banks) and cliff swallows. The cliff swallows 
were among the most beautiful birds I have ever seen. I watched a 
group of 15 in their s~l circling area on several mornings and af- 
ternoons. As I could look dc~vn on them at the close range of 15 feet, 
and as the sun was shining on them, the gorgeous orange marking s of 
the slowly flying birds was an unforgettable sight - my first cliff 
swallows. A very cold spell, freezln8 in some parts of the state, 
undoubtedly drove the migrating birds to cover. On saturday, the 
warm bright sunshine ~ave them release, and at5 o'clock on the fifth 
day I saw the last of the htmdrods depart, pearl Heaps 
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ALLEGANY COUNTY BRANCH FORMALLY ORGANIZF~ 

During the summer and early fall the enthusiasm of the Allegany 
members come into full f~uit in the +formal o~ganization of the Alle- 
gany County Bird Club, branch of the state society, The handful of 
interested birders of last winter has 6town into a large and splen- 
did organization with a ntunber of resourceful leaders and a Stoup 
spirit that speaks stron8ly fo~ the permanence of Western Maryland 
bird activity+ 

The lively delegation on the Gar~ett County trip in June be6an 
making plans on the way back homo, nsm[n 6 Mrs. Miller as chairman - 
a happy and almost obvious choice. Summertime plannln S culminated 
in a board meetin6 September 3, followed by a formal meeting on Mar- 
tin Mountain September lO, when the followln6 officers were chosen: 

Secretary. • +, • • • , • Nits Mildred Willlsen 
Junior Chairman., + ,, Miss Nan Livln~stone 
High School Chairman , . Mrs. T. M. Andrews 
Membership Chairman°, • Mrs. Myra Taylor 
Fe+edlng. Stations , . • • Mr+ Kendrlck Hod~don 

The events that followed are a story for later issues of Mary- 
land Birdlife, but since this issue is late in publication, we can 
Jump ahead a little to say that no one at the Baltimore end of club 
a0tivity was prepared+for what happened next. We visioned perhaps 
a score of Allegany members. Within a month, the treasurer was com- 
plaining that he had no time for anything but recording Allegany 
memberships, addressograph plate orders were going in every few 

to look at blrds. B]v" the e~d of ~.Tovember there were 160 Al!egany 
memberships, spread ac~oss the county in this manner: 

Junior 
Adult__._.~s Jrs_._._t. Groups Total 

Cumberland.. • 19 
Westernport • • 9 
Cresaptown. • • 
Ellerslie • • • 1 
F~+ostbur~ . . . 6 
Oldtewn • • • • 2 
Lonaconin~. • • 2 
Spring Gap. • • 2 

2 Eckhart • • , • 
Barton. . , • • 2 

I La Vale , , , , 
Midland • . • , 1 
Mount Savage. • 1 
Narrows park. • 1 
Totals • • • , ~f~ 

47 25 91 
6 15 

7 6 13 
I0 I 12 

"6 

2 2 6 
2 4 

2 4 
1 3 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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CA~PFIRE: The big :event of the spring in Junior birding was 
that m~ot-'t~campfire in Constitution Park, Cumberland, on June 8. 
On that record breaking occasion, 128 children and 45 adults told 
bird stories and tried bird quiz programs on each other, and had a 
wonderful time doing it. Cumberland will certainly have one of these 
affairs every yea~, and maybe it will spread to Baltimore and other 
paints of the state by next spring, 

QUIZ QUESTIONS I~J-"~ A HIT 

One of the bi~ features of the campfire was the bird quiz. 
Some of the questions reported in the "BIRD NEWS" of West Side 
School's Fourth Grade Club are repeated below. These are from ques- 
tions made up by Narjorle Hutchison, Hush Steele, Kent Fuller, Jerry 
Hart, N~': Lou Reset, Billy Scott, James Duffy, Virginia Reed and 
Richard Johnson. ~ 

lO. 

i. What bird gets its name from the shape of its nest? 
2. What bird flies over meadows and wears an upside- 

down coat? 
3. What bird is the symbol of happiness? 
4. What bird has as the beginning of its name, the 

enemy of all birds? 
8: What bird likes to build its nest on fence posts? 
6. ?fnat bird lives in an apartment house? 
7. What bird makes its nest with a saliva llke glue? 
8. What bird has a large head and eyes and doesn't 

appear to have a neck? 
9. What bird got its name because it made the PilErlms 

think of home? 
What do we do every day at dinner that reminds us 

of a bird's name 

Answers, in case you need help: l- Ovenbird; 2- bobolink; 3- blue- 
bird; 4- catbird; 5- bluebird; 6- purple martin; 7- chimney swift; 
8-owl; 9-robin; i0- swallow. 

DOUBLE FAMILY OF ROBINS? Here is what sounds llke a tall story, 
but is-'~he-'d-T~ ~ "~ 0uiu~bia Street School lad at the Constitu- 
tion Park campfire. It seems a robin built a nest on one end of a 
girder, laid eggs , and came back to find the girder moved to a new 
POsition. She proceeded to build another nest on the other end of 
the girde~ and lay the re~t of the egEs. The male robbin meanwhile 
took over the first nest and sat on it himself. Both broods hatched 
and both parents were kept busy feedin~ the young. 
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- TIiE 0RDEH OF"P~NN, :Havewe any me~bers of the Oy~¢,~ of Pan among 
our ~ .ors-r~--Or .fo~ that -matte~, among the~adults?-r inhase Vyou ...... 
don't know, the ~O~der of Pan cons:,Ists:Of all who havo :induced a wild 
bird to feed~from thei~ ~'handS. At the Constitution Pa~k Campfire a 
~Irl from the cor~IGanvi!lo School brought ~ along "a chipping spa~row 
she had adopted~.for ~pet :aftO~ finding him 'injured. That wouldn' t 
be a wild bird/feedin G 'from hem hand, ~pe~haps, but it iS a good be- 
~Innlng. Let~us know ~f you have any luck. Chickadees a~o Good 
ones to work on during ths wlnte~ months. 

. T H E  BLACK AI~D WHITE WARBLER 

A ~roup of bi~d walkex, s f~om the Audubon Junior Club, fifth 
grade, Mount Royal School, met a~ my house fox, a bi~d walk saturday, 
May 24 at 7:30 A.N~ There were six of t~s altogether. 

i~e were watchln Z a cardinal which was ha~d to ~ sec, when all of 
a sudgen I saw a black and white warbler (at the time we dldn't know 
It~ Hame)"4a~t "~-n Tront~ of me, and stop on a tree trunk. It started 
o~eeplng around the trt~nk and ~Isappeared. I ~old~:the othe, rs abo~t 
it~nd two of the toys ~an to the tree. 
• :Before i could ~e~ there they had found a hole. in the tree right 

clos~ to~:the .ground. ,: .Zt-was a bird's nest and had tunnels ~nd tun- 
nels filled with a soft lining of feathers and grass. 

We wondered what kind of a bird it v~as~ When I went home I 
looked again in; the bird Guide and?foundlt was a black and,~whit@ " 
warbler,/ sometimes; called a black a n d  whito.c~,eepe~. 

~ Masbn Sisk (A~e ll) 

TI~ BARN ~S'~ALLOW 
" J,i.- • 

,Oh,, barn swallow, how you fly -- 
~ OF@P thepreek/_ . 
And,~ t h ~ . o u g h  . t h e - b l u e  s k y ,  

iGatchir~ :insects wlth.yOur beak. 

Skimming low, isklmming high, 
-In-the.Barn,~out Of the barn, 

Flying high - but," my' - 
You chatte~ like you're telling a yarn. 

~ Alighting. on a telephone wire 
To take a rest 

Because at last you must tire, 
With your little red chest. 

Arthum Wright, Annapolis (Age 12) 

MORE CLUBS COMING: This issue of Maryland Birdllfe is late go- 
Ing ou-'~nB--~r'6:not supposed to report thlng~ that happened after 
September 1st until next tlmc. But we want to tell you in advance 
that there are now 43 Junior Clubs holding group membershlp~ in the 
Ornithological Goelety, getting Maryland Birdllfe and lea~nlng what 
fun it is to find out about bl.rds. ~,here will be lots of j~iors 
to hear from on this pag e in coming months. 
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