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From the beginning of the period through the first weok of May,
normél spring weather preveiled in the PBaltimore area, Temparetures
dipped below the normal mean or-rose above it as much as ten degrees, .
but only for a day or two at. a time, Vegetetlon developed in & nore
mel and orderly manner; though it may have seemed somewhat behind-
hand t0 some people who held fresh in mcmory the astouniingly preco-
olous development of the last two springs., One very warm period on
foril 30. and May 1 probably brought the first wave of warblers so
evident the folliowing weckend, , However, on the evening of Hay 7
there was a sudden drop in the temperature which brought killing
frost for the next two nights to eastern Maryland, an unusuvally late
date for frost in our reglon. The cold spell lagted through May 8,
9, snd 10 and undoubtedly delayed the migration considerably. The
concentration of swallows. reported elsewhere in this igsue by Miss
Heaps must be attributed to the dammling-up effect of this cold wave,
In contrast, the latter pert of May was consistently above normael in
tenperatures and rether wet, The first half of June was about normal
with much fine weather. ' e

Observations in spring may be grouped under three heads: depart-
ure of winter birds, arrival of summer and transient birds, and nest=-
Ing sctivities.s First some notes on the departure of winter species:
bpril 20, Lake Roland, two male horned grebés (Buchanan}, April 20,
Berwyn, red-breastod nuthatch, which had ‘eaten at a feeding station
during the winter, last gsen fCOOB.ey). May 15, Forest Park, Ealti-
more, last purple finch at a feeding station {Brackbill}. June B,

Lake Roland, a veery was heard singing in a gentle, misty rain be-
tvgen 5:30 and 8:00 A,M., EST {Cooley). The latest date for the veery
at Washington 1s June 2 ( Cooks, Birds of the Washington, D.C., Reglonj.

In spring the arrival of new species is always the center of at~
tention. No records were broken this year but some interesting data
have been glesned from the reports. April 17, Chase, purple martins
arrived in quantity (Crowder). April 23, Halethorpe, Maryland, yele-
low-throats arrived (Bowen). April 25, Govans, Baltimore, firsé _
¥hip-poor-will heard (Kolb). April 27, Govans, Baltimore, first chim-
my swifts observed (Kolb); on the same date Brackbill observed his
first chimney swifts in the Forest Park section. April 28, Govans,
Baltimore, first wood thrushes heard singing (Kolb). A4pril 30, Belts-
ville, wuby~throated hummingbird and crested flycatcher (Cooley). :
Key 1, Forest Park, Baltimore, blue jays and song sparrowa passing
through, vevealed by trapping (Brackbill). May 3, Loch Raven, a good
wave of early warblers including parula, worm-eating, black-throated
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gresn, ‘ovenblrd, ‘chat; ‘also‘a:flock of fourteen blue jays-in motion,
tearing cut prececding note from Brackbill {Kolb).: May 6, Halee
thorpe, & pair ‘of bluo. grosbesks ohsorved twico under very favorable
sircumstances {Bowen)s. May 13, Dickeyville, a mels mourning warbler,
a rather rare spring specles (Brackbill). May 13, Bird River, Gape !
day warbler, another uncoimon -‘speciss (Crowder), May 17, Loch Raven,
varbler flight ‘at its height with most of the common and some -of the
uncommon specles -rzapresen’t:ed;;“especiall% to be noteds magnolia, Cane
ada, Cape Mey, Blackburnien, eerulean, bay~hreagted, and Kentucky
(Kolb)e Mey 12, Aprbutus, large flock of nighthawks migrating at

dusk (Hampe}. dJune 1, Woodstock, a population of perhaps half a doz-
en singing male ccrulean warblers found along the Patapsco (Xolb'and
others)s - ~
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. The breeding notes subnitted have bheen many and only & selection
of the moat interesting itoms can be glven here, April 24, Forest
Park, Baltimore, c¢ardinal nest with three young a day or so old
(Rreakbill), -April 27, .Patapsco State Park, klngfisher starting nest
hole (Hampo). May 3, Loch Raven, nest of Carolina wren conbalning
four eggo {(¥olb).: May 4. Reltaville, a pair of ¥illdeers with twoe
young a week or so -old {Cooley).- May 7, Halethorpe, four young
barred owls out ¢f bthe nest aud -aboub four weeks old (Bowen and
Yampe )» My 10, Pikesville, a pair of barred owls was watched bring-
ing two young out of .the nest (Mrs. Kuch). May 10, Loch Raven, a
trood of wood ducks a week or so old wag found with adults nearby in
a honeysuckle tangle along the Gunpowder (Kolb)e May 11, Patapsco
State Park and Halethorpe, two pairs of blue~gray gnatcatchers were
obsarved at work building nests {Hampe and others). May 24, Arbutus,
young starlings out-of the nest and able to fly (Hempe). May 31,
Bird River, hooded and Kenbucky warblers settled on overlapping
breeding torritories;. seldom do these two spscies occur together
(GI‘OWd@I’). o o L. too : : N .

- mwo miseollonsous notess For the second pear there seemed to be
2 soarcity of bob-whites. This is particularly true in the region
about Loch Raven where very few males have been heard calling during
this nesting season. At Loch Raven there has been anotable increase
in the numbers of yellow-thyoated vireos., Formerly a rather uncom-
mon bird, this past spring four singing males were located along a
woodland route of about one mile, : R . *
- . Haven Kolb

THE SEA3ON

~ June 16 to August 31 , 1947

As the membership of the Soclety grows by leaps and bounds, and-
more end more observations come in from outside the Baltimore area,
it becomes desipreble to increase the scope of THE SEASON to inclvde
the cntire State of Maryland, The records committee now urges evVaIy-
one o0 send in notes at the close of each two-month period. (Repor‘cs
Tor the period 3epte 1 to Oct. 31 should be mailed not later than tine
Sth of Novembcr,) Somo members have folt in the past that t‘;ﬁ’leir noLos
would not be wanted; they couldn't hope to compete with the axpovts e
But ‘this yoport is not in any sense the result of competition to-so@
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‘the firat or lésb bird of ‘4 given:specicns it 4s rather a summay

g1l reports that are turned -in.. With thef’-i:obpex-ation gf ever;; fngmff
por,-we are _trylng to learn:all we can about the aryival, departurc,
nosting, and abundanes at all “times, of each’species in every part

of ‘the State.- Many wigrants from the south ‘arrive "on the Hastern.
Jnore -a weok to ten-doys ahoad.'of ‘the time they voach-Baltimore; they
do not arrive in the mouritain areas until a week or more aftor this.
Fall transients coming In fromthe north-are ‘seen Tirst in the moun-
tainse Ma-ny birds which -“AY€¢  commoen 0N the Easﬁﬁrn Shqi‘e ara rayre .oy
sbsent in other paris of the Statej~there are many ‘othey aspecies

which are commonest in-the mountains (oither as summer residents,
ginter visitors, o1 migrants). llence reports from all sections are
urgently needed. Even an observation on-a single common species,
vhen compared. with.similar reports-from other observers, will help

to form a clearer plcture of the status of this bird than would other-
wize be possible. = ) S T s T e

The departure -of summer regidents and arrival of fall migrants
depends to a large-extent upon temperature and wind conditions. The
spprosch of & high prossurc ares from the west causes 2 drop. in tem-
perature usually accompanied by “nobthwest winds which are favorable
for the southward migration of birds. Temperatures ‘during the latter .
nalf of June wore 2. to 6 degrees bLelow mormal, but-since virtually no
pigration takes place during this poeriod, this-is ‘only of passing in-
terest. During.the first 19 days of ~July 'the meroury staycd consist-
ently near the average reading; the first-transient ‘shorebirds were
noted on the 12th,. but no widesproad movement took place., From July
20 through 24, a vigorous-cold.wave {high pressure area) swept the
State, causing light frost at Grantsville -on ‘the latter date. Thig
saused the immediate and ‘premature ‘departure of the orchard oriole,
the first summer. resident to leave for “the south. = It also stimulated
the shorebird -flight, and very likely-accounted for an unusual record.
of the black-throated green warbler ‘at Cabin John, ‘The ramainder of
Suly had near-normel 1%63231‘35%“‘;25?634,;#}35#33 £he igoss: Auring the firah 6
deys of Auguste. But from-August 7 on, ‘the morcury began to rise, and
for the remainder of the month thesminimum temperatures were 2 to. 1l
degrees above normal every- single night., ~This-had the effect of re-
terding migration to such an extent that only an insignificant number
of migrant land birds arrived from the north before the end of the
period, while Acadian flycatchers, several swallows, Kentucky warb-
lers, Baltimore orioles, and other swmer residonts falled to depart
on time, COTTUL TN ey s e T RS R e e T

Herons. There was an unusually fine flight of the southern
herons In Tate summere The first 2 -American égrets weré noted atb
Patuxent on July & by F. M. Unler; 48 were gounted by Re T.. Poterson,
R E, Stewart, and C, S. Robbins-on July 26 at Assateaguc, and & peak
of 85 was recorded at Nottingham on the tidal Patuxent on Aug. 21 by
Stewart and R. Be Cverington. OSmaller numbers wore noted as far west
as Washington Co. (Green). The first appoarance of tho snowy egret
avay from 1ts breeding grounds:was on July 8, when a young bird was:
seen at Patuxent by Stewart, The highest-count on the gvestern shore
of the bay was 15 on Aug. 9 at Sandy Pt. (Robbins and USDA claas),
vhile on Assatoague Island, 65 wore secn ou July 12, and 55 on the od
2th (J. H. .Buckalew, Stewart, Robbins). The snowy, was also roported
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from Chesapeake Beach, Crisfleld, and Blackwater Refugec. The Lanisi-
sne. heron, which had-previously been recorded only once away from the
oo, was seen twigce at Sandy Point: 4 on Aug. 9 (Robhing and elass), -
and 1 on the 16th (7T, BE. Willoughby). -The ‘northernmost recory cn ‘
the coast was.l at Ocean City, July 25 (Guy.Emerson, Robbins, Stovert)
and the latest 1 was seen at Assateague. on Aug, 23 (Buckalew). fhe ° |
1ittle blue heron appseared at Patuxent-on-July-6 (Uhiler) s and the

posk away from the coast was 25 at Sandy Pt., Aug. @ (Robbins Bpd
olass)e One yellow-crowned night- heron at Ocean City on July 26 -
(Peterson, Robbins, Emerson) was the only veport ewsy from the feow

known nesting colonlese:.

Ducks, Vultures: A single lesser scaup duck, apparcently heal~
thy, Was seen near Nottingham.on Aug. 21 by Stewart apd Overington,
Black Vultures, which-are still very local in ccourrence at any seae
son north or east of Annapolis, were noted at Harrisonvilld, Henry- .-
ton, Pretty Boy Reservoiy, Sandy Point, and Stevensville in July or

o

Plovers and Turnstone. ,Be’{-,weenkthe,height of the breeding ssa=
son ond The beginning of the land bird migration, the attention of
peny observers is focused upon the shorebird flight which begins in
sarly July and reaches its peak in August., Although the full gran-
deur of this migration can be enjoyed only at the coast, & small con-
tingent passes along Chesapeake Bay, stopping at any mud flats or
sloughs that Rappen to be exposed. Since local rainfall is instru-
mental in keeping water:at appropriaste levels in sloughs, a flat that
is good for shorebirds one day may not conbvaln a bird two days later,
It was our good: fortune. this- fall fo find an easily accessible flat,
one mile north of the Sandy Foint ferry landing, which rewained in-
perfect sonditivn ‘throughout:- the month of August; many of the follow-
ing records were made hevre. The first (20) semipalmated plovers were
noted at Assatemgue on July -2£.{Stewart. Peteérson, Emerson), end on -
the following day 2 were seen slong the Chesapeake at Crisiieids
They were found at Sandy Point from Auges 9 through Augs. 30, with a
maximum count of 60-on ‘the 2lst (Bs Xessel, S. W. Eaton, Robbins).
The first 2 black-bellied plovers were seen at Assateague on July 26
(Stewart, Robhins), but no large counts were obtained, "the -highest.
being 57 on Aug. 23 by Buckalew, Robbins, and Xessel. In additlon to
localities mentioned in the Preliminary List of Hampe and Kolb, -
single black-bellies were seen at Crisfield, Aug. 24 (Stewart, Petey-
son), and Sandy Point on. Auge. 9 and 16 (Robbins, Willoughby)., The
first 3 turnstones were noted on July 26 at Assateague by Peterson
and Emerson, and by Aug. 8 this speciea:was fairly common at Ogean
City (Kolb), The only records away from the coast were at Sandy Pl.,
where 1 was seen on-Auge © (Robbins.and clags) and 4 on Auge 14
(J. Ws Taylor).: R o

Saﬁdgigers. ‘The first hudsonian ‘curlews (45) were seen in Wor-
cester 06, on July 12 by Stewart and Robbing; counts mede south of

the Virginia line indicate that they reached their ggakén féazig Aun~ -
gust. The flight of solitary sandpipers was poorj the 1irs N
found at cardegock on July 25 (C. T. Johnson), and the highest count
wes of 7 at Sandy Pt on Auge 20 (Stewart). 17 willets wers observed
in migration at-Assateague on July 12 (Stewart, Robbins), aud ths
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pest count from that region was of 200 on Aug. 23 (M. Karplus,
uckalow); »reeords‘away‘from the coast weres 1, Crisfiéld, July 27
(peterson, Stewart); 1, Chesapsake Beach, ‘Aug, 17 (Meanley, Stewart);
and 9, 2, and 1 at Soandy Point on Aug. 14, 20, snd 30, respectively,
py Taylor and Stewart. -Only small nunbers of greater yellow-lege
were reported, but 225 lessers were counted at Blackwater.on Aug, 24
vy I. R Barnes and Stewart; ‘the firsi individual of this speclos was
found at Assateague ‘on July 12, and 7 were seen on the following day
(Robbinz, Stewart)e A high count of 85 pectoral sendpipers was ob~
tained on Agsateague.on July 26 by Buckalew and Stewart, The largest
number at Sendy Pt., where the specles was found regularly throughout
fugust, was 22 on Aug. 14 (Taylor), The pectoral was alsoc seen at
Ocean City (12), Orisfield (2), and Blackwater (28) on Aug. £3-24 by
stewart and party. Only single white-rumps were located: Assateaguc,
July 26 (Robhinas, Peterson); and Ocean City and Isle of Wight, Aug.
23 (Stewart, Barnes). By July 26, least sandpipers were common along
the coast as indicated by 1856 reported from Assatcaguc by Peterson
and Robbins. They were slzo obgserved in the Chesapeake Bay area as
follows: 25 at Crisfield on July 27, 50 at Blackwater on Aug. 24, and
15 {maximum)} at Sandy Pt. on Aug. Zl. Earliy red-backed sancplpsrs
were seen at Assateaguc (3) and Ocean City (1) on July 26 .by Peterson
and Stewart: the highest count during the period was 6 at Assateague
on Aug. 23 (Buckalew, Robbins, Karplus)e.

Dowitchers were first reported from Assateague on July 12, when
35 were noted by Stewart and partys. Although much larger numbers
were seen just across the state line in Virginia, Maryland's best
tally was 104 in Worcester Co., Auge 23 {Robbins, Buckalew, Stewart}.
44 were counted ot Crisfield on July 27 (Stewart, Emerson, Peterson),
and 9 ot Blackwater on Aug. 24 {Barnes, Stewart, Robbins); strangely
enough this species was not found at Snndy Pte The semipalmated
sandpiper, one of the mest abundant of our shorebirds, wags first en-
sountered on July 13, when 8 were seen at Mills Is. by Stewart and
Robvins; the higheat counts {rom various ovservation poinits Wexd3
325, Blackwater, Aug. 24; 200, Sardy Pt., Aug. 203 280 Assateague,
July 26; 270 Qcean City, July 26; and 100, Crisfield, July 27 (Stew-
art, Robbins). The western sandpiper, which is overlooked by many
virders because of its similarity to the semipalmated, was found reg-
ularly in compeny with the latter specles, though generally in smal-
ler numbers; 1t wag relatively more common in the Chesapeake region
than on the coast, suggesting that a subatantlal flight from the west
passes along the Bay enroute to the coatste Further north along the
coast this species becomes increasingly rare. The first 10 migrants
were identified at Mills Is. on July 13 by Stewart; on the 26th 9
were seen at Assateague, and a similar number at Ocean City, by Peter-
son and Buckalew, The highest count at the coast was 55 at Qcean
City on Aug. 23 (Stewart, Barnes, Meanely)s Interesting counts along
the Chesapeake included 100 (with 65 semis) at Sandy Pt., Aug. 21
(Eaton, Kessel, Robbins); 7 at Chesapeake Beach, Aug. 17 (Meanley,
Stewart); 260 (with 325 semis) at Blackwater, Aug. 24 (3tewart,
Barnes, Robbins); and 3 at Crisfield, July o% (Petorson, stewart).
The sanderling, commonest shorebird of the outer beach, arrived at
Assotengue between July 13 and July 26; on the latter date 1300 were
estimated by Buckalew and Stewart, The highest count, 1500, cams
from the Isle of Wight 'on Auge 3 (M. Elliott, Barnes)s Ouly two rec-

- 49 -



Vol 1LL, Nos &~ MURYLAID FTIDLIFE T S0pt.-~0Ct. iv47

ords wore received from the Chesapenke reglon; 3 were noted 8t Sand
Ption Auge 7 (Stewart), -and 1 at the same plage o Auga 16 <w1110u§h~

gulls, Terns, and Skimmer. The ring~hilled gull f£light was woll
undoy Way by Auge. 23, when 600 wore observed ag Agsateagug by Buckaw
lew and party; up to this time there had been no appresiable incrsase
in the herring gulle. " Bleven pullebilled terns seen at Assateague on
July 26 by Stewart, Buckalow, and Peterson, is the highest count yet
reported from thls State. Two Forater's terns were first seen af
sandy Pt. on Aug. S (Robbins and class), and the highest Chesapeaks
pay count in this period was of 40 birds at Chesapeaks Beach on fug,
17 (3tewart, Meanley)., The common tern, which is generally socar.er
than the Forster's in the Chesapeske ares, waa [irst seen at 3ancy Pte.
on Aug. 9, as was a single least tern (Robbins and class). The Cas-
ptan tern was pot reported until hug. £3, whon 15 werse counted on
Assateague by Buckalew. Only 2 bleck tern counts are at hand, both
from the Assateangue--0cean ity areas 32 on July 26; and 66 on Aug.
23 (Buckalew, Robbins, Stewart)., Common and Forster{s terns and
black skimmers hod a relatively unsuceessful nesting season in Mary-
land, Although Crowder reports normal numbers of young in the Oceen
ity colonies, there was heovy mortality (human predation?) et 3South
Point, and the Clam Marbor colonies were a complete failure; the lat-
ter ares, which supported upwards of 200 pairs in 1945 will probably
ve abandoned in a very few years since all three islands are rapidly
being cut away by the-waters of Chincoteaguc Bay.

Cuckoos, Nighthawk. A nest containing an early brood of two
vellow~-61TIIed cuckoos, one-third grown, was found on June 3 at Pavuxe
cnt by D. L. Allen and Stewart. No nest of the black-billed species
was reported, but an early foll migrant wos heard passing over Patux-
ent on the night of Auge 17 (Robbina). The first flight of night-
havks was reported on Aug. 1l at Govans by Kolb, who comments that -
this is & 1abs dass fop the sitert of the fall migration. None were
noted at Patuxent until the 19th, when 16 were counted by Stewart: on
the following day the Patuxent total was 34 (Eaton, Kessel, Robbins),
which romained the highest count of the monthe - '

Hummingbird, Woodpeclkers, A count of 355 hummingbirds in the Pa-
tuxent mATSH nofr Nottinghem on Auge 21 by Overington and Stewart,
will be hard to beat. It probably indicates the migration peak for
this season, Young red-headed woodpeckers nt least partly dependent
upon theilr parents were observed on July 14 at Hillsdale Park by
Brackbill; this species nests later than most members of its femily.

Flycatchers. As we pass to the perching birds, the compiler is
confronted By soores of nest records, mostly from the Washington-
Baltimore area; since much material is already avallable {rom this
region, it is deemed advisable to mentlion only those nesting dates
which fall near the beginning or end of the normal nesting Pe?lOﬁl?f
a species. The departure of eastern kingbirds from inland localitles
wis delayed by the nbnormally warm weathere Two birds were presor.
at Greenbelt, and £ at Patuxent through the 30th of ‘August (Willosyn~
by, Robbins), and stragglers lingered well into ?he next periodod &
crested flycateher which failed in previous nesting attempts, had &
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éggs at Beltaville on July 13; on the follev&ing dey omb egg had dis-
sgparod ond e bixd doseried (Gooley). A sster ako ness zooord
of the Fi0O6 s ‘obtailned by Xo who found 5 oggs still beli -
cubsted at Loch Reven-on-June 2l. " I &8 ng in

swallows. The first tree swallow was seen at Patuxent on Jul
11 (K““‘app‘j_"u"s","‘ﬂobbins), and on the 2%th, a flock of 52-was spotted gt
Flliott Is. by Peterson and Stewart. Young rough-wings, still partly
dependent upon their parents, appeared at Dickeyville on June 28
(Brackbill)e The following fine counts from Greenbelt Lake show the
departure of thls species: 50 on July 29, 25 on Aug. 10, and 3 on
huge 30 {(Willoughby)}s The last barn swallow eggs hetched at Paturent
on July 17 (Robbins). Dr. Barnes, who keeps close tabs on the purple
partin Roost 1n 'Yinshington, reported a concentration of 1500 ¢f these
birds at Cambridge in the late afternoon of Aug. l. It would be in-
tereitigg to know the location and size of other martin roosts in
Heryland. ’ : ) .

Yrang, Mockers. On Aug. 8, n brood of house wrens left their
nest In Dickéyvillé (Brackbill). The last clufeh of 5 eggs at Patux-
ent hatched on July 29 {Robbins), and the last Beltsville brood
spread its hatching over three days, Aug. 10-12 (Cooley). Numbers of
long~billed marsh wrens-were still singing in the Gunpowder marshes
on Aug, 17 (Kolb), and short~bills were in song at Crisfield and
plackwater on the 24th (3tewart and party)s. A lone mockingbird waos
nearly ready to leave its nest at Patuxent on July 24 (R..T» Mitchell)
and on the 26th or 27th & brood took wing at Dickeyville (Brackbill);
on the latter date an early flock of 12 was noted at Halethorpe b
Bowen. A brood of catbirds left a Patuxent nest on Aug. 10 (Allenj.

Robin, Shrike. On June 1, a pair of robins that suscecded in
raising thei¥ first brood in Greenbell, had a second clutch of 4 eggs
{mtoholll, A wobin nsar Hempels pesidence in Halethorpe had one
fresh egg on July 19, but later deserted., The last report of young
in the rest came from Crisfield on July 27 {Robbins). A migrant
shrike seen at Sandy Pte on Aug. 21 by Kessel, Eaton, and Robbins,
‘was the first one reported away from a nesting area.

Warblers. A wandering prothonotary warbler was found at Hale=-
thorpe on Aug. 23 by Bowen. On the following day & worm-eater was
seen at Blackwater (where the species does not nest) by Meanley and
Robbins., Another obvious migrant was a yellow warbler at Patuxent on
fug. 14 {Robbins)e The black-throated green warbler referrad to in
the introduction was seen and heard singing at Cabin John on July 20,
one month ahead of the earliest D.Ce. arrival dete, by Robbins and
Cooley, This species hns not been found east of Catootin M. in sum=
mer. Young prairie warblers prematurely left a nest at Beltsville on
July 4 (Robbins), while a brood at Loch Raven had not flown by the
12th (Kolb). Bowen veported a hooded warbler on fug. 23 at Hale-
thorpe, whero the species does not breed. The first Canada warbler
was seen on Aug, 12 at Patuxent (Taylor and C. Dianda), The earliest
nest of the redstart to be reported this summer contained 3 eggs ou
Jue 7; it was found at Berwyn by.A. E. Brown.

Blagkbirds and Qriolaa. Kessel and Robbins heard the first
- Bl -
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pobolink ot Patuxent on- Augs 20, and. on the next day’ Stewart and -
ington saw 18 near Nottlagham on the tidal Patuxentyﬁiver s along gﬁg
800 red-wings. A -late nest of the lrtter apecies contained 3 young
sbout 2 days old in the Lake Rolsnd breeding~bird census ares on July
05 (Cooley)e ~The orchard oriocle was lagt heard singing at Patuxent

an July 19; 2 were seen at Lake Roland on the 20th, and the final one
on the 23rd (Cooley)s Baltimore orioles were on the move by August 6,
yhen the {irst one was recorded at Patuxent Refuge (Robbins), Cow~
pirds were seen belng fed by foster parents aa follows: by yellow-
throat, Auge 24, Blackwatey (Mcinley); by red-eyed vireo, July 23,
Dickeyville, and song sperrow, July 22, Forest Park (Brackbill),

Finches and SPArIOWS « A brood of cardinals left tho nest at
Dickeyville on Aug. o and 6 (Brackbill)e On Aug. 21, a very late
nest of the sharp-tailed sparrow contained £ fresh eggs at Sandy Pt,
(fobbins, Kessel, Eaton). A song sparrow was flushed from a nest of.
3 eggs on Aug. 9 by Robbins and class, also at Sandy Point; but the
latest report of this species comes from Lake Rolend where Miss Coo-
loy found 2 nest with 3 three-day~-old young on Aug. 20s This roview
of the summer seagon ls terminacted very ineppropriately with the re-
port of a single helated spring migrant. This aberrant individuali,
which “tewnprt saw on June 26 at Beltsville, end which at that time
should have been feeding young in the mountains of northern New Eng-
land or'New York, was none other than a singing male white-throated
SPArrow,. G T e e : o

_ » Chandler S. Robbins.
CRESTED FLYCATCHERS AND A SUNPAPER BOX, MIDDLE RIVER

On June 2, while passing a roadside Sunpaper tube on Wilson
Point Road, Middle River, I was startled by the flutter of wings, and
on turning saw a crested flycatcher emerge from the tube., On closer
szamination I discovered the nest and four partially incubated eggs.

I immediately informed the ocoupants of the house, who in turn
notified the Sun carrier to deliver their papers to the front door,
which was a good block from the road., After some persuasion on my
part, the carrier agreed to deliver the papers to the dodr and leave
the nest undisturbed. ‘ : ‘ -

So far so good, My daily visits through the week brought the
satisfactlion of knowing that incubation was progressing normally and
undisturbed, but Saturday, June 7, the reins came and brought with
them the downfall of ‘the nests -

It rained all night and was still raining Sunday morning at 8
AdMe, when I witnessed a strange sight at the newspaper tubee The
Sunday peper was protruding about 3 or 4 inches from the box and the
female flyecatcher was tearing the wet end to shreds. I T lushed her,
removed the paper, and left. My next visit to the nest found the en~
trance closed by & spider web; I removed it only to find one there
again the next day. I oame to the conclusion that the nest had been-
abandoned, for I never saw the hird around it again, The nest gna
eggs were later removed and brought to the Ornithologlcal Soclety
meeting for inspection. Now the double duty newspaper tube is back

at wo \ ~ 03¢
rk serving its original purposes Larry L. Haynie
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- TRAVELS OF THREE BANDED PURPLE GI{!‘;GI{I;ES

Between Aﬁﬁuét;élziigéiirﬁhﬁ”ﬁﬁvﬁiﬁ; 1947, I banded 53 Purple
erackles. Thoy were 33 ‘adult males, 17 adult femnles, 1 independent
juvenile, 1 juvenile practically independent, and 1 fledgling still

[

uwnable to fl}f.

Thirteen males and 3 females were banded nt 3201 Carlisle Avenue,
on the eagtern edge of the Forest Park sestion of Baltimore, and the
fl-1: 110 in some wild land about a bloek from there, from 1941 to
1944, 81x females were banded at Branchville, Prince George's County,
in 1944, Twenty meles, 8 females and the 2 juveniles were banded at
46&35gringdale Avenue, on the western edge:of Forest Fark, from 1945
to 1947,

Of these blrds, &0 have not beecn seen or heard from since being
vanded. The other three have heen reported os follows:

Adult mnle No. 41-355068, hended on Carlisle Avenue on September
2, 1942, was found dead at Hollywood, St. Mery's County, Md., on No-
vember 9 of the same year, by Lieut. R. L. Mann, USN, of Washington,
DoCe Thls bird was 70 miles directly south of the place of banding. -

Fledgling No., 35-339106, which was not yet able to fly when I
caught 1t by hand in wild land between the 3200 blocks of Vickers
Road and Pledmont Avenue on May 29, 1944, ond which therefore must
have hatched at that place, was found dead on July 13 of the same
year (1t had plainly been dead for some days) at 3706 Clifton Avenue,
Baltimore, by Fred C. Nordhoff, living there. This bird had got 2/3
mile southwest of lts birthplace at the age of something less than 2
months. ' ' :

Adult female Wo. A5.33G144. handed on Springdsle Avenue on Au-
gust 4, 1946, was found entnngled in an old kite string caught in a
hedge 2t the Westport power plant in Baltimore on April 283, 1947, and
was freed by a gordener there and another employe, Frank U. Neat, of
Riviera Beach, lde The circumstances suggest that this blrd was
building a nest at 'eatport. Assuming that it had returned in 1947
to the same neighborhood in which it nested in 1946, it was 6 miles
northwest of i1ts territory when originally banded.
‘ ' Hervey Brackbill

THE . UPLAND PLOVER IN FREDERICK COUNTY

On May 25, 1947, Bill Pruiltt and I spent an entive day working
the Frederick Valley from the city of Frederick to the Montgomery
County line and over to the Catoctin Mounteins in quest of Upland
Plovers, A single day in an area of this size is hardly enough to
mike an exhaustive population check on the number of individuals Iin
¢ locele; and, as n result only six (G{ individuals were noted in a
?mical environment where unguestionably meny more can surely be
Ound . )

- 53 =
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The six birds recordod were in one group, frequenting a n
planted corn.field, o timothy field andgfigid‘ofqmixcdgrassgg;gndc
weeds, approximately & mile south of ‘Buckeystown. Four of the six |
birds were adults while two of them were two-day old young, This
meens that the eggs must have been lald the very flrst part of May,
since the perled -of. incubation is about 21 or 22 days for this spe-
LD o P o

The adult males spent most of their time in the newly plowed -
cornfield feeding principally on insects., The female with the chicks
was in a timothy field, 'and the second female probably had a nest
nearby e ‘ o ' -

The Frederick Valley Is well known for its limestone soils and
is essentlally a coyn-wheaiy~dairy reglons Its topography is gently
rolling to flat and with 1lts extensive ar¢a of open fields is a grand
plsce for the plovers. ‘ S S ' '

) 7 ‘Brooke Meanley
BODCLINLS I JARFORD COUNTY

On Maw 14, about 6Q male bobolinks were observed near Highland,
Harford County, about & miles below the Pennsylvania Yine. They were
perched on twe.or three leafless Brees, poised almost vertically, and
all singing in a loud chorus. Not recognizing them, I stopped the-
car and walked over to investigate. My delight was great when I
recognized migrating bobolinks in their lovely courtship costume on
the way to the north of us from far-away Brazil, They seemed rather
unafraid, as I was only about 25 feet away as they changed position
tut continued their songe. Finally they flew into an.adjoining clover
field, coming down with their lovely sailing posture, This was at -
4 P.i. on a beautiful sunshiny afternoon, following a heavy thunder-

L . Pearl Heaps
THE NASHVILLE, AND TERWEGSEE WARPLERS AT COLLEGE PARK

On May 3rd, a Nashville warbler was noted in a wave of warblers
coming through & bottomland area at College Park. After pursuing 1t
for the best part of two days it was procured, This bird was one of
the most active and elusive warblers I have ever seen, sticking to
the tops of Sweet Gums most of the time; singing about once every
hour and then only three or four tlmeg. = -

On May 8th, a second Nashville wns noted in the same area; and
while this one was 6lso elusive and singing sporadieally it remained
¢lose to the ground in an extensive Viburnum thicket.

On this same date (May 8th) and singing vociferously, perhaps
more so than any warbler I have ever heard, a Tennessce Warbler was
observed with 8X glasses in an alder thicket along a stream on the
University campus, This bird worked within four or five feot of the
ground most of the time and could be easily approached to within

£ fect,
ifteen feet Brooke Meenley
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. THE-DISTRIBUTION OF MARYLAND BIIDS

b

ka2 2y

one of the prinecipal objectivos of the Bird Records Committee of
the Soclety is to determine tho status of the various specles of
pirds found in Maryland, Tho statuas of e speoies involves its breed-
ing or summer ranga, wintering range, and migration routes within
Maryland as well as-its relative abundsnco in various parts of the
stato. : - - -

It is hoped that each member of the Maryland Ornithological So-
ciety will cooperate by sending to the commlttee chairman any perti-
nent information on the distribution of Maryland birds. In the fu~
ture eny new ryegords that indieate range extensions or records that
change the most recent concept of relative abundance of a species
will be published in this soction of "Maryland Birdlife" and full
credit will be given to the contributora., 1In sending in these rec~
ords the following facts are needed: location where observation was
made (the more exact the hetter); date or dates on which observations
wore made; numbers of indlviduals or pairs scen; name of observers;
any other information -that would help to substantiate the record,

The appearance of the new hooklet entitled "preliminary List of
the Birds of Maryland and the District of Columbia%, by Irving E.
Hampe and Haven Kolb, marks a cornerstone in the history of Maryland
érnithology and permits us to sit back and taks cognizance of what is
known as well as what i{s not known of the birds of the state. As is
indicated by tho authorg, their statements on the status of the spe~
cies of Mirrland birds are based primarily on a compilation of mis-
cellaneous notes which have appearcd from time to time in various
journals. The bocklet thus performs a very useful gervice in summer-
izing the published papers on Maryland birds, paving the way for fu~
ture work on the birds of the state., This being the chief purpose
for which the booklet was written, the authors are to be complimented
on & job well done, Many interesting and valuable records are
brought to the reader's attention, However, one is also lmpressod
with the paucity of field data that is availabls for many species,
some of which are undoubtedly quite regular in their occurrence with-
in the state. This is a yeflection of the relatively small amount of
field work that has been done in the past over large parts of Mary-
land end emphasizes the need for wmuch more field work in the future,

This preliminary list appears at an opportune time in that we
will bo able to start using it as a base for adding range extenslons
or for changing our concept of the relative abundance of thc various
speciess It is planned to continue the policy of Messrs. Hampe and
Kolb in requiring at least two reliable sight raecords for a species,.

!'55"'
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tefore 1t can be put on the regular llst, in case & specimen is not
sollocted or & photograph taken,

Another paper entitled "Recent Obsorvations on Maryland Birdsh,
by R, E. Stewart and O, 3. Robbins, appoared in tho April, 1947 issuo
of The Auk. Thls paper 1s much more limited in scope then the "Pre-
liminary List" but does contain new information on quiteo a few spe=
cies, Some of these are new for the state and are listed as followss
gull-billed tern, royal tern, Cabot's tern, marbled godwit and Swain-
son's warbler. Only one record was made of tho Cabot's tern so this
gpecies would be relegated to the hypothotical list,

By combining the species listed in these tws papers and dis~
gounting those in the "Preliminary List" thet wero rvecorded only from
the District of Columbia, the regular llaryland list would ocontain a
total of 305 species. This total does not inscludo the domostic pig-
gon or rock dove but does Include the English sparrow and starling.

necent observations havo added five new species to the regular
state list which brings the total up to 310 species. These ars lis=
ted as follows: :

Cory's Shearwater (Puffinus diomedea bhorealis)

On August 24, 1946 a total of 65 were observed over the ocean
off Ocean Clty within 5 mlles of shore, by members of District of
Columblia Audubon Society, including J. W. Aldrich, I. R. Barnes, R.
T. Peterson, and C. S. Rohbins. One bird was collected by Aldrich.
On Auguast 8, 1947, a total of 29 were recorded in this same aroca by
R, E. Stewart.

American Eider (Somateria mollissima dresseri)

Brooke Meanley reports that he mounted an American Eider wWhidh
had been shot by Mr. H. Matthai. on the Chesapeake Bay on November 18,
1933, This species was previously in the hypothetical list on the
basis of one specimen reported to have been taken in Charles County
and placed in the Maryland Academy of Sciences but which has since

been lcoste

“1laon's Plover (Characlrins wilsonia wilsonia)

Several were seen by Brooke Meanley on June 7, 1939 on Assa~
teague Island, a short distance south of the North Beach Coast Guard
Station. On May 17, 1947 one was seen on Assateague Islend, about
3 miles south of Ocean City by several members of the Maryland Orni-
thological 3Joeciety including O. W, Crowdeyr and R. Te Otowart., On
fugust 7, 1947 two were seen and onc was collected at the Wost Ocean

City mud flat by R. E. Stewarts
Brewer's Blackbird (EBuphagus cyanocephalus)

Snow Hill by J. W. Aldrich and D. L, Allen. O(n Docember 28, 1946,
threc were seen at Popt Tobacco, Charles County, by D. L. Allen and
I, N. Gabrielsono
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Laplond Longsp ur {cal Lcarius lapponicus)

on Decormbor £5, 1939, throe were seen at Ccean City by R.'H,
steworte  This species was previously placed ‘on the hypothetical list
on the basis of ‘one record 'of & flogk of 20 seen on February 10, 1895

ot Lake Roland, '-Bal'%:imqre- County by:F. Ce. Kirkwood,

st1ll another speciecs, the Groater Shearwater {Pufinus gravis),
nay be added to tho hypothetical list on the basis of one record:
saven were seen near the share of Assateague Island about 3% miles
south of Ocean City on May 17, 1947 by members of the Audubon Soclety
of the District of Columbia and the Maryland Ornithologlcal Soclety,
including E. G, Davis, Oy W. Crowder, Re E. Stewort and Richard
TOUSEY e Y i : ,
‘ R, E. sStewartd

4 -WARBLING VIREO'S NEST IN WAVERLY =

While walking along busy 33rd Street at the northeast corner of
iell Avenue this summer, I heard the food cry of nestling birds in
the branches of ‘e large sycamore {oriecntal plane) tree over my head.
I casually glanced upward expecting to sce & robin's nest among the
tranches, but all I saw was an inconsplcuous little gray bird, busily
‘unting insects among the leaves, Its-song identified it as a warb-
ling vireo. I stood there fully flve minutes vefore 1 discovered lis
nest suspended near the end of a gslender drooping branch. It wes
quite a thrill to find a warbling vireo nesting in a c¢ity area wherse
one seldom ‘sees more than starlings, English sparrows and a few rob-
ins, ' ‘

Larry L, Haynle

A SUMMER AT HAWK MOUNTAIN SANCTUARY

Yalton Robey and Jimmy Dietz, seniors ag ForgrHill High *

9chool .in Cumberland, and members of the Society, put

in the past summeyr working at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary.

e step over our state boundary a blt to publish this

interesting account of thelr exper}encegdby Walton Robey.
. - Rd.

Hawk Mountain is & noted flywasy for migrating birds of prey., It
was ereacted in 1934 for the purpose of protecting the hawkgs as they
followed the air currents along the ridge. In former days they were
killed in large numbers as they passed certain points on the moun-
tain, but now they pass safely through and nundreds of people visit
the mountain every fall to observe these beautiful birds.

Cur main job this summeor was to help with the work on the sanc-~
tuary property. We did such tasks as erecting rall fences, building
outdoor fireplaces, landscaplng, cutting trails, oreosoting sheltors,
end the like, ' ;

w BY7 -
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Our summer was very interesting and profiteble. I learncd much
about sanctuary work 'and as I plan to0 contiruse my 1ife work along
this line it should prove to he very valusble experience. Maurice
froun, ouratoy at the Mountaln, taught us many things about senctuary
pork ond wildlife. I léarned much about plant life and have now
started my own collection of ferns, ‘

Bird life on the mountain wags not exceptional. Such birds as
mourning doves, cuckoos, flickers, jays, tanagers, chipping sparrows
and verious warblers could be seen all summer. lJo were very proud
of our resident shaprp~shinned hawks., They had their nest in a tall
hemlock at the top of the mountain. We banded the three downy young
in July and a few waeks later they were seen near the nest flying
from perch to perch, giving their plaintive calls all the while.

About the lattear psrt of August the great horned owl. could be
heard around dusk. Turkey vulturos could he seen almost any time of
the day soaring and dipping over the wmountain precipices. Ruffed
grouge were falrly common, and one family wis seen several times &=
long the edge of the woods, Vhip-poor-wills were heard nightly and
pileated woodpeckers werec heard. occasionally. We were constantly a-
lort for unusual bird visitors %o the sanctuary, and these included
a spotted sandpiper, blask-crowned night herons, Carolina wrens, and
the brown thrasher. The lack of various common birds could be at-
tributed to the high altitude of the mountaln.

In the third weelk of July large numbers of swallows passed over
every evening for several weeks, starting to fly around seven ofclcck
and continuing until dark, As many as 400 were counted in one even-
ing, mainly barn gswallows., The first week of August large flocks of
martins flew qver, One day they passed in a steady stream and I
wonld venture to say there were over a thousand in the course of the
day, : ) | TTLae e .

The latter part of August we made daily trips to the "Lookout!
to watch for occasional hawks, Dospite the unfavorahle weather we
saw & good percentage of hawks, wmostly broad=wings, = - .

On the morning of August 31 a strong, cool breeze came out of
the north, the result of a low pressuro area over New England, Hure-
rying up to the "Lookout® we prepared for a fair sized hawk flight.
We were not disappointed. A lone sparrow hawk was the vanguard, then
pinute specks on.the--horizon proved to be brosd-wings. The hawks be-
gan to increas¢ and gain in momentum. That day 66 broad-wings and 5
bald eagles passed by the ridge.- The day's total was 89 hawks repre-
senting six gspecies,: ‘

This was a beautiful eclimax to our gogourn{ for we left the
Sanctuary for home that very daye |

Walton Robey
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 DREEDING-DIRD CENSUS:
SHRUEBY FIELD WITH STREAM~BCRDSRED TREZS

This peat spring and summer we completed a second breeding«bird
oensus of the stream border helow the Lake Roland dam,

DESCRIPTION: This rectangular flood plain is bordered by a
stream {Jones Falls), o railroad, old Falls Road, and by a plateau
field, Across the atream are a field and a hill covered with decid-
wous trees. Across the track are houses and a field., The area is
cut by four rivulets as well as by a ditch which extends & third of
the width. A triangular woods neosr one corner of the areca consists
of one or 8 few specimens of the following trees: 45-80 foot (5
inches~3 feet d.b.h.) sycamore (Platanus occidentalis), 45 foot (6
inches debeho) black locust (Robinia pseudo~ecacia), 45 foot silver
meplo (Agex a.=-Tiriuun), .80 Toot (2 Test d.B.h.) tulip tree (Lirio-
dendron tulipifera), and 60 foot (2 feet d.b.h,) cotton-wood (¥FdpiTus
05iG0ic 38 5. The understory consists of an open stand of sycamore,
mIBerTy (Mcrus sp.), box elder (Acer negundo), elm (Ulmus sp.),
beach (Fagus grandifolia), and hickory (Carya 8P.)s K TEW troes
(mostly understory onés) were cubt last winter. The ground is covered
with Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica) and there are a few
living and dead, moatly honeysucklc covered, saplings (mostly of
black locust and elm)e A 2 acre grove of 65-70 foot (about 14-22
inches dob.h.) sugar maples (Acer saccherum) is near the woodse

There sre approximately three acres of trees other than in the
trianguler woods and maple grove., They are situated along the stream,
the rivulets, and the ditch, and elsewhere., The species (in approxi-’
mate order of abundance) are cotton-wood, black locust, sycamore,
willow (Salix sp.), silver maple, Amsrican elm {Ulmusz smericana), ash
{(Fraxiuus spe J, honcy lecust (Qleditaia triacanthos), BoOX elder,
white mulberry (Morus alba), and black walnubt (Juglans nigra). sSome
of the groups of trées support a shrub stratum of spice bush (Benzoin
acstivale). Shrubs which occur especially along streams and et Ghé
edge of groups of trees are: asmooth sumac (Rhus glabra), false indi=-
go (Amorpha fruticosa), and common ¢lder (Ssmbusus canadensis)s There
are a few blackverry (Rubus spe.) bushes, 1n the Open areas the fol-
lowing herbs oceur: grasses, rushes (Juncus sp.), bulrush (Scirpus
strovirens), great bulrush (8. validus), sensitive fern {0Onoclés sen-
sIbITis), jewelweed (Impatiens Tiflora), black-eyed susan (Rudbsckid
hirta), yerrow (AchilTlea millefoLium), queen Anne's lace (Daucus
cerofa), goldenrcd (SOLIGARO 8pe), Lster (Aster sp.) fleabane {Erig-
éron sp. ), ragweed (BAmbrosia trifida and AS artenisiifolia), Joe-pye
veed (Rupatorium purpureun), vonéset (E. perfoliatum), blue vervain
Verbena hastatey bouncing vet (Saponaria officinalis), Steironema
ciliatum; common milkweed (AsclBplas syridce), dogoane ( Aposynuil 8Pe )
sweet clover (Melilotus sp.), and common burdoclk,(Arctium minusj.
Botanical nomenclature follows Gray's "Manuall, ~In 1047 about .6
acre was denuded of its former herbagoous vegotation and was used as

2 dumping ground for shade tree trimmings.

The area was re-mapped this year and found to be 19.2 acres
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(7188 foet avorago length by 582 fest average width, paced). . There-
foro, the 78 pairs found last yoar yicld = %emiby <’3fp391 *g)m’ir:s pgr '
100 acres instoad of the -500 pairs reported. The edge within the

area 1 about. 8,800 foet y consiating of a triungulur woods near one
ond, & Sugar m?PlO,ESI'OVE, and groupas of troes (many under fcur in-
ches doboho) along the.stresm, the rivulets, and ditch, and elasewhere.
The above descripiion may be considersd the officiel desoription. It
cnbodies several changos in that published in the November-Decomber
1946 "Audubon field notea™, . S

w=iPIERs  Thoe records of the Baltimore City Cfflce were consul-
ted to obtaln tho following notes on the weather. The winter was un-
wsually warm, the mean December temperature being 5,29 above normal
and the mean January temperature 7.69 ahove normal. The ground was
virtually clear all winter until February 20-21, when 10.5 inches of
anow fell in 24 hours. The ground remained covered until March 6,
The mean February temperature was 3.69 below normel. Although the
mean March tempeorsture was almost normal, the only périods that the
nean temperature was at or aktove rormal in March were March 12-15 and
01.25, From April through July the monthly mean temperatures wore
about normal. The amount of prceipitation was velow normel in Decem=
ber, normal in January, below normal in Fehruary and March, and about
twlce as great as normal in April. It was normal in May and July.
In June precipitation was twice as great as normael.

BIRD 3

(ENSUS: PAIRS NESTING & FEEDING Sp__e_g_ifg 1946 1947
IARGELY WITHIN THE 3TUDY TRACT -
Cardinal 1 1
Specles 1946 1947 Indigo Bunting 2 3
' T Goldfinch 4 4
Least Flycatcher 1 - Red-eyed Towhee 1 1
Catbird ' 8 g jong 3parrow 13 2l
Robin 3 4 TOTAL SPECLES = 3Ig T8
9067 Thrush . 2 1 TOTAL PAIRS 75 87
Bluetkird - 1l PAIRS per 10Q ACRES 391 453
Starling : 1 -
Red-cyed Vireo - 1
Werbling Vireo 2 1 PAIRS PROBARLY NRESTING ON THE AREA
Yellow Warbler 1le 9 BUT SECURING MUCH FOOD OUTSIDE
Yellow-throat S 11 oF IT
Yfellow-brecasted Chat 6 7 '
American Redstart - 3 Black-killed Cuckoo - 1
Redwing 5 i Cowbird - 1
Orchard Oriole o 1 Cardinal I
Balt imore Oriole e 2 TOTAL SPECIED - 3
Cowbird 2 - TOTAL PAIRS - 3
- 1946 1947
GRAND TOTAL OPECIESseesssssesenprecces 1B 20
GRAND TOTAL PAIRBeecesoosssssosesssone 10 20

FINAL DEN3ITY (Pairs per 100 Acrcs)see 391 469

- 80 =~



fol, 110, Moo &~ VRRSLANY BITOLINT TePE =00t 1027
" mhe following .16 specles frequontly fed on or over the aros bu
probably nested elsewhero (M=singing male; Pzpair; Y=adult seen feeg-

ing young): Chimnoy swift, 15}; downy woodpecker, 23 kingbird, 2p;
phoehe, 1p; wood pewse, 23 rough-~winged swallow, 51?.3*.3 Parn swallow,8;
tufted titmouse, 1Pj housc wren, 1M; cathird, 1P; eédar waxwing, 1Y;
white-oyed vireo, 1M; warbling vireo, 1lM; English sparrow, 5%; or-
chard oriole, 1P Al

NESTS FOUND IV 194%:¢ A tahle of nests found in 1947 will be
pound &% tho end of thia article, as well as a map showing the ap~
proximate location of the birds and nosts noted,

DISCUSSION: Probebly the decerease in yollow warblers thls year
i3 chiefly due to the fact that no nests were found and trips were
not taken frequently onough nor early onough in the morning to per~
mit listing 21) of the males in song. In 1946, s3lx nests wers
found, which helped considerably in delimiting the territories of
the warblers. :

Most of the increase in the number of song sparrows 1~ probably
due to the fact that this year, unlike last year, birds singing si-
miltancously were so indicated, and also to the fect that nests of
eight pairs were found, whereas only four nests were found in 1946,

The figure for red-wings is probably low, since it represents
only nests found, Probably one or more counts of femnles in May
(squeaking to attract them) would materially aid in determining the
population of red-wings. . Several investigators heove found this spe-
cles to be polygemous., .

The figures for robin, warbling vireo, yellow~throat, orchard
oriole, cowbird, goldfinch, and red-eyed towhee may be too low.,

COVERAGR AND PARTICIPANTS: In 1946, trips totaling 31 hours
were mede on May £2, 25, 26, 30; June 4, 11, 15, 22, 296, 3Ge

In 1947, census trips were made Merch 22, 31; April 7, 27; May
5, 12, 26, 31; June 2, 7, 8, 14, 15, 17, 28; July 2, 10, 12, 20, 23,
26, and August 1-7; total about 65 hours. The hours varied from
5130 8.me tO 6345 peMe EeSeTe, trips usually being two to four hours
between 5330 and 10330 a.m. E.S.T. About 56 additional hours ( same
days plus August 20, September 7 and 23) wero spent searching for
nests, photographing, describing the area, and measuring and pacing
the locations of the nests and the dimensions of the area. The loca=-
tions of birds were also plotted on maps while this other work weas
being done, The people who worked on the project this year &rei
Florence H. Burner, Eleanor G. Cooley, Oryilie W, Crowder,.Alice 3e
Keestner, William 3. McHoul, Chandler S. Robbins, Stephe'm We Simon,
Rockwell Smith, Herbert P. Strack, Lola G. Strack, and Willard A.
Strack,

Eleanor G. Cooley
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BRLEDING BIRD QENSUS ~ =~ NESTS FOUND in 1946 and i,@ﬂ

* e, 5 s ) - ey T T - - - .
sprCTES 140Nt CLUTCH ™ DATTS R FREQUENT NESTING SITES
Gatbird 8 7 2(%)to Tggs May 22 216".0V Blackberries; emooth sumac;coral

‘ 4y v T berry; honeysuckle~covered dead
3.75 gtub
Robin. . .S O . omm, el 6!=20' _ Black walnuts white pine
Bluebird 0 1 4 Egegs Jun 14 Hole Metal semaphore pole by rail-
23t up fond track
Hood 2 1 3 Eggs May 51«25  Box elder; sycamore
_Thrugh , 273yl 72
Starling 1 O we= Feedzyoung Hole Same metal semaphore pole in
May 30 23! up __ which bluebird nested
Redwayed 0 1 ==~  Foedgyoung 157 Sycanoro h
Vireo : Jul 10
tertling 0 1 - Incubating 50! Sycumure
Vireo Jun 15 :
Yellow € © 4=S;av TFEggs My 193 3121810 Blackberries; eim; elder;. smooth
farbler 4475 =Jun_l0¥ ) sumacs willow looust
Yell,~br. 1 2  4(**¥) Tpgs May 29 213t Blackberries; weed steme; honey-
Chat ~Jun 15 Buckled black locust stub
Redwwing 5 8 2-4,av . Young My 2- 3V-9! Silky cornel (Cornus asmomum);
. 3.25 Jul 23,Epgs blackberries; smooth sumacs
abl.My5-Jul9 : spicebushs honeysuckles willow
Orchard 1 O wew  Bldg.May 22 18 Basswuood ‘
oriole . Feede Jun 14 —
Baltimore 1 2 --="  Young(about 40%«55' Sycamore
Oriole ready to
lezve?)Jun 15
Indigo 0 1 3 Eggs Jul 10 3t10n Blackberry cane
Bunting V
Golafinch & 3 = Egga laid nf- 31=113' American elm; black locust;
ter Agl0;yng ' green ash (Fraxinus pensylvani-
left this ca var, lanceolata)
nest Sep 23 .-
Song L 13 3=5,av Eggs May 26 1'«6!  .Blackberries; black locust sap=
Sparrow 3.7 T lings (usually at least partly

dead « nest concgaled by vines

or tall, erect weeds); Japanese barberry; smooth
sumnc; honeysuckle tangle; rose tangle; mulberty;

spicebush; Virginia pine sspling.

(¥) NOTES:

(one egg in each of: 2 yellow warbler ne

1946 nest data were collscted by Allen W, Stokes and other mem-
bers of the society; Mr. Stokes kindly consented to their publication here,
Vhereas the map shows only one nest of a pair, this table includes all nests
found for which dats were aveilebls, Avcrage clutch is based only on nests in
vhich it is reasonably certain that the complete clutch was known., Cowbird
6ggs are not included. Nests parasitized by corbirds were found only in 1946

song sparrow nest.

(%) NOTE: 1946 Chat recoxd iss 3 eggs on ground, 3 eggs and a cowbird egg
in nest, Did the chot originally have a clutch of 6 or did it lay additicnal
0gge after the cowbird started to vemove cggs? Forbush's "Birds of Massachu-
setts" gives: “Eggs: 3 to 5, commonly 4"e

uzv

sts, 1 yellow-breasted chat nest, 1
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BREEDING BIRD . N
CENSUS . -

(5hrubb:.r field with ﬁtream;f'
bordered trees)

Lake Roland
19047

-]
Key: 1
Pairs probably nesting and

feeding largely on the areas

1 « Catbird
2. = Robin
3 = Wood Thrash
4 = Bluebird
5 « Red=eyed Vireo
6 - Varbling Vireo
7 - Yellow Varbler
8 « Nd, Tellowthroat
9 = Yellow~breated Chat
10 - American Hedstart
11 - Red~wing _ *
12 « Orchard Oriole
13-- Baltimore Oriole
1/, - Cardinal
15 - Indigo Bunting
16 - Goldfinch
17 - Red-eyed Towhee
18 - Song Sparrow

Pairs nesting on the area but
securing much food outside of it:

-« = Black~billed Cuckoo (Ranged
across whole area)

== ~ Cowbird (1 pair or more birds
seen April 7, 27, May 12,
June 14)

l4a - Cardinal

Circle around number indicates
nest found, Example:

@—Nest of Song Sparrow found M\ 8 8 O

1€ - Singing male, pair, or
pair feeding young
(Song Sparvou)

Q) -= Trees




Patapsco River Hottom, May 1l. Good weather, an excellent group
of observers, fine Tl.caaershﬁ and proven toerrain combined to makeo a
gela day. The list totalled 65 species, including 14 warblers, end
virtually everyong -on the tirip saw all the species listed, Among
the features were two pairs of nesting blue-gray gnateatchers; one in
ghe lower river bolLtom still building, the other at Avalon complcte,
40 feet up in a willow, Bluoc-winged, Wilson's and worm-eating warb-
lora were seen to advantage; two redstart nests were watched; a
killdeer nest with one cgg was examined; and Mr, Hampe's two downy
young barred owls were located and gtudied from all angles. Thore
wore 26 observers divided into two.gections under the leadership of
Hessrs. Hampe, Boyen.and Boad, - - - - : .

Qcean Clty, May 16-18, Ocean City is always magnificent for
birds, and this week-ena:caught the height of shorebird migration
on Assateague Island as well as the teeming rosidont population of
the Pocomoke area, - 3pace forblds adequate reporting, Outstanding
perhaps was the view of greater shearwaters out over the ocean, (a
new Maryland record) and the chase after a Wilson's plover on the
tidal flatg of Assateague.  3Jecumingly all the shorebirds were pres-
ent, and fine views were had of purplo and red-backed sandpipors,
knots, dowitchors, willets and many more. Tho Pocomoke yielded 16
warblers and other land species, and a final fling out over the mud
flats at Crisficld was rewarded with thousands of shorebirds of many
kinds. The trip-list numhered 84 species, and many of the good
views reflected. the eapert -1sadseship provided by Mr. Stawart. Tho
chartered boat trip down the Sinepuxent was a high spot worthy of,
annual repetition. - o ‘ '

Woodstock, June i. Leader Haven Kolb led a delightful walk up
the Patapsco from Wooastock, featurod by a surprise colony of nest-
ing cerulean warblers, Many other species, to a total of 85, were
listed by the 11 members who made the trip.

Garrett County, June 20-22, The final trip of the season was
one long to bo remembereds An attendance of 39 from Baltlmore,
Hagerstown, Annapolis, Cumberland, Eckhart and Qakland gave @& real
statewide character to the occasion. There wore thrills aplenty,
from watching sapsuckers feeding young to strolling in twillight
woods ringing with yeery walls, Msurice Brooks' leadership of the
Cranesville Jwamp morning, the country meals at the Sines’ farm, and
the exhilaration of the Garrett air are all part of a troasured meom-
ory. Stephen Simon's fine notes on the trip, crowded out of this
issue‘, have been wmade part of the record. ’

Occ W‘.‘ Crowder
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ibbott, 0. Frederlok
Gibson Iséﬁﬂd, Md.-
paldwin, Mrs. John C.
405 Hollen RdA.(12)
o hivrer, Mra,..-Alen
6517 Beverly RdA.(12)
Beauchamp, Mrs. M. M.
2812 Taylor Ave.(14)
Bedell, C. 8.

1935 0'Sullivan Bld. °

Bentz, Frank L.
514 Munsey Bldge.(Z)
Bosley, F. W.
203 Vendover Rd.{18)
Boggs, Fenton
1408 Bolton St.(17)
Brady, Miss Emita McC,
Greenspring Ave, &
Ruscombe Lane (9).
Brady, Mrs. Leo ‘
Greenspring Ave. &
Ruscombe Lane (9)

Brink, Miss Jossesphine -

205 Courtland Av{4)
Brown, Janet Ellen

1030 Foplar -Gr.{(16)" .
~.. 22 Wade Avenuo

Bruns, Lawrence A, °

Gun Road, Relay(&%}):
(-

Cole, Miss Ruth W.
1512 Pentridge(12)

Cox, Harry M.

Blue Ridge Sume)Pa.‘
«D-

Deetz, James '
503 Baltimore St.
Cumberland, Md, -

Denmead, Talbott
2830 St.Paul St.(18)

Diekmann, Mrs. George
7103 Holabird Avo.
Dundalk (22), Md,.

Diekmann, Miss May
7103 Holabird Ave.
Dundalk (22), Md.

MBER =

NEW MEMBERS:1MAY-AUGUGT;fl@éV“iipaltimdrg.unless otherwise

. . eew

Vel

Dillehunt, He Be J¥
214 W. Read 3t.(1l)
Duckworth, Carl E,
Box 100
Hanover, Md.
Dudley, Mlaoa Joan
"~ 21 Florida Rd.(4)
Dudley, Mra. M. 8.
21 Florida Rd.(4)
Bllensen, Mrs. Rlmer
209 Club Rd.(10)
Ellensen, Xaren A.
209 Glub Rd.{10)
e
Cheator

Fulton, A

302 Somerset Rd.{10)

Fulton, Mrs. C. A,

302 Somersct RA.(10)

. . ...G... )
Glass, Mlass Jdewell J,
Gelentisto Cliffs
calvert Co., Md,
Grecne, Misas Winifred
108 Vaahington Jthe

Cumberland; -Md,
- il
Hardy, Fe De

. Catonaville (28)
Haynlo, Larey .
8 -Gladiolus Drive
Middle River (20) |
Hellman, Claude Be
Darnell Road
Ruxton (4), Md,
Hibbard, Mrs. G. Be
Brooklandville,Md.
Hunt, Mrs. Vim. L.
709 14th Ste, S.E.
Wa.shington 3y DeCoe

-, o

-Jones, Dr. Kenneth Be

Church Creck, Nd.
K-
‘Koer, FPrederick Il
Darlington, Md.
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Krontz, Miss Geneva L.
Big Pool, Md.

“ljw

Lalotte, ¥. Glbbs

9 Southfield Pl.(12)
Lane, Jock

4725 Koswick Rd.(10
Lee, Mrs. G, O'Donnel

Mill Parm :

Brooklandville, Md.
Lee. Miss Emma .

10 Bishops Road (18)

M

Mattoossian, Mrs. FeTe

8715 Burdette Rd.
Bothesda 14, Md,
York & Walker Rds.
McVicar, Mrs. Ge Js
504 Wilton Rd.(4)

‘MeWilliams, Mrs. Jas.

‘0akhill Rd.(18)
Merz, Millard Jr.
Woodholue Ave.{38)

Mills, Mrs., W. Pearre

6303 (reensprg.Ave.
Miner, Mrs. Leo D.

T U19%21 Kalorame K.

Washington .10, DeCoe
Moore, Mrs. Harvey
Riverton, N.J.
wNe- R
NQI‘th, Mrs. M. S
¢ibson Island,
‘P- - -
PaSChall, HMrseHeMed T
Piney Neck
Rock Hall, Md,

id .

. Paul, Mrs, DY'Arcy

16 Blythewood Road
Paulson, lMrs, Arthur
Charlestown, Md.

Porter, John Je
1199 The Terrace
Hagerstown, Md.
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Robey, Walton
240 Mass. Ave .,
cumberland, Md.
fubach, Mris. Carl’
4625 Kernw'@d Ave.
e -
SGbOld, Mre. Ja ‘Fo
Riderwood 4, Md,
snields, George B.
514 Munsoy Bld.(2)
Sipe, Mrs. RO‘GQ
3007 DuBoise Ave.
smith, Miss Ann B,
¢5 Green 3treect
pakland, Md.
amith, Miss Jean

Rockridge & Valla-

nova Roads (8]
smith, Rodgers Tull

101 Eo Church 35t.

Fredericlk, Md.

-

stauffer, Miss Mayrtha

Stauffer, Mra, Suc G,

208 We Irvin Ave.s
- Hageratown, Md.
Steuvart, Miass tlary B.
505 Hawthorne Load
Stillay, Mrs, Cwon Q.-
Martha'a Acres
Betheada 14, Md,.
Stubbs, Norman E,
716 Reservolr 8t(17)
awann, Albert T, Jr.
2021 Sinclair La(l3)
-
Taylor, Mras. Myra C.
. 75 Broadway
-~ Frosthurg, Md.-
Taylor, Paul E.
* Mount Airy, Hd.

* Thomas, Miss Loulse V,

4223 Park Hts. Ave.

‘price, Mrs. M. Alice

3244 Abell Av.(18)

One of our many members now departed for

year's Census Chairman,
sity of Wisconsin doing graduate ‘wor
studies he told us about at one meetinge.
cent departure for Pelee Island in Lake
later) he writes that he has- just been
lien Bird Club at Madison.
in spring migration theve in Wisconsin,
meeting that he hed seen a prairle war
himself under cross-examination from s
there are not the omnipregent fo

On May 5,

Lake in Druid Hill Park, Baltimorc.

of swallows, flying closc to the wat
and very occasionally a small
The swallows included martins,

ks) and cliff swallows.
ds I have over see€l.
area on scveral mornings and af -
t the close range of 15 feot,
the gorgeoous orange markings of-

swerves,
the park sidoe.

ones (rough-wings or ban
vere among the most beauyiful bir
group of 15 in their osmell circling
As T could look down on them a
and as the sun was shining on them,
the slowly flying birds wag an unforgettable sight -
A vory cold spell, freezing 1in
undoubtedly drove the migrating birds to
warm bright sunshine gave thon rcloase,

fernoons.

swallows,

Allen 3tokes,

Allen was

SWALLOWS AT DRUID LAKE

6, 7 and 8 an unusual occurrence was

The lake

circle

day I saw the last .of the hundrods departe
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o
Vaughn, E. &,
514 Munsey Bld.(2)
o
Weller, Lee Clay
" 'Route &, Box 239
Cumberland, Md.
Williams, Miss Edith
1602 N. Rhodds 3. -
Arlington, Ve.
Willison, Miag Mildred
747 Yayette St.
Cumberland, Md.
Wright, Arthur
81 Bowyer Rd.USNA
Annapolis, Md.
Wright, Pickett
81 Bowyer Rd,USNA
Aunapollis, Hde
~CLUB-
Fourth Grade Club
Potomac Elem. School
Potomac, Md.

remote places 1ls last

who spent a year at the Unlver-
k and continuing the goldfinch

A short time before hls re-
Erie {moro on that location
elected secretary of the Kum-
impressed with the differences
He remarked casually at a
pvler that morning, ouiy vo find
keptics, as prairie warblers

Maryland .

seen on Druiad
was alive with hundreds

er with occasional little upward

over to the trees on

barn swallows, brown
The c¢liff gwallows

I watched a

my first cliff

somo parts of the state,

QOVEY,
and at5 o'clock on the fifth

On Saturday, the

Poarl Heaps
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LLLEGANY COUNTY BRANCH WORMALLY ORGANIZID

During the summer and early fall the enthusiasm of the Allegany
gembers eome into full frult in the formal organization of the Alle-
gany County Bird Glub, branch of the state soolety, The handful of
intereated birders of last winter has grown into a large and splen-
did organization with a number of resourceful leaders and a group
spirit that speeks strongly for the permanence of Western Maryland
pird activity. '

Te lively delegation on the Garreftit County trip in June began
making plans on the way back homo, neming Mrs. Miller as chalrman--
a happy and almost obvious choice, Summertime planning culminated
in & board meeting September 3, followed by a formal meeting on Mar-
tin Mountain September 10, when the following officers were chosen:

Chalyrmsh =+ & ¢ s s 5 = Mra. Halen Millel’
SECTretarys-o ¢ o o 4 o Miss Mildred Willisen
Junior Chairman. « o + o Miss Nan Livingstone -
High School Chairman . « Mrs. ¥. M, Andrews
Memberaship Chailrmane Mrs., Myra Taylor
Feeding stations + » » o Mr. Kendrick Hodgdon

o ©® ® 2 & ¥

The events that followed are a story for later issues of Mary-
land Birdlife, dbut since this issue iIs late in publication, we can
jump ahead a little to say that no one at the Baltimore end of elub
activity was prepared for what happened next. We visioned perhaps
a gcore of Allegany members, Within a month, the treasurer was com-
plaining that he had no time for anything but rccording Allegany
memberships, addressograph plate orders were going in ecvery few
days, und Membershlp Chairman Myrs Tayler must have had 1ittle time
to look at birds. By the end of MNovember there were 160 Allegany
meuberships, spread across the county in thls manner:

Junior )

Adults Jrs, Groups Total

Cumberland. o » 19 47 25 91
Westernport o . 9 6 18
Cresaptowne o o 7 6 13
EBllerslic « o« o 1 10 1 12
Frostburg « « o 6 "6
0lAtown o o o o 2 2 2 6
Lonaconings o 2 2 4
Spring G&Pe s 2 2 4
Bokhart « o o o e 1 3
Bartone o« s ¢ o 2 2
'La Vale e @« ¢ & l 1
Midland o o o o 1 1
Hount 3avages e % i

Narrows FParke. .

Totals « v o o 49 68 3 180

f
G
-2

'



Sept.~06t, 1047

CAMPFIRE: The blg event of the spring in Junior birding was
that mammoth campfire in Constitution Park, Cumberland, on June 5.
on that record breaking occasion, 125 children and 45 adults told
pird storles and tried bird quiz programs on each other, and had a
vonderful time dodng it,  Cumberland will cortainly have one of these
affairs every year, and maybe it will spread to Baltimors and other
perts of the state by mext spring.

QUIZ QUESTIONS IMalX A HIT

One of the hlg foatures of the campfire wag the bird quiz.
some of the questions reported in the "BIRD NEWSY of West 3Jide
School's Fourth Grade Club are repeated below. These are from ques-
tions mede up by Marjorie Hutchison, Hugh Steele, Kent Fuller, Jerry
Hart, !Msivy Lou Remer, Billy Scott, James Duffy, Virginia Reed and
Richard Johnsone - : ~ \

1. What bird gets its neme from the shape of its nest?

2, What bird flies over meadows and woars an upside-
.dawn coat?

3+ What bird is the symbol of happiness?

4, What bird has as the beginning of its name, the
enemy of all birds? ‘

. What bird likes to build its nest on fence posts?

6., What bird lives in an spartment house?

7. What -bird makes its nest with a salive like glue?

8, What bird has a large head and eyes and doesn't

_ appear to have a neck?

9, What bird got its name hecause it made the Pilgrims
think of home?

10, What do we do every ¢fay at dianer that reminds us
of a bird's neme?

Answers, in case you need helps 1- Ovenbird; 2- bobolink; 5= blue~
bird; 4~ catbird; 5- bluebird; 6« purple martinj 7- chimney swift;
8« owl; 9+ robin; 10~ swallow, ' :

DOUBLE FAMILY OF ROBINS? Here 1is what sounds like a tall story,
but 15 vouched Tor by & Coiumbia Street School lad at the Conssitu-
tion Park campfire. It secems a robin built a nest on ong end of a
girder, laid eggs, and came back to find the girder moved to & new
vosition, She proceeded to build another nest on the other end of
the girder and lay the rest of the eggs. The male robbin mcanwhile
took over the first nest end sat on it himself. Both broods hatched
and both parents were kept busy feeding the young. '

- B8 =~
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~ THE ORDER OF PAN, Yave woe any members of the Ordor of Pan a
our Junlors? Or {Or that matter, among théhdhlts?‘7In‘casegyou‘peng‘
don't know, the Order of Pan consists of all who have induced a wild
vird to feed”from their hands., At the Conghtitution Park campfire a
girl from the Coyriganvillo~80hool brouwght along a chipping sparrow
she had adopted:-foy &-pot . after finding him injured,  That wouldn't
be 8 wild bird feoding from her hand, perhaps, but it i3 a good be=
ginning. Let-us know if you ‘have any luck, - Chickadees arec good
ones to work on during the winter months, .

"THE BLACK AND WHITE WARBLER

A group of bird walkers from the Audubon Junior Club, fifth
grade, Mount Royal School, met -at my house for a bird walk Saturday,
fay 24 at 7230 AMe ‘There were six of us altogether. '

e were watchlng & cardinal which was hard 4o .sec, when all of
a sudden I saw & black and white warbler (at the time we didn't know
ita vama} dart "In front of me, and stop on a trec trunk. It started
ereeping around the trunk and disappeared. I t0ld:-thé others about
it.and two of the boys ran to the troe. o

" “Before 1 could get: there thoy had found 2 hole. in the tree right
close to-the -ground. . It was a bird's nest and had tunnels and tunw~-
nels filled with a soft lining of foathers and grass, - '

We wondered what kind of & bird it wass Whoen I went home I
looked again in the bird guide and found it wes a black and-white
varbler, sometimes called a black and white crceper, : .

' ‘ ' ' Magon Sisk (Age 1ll1)

THE BARN 3UALLOY

-Oh, bharn swallow, how you fly =~
" Over the ereek ' ‘

And; through the blue sky,
‘Catching insecta with your beake

Skimming low, skimming high,
© “In-the.bapyn, out of the barn,
Plying high - but, my! -
¥ou chatter like you're telling a yarn.

- Allghting on a telephone wire
To take a rest

Because at last you must tire,

‘With your little red chest.

" Arthur Wright, Annapolis (Age 12)

YORE CLURS COMING: This issue of Maryland Birdlife is late go-
ing out and wé're not supposcd to report things that happened after
September lst until next timc., But we want to tell you in advance
that there are now 43 Junlior Clubs holding group memborships in the
Ornithological Society, getting Maryland Birdlife and 1earqing what
fun it is to find out about birds. There will be lots of junlors
to hear from on this page in coming months. :

- 69 -




