MARYLAND BIRDLIFE

Bulletie of the Maryland Oruithological Society
2101 301&?]2 ‘ Sbjeet, Baltimore 17, J’!ary[ana

\E
g

im Vol. III | May - June, 1947 No. 3 l




'MARYLAND BIRDLIFE
Yol TII MeygyeJune 1949 No. 3

- AIRIP POR SPRING MIGRANTS.

On April 19, Bruece Overington, Bob Stewart, Bill Prultt and the
witer made & trip to Western Branch, a tributary of the Patuxent
River to check new spring arrivals, We spent an entire day in the
river bottom country about 10 miles northwest of Upper Marlboro, and
left the woods at dusk with & llst of 71 river botiom birds.

The day was one of those above~average birding days; it was
varm and sumny all day, bubt not too hot, Many of the spring wild
flowers were at the helght of blooming end the woods was full of ell
sorts of lovely bird songs. - ' ' :

As we walked through the bottom, in places the forest floor was
covered with Virginla Bluebell as fay as the eye could see, and here
and there along our path were little patches of Durcshmen's Breeches,
kdder's Tongue, Sexifrage, Bloodroot ?aoming in late), toothwort and
various kinds of violets, Also in bloom was the Redbud, or Judas
Tre¢s The leaves of many of the trees were beginning to comse out,
aspecially the Tulip Poplar, which along with the River Birch was
probably the predominant tree of the river vottom country.

The flrst new migrant noted was the prairie warbler, singing
from a scrubby thicket along the border of the flood plain., Scon
afterwards as we proceeded through the bettomlend, we recorded nine
other warblers, 'The prothonotary, yellow-throated, pine, black and
white. parula, -vadstart, Loulsiana waterthrush, ovenbiré and (nor-
thern) yellow-throat, Other %firsts™ for us were the white-eyed
vireo, American bittern and vesper sparrow, Probably the most come
mon spring arrival, and one that had been coming in for two weeks or
more, was the blucegray gnatcatcher. This species was closely fol-
lcimed in abundance by the redstart, rusty blackbird and cedar waxe
Winge.

Adding to the pleasure of any trip of this sort at this time of
the year are the nesting birds, Many birds were bullding nests, es=-
pecially the woodpockers, and several species were already incubate
ings All of the woodpeckers {downy, hairy, red-beliied, red-headed)
except the flioker (and they probably were, too) were seen chiseling
out their nesting cavities, and a pair of pileateds were already
busy inoubating their eges. Their nest was placed in a dead red
meple stub some forty feet from the ground. We knew as soon as we
spotted the nest hole that it was a plleated's beoause of the tri-
angular-shaped orifice, and we also knew 1t was in use when a plece
of down or small feather was noticed at tho nest entrance. As weo
%t some thirty yaords distant from the nest tree, in plain sight of

the birds, we saw the big woodpeckcrs exchangse incubating duties
nd perform some of their coubtship antlcs.
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Further up the stream from the ‘plleated nest site and about sixe
ty feet up in a yiver bireh, a great blus heron was flushed from its:
nest and eggse It ;mmediatgly circled around end ceme back to its
neste This specieg had had eggs for several weeks by this time,

Three red-shouldered hawks wero flushed from thelr nests and &
phoebe was sesn bullding under -one of the bridges that we crossed.
Wihen we drove up into the higher land at noon, we ceme across a pelir
of migrant shrikes, one of the less common breeding birds in Marye
lund, getting ready to .nest, , ,

Other migrants noted on the trip were as .follows: Broad-winged
havk, purple grackle, cowbird, Hoenslow's and savannah gparyows, chim-
ney swift, bern swallow, purple finch, red-wing, mourning dove, king-
fisher, brown thrasher, killdeer and »obin,

Permanent and winter residents, not wmentioned above, were the
ruby and goldenworowned kinglets, brown oreeper, bobswhite, moadow
lark, black and turkey vuitures, sparrow, rea-tailsd and Cooper's
hawks; myrtle warbler, wood duck, barred owl, winter -and Carolina
wreng, chipping, field and white~throated sparrows, slate-colored
junco, towheo, mockingbird, cordinal, whiteebreasted nuthatch, her-
mit thrush, Carolina chickadee, tufted titmouse, blue jay and bluew

bird,
- Brooke #eanley
BREEDING CENSUS UNDER WAY

As a result of a number of trips by individusls and small groups
over our Breeding Bird Census area at Lake Rolandy nesting pailrs are
being added to the record regularly, The tagk will extend into July
- for goldfinches even thyrough August « and all members are invited
o take parte Mops are mvailable at the Socisty offiss, or from Miss
Burner, Mrs. Koestner, Miss Cooley or Mr, Crowder, . «

We understand that the Sunday  sun rotogravure magazine wishes to
take photographs of the projest on June 14, and the censusers are to
be on hand %o point out nestse The regular field trip on Sunday,

Jxﬁ?e 15, will permit everyone to see what 1s-being done-on the area
this year, . I g =

To permit orderly specialization, census leaders have been dese
ignated for each of the five subdivisionz of the territory, followe
ing the breakdown shown on the map in the last ‘issue of Maryland -
Birdlifes These seotion leadors will be glad to compare records with
those made by any additional observers who are able to cover the area
from time to time.,

Sectlon 1  Joe Gentilo, Cherles Buchanan .Section 3 Florence Burner
Section 2  Rockwell Smith | "7 Seotion 4 Mrek Mrs.Ssracki
Y © . Section 5 -Alico Kaestner

Mrs., Kaestner and Miss Burney are co-ordinating trips to the

‘Grea to compile the final report.
» and Miss coo;l.e:y ia p?!apning p 0. W. Crowder
- 22 -
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BIRD MWEMORTIES ..

by Newell Viaruer, VCDBM

(On the recent élub broadeast over WCBM, Mr. Waimer added s
rapid=fire list of bird incidents of his own expsrience.
We asked for more, and here they are.)

w W e e ® s e 8

+«» The battered ukulele nailed to our
back porch post because nobody could
get music out of it., A wren built in
it, and paid rent with its singing.

\&_\\) -wes The covey of quall flushed from our garden

S84 one Uctover. Four, misbaking & newly peinted
' house for & skyline, flev against the house and
N2> >0 wore killed. PROBLEM: This was before hunting

' ‘ season. Vias it a vio- lation to eat

these birds next 1) day ... or bad
ethics ... or coms ﬁﬁ“ﬂ mon sense?

oo The dualepurpose mailbox
at the roadside, serving the
‘birds undisturbed for the
nesting season, ‘

... The wrens! revenge ... Blusbirds
stole their nest and rolled their
- eggs out, The wrens waited until the-
. bluebirds had ezgs, and returned the
.compliment during the bluehirds' abe
sencs, Tho wrens retained possession.

«ve Stray cats in breecding sca-
son waylaying nesting quail and ==
so depopulating the species ... -~
and a nesting bird simulating
injury, fluttering away to pro-

tect the nest., I have followed -(::’
them often just to give them tho
satisfaction of foo Mo« - 23 -
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BIRD MEMORIES « Continued

.»s The fledgling, able to take care of
itself, but dogging mother for mors food
as they hop over the grags and into the
weeds, I there s definite weaping time
for birds, or do thoy, like so many hue
mans, pass the buck as long as possible?

- see Walks through the woods with my
super-intelligont. chow-spitz, who tip~
toed whon I did, without signal, tailed
instinctively, and spotted grubbing cove
ies hofore I could hear the rustling
leaves... And October ducks suspicious

of any strange sound and its source.
Crecp &8 you will, they shy away long

_ before you sre in camera range ... but
they tolerate your boat in almost neigh-
borly fashion = until the first November

-

ees Sunrise symphony ... all birds
singing thoir own melodies without
discord, cach theme casily followed
by the listencr, If that many pco-
ple sang different tunos simuiisne-~ - A
ously, the law would step in. (This . M\‘“
was 5 AM, oxtra componsatiqn for me hayr 7 S
when I was working the morning shift
at WCBM ,., and you might add meny a
glorious sunrisc.) ‘

*-QO“’--ﬂ“@.--ﬂ-.‘ﬁﬂﬂb-n-
3 . i - N

SUGGESTIONS VANTED -

This is tho time of advance planning for poxt year's club program. Where
would you like field trips to go next season? What topics, and what special
speakers, should be included in the meeting programs? Should thero be an annual
dimer meoting and, if so, when? Do you think an B-session seminar or study
course in ornithology noxt winter would be helpful? The reply card attached to
the June meeting notice will give you space for brief somments on these subjects,
but it is hoped that you will find time to write a longer lettor sbout club ace
tivitics and tho coming ycarts program, Addross it to the chairman of the com-
mittee concerned, or to Orville W, Crowder, Chasc, Maryland.



Vol 115, Noe B " WARVLAND BIRDLIFE Moy-June 1947

"STATE BIRDS

At the 1947 session of the Stote Leglslature the Baltimore Oriole
vecame officially the. state bird of Maryland, However, this bird
with its orange-andeblack of the Lord Baltimove coat of arms had long
veon the unofficial. state dblxd,. =~ - B a

By on act of the Legislature epproved March 30, 1882, the Balti~
more oriole {roterus galbula) scquired & specially privileged statuse
section 16 of the Act reads: "“No person in the State of Maryland
shall shoot, or in any manncr cateh, kill or have in possession, any
kind of the speeies Xnown as Baltimore Oriole Icterus, or molest or
dostroy the eggs or nests of said bird in ‘the said state“, Seotion
17 imposes as o penalty for each offense, o fine of $10 to §20, or in
case of default, a2 jail sentence of 10'to 60 dayse It 1s interesting
to note that this was long before the goneral protection of song

birds by law, ¢ 1

Dre Shankle, writing in 1854 {#}, -psinted out that Marvlanders
then sconsidored the oriole their bird, and that the Leglslature s0
considered it in 1882 when it passed the special protective law. An
autoncmous accephance by a people, over a long period of years, of a
symbol. such as a bird or flower, is cortainly a more forceful and en-
during adoption than a law passed by 4 legislature, In fact, a law
about such matters is of no effect until the people, generations of
peopic, aacepy the law and take iis substance to their hearts. - The
carlier states seem to have thought it unnecessary, or futile, for
legislatures to pass laws adopting birds and flowers. -

Just as Mr., Franklin found grounds to dialike the eagle, Dr,
Shankle mentions habits that do the oriole no credite The oriole
eats grapes, cherries and peas! But he likes, also, caterpillars,
canker worms =nd vthsrimnsecbse - 80 tho-gardener gets an asven brealk,s

Dr. Shankle's book, & good one, reposes on on open shelf noar
the desk in the Posbody reading room. °'Its number is 973 S 528, -

Maryland appears to have clear and exciusive ¢laim to the oriole
as it has noct been selected, or mentioned as a candidate for official
honors, in any other state. A wery interesting and colorful wall
chart published by Woman's Day, the 4 & P Magazine, carries a fine
article on state birds by Donald Culross Poattie, with sp}endid ile
lustrations by Fritz Kredel. The new Maryland Ornithological Scclety
service deportment will supply 16x22 reproductions of this chart for
10/, The state birds shown are based on jnformation supplied by the |
National Audubon Socicty as of November, 1946e - After moking the cor-

(%) Shankle, George Barle, Stote Names, Flags, Songs, Birds,
F‘l(’)wers, gnd othe;“gymbols. ;Ne& Yorks He He 'Wilson Coe, 19345 -

- 25 » -



Tl TIL 12 B R LANY BTROLY——Yy=Yans Yo

roction for the recent aotion of the Maryland Loglslature, the »os=-
tor of state birds “"'PPG"-Z‘S“Q?«:fOllaws: Py ' 8 . t r; fthe rosw

0 Aas FPllcker 0 Mont, - Western Msadowlavk
0 Ariz.. Cnotug Wren 0 Nobr, . Western Meadowlark
0 Ark, Mockingbird U - Nov, . . Mountain Bluebird
0 Calif, .ColiforniaQuanil V N.H. Purple Finch
0 Colo. Lark Bynting O Nede Goldfinch
0 Conne Robin U Ne Mexe Rozdrunney
0. Del, . Blue Hen Chicken (1) V. N.¥.  Bluebird _
DeCe . Wood Thrush = 0 N,Car,.  Cardinal (3)
0 Pla, . Moclingblrd 4 U N.Dake Western Meadowlark
G Ga, Brown Thrasher 0 Ohio Cardinal =~
¢ Idoho Mountain Bluobipd U Okla, . Bobewhite
0 Ill, Ceardinal @  Orog.. Western Meadowlark .
0 Ind, Cardinel 0 Penna, Ruffed Grouse .
0 JYowa  Goldfinch U Rsls Bobewhite ‘
0 Kansas Western Mecadowlark - O S.Car. Mockingbird (4)
0 Xye. - Cardinal | ‘0  S.Dak. Ringnecker Pheasant (5}
8 Ia. ‘Brown ‘Peliasen” 0 Tenn. Moslinghird _
0 Moine - Blackecapped Chickadee 0 Texis =~ Mockingbird
0 Md, Baltimore Oriovle "V Utah California Gull
0 Masse. Black-capped Chick.{2) V Vermont Hermit Thrush
0 Mich, Robin ~ =~ U Ve,  “Hobin
U Minn. . Goldfinch -V Wash, . Goldfinch
0 Misse , Mockingbird - U WeVn, Tufted Titmouse
Vv Mo,  Bluebird. 'V "Wise. - Robin =
- "0 Wyo.  Western Meadowlerk
0 - Officinl -V = By popular vote
U - Unofficial -G = By Governor's proclamation

{1) Delaware: formerly Cardinal, unofficial,

{2) Masonohusatta: formerly Veery. unofficial, .

(3} North Carolinas: formerly Carolina Chickadee,

-~ unoffieinl - - = ;

(4) south Carolina: formerly Carolina Wren, unofficial
(5) south Dakotas formerly Western Meadowlark, unofficial

, Adeie.ers. iesliq>m.) Gay

R EEREEE R

"You ask in the Bulletin who will remedy the lack of bird counts
west of Montgomery County, . I think that you csi count on one from
Woshington County next year®, --- © 7 Bill Green, Hagerstown

S ¥ s ¥ ¥ ¥ #

GRACES QUARTER CENSUS: ' 4 second breeding census area at Graces
Quarteér was recently iald out by Chan Robbins, Eleanor Cooley, ‘
Orville Crowder and Bill McHoul, and censusing begune The area is
loss accessible than the club's Lake Roland project, but has the ade -
ventage of being all ‘one hobitat - 30 acres of beautiful olimax
coastal foreste . - o - S

L es -
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Our last veport had reviewed a mild winter and the oublook at
the ond of the:-period seemed to indicate ancther early spring. On
Febe 19. however, there whs a sudden drop in tempereture and the nexp
day & snow of niné inohes (at Baltimore) suddenly ‘descended. ¥From
that date until Marth 12 dally mean temperatures wsre below normal,
and debpite somé rain in March therd was atill a gobd bit of snow on
the grount-at Lodh Reven on Merch 8§ The rest of the péried brought
the usual fludtudting spring weatherl ‘"here were a few ddys of unuse
val warmth in eadrly "April but, on the whole, spring was @& 1little
vackward as judgéd by the writer'!s records of “the past g‘w‘anty yoarsd,
Daily mean temperatures at Baitvilmorsé show ‘an-agcuniilaisd dafialency
of 61 degrees in the periocd under véview, ‘

Thére has been a small and gratifying increade in the number of
observers reporting to this department but we still do tiot have suf -
fioiently distribubed records to indicate the real effett of seasonal
variations. Yor example, our eavliést ddtes for land migrants do not
geem to be repredentative, Thus; we have: purple grasliile, Manch 14
at Guilford (Baltimore); Savannah sparrow, March 16 &t Oarrell Island:
(Crowder); phoshe, March 27 at Chese (Crowder); yellow palw warbler,
April 7 at Lake Roland {Miss Cooley); brown thragher, April 11 et ‘
govand (Kolb); house wween, April 12 at Beltsville (Miss Cooley); bluew
ghay gnatbateher, April 12 at Halethorpe (Bowen); and tiee swallow,
April 13 At Halethorpe (Bowen)) The pine siskins which werst the
chief feapure of thé winter were Lest reporicd e&%a#:h}.ﬁ at firaces
Quarters {Orowder) “Last date for tree dparrows was Mailgh B3 at
Halethorps {Bower). ‘Strangely} only, ond nesting report damd in: a
fr?{gstaueg ghawk -op a-newly vuilt nest ngay ‘Pikesvilie o Maprek 29

8¢ Kuch)s . - ‘ ‘

Weterfowl aldng the upper Bay were whder fhequsht dbsefvation
during Majche Of ésapecial interdégt \yer?;lsoc whidtling dwan obe
served Mabbh 1 anid 30 on the Ounpdw e{ (Growder); 3650 dhiivdbback .
of the Susquehanhs Flats on Marohilp {crowder); 10,000 Bufflbheads
nesr Milidrs Isltnd on March 18; Uthe lapgest conséntrdtiod I have
gvef T;eeﬁ' §Tyrﬁéll) 3 and 2000 rudéy dudks a4t Carrdll-lsldndl on 4pril
3 (Tyrréll :

Miscellaneous observations of interest: Pirst osprey at Chase,
Marsh 29 {Crowder) and first solitary sandpipers at Halethorpe April
12 (Bowen)s Migrating floclkts of robins warbling seftly in the snow
were seen at Looh Raven on March 1 but the first one was not observed
in the suburbs at Govans until March 17 (Kolb), Evening grosbeaks
were reported at Halethorpe on April 5 and 13 (Bowen), Details of
this occurrence will be published later.  The great horned owl was
heard several times in the period near Halethorpe (ﬁsmen).ﬂamm £olb

- 37 -
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This department: of Maryland Birdlife will corry news of Teoding
statlon visitors, suggestions for attraocting birds, and reports on
the effectiveness of various foods, ' Your:-eontributions are welcome,
If you maintain a feeder, jot down a few notes on-a postal vard and
mall to Mrs, Alice Kosstner, 612 B, 34th Street, ‘Baltimore 18: op
telephone hoy at Chesapeake 8485, Mrse Kaestney has token on the
duties of Program Chairman, but will continue to collect feeding staw
tion reports until a new chailmman is appointeds Nt this season of
the year, it is interesting to note which spoecies oontinue to use our
feeders and which desert them for natural sources of foods We should
like to have reports, also, on the extent to which the maintenance of
feeding stations in the spring sooms Vo avtrast spssles 4o nost in

the vicinitye - ’

The following feeding stations have been sending in regular ree-
ports during the past wintey, glving us o nice stort toward an even
geographic coverage of the area. More than 30 species of bixds were-
reported at these feeders in January and Februavy, oo

Biokeyville ‘Mrs, M. L, Deon - 2552 Plokwick Road

Catonsville Mrse Ae Po. Rusk r Woodlawn Avenue
¥ount Washington  Miss Annc Gephart 8104 Maywoad Avenue
Raspeburg - Miss Elizabeth Shantz: 108 McCormick Avenus
Lake Roland - Mrs, Leslie W, Gay: Hollins Avenue
Bolton Strest - ~Mrse Co Es Leber .~ ‘3712 Bolton Street -
Homeland - Mrse Frank Vs (ogging: S23 Broxion Rosd
Pikesville Mrse H, Fo Kuch, Jre =~ ‘816 Olmstead Road
Charles St. Avenue - Mrs. Kenneth Ekin = ‘Boyce Avenus

Noar Hyattsville - Mre Lo MeCormick=-Goodhart: - “Langley Park®

On January 1, Mrs. Kenneth Ekin decided to expand her feeding
operations somewhat, and with something of a shock mede & few dise
coveries about bird appetites, By March, 50 pounds of bird seed had
gone down small throats, besides quantities of suet and bread SOrapse
During the "big snow®, consumption reached a top of five pounds:a-

day..
v ~ Allce Kaegtner

RARE FEEDING STATION CALLER AT LANGLEY PA4RK

a% Langley we feed the birds on two balustrades; '‘one is opposite
the office \;Gvingow about 5 feet above the ground, the other edges my
wife's bedroom poreh at the western end of the house and is about 25
feet above the ground, A few feet away there 1is a substantial white
ook, which acts as a convenient jumping=off-place toward the baluse

6%3
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trade, My wife and Wthverr’fis in the ébom thusg ‘eft “splendid views
of the birds, since a'Frenclgiwindow giving onto %he pgi-ob"‘i,s only ¥

feet from:the balustrades

On Fridaoy, March 2l st 123C P.M. I happened to be talking to
wife and Wﬂt@hing tho birds “,.'J the,wrunther geins 300l and '_galg:i. 4
when greatly to my. surprisel saw o bird ontiroly mnow to me, . Thoe
bird was nervous and more or less disturbed one or two feoding juncos,
It stoyed in.full view.about a minute, It made a motion of pecking.
at the seed on the balustrade bubt I am not sure thot it fed. The
bi=»l weg none. othey than.a mele PINE GROSBEAK with that beautiful,
¢rimson on its head and an even brighter red on the-sildes of its
mrpe  Baton's YBirds-of Wew York" was in the room.and the plate ime
mediately confirmed our guess as to:dts idontify,.

Leander lcCormlck«~Goodhars.

6 FEEDING STATION EPISODE .

On January. 22, while vhotographing purple finches and goldinches
on the feeding shelf oubslide: our dining room window in. Takomn Park, |
I noticed one of -our mockingbirds come in for suct, which they ale
weys eat, ignoring the ralsins put our especially for them, Prompl-
ly 21l the other birds left. 64Ls I was gebting set to photograph the
mwockingbird, thereswas a great commotion with considersble flying of
seed, as the bird scurried irom the far sdge of the-feeder and flat.
tened itself as much-as it could against the window frame, Looklng
up to see what had happened, I got a fleeting glance ot a hawk e~
either o shorpeshinned or a Coopor's ~-~ possing between our house
and the neighbors!y about 12 or 15 fect from the ground.

The mockingbird was a very frightened bird, and stayed crouched
and flattened agrinst the.windew frams- for fully five minutes,. long
enough for me t6- take my camera off the tripod, climb.up on a chalr
not morve than o few inches from the window, and btake several photos
of it, Even the noisy shutter of my old Graflex did not frighien it
awny. Only when in my haste I accidentally bumped the window abave

1t did the bird leaves-:

Just two woeks later, on February 5, when walking down the
street not rore than half a block from our house, I saw a sharp=
shinned flying leisurely along from 10 to 12 feet off the gmw}dp
When 1t got to the opening between our house and the neighbors’, 1t
turned and went between them = no doubt a regular course, for we
have quite a number of birds around.: One morning I counted 12 spe-
cles at this window feeder, with as many as 9 birds of three:sp agies
at ong time. '

I suppose it is not zi_n infrequent thing for sharp-shinneds to
be seen in town hround feeding stations, but our section is well
built up, with very few vacant lots, ond this is the first time I

have even seen one hercs - W. Bryant Tyrrell
4
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vith Tho Washlngtor ClUD undex the loadorship of Dr. ‘Barnes brought
ous 50 observeyxs ‘for a gala duck day. > Postponed from its ‘scheduled
date two weeks earliex because of tightly frozen creeks, the new daie
canght the peak of the noprthward waterfowl migrations-. -~ <

- The morning session covered - (races Quarter, wlth meny land birds
but nong interestling enocugh to take attention from the water panorama,
At one point “the ‘view from the duck blinds-overlooking Dundee Creek
enconjasged 265,000 ducks, ‘with redheads and -baldpates: chalkling up
three~qnarters of the totals e ’

GRACES QUARTER AND CARROLL ISLAYD, Merch 16, = ' This:joint trip

Al5er luncheon at the Crowder cabin on Bird River and some wood~
cock sialking along the nature trail there, ths saravan moved to fa=
mous Cavroll Island, the first group bird trip there since the ware
tine closing of -the ares, - Close -studles of ringenecked ducks end an
exciting "vésiﬁ “40 an ‘active bald ‘eagle’s nest were the oclimax to-a
memnrahie days s v e U .

final counts showed & day's record of 63 gspecies and 30,000 ine
diviouets, Top nupbers in the waterfowl count were: 10,500 redheads,
7,900 baldpate; 64250 scaup (Both species); 2,300 ruddy ducik; €27 :
whistling swang 330 ‘ganvasback; 325 black duck, -Only 100 of the
large wintering flocks of Canada ‘geese remaineds “Among the land
birds were 7 bald eagles ‘apd S pine slskins, and ‘one ‘each of 'savennsh
and Henslow's ‘sparrowsy ' S

T Oo:We Crowder

GUNPOWDER ‘FALLS, Mareh 23, 0On Maroh 25, ilre & Wrss Hrberl ,
Strack and Willard Strack lod our bird walk 'to the hill country aboub
the Naturel Eistory Society's cabin, between Bel Alr Road and Gun=- -
powder Falls. ~The sixteen observers felt troubled as glesy began to
orackle against the windshields on the way out, but a good fire in the
great fireplace-of the cabin soon warmed us up, The’sleect disappeared
and & wintry sun shown hazily through light clouds. The steep, heave
ily wooded hills which led us down to the boulder-sirewn Gunpowder
were a delight to the eye and a challenge to unused muscles. A few
aldor catking were out and little green leaves were pushing up
through the moist leafmould, ~Hrs Strack found one hepatica hloasom,
unusually blue. Fifteen specles of ‘birds-were observed, cedar waxe
wings and ‘a sereech owl being espoclally noteworthy. SOng Sparrows
and a field sparrow were prectising thelpr motes in an undertone in
preparation for the spring symphonye ' ' . :

When we returned to the cabin, we found our hostess waiting with
piping hot soup, her own brewe A numbsr of last year's bird nests
\;vgge observed and identified, tge !;’10813 beautiful bveing those of an

_a red vireoe ‘
tgo bunting and of .2 Ted=oyeq WirdGe Dixie Orum Stollenwerck

T



ol T VARILATD BIRDLEE e
M,NQ; 5 e SR D Hay~juno Y947

- PATUXENT REFUQE, April 13, The third g |

A Uahi, . o] annual ‘trip to t© -
ent Hésooron Rofuge was pianned to sce the oarly ﬁprig'g ’ mlif}aﬁw%ut )
for the 38 merbers who participated the most interesting sight core
tainly was the bird trapping and banding ‘being capried ‘on thores.
x Ghandler S Robbing, ocur membor who ia engaged*in: the woyk of
this preserve, was- group leader, The morning half of the trip con=
sisted of & four-mile wolk through the woods and fields in ‘the aveas
por our examination Chan exhibited song, -swamp -and. white-throated
sparrows and “juncos ‘which he removed from the numerous traps in the
preserveés Using these birds as-subjects, he gave trip participants
an excollent lecture on the identification of sparrows, ‘Later we
were able to learn the -calls of sthe plleated woodpscker -and tho rode
shouldered hawk, ‘both ‘of ‘whieh called for us-clearly and from near
bfe Highlight of the afternoon ride to the lakes on the refuge was
the banding of a2 sparrvow-hawk and a female kingfisher which were -
caught in hawk traps ond ‘were closely examined by memberss L
~ The official count for the day was 88 specieses; « - = -

I ~ ) - We Bs Green

LAKE ROLAMND, aApril 27, The principal feature of “the day was
a groip coverage Of the brecding bird: census area- vetween Luke Ro-
1ond Dam and “the-Falls Roade -~Twenty~three people were present on
one of the most besutiful days for a bird walk, and rocorded 26 spo~
cies of birds within tho census arcas, .
Myrtle warblers, yollow warblors and “Morylond yellowethroata

were in abundance. The exéellent performance of a yellow palm
warbler was of inberest to all, permitting such close observation
yhat the featurés winich distingulsh -him from the yellow warbler -
ould be seen readily by everyonc. A bluewgray gnatoabcher. per-
ormed some of the antieg for-which he is noted.. Wood ducks, & red=:
tailed hawk and & Cooper's hawk flew over -the consus groundse

‘ Ai'ﬁer”a”‘pﬁmﬁ‘of*ﬁﬁ%*"‘“““4s%~~$3‘° ssviens nraea.. the groub =
1oft to visit the beautiful garden at the home of Dr,. and Mrse:Gayy: .
on Hollins Roade ~Here, six additional. species were observeds A
blue~headed vireo-was read {1y identified in spite of the fact that
he would not sing, and other addition to the 1ist were redstart,
house wren, mockingbird and catbirds .- Iynch-in«the -garden was an on=
joyable end to the. morning walke;: ~ sber. om0 o -
: T SR TS ST S SN PR AT Harold Passmore .

ENCN - . S lsealtu

NEW CHECK LIST: A new four-page Lefax size, cheok 1ist, with
room Tor recording numbers of cach species seen on five trips, has -
been publighed by the Audubon -Society of the District of Gglmnbia;d
It seems to combine the: good faeatures of all other check listsy 2
except for the regrettable omission of two common warblers, the 300
listed species fit our arsa better than any existing listse It hes
boen adopted for official yrecords of our field trips, and is recom-
mended for personal use by all observers. iU is availatle from the
Maryland Soclety's Service Departmont:at 2f o copy, 10 coples for
15¢, or $1,00 o hundrede ‘ o

e 3L =
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Bird olub .activities in the Jumberland avea have heon brisk
these days, spark-plugged by our energetic member from Marting NMoune
tain, Helen (Mrs, Gilbert) Miller, . Walks have beon schedulad for
cach week~ond in May and the ornithologlocal quiet which has prevailed
in Allogany County seems t0 havo been broken with enthusimsm, And
unlike the situation in Baltimore, Junior bird wark has been an. ime
portant part of the program from the start,

Discussion .of sueh things as organization and membership have
been deforred in favor of getting right to work looking at birds, bug
ulready many new. memburships have come. in.to testify to the serious=
ness of Western Marylaond .interoste < ' - ,

ln each issus of Marylond Birdlifs undsr the heading "Allegany
hetivities" we will group reports of events in the ares, together
with short field notess. It is hoped, too, that the Allegany area
wlll be represented often in -the -longer accounts of bird study re-.
sults carried among tho feature articles. ‘
: ) OtW¢Co

ALLEGANY - COUNTY - REPORT . POR

Friday night, April 19, approximately 75 men, women and children
met in the Board of Education Building, Cumbsrland, to meet Mre Ore
ville Crowder, Prosident of the Maryland Ornithological Societys
This meeting was arranged by Miss Mildred Willison, Elementary School
Supervisor, and Miss NWon Livingston, representative of the Conservas
tion of Naturai Resources Gouncil for -Bicmoqibary Teachere. Invitae
tions were gsent ¢to 2ll members of the Council, and the public was ine
viteds It was inspiring to note that. the room and seating facilities
were almost too small fér the number which attended, .

Miss Willison opened the meeting by explaining the purpose of
the gathering, which was to further interest in conservation and birfi
riudye  Jimmy Deetz, junior at Fort Hill High Sehool was then introw
duced, Jimmy and his friend Walton Roby bPegan bird gtudying in 19454
In 1946 they broke their daily. record of 61 species "in the 'kpouring
rain", They made the trip to Hawk Mountain in the fall of '45 and
again in ‘46, Jimmy explained how they carried out their bird study
all on their own. He concluded his talk with a ringing plea for cone-
servation of bird life by further legislation, with stress on preser=
vation of beneficial howks,

Mrs. Gilbers Miller was introduced, snd in turn presented Mre
Crowder to the group, This was a most noteworthy tall because it was
the first time a apeaker had come to hllegany County to present the
ldea of "bird watching'. Mr. Crowder gave & most intoresting and ine
formative talk,. inoluding hend books, reference books and resources

- 32 =
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g0 oid in further study, Ho also explained the orgenization ond wo

of the Maryland Ornithologlical Society. - He concluged with colored e
motion plotures from the National fudubon "Socistya: :

At 6:00 AsMe the next morning a group of 30 met for o bird walk,
after o brief Jaunt up Ocmdon Avenue soction of Haystack Mountain,
where cowbirds were:the chlef intorest, they went by car about 15
miles north to Lake ¥oon, in Pennsylvania, Here the first observae.
tion was for swallows =« rough=winged, barn, treeo and purple martin
-~ goen through Mre Crowder's telescopes Redwings were all around,
lumerous ducks were seon on the lakoe This brief exploratory trip
wound up on the side of a hill where a territorinl dispute of field
sparrows was wotohed with-intercste o ‘

Back to Cumberland and a hasty breakfast, and Mr., Crowder met
with 40 school children and & adults ot 10100 A.Me ot Mount Royel
schooles Thiszs walk was organized by Miss Livingstone; end the chile
dren represented 19 different schools, some from Cumborland and some
from parts of the county as far away as Westernport. & blue Jay's
nest in a ocedar ab the rear of Mrse Holzshu's home on Braddook Road
was vicwed by every child befare the trip deparved for Lake Gordons

At Koon Dam the group was divided into three units with Mr,
crovder, Jimmy Déetz and Walton Roby as leaders, Outstanding obserw
vations were scaup ducks, baldpates and a pled~billed grebe on the
loke, a Loulsiana water thrush through the telescops and bald eagles
soaring over-the dam, By this time it was hot, and 40 very tired and
thrilled children rode back to Cumberlande == ‘

oo B " {Mrs,) Helsn Be Miller

ALLEGANY SOHEDULE FOR MAY

Yay 3rd Aduly Welks: . Canal Towpath from Johnston Heights School
7300 aeMs = Loaderss ~ Jimmy Dectz, Walton Roby and Helen milior

Moy 10th  Children's Walks: Nine, at places to be chosen by leaders:
74130 AsMo Bekhart « 'Imogene Caudill, Lilliaza-ﬁami}.&mr

Midland - Gotherine Manley

Mt. Savage - Agathe Witte, L, Barncord
Oldtown -« iHelen Miller

Frostburg ~ Myra Taeylor, Ina Watson
Westernport ~ Beulah Beck

Cumberland {Haystock Mtn.) = Robin Andrews

Cumberland (Constite Park) = Nan Livingstone,Wslton Roby

Cumberland {Valley Road) -~ 'Mildred wWiilison, :
S ‘ Jimmy Deetz

Moy 17th  Children's Walks
7130 Kello Repeat provious schedule

Moy 24th  Adult Walk:s Haystock Mountaln
7300 AoMe ~ Same: leaders as May ord

- 35 -



WHAT DO YOU WANT TO READ TN

YMARYLAND BIRDLIFEY?

Theye are wide differences of opinion about what should go into
pird cludb ‘publications. - Some serious bird students feel that there
tg 1ittle excuse for publishing anything but reports of bird studles
that contribute in some measure to the science of ornithology, . Oth-
ers take their birding in a lighter veln-and- like .news of olub active
itles with & bit of a’soclal. toudhs. | |

A case in point ‘s the cover of last month's Maryland Birdlife.
14 depicted in sketoh form the birds. seen on:the olub's Kent Island
trip, sgainst an-outline map of “the island, We had immediate enthus=
iastie comnwents from the lighter-vein birders, But one of the purist
group told us that it was & waste of space. and should have been re-,
placed by e simple llst: giviug accurate quantlbies ol each speciss
geen on the tripe-- S ‘ . e : 3

'Recently we -have been trying torkeep one foot ‘on.sach gide of the
fence end inecliude both sericis ormithologisal’ cbaervatisns snd ghelsy
stories of the sport of birding.- “Sometimes the serious-gbservations
are few becauss ‘those who can write them fail to.do so, -The present
issus, for example, has less such contributions then we should  -likes -

: Haven Kolb, who:has donexa splendid job of editing Meryland Bird-
life in its early stages, is glving up the. responsibillty in order to
nave more time for other orailhological pursulls, although he will
contimue to ‘edit- Yrhe Season" page and serve:on-the ‘editorial board.

A small staff is being set up to divide the many ‘taska of publica-
tion, and ‘this is &-fine time {0 considsyr the contents of future is-
5Ue8e - .

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO'READ? Should half the Bulletin be studious
artioles and half 4 breezy report o Sociely Wolngsy Whas 4& you -
want move of,-end what less?

" Please tek® a. posial gayd and express yourself freely. -Send 1t
to me (Orville W. Crowder, Chdase, Md,)-or -to the Socliety addresse
And don't mind being a radical ~— there are already several &t both
extremess A . ‘

Q¢ We Crowdey

PETERSON AND GARROLL ISLAND: Following & March inspection trip

. over THE Waters of the Susquehanna Flats Refuge, Roger Tory Peteraon -
stopped over with us for a brief twilight visit to Carroll Island.

e praised the area in no uncertain termus, and promised us his par- -

ticipation in our next Christmas Census, and a goodly list of specles,
if we would assign him to the island, which is within tho census areéae.
It goes without Saying"that‘ilﬂaz‘Q;OSQQ.“thﬂ‘-dﬁﬂl then . and ,theree=0.Wele -

CYRRELL AND BAGLE NESTS: Mr. W. Bryant fyrrell, whose eagle pice
tures In & Teoont Saturday Bvening Post attracted much attention,
wants to know the losation of all eagle nests in this area, If you
know of any, drop him a line, -addresss: 246 Park Aveanue, Takoma
Park 12, Hd. o s
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THE ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY FRESENTS MR, HARWELL

If any parents accompanied their Seout sons and daughters to the
Bird Iocture at the Art Muscum the evening of April 26th from & sense
of duty, thelr rewapd exceeded all bounds, “After being introduced by
our president, Mr. Crowder, Mr. Harwell stepped buck to the piano and
struck a high Yb% with one finger. This was the prelude, and the Qubw
door s%mghonx had-beguns Me explained that this high note was the™
Tirst he whistled-as a very young child, His mother encouraged him
to listen to birds-and imitate tham.' He has been whistling bird
songs ever since until today he has ‘the unbelievable repertoire of
360 species memoyized and set down on the musical staffe

His first notes led off into the whistle of the song sparrow, so
faplliar in our  Baltimore. shrubbery. Other volces Ywhich begin where .
Iily Pons leaves off" followed in quick ‘'suséession. Ocpasionally he
turned to got his key from the pilanos.- Up and down the treble clef he
ran in amazing whlatles, chortles, trills from pitch so high that the
actes falrly zan-off tho top -of ‘the Keyvoard, down tTo the lowest bird
voi¢es, that of«the owls, One could hear the barn owls conversing.
He asks YWhot® and-she replies satisfagtorily 'an octave higher,"Whol"

Along with the-amazing musioc, the audience was being dnitiated:
into interesting and useful bird lore, The wood thrush, the robin
and the bluebird belong to the thrush family, and there are ‘twelve-
othor species inthis groupe™ Owis ‘and the beneficial species of
hawks are protected in only three states in the United Stdtes, with -
a proportion no better in Canada =~ gomething should be done about
this in Meryland! « 4And so, on and one , .

From time to time the spontaneous laughter and celapping of chile
dren and grownsups alike swelled the music of this onee-man orchestras
s ouS=man orchestra ih. was, DUt when My, Harwell sat at the pilano,
playing MeDowell's %70 .o Wild RoseY and some -of his own compositions,
it seemed that all the birds of the: forest were filling the auditore
fun with their songse TR S e T o ‘

The colored movies began,:snd. again the birds played the leadw
ing roles. From the wild life of the Everglades with its Seminole
Indiens, the audience followed the steps of the naturallst across .
the great fields of the Dakotas to the western parks - Yellowstone,
Glacier, up inte Canada. -And there he left us, high in the remote
cogngry off .a glaoier ~113'ﬁbe ‘gompanys not-of birds, but of curiouns

riendly Wi}digc’t.a..tls. s © Dixie Orum Stollenwerck

CLUB OFFICE: A small room which will become the permanent of-
fice Of the soolety has been turned over to us by the Naturel His-
tory Society, in appreciation of: the honorarium inocluded in the P
Ornithological Society budget. It is 100ated on the first floor o
2101 Bolton Street, and is being redecorated for ocoupancy in Junte

-35 -
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"+ REGIONAL PIELD < LIST FOR MARYLAND

A veluable new pocketwsized publication is "4 FPield List of Birds
of the District of Columbla Kegion', 40 pages. It is the combined
vork of John W. Aldrich, Irston Barnes, Roger Tory Peterson, Chandler
S. Robbins, Robert E. Stewart and Richard Tousey, and 1s published by
the Audubon Soclety of the Distriet of Coluwbia.’

It iz a list of all the birds known to ocour in Maryland, with
very convenient diagrams indicating the relative scarocity, the season
wnen they may bs gxpected, the daves of nesting, the type of hablioat
in which they may be-found and the sectlion of -the state where they
are most pienvifuls All this informeition iz sonveyed ot o single
glance, once one becomes accustomed to the dlagrams used, The refere
ence t0 "District of Columbia Region" in the title is unfortunate and
misleading, as the territory embraced extends from Garrett County to
Ocean City and Cape:Charles, and includes the State of Delawars and
the northern thind.of Virginia, - ~ :

This is recommended mo
your favorite bird guide on
ag woll.

st highlye I& should be 2 sompanion %o
field trips, and a homs reference bhooklet

The Supply Ssection of the Marylsnd Ornithologlcal Soclety has a
stock of the books, priced at 25¢ each. By arrangement with the
Weshington club, we can also offer cur olub members quantity lots at
the price of $i for -6 copiése A% the labtisr price, the hooklat bee
.comes en excellent inexpensive record book, sinse the pages facing
the diagrams are ruled to provide a field check list for A2 trips, or
perhaps a record of first~appeacrances and other datese. ‘ ‘

THE NEW PETERSON GUIDE

The eagerly awaited revissed edition of Roger Tory Petersen’s "4
Field Guide to the Birda" hes been experiencing the printing and pube
lishing delays common throughout the industry, but is at present eXe
pected in the bookstores by the end of June, It s being published
by Houghton Mifflin, and the price has boen set at $3.50.

Advance information hears out the early belief that the famous
Peterson guide will remain the 'bible' of field cbservers. There are
60 full=pagoe plates, compared to 39 in the former edition, The num=
ber of color plates hos been increased to 36, figuring 511 birdg
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in full eolors & legend page faces aeash plate, giving the page rume
por of the Tull doscription for each '1’1111*%?&1:5:05 aﬁdga Gﬁéglg;ﬁé— GO
densed desoription which tends to facllitate identificeatjion from the
illustration page alone, ©= . - - E » .

There 1s a section "Similar Spooies" for cach bird in the text,
and song desoriptions have been expanded, A "Life'List" is provided

in the front of the book, and end papers portray Flight Silhousttes
and Common Roadsgide 8ilhoueties,

U MARYLAND ¥

Meny of our memhers are aware that MARYLAND, the guarterly joure
nal of the Natural History Susiety of Maryland, is an attractive and
highly informative publication devoted to features of natural sei-~
ences within our netive stato. - Often Lt includes bird articles of
special interest to mombers -of the Ornithologlcal Society.

Tho ‘April 1947 issue contains two such apticles. Haven Kolb
writes in interosting detail about a Loch Raven owl's nest under the
title, "Breeding of the Long~oared Owl near Beltimore"s The seoond
acoount is YObservations ‘on the Nesting Habits of the Black Vulture
in Anne hrundel County, Maryland®, by Dr. Caleb Dorsey, His experw
iences with a black vulture nest in a pertly demolished stable make
interesting reading, and the study is one of the norvhermost of this

= s

species yet published. : -

Gopies of MARYLAND are sent to members of the Natural History
Joeiety, The Ornithological Socicty recommends membership in the
Yaturel History Soclety for this and a number of other good reasonsg,
and we will bo glad to furnish spplicetion blanks and additional in-
formation upon request, ~-. - 7 7 0 7T

AR 0. W.. Crowder

CLUB MEETINGS

MARC Ht Bird Art became a much more definite and tangible -
businéss when Joseph Bures finished with us at the March meeting. e
told some fascinating facts of the history of bird painting, reviewed
the painters whose works have become famlliar through their illustrae-
tions in popular bird books, oxhibited a number of his own recent.
bird paintings, and left us with a wall display of bird pictures
typical -of each of the best-known contemporary artistse

"APRTL: Brooke Meanley touched a responsive chord et the
April Wéeting by talking about unusual nesting birds of our own ari&a
with a numbey of fine pictures of upland plover in Worthington Valthﬁs
proving the chief center of intereste We all wanved to leave forth-
with and hunt out this elusive birds

- 3. -
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i cordial wolcome is extended to thevfollowing new members, who

@

joined the sociaty during Pebruary, Merch and Aprils

~ Fobruapy =

Mr, Charles Re Gaither, 4000 Windsor Mill Road (16)

Mr, J, Talbott Booth, 511 Dunkirk Road (12)

Mr, Frederic W, Arnold, Snow Hill, Md.

Mr, William Weber, 1012 N, Benbtulou 8Street (16)

Mrse Wie Ce Burris, 406 E, Lorraine Avenue {18)

lrse W Hampton Wsbb, 508 W. Lanvele Strset {17)

Mrse Frank M, Rogors, 2601 Lyndhurst Avenus (16)

Miss Margaret E, Haile, Reckord Building, Towson (4)
Miss Elizabeth Slack, 8 Bishops Road (18). {(Jr, member)
Mre Georgs Drumm, 4011l Chatham Road (7) : ‘

Dr. & Mrss Wme. Al Bridges, Eudowood, Towson (4)
Mrs.RBrederick H, Vinup, Glbson Island, Md.

Miss Adels Be Maloolm, 130 Dodford Strees; Cumberland, Md.
Mrse James Pringls, 508 Virginia Avenue, Towson (4)

Mr. Edward H, LaFleur, 200 Ninth Avenue, Brooklyn Pavrk (25)
Mre Albert C. Baker, DOOL Herring Hun Drive {14)

Mr. Charles Cake, 313 Eastway Court (12)

Billy Morrill, 534 Stevenson Lane, Towson {4) (Jr. member)
Mre. We Lllen Rhode, 13 Overbrook Road, Catonsville (28)
Sgte Ge-Fo Re Darcaayy 0 -Be Midland Reod- {20y . =
Mrse He Streett Baldwin, Hydes, Mde

Mrs. Lisle .Qe Owens, 121 Rdgewood Hoad, Towson (4)

- March -

Mre. Carl h. Moosbta, 2442 Edmondson Avenue (23)

Mrse Co O, Bracken, 13 E. Read Street (2)

Mr. Sidney Hollander, 2513 Talbot Road (16)

Miss Agathe We Witbte, Church Hill, Mount Savage, MGe

Mirs, John Re Cupit, 3700 Ne Charles Street (18)

John H, Patten, 7117 York Road (12) (Jr. Member)

Mr. Joserh H, Murray, Jr., 881 Wellington Road (12)

Mrs, J. Edward Murray, 412 Woodlawn Road (10)

Mrs. Cherles He Hodpges, 5602 Wexford Road (@)

Mrse Georgla Swoeney, 3920 Fernhill ivenue (15)

Miss Etta Wedge, Owings iills, Mde ‘ A
Mrse Mabel J, Hoyler, 206 Rockwell Terrace, Fredorick, Mde
Mrs. Bolling We Barton, Pikesville 8, M4,

- 38 =

(continued on next page.



Vol 11X, NOe 5 . .. VARYLAN BIRDLIVE Yoy -Jung Y047

New Mombors {Maroh} = Continued
My, Joel W. Woodruff, 1638 N, Calvert Street (2)
Mrse Josse 8¢ Myeors, 632 S, Johns Rosd {(10)
Johnson Helghts 6th Grade Bird Club, (Jr. group)
o/o Miss Isabel Soreen, Nurvows Park, Cumberland, Md,
Miss Margaret E. Baker, 311 Schley Street, Cumberland, Md.
Mre. & Mrs, Benjamin H. Kaestner, 509 Charles Ste Avenue (4)
Wost Side Sohool 4th Grade Bird Club, (Jr. group)
Richard Ae Johnson, Sec'y., Cumberland, Md.
Jemes Duffy, 207 Boall Street, Cumborlend, Mie (Jre Member)

- Lpril =

Mr. Franl Kidd, 4304 Mainfield Avenue (14)

Miss Angela Kidd, 4303 Mainfield Avenue {14) (Jre member)
Miss Judith Kidd, 4304 Melnfield Avenue (14) (Jr. member)
firss We HoODery Fesusr, Box 168, Blkton, Hd.

Miss Dorothy We Lawson, 41% Southway (18)

Mrse Loila M. Bell, 7211 Oxford Road (122

Mre. Oliver B, Isanc, B234 Benson Avenue (27)

¥y, J, E. Horrison, 315 E. University Parkway (18)

Mr. Newell h. Warner, 4911 aArabia Avenue (14

Mir. Stefan Einarsson, 2827 Forest View Lvenus (14)

The total elub membership at the end of April was 281, well .along
toward the 300 goal set last fall, as compared with a total members
ship of 129 at the end of April, 1946,

The two "Junior Group? mowberships llsted above were spontane=-
ous, and an interesting demonstration ol junior euthusiasm in the
Allegany County ares. Richard Johnson, secretary of the Fourth Grade
Bird Club of West Side Schonl, Cumberlaend (of which our member, Nan
Livingstone is spounsor) wrote a business-like letter asking whether
their Junior Audubon Club could be a junior member of the Meryland
Ornithological Society as & group, and 30 receive MARYLAND BIRDLIFE
and keep in touch with bird matters within the statee, It was & new
idea, but wo immediately vesponded with a tentative "yes! which was
later confirmed by the Executive Councile The news spread quickly,
and a Junior Croup membership from Miss Sereen's sixth grade club at
Johnson Heights School got to us before the Wesh Side Club had a
chance to replye When the West Sido membership arrived, two days la=
ter, 1t was accompanied by a separate Junior Membership application
from James Duffy, the fourth grade president, who decided he wanted
to be & dircct membor of the Socloty.

The statewide nature of membership, considered highly desirable
from the outset, is rapidly becoming a reolized objective. There ard
now membors in 14 of the £3 counties - the missing ones boing Garretb,
Carroll, Harford, Calvert, Rent, Gayoline, Talbot, Wwicomico and Somer-
56t
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This is our first "Junior Page". You can oxpect it every issue,
and while adult members may road it to see what the youngsters are
“dolng, it is meant vo be for Junior members, and most of the articles
- w1l be by junlorse- There are threc age groups of junlorss

Grade School Group “‘ages 8 to 12~ ‘grades 3 t0 6
Junior High Group - ages 12 to 15 grades 7 to O
Highaszchqo:l;. Group ' ages'ld ?ta‘l’?:’ high school

We treat the High School “Group like the adults (except that they save
50 on their duesl!), so‘the Junior Page is really for the others =
that is, for our birders up to aboubt 15 years of 2agd. 0f course,
this includes all members of the Junior Audubon Glubs who send in

junior Group Memberships"'for the whole cliube = ..

We are starting the Junior Page a little ahead of time, because
the Socisty's real junior work will not get under way until fall. We
nave heen waitine to find someone to head up the junior work in the
Baltimore part ‘of the Socisty.  The Allegany unit.is already away a-
nead of the rest, and even the Annapolis juniors are being heerd from
more than Baltimore, - We had a Hagerstown junior, Martha Stauffer,
wading mud flats with us on the Ocean City trip; and an enthuslastlc
bird observer, Rodgers Tull Smith (12), has Just become the first
junior member from Frederick. - Harry Miller, of Spring Gap, was the
firgt funtor outside the Raltimore area. hctually, thore are more
than 20 junior memberg in Baltlimore, ‘so you'll be hearing from them
on the Junior Pagee . .- o : o

o BIRDS I S4W -

Today I looked out the windows ' I saw a pair of flickers, 2
robin, a cardinal and a black-throated sparrow. "I becams very inter-
ested in the pair of flickers becsause thoy wers playing Follow The
Leader, I could sse the yellow under the pirds' wings and tail, and
the white spot on the rump as they flew, I saw a mother robin pull-
ing at a piece of cloth and then she got some sticks., The father
robin just sat there watchinge ' The mother robin went to the cherry
trec, The ohildren said the robin was building its neste

Barbara 4nn Kave (age 10)

Our Cumberlend junior correspondence 1is pretty heavy these days,
ard often there is asvery bright spot in the Jettor in the form of %
bird picture, James Runner (age 10) sends a crayon drawing of a male
cardinal looking out over g grech countryside, Richard Johnson eﬁg
closes a crayon portrait of a flicker complete with all field markse

- 40 -
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working on & yotting trec tpumk, bearing tho note "first se

19%, Jemos Buffy fills the second page of his lettar*zh@etesiggr;l
drowing of s cedar waxwing, probably sthe {irst study of this bird sever
done with a ball-point pens Meybe that business of writing under wae
ter will come in haudy, James, for a sketoh of a duck’s feotd

A OCARDINAL'S NEST

Oar class went on a fleld trip April 28, First we saw what dome
age 8 forest fire had done t0 a ncarby woods where wo had taken s
walkk last falle Then wo went up %0 the Ridgedale Reservolr, from
which the West Side people get their water, We walked through a trail -
in the woods and got some top soil for our room's flower garden.

We saw a cardinal's nest in a bunch of hawthorne bushes, very
well protected by thornse. The female cardinal flow off the nest and
some of us looked in, We saw two bluishewhite cggs with brown spots,
Today, Sabra Hunt came to school and said the egge had hatched and
there are two little bablea,.

Richayd Johnson {10}

Arthur Wright koeps us posted on blrd matters about Annapolis,
He tells us, for cxample, that on May 17 abt Lt. Come Berry's place at
Arnold he and his brothor Pickebtt took time off from o work trlp to
look at birds, and that it took helf an hour for them to identify an
olive~backed thrushe He adds: “"There are lots of thrushes out thore
and I don't think all of thom are olive=-backss" Arthur, den't lat
anyono hear us, but between you and me we are still having trouble,
after 12 years of birding, getting our olive=backs, gray-choeks and
veeries separated! Thunk hosvens the wood thrush looks different and

the hermit thrush has & reddish taile

A BIRD WALR

Ralph and I went on a bird walk, end it was very interesting. We
saw a Baltimore oriole, kingbird, ovenbird, ruby-throated humming=
bird, goldfinch, song sparrow, blucbird and many other birds that we
could not idontify. When we came to school, we asked our teacher
about some of the birds we could not identify. We asked her about
this bird:s It was a pretty big bird with a long bill and a white
back with black spots all over ite We alse asked about e bird that
mide a noise like o steeamboate Wo didn't see ite

‘Jerry Hort (10) and Relph Isiminger (10)

If you're a member of a Junior Audubon Club, you may want Lo
know that there were 5,125 junior club members like yourself in Marye-
lend on May 1, Noxt yoear, wo're poing to try to have twice that
many, If you go out with friends from othor schools this summer,
tell them about your elub and tho fun of watehing birds, Then when
olubs are. being set up sgein next fall, we'll have gomeo gc')od birdhi
missionaries helping to form new groups where thore weren't any thils

yoear,
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