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1956 COUNTY BIRD LISTS
Richard L. Xleen

Once again a complete summary of the county lists, bird by bird, is
included in Maryland Birdlife. These summaries were begun in 1954 and
continued in abbreviated form last year. This year, owlng to a number
of requests, they are agsin expanded and presented in their entirety.
All of us realize that a tabulation such as we are here presenting has
many weaknesses. The fact that the coverage by counties is uneven is
the most obvious fault. If all M.0.S. members would keep lists of all
the birds they see in each county, this compilation would be much more
indicative of the relative abundance and scarcity of the various species
in the various geographic regions of our State. Only 37 specles were
recorded in all 23 Maryland counties. Many counties were covered only
by birders passing through. This lack of systematic birding resulted in
missing in some counties such ubiquitous species as Crested Flycatcher,
Nighthawk, Wood Pewee, Grackle and Myrtle Warbler,

Perhaps this chart would be more waluable if it began during the
spring migration. Then the relative intensity of winter invasions would
be easier to compare. As an example, 12 counties reported the Ivening
@rosbeak as compared to 10 the previous year, aml 12 in 1954. This
would indicate that this bird is rather constant in its winter occur-
rence., Actually, most if not all of the 1956 reports occurred in the
first five months. This pest winter Evening Grosbeaks have been almost
completely lacking in our State. If the next winter presents amother
invasion, the most complete perusal of these charts will not reveal the
lack of winter birds this pest season. However, there is a value in
this work, end it is a value that will grow with the length of its con-
tinuance end the completeness of the coverage.

The total number of species observed in Maryland in 1956 was 287,
This compares with 290 in 1955 and 279 in 1954. Worcester County led
the county lists as it has done consistently during the past years. It
1s a section with a great variety of hebitats, including the only ocean
front area in the State. Only three other counties supplied lists that
reached 200, Talbot had 225, Queen Annes listed 203, and Anne Arundel
recorded 201. It was generally those counties with active chapters that
presented the most meaningful lists. Talbot, aAnne Arundel, Carolioe,
Harford, Frederick, Allegaeny, Baltimore amd Montgomery all submitted
lists which are very representative of the county. Those counties
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Slate-colored Junce XXX X[X XX X[XXXXx[XXXX|[X XX X|X XX 23

Tree Sparrow x XxX|x x |x x |xx X X 10

Chipping Sparrow X XX X[X XX X|/XXXX[xxXxx|xxxx|xxx?23

Field Sparrow XX X X[X XX X|X XX X|XXXX|X XXX{XxXXx23

White-crowned Sparrow xx x| xxx[xxx |x X X X x 14

White-throated Sparrow [xxx x x{x X x X[x x X X[X X x X[X X X X[X x X 23|

Fox Sparrov X x| xxx/xxx |xx X X XX x 15

Lincoln's Sparrow b4 x |x x g

Swamp Sparrow x x| xxx|xxx |xX X xxxfx x1

Song Sparrow X X X XX X X X|X X X X|X XX X|Xx XX X|xxx 23

Snow Bunting X X 2

Lark Sparrow x 1

King Eider x 1

which have no active birders are represented by erratic lists which have

1little meaning, Note the lack of summer birding in St. Marys County, an
area that is well covered in the winter.

Twenty-five speclies were recorded in only one county.

Worcester

grabbed the lion's share in this category, mainly because of its ocean

front and extensive tidal flats.

The 15 birds recorded only in Worces-

ter include: Harlequin Duck, European Teal, Glossy Ibis, Holboell's
Grebe, Gennet, Wilson's Petrel, Cory' 8 Shearwater, Purple Sandpiper,
Hudsonian Curlew, Golden Plover, Piping Plover, Oyster-catcher, Roseate

Tern, Long-billed Dowitcher and Yellow-headed Blackbird.
contributed 4 unique species:

Anne Arundel
Ipswich Sparrow, Kittiwake, Iceland Gull

and Wood Ibis. Talbot birders recorded the White-fronted Goose, Long-

eared Owl aml Brown Pelican.
Eagle and Red-cockaded Woodpeckser.

Stilt Sandpiper.

Dorchester added to the 1ist the Golden
Queen Annes County contributed the

Special thanks are due to those observers who submitted lists of

birds observed. They include:
Orville Crowder, Howard Dean,

Harry Armistead , Charles Buchanan,
Dick Douglass, Gearge Drumm, Mr., end Mrs.

Richard Dubois, Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Fletcher, Marvin Hewitt, Prof. end
Mrs. David Howard, Richard L. Kleen, Gordon Knight, Seth H. Low, Michael
Mesaix, Terry Moore, Lewis Oring, Dr. and Mrs. John Richaras, Wilbur
Rittenhouse, Chandler S. Robbins, Dr. amd Mrs. R. S. Stauffer, John
Workmeister, Dr. and Mrs. Elmer Worthley aml Grace Wright.

The totel number of species observed in each county is listed below:

Garrett 115
Allegany 119
Washington 155
Frederick 183
Carroll 9l
Baltimore 179
Harford 183
Howard 130

Montgomery
Prince Georges
Anne Arundel
Calvert

Cher les

St. Marys
Cecil

Kent

169
183
201
97
128
137
68
78

Quesen Annes
Caroline
Talbot
Dorchester
Wicomico
Somerset
ijorcester
TOTAL

203
156
225
174
130

84
248
287

THE ANNUAL M,0.S. STATE CONVENTION will be held in Ocean City during the
weekend of May 10-12, Register with Mrs.

Conner at the Hastings by May 4.
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MARYLAND NEST SWMMARY FOR -1956
Mr. and ¥rs. A. J. Fletcher

The number of nests reportsd from Maryland increased from 980 in
1955 to 2,525 1in 1956. While mere numbers of nests are not particularly
significant, this increase in interest is very welcome. However, a real
challenge still remains; four counties were not heard from: Carroll,
Cecil, Washington and Wicomico. Perhaps a great surpriss 1s in store
for the person who spends a few hours in a neighboring county. An out-
growth of the nesting study could be an extension of the Soclety's mem-
bership to completely cover the State; for the most useful data are
accumulated by residents of an area who can observe the activities of
the breeding birds over the entire span of reproduction.

Of the nineteen counties reporting (Baltimore City was included
with Baltimore County), nine reported more than ten species. Some un-
usual speciss were reported from isolated spots in the State. Of course,
we highly desire the data on unusual species, but we are likewise inter-
ested in the total ecology. A race to find 200 Black Vulturs nests can
yield 200 Bleck Vulture nests and little useful data. (Incidentally,
has anyone seen one Black Vulture nest?) Counties with over ten species
are as follows: Caroline, 49; Talbot, 46; Harford, 36; Prince Georges,
27; Montgomery, 27; Queen Annes, 23; Gerrett, 20; Baltimore, 19; and
Worcester, 15. There were 101 species reported in the entire study, an
increase of twelve over 1955. It is interesting to note that three
times as many counties reported over ten species as last year.

Only two new speclies were added in 1956, the Glossy Ibis and Ring-
necked Pheasant, bringing the total recorded in the eight-year period to
162. Species for which only one nesting report was received in 1956 are
Blue-winged Teal, Pied-billed Grebe, Ring-necked Pheasant, Virginia Reil,
Black-billed Cuckoo, Horned Owl, Whip-poor-will, Ruby-throated Humming-
bird, Ruffed Grouse, Bald Eagle, Belted Kingfisher, Hairy Woodpecker,
Cedar Waxwing, Warbling Vireo, Parula Jarbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler,
Pine Ylarbler, Yellow-throat, Goldfinch, and Sharp-teiled and Seaside
Sparrows. The greatest number reported for a species was 365 Great Blue
Heron nests, 350 being recorded by Kleen on Poplar Islands, Talbot
County. The Maryland State Bird, the Baltimore Oriole, accounted for 8
nests this year--a respectable improvement over the single one in 1955.

Juniors, again, took a leading part in locating and .reporting nests.
Leaders were Harry T. Armistead (92 nests), Talbot Co.; Gordon Knight
(67), Harford Co.; Robert Fletcher (33), Ceroline Co.; and Wilbur
Rittenhouse (32), Queen Annes Co. Runners-up were cousins Terry Moore
and Michael Messix of Queen Annes Co. Altogether, 20 juniors took part
--nearly a third of the 63 persons reporting. This represents approxi-
mately 10 percent of the membership of the Maryland Ornithological Soci-
ety. Adults with 10 or more nests are Elsie Bilbrough, Mrs. Carroll
Bright, Allen J. Duvall, Kr. end irs. A. J. Fletcher, Richard Forman,
Orville W. Crowder, Mrs. Carl G. Francis, Mrs. Katherine A. Goodpasture,
Marvin W. Hewitt, Richard L. Kleen, Seth H. Low, Everett F. Mashburn,
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Robert T. Mitchell, Sarah Quinn, Chandler S. Robbins, Carol Scudder,
Robert E. Stewart and Mrs. Jean Worthley, The completeness of the
data submitted by the observers this year is greatly appreciated.

PIED-BILLED GREBE - 3 eggs in Patuxent Refuge nest, June 4; 4
2/3-grown young from this nest fed by parent, July 24 (F. M. Uhler).

GREAT BLUE HERON - 350 nests on Poplar Islands, Talbot Co., 25 to
75 ft. high, Apr. 22 (Richard L. Kleen, et al.). 15 nests with large
young 75 ft. up in sycamore trees on Black Swamp Neck, Prince Georges
Co., June 8 (Robert E. Stewart).

AMERICAN EGRET - One nest found on Poplar Is., Talbot Co., on Apr.
22 about 50 ft. up in a loblolly pine (R.L.K., et al. ). About 50 pairs

with young at various stages on Mills Islend, Worcester Co., on June 25
(R.E.S.).

SNOWY EGRET - Young in 100 ¥1lls Is. nests, June 25 (R.E.S.).

LOUISIANA HERON - 25 pairs with young, June 25, Mills Is. (R.E.S.).

LITTLE BIUE HERON ~- 50 pr. with young, June 25, Mills Is. (R.E.S.).

GREEN HERON - 4 nests (3 containing 3 eggs, 1 with 1 egg) found in
bushes at Nelson's Island, Talbot Co.; also 2 young. 3 nests in a duck
blind at Bellevue with 3 young, 3 young and 2 eggs. All on July 2
(Barry T. Armistead).

BLACK~CROWVNED NIGHT HERON - About 75 pairs with young of various
ages on Mills Island, Worcester Co. on June 25 (R.E.S.).

EASTERN GLOSSY IBIS - Found nesting on Mills Islend by Stewart.
Details have been submitied to The Auk.

MALLARD - 2 females with a joint brood of 15 young, Patuxent Refuge,
June 4 (F.M.U.)}.

BLACK DUCK - Pirst Patuxent Refuge young hatched on Apr. 24
(F.M.U.). Robert Fletcher saw an adul® with 10 ducklings on May S at
Garland Lake, Caroline Co. Adult with 6 young seen at the same place on
July 15. 2 nests at Nelson's Is. held 5 and 4 eggs on July 2 (H.T.A).

GADVALL - Nest of 5 eggs found in Dorchester Co. by Stewart and
Don Fankhauser on May 4--first record for Dorchester Co. -

BLUE-AINGED TEAL - Female with 8 ducklings seen on .Tul,,' 2 at Black-
water Refuge, Dorchester Co. (H.T.A.).

WOOD DUCK - Female with 8 young, Garland Lake, Caroline Co., May 5
(Roberta B, Fletcher). Adult and 6 young, Greensboro, May 22 (M,Hewitt).

RED-SHOULDERED HAYK - 3 nests at Patuxent Refuge, Prince Gearges
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Co. Adult incubeting on Apr. 15 and 4 young on limbs, June 3 (Fred
Schmid). Stewart and Paul Springer found another nest on May 5 and
Clark Webster found the third on May 8. One nest was not successful.

BALD EAGLE - In Calvert County near Cocktown Creek one nest was
found about 60 ft. up in a pine, June 8 (R.E.S.).

OSFREY - Building had begun in dead tree near Trappe on Mar. 24
(R.L.K.). Another nest was being built on top of a 70 ft. radar tower
at Fairbanks, Apr. 7. 16 nests on Poplar Islands on Apr. 22, ranging
from 3 to 35 £t. (R.L.K., et al.). Talbot County had 8 nests with young
in duck blinds, June 30 (H.T.A.).

RUFFED GROUSE - Mrs, Helen B. Miller found 4 eggs in a nest at 4H
Camp in Garrett County, June 15.

BOB-WHITE - One nest reported with 15 eggs, July 4, Talbot County
(Mrs, Ronald Nevius). 6 broods of small young seen in Caroline, Prince
Georges, Queen Annes and Talbot Counties, July 9 to Sept. 3.

RING-NECKED PHEASANT - 6 young about 10 days old seen with hen one
mile east of Norrisville, Harford Co., on May 29 (Orville W. Crowder).

VIRGINIA RAIL - In Elliott Islanmd marsh, Dorchester Co., a nest of
4 eggs was found on May 25 (R.E.S.).

KILLDEER - 9 nests, 4 of which were successful. Eggs in nests fron
May 2 through June 22,

HERRING GULL -~ Kleen found 7 nests &f dead grasses on Sharp's Is.,
July 13 3 eggs; 2 eggs; 1 egg and 1 young; 2 infertile eggs; rest empty.

LAUGHING GULL - 27 young banded on July 25 on channel island orf
South Point, Worcester Co. (Everstt F. Mashburn).

FORSTER'S TERN - 15 nests with eggs on Shelldrake Is., Chincoteague
Bay, and 57 nests with eggs (1 small young) on Mink Tump, Chincoteague
Bay, all on June 25 (R.E.S.). 49 of these nests held 3 eggs each. ’

COMMON TERN - 28 nests (4 with young) on St. Pierre Island, Somer-
set Co., June 12 (R.E.S.). 15 nests with eggs on Sharp's Island, July 1
(R.L.K.). On Nelson's Island, Talbot Co., 12 nests were found on July 2,
all containing egzs (H.T.A.). 91 nests visited in Sinepuxent Bay had’
eggs on July 13 (Dr. Charles J. Stine, et al.).

LEAST TERN - Armistead found 4 nests with eggs on Nelson's JIsland,
Talbot Co., July 2. 4 young banded at Ocean City, July 25 (E.F.M.).

ROYAL TERN - 31 young raised at the colony off South Point, Wor-
cester Co., All were caught and banded on July 25 by Mashburn.

BLACK SKIMMER - Only eggs on July 13. 38 young banded on July 25.
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MOURNING DOVE - Neat with young on Apr. 29 in Caroline County; same
nest used for second brood, May 30 (Hewitt). Late nest with eggs at
Millington, Kent Co.; Sept. 6 (Chandler S. Robbins). Nesting heights
varied from 3 ft. to 12 ft.

YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO - Adult carrying food, July 18, in Caroline
County. One fledgling in Talbot County nest on Aug. 10 (H.T.A.).

BLACE~BILLED CUCKDQO - Gordon Knight found a Harford County nest 4‘,’5
ft. up in honeysuckle in a second-growth swemp with 2 egzs and a newly-
hatched young, May 26; on June 4 nest contained only 2 dead young.

BARN OWL - 4 nests, one with 8 eggs in Talbot County (R.L.K.).

HORNED OWL - Schmid and party found a nest with eggs 55 ft. up in a
loblolly pine near Chester, Queen Annes Co., Mar., 3.

WHIP-POOR-WILL - At Camp Mardela, Caroline Co., a nest with 2 eggs
was found on July 7 (Bob Fritter).

CHIMNEY SWIFT - 3 young banded from a nest at Denton, Caroline Co.,
July 13 (Fletcher).

RUBY-THROATZD HUMMINGBIRD - Mrs. John C. Bauer reported e nest in
West Ocean City, Worcester Co., about 17 ft. up on May 13.

BELTED KINGFISHER -~ One record in Talbot County.

FLICKER - Young in 2 Garrett County nests, June 8 and 13 (Ralph
Folk, Jean Worthley).

RED-BELLIED WCODPECKER - In Queen Annes County a male was seen at a
new nesting site, Apr. 7 (Wilbur Rittenhouse). Dates of the 6 records
submitted ranged from the above date to June 20, when nestlings were
noted at Camp Mardela (W.R.). UHeights ranged from 15 to 50 ft.

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER - 2 Baltimore City nests by Lydra Gillespie:
building 15 ft. up in sycamore, June 15; young 40 ft. up on Juns 30.

HAIRY WOODPECKER - A first nesting record for Caroline County at
Henderson, June 14; adult feeding young in dead birch cavity (Hewitt).

DOWNY 'OODPECKER - Young being fed in nest, June 1, at Easton;
young 1in Garrett County on June 10. Records from Caroline, Harford,
and Prince Georges Counties during same period.

EASTERN KINGBIRD - 5 nests, May 14 to July 1, at heights of 10 to
20 £t. All reported nests were near dwellings.

CRESTED FLYCATCHER - On June 1 a nest of 4 eggs was found in an
Easton paper box (R.L.K.). Another, which was being built in a paper
box at Greensboro, July 15, was unsuccessful (M.H.).
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EASTERN PHOEBE - 121 nests reported. IZarliest building was Abr. 13
at "Lost Valley" near Norrisville in northern Harford County (0.¥.C.).
Stewart recorded the latest egg date on file for Laryland: July 21 at
Patuxent Refuge; one of the 3 eggs in the nest had hatched by the next
day, the other 2 fajled to hatch. One nest at Concord, Caroline Co.,
was in e barn; the bird had to fly in under the door where the sill was
missing. This nest has been used for 7 years (Carol Scudder).

ACADIAN FLYCATCHER - 10 nests. One in Saltimore County, 6 ft. in a
beech tree, had 2 cowbird ezgs and 3 flycatcher eggs, June 9; only the
cowbird survived (AMr. and Lrs. albert Walker). Robert Fletcher found a
nest at Camp Mardela, Caroline Co. with 3 young; the adult -sat on the
nest and allowed itself to be picked up and banded, July 1l.

EASTERN w0OD PEXES - 2 nests in Baltimore County, 1 with young on
June 14 (ilrs. Carl Francis). One -at Queen anne was in the exact spot of
a 1955 nest (w.R.). Also at Queen inne psrents were feeding 2 young
that could hardly fly on the very late date of Sept. 10 (W.R.).

TREE SEALLOY - 2 records in Caroline County; birds built in boxes
ir fence rows, May 10, but were destroyed by predators. Young were in a
Wood Duck box at Pleasant Valley, Garrett Co., June 10 {Lois LcCullough).

BANK SWALLOW - 200 pairs building beside U.S. 50, 3 miles west of
Bay Bridge, kay 1l (Seth H. Low and Robbins). 4 young in Pusadena nest,
June 22 (McCullough). Also reported from Talbot County.

ROUGH-WINGED SVALLOW - Nest with 6 eggs et Ady Road bridge over
Deer Creek, Harford Co., June 1 (0.W.C.).

BARN SWALLOW - Nests in Caroline and Harford Counties with eggs on
May 20. Latest young were still in a Caroline County nest, July 30
(M.H.). One unususl nest with 4 young inside a front porch at Chester,
Queen Annes Co, (M.H.). .

PURPLE MARTIN - 18 pairs, which was about one~third, returned to
boxes.at Denton which had been rajided by racoons in 1955. The last
birds left the nest, Aug. 2. Records also from Worcester and Talbot Cos.

BLUZ JAY - Earliest nest in Ealtinore County, under construction on
Apr. 12, had 4 young, May 31; & cat killed these nestlings by throwing
them from the nest (Walker).

AMFRICAN CROW - 2 Patuxent Refuge nests: May 14 with well-grown
young, and May 19 with eggs (Schmid).

CAROLINA CHICKADEE - 8 nests, heights 3 to 6 ft. 7 young were in a
Denton nest, ¥ay 10 (R.B.F.). Young left a Greensboro nest, June 6
(Elsie Bilbrough). Young in Harford County nests, May 29 and 30 (G.K.).

TUFTED TITMOUSE - Building in dead oek cavity at St. liichaels, apr.
19 (R.L.K.). One Denton nest in bird box, May 7 {Mrs. Carroll Eright).
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VWIITE-BREASTID NUTHATCH - S eggs in Unity nest, Montgomery Co., May
20 (Seth H. Low). Young out of nest near Sycamore Is., kontgomery Co.,
liay 29 (Katherire A. Goodpacture). Young in Garrett County nest, 15 to
18 ft. up in shagbark hickory, June 10 (G.K.).

HOUSE WREN ~ 14 nests, kay 22 to aug. 16. Allegany Co. nest had 7
eggs on June 17 (Leonard k. Llewellyn). Caroline County nest bad 3
young on Aug. 16 (Bright).

CAROLINA WREN - 9 nests, Apr. 6 to June 29. One nest at Denton wes
in e cider press (Robert Fletcher). .

LONG-BILLED MARSH WREN - Stewart found a nest with 2 eggs in
Elliott Island marsh, May 25, 13 ft. up in Spartina cynosuroides.

MOCKINGBIRD - 12 reports, i¥ay 1 (2 eggs) to Aug. 1 (young out).
CATBIRD - 35 nests, eggs liay 6 to July 21, 3 to 10 ft. up.

BROWN THRASHER ~ 18 records with the first nest seen at Denton, May
4 (R.B.F.). Height ranged from ground level to 7 ft. One bird used
1955 Catbird nest in Caroline Co. (Bright). Latest young (half-grown)
in Greenstoro nest, July 28.

ROBIN ~ Most of the nests reported were found in April and May,
fewer in June and July. Earliest dates (2 eggs) were Apr. 12 and 15 in
jontgomery Co. (K.A.G.)}. Latest dates came from Caroline Co., where
Scudder found a nest of 3 eggs, Aug. 12, and one of 4 on Aug. 19 (which
hatched Aug. 23). A nest of 4 eggs was on the ground by a Denton fence
post which was not near a tree or bush; the eggs were destroyed later
(Fletcher). About one-third of the nests were built in woods or in
trees along fence rows. About half the nests reported were successful.

WOOD THRUSH - All but S of the 26 nests were in deciduous trees.
Heights varied from 2% to 15 ft. S eggs were in a Harford Co. nest on
kay 30. Another Harford nest had 2 thrush eggs and a.cowbird egg, May
31, A Caroline nest had cornstalks l} ft. long hanging from it.

EASTERN BLUEBIRD - The emrliest record was from Caroline County,
building on apr. 7 (Elsie Bilbrough). All nests were in boxes except 2,
one in a fence post and enother in a dead tree. 16 nests rerorted.

BLUB-GRAY GNATCATCHER - Bullding in Caroline (M.H.) and lontgomery
{K.A.G.) Counties, Apr. 29, and in Baltimore County, May 5 (Erana K.
Lubbert). Young in Harford County nest, June 4 (G.K.). 8 to 25 ft. up.

CEDAR WAXWING - An adult was carrying string put out for a Balti-
more Oriole at Greensboro, May 8 (I. Bilbrough). This is the first time
any nesting activity of this bird has been observed in Caroline County.

STARLING - The nesting records.show that this species will use any
available nesting site, such as chimneys, cavities and nail kegs. The
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first building activity was reported Apr. 14. One Caroline County pair
cerried 72 white grubs to 5 young in legs than an hour (Scudder).

YELLOW-THROATED VIREQ - Nest 35 ft. up at Patuxent Refuge, where
adult was feeding young on June 13 {Llewsllyn). Adult feeding young
cowbird at Henderson, June 25 (Hewitt).

RED-EYED VIREO - First egg laid May 18 in Harford County (0.W.C.),
early. Adults feeding young cowbird at Greensboro, Aug. 29. Cowbird
egg and 2 vireo eggs in Herford County, June 9., Nests 4 to 30 ft. up.
Parent feeding flying young with incomplete head feathering at Queen
Anne, Queer Annes County, Sept. 12 (W.R.).

WARBLING VIREO - Young out of nest, June 30, Talbot Co. (T. Moore).

PARULA WARBLER - Began building, May 5 at Kensington (K.A.G.).

CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER - Knight found a nest with 2 eggs in a
blackberry bush about 4 ft. from the ground in Gerrett County, -June 10.

PINE WARBLER - Young out of Bellevue nest, Aug. 12 (H.T.4.).

OVEN-BIRD - Parents feeding young out of Montgomery Co. nest, June
10 (K.A.G.). 3 eggs ipn a Garrett Co. nest, June 15 (Lois McCollough).

LOUISIANA WATER-THRUSH - 5 eggs in Kensington nest, May 5; newly-
hatched birds dead, May 23 (K.A.G.). 1 young in Lost Valley nest, June .

YELLOW-THROAT - A nest of 4 young found at Pleasant Valley, Garrett
Co., about 10 in. from the ground, June 11 (G.K.).

YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT - 3 Harford County nests with eggs, May 22,
June 3 and June 9; clutches of 5, 4 and 4; heights 2 to § ft. (0.W.C.).

AMERICAN REDSTART - 3 nests, 25 to 30 ft. up in deciduous trees in
Baltimore, Montgomery and Garrett Counties, from lay 20 to June S.

ENGLISH SPARROW - Young out of Caroline County nest on May 2l.
EASTERN MEADOWLARK - Egge May 19 (Dorch. Co.) to July 7 (Garrett).

RED-WING - 75 percent of 174 Queen Annes Co. nests checked from
June 7 to June 26 contained eggs (Richerd Forman). 3 in. to 14 ft. up.

ORCHARD ORIOLE - 4 nests, May 24 to June 21. 10 to 45 ft. up.

BALTIMORE ORIOLE ~ Building in Talbot Co. began May 5 (T. Ambler).
Young out of 4 nests in Caroline, Frederick and Allegany Cos., by June 25.

m GRACELE - Nests were being built by Apr. 16 in Caroline Co.
On May 17 Mitchell, Robbins and Duvall found that 77 percent of Queen
Annes Co, nests examined held young; one nest contained 10 eggs. Young
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out of the nest were still begging for food in Montgomery Co., July 29
(K.A.G.). Nesting heights varied from 3 to 18 ft.

COWBIRD - Eggs or young were cared for by Acadian Flycetcher, Wood
Thrush, Yellow-throated Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Red-wing, Cardinal,
Indigo Bunting, Red-eyed Towhee, and Chipping Sparrow.

SUMMER TWNAGER - Building in Montgomery Co. on May 16 (K.A.G.).
Pemale on Queen Annes Co., nest, May 28. Young left Denton nest, June 28.

CARDINAL - 3 eggs in Harford and Caroline County nests on May 10.
The height of nests ranged from 1} to 10 ft. Family of 3 short-tailed
young able to fly short distances in Montgomery Co., Sept. 3 (K.A.G.).

BLUE GROSBEAK - A nest with one young about 10 ft. up in a bush at
Bellevue, July 7. Young with parent in Prince Georges Co., July 15.

INDIGO BUNTING - Female fesding a cowbird in Talbot Co., Aug. 7
(Armistead). Parents feeding 2 juvenile birds on Sept. 10 in Queen
Annes Co. (Rittenhouse).

EASTERN GOLDFINCH - Nest about 20 ft. up in a red maple, Montgomery
Co., female incubating, Aug. 5 (Goodpasture).

RED-EYED TOWHEE - Harford nest had 3 eggs on June 3, 3 young on
June 9 (0.W.C.). Pleasent Valley nest, 33 f+. up, had 3 egge on June 13
(Ginny Killen). Anne Arundel nest, 3% ft. up, destroyed by black sneke,
July 4 (McCollough). Young barely flying at Bellewue, Aug. 17 (H.T.A.).

GRASSEOPPER SPARROW - Immature on fence, Aug. 6, Caroline Co.
SHARP-TAILED SPARROW - 3 eggs in Elliott Is. marsh, May 25 (R.E.S.).

SEASIDE SPARROW - 3 eggs in nest in Elllott Is. marsh, Dorchester
Co., May 25; rim of nest 4 in. above the ground (R.E.S.).

CHIPPING SPARROW - 32 nests were reported from Apr. 21 to Aug. 16.
Nesting heights ranged from 4 to 30 ft. 4 of the nests were found in
the woods and 8 of the records showed that conifers were used for
nesting sites, A Harford Co. record showed that each of the 4 eggs in
one nest was laid before 7:30 a.m., Standard Time (G.K.).

FIEID SPARROW -~ Young out of Harford Co. nest, May 26. Later nest
in Caroline Co. hatched Aug. 3. One of the 6 nests reported was built
on the ground; the others varied from 4 in. to 2% ft.

SWAMP SPARROW -~ 4 nests from Pleasant Valley, Garrett Co., 0 to 8
in. up. 3 eggs, June 10 (G.K.); 4 eggs, June 13 (G.K.); 4 young, June
10 (Gladys H. Cole); 4 eggs and 1 young, June 14 (Dick Wilson).

SONG SPAiRROW - Building near Greemsboro, Apr. 22. 3 young in late
Denton nest, Sept. 22; this nest was built in an old Robin nest (R.B.F.).
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OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER, 1956
Chandler S. Robbins

The late fall and early winter period was characterized meteoro-
logically by locelly heavy showers in October and November and unseason-
ably high thermometer reasdirgs in December. A%t Royel Oak in Talbot
County 8.90 inches of rain fell on Nov. 2. Temperatures averaged
slightly above normal in October and November, in December the average
temperature of 46. 5° gt Baltimore {7.7° above normal) shattered the 140-
year record, and favored the survival of southern stragglers. The scar-
city of northern winter visitors, however, is not to be attributed to
the locally mild weather--but rather to an abundance of natural food in
eastern Canada and the bordering states.

Herons. In addition to the usual wintering Great Blue and Black-
crowned Night Herons, American Bitterns, and the occasional American
Egret, there were reports of a Little Blue Heron and 2 Least Bitterns at
Christmes time. The Little Blue was found near Ocean City on Dec. 27 by
Dick and Mertha Dubois; it was the first time this species had been ob-
served on eny Maryland Christmas Count, although cur Cape May neighbors
have found it in several recent years. Single Least Bitterns turmed up
near Eeston on Dec. 9 (found dead by Nite Nevius), and in the Elljott
Island marshes at the end of the month (John Terborgh).

Swans and Geess. A great influx of Whistling Swans reachsd Talbot
County on Nov. 9. The peak movement, with an estimate in the thousands,
passed Gibson 1s. on Nov. 14 (Mrs. W. L. Henderson, Mrs. Gail Tappen).
The majority of Canada Geese, on the other hand, arrived about three
woeks earlier than this. Mrs. Austin L. Hoffman reported 18 flocks over
Gambrill State Park from Oct. 10 to Nov. 10; she noted 3 flocks on Oct.
18 (also the peak date at Gibson Is.), 5 flocks (300 individuals) on
Oct, 21, and 3 flocks on Oct, 24. On the letter date Lois Horn also
counted 3 flocks over Patuxent Refuge, and others were seen over Balti-
more by Mrs. Albert Walker and Donald McComas. A White-fronted Goose,
the second Maryland record of the century, was closely obgssrved at Ox-
ford, Talbot Co., in mid-October by Sigmund Hersloff, whose waterfowl
sanctuary has attracted as many as 15,000 Canade Geese at one time.

Ducks. Three Old-squaws at Gibson Islanmd on Oct. 18 were the
earliest arrivals there in more than ten years (Meddames Henderson and
Tappan). An unusually large flock of Americen Scoters for the upper
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Chesapeeke was a group of 100 at Gibson Islend on Nov. 9 (same observers);
no others were reported from the Western Shore this fall. Rarities in-
cluded a European Widgeon at Gibson Island, Dec. 31 (Mr. and Mrs. Dolf
Swing), and en immature male King Eider on the Ocean City Christmas
Count, Dec. 27 (David A. Cutler and party).

Gellinules, Shorebirds. The third winter record for the Florida
Gallinule was established on the Ocean City Count, Dec. 27, when David
Cutler saw one at the fresh water pond in Vest Ocean City. Shorebirds
wintered in greater numbers than at any time in the pest ten years.
Fourteen species and 4,300 individuals of sandpipers and plovers were
tallied on the Ocean City Count, nearly twice as many individuals as in
any past year. Counts of the following birds were-higher than ever
before: Semipalmated Plover, 4; Black-bellied Plover, 200; Woodcock, 7;
¥Wilson's Snips, 32; Lesser Yeliow-legs, 4; Red-backed Sandpiper, 2,150;
and Sanderling, 1,500, A Golden Plover was identified at Denton on Oct.
15 and 16 by Mr. and Mrs., A, J. Pletcher and Marvin Hewitt, who found it
feeding with a flock of Killceer.

Gulls, Skimmers., Mrs. Hepnderson and Mrs. Tappar noted hundreds of
Laughing Gulls around Gibson Islend on Oct, 12; their last 10 were re-
corded on Nov. 27, a few days leter than the usual departure time. The
number of Kittiwake observations for this State was doubled during
Christmas week. One was found dead on the Ocean City jetty on Dec. 27
by David Cutler and preserved by Dr. Ira N, Gabrielson. Another was
watched at the mouth of the South River on the Dec. 30 Annapolis Count
(Robbins). A flock of 11 Black Skimmers remained at Ocean City through
Dec. 27 (Cutler and others).

Cuckoos, Owle, Swifts. A Black-billed Cuckoo identified in Balti-
more on Nov. 4 by Dr, David E. Davis is the letest on record for Mary-
land. The Yellow-billed species left at the usual time, the last three
occurrences being on the Eastern Shore, Oct. 3-6 (Wilbur Rittenhouse,
Marvin Hewitt, and Mrs. A. J. Fletcher). This was the poorest winter in
recent years for the Saw-whet Owl in Marylend; the only one reported was
found at St. Michaels, Dec. 14, Final Chimney Swift observations
followed the usual pattern: a scattering of single birds and small
flocks from rural and suburban communities during the first 9 deys of
October, climaxed by an estimated 200 birds in Baltimore on Oct. 13
(Mrs. Albert Walker).

Woodpeckers, Swallows, Flycatchers. There was a good southward
flight of Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers; as many as 7 were encountered at
Gibson Island on Oct. 3. An unusual bird for Queen Annes County was a
Pileated Woodpecker seen on Nov, 4 by Wilbur Rittenhouse near the town
of Queen Anne. Caroline County, just across Tuckehoe Creek from Queen
Anpe, still has no record of this woodpecker. The Seneca Christmas
Count turned in a total of 42 Red-headed Woodpeckers on the last day of
the year. There were other reports of this species from the Piedmont,
and a single individual (the 13th observation since 1940) was studied at
Gibson Islend on Dec, 30 (Mrs. Walter Hughson and Mrs. Williem Hughson).
Tree Swallows, which usually leave Maryland in winter, were regular
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throughout December in southern Dorchester County (Robert E. Stewart and
others). A late Eastern Phoebe was seen at Monkton in northern Balti-
more County on Dec. S5 (Stephen W. Simon).

Jeys, Creepers. The fall migration of Blue Jays through Maryland
was meagre indeed in comparison with recent yeers; this is further borne
out by Christmas Counts nesr and east of the Chesapeake: Blackwater's 7
individuals were the fewest since 1952, and at Gibson Island fourteen
participants spotted only one lone bird. The nine Christmas Counters
who hiked the C & O Canal from Great Falls to above the Seneca swamp on
Dec., 31 compiled a total of 48 Brown Creepers--twice &s many as in any
other area except annapolis, which had 36.

Wrens, Vireos. Hervey Brackbill, in his Jan. 1 column in the
Baltimore Evening Sun, tells of a Bewick's iren that visited the feeding
shelf of Philip Myers in Baltimore on Dec. 3., Common as the Red-eyed
Vireo 1s in summer and during the spring and autumn migration periods,
we should expect to find late stragglers from time to time. And yet
this seldom happens, although meny scarcer species are more frequently
seen weeks after their usual departure time. A year ago we commented
upon a Red-eyed Vireo banded at lionkton on Oct. 25, 1955 as being "ex-
ceptionally late." One seen in the Pennyfield (Seneca) area on Nov. 9,
1956 by Ralph Lawrence and Bryant Tyrrell is even more so--just two days
short of the State record. Less unusual but still noteworthy is a Blue-
headed Vireo seen in Baltimore on Nov. 2 by Alice Kmestner.

Werblers. There were several late wartler reports. A dozen
species in this family were seen in Caroline County alone during the
late fall period. A Cape May Warbler visited Mrs. Katherine Goodpasture's
suet stick in Kensington through Oct. 16; another, the second winter
record for Maryland, was observed at a diastance of six feet at Greens-
boro on Dec. 27 (Mrs. Fletcher). The last Yellow-breasted Chat presumed
to be a migrant was found at Gibson Island on Oct. 3 (Mesdames Henderson
and Tappen). Vintering individuals were located as follows: at Catons-
ville in the Piedmont from Dec. 10 on (Mrs. Polis Komianos), at Aberdeen
on the edge of the Piedmont (Gordon Knight), and at Easton on the Coastal
Plain (through Dec. 29, Terry Moore).

Orioles. Oct. 11 13 a good late departure date for the Baltimore
Oriole; one wes seen on this date at Preston by Marvin Hewitt. A month
and a half later, on Nov. 27, a wintering bird appeared at the Annapolis
feeding station of Prof. and Mrs, David Howard. On Dec, 11, as related
in Hervey Brackbill's Jan. 1 column, a male returned to the Waverly
feeder of William O. Purcell, where a male had stayed from Jan. 14 to
Apr. 9 last winter. Jane Offutt holds the record for hospitality to
this species, with 3 individuals at her feeder, as related in her own
words in the preceding issue of Maryland Birdlife.

Tanagers. Both species of tanugers were seen on unusually late
dates at Gibson Island by Mrs., Henderson and Mrs. Tappan: a Summer
Tansger on Oct. 2, 4 Scarlet Tanagers on Oct, 9, and 2 Scarlet Tanegers
o Oct. 16.
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A TRIP TO BLACKSATER REFUGE
James Voshell

Five members of the Talbot County Junior Bird Club, Meade Lloyd,
Eerndon and Brian Steilkie, Ray Harrison, and I, met at Mr. Kleen's home
on Saturday night, February 2. We plenned to stay overnight and start
out early Sundey morning for Blackwater Refuge. Although we overslept
the next morning, we started for Blackwater at about 9 a.m, It was
miserable weather. The sky was completely overcast and it rained on and
off nearly the entire day. /e did not expect to see very many good
birds and thought most of our birding would be done from the car.

As we neared the refuge headquarters, we saw thousands of Caneda
Geese and just as many Pintails feeding in one of the refuge cornfields.
We searched the area for Snmow and Blue Geese but found none. After
signing in at headquarters and eating our lunch, we walked to the first
tower. We didn't have much luck there so we headed down a new trail
that has just been opened. The most interesting bird we saw along that
trail was a Winter Wren. It started raining herder so we headed back to
the car and drove down to the dike. On our way we saw a small bird with
white wing markings in a cornfield. We stopped and investigated. After
chasing it around a bit, we found it was a Snow Bunting, a life bird for
most of us.

A few minutes later we stopped the car and started on foot along
the CCC dike road. We walked along, seeing a few ducks and a few spar-
rows, when all of a sudden a large bird flew up in front of us. It was
an American Bittern. As we walked farther along the trail we noticed an
eagle sitting on a tree. We thought at first it wes an immature Brld
Eagle but when we got close we saw it was an adult Golden Eagle.

In a little while we reached the tower. ie found Barn Owl pellets
under the tower, picked up as many as we could, put them in a bag, and
saved them for future study. While we were at the tower we saw thou-
sands of Canada Geese, and feeding with them were a few Snows and Blues.
We watched them for awhile and then startéd out again. By the time we
reached the car we were pretty tired. It must be three miles around the
dike road. On the way home we counted up and realized we had observed
61 speclieas. We never imasgined we would see so many interesting birds on

such a miserable day.
St. Michaels
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THE FIRST DAY OF THE YEAR
Dan Gibson

On Januery 1, I.left home at about 7 a.m. on my bicycle, bound to
pick up a lot of species to start off my year's list. The bird I wanted
most to find was a Short-eared Owl that I had seen several days earlier
near Chestertown. I went to the field where I had seen it, but to no
avall.

I went from there to Brice's Mill Pond. Here I picked up two drake
Gadwalls swimming with some Baldpates. The Gadwalls were life-listers.
Also at the pond, I saw Carolina Wrens, Tufted Titmice and Red-bellied
Woodpeckers.

From here I rode on to finish my trip along the Chester River.
When I arrived at the river, I saw Canvas-backs, Ruddy Ducks, a Creat
Blue Jeron, and Ring-billed and Herring Gulls. When I got home after
my morning's trip, I had seen thirty-five species.

After lunch my mother took me down to Quaker Neck Landing by car.
There I saw Horned and Pied-billed Grebes, American Golden-eyes, whis-
tling Swans and a Sparrow Hawk. Then she took me to St. Paul's Church
where I saw a Golden-crowned Kinglet in the pines, a Myrtle Warbler, and
a pair of Ring-necked Ducks on a nearby pond. After this it was getting
late so we headed for home.

On the way I tabulated my day's tally and found that I had seen
fifty-one specles, which is the best I've ever done on a winter day.
Chestertown

OUR TRIP TO THE GLEMN L. MARTIN REFUGE
Michael Messix

We took our trip on March 3, 1957. MLy friend Terry Moore and his
father and mother took Wilbur Rittenhouse and me to the Glenn L. Martin
Refuge near Chestertown in Kent County.

we started about 12:30 for the refuge. On our way we saw many
birds, including Red-~tailed Hawk, Sparrow Hawk and Wilson's Snipe. We
errived at the refuge about 1:30. There we saw 20,000 Canada Geese, 9
Snow Geese, 4 Blue Geese, 100 Mallards, 2 Black Ducks and 100 Pintails.
e watched them about a half hour, then we drove on. We turned around
near a lake and saw a Canvas-back. We arrived home about 3 o'clock. We
had sbout 44 birds at this time.

Terry and I looked for birds about two more hours, antil we had 50
species for the afternoon.
Queen Anne
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JUNIOR ACHIEVERS
Richard L. Kleen

A new corporation is greating great interest in Talbot County.
This organization is unusual in that none of its members is older than
fourteen. It is called the Nature Construction Company and manufactures
bird houses and bird feeders. The eix boys who make up the company are
all members of the Talbot County Junior Bird Club. The orzanization 18
sponsored as 8 junior achievement program by the Talbot clubd of the
Maryland Ornithological Society. In order to raige money to begin the
enterprise, twenty-six shares of stock were sold at one dollar per
share. A 10 percent dividend has been declared and quarterly reports
will be gent to all stockholders. The St. lichaels High School has
kindly permitted the boys to use its shop facilities for the nominal
charge of one bird house a month. Three designs have been created to
dete: a feeder, a wren house, and a bluebird house. Each sells for
%1.50. The company expects to have a selection of houses and feeders
at the State Convention in Mlay. We hope you all will visit the display
and that you will feel free to ask questions of the juniors who have
created this worthwhile enterprise. The members of the organization are

Meade Lloyd, President Herndon Steilkie, Production Manager
Ronald Soulsman, Treasurer Ray Barrison, Research lianager
Brian Steilkle, Secretary James Vosnell, Architect

36 ¢ 6 3 2 3¢ JF S 4t 3 4t 4b SF 4F S8 Jb 3 d6 3t 3t 4t 3F 3F 36 SF S 36 3F 3F 3t 3 4F 9 36 3t 3¢ 3 3¢ 3 %

BETTER BINOCULARS FOR BIRDING

We Offer You:

SIX models especially adapted = by our Experts - for birding! s &
THREE different grades of glasses = with umusual quality comparison!

TWO scopes - with built-in tripod adapter; several eyepieces; & turret!
ALL instruments on 30 day trial} ALL = Irrespective of price = with our
Famous l-year Free-Service Guarantee!

(Send for price list with full details)
PR R

ALL MAKES precision repaired, If yours does not function
perfectly, send it for FREE Collimator check and report
LR N NYE R
FREE "Know Your Binoculars® booklet and "How to Check Aligmment leaflet
Reprints of our articles published in Audubon Magazine
(Also read our NEW article in March-April 1957 Audubon Magazins)
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If you have a binocular problem, write us -~ we answer questions persomally

MIRAKEL OPTICAL <O, Ao Corlos¥o

14 WEST FIRST STREET .
MOUNT VERNON, N. Y. Binocular Specialists Since 1923
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N E W M EM B E R S

Mrs. J. Page Bowie, Bay Ridge Farm, Annapolis

Mrs. John Buser, 7 West Elliott Rd., Annapolis

Mrs. Clarence C. Bush, Virginia Ave., Route 3, Bel Air

Ropald B. Bush, Virginia Ave., Route 3, Bel Air

Gen., Clifton Cates, U, S. Marine Corps, Retired, annapolis

Mr. S. Eldredge, R. R. 4, Box 155, wWinchester

Mr. and Mrs. James Fountain, Easton

Mr., Jay Fountain, Easton

Mr. Jeff Fountain, ZXaston

Miss Peggy Fountain, Easton

Mr, Harvey Hall, Edgewater, Annapolis

Lieut. & Mrs. Faul Jones, U.S. Marine Quarters, N. Severn, Annapolis
Garry MacMillan, Wakeley Terrace, Box 247A, Route 3, Bel Ailr
Mrs. Harriet McCord, Oxford

Mre. Herbert Orth, Easton

Mra. J. L. Pancoast, 135 Spa View Ave., Anpapolis

Mrs. Charles Richardson, Jr., 126 S. Main St., Bel Air

Mrs. Joseph Toth, 30 Upshur Rd., U.S.N.A., Annapolis

Dr. & Mrs. Philip F. Wagley, 21 Meadow Road, Baltimore 12

¥iss Connie Walter, R. F. D. 2, Middletown

Miss Louise Weagly, Broad St., lMiddletown

Miss Barbara Weaver, 117 West 2nd St., Frederick. MOhawk 3-6434
Rev. Merval Weaver, 117 West 2nd St., Frederick. MOhawk 3-6434
Mrs. W, M. Weber, 37 Upshur Rd., U.S.N.A., Annapolis

Mrs. J. McKenny Willis, Jr., Easton

Mrs. Albert Wittenberg, Apt. 3-B2, 114 Franklin St., KHorristown, N.J.

C OMIN G E V ENT S
May 3 Harford Club regnlar meeting, Bel Air Librery, 7:30 p.m.
4 Anne Arundel Club field trip to Sherwood Forest
4 M, 0. S, STATEWIDE BIRD COUNT. Send lists promptly to Mr.
Percy Jones, 3504 Fairview Ave., Baltimore 16
S5 Takoma Park field trip to Pennyfield Lock
8 Baltimore Club seminar, Natural History Socisty, 8 p.m.
10-12 MARYLAND ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY STATE CONVENTION at Ocean
City. Register with Mrs.Conner, Hastings Hotel, Ocean City
13 Takoma Park regular meeting
15 Baltimore Club seminar, Natural History Society, 8 p.m.
17 Talbot Club field trip to Tilghmen's Island
22 Baltimore Cludb seminer, Natural History Soclety, 8 p.m.
25 Allegany Club field trip to Blaclwater Falls, W. Va.
25 Baltimore Club field trip to Woodstock
26 Baltimore Club field trip to Fortesque, N..J.
26 Talbot Club field trip to Deep Neck
29 Baltimore Club seminar, Natural History Society, 8 p.m.
June 1 Caroline Club anmusal picnic’
1 Baltimore Club field trip to Mrs. Gorsuch's
6 Talbot Cludb annusl picnic
7?7 Harford Club regular meeting, Bel Air Library, 7:30 p.m.
9 Allegany Club field trip to Cecapon State Park, W. Va.
16 Takoma Park regnlar meeting
14-16 Allegany Club weekend trip to Garrett County
17-21 Allegany Cludb Junior Camp, Pleasant Valley, Garrett County



