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Editorial Policy

Ontario Birds is the journal of the
Ontario Field Ornithologists. . Its aim
is to provide a venicle for the docu-
mentation of the birds of Ontario. We
encourage the submission of full
length articles or short notes on the

_ status of bird species in Ontario, sig-
nificant provincial or county distribu-
tional records, tips on bird identifica-
tion, behaviourat observations of birds
in Ontario, location guides to signifi-
cant birdwatching areas in Ontario,
book reviews and similar matesal of

interest on Ontario birds. We do not
accept submissions dealing with
“lising” and we discourage Seasonal
Reports of bird sightings as these are
covered by Bird Finding in Canada
and American Birds, respectively.
Distributional records of species for
which the Ontario Bird Records
Committee (OBRC) requires docu-
mentation must be accepted by them
before they can be published in
Ontario Birds.
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Letter to the Editor

Collection of sandpipers

defended

Thank you for giving us the opportu-
nity to reply to Jim Cocy’s criticisms
of our work in Canada. We would like
to make just a few comments.

We realize that some people cannot
justify the scicentific collecting of
birds. However, carefully permitied
collecting does not adversely affect
bird populations. Admittedly, collect-
ing docs cause the demise of individu-
al birds. But birds have been shown to
have floating populations of nonbreed-
ing individuals that replace jost breed-
ers. It is by the destruction of habitat
that bird species are threatened or lost.
Furthermore, our collecting in Canada
was limited to only ten specimens of a
species that is plentiful in Canada
(although not seen in huge flocks).

Mr. Coey does not seem to realize
that the brecding data we obtained
from Solitary Sandpipers were inci-
dental to our study. We were studying
the internal parasites of these birds to
answer the question as to the effects of
intercontinental avian migration on
parasites. We also collected birds in
the United States and Ecuador. The
study encompassed several years of

work and was published in The
American Midland Naturalist. In any
event, the birds to be studied had to be
killed. We did not throw these corpscs
away, but prepared them as scientific
specimens and gave the skins 1o the
National Muscum of Canada. Because
we carclully noted gonadal conditions,
we were able (o contribute our note for
Canadian omithology. We belicve this
was a discernible gain in knowledge
that was, albeit, beyond the scope of
our original study.

Finally, we would give laurcls to the
Canadian Wildlife Service for not
being xenophobic or nationalistic but,
instead, judging our application on its
scientific merits. As we stated above,
we were conscientious about the
preservation of the specimens and the
data that pertained to them, we did not
“blast away” Canadian birds since we
collccted only a small number, and we
left materials collected in Canada
within the country. We trust that
Canadian nationals are given the same
respect, review, and courtesy that we
received from the CWS.

Thank you,

Dan and Erika Tallman
Aberdecn, South Dakota

Wanted: Original Photographs and Artwork
for Ontario Birds

Calling all artists and photographerst Have you ever looked at the illustrations in
Ontario Birds and felt that you could produce something as good, if not better?
Weli, herc’s your chance. The Journal needs original artwork (preferably pen-and-
ink although some pencil drawings will reproduce well) and photographs 1o usc in
upcoming issues. Photos should ideally be black-and-white prints (please don't
send negatives) of identifiable birds and preferably taken in Ontario. We can con-
vert good quality colour slides or prints to black-and-white prints and will then re-
turn the originals. Artwork will also be returned. Thanks {or your help.

Donald M. Fraser, Editor, Ontario Bird s
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