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The Palm Beach County introduction of the exotic northern curly-tailed lizard (

 

Leio-
cephalus carinatus armouri

 

) was reported to have occurred as a result of 20 pairs re-
leased in Palm Beach during the 1940s, with an expanded range of approximately 20
city blocks by 1959 (see reviews in Duellman and Schwartz 1958, King 1960, Weigl et al.
1969). By 1968, this population had extended 3.2

 

 

 

km north and 5.6 km south (Weigl et
al. 1969). By 1986, the species was common farther south at Woolbright Road and the
Intracoastal Waterway in Boynton Beach (Smith and Engeman in press); and later was
reported 16 May 1999 at the extreme southern end of Martin County (Hauge and But-
terfield 2000), which sits on the northern border of Palm Beach County. A recent survey
of this population conducted in September 2002 suggested a minimum north-south
range expansion of at least 46.3 km south, and 34.1 km north, beyond the 1968 bound-
aries (Smith et al. in review).

We here report an earlier finding of northern curly-tailed lizards in Martin County
than the May 1999 county record observation. At approximately 12:15 on 12 May 1994,
HTS observed a ca. 7-8 cm SVL (snout to vent length) specimen in a parking area at the
northeast corner of the intersection of County Line Road and U.S. Highway 1, in Martin
County. Three adult lizards (ca. 6-8 cm SVL) were observed at the same location at
about 15:30 on 13 May. From 1994 to the present this species has been readily seen at
the intersection (HTS pers. obs.). This location is only .3 km south of the site reported by
Hauge and Butterfield (2000); however, the observations are 5 years earlier. Not know-
ing the documented range of the species at the time of these observations in 1994, but
knowing the lizard to be abundant regionally (Smith and Engeman in press), HTS pre-
viously dismissed these observations because they were thought unremarkable. Our re-
cent interest in this species and subsequent literature review have spurred this report
of an earlier finding. We suggest wildlife biologists occasionally review their “ancient”
field notes, and share information with colleagues, so that similar data not be unceremo-
niously overlooked or dismissed.

L

 

ITERATURE

 

 C

 

ITED

 

D

 

UELLMAN

 

, W. E., 

 

AND

 

 A. S

 

CHWARTZ

 

. 1958. Amphibians and reptiles of southern Florida.
Bulletin Florida State Museum 3(5):181-342. 

H

 

AUGE

 

, J. B., 

 

AND

 

 B. P. B

 

UTTERFIELD

 

. 2000. 

 

Leiocephalus carinatus armouri

 

 (northern
curlytail lizard). USA: Florida: Martin Co. Herpetological Review 31:53.

K

 

ING

 

, W. 1960. New populations of West Indian reptiles and amphibians in southeastern
Florida. Quarterly Journal Florida Academy of Sciences 23:71-73.



 

N

 

OTES

 

133

S

 

MITH

 

, H. T., 

 

AND

 

 R. M. E

 

NGEMAN

 

. In press. 

 

Leiocephalus carinatus armouri

 

 (northern
curly-tailed lizard) opportunistic predation. Herpetological Review.

S

 

MITH

 

, M. M., H. T. S

 

MITH

 

, 

 

AND

 

 R. M.E

 

NGEMAN

 

. In review. Extensive north-south range
expansion of an exotic lizard in the Palm Beach, Florida area USA. Caribbean Jour-
nal of Science.

W

 

EIGL

 

, G. L., R. G. D

 

OMEY

 

, 

 

AND

 

 W. R. C

 

OURTENAY

 

, J

 

R

 

. 1969. Survival and range expan-
sion of the curly-tailed lizard, 

 

Leiocephalus carinatus armouri

 

, in Florida. Copeia
1969:841-842.




