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I especially enjoyed Dr. Kilham’s observations of birds and mammals at “the Pickledish,”
a series of ponds in a granite basin in New Hampshire. Sadly, it was violated by a bulldozer.
I wish the book had advised me of its fate, so that I could have directed a more precise
curse at “progress.”

The author has traveled and behavior-watched quite widely. There is, for example, a
delightful chapter on Central America.

Dr. Kilham's conclusion is worth noting: “What I like about behavior-watching . . . is
that it not only strengthens my bonds with the beauty of nature, but also my empathy with
living things. Goethe thought the worst thing that can happen to man is alienation from
nature. Merging with nature for the time that one is absorbed in watching some bird or
animal is a way of hanging onto the fundamental self that, in many people, seems in danger
of extinction.”—Ken Morrison, Kingfisher Cove, Babson Park, Florida 33827.

REPORT

Summary of the 1989 spring meeting.—The spring 1989 meeting of the Florida Orni-
thological Society was held at the Holiday Inn Riverfront in Bradenton, Florida, from 28-30
April. Manatee County Audubon Society was the host chapter, and Meric Woodward was
the local committee chairman.

During the Board meeting on Friday, Naomi Edelson of the University of Florida was
awarded the Helen G. and Allan D. Cruickshank Research Award for work on “Foraging
ecology of wading birds: use of altered wetlands in Polk County, Florida.” With the pro-
ceeds from the FOS Dry Tortugas trip, the endowment of the Research Fund is now over
$10,000. The President announced the receipt of a grant for $5,603 from the Frank Stanley
Beveridge Foundation for the purchase of a computer. The Board voted a dues increase
effective in 1990. A grant of $800 was voted for the Florida Breeding Bird Atlas project.

During the annual membership meeting on Saturday, new officers and directors were
elected. Their names appear elsewhere in this issue.

The paper session on Saturday afternoon consisted of a workshop on Burrowing Owls
moderated by Brian Millsap of the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission.
Speakers were Brian Mealy of the Museum of Science in Miami on the status of Burrowing
Owls in Dade and Broward Counties, Julie Hovis of FGFWFC on the status in the Florida
Keys, and Cindy Bear of the Audubon Society of Southwest Florida and Brian Millsap on
the impact of urban growth at Cape Coral. A question and answer session followed the
presentations.

The skin quiz, prepared by Dr. J. W. Hardy of the University of Florida, consisted
mostly of wings only. Glen Woolfenden won first prize, a photo of a Great Egret by Don
Bansen of Manatee County Audubon. Bill Pranty won second prize, a set of tapes of calls
of birds of Mexico from ARA Records.

Dr. James Layne of Archbold Biological Station was the banquet speaker on Saturday
evening, He spoke on the natural history of the Crested Caracara and his work with the
species. Before the banquet program, outgoing President Dave Goodwin recognized
Caroline Coleman for her long and devoted service as Treasurer. Wes Biggs presented a
framed Ray Harm print of a Purple Martin and a set of “Oceanic Birds of South America”
by Robert Cushman Murphy to Bill Pranty of Pasco County as Breeding Bird Atlas Coor-
dinator of the Year.

Field trips were held to Fort DeSoto Park; to Beer Can Island and Selby Gardens; and
to Riverview, Simmons Park, and Little Manatee River State Recreation Area. A boat
trip to the National Audubon Washburn Sanctuary in Terra Ceia Bay was also provided.

The usual good time was had by all. The fall meeting will be 6-8 October in Titusville.—
Bruce Neville, 8221 SW 72 Ave., #273, Miami, Florida 33143.





