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Ruddy Quail Dove again at Dry Tortugas.—About noon on 15 December 1977, a cold
day with severe northwesterly squalls, Given found and photographed a large, reddish dove
on the second tier of Fort Jefferson, Dry Tortugas, Monroe County, Florida. She saw the bird
make a short flight to a more sheltered location but failed to find it in a thorough search the
following day. The photographs readily identify the bird as a male Ruddy Quail Dove
(Geotrygon montana), the dull color of the crown (brownish shading to gray on the
forehead) suggesting that it had not attained full adult plumage. We thank Albert Schwartz
of Miami for permitting Robertson to compare the photos with specimens in the Albert
Schwartz Collection of West Indian birds. Copies of the set of two color prints have been
deposited in bird record photo files at the South Florida Research Center and the Tall
Timbers Research Station.

This record is the fifth report of the species from Florida and the second from Dry Tor-
tugas. The previous occurrences were: Key West, 8 December 1888, specimen (Scott 1889);
Key West, May 1923, captured alive (Hollister 1925); Tavernier, Key Largo, 13 February
1952, sight record (Sprunt 1954:238); and, Garden Key, Dry Tortugas, 13 May 1962, partial
remains collected (Robertson and Mason 1965:135). Because the species exhibits strong sexual
dimorphism of plumage (males rufous, females olive-brown), one can determine from
published accounts that at least four of the five individuals so far found in Florida were males.
(The brief description of the 1923 Key West record includes no information on this point.) As
seems usual for Florida records of West Indian birds (Robertson and Kushlan 1974), none of
the occurrences of the Ruddy Quail Dove can be attributed definitely to hurricane transport.
All records followed hurricane seasons in which no tropical storms moved across the species’
usual range and thence to Florida. Assuming that the present bird is most likely to have
originated in western Cuba (100 mi S), one can speculate that the intense flow of air from the
south which commonly precedes the arrival of strong cold fronts may account for its presence
at Dry Tortugas.

For all Florida records of vagrant West Indian birds it is necessary to consider the
possibility of escaped captives or accidental transport on boats. This is especially true for
largely terrestrial, forest birds such as the Ruddy Quail Dove. Referring to the 1962 record at
Dry Tortugas, Paulson commented (Paulson and Stevenson 1962:401), “The fact that there
are now four records of this species in Florida is puzzling to those who know it as a non-
migratory bird of dense tropical forest. Can these records all be attributed to human in-
fluencer” Complete assurance that a particular record represents natural vagrancy doubtless
can never be achieved, but several lines of argument suggest that the Ruddy Quail Dove may
not be as sedentary as is generally thought. ffrench (1973:195) writes, *“. . . some migration or
dispersal evidently occurs, since I trapped a male on Soldado Rock on 1 October.” Soldado
Rock is a barren islet lying about 135 miles off the southwestern cape of Trinidad. It is also rele-
vant that the Ruddy Quail Dove shows little geographical variation over an enormous range
embracing the West Indies and humid areas virtually throughout the continental Neotropics.
Griscom (1932:119) stated that its wide range without subspecific variation must indicate an
unusual degree of genetic stability in an “ancient stock”. It is equally arguable, however, that
movement of birds between populations effectively cancels local variation. Much the same
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argument applies for another recent Antillean vagrant to Florida, the Key West Quail Dove
(Geotrygon chrysia), which occurs widely in the Bahamas and Greater Antilles without
geographical variation. Audubon (in Howell 1932:282), in addition, reported seeing Key
West Quail Daves in the Straits of Florida supposedly migrating from Cuba to the Florida
Keys. From their present ranges and lack of variation it seems possible that both of the widely
distributed species of quail doves in the West Indies disperse fairly readily between islands. If
so, it is not surprising that they occasionally reach southern Florida.
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Notes on the food habits of the Burrowing Owl in Duval County, Florida.—The Florida
Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia floridana) has recently been expanding its range in
northern Florida, apparently invading and occupying newly cleared land (Ligon 1963, Auk
80: 367-368; Courser 1979, Amer. Birds 13: 143-144). The recently established and appar-
ently successful owl colony at Imeson Industrial Park (formerly Imeson Airport) in North
Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida, roughly 33 km south of the Georgia border, may repre-
sent the current northernmost breeding limit of the subspecies. Burrowing Owls have been
established at Imeson since at least 1976 when two burrows (and at least two owls) were pres-
ent, This small owl population has continued to increase with at least three pairs of adults
fledging a total of 12 young in 1979 (S. Grimes, pers. comm.).

The burrows at Imeson are located in an open prairie-like habitat consisting of a sparse
cover of short grasses with widely scattered pine trees (1-2 m in height) in sandy soil. Pellets
and scattered prey remains collected at the burrows during May 1977 were examined and
analyzed to determine food habits, as little such data is available on Florida Burrowing Owls.

All intact pellets contained sand, ranging from 3% to 60% of the total contents by
volume. Eighty percent of the pellets at burrow B contained plant material. All of these con-
tained grass stems and one contained a 10 cm by 3 cm piece of Nostoc, a fresh water blue-
green alga. None of the pellets at burrow A contained any noticeable plant material. The
presence of sand and plant matter in burrowing owl pellets has been related to nest excavation
and accidental ingestion with prey (Thomsen 1971, Condor 73: 177-192).





