
Florida Field Naturalist Vol .  2 Spring 1974 

juvenile Leas t  Tern,  but found the same number of adult-plumaged L e a s t s  
and Rosea tes .  T h e  two Leas t  Tern ne s t s  contained the same number of 
eggs  a s  before and were being closely attended by adults .  One c lu tch  of 
Rosea te  eggs  had disappeared and the other 3 ne s t s  of Rosea t e s  now held 
one egg  each.  

We have no  later information on th i s  nest ing,  but it  i s  of interest  that  
Le a s t  Terns  have again attempted t o  ne s t  a;t Dry Tortugas after an absence  
of almost  25  years .  We have deposi ted two photographs of the two-egg 
L e a s t  Tern nes t  (courtesy of Marsha L. Winegarner) a t  Everglades National 
Park t o  document the record. Glen E. Woolfenden, Dept. o f  Biology, Univ. 
o f  South Florida, Tampa, Fla. 33620, and William B. Robertson, Jr., Ever- 
glades National Park, Homestead, Fla. 33030. 

Lesser Black-backed Gulls in Florida 
T h e  Les se r  Black-backed Gull (Larus  fuscus j  was  f i rs t  reported in the 

Western Hemisphere during the early 1930's  from along the c o a s t s  of the 
mid-Atlantic s t a t e s .  Since then records of the spec i e s  from North America 
have increased dramatically, and now the  bird i s  known from eastern Canada 
and the Great Lakes  region in  the North to T e x a s  and Florida i n  the  South. 
We obtained the  f i rs t  Florida specimen (CEW 4440) on 22 February 1971 
a long  the Courtney-Campbell Causeway in Hillsborough County. It  i s  a 
male in adult  plumage, weighing 938 g with moderate fat.  It proved t o  be of 
the western European race ,  L. f .  graellsii ,  which, a s  far a s  we know, i s  the 
only subspec ies  known to  occur in  the Western Hemisphere. Our ident if ica-  
tion was  corroborated by Eugene Eisenmann with u se  of specimens a t  t h e  
American Museum of Natural History. A l l  other North American records of 
t h i s  s p e c i e s  known t o  u s  a l s o  a re  of adult-plumaged individuals ,  even' 
though immature gu l l s  typically wander farther than older birds. Most likely 
t h i s  i s  the c a s e  a l s o  for the Les se r  Black-backed Gull,  but immatures pro- 
bably a r e  overlooked because  they a re  virtually indistinguishable from im- 
mature Herring Gulls (Larus argen tatus). 

Only one sighting of the L e s s e r  Black-backed Gullexisted for Florida 
prior to  the  1970's ,  a bird observed by Alexander Sprunt, Jr . ,  and others  a t  
Key West in  1938. Wisely i t  was  relegated to the Hypothetical L i s t  in the 
a bse nce  of a voucher specimen (Sprunt, 1954. Florida Bird Life. Coward- 
McCann, Inc. ,  New York City). Six s ight  records have been published s i nce  
our collection of the f i rs t  specimen (American Birds, vols. 25-27): one 
from McKay Bay,  Tampa;  3 in the Florida Keys;  one a t  Cape  Canaveral ;  
and  one a t  Marco Island. The  Marco sight ing occurred in early May, but all 
others a re  from mid-October to early March, including two ins tances  of ap-  
parently the  same individual remaining a t  the same local i ty a l l  winter. To  
our knowledge no  great  increase  in  experienced observers  h a s  taken p lace  
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i n  Florida during the  p a s t  10 t o  15 years ,  therefore we s u s p e c t  t h e s e  recen t  
records a r e  indicat ive of a real  increase  in  t h i s  European vagrant in Florida. 
L o c a l  observers  have a good opportunity t o  document the ear ly his tory of 
t h i s  s p e c i e s  i n  F lor ida ,  hut we urge careful  study before idehtifications 
a r e  decided upon. Both of u s  have  wi tnessed  erroneous ident i f icat ions when 
observers  attempted t o  dis t inguish between the L e s s e r  Black-backed Gull 
and t h e  Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus), which defini te ly is i n -  
c reas ing  a s  a winter resident  in  Florida. Glen E. Woolfenden and Ralph W. 
Sch.reiher, Department o f  Biology, University o f  South Florida, Tampa, 
Florida 33620. 

ERRATUM 

Through inadvertence,  the  pages  were not numbered in volume 1. 
number 2, of th i s  journal. T h e  edi tor ial  should be  numbered page  17 and 
the remaining pages  numbered consecut ively through page  38. T h e  page  
numbers appearing i n  the t ab le  of con ten ts  on the  outs ide back cover a r e  i n  
error. 
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