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est ing to s e e  that th is  ability was well developed in the downy chicks. 
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Evidence for Leaming to Feed in Laughing Gulls 
Considerable recent information indicates that feeding ability improves 

with age  and experience in several genera of birds whose feeding methods 
require capture of live prey - Pelecanrrs (Orians, Anim. Behav., 17: 316- 
319, 1969); Florida (Recher and Recher, Anim. Behav., 17: 320-322, 1969); 
Sterna (Dunn, Ibis, 114: 360-366. 1972). Our note presents  evidence for the 
development of feeding behavior for the Laughing Gull (Larus  atricilla). 

On 29 July 1973 on the Gulf of Mexico beach at  Manasota Key, Char- 
lotte Co., Florida we cast-netted large numbers of 4 t o  9 em Scaled  Sar- 
dines (Harengula pensacolae). Laughing Gulls continuously cruise along 
th is  beach, and when we threw fish into the air in front of one, i t  wheeled. 
cal led,  and came to the food. Within approximately 5 minutes. 15  to  20 
gulls were circling and swooping over us  a s  we tossed fish into the air. 
Judging by i t s  distinct plumage, one of the gulls  was  a juvenile, not more 
than 3 months old. The remainder were birds in adult plumage. T h e  adult 
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gulls circled with the downwind passage  about 2 t,o 4 meters over our heads. 
When we tossed  a fish into the path of one, it caught the fish eas i ly ,  often 
performing int,ricate aerial  maneuvers to do so .  We counted only 12 misses  
in  97 to s se s  in which we judged t,he adult should have caught the fish. 

The  juvenile, on the other hand, hovered out of the  mainstream of the 
flock approximately 1 0  t o  1 3  meters above and to one side of us. It cal led 
frequently, behavior rarely exhibited by the adults ,  and whenever we t,hrew 
a f ish in i t s  direct,ion, i t  attempted to avoid rather than catch it.  It ap- 
peared to  be curious about the other gulls '  activity but seemed unaware of 
how to become involved and what to do, After several  minut,es of hovering 
nearby, t,he young bird joined the flight pattern of the adults  but remained 
about 4 t o  9 meters over our heads. We attempted to direct fish toward th is  
young individual and in circumstances similar t,o those of the  adult the  
juvenile caught only one of 23 fish. In four of these  c a s e s  an  adult  s to le  
the f ish before t,he young could respond. The  one f i sh  the young captured 
was the l a s t  one thrown, approxin~at,ely ten minutes after i t  joined the 
flock. 

Wat,ching th i s  bird, i t  was obvious t o  us  that a t  first i t  w a s  at tracted 
to the flock of gulls ,  and only after a period of time did i t  real ize that food 
was available. Then i t  required practice t,o learn how to catch a tossed  
fish. Although th is  i s  a rather unusual feeding technique, along Florida 
beaches hun~ans  commonly throw food to hovering gulls  and th is  may be a n  
important supplemental food source. We believe th i s  is an example of the 
learning process involved in the feeding methods of Laughing Gulls and 
perhaps shows one of the  select ive factors contributingto mortality of newly 
independent young. 

J.J. Dinsmore and F.E. Lohrer made a valuable comment on th is  

manuscript. Ralph W. Schreiber and Sanford N .  Young, Department o f  
Biology, University o f  South Florida, Tampa, Florida, 33620. 

A Black-capped Petrel Specimen from Florida 

The Black-capped Petrel  (Pterodroma hasi tata)  i s  a rare bird anywhere 
in North America (Palmer, 1962). and may exist only in small numbers 
throughout the world because of habitat alteration (Wingate, 1964) and, 
possibly, more recently because of high DDT body loads  (Wingate and 
Wurster, 1968). Of approximately 12 records from North America, most are 
of individuals blown nort,h and inland by oceanic storms. The two previous 
records from Florida, both based on specimens, a r e  from near the Indian 
River Inlet, winter 1846-47 (see Sprunt, 1954). and the WCTV tower, fa l l  of 
1964 (Stoddard and Norris, 1967). The  specimen here reported w a s  found 
s ick  on Melbourne Beach, Brevard County, on 14  June  1972, by an  employee 
of the Animal Control Department,, and i t  was given to Kale by Carlton 




