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to the heron and withdrew to perhaps 100 meters. The hawk did not resume
its repast, so we drove away to assure it privacy.

On 19 January 1969 another Insular Red-shouldered Hawk crashed into
Black Mangrove (Avicennia nitida) pneumatophores beside my boat, barely
missing a Green Heron (Butorides virescens) I assumed that prey of that
size could be carried, but a big, gangly Louisiana Heron being borne through
the air by one of these buteos was astonishing. This species can make off
with prey of almost unbelievable size and weight. On 21 November 1970
Paul Fellers and 1 parked just 2 m from an immature Red-shouldered Hawk
in Lake County which frantically got away from us with its full-grown Gray
Squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis), by dragging and actually lifting it in very
short, laborious flights, That young hawk very possibly was briefly lifting
a weight equalto its own. Perhaps even heavier was the small Opossum
(Didelphis marsupialis) which I saw an adult Red-shoulder carry off strong-
ly on 10 March 1978 in Polk County.

Specimens at the University of Miami include south Florida Red-
shouldered- Hawks of 384, 402, 409, 424, and 584 grams, Louisiana Herons
ol 265, 299, 378, 380, and 390 grams, and Gray Squirrels of 401, 410, and
499 grams. John B. Edscorn, Rt. 14, Box 350, Lakeland, Florida 33801.

Glossy Ibis Nesting in Southermn Florida

Although the QGlossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) nests commonly at
Kings Bar in Lake Okeechobee, there are only a few records, all over 30
years old, of its nesting further south in Florida. A few pairs were reported
to have nested in large mixed-species colonies of wading birds at Shark
River in 1934 and at an unnamed southwest coastal river in 1940 (Allen,
1934a, b; Baker, 1940). A few were also reported to have nested in 1940
at a-colony north of Tamiami Trail (Baker, 1940). Considering the incom-
pleteness of existing information on the early history of southern Florida
wading birds, the two reports of nesting near Shark River suggest that the
Glossy Ibis probably nested there irregularly and in small numbers through-
out the 1930’s. The record from Tamiami Trail is certainlya single episode.

Despite relatively intensive coverage of wading bird colonies after
the 1930’s, sponsored by the National Audubon Society,Everglades National
Park, and other agencies, there had been no additional nesting records
south of Lake Okeechobee until the spring of 1973. At that time we found
Glossy Ibis nesting in a wading bird colony located about 2.5 km south of
State Road 84 (Alligator Alley) between U.S. Highway 27 and the Miami
Canal in the Everglades of Conservation Area 3. The colony was composed
primarily of White Ibis (Eudocimus albus), Great Egrets (Casmerodius al-
bus), Louisiana Herons (Hydranassa tricolor), and Snowy Egrets (Egretta
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thula). Due to the difficulty of reaching the colony, it was not visited until
25 May. By then, young ibis of both species were able to fly but were still
in the colony. A fledgling Glossy Ibis, found injured, died in captivity on
21 June 1973. The skin is deposited in the reference collection of the
University of Miami (UMRC 7497). By the time of our visit, it was not pos-
sible to estimate the number of nesting Glossy Ibis. However, previous
counts of the number of Glossy Ibis entering and leaving the colony suggest
that there were approximately 600 nests, This tallies well with a count of
1300 Glossy Ibis which roosted on an island north of Tamiami Trail just
prior to the nesting season.

This is the first proven nesting of Glossy Ibis in the Everglades.
However, a few were seen all spring in 1972 at a White Ibis colony located
about 11 km south of the 1973 colony (Kushlan, 1973). Although no nests
or young were found in that colony, they could have been overlooked due to
its size.

We would like to thank Mr. Carl Gage of Key Largo, Florida, for
piloting the flight on which the colony was discovered. We would also like
to take this opportunity t¢ acknowledge our indebtednessto Michael Ardoin,
biologist, teacher, and friend.
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A New North Florida Wood Stork Colony

On 24 June 1973 we visited a previously unreported Wood Stork
(Mycteria americana) nesting site on Black Hammock Island in northeastern
Duval County (R. 28 E., T. 1 N. Sec. 15). Approximately 30 nests and 65
young storks, some almost able to fly, were observed. The colony was in a
two-acre Black Tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica) and Buttonbush (Cephalanthus
occidentalis) swamp. All stork nests were in Black Tupelo and were from
2 to 10 meters above 30 centimeters of standing water. Other species of
wading birds nesting in this swamp in order of their abundance were Cattle
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