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WOOD STORK NESTING IN NORTH FLORIDA 

Stephen A. Nesbitt 

The number of Wood Storks (Mycteria americana) nesting in Florida 
north of Marion County i s  poorly documented. Pearson (1892) identified 
two colonies in that part of Florida, one in a cypress swamp 17 miles 
southwest of Archer (Levy Co.) and the other, which contained hundreds 
of birds,20 milesfrom New Troy. Baynard (1913) stated that in 1906 about 
1,500 pairs bred in a cypress swamp in northeastern Alachua County, but 
that the colony was shot out soon thereafter. Bent (1916) listed three 
north Florida nesting locations: 1) at  Amelia Island. 2) in an unspecified 
s i te  on the St. Johns River, and 3) at St. Augustine. In his book, Florida 
Bird L i f e ,  Howell (1932) stated, "The species was sa id  t o  be breeding 
commonly at Chipley, in northwestern Florida (Washington County) in 
1904." Also, in Figure 10 @age 114) he showed a breeding location near 
Tallahassee,  but the text made no reference to it. It i s  interesting that 
Ogden (1971) related an observation by M. Anderson and H. Cooper a s  
follows: "One or more Wood Storks. May 15, flying toward the St. Marks 
River (south [actually southeast: of Tallahassee) carrying nesting 
material." Perhaps a correlation exis ts  between these two reported nest- 
ing locations, 

During 1972 I knew of four locations of nesting Wood Storks in Florida 
north of Marion County. The most southern was on River Styx north of 
Orange Lake in Alachua County (R.21 3., T. 11 S.). This colony has  a lso  
been referred to a s  "Micanopy" (Ogden, 1971-72). On 4 May 1972 about 
200 adults were seen there, and 24 flightless young were present on 20 
June. This colony has been active for several years and checked regclarly 
by the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish  Commission for the past  4 
years. 

On 21 April, twelve pairs of Wood Storks were seen building nes ts  in 
a swamp on the northeast side of Newnans Lake in Alachua County (R. 21 

7 E., T.  9 S.). On 30 June, about 20 fl ightless young were present. This i s  
probably the first year of activity for this colony which may be a "satel- 
lite" of the larger and more vigorous River Styx colony 14 miles to the 
southeast. 

Another Wood Stork nesting s i te  is located between Guano and Tolo- 
mato Rivers in St. Johns County, not far from St. Augustine (R. 29 E., T.  
6 S.). An aerial  inspection on 30 June revealed 138 birds, 25 of which 
were young of the year. This possibly is the St. Augustine rookery men- 
tioned by Bent. Whether or not th is  is the case.  the colony has  been active 
in  i t s  present location since the early 1930's, according to  Samuel A. 
Grimes (pers. comm.), who has  periodically observed i t  for 40 years. To  
his knowledge, the nesting population has  not changed significantly 
during that time. 

The fourth Wood Stork colony, in eastern Duval County, is within 4 
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miles of Jacksonville Beach (R. 28 E., T. 3 S.). On 30 May nest construc- 
tion was in the later stages, and on 16 August about 50 young were 
present. This rookery has been active for approximately 15 years (Grimes, 
pers. comm.). 

Nests at all 4 sites were in the tops of Bald Cypress (Taxodium 
distichum). In addition to the regularly associated water birds, the Dee 
Dot Ranch colony was near a vulture roost used by 200 or more birds, 
mostly Black Vultures (Coragyps atratus). 

The total number of Wood Storks fledged in north Florida is  small 
compared to those in the remainder of the state - probably about 200 
birds in the north compared to nearly 1,000 in the rest of Florida in 1972 
(Ogden, 1972), but there is comfort in the knowledge that this small part 
of the Florida (and US.) Wood Stork population is  far removed, at least 
geographically. from the impact of civilization bearing down on the wild- 
life environment in southern Florida. The state of Florida should consider 
purchasing any of these colonies which are used consistently. Two of the 
colonies, River Styx and Newnans Lake, are on lands owned mostly by 
Owens-Illinois, Inc., and/or Franklin Lumber Company. The River Styx 
colony has been designated as a Florida Audubon Society Wildlife Sanctu- 
ary under the name "Micanopy Cypress." The Guano River colony exists 
on land owned by Stockton, Whattley, Davin and Company of Jacksonville 
but is  leased by the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission for a 
Game Management Area. Dee Dot Ranch i s  owned by J.E. Davis of 
Jacksonville. 

I am grateful to Lovett E. Williams, Jr. for reviewing early drafts of 
this manuscript. 
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