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Many banders will-look back at their first years banding reconl wit~ 
min[;led emotions and possibly·excuse a pancity. of data by saying th~'_t the fiu~t 
~rec.r is the hardest. EBBA is va,;ue e;s to whether it is the first ;\'car or the 
fu·st 100 yea.rs the.t are hard. Each banding year is different and preseDts its 
o·.·m problems. However, the first year of banclin~ operations at Mrs •. Betty Carnes 
station at Tenafly, :N. J. is exceptional. A h<:~sty glru1ce at this annual repor·i; 
might give one the impression that banclin::; wild birds is ee.sy. Only be.nders ''' ill 
rec-1i ze the great amount of effort necessary to run up such an impressive tota ] , 

From March l5 1 1944 to March 15, 1945, Mrs. Carnes has b;:mcled 1,614 bjr:j •.; 
and:· hnmlled a totP..l of 3,166. Her traps were operated a toto.l of 251 days out of 
the .365. She planned her work so that' she was 'alwnys present at her trR}J"[ling 
s':D.ti{)l'J. who!). she thought the binls would be there in the greatest numl1ers. 

Mrs. M2rie Berls of Elmhurst, N. Y., speaking from her experience over a 
long number of years o:perP.t. ing a simiJ.iD..r sm<1Il· birci st,o::i;t5.on, told. V~rs~ · Ci'irnes · --- ----- ---­
that the months of Ja.nuar:.r ancl FebruP..r~f wore usuP..ll:r slow mo::J.ths. During these 
t·.,o months of this year, Mrs. Carnes handled over 1,000 birds of which 427 vrere 
no ·.-.' oirds to her traps. Tree Sp0.rrov:s to the nun1oer of 239 Perc banded during this 
period, althou~h most of them wore taken early in Februc._ry. Only 6 Tree Spct.rro'"'S · 
v•rere banded in March 1944 Md one of t:1.ese returned this JP..nur:;,ry. This loads one 
to expect ·a goodly return of these birds next winter r-ts experience show1s those 
s;')arrOHS to 00 good 11 returnors II o 

In all 52 sp 9cies were banded in hor gP..rdon incindine; 11"' species of 
Vlarbl ors 11-nd 10 species of SpRrrows. Hor report lists 2S returns •• Tl1.ose nll mc-;r 
be returns, but EBBA t:::kes n hard-boil od view of the matter o.nd fools that somo of 
t~o returns may be doubtful. True returns to this stnt ion inclua.o P. Co\'fbird 9 2 
Robins, a 1!/hi t ~thro ated Sperrov;, a Tree Spnrrow and the runa7,ing totnJ. of 5 SL':'..te­
colorod.· Juncos, a species rrhich EBBA considers a poor 11 retu.r:10r 11 in the }T, Y. -
N. J, area. . . 

. Now that the first ~'ear ie over at tho Carnos Banding station it is felt 
that all members ·will ,join with "Ye Ed" in hoping that subsequent _years will be 
evor;;r bit as succec'sfu.l and returns oml recoveries nill flow bt:i,ck to this f:iri.c, · 
stption :i,.n proportion to the t::reat numb(Cr of bircls bnncted. · · 

GmRGE ,J.X'JCK JR. IS INVENTiNG- A NF.lil HAV!K TPJiP 

1 · · Anyone who. has. tried to bu.ild. a ' ha-..7k trn.p knows it is :J. 11 tough 11 ' job, 
A..11.yone ·.vho knows George Dock roA.lizes th ::tt tho more difficult t:1.e :problem, tho more 
determined ho is to solve it~ He is .nov pcrfcctine; a ·nov! sort of clo.m-shcll not 
tr~ to tnko hn:vrks without .c·:u·w injury. Its trh\ls hav.o been vory promising. EPBA 
ha.s r'J. rough sketch and r:o hope to got more of tho dotn.ils. Incid,t:mta:p.y, ·Mr. Dock 
re-wrote a 6,000 nord article recently for. tho E;nc~rcl0podia: Bri~r.:.nnica on FcJ.conry 
''-'ith much new additions on trnpping, 



Cmilti!ENTS FRGM EERE Alill THERE 

Ralph E. Wetzel of Boiling S-pdnp;s, Pa., writes, "A friend of mi~1e 
hrought me tvro bands teken off the same Purple GrEtckle, (found dead. April 20, 1945) 
- one ba.nd from eacl:. leg, I placed. one of these 'bancls on the 'bi!'d. 1 s leg on 1-'Iarch 
21, 194J. The 'bird never reperttecl. The second 'bo.nd was number l.~2-356l+05. This 
was not my band, The question arises who placed the second 'band on this bircl? rr 

Lieut. and Mrs. Ben B. Coffey, Jr,, (Pardon, it is now Ca.pta.in ~offey, 
Jr.) hr;eve left Hew York and are 'back home in Tennessee. Still in the Army, of 
course-, but 'back in Memphis, which is a little relief from the grind. They can 
'be ad.dressed c::,t the "Coffey Grounds 11 , 672 lJ. Bel vodere, Memphis, 71 To~messoe. 

As Harold S, Poters of Charleston, S, C. prepares for another 4 month 
trip i•1 the North, he dashed off a note to EBBA. He stD.tes he will have a short 
~:!·c~'Y on "Chimney Swifts in Maine" in the July issue of the il1aine Aucl1.1.bon Societ:r 
Ii·ullC'tin and hopes to publish a cov:plote study of Chimney Swift·Higration in -' r: 
::.::-·t:· F 1ll. Vlhilo in Washington stu~dying bru-:..ding returns in prepare_tion for th:)_ :J 
_ ... :.ctr>r paper he c~:uno acro 'ss some intere.sting old.-age returns. A Swift ~--.,lmost 13 · 
~·Gc.:,rs old., a.YJ.other almost 12 and 3 more.ll years old. 

Ra;yJJlOnc1. J. Fleetwood started b<-mding Tih~ebirds age:dn onA-pdl, 15 whon 
he b2x1ded 36 including cine ad.ult c2.ught '.Yi th the "gadget" introd.uced by E:SEA thrw.:;h 
the conrto~:;.y of Edwin v:ason of lTorthaiaptcin, Mass. about a year ago. He o,lso crT .. :;ht. 
3 other aclults alroad~.r br.mded, One nair wore mates lo.st year and nested_ l~t miles 
o..vm~" from their present box. 'I.'he otl1er adult. was banded ~s e~n 'adt'-lt Ju~1e 7, 1940 
::.n tho same box he was agai"1 captured in 5 ~roars 'lntor. Mr. Flootwood nrites the_•_. 
scmu Bluebirds are rearlil~r cnught rdth the "Go.dg.et ,,-'but with some individ1.1.als it 
t::ckes hours. He states he chockecl a sufficient nmDbcr of bo-xes to run up a total 
of 250 - 300 eggs. ond \:ishos he really h:·,d the time to devote to this study th['.t 
J.Li!..cze~~.S...---Dt-:!1-Dl' d~~t.i.cs ccc'!.lp~· E\ greater pnrt of his time. 

In chocking bird houses, Mr. Flootnqod came aero ss a pair of lTuthatches 
with 5 youn:g. This pair were banclcd as mates in the same box in Ap:ril, 1942. 
EBBA hopes to get morb dato. on tho b,isto1·3r of thi.s pnrticular pair •. Mr, Fleotvrood 
also writes, "At lrtst I have enticed Gomc purple r.lartins to St8.~' with me. I placed 
3 gourds on. a ·45 ft. wnte:r tower· rmd. tbese are occupied. Then I put 2 ,o;ourds on 
ny 16 ro.om MD.rtin house. The goul·<ls ' are occupied, but. I havn;l 1 t seen a dnglo 
Martin enter the box. · I thought the {~ourds might cause then; to use th8 'bo:x next 
yo~r. Anywa;; a prdr of Bluel-Jirds have a family either in the box or in n. smoll 
scJurd attached below. Sometimes you can seo a·Martin on tho crossnrm, at others, 
n Blnebird or t\vo ~ It appears thrtt the. t~wo species got Blong fairly ~','ell. 11 

' 
The April issu:o of tl1o Boc.vor County (Pa. )' 11Educatiorwl Bu.Hotin, rr a 

perio\iical for tho information of Principo.ls, Teachers, School Directors and 
Friencls of E<.luc,ttion. grwc its1

: onti:ro. Editorial Comment colum_ns over to ·n. letter 
and nrticle on bird banding by Dr~ Harold B. Wood of Harris'burg, Pa. 

The l,iarch issue of tho lfJ3ullotin to the Schools 11 of tho Sta.to of New · · 
York, (the Arbor and Bird D:1~r Number) contained mcmy interesting banding.<c..rticlos 
by such writers as Mrs·. Mario V. Boais, Mrs. D10wton Stoner, John J. Elliot and 
meny others. Of pnrticular interest is a tribute to the late Dr. Da3rton Stoner, 
N. Y. St3.to Zoologist, rrritton by Alb'ort R. Shadle of tlw University of Buffnlo .• 

Durir:g the past two years 28 members of EB3A have joined the A.O. U, Our 
1945 membership in the Union now totrtls :1-05 of 54 percent~ (In 19~-3 the percentage 
of our members was 43 percent,) · · · 

I 

Hal H .. Harri-son, Pres. of Auduhon Society of Wes.tern Pa., has ~m 
illustrated. (kodachromes) article on Cqwbirds and their hosts in ·''The Country 
Ge11tlemen 11 for May.). . 

n 

,, 



BAHDERS ON THE FIGHTING FRONTS 

Knowing of every bander's interest in fellow members on the fighting 
fronts of .the. war, EBBA includes two lett~:rs in ~his issue from former banders. 
The letter froin Private First Cla~s, Brockner was sent to our Secrettl,ry, Horace 
Groskin of Ardmore, Pa. and the other a:mo was rece:i. ved. by 11Ye Ed.. 11 It is felt that 
both letters are meant for the entire organh:a.tion. Here thoy are: 

"Dear Mr. Groskin: SomcTihere in Italy 
29 March 194V 

I rocentlJr received the January issue of "EBBA NEWS". From the bottom 
of my heart I say a sincere thank you ·to the members of the Eastern Bird Banding 
Ass' n. 

Vpon leaving the rapks of tho civilian populace a.nd joining u_p with tl:;G 

army: I lost touch with mMy things o.f peo.ce-time luxury and sanity, Howevcrr I 
h<".v<.:;n 1 t lost ID;J' original lo.vo for ornithology and the o.ut-of-cloors. You!'. recorrc 
it}:B\'JS 11 rec::1lled vivid. moments of joy in the open and \rith bn.nding. As the war 
Jll["lproached, more a.nd more of my free time disappeared and with it, the little t ·ird-· 
"JQn•ling I d.i·i. Some day, when tho V.'orld returns to normnlc;'{, one of the projects 
I 2.m most interested in picking up again; is banding. 

I enjoyed the paper more than ever o.nd th8.nk tho Ass 1n. e~11in, in closh~g, 
for sending it here to me in the frout-line. 

Please excuse pencil. My pen we.s seriously d.mnag8d. in combat, rmcl I om 
having it replrLced. 

Greo.t success to t!1o Association and f.'t.n expanding :futuro. 

Sincerely yourR, 
·Winston VTilliDm Erockner, Pfc. 

With tho Third Army 
. Germany 

. -. 24 }IIarch, 1945 
Dear Editor: 

Tho World. is full of surprises •• some grim and. some pleasant. This 
evening I received. one of the latter when the:APO. plo·pl_led into my dusty lLtp a 
lottor from my brother, Bob, in the Sc;mth Pacific .and· n copy of February EEBA which 
contained a letter written by him to Dr. Vlood. • . So thanks to you I' rola.xed for a 
few minutes to roE'.d two letters from Bob at a time whon I figured mail to be out 
of tho question, for as you know yve have bu~_~lnGs·s· in. Berlin and ·"re arranging our 
::.rrival• 

A flash in my mind is an incident which hc.ppcm"ed. ;~rostorday. In this part 
of Germany, there is a high mm.mtnin \7hich commands a view of tho 11Fnthcrland 11 for 
miles · and miles. On top is a co:norctD lookout toner, built of stone o.nd housing a 
circular stc.ricaso. ·A dash to t!1.e top by jeep )lotted us tvro shabby Itnlinn 
prisoners and cnptruod tho tonpr •. I climbed to tho· top of SP.me, arriving on· tho 
o1)sorvo.tionr:il~tform, slight-ly out o:f brcnth [Utd sti-ll a bit nervous that tho d.arn 
thing might blovr up under mo. ·First I so:"..rchcd· tho. terrain below for any possible 
trouble, awl· aft or being ren.ssurod, : I o..llo·yrod; my field gln.sses to pause on some of 
tho mt:'.ny hm7ks circling silently below. Before I knevt it I \7fl.S out of tho tl<'1.r n..nd 
back on Ibwk Mvuntain or a ccrtnin bluff I love on Long Island. From tho air 
covered slopes below arose a r:1ighty chorus of bird cnlls .n.nd songs, nll delightfully 
unfnmiliar and each like tho Lorelei, trying to luro me into further invostig.:),tion. 
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It was an uP.iorg13taP)..e experience,· the plunge from the chaos of war to the peace 
and quiet . ()f ·.t.!li>.t pird p~radise mountain. •. · 

Dick Fischer ~rote to tell rp.e. that he has taken out a· subscription to 
J:BB.A for me. This is a relief to me, for I hetd planned to do this myself onl~r I 
was undecided just how you would favor the recoipt of 10 Marks. I'll bet ;)'OU would 
rather have one meat ball! : 

Eest RE;Jgards . 
J•· Grier Ralston, Jr. 

2nd Lt. Sig. C. 

YOUR MAILIHG ADDRESS 
I 

EB~A continues to grow and it is only natural that the mechanics of 
ra;~Ujng our monthly newsletter should suffer from growing pe,ins. Our method of 
addressing each copy is now a mechanical prpcess. As such, it is impossible ~or 
the machine to forget a member's address, but it is true that a machine cannot. 
think. The machine cannot print your new Flddress, if y<ru have .failed to no-t i;f~r us 
of the chan::.e• Please send any chcmgo of address to EBB.A. as early i'lS possible.. It 
·:-rill help EB:SA nnd you too. At present there is a time lag of 2 m<:>ntl~ s • efore · n 
incorrectly ilddressed copy is returned by the post office •. This me ans tb<J.t 2 :.ot. or 
Hsues have baen mailed to the old o:d.dress in the meantime~ If· your copy of EJ3~\.. 
NEV1.:3 doesn 1 t c\rrive in a reason8.ble time, please send a postal at once. EBPA will 
be glnd to send a duplicate copy. Howevor, req1.wst s for copies ·more· tho.n six months 
back must be accompanied by ten cents per copy. 

'EBBA has a small supp],y of back numbers always on hand. As the tre::ts­
ury can always use more funds, these are for sale. Prices run from ten to twenty 
cents each, depending ·cin the age ·of the copy needed. Very old copies are out of 
print but can be found. 

AGE RECORDS OF FANDED BIRDS - 11th LIST 

On the following page EB:BA, submits another list of ago records of bc.nded 
birds. This increases the total of species listed to 72. With the return of man:,' 
birds from the south, it is quiet possible that some present standing age records 
will be beaten.' Meinbe'rs are reque sted to send such records in as soon OoS possible 
so that we can correct the. l'isting··[•.nd -arrange for publ-ication of these records in 
some more formal medium such ns BIRD BANDING. · 

. . .. . 
To n.ssi.st all members, .EB:BA ,,;i1],. publish a total list in_ one insue in t b o 

n8xt month or so. This list, to conserve spaeo, .will be is!,?ue:d in a now form. Tr_ c-~ 
name of the bird, the oldest known t,'l..ge reco.rd and the lo.st name of the <b t~.nder mnltirig 
this roport will be [l.ll the date given, If you ho.ve rn older record thnn the c,rte 
listed, please report it at once. If you know of .qm .. old.or, 1:ecord from some 
publicn.tion avnilE•ble to you, then please report it· to 11Ye Ed", giving the source 
of the inform0tion. · r . 

It is intore·sting to note tho.t mo.ny 0~tstt:l.,!J.ding age re.cortls arc FGCIIllVGd: 

yet fail yri thin a fow months of ben.tinr; the ":top " rocorcl n..lready p uolis}l.od, 1or 
instance, EBEA now has on file tho records o f five Do ·my Ylqodpockcrs tlll l rnoro tban 
7 years old. ~t is not cd that n.ll those old woodnoekors . ·Gir o mn.los . EBllA s:tl11 
seeks some old 0 ladJr11 modpock.:cr records.. The .records run .from C.CmM;~ 'Q,n th·c \'tfV! 

south to Ylrginia, proving thnt they live as loner in tho north .s- : tno~' do 'in the 
so'lJ.th •. .r"t. would scorn the.t ·.thoro is an •oJ.,d rt ~ t'l.dy ll woodpecker r ocord somewhere: .. 

.. 

·' 

.. 
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CP~TGES IN AG~RECORDS 

Species & Place 

BALTIMORE OR!011ln. 
Fargo, N.Dakota 
Winterton,N.Y, 

Bander 

O,A.Stevens 
R. T.Fulle~ 

BLUE VJ • WARBLER 
Huntington,L.I,,N.Y. G, Gill 
Demarest, N.J. B.S.Bowdish 

BRONZE GRACKLE 
Fort Smi th,Ark. 
Indianapolis,Ind. 

CC:o_-W"Jr TEIDit 
re:c':..l I. I Chatham, Mass. 
:B3.rneg;at Bay 1 N.J. 

POlffiLE CRESTED 
~: 0 ::U'viORANT 
1T-::.~lbayLake, S. Da.k. 
An·cigonish 1 H. S. 

SHOW BUNTING 
Mcliillan,Mich. 
Mcl.Iillan, Mich. 

g!ITUU~TG G.FLL ( Im,) 
St.Mary 1 s I.Q.ue. 
Muskeget I.Hass. 

MALLARD 

S.H.Weakley 
S.E.Perkins 

O,L.Austin 
H.P.Baily 

A.R,Lundquist 
H. S,Peters 

O.McBryens 
O.McBryens 

E.H.Fletcher 
J .A. Gillespie 

Port age des S iot1X, MQ • J. Brocker 
Portage des Sioux,Mo. J.Brockor 

t~OURHI:NG DOVE 
North Ea~tham,Mass. O,L.Austin 
Lrucewood,Ohio P.H.Oppmann 

WHITE T, SPAIL~OW 
Wyncote, Pa. 
Norristown,Pa. 

W .Pepper ,Jr. 
R.J,Middleton 

Banded Return ~ !£"-& 
Yrs. Mos. 

5//29//37 
6 6 4o 

5/9/37 
5/30/40 

4/21/31 
6/26/25 

7/2/25 
7/13/36 

6/28/29 
6/8/37 

6/3/43 
6/21/41~ 

6/21/41 
5/8/43 

3/12/42 
3/21/32 

6/19/42 
6/ll/44 

2/ll/43 
9/20/43 

Sa. 'Tie 
Srune 

Same 
Same 

A 
Same 

Seme 
Same 

B 
c 

7 
5 

5 
3 

11 
8 

13 
8 

13 
6 

2/22/34 2/11/42 Same 8 
Return 1 year later of same bird. 

7/20/28 
7/13/32 

3/3/28 
3/27/24 

8/21/32 
6/28/37 

11/20/33 
10/4/30 

4/26/42 
11/15/40 

Fall- 140 
11/22/33 

3/27/42 
6/7/43 

11/5/41 
4/26/37 

D 
E 

F 
G 

Same 
Same 

Same 
H 

13 
g 

13 
10 

9 
7 

g 

6 

0 
0 

0 
ll 

9 
9 

0 
0 

g 

3 

9 
4 

3 
5 

9 
0 

5 
lO 

--- ....... -~ . . NEW AGE-RECORDS 

~AOK DUCK 
Pennsgrove,N.J. 

RED-TAIL HA:VTIC 
Fairdale, N.Dak. 

SOOTY TERN 
Ascension Island, 
S,Atlantic Ocean 

A - Endora,.Ark. 
B- Ventt-is,La. 
C - Digby Co.N,S. 

E, C. Smith 11/13/31 12/4/42 J 11 5 

F.J. Vejtasa 12/6/42 K 9 6 

G.F.Simmons Summer 1 26 7/7/42 Same 17 1 

D - ~~Icivers ,Nfld. 
E - Chatman,Mass. 
F - Madison Lake,Minn. 

G - Kaskaskia I., IlL IC - Center-
H .,.. Milwaukee, Wis. ville, 
J ~ Somers Pt. ,N.J. Tex~J.s 
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