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Jack Miner, known inqm~tely by many thousands of ducks and geese and 
by thousands of persons who visited his sanctuary· at Kingsvil+e, Ontario, died 
November 3, 1944. Jack Miner w~s the pioneer bird bander of Americ-a • . He . estab1ieh ;.-: o 
the first complete record of a bande.d bird, . anyt'lhere, with dates· and places of .· 
bandingand of fJ:n al report. The first duck Jack ·Miner· tagged· was banded at 
Kingsville i n August, 1909 and was E?J;lot by Dr . w . ~ 'E. Bra;? at. Anderson, N. C. in 
January, 1910. 

' ,. 
The ·work of the Jack Miner Migratory Bird Foundation will be carried on 

by Jack Miner's widow and 3 sons, but the foundation is in urgent need of funds to 
enable it to continue. The found~;~.tion had a deficit of about $10,000.00 in 1944., 
Any member wishing to contribute to this very worthy cause should write to Mrs. 
Japk Miner in care of the Foundation ~t Kingsville, for full details. Possibly 
t.here are some who would like to contribute, :t>ut hesitate to do so, because they 
feel their contribution would be insignificant. In line with this thought, it 
would be a nice gestu:re, if some interested member of EBBA. would volunteer to act 
as treasurer for such a fund from our membership. Anyone then. wishi'ng to q..onate 
to this foundation could· then send whatever they desired, no matter how small, to 
this person, who could pass along ·the·. funds to the foundation in a lump sum, vd th 
or \>lithout a list of the original donors as the donors thell)selves might suggest. . . . '· ' 

As one member writes, "There ate going tb :be a .' lot less'birdsi':ri. ./l.merica 
if th.is sanctuary has to be abandoned. 11 
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OHIO . STAR~ING RECOVERIES 
' I' .II l· 
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. Dr. Lawre~ce E. Hicks of Ohio .\Hldlife Research Station , Ohio Sta te Unive.r--
6~-t~t has submi tt61d a cpncise report orl , the Starl i ngs banded by laim .at Columbus, 
Ohio whi ch i s a.s follows : Starlings handhd, 1927-1944, 83 , 000. $ta.rlipgs ba,nded , 
1927-1937 , 34, 000 (probabl y a ll dead no;,v~ .) 31. 6% were retakep. t;.ftpr. band.in,g ; ·48. 4% 
were ncvo:r: heard from again ; 1. 3% were oln. t··of-s'tate recover;Le,s; : 1.~ WGli'!i! Ohio 
;recoveries ; 14% were returns within 25 milf9S of where b'anded ; 14. 9%. wore repea.ts ; 
2% of r ecoveries exceeded,· 40 montha afte;r. bandin~ and 5·35% of tho St arlings 
handl ed, had one o ~ mo re a'bnormal-i'tie's . ' · . . . . 
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Elapsed 'Ti:me· · 
·na:t e Banded •. 

3-6-33 ; 
12.:.15-33 

1-lG-29"· 
2-18-30 

Date .Recov'e11ed 

. 2-J.~j8 
5-14-38 
}-.l)-33 

12-25-33 

·In Months 

: Figuring On Your Income '!lax Return? 

V/he.re 
Recovered 

C~~nelsiill~~ Pa. 
St. Catherine, Ont. 
Canl·Winches~er, 0. 
Owen Sound,,. Ont. 

0 • • 

Remember EBBA dues and other incidental expenses connected ·with bird 
banding are deductable·. 

' . ' 



"THOS,E lEARD '110 TELL' BIRDS" 
(First Discussion) 

Last 'N6vember, when EBBA announ!i:ed the suggestion of Jesse V. Miller, of 
'New Hyde Park 1 N. Y~, to devote an entire issue to the identity of 11bird puzzles" 
often taken in a bander's trap, the idea .,seemed very sound. It is still just as 
sound. Such an issue is planned for the :Fall of this year. However, EBB.A has 
received so much comment and d.iscu.sr;lion a lready, and Gince a better solution to 
some of the p1.1.zzles maybe brought out by :continuing such a disbissiori, EBBA jump's 
ahead ·of the schedule and submits notes s~ ~ar received. 

Beecher S. Bowdish of.Demarest, N. J. writeR: 11 Re 1Those 1Ha .. rd to Tell' 
Birds 11 : Positive identification is, of course, a rtMUSTrr for the bander. If he c1.n 
gain · access to such . collections of skins as those in the American Muse1.1m of Eatural 
History in .''New York, a careful study of s~a.sonal plumages is without question of 
greatest benefit. 

"Sexing in banding records is desirable, where aceuracy can be assured ,, 
It does not seem to me,· however, to be so vital as to justify too great expend­
iture of time an(l effort on the _part of over-taxed banders. Guess work is worse 
than valueless. 

rrsome claims have been made on .behalf of sex indentificat'ion of Song 
Sparrows, but I 1.m skeptical of their reliability. ;A,1yone who has had conshler':-

, 9..ble experience with Juncos about. the nest must ·have noted that the less color.:.. 
od bird of the pair, obviously the female, is :stili .of a plumage. which soon" 
w'.thout comparison would be easily considered a rri::Ue. In fact,' le~s strongiy 
C0lcired adult males WOU}.d be doubtle£S no . bri~hter than SUCh female plunW.gE) as 
l '<,ferred to. , When you get the fall migration wit.h its infinite sh.ad.es of cc;>lor, 
ho1v can you definitely decide the sex of man~r of your Juncos? 

"The difficulty in sexing Whi te-th1•o'ated Sparrows in ·:fan migration is 
· c:;ven greater. In such cases it seems de fin~ tely the best practice to mark the 
rccor~ 11 sex? ", showing that sex is not omitted. through carelessness, but because 
of inaoility to state it with accuracy. 

11Age records, too, depend for their value absolutely on a·ssurance of 
correctness. Any element of doubt may_ render such records definitely misle<:Jdin6• 
Occasionally there are characters that are very obvious and depondnble, such, as 
tho color of iris in Brown Thrashers. Doubtless most banders are familiar with the 
fact that in developing young Thrashers, the iris remains hazel well after. the 
phunage is practically indistinguishable from that of adt1.lt8. Young Warblei·s 1 
Sparrows and many others are obviously birds of the year until they depart on their 
r.1igrations. Plumage as well as bill difference will distinguish juvenile Field 
and Chipping Sparrows, 11 

Prof. 0, A. Stevens of Fargo, N. D, ·writes: "I'm all in favor of your 
section on 11what'sit 11 , but I hope you flavor it with plenty of caution about 11 are 
you sure of 1 em and how? 11 Seems to me, tp be a lot of people who j;hink they know 
sexes, etc., --- So far as I know, no one has over called attention to tho fact 
that our bost illustration of Harris's Sparrow (Bird Lore 1512136) has the im­
mature mislab0J.ed 11 adult female. 11 I think some of my good friends conscientiously 
call theirs, females. Sutton reported he could not tell them on the nesting 
ground. Tho same error appears on tho plate for the Golden-crowned Sparrow. 11 

With 11 Caution 11 lights l)lazing in every direct :ion, comment arrives from 
another source as follows: 1;Tut, tut and softly please! 11Ye Ecl 1 s" Vol. 7 No. 11 
states incorrectly that R:-o.ymond Fuller of Wintt:;:rton has worked out data on sex 
and age by numbering tail feD,thors of Junco captures, (or words nlmost the same.) 
NO • ·• As you remember from Dr. Vlood 1 s brief data, (from dir>scction I assume) the 
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Continued: ---
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n~ber of white' rectic~s ·q.id not aiwa:ys_pJ?ove .. sex• I'm ·not ·g~i~g to do any 
dissecting, so the only wey I could evet c}+ecik on my sex guesses would be through 
recaptures of these birds a 'ye.ar later. I beiieve, ( cari 1 t prove it) that wi th 
adult s, 3 marked (white) feathers (on each side of tail) arc males, Co nfusi on comes 
with younger birds • : • • Toll your 'niember's to listen ·to the young Svramp Sparrow note 
in tr<fpS, a~ a sure marlc of identification in Fall. The idea on Novemoer Page 1 is 
excellentJ Let's . do it. 11 (Editor's note: While Dr. Wood didn~'t disagree with Mr, 
Fuller .on his Junc·o clues; he did wave a caution. lant ern around a bit. It is 
interesting to include a comment fr6m a more recent lott br :from· ·Dr. Wood: 

"As for Juncos, I have some real stuff, according to Munro, --Real 
actual tmdooataole proof that the white in their tails increases with age. - ... not 
publis;hed yet." . 

"It would seem that by stud~rin·g the tails of this species we are on the 
trail of some clue to the' puzzie of either sex · or age. 

Edwin A. Mason of the Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary, Easthampton, Mass. 
jo :.ns th~: roupd table of': 'discuss~on withi 11 EBBA 1 s project tJo g'athor togothor items 
which would help banders to determine age and sex is an excellent one. I should 
hE".ve gotten around to thinking about the matter before. Howl'lver, I will make ;). 
small contribution at this time from my notes on the Swamp Sparrow in juvenile 
plumage, and how to differentiate' between it and. a Song Sparro'.v juvenile. 

, ' .. , "Tho Swamp Sparrow in the juvenile plumage cP.n be d.i;ffercntiated from 
. juvenil e Song Spo.rro ws by the y ellow skin at the corners o;f tho mouth. -In the 
· Sung Sparrow these p a.rts a r e pinkish. (Roger T. PeteTson 1 s 1'A Field :Guide to tl: s 
' Bir .. dsi• 'pu'blishes t!:li s a,s a su re sign also.) The Sw~p Sparrow's tarsi will be 
found. )o :be · darker tnan· those of tho Song Sparrow at all times. 

'"While i.t' is not d0finitely settled in my miJld·, it does seem po!'Jsible 
~ost o'f the time to determine adult Swamp Sparrows from immatures in the Fall by 
the adult 1 ;>":greyer 'throat and supercilliary line and rich·er chestnut in the crown . 
. This is e. :P'roject fhat can be studied further to advant13ge. · ·' · · · 

':.· 11'.rhrough my metbod of determining sex (BIRD BAl'-TDING 138, IX:l') I found 
the stre'8ked . crowns in Chipping SparrO\'Hl did not necessariJ:y imply fem8le sex as 
some book£ indicate. 

, . . i1WQ :probably will never attain the ideal of havine;. a.ll bird.'s banded 
definitely det ermined a,s to sex and ago, -- but it is somet4'ing ~o be continuously 
strived for. EBBA1 s pro.ject will be of help and will stimulat~. further study. 

Tu summarize this f:i.re)t , d.iscussion, two thoughts appear in all 
correspondence. 1, A warnin:g··to· rrrake-··haste slowly and with greo.t care. 2. A 
definite need for information on this tantalizing question. 

' ' , ., ' ·•, '-r • : '' ' 

·, · It should be noted thA.~ tlj.e 5 '·co rrespondents from 5 different states had 
no i cli.oa of v1hat the~r "fellow .m'ernb'$'-"S had written, nor has there been ::my hint or 

• I, 'J , ' ol1 • ' 

ex.ahongQ o r prOTnpt~n@; l;ly "Ye J!)d 11 • • , •• Yet , the se corre~pondents, chosen at rnndom are 
V Gry neor~y i~~ ~6cqrd . . All ' ~r.e~·· that tho SlJ.bject is difficult,: y'ot it is thc:ught 
that. ~h is f i v~?t ' 'Q.is·O\-~~ sio)'l brl'~s 01H t lic fact, that fully adult rilhle Juncos can be 
r _e~og:ni .z ed . , 1~ha.t. ' ~gpod'k~Jy t6 Jyn'9os , oither as to sex or:· ago~: is the runount of 
y;h?-te colori ng ii?- t l,io . tail feathors ; That immature Bro·wn Thrashers can be recognized 
by , the i r eye c.olqring ·ev_cn ' aft r thoy h.;:wo assumed adult plumage; That some accepted 
illust'i·11tions

1

• ~-e not nlr/F.I,YS .correct i That Swamp Spn.rrows in immntur'e phunr:~ge in 
the ]![1.11 can be told fr0m sirnilj.o,r Song Sp arrows by the coloring inside their mouth 
nnd by their note of IJ.larm while in tho traps; Md thr1.t the differ·enci!l betwoen Field 
and Chipping Spnrrows CP..n be distinguished by 'bill coloring in the Fr1ll. but 
streN<:ed crowns in "Chippies" do not necessarily imply that such a bird is · a 
"Clinging vine.n 



BANDING IN' THE NEVTS 

The Philadelphia Eveni ng Btill~tin of November 29., 1944, carried a fine 
Swift story, illustrated with· a photograph looking down upon a chimney filled with 
·Swifts. This' .photo w~;s . taken by Ch arles. E. · Mol1r , who, with Horace ,. G!'o skih of 
:Ardino.re, Pa., ~li~bed pt dusk to the: t op of the ?himney tQ.' t 'ake·· ·this unusual shot. 

· ~he story weaves 1n .the news of the :e~~very p_f' ~!l e banded Swifts from notes taken 
1n .the fall season, from th is same ch1mn ey in Ardmore. 

L ' ' ' 

·The Toronto Daily Star, ( Canacia) of November 11, 1944 carries an article 
about the ,.ba.:ilding work of Ross Baker. Mr. Baker has bonded l,SOO birds of 63 

,species fn his city garden which is only 19 by 4o ft, The articl.~ is illustra ted 
by a photo of Mr. Baker banding a Blue Jay. . 

The same paper a '~reek later f~ature s anothe'r banding article illu.str8.t ed. 
b~r a photo of banded Ring- billed Gv.:Lls. J. This story relate s how Herb SouthClrn of 
Torol',lto has banded 25 5 000 birds in his spare time·. The ci.rcu.lation of the Daily 
Star is reported as 294~905. 

Such stories' help. all banders, but many more are needed. This can not 
be done by any one member but it is po s d ble with the ef±'prts and cooperation of 
us all. 

·' Are YOU Writ ing on Banding? 

More publicity iri needed to bdtter acqua:i.nt· the general public with tho 
ndvantages of bird banding, ; its aims and wll.y and where they should report wy banci e-', 
birds shot or found dead~ ·Local newspapers should receive articles or interesting 
banding experiene.es. An interesting scientific discovery is not necessary and in 
all probability the local ·editor \~iil not· be ini.pressecl • . A human interest story ha~4 
a greater chance of arrivin.g' in print. For u:iainple, Mrs. Br.mclcr is giving a garde!'. 
party for a returning war ·hero. Pteparations have been inad.o for d~<.y:>. Th¢ 'great 
day arrives. Everyone 'has I~f't to niGet · the train, but M:ts. Bander, who is putting 
the last touches on the garden ~nd closing her bird traps and putting them out of thE­
way. Apprciaching· the last t· i·~p bohind ··the too'l .house, she finds a skunk in it. 
What to do, How to got the s!run1<: out ·of trap" and no·t •spoil the garden party? Any 
paper will gladly give space to relate what Mrs. Banclor did under such ombarrn.ssing 
circtunstances. If you write it yourself, write in the third parson. 

~ ,: I f 

There are many magazin~s· ·aevotod to thunting or alliqd, sports and their 
columns may be available for banding sto'ries. : EB:BA has many good wr:tters, why not 
~join tho ranks? 11Beech 11 Bowdish; 11 Dick 11 Fischer; "Jess" Miller; Dr. Wood; ancl 
Horace Groskin, to ·n£'me just a few, •are turning :out these helpful articles. Let 
us add your ·name to this honer roll. 

Are ¥0t1 Preparing a. Paper? 
. I 

Many oi-nithologists wri.to papers fo:r te.chnical o'r lay magazines. After 
publication it is no,ticed that· tho writer missed: useful data that would have given 
added value to the; paper. Two recent examples linger in the mind of EBBA. One 
paper gave a list of state rceords, citing for o,ne state, four sight only. If 
inquiry had beei1 made through EBBA NEVTS, it is felt certain tha~ a member would have 
notified the writer that there were two mount:eci specimens in tho.t particular 
state's museilm, 'that should' 'have been montioned.·. : The other case was very similio.r. 
If you are preparing a pn.per, why not let EBBA NE'ITS. have its subj oct matter • 
. A.ssistancc and data will often-times be forthcoming. froni. the membership. Dr. Gordon 
M. Meade of the Strong Memorial Hospit P.l, 260 Crittonden Blvd~ Rochester, 7, N. Y. 
is interested in 11foot disease 1r of ' wild birds arid is calling .on banders for 
records. Have you sent your data tohim1 



... I s :B iology Taur,ht in t he High School in Your Town? 

. . ~ave yo'!l t.alked with the biola~ teacher on the subject of banding? Have 
you p l a.eed e9me ol d ba,nds on. t he pchool 1 f?. mounted birds and told the teacher and 
the classes 'abou·t t he oands 'and banding , , r equesting the need for information and 
t he wa.y to repo'rt a banded bird found in~ured or dead? Make a special effort to do 
this in 1945. The pl ac i ng of a band on a bird is only tho first step in band.ing. 
Our aim is,.,to collect data, both from returns and recoveries. The cooperation of 
school st'udents will be found of great value in collecting recoveries. 

A METHOD OF MARK I~~G CELLULOID :BANDS 

A f1umbe;r:'or a set of letters i~ sometimes desirable on celluloid bands 
and ca,n be placed o'n these easily b;>r the following method. Mark the num1)er on the 
band in India ink with a crow-quill pen, let dry thoroughly and then cover with a 
d.'l.b of 11varniton 11 , a label Vr3.rnish that is resistant to moisture alkalis, dilut e 
a.-~ids and oils. A dab of Duco cement be substituted but is too viscous to be as 
na.tisfactory. Since this treatment tends to open split bMds it is wise, when 
Jlacing them on birds, to overlap the ends and weld with a drop of acetone, as 
.iescribed by W, 0. Nagel, in BIRD BA.NDING 9(2):103. ( 11 Varniton 11 ) is a product of 
The Varniton Co., 5025 W. Vlashingt~m Blvd.,, Los Angeles, Calif.--- i.ierrill Vlood~ 
State College, Penna. 

HOUSING PROBLEMS OF THE :BIRD WORLD 

Edwin A. Mason of the Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary 1 Northampton, Mas:: .• ha'; 
a very informative article ·in th~ Journal of Wildlife Management for July, 1941~ 9 
entitled, 11Parq.si:t isl!l By Protocalliphora and Management of Cavity-nesting Birds' o 

This paper will' ,be of' ~reat in'torest t6 everyone who has ever erected a bird hoU88o 
r)~le of· the pcfints brought out is tl\l'l.t tho best time to cloan out a bird house is 
:.n the late spring, just before the birds arrive from tho south, A bander that 
l.ets this chore slide is doing the birds a favor, It was found that moth balls d. 4 r' 

not discoun..~e the larvae of Protocalliph~ra 1=1.nd the theor~r that the color blue i" 
dtsliked by insects we,s proved untrue with this pest, A number of bird housees 
were painted blue and other colors. Blue bird houses wcro parasitized just as 
heavily as other houses, :Bluebirds and Tree Sw.'?lllows seemed to suffer the most 
from this pest, but they were also found in such nests as those of the Robin and 
the Song Sparrow. A careless houso-keep'er like the Starling has little/ trouble 
apparently, 

Mr. Mason has a few reprints of this paper and they maybe available for 
return postage to any member desiring a copy of the article. 

J3 IIIDS WITH ONLY ONE LEG 

William Davidson of Takoma Park, Md. writes, "Recently I trapped a Tufted 
Titmouse minus the left leg. In-as-muc~ as I band birds on the left log almost 
without exeeption, it occurred to mo that this bird might have been banded Md in 
the interim have lost the banded tarsuo, However, I risked banding the S8Ille bird 
twice by placing a bond on tho remaining leg, What do you think about this 
procedure? Tho wound appon.rod entirely healed and the bird acted normally," 

The question wiU enter the minds of many banders as to whether some of 
the one-legged birds so often appe~ring in the traps could have become cripples as 
a result of banding. While accidents ar'e always po:;~s iblc, it is doubtful whether 
banding is to blr:lme for oven n. very slight percontnge of these one-legged biJ?ds, 
A band too lo,rge for a bird or improperly placed l!ligh t cause lll1. accident, but such 
instances arc very few. Mnny more of those cripples are d.ue to careless people. 
To EBBA1s mind, too many people sot mou~c-tr~ps nnd rat-tr~ps outside their homes 
without taking any precautions for the s'afcty of birds. Traps don 1 t think and we 
wonder, somot·imos, if humans do. 
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