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DR. FRANK M~ 'bHA:PMA:N. DIES AT CJ'HE AQ-,1\: OF 8T 
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Fwleral services were conducted in the First P'reS'l3~rtt:jrian Chv.rch; · 
·-:J'tglewood, N. J . ort · Nov:ember 19th for Dr. Frank. .. M. C~apm~ , curator emerit-,;.s , :t 
~he De1~a.rt141~nt of Birds in the .. ~erd.can . Mu~eUJ)l , 6f 1·~r~tur~ His-t'o'ry, ··New. Yor:J· D~ 
Chapman , who died· iiv St . Luke.1·!3 Ho.sRital ,'o;n N6vem~e:r 15th, was considered. .-
America; ' .~ foremost :or!').itholog ist.. ' ' · · . · · · · 

~ ! r • ~io J , , ' •• 

·:Dr. OhEtpmab 1 s love .- for bir,ds b~gan :i.p. hi's o·tiYhdod}; . E¥en wh-~11 .)il~ te~k 
h is first jo~ ~i-n a. bank, he · Wotdd r-ia~ early< t.P sti,.tdy' b1rd' life b·efore .O.~a,.vir'Q 
for business. In 1888 he· Joined the staff 9.~· ' t~e mus~ · a_~ ·aiv ~ssis:taxrt; . · . 

. . . . .-. 
·. OYe'r 'hie -nrore than 50 Y.ears 1 .career as .curator, ed\lcator, eA.-:plorer 

~ollecto'r· arld: coi:rservA.tion:i.st·, Dr. G·l;ia.pm~l..h 'wrote )n~y"1)60l~S· and ;U'tUB.E:z"C):US mage.\~:..ne 
articl'~$ on M·rcii. ,. Many peopJe considered h'im the: mo:st infl'udn.tia:.l jm~ . {:;;tn9 ~~ . 
Audu'tib'n"' i':ii a.rou.sing intereet in o-rnithology. ' ·:" · J • .... 1. r"· . 

:•• I o .J .; ' ,' ~ 
. ~ ' . 

Building the Bird Department in the Mu·seum of Natural His·tory .. ;t'rol'(l a 
single room on th.e top floor of the mus-eum to a large win:g: of' i.ts owu, ·Dr .. 
Cha.pm'an was · i)lstrunren'taJ.. in:.cc;>a.<;:eivii,lg.. th~ i de.;:l. of the habitat exhibition. ]·:-om 
a. fe\7 ~tuf1'ett birl:ls wh:Lch he. lli:nheri·h.ed~ when -he. bedune :'bh:c:J.' curatol', ,1,'le built 
the orriitho:Cbgi-C!al .d.epa.rt,m;ent. to 750 ,000. birds, representing' all part.s , Glf : t,he 
world. ·.~.r . · · · ,., "i . , : •· t 

· I'n' 193J :·h& ·r ,-e<feiv;ed the ~r!9 rs .. te:r: .. Meda,l of the America!'). Ornitholog ist:.,: 
Union, one of the highest orni tholo.gical awards i'ri." the ·ccitintry. ·He \va s a. Charvu.·. 
~/ ember of The Eastern Bird J3anding Associatibn and ;countless 'other 6rnithoJ,og~ G.::..!_ 
clubs and soeietias ·taJ.l over. th~ : gl,<:?'be. :. . , . . . . . 

• 1 ! · 1. ~ • · , ': • r' 
'. •1...:JJ 

,- A son, '¥a;jt>t Frank M. Ohapn:an, Jr; of tho ~]:-rpy, concert an(!. opera. 
singer and · lnl;S ~'an-d. of Gladys · ~.wartllout:, .. survives . 

(Editor's note 1 - · O.;er a 'score of years ago ~ ~he e'di tor work.ed for 
Dr. Chapman ;,;tnd in looking back over the years, ho wishes bJ.1a.t all his successive 
superiors' na?-· l:lt:Jen. :as. p~ti'ent anq.. .. und.erstanai~&:; ~s Dr. Chapman was with a 
stumbli ng and ·gr~en: :.begin:n.ecr: ..... ) . . · t , -~· ., .,. ·: · • ·• 

. ~M~~RSHrP. L';s~- 'r.b ,BE P~~tS~' ._. ;,.. . · ·' . . . .... .. '4 •• ' .. ' 
:Eri t he .'ea.rly part ·of .. t~'lJ!! year , .EBBA wi~l -pubh sh fc{r all. members a 

complete 'Ii·st bf'· llll: p~ia;':"!UP m~mb~~s~- , .. 
• r; .: 

* o • • • j '• : ~ • • I 

It is essential that the Treasu.iler hav·e all 'ldd.resse's corr~ct. and 
completcf. r'.'Jl'or · those': T!iembers ,.in. the -1\.rmed. Serv:~ces, thair home address or a 
permanent address ... of · thoir: choosing should 1 o~· ust!l'd, · Please se'nd th!is information 
to the Treasurer, Merrill Wood, '811 North :Allen Street, St$;tc College,, 
Pennsylvania. 



NEWS FOR THE BANDERS FROM HERE AND THERE 

The Nov. ~4th issue of Liber~y magazine contained a fine Ulustrated 
banding article by Herbert G. Moore . It featured the bending stat ion of EBBA 1 s 
Secretary, Horace Gtoskin at Ardmore , Pa.. with pho t ogrB.J>hs of his piace and b.i rd 
pictures taken in color by Hq.l H• Harrison, president of the Audubon · Society of 
Western Pennsylv~nia. 

The Pennsylvania Game Ne,vs for October carried an illustrated article 
by Dr. Harold B. Wood, EBBA's President entitled ~The Records of a Professional 
Duck Hunter. This paper contains the records of the waterfowl shot by one 
professional gunner over a period of 53 years which amounted to 1 nooo birds . 

G.· Hapgood Parks of Hartford, Conn. had a dandy paper ih the Maine 
Ac:.dubon Soci.ety Bulletin for October. This article relates his banding acti v H i e s 
c'.u .cing July and August at Millbridge , Maine f or 3 years . This pap er is prob .~ . .J.y 
'.;he first of 2 papers and i s restrictefl t.o his. work with land· b i rds ·only. h. 
t he thr·ee 2-month periods h e has banded a tbtal of 605 land. bi!i-ds \·ii t h :Barn a~. J 0 
Bank Swallo ws accounting fo r more than half of the total. Elsewh~re. in the s ,J.me 
ir.sue. -it i~ nc:>te~ ~):J.a.t::Mr. Parks is ·again·'·act.ive fn Ma.h:le ·and 1n:· lruly banded ::>o:ne 
O sp rer~. : . on one.~ of ·the ro~ny :i·slands ·al0n·.@ .:the . Mai'ne ·coas;t. · · · 

! ' • . - . . • ~ ~ . ': ' :_ ·' . • 
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. . . , R~ymend ... (} • . F.;Leetwo od of Round': Oal ~ ·,. G.a . ·aom:plElt ed·:; hi~·- Swift banding ~·ur 
the season · wil:th; a : to t~:l: o :f .. K1 2·45, ·. He tdok. 93 returns and·· state's tha t thE:! . 
r·ecoveries contained no unusu,al records p.l though he di d take 2 bi;~.·ds banded ~11 
:K i tchener, Ontario. He has added. 2 nd-w traps t o his regular station_eq_ui :Pment of 
the : t l"ip.;-~t -~p type and ;.woufd ' like t6 obtain ,atJ.otl:Lr gdvernm.ent · .Spd!rciw trap . Any · 
one know .wher~ t}}er.e i -s .one for sale? · .. ·· ' · 

•'' ·-

Ne~an s. Shirk, formerly with .tHe Patuien:t RtJaearch :Sefugo a't B6.wU 
MeL has obtained a banding permit l.:l.nd has started his ew:n station at Concordv Llla 0 

Pa. ,EBJ¥: .. wishes him -ev;e :cy, success M~ .. :t;s ls ·: tnat :hit i 's -~rr- -tn~ · .llight ''t r a.ck fen 
h ·3 joinod our association almoS.t e.S': .<Soon ,as• he· 'l!>ai-'ted his :ll ':l:.'rst trap . · ·' 

.. :, ·' . A. r.ec.()n;t~:carQ. .in,forms · EBBA tha t : ou r member ( C:laude. Wh.ite: ~o·i' Pl<7infield " 
N. J ~ ... PS1-S se1d 8.?(ay t~i:s surn~Ire r . , . . .. · ·. : ~ ·· ·' · · • · · . · 

' .. ' . ~ ·: ... ~ ·.I. ;.• of( • • • 

Lt. B. Frank t~ cCamey of .~~cDili Field , : -Tampa, Florid~·· is another n ow 
member to join tho association. ,tt . McCarney does most of his bD.nding in tho 
winter months and states ~{Ia~ :: ijl,s yeJt he· ha;s ccap.tured .,1io :bird,s which have been 
banded in the north. The banders 1tup north 1' accept this challenge, L~eutenant f 
and will promise t 0 band : a few Jt1Q.l"e.:.bi'rdj3· every · day; i f ·you'··ln ' turn wUl trap a 
fowmore each day.· · . . ., .·.;,-,..,,. ::::- i·i . .:·.: ::::· · · . . ; · ,,: ~- ··· · 

Fran~is , H., ~ Q"?I}V..H; formerily :of :Niagara Fa.lls, · N~·~ Y.- ~ is now -. resi(\.i:ttg at 
Rochester, N. Y~:. Thi!3 sUlJlm~r, with· .Ma.lcolm.'.Ler'ch ·of Pei:th Yan, ·. N; 1.' they did a · 
n :it:e bit of Tree Swal,low .banding .in the :Penn: .. Yan : marsh e !:l~: · ·. · ·· ; . ·; .t. 

' • + I f j ~ I ' I • •-:' ' ', 

:E:dwin Maso~ of t~~ Arcadi~ ~-iidl ife Sanctuary, Easthampton, Mas·~~ ··senci's 
word that October was a good month with White-crowns at his stat ion. He banded 
a total of 55 and on the 13th of the month captured 23 new birds as well as a 
repeat. "BeechK Bowdish of Demarest, N. J. banded 115 ~nite-throats. 

11Hank1r V~ Laar, Ph. M. 3/ c, form erly at the Naval Medical School at 
Bethesda, Md. is now on the staff of tho Na.val Hospital a t Great Lakes, Ill. 



FIF'I'EEl'J HUNDRED SQ,UIRRELS AT A BANDING STATION 

Noting thnt· Horace Groskin of Atdmore, Pa., has averaged 1,000 new 
birds a year for B years, EBBA speculnted as to tho reasons for this splendid 
record. A visit to .his banding station SQr.lo yenrs ago, proved that he was 
located in an ideal spot and had a fine variety of traps. Ono point that duly 
impressed this visitor was the abundance of food made available for the birds. 
Could this be the reason for Mr. Gro skin's amazing record. On the other hand, 
wouldn' t '" such qu~nti ties of food att.ract small animals to the detriment of" 
banding anci his equipment.; EB:aA. wrote to inquire into this matter. Here is ' ' 
what Mr. Groskin replies: 

~You are right in thinking that animals bother me at my b~ding station. 
h1 fact, I capture almost as many large and small animals as I dO· birds. For 
L; Gt ance I have trapped more than 1,500 gray s q.uirr~ls• 35 red . squirrels, 23 . . , 
re.0coons, 40opossums, 4 skunks, abou.t 300 chipmunks , 150 white-footed. m),.ce; 35 ; 
neadow mice, 2 sh:i-ews and a lot of rabbits. The larger animals, ·such as racccon c , 
opossums, squirrels, etc., were all transferred without injury through. the Qo· ' 
opor n,tion of the Pennsylvania Game Commission and the assistMce· of my· dau@it ·~ r :. 
so you see it is ju·st as you say, the .animals bother the st(ltion to a very gr:::at 
r1xscnt, which almost discourages banding operA-tion, 'but I persist nevertholes:3. 
Ir. order to capture the larger animals without injuring them, I had to hi:wo a 
special metal trap built which is very effective. 

lfAs to the amount of food I, use during the average wint er: A]. to gether 
I use about 120 1 bs. of seeds of which 80 1 bs, arc sunflower and th e rost mi :{od, 
J also use about 10 ~ or 12 lbs, of suet and a small amount of raisins, and iL 
Yory cold weather,. I also add bread crumbs. Just now, (Nove .• 21st) I ar.1 

operating 21 traps, most of which EJ,re 2-coll and the type that tnkes consiclcr,~LJ::: 

r:.Lli!1r)ers of birds s11ch as government sparrow ·traps, etc, rt 

. VISITING PHOTO ALBUMS PROV~NG f>OPULAR 

~ivo Visiting Photo Albums ure now visiting Dhout· one-fourth of our 
membe r sh ip and the 6th Aibur:J will. oe l a.uhched soon. .El3BA is very ple~sed ni th 
the recept.ion . thi s ide~ is r ecei ved and wi~hes ·to tl:').ank n.ll menbers who are. 
helpj,.ng tfl.'e plan along, Tv1a or three ph(i)tog;raphs arr.ive at headquart·ers each 
·,I'Ack. . Rec.ently ·a pleasant surp:fis0 was a s eries of 4 fine photos from Louisiana., 
'~ .hase depict E. A. Mc ilhenny and so.me views of his excellent traps . CLnd catches 
nt Avery !~land . : :rrror,1 Conada, Fohz:est Di ll ing has sent 2 sphniid. trsnaps 11 , on8 
'of hiljlself t:Jnd . a:rio~qer of his traps. From New Jersey Mrs. Betty Carnes of Tenafly 
~1as sent · a ·dandy ·series of vievis of hereolf and ·animal visitors at her statio n , 
i•lOSt of them in full colors. From Marylar.d, from Pe:nnf:lylvania, ,Now York and 
New Jersey nga.in, ,J;lhotos are .coming in and add to the fun. Many banders write to 
say that an album has arr i ved at their stat i on and that they. luwo added· a photo 
or two and, that the:y<are · a ~nding it nlong . Remem'b or there is always room £or one 
more picture, T~je mor~:l?botos we .have, the more a l bums vie have · and consequently 
the more' visits the , alb~ns can mruce. Send a p ictur e · in today. 

. DUES ARE DUE ·: . 

To write TfDues are due, n · is a• sort of ~mournful reminder, but not with 
EBBA. The officers consicler that the membership has p'aid them a very high 
complinent when it is learned frorh the treasurer-'~· that 3 weeks after the notices 
were sent out, ., 52 P?rcent hacl aiready paid up for another :;roar. Did you? 

·• I 
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OLD AGE-.RECOBJJS OF BI RDS ARE Sl'f~]ijl) UP 
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The List of olcl' age-:.record,s _of banded birds·· as· it appears in the 
Ocotber issue of EBBA NEWS ·ha'.s been so thoroughly knocked ·to · pieces during the 
last month or so, that tim$ p;.U.s-t· be -requested to pick up·the bits·, check the 
Claims and , counter ciaims~ 1 

• ': • 
1 

• ~· I · , 

' ' .. ~ ' 
. ....... . . ' 

·: I· The·, lY"'Year o:ld:: Ch~iniley: Swift banded in Augui>t, 1924 and recovered 
in 19.3·7, tur~s out to "be· a ' birdqmided in i934 and the:rocord goes back. to Mr. 
Muss'elman with his 12-year old bird. Correspondence by Josiah Keely. to Mr. 
Johnston in Cnlifornia and, lot~ers toW. Va. and·s. C. havS.'cleared up this 
matter. 

. ' "\ . 
The record of a 21-year old Osprey ban~ed· by Howard CJ.,eaves 1s bong~ 

i'j de and appears in print at· least twice. A record of a Song S~ar.row bancl.ed in 
1907 'ancl returning in 1925, which would make _it lB years· old·, is. something ols0 
again, and. is being checked. Probably this is another error like the Swift r:nd. 
j ·i; was banded in 1917 and is 8 years old~ which. would seem more plausable~ 

· Many of the age-records for hawks nnd sea bi'rg.s will prob3.bl:J· movo up 
ihto higher brackets as more long~vity records are reven:).ed~ : Then there are 
c 0ses where birds have returned 'ag.iin since the original rec9rd. was submitted. 
For. instance Rayn10nd J. Middleton of Norristown,_ J?a., has move\1 his roc.ord. for 
TD;fted Titmouse to ?.years ancl 3 months, - the old bird having nested at .his 
.station again thi .s surnmer nnd entered his traps. 

EBJ3A wou,ld. .1 ike to remind ali members. that in sending in olcl Fl;ge . 
records, pleas·e be sure the information is as complete as :possible~·· The date 
~: 8 bird Wr:tS originally b~rrd.ed, ·its QE;O if possi bl-o whe11 bD.nd.ed., at leat~t 
', .,;·._:::t):ler it W!1.S a nestling or adult, the nrune of the br.mder; the date and place 
o:::· 'Ghe last recoyery. .The band. riwnlle;r sho1,1ld. always be given when ever possj 'ole" 

.·-
A MERRY :CHRIST!·!lAS TO YOU ALL 

' . . 
lfalling snow remirills us :it is time to . wish all a .~ery Merry Chri~tn::::ts. 

EBBA wishes there was some ·ne,,i and :sparkling inann:er to say this, .iri -ol!r 8th 
iss:ue; .· Some way to expres·s: appreCiation for· the friendly cooperatio-n extended 
to us in the last 12 months. - . . .. . . . . . 

·. i . 

EBBA has sho'V'rn ;_ gratifying growth 
things not at tempted. heretofore. Yet, there 
for all· the members.· - · -

in 1945- and .ha;5 accomplished man~r 
is much that ,:r~ would-, 1 ike to do 

Chris~mas time is a gift time. ~s a gift to 1;-he assoc. iation,- may we 
call upon each member to send tho name and .-ad,"dress , pf a prospective member to 
thEJ officers of the association, so :thnt the~r cah write them. If we can increase 
our membership just a ii ttle bit more, we can ~_n.crease the size of our monthly 
pews-letter during 1946. With 2 more pages; much more of tho splendid nat erial 
that is sent in can be used. EBBA treasures t h is material ~d is enthus iastic 
over the spirit thA.t prompted i-t 1 s a:r:dval. May 110 ·extend to ;you a Merry, 
Merry Christmas and in the words of Tiny Tim, say, "God bless us, one and all." 

NIGHT LIFE AT WINTERTON, N. Y. 

On 3 .succeeding mornings, Ra~'Tilond T, Fuller has foupd an infant 
'possum in his traps. ·As each is escorted a mile away across, a big strJeam, 
where do they come from? The mothE;l!' is eX:pectod at·o.py moment. 



CAN HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS LEARN BIRD IDENTIFICATION 

IN THE CLASS ROOM TODAY7 

:By J. V. Miller; ·Manhasset, (N. Y.) Higp School 

EB:BA NEWS start ed something when it published Paul :Bartach 1 s comments 
concerning the values of B:iology in flthe good old schools" compared with 
today' s educat ional offerings .* There are at least a few of today' s te.q,chers 
who agree with Bartsch. "Know 50 birds and 50 plants" used to be one of the 
aims in by-gone day~. How much could be taught students about birds in a well
:9] rumed un~ t of school work, lasting about a month, was a quest ion that 
CP:pt:ivated the w:riter 1 s interest. Here is what happened in May-June, 1945 at 
the Manhasset High School, L. I., n. Y. 

Seventy boys and girls taking 9th grade General Science, a required 
subject, were used, in a study. Most of them were 14 to 15 years of nge. 

In order to det'ermine th0 sta.te of their knovrledge concerning birc!.'3 
a·:; the beginning of the study a pre-test was given. Identifications were baLel 
Oll the best coiored pictures of birds available, such as National Geographic- 1 

:rJl.fe , etc. The pictures were projected on a screen in a darkened room. The 
s.·1 zb of eg,ch bird was given and about 1 minute per bird rras allowed for 
:i. ctei'it ification. 

The results v.rero ~bout as expected, The average student knew 4 or 
5 birdst no more. 

A different set of picutros was then used for teaching purposes for 
the next ;4 .wooks. Discussion of'pluma,ge ch~:~.racters, prp.ctico quizzeq and 
contests :wp;re used. Pictures wore shown many times. Three field· trips were 
conducted vii th at.tendance on such trips strictly voluntary. 

In June a final test was g~vcn, using the same pictures nnd technia.~c 
as for the pre-test. The results were oncour~ing. While it is agreed thn.t 
1clentificR.tion in the field would give a more accurnte picture, . it does su&':;est 
a method of teaching birds to large groups where extensive field trips are 
:: h.pract ical. 

The following summarizes the results. Fifty species of birds were 
. 1 

·L·.eed in the test, so a perfect paper would score 50. Only ·2 a crodi t wns given 
f o r partial identifications where "warbler" orttsparrow" was omitted. (11hite·., 
cb ro at gm.w ~ orodi t) 

Only 11 of the 70 recognized less than 21 birds; 45 students recognized 
jl to 50. Thora were 25 students who knew 41 or more. Members of the local 
~innior Bird Banding Club ranked highest, as might be expected. The lowest score 
made by a club member rras 46•*·. 

It would therefore E!;ppear that within the short period of 4 to 5 
weeks, high school boys and girls can be given sufficient training in bird 
identification to ennble them to recognize many of our common land birdn. Such 
a nucleus is usually all that is needed to enable people of average interests 
and intelligence to continue under their ovm steam, So here is a partial answer 
to the question raised last March. 

* EBBA NEWS, March, 1945, - Vol. 8 No. 3, P• 5 
** 5 members of the club were members of these classes n.nd wrote the same tests. 
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