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Raymond. J. Fleetwood of Round Oak, Ga. writes that he h:J:s m!.'l,de 8. gbod start 
on his :3luebin'l. banding c:)JJlpaign nnd. expects to break all previous records. Ho now 

· h~!.S 96 nesting ooxes put up and 76 of them are occupi·ed, (Apr~· 30). He has ccunted 
220 ec;,:;s and 91 yount: in the ooxes so far .3.J.1d hn.s already Ohnded 44 Bluebinls, moctly 
young. E:B!L sent hiD one of the 11 contreptions~ 1 th?.t fits in n nesting oox and traps 
adult birds . ~:r. Fleetwood. has mnd,e 5 of· these and so far he hrcs tro,pped 6 aclul t 
Blueoirds · .t~d 4 returns, 2 Brown-heD.ded Nuthatches anu 2 Chick~1.dees. This 11 g~ulget 11 

vms sont us by Edwin M:,.son, now of Vlashinrston, and we P.re gL1..d to hear it works in 
Gcorgin. as well !),S we found. it w~rked on Long Isl;lnd, N. Y. 

Up to Nov. 1, 1 43 Mr. Fleotwood 'banded 52 Vlhi te-thro :cted Sprcrrows ancl got 
5 returns or :.Qmost 10 percent. He reports one or two still aro11nd his station on 
M'""Y 1st. Chi-;Jping Spc:.rrows, he sqys, did not linger around his tr··ps ~:ts they hnvo 
done in former years 8,i1d consequently he (Ud not get as many, He banclE::d 34 this 
winter and cn.w;ht 17 roturns. 

His F['.Ob:ri trnps still ·C:ontinue to d.o good work. One dl'l.y· in Fcor=uary, he 
was surprised to find 10 Bob White in ono, out this wasn 1 t tho entire covey bec.?.use 
a few d:ws lo.tor ho caught 3 more, Man;)r of theeo oirds repe.:--.ted ngain in Mo.rch. In 
t_hese smne traps ho Dlso took 5 Mourning Doves during April. 

~Juring the winter ·he also o[mded 47 Juncos nnd took· a dozen returns. ·He 
reports 'that <Tuncos left his vicinity aomit the' 15th of April. ·Mr, fleetwood ox
pre~ses the r:ish th'it there were moi'e active 'bonder's in Goor:;ia, -- so does EBEA. 
At present, oes:i.dos Mr, Fleetwood wo only have trro other active momoers 'in this 
state ancl. no of no others~ Charles 1~ Reminf?;ton, t1 memoor of Inland .<:.nd no''' in tho 
aroy expects to oe · trt'l..nsferred to Georgia ver.y soon P.nd Private Remington, by his 
po.st recorcl, offers a glirrunor of hope, if ho is sto:tionod in Geor~si:". very lon:';. Mr. 
Remin{:;ton, with n.nothcr teqcher conducted. sorno extensive 'banding studies at Principia 
Colicg-e· for aoo1.1.t 5 yon:rs, until ooth his part'r1or ilnd himself. wor,t iilto the Arm?• 
They arrn.ngc:d fo·r £mother mn.n to co.rry on tho banding, out a:ftor a few months t>is 
riew opcr~' tor \7ont i:ntci tho Navy • . During Privt'.te Romingtcin1 s suoscqv.ont furlo'~gh, 
he returne(i to ·Principi'l. carnpus n.t Elsoh 0-nd ·spent most of his time there. 1 ~ wo.s 
successful in r.cviving 11rmding end pli:tcing it in the lio,nds of tno stullonts, \'r);10 did 

'lr3.nding with him previously. With such n. record of rletorminn.tion to soc bn.nrcing 
' continued, no lv.ve s0mo ·hope of a now ~nnd.ing st ..... r rising in Georgie:,. 

HOTES ON ];"'URPLE MAB.TINS COMI,NG 

Dr. Ho.~old F. Vlood of He,rricburg, Pa., promises E:B:BA noto:o on the, bo.nding 
of over 1,60 Martins at n colony cstn.blished. for 6'0 yonrs for tho next issue. If you 
Jin:vq Martin dn.tt:\,, Wh:~ not :sond H -~n imd ,;e 111 put it ri.ll to gtlthor in our Juno issue. 



MORE AGE RECORD DATA - Fourth List 

The number of old age records of banded birds arriving here at headquarters 
has dropped to a trickle, but some still arrive. Few of these achieve a record, but 
they do show that birds live longer than was £lt first believed. EBBA still looks 
for a real old :Brown Thrasher record and !',s the summer residents return to many of 
banding stations in the north this month, it is probable that some new mo,terial will 
be sent in and some of the records now standing, will fall. Some very interesting 
data on Mourning Doves has been sent in by Paul H. Oppmann of Lakewood, Ohio. He 
reports catching 457 of this species since 1937• Inasmuch as the Fish and Wildlife 
Service especially rlesires such dnta ·we arG forwarding the material to Mr. Lincoln. 
Along the some lines, :lt is hoped that all members will go over their records and 
SEmd in their material to Washington on this species. , Don't forget to send in re
cords of Robin banding to Prof. 0. 'A. Stevens of tho Inland; Association. Ho will be 
glad to have such materiel. 

Back to age record.s, Mr. Oppmann sends us records for the whole famil~r of 
MourninL'?: Doves o,ntl is the first bander to do this. They are as follows: 

NEW AGE RECORDS 

Plact=J of :BO.X2-d j,,ng Bander ~ Re turn or R0covecy Age 

MOURJ.'JING DOVE (M<li o) P.H. Oppmnnn 6/26/37 6/7/l}3 same 7 yrs. 
Lakewood, Ohio 

(Female) Same 713137 6/ 6/1+3 snrae 7 yrs. 

( Imm.) Sarno 6/19/37 7/19/42 same 6 yrs. 1 mos .• 

WOOD IJ.'HRUSH (Flodg.) 
Huntington, L. I. , N.Y. G. Gill 6/17/26 5/7/3.2 Elmhu.rst,N.Y. 5 y:cs. ll mos. 

!NT.~RESTIJ:.TG H.4.VTK AND OWL IlECOYE...l:l.IES 

!lawrence HQ\70, formerly of Belmont, N. Y. but now residint; it1 Do L::md, Fla. 
has just :rece ived V/ord of a recovery of one of the 4 M8.rsh Hawk nestlil'lgs he banded 
and photog r :l.,phqd in Belmont a s reported in tho Fob. 1 43 issue of EB3A ImlS. He 
writes: "hav ing kept the pnronts o:way for qui to a spell and then moving the nost 
several y:wds to get them out of the hot sun, I ,:c,lways hD.d a little do1 1.bt o.,s to 
whether the pEwont s returned and took c,e>,re of the young ones. T;Jis do1.lbt is dis
polled by a card. from Washington t~lling me t~ir:.t one of the young h!.·.d ooen shot in 
Ohio 4 months after I banded it." 

"In October, 194.0; a hunt~:r brought me an adult Gron.t Horned Owl which he 
had winged.. 'I kept it a ferr 9-ays nnd foun(l no broken bone::;, so set it free. Tho 
Owl refused to fly ancl after sevcrcl tcttompts to get rid of him, I fin:1.lly took· it 
to a high. ·bank: over-looking a pond. Hc:cc I lt".unched him in the air. It vms either 
fly o:r swim and he chose to fly, clisn:pp cr~ring in the woods. The recovery record 
show that exactly 3 ;years lnter, in October, 1943 he was found r:tt Lockport, F. Y., 
pro'br~bly shot •. It is interesting to note that this owl had survived 3 years and had 

· migr~·bed. North, somewhere around 100 miles. 11 

(Editor's Noto: In the Mo.y issue of The Country Gentleman", farm m!:Cgazine, 
PB,go 13, there is an n.rticle on Horned. Ovrls thr>,t leaves us with mixed foolinc·s. The 
writer,- Kenneth Roberts hns declared n t'otal wn.r on owls. It seems ccrrtnin that they 
d.o d[unago on ducY.: fnrms, n;lthough much (Jf his cvidonco is a circumstantial natu.ro. 
Ccrtninly, polc-trrtps are not solecti vo in catching tho culprits !:1-nd. ho donvcniently 
forgets to say whnt other species are cuught, while admitting one mistr.Jw. Seems as 
though some one should. tc:lke the siclo of the owlG. 
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MORE DATA ON SEX RECOGNITION IN JUNCOS 

~ · For some time Raymonq T •. F~J,ler of Viinterton, N, Y. has .been making a 
spec1al study of the plumages of Slate .Color~d Juncos in relation to the ability .to 
note the sex of the individ.ual bird. His latest ,belief is thf1,t s.ex can be r-ecognized 
with the greatest certaint y . i:n the coloring of the tail feathers. If EBBA . remembers 
correctly, Jesse V, Miller of ·New Hyde. Park, ·L. I., N. Y., studied the same problem 
with this species and while h is notes were not cqnclusive they pointed to the sa.tne 
conclusion. 

Mr. Fuller writ.es , nr have ·decided that for all border-line cases, where 
there i s a doubt as t o th.e sex of Juncos , e ither in winter or Spring, the tail 
feathers mus~ be r elied upon a.s the bes t deciding factor: Males, practically always 
have the 2 ouhr tail fa a,thers pure white with the 3rd feather partially so: Females 
have only 1 out eli' tail feathe r \vhi t e wi t h t he second feather oniliy partially v'hi te. 
Rarely, and here r admit some doubt, females sometimes have·the 2nd and 3rd feathers 
slightl;y whi to. Young of both sexes seem to diverge from regulation onl;y in tail 
fe~ther No. 3: . Sqmetim es it has very little white and r im~ino th at these younger 
birds are acqu iring ~irst nuptial or first fall plumages. I now look only at their 
tail feathers for indentification. 11 

Mr, Fuller .reports a huga number of th.i~ species present at his st l'l.tion 
April 16th and we know that a large number wiJ.l leave for the north "'!oaring bands. 

THE COLOR OF rrP..AP EQ.UIPMENT 

From time to time, members h ave stated a perference as to the color a trap 
should be painted. EBBA is fully in accord with the thought that all equipment should 
be paintei as a preservative and from the standpoint of natural neatness. Eut the 
color, whether it be green, brown, gray or black makes no difference in rel a tion to 
the number' of birds that will be caught in any one tral)• Even H the trQ.ps were 
painted red, white andblue it is doubted whether it would make a. noticeable difference. 
The exact placing of the trap has much more control over the number of birds caught 
thah has the trap 1 s color. 

To prove this, "Ye Ed 11 made 3 funnel tr.aps exactl:.( a~ ike in size and all 
details. One was pnintod dark green, another brown and tho third wns loft unp c:dnted. 
These traps wore put out with the srune bait in each one at separate likely spots .for 
th~ec days. One trap consistently took more birds than the others so tho trap s were 
interchanged and using the same qait and the same number of days, the ssmo site con
tinued to catch more birds. Rotating tho traps once again, the favorite loc::ttion 
still ran n.ho n.d in tho mJ.mber of birds t~appod, proving that the color of the trap 
made little :difference, while the exact location of the trap was the controlling 
factor. 

• When tho trapping equipment is subject to the depredations of vandals, the 
merit of painting a trap is "a horse from a different barn". .The tr e1p should be 
made as inconspicious as pos.sible. VThothor it is green, br~wm, black or gray is a 
matter for the bander to decide •. . No doubt it would be better to study the coloring 
of some of th e birds n.nd p2Jint the tl'f',].J so thnt it had a mottled effect of all four 
of -·these !'favori to" bandE?r' s colors • . The technic followed by our fighters in the 
jungle might be n good method to follow and odds nnd ends of 1)aints stored in the 
cellar · might be put to good use. It should be added that the birds cnught during 
the above experiment wore of t ll. e ,aparro w fmnily, be'ing Song and Vlhi tc-thro0-ted 
Sparrows and'Junoos, Possible some specios have a decided preference for some color 
and a fear of others, but EBBA doubts it. . 

W. M. Davidson reports nnother Blue Jay recovery from his station at Belts
ville, Md. This bird wa s banded Januo.r y 6, 1943 nnd was found dcn.d Dec ember 6, 1943 
at Spring House, Montgomery County, Penna. 



NEWS FOR THE BIBTI BMTDERS 

Mrs~ Florence I(. Dale·y ot' Brnnch P •. ·o,, .N. Y. and formerly of Oliverea, 
N. Y. pas'sed aviray Sl,l,ddenly on April 15th • . Mrs~ Daley was one of EB ::.<A' s most active 
banders in Central N. Y. and in a score of .years she had banded thousands of birds. 
She was also very ac,tlve in club-life apd ~ave many interesting taJ,.ks of the. subject 
of bird banding, not alone ih' the vic:i.11i ty o.f her home town but also in ·Texas where 
she spent some time about a year ago. 

Hal H• Har:r~son, president of the Audubon Spc;iety of Western Pennsylvania., 
has a. very interesting article in his weekly column 11Know Your Birds 11 in the 
'l'arentum News recently. The subject concerns a Robin, ''Battling Rob'.' fighting his 
own reflection in a window and is iUustratea by a ;fine seri es of photos . Hr . 
Harrison sug 1~ests a cure for this trouble. Anyone wi shing :to stop tho fi ght , which 
may go on for hours, should rub the glass wi t h 11Bol). Ami " or some othe r cl0aner to 
prevent tho reflection. 

HP.rolcl S. Peters, Atlantic FJ.yway Biologist .of Cho.rleston, S. C. left his 

I 
home tho first of this T:Jonth . for 4 months work in eastern Canada, 1-iewfoundland and • 
La 'br1.:1.dor . In tho latt er t wo p l :nces h e e:qwc'ts to band a humber of terns. He also 
notifies us th n.t ]'. H. 1C0rtxigh t ! s . b0ok , "Ducks, Geese and Swans of North .America" 

! c an be J1Urchascd from t ~1e pu.bli shor, Ameri can Wildlife Institute, Investment EJ_dg., 
1 Vl :t;~hi'ngton, D. C. f or $4. 50 po stpaid i n th e regular edition and for $10.00 in the 
; del uxe leather-bound ecUt ion. Mr . J?c t e'l•s thinks thnt this book should. bo called to 

, / the attention of ovory bn.nder for it is by far tho best vtork we 1vo ever had on water
fowl. It will stn.nd as the r-uthority :for many years to come .. · Exc.ollont color pl;:1.tes 
are included, many of ti1c 'illustrations being in fall phunago, -- something not · 

t found in mr~.ny other books, It wn.s issued in December ., 1942 and hn.s o..ttro.ctod wide 
- attenti()n and acclaim. 
\ 

Mnny mem bors hrwe common ted on th. Mpr ch f l ight of Fox Sp · rr0ws repor t ed 
in tho previous issue . It is interesting to rtot c wheJ"G they did not F.l.:ppOE'.r . Charl es 
J. Spiker of Branchpo rt, N. Y. writes th -t i t seems odd ·th a t .they {f.O up the Hudson 
in such numbers. l!e has not seen one at n.ll up lmtil the enrl of .. ~pril a nd dur ing 
the last 20 years he ho.s boon bMding, he ha,s only caught t wo Oil t h r oe . Ri chard 
Fischer of Flushing, L, I. also reports al so t hat no didn ' t see even ~ s much as a 
Fo:ic Sparrow f cn.ther arcmnd his pl~ce , en~. feels somewhat sligntod. At Huntington , 
L. I ., about 20' mil 0s fu:rthe r e!l'.st , t hey rare fl,.l.so co nspio i ous by ·~heir nbscn1e c . In·: 
tbe southe r n par-t of. Brooklyn , jus t across from Stnt en I s l a nd , the stF.~t ion of Howard. 
Mtilhnken reports c. few Foxes ~wesont but none t raj:lped . It wo'tJ,l d seem tha t this spec ico 
keeps f nirly cl ose to the :Hudson going nort h. 

EEE.A is hnppy to report that n.lmo·st 90 percent of ou r members i n 19L~3 ht:tV'e' 
renewed their membership with us for anothe r year . Some new members hnvo joinod 
with us to m, ~.:c up the missing 10 p ercent, rut of cour.so , ther e i s l:(l.wnye room fo r 
more~ Any member know ing t~e name and address of a prospe C!t i ve mombor , w 1ct.her he 
or she is n bander no~., or not, "f~ll 'b e doing t he a:ssoqi t tion a fO:vor by sending in 
the informntion t o ~~'~e Ed". h . regard to the nnnual. tur,q .... over of members , EBBA ·, 
consiclers the results of oU:r recent duo co l l ect ion campa i gn highly sntisfnc tlor \fhen 
it is remembered that so mnn:J' of· our member s 1;t.r e cnt;ering tho $Ol' Vic c or hnvcri'shifted 
around due to wnr \-rork or businos~ :r;ol .':'. tod t o our war affort . I t migh t a.lso• . 'be r e
mar ked .thn.t , of our membcrsni.P thi s yon.r , more members b,ave included a su))Bcription 
t o BIRD EUlDUT!J t han has bGe.n previ ously rocordc.d in m'nny years . EBBA h~s only one 
smo:ll compl a i nt . Th i s is in the mat·to.-r o f address.cs . Whcnov,er ,poss ible , p l ease 
:ho t±'fy tho odit.or a wElek p.r so i·n ruivnnce rhvm yoy, are n.bout .to move . 11. t p.r nsent rte 
have .two or three members in go od st;~n(iing rti th no a.<idr ess . Mail i s roturnod f r om 
the address from Hhich they previously sent their dues. A pos.tn.l nith your now 
address w.ill be. a great help. 
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BAliDING l'TI!WTS FROH HERE AND THERE 
.... . , ,. 

, Ralph E. Wetzel, a. schoo-l 4e.ache.r of Boiling Sprin.::s, Pa., writes th:-'.t one 
o~ ~~s studen~s, Fre~ . Smith, ag~ S 1 · )V'~1ile v~s.iting an uncle during Easter at Blain, 
Pa. found a b1rd try1ng to get 1nto tne housel p.bout 9:30 p. m, It was fluttering 
at a window of a. JJ!, :J:ttocl room.· \'lhet'l the O.oor was opened the Junco flew right in. 
It was caught and :t eiieas ~d outs-~d·c~ ',1:n;.t imrne4iately tried to come in again. On the 
second •:ttempt, Fr~d :Pc;r·s't~~~~~. his :o.ther t~ pcee~p it and bring it to Mr. Wetzel to 
b~:md berore releaslnE:; J.t. a~~·:S eci:i,'nd hme. T!ns was done, EBBA asswnes that there 
was' a he8;vy and thick fouhdation planting ar9und the house which reflected in the 
glo:ss '.vindow. As J\J.noos are in the habit of roosting in such plantin{;s, protected 
hs they arc from the vfind- by 'the hou so, this

1 
bird Si'LW a reflection in the 10;le ss of 

itself o.nd the evergr'eens arrd .decided it would join others of its 9pecies for t >.o 
night, us···s .oen in the glaas. ,'.~as ap;y other imomber a better solution to this ,>·co's 
11 cc.pors 11 ? · ;/ · 

"~r•:: 
\\ I 

Ml''• \'lotzol report s ~ jb ircls plentiful e.nd. speaks of bartd.ing a Horm~ t T1.lr1'c·U 
in tho third woek of April. 

On June 15th, Echyin A. Mason of W:n.shington, D. C. nill tDko ovor the 
Superinto:ndonc;y of tho Arcadia Wildlife SarJctuG.ry at Northampton, t'iaso. r:L'his 
sanctl.p.ry :r1ns privntely owned,. for many 3roc~rfs but was acquired b;)T the Masso.chusetts 
Aud.ubop SoCiety last January.,: , Mr• Mo.son w~ites, "It will moan a return to my old 
l;ave, wildlife ·management and rose:irch, inqlucting bird bandinr;.ll If any member .has 
s.ome .spo. o . ~rap s tho.t are not be~ 11g u. s ed mid could donate thorn to this sa'nct1;to.ry in 
J·uno, ·t~ oy 'if_o u.1d .. b put t .o e,~o d. ~o,.. .(\. P.or tal to Mr. Mason at 6431 Tusc~'.ra.w s Hd., 
lfl P'l. h i ug t o n , 16, D. c. -ahO·'l.lid . :be cti1sp .t ched ,. to complote arrangements for such a gift. 
' ' 

' ~- • ' f I • - .,.I , J III .. \ \ 
1 
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Mts~; .. Ho'rp i:irt ·E~ ~· l)}rnos .. o.f ~T011Ji .n :r, N. J. reports b~pdin ~ .f.\.s s l9 w (Apr. 20) 
whic~ proves banding is '-"' funn~r gomo. Her provio'l).S lottor hQ,d bi rtl:s aJ. l ov. : :r · th_c· · 
pln.cc. She reports thr\t 2 Swainp Spn.rrons prnctically 111ive 11 in he-r t r<-ll!fs · r..n.d iii 
experiencing "squ.irrol troublon. Sh,u has just /'l.dd.o1J n wood~pockor trr•p to hor equiP- . 
mont ['.nd it is hol1ocl tho.t she will be ablo to got some of Bowd.ish 1 s famous 10 ycf3.r
old Downics from his st 2.tion 2 miles D.way. 

Dr. Ho.rolcl Il. VloocL of Hc,rrinburg , :Pn. n:ci tcs thn.t he h tl.S lmndod 26 Bronze 
Grackles :::.n~ 36 Purples ~otweep Mar. 14 and Apr~ 17th, ~vi t~ ], ro~urn. A Grnck~o 
bo.ndod. b~r hl.m JuJ;'! ~-, 1938 was roportod as found don.d Wl th1n a m1lo or· so of h1s 
bnnding station on Mn.r. 15, 194~-. This bird. wrts ~ottine alo ne; in yor,rs. A 3-year 
olll Junco, on.nded. by him May lC), I 4o n::ts trn;ppod with its prescmt mr1.te on J•pr. 13th 
of tl1is yonr. 

Cho.rlcs J. Spiker of Br.".nchport, N, Y. has recently added n. 6-coU 1 :ronckle 
tr[.l.p and. a small single funnel tr::tp to his equipment. 11Dick 11 Fisch .:r of :lnur idnc; , 
L. I., N.Y. ho.s replaced his l~coll trop, destroyed. by vn.nd:•ls some tir:w o;;o, with 
[\11 8-colJ,. comb:i,natton of :Potters nnd ch:'.rclonorott type traps. He nlso reports that 
despite rrdny woel:ce:nds, he has been :c'ol•.c to trn.p 4 returns, A Downy, a Gr<Cck1c r:.nd 
2 :Blu.e Jn.ys. ]]:lEA o.s~::;umos they nrc -:1.11 comp<'.rati voly youngsters o.s fn.r r•.s n.go re
cords go, or he would. hn.vo so.id somoti1L·1t'S• 

LeRoy "\'lilcox of Spcon)·:, 1. I, gnvc a bnnding talk ancl shonod. his fnmous 
collection of brmding slld.os before c:m ::mclionco of some 300 st1..1.donts of the B::1.y Shore 
Cchools in December • On April 13th, ho W<'.S cdled bnck fo~· nn encore of tho prog r8.111 
uy a lr.tr:::;o group of o..d.u.l ts :::md tnn.chcrs n.t tho homo of the principal of tho school. 
11 Royn snys that ho gn.vo the 1<;rown-ups th o Ylholo works last.tng about rm hour n.ncl a 
half, nnd none of tho nu.d.ionco V!ont to sl(:cp~ Be r,lso sonrls 2. reviow of his article 
in tho State Bullet in ns it rtppoarod in "Tho E.-,sthnmpton St :•];' 1 II ::1 locn,l newspaper, 
n.nd tho entire n.rticlc is to oo ro-pu"oli:~hcd in the L~ I. Forum, ;::c monthly mag(1.zinB. 
EBBA congrn.tulr-ctos IIRoy" on somo nice publicity for ou.r 'b!:tnd.ing hobby. 
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