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"JOE" HICKEY IN THE NEWS AGAIN

The John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation has recently appropriated
a special fund of $200,000 from which fellowships will be granted solely to men and
women who are sevving the nation at war. The awards will be made before the end
of the war and will be walting for the recipients on their release from active dutye

The first five fellows have already been chosens Among these firet five
is the namé of Joseph Hickey, ornithologist, author, former track star and may ve
add, a former officer end present member of EBBA. "Joe" today, is concentrating on
war research and will be aided by this fellowship to analyze problems in conscrvation
of bird life.

BANDER HOUSTON IS HOW LIEUTENANT HOUSTON

Word has been rcceived that the Army Air Force Bombardier-Navigation
School at Deminz, . M, held graduation exercises for the class of 1Ll-Us on April
1st. Cadet Herbert Arnold Houston, former bander is now Licutenant Houston of the
Army Air Force. The graduation was scheduled for April %th, but because of a
special army order it actually took ploace on April 1st, a sort of April fool's joke
on Tojo and Hitler. All members of E8BA join in wishing Lt. Houston Happy Landingg.

A VERY INTERESTING ISSUE

The Arbor Day and Bird Day issuc of the M. Y. State Bulletin fto the
Schools has just arrived and although past issuecs have been exceptionally interest-
ing, the curront issue excecds all records. Possibly EBBA'S enthusiasm is colored
by the fact that so many of our members contributed photographs and articles.
Amon,: the writers we noto Raymond T. Fuller of Winterton: Prof. Dayton Stoncr of
Albany; Lawrence Howe of Belmont; Malcolm J. Lerch of Penn Yan and LeRoy Wilnox of
Speonk, L. I. The booklet contains a wealth of bird topics from Fish Hawks to
Sparrows and many other items, sugzcstions etc., as to trees, flowerssanctuaries

. and such subjccts, All members will find it of intercst and it is recormended that

they send ten ceats to the N. Y. State Education Department, Albany, Y. Y, and ask

for Number 7, Vol. 30.

Remembor: The best treps in thevworld will not help you to band birds
if stored in the attic, cellar or your garage, Get them out, gset them up in a
likely place and keep the bands flying. The brnders now in the armed services look
to us at home to keop banding goins,



MAXHASSET MAKES NICE RECORD FOR 19L3

A report recently received, gives the total of the birds banded by the
Manhasset Junior Bird Banding Club, of tanhasset, L. I., N. Y., which breaks all
their former records. A total of 257 new birds were banded and 24 birds banded in
the previous 3 years were taken. Of the 1943 total banded, Slate-colored Juncos
headed the list with 193 individuals, followed Dby Whlte~throats 109; Purple
Grackles, 100; Son; Sparrows 97; Catbirds 75; Blue Jay 59; Brown Thrasher 40; Robin
30 and 26 other species in smaller numbers. Surprises on the list are 2 Purple
Finches and a White~crowned Sparrow and the omissions of the Blue-win: Warblers and
Golden crowned Kinglet.

The mein part of this club's banding activities are confined to the school
year, however 1t is doubtful whether c¢ontinued banding throuzh July and August would
have made very much difference in the yearly total, Numerous sub-stations have now
been set up and it is hoped that work at these scattered stations will prove of in-
terest, not alone by taking a 2reater number of individvals of the different species,
but also will supply data on the movement of birds in the gencral areca,

This Junior Banding Club is under the direct.supervision of Jesse V. Miller,
onc of EBEA'S councilors, who also conducts a banding station at his home in Iew
Hyde Park, about 6 miles south of Manhasset. :

MOCKINGBIRD BAIDED AT HEMPSTEAD, N, Y,

"Dick" Pischer writes that a fricnd of his reported a Mockingbird as a
regular visitor at a feeding staticn in Hempstead, L. I., N, Y., ever since the
middle of Febpruary. "Dick!" being the bander ho is, at once made plans to band this
visitor. Attempt aftor attempt failed, but- finally on ilarch 26th, this. southern.
songster was captured in a drop trap. It now wears one of Dick's bande and makes a
total of 100 species of birds banded by this member.

NOTES FROM HERE AND THERE

Rgymond T. Puller of Winterton, N. Y. reports that since Jan, 1, 1 he
has banded 60 Slate~colored Juncos. Of this total 51 were plainly males, It is his
thouzht that most of the Junces he is catehing have come from rot wery far south of
his station, Wherc the females arc 18 amystery. At "Ye Ed'sg! station the same

ratio of sexes scems to occur. While ounly sbout 30 have been trapped in the szme
period, the proportian of males is just as High. Are any benders catching females
of this specics in greater numbors thon the very dark males?

After many promises that didn't materialize, the students of the echool
where Howard Mahnken teaches at Lambewtville, M. Je., finelly brought in & live Reds
tailed Hark, which had bcen caught in-a steel trap. The hayk was banded and re-
leascd in apnarently good shape. Potience and persistance bring thoir rownrds and
it is hoped thc Mahnken can kcep his students intercsted in those fine 'lassists!,

Elscwhere in this issue thexe arc comments on the Fox Sn(rfow flight in
New York and New Jerscy. A late item that hag just come to hand that should be
placed with these comments is word from Eirs. Marie Dumont of Poquannock, N. J. Mrs,
Dumont writcs thot from March 2lst to the 26th, she banded 4% Tox Sparroviss Mr. R,
T. Fuller of Winterton, N. Y. reports a sood size floeck of thcm Mares thh, singing
the 17th and practically all gone by A»ril lst although he banded two, apparently
femalecs and all aolone, one on April 2nd, and one on the 7th.



FOX SPARROVS BUCK LATE STORM

The snow storm along the Atlantic Coabt on March 20th caught a large flight
of Fox Sparrows in Northern New Jersey and Southern New York. Reports coming in from
these areas give a graphic tale of the "Little Red Foxes" trials and tribulatiéns.
Paragraphs from letters tell the story. '

Mrs, Herbert E., Carnes, Tenafly, M. Jl: "y first really hiz banding day
was March 20th, the day of the storm. Fox Sparrows all over the place, althou h on
the 19th I took only one, on Monday took.20. Song Sparrows, Juncos and others
manazed to complétely exhaust my supply of bands with 66 as a total for the dur. At
4140 I closed down the trape, opening everythimg wide and put out a last hugh supply
of food. Never in my life have I seen so many ﬁirda in one area.!

Boecher Bowdish, Demarest, W. J, (2 mis further north): "loday, (Mar.20)
I stayed home to look after the traps and food supply of our numerous bird host. I
let them feed for some time unmolested, after I had got things so arranged that they
had a chance at b feast in a number of protected spots. I laid off fropping tn the
middle of the doy end cut off again carly in the afterncon, so as to give them an
undisturbed chance to fill up, vhich I believe they certainly needed. .I sow & Tox
Sparrow which didn't seom too husky and a Song Sparrow in one of the treps seemed
down and out. When I rcleased it ho could not get out of the snow, so I took him in
and Mrs. Bowdish nursed him, but he socon died. I believe that the terrible weather
was responsible for these bird conditions."

_ "Banded 20 birds for.the day: 9 Fox, E Song and 1 Trec Sparrow and 4 Juncos.
Could without a doubt, hoosted the count considerably’ but it would have given the
birds a hard decal, which I was not willing to do. Also got as returns, a '42 Song
Sparrow, a ‘42 Junco and & '39 Blue Jay.!

' Later! "The wave of birds that came with the snowstorm waned Mar. 25th and
had disappeared the next day. Banded 42 Fox Sparvows on the 2lst and 27 on the 25th
but only banded 2 todey (Mar.26th)" Mr. Bowdish speoks of toking a Fox peturn also
on the 2lst and undoubtedly for the entire week his totel of "Foxes" banded is
substantial,

Williom Carr, curator of the Tu-iluide Museum at Bear Mt. Park; Mi Y. re-
ported that the snowstorm forced down some 5,000 Fox Sparrows in the Park. XKlthough
about 500 pounds of fecd was distributed, numbers of the birds were found dead.

(Any bonded, Bill?) A large flock of Canada Geesc, heading north, appesrod to have
become completely disorganized by the same storm. ' Geesc were found all over the

"roads ond on Hession Lake.

AN INTER-STATION RESCUE

Elsowhere in this issue, the reader will find some discussion in regard
to "brideing" the zape in the record books An illustretion of what 1s meant "pops
up" in current correspondence: Beecher Bowdish banded 2 juvenal Tiimice on June 30,
143, One repcatod fairly constantly at the station but the other was never tracped
agnin, On Narch 14th, the missing Titmouse was trapped by Mrs. He E. Carnels nt
her station about 2 miles south of the origipnsl place of banding. Probably this
banding rephrt would have forever rpemained plank if Mrs, Carncs had not become a
bander within the near vieinity. It is fho thought that many of our banded birds
are still alive but out of the custemory ranze of our banding stations unless we
ocensionally go out after thom.



MORE DATA ON AGE RECORDS . Third List

Starting in our February issue, EBBA bezan to publish the longest life
records of banded birds from among the files of our members and the members of our
sister assoclation, INLAND, Before we got very far, we worked ourselves up inte a
froth over who had the oldest record for a Downy Woodpecker. There were submltted
Y separate records, all of male Downies that were about & years old. In desperation
we called for a record of a 9 year-old Downy to settle the whole matter, EBBA went
ag far as to write to several of the more experienced banders to see if they couldn't
dig up such a bird in their books. "Beech!" S. Bowdish of Demarest, N. J. replied at
the time thot "there ain't no such animalt, IBBA was beginning to subseribe to this
belief, but to just show you that the unexpected always happens, Bander Bowdish comes
through with a reeord that tops our best expectations,

Ho writes, "Yesterday, (March 19, 19Hh) I noticed o male Downy in one of my
smallest traps, wearinz a bright and shiny band, - The inscription on the band was 3l
139982 and the band was worn so thin and had such a knife edge toward the foot that I
replaced it with U2-1995U9 before releasing it., I checked his origin, as far as I
have to do with it, and found that he was banded as a juvennl, Ausust 26, 1934, So,
If He liveg for another five months with his apperent vim and vigor, he'll be a 10
year-old bifd.!" .

Congratulaiicns are in order we believe. Beecher S. Bowdish now poesesses
the oldest age record of a banded Male Downy Woodpecker. It is notable that all the
old age records for this species so far reported have had to do with the males. Who
has an old age rocord for a lady woodpocker or arc lndy Woodpecker's ages taboo?

~=-——CHANGES IN OLD AGE RECORDSe---

Place of Banding Bander Date Return or Recovery ' Agg
CATBIRD , : g |
Blud Island, Ill. F.C,LabahnIr. 5/8/34 . 9/26/hke . seme 9yrs. 3mos.

~—~=NEW AGE RECORDS=--=

GANNET ‘ : , i)™
Bonaventurée I.,Que, W.M. Duval 9/2/ 24 12/16/33  Rockaway 9yrs. 6mos.
MALLARD _ Pto, Lol LY

Portage des Sioux,Mo. 'John Broeker 3/27/ 2k 11/22/33 Kaskaskia '10yrs. 5mos,
RED HEADED ’ ' I. I1linois

VOODPECKER ‘

Blue Island,Ill, F.C.Labahn,Jr. 11/30/33  5/12/38 same Uyrs. 1lmos.
BRONZE GRACKLE .

Indianapolis, Ind. S.E.Perkins III  6/26/25 3/21/3h . same . &yrs. 9mos.

PURPLE FINCH ; .
Northeast Harbor,Me. Mrs, E. Morgan  6/21/24  l/p8/3%3 ?ar Harbor, Syrs, 10mos.,
‘ o Iy ‘ . : g

It also mizht be mentioned that two more ndditional records of Blue Jays
living 12 yeors have also come to light. One of these was banded at Hartford, *Conne
and was still thereabouts 12 yemrs later, The other was banded at Ann Arbor, Michn
on Jan, 1, 1922 and wae retrapped hzain Yov. 17, 19J3 near the same ploce.

This listing nceds some old Brown Thrasher records. Some of 5 Joars or so
havc appeared, but it seems certain thot therc are better records availables



VBRIDGIMNGY THE BLAITKS IN YOUR RECCRDS

As every bander knows, after banding a short time, there are a large
number of birds banded and appearing on the records which have never again appeared
in the traps. The thought arises, "Where do these birds go?® -~ " Could they be
dead?" ©Such birds are not alone the migrants, but many can be classed as residents
or at least summer residents or nearby areas.

It will also be noted from nearly ever bander's files, that a certain
number of his banded birds are found dead within a mile or two of his place of band-
ing, anywhere from a month to years after they were banded. Such discoveries amount
to a considerable part of his recoveries, With what banders have learned of the
territorial habit among birds and their occasional side-~trips, it wouvld appear that
many banded birds are still around, but are resident just far enough away from the
home station to prevent recapture and subsequent trap records. Another class of
birds in this same category are the immatures and fledglings that we band each sum—
mer., Few are retrapped, but may have teken up residence at no great distence from
the banding station in years following banding.

To increcase the number of birds "heard from", svbsequent to banding, it
is suggested that banders attempt to "bridge" these blanks in their records, by an
occasional banding side trip with a few light traps that can be casily carried for
a mile or so. When going after birds, as some banders mlready do, it is hest and
less disappointing to make such an excursion to a place where some success is ns—
sureds Such a place is the home of a friend or neighbor who feeds birds in their
garden. Traps then can be placed.at spots at which birds have been habitually fed
or where they bathe and are sure to vigit. If banded birds are caught, so much the
better, but cven if unbanded birds arc caught, it adds to the future possibilities
at some other spot. It should be born in mind that such trips should clways be in
addition to banding at, your home stotion. It is importont that the home station be
oper~ated on as near o deily schedule as time will allow,

Such side ocxpecditions will help banding in another way. The fricénds visit-
ed by the bander and his traps, may know sbout banding, but by actunally conducting
banding operstions before their own cyes, all the benefits of visunl cducation are
acquired. In another way, such operntions will also help, If therc are some banded
birds moving oround this neighbor's yard, he or she is bound to notice them from time
to timc, take more interest in a banded bird and perhaps call the attention of
visitors at thoir home to the banded bird's presence. In this way, banding cducatior
is spread to morc and more pcople and the chances of a recovery being rcported is
enhanced, Why not try a side trip or two to some Deighboring friend of birds with a
trap or two? Yobu can't losec. :

NEWS FOR THE BIRD BANDERS

Mrs, Herbort E. Carnes of 25 Kenwood Rd., Tenafly, N, J., would like to
purchasc E., H, Forbush's 3 vol. edition of "Birds of Massachusctts & Other Ncw
England States™; A, C. Bent's "Life Historics of North American Birds of Proy" #L?O,
Part 23 G, M. Allen's "Birds and Their Attributes" and Francis Kortright's "Ducks,
Geese and Swans of North America'". Mrsq Carnes is o bird student and not & book
collector, She would like to know wherc these books can be acquired, regordless.of
condition, s 5

Reve Edward Stoehr of Pittsburgh, Pas reports bending 160 birds in the
first 6 wecks his ncw station has been in opéretion. He now has 6 trops and hopes
to have 6 morc aftefr Easter. Of 37 Cardinals trapped, 19 were females and 18 molec.
"A welcome snow, M~rch 5th, "He writes, "cnmabled me to handle 7 of the Horned Larks
for the first time. They were playing around our ball dimmond. I caught them at

3rd base, before they 'stole home! to the north."
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